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PREFACE 


PuBuc  attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  Taston 
Letters  in  the  year  i  787.  when  there  issued  from  the 
press  two  c[uarto  voIuiuls  with  a  very  lengthy  title, 
stilting  forth  thai  ihd  conti:nts  were  original  leHers 
wrillcn  '  liy  various  persons  of  rank  i,-[rjiiiiii.iit,iia„ 
and  conseijuence'  during  the  rdgns  of  ""''hri'^iic™. 
Henry  vi.,  Edward  iv.,  and  Richard  HI.  The 
matenals  wtrc  derived  from  autographs  in  the 
possession  of  the  EdkQC_iL.Mr--  i'^nn,  of  East 
Dereham,  in  Norfolk,  who  was  well  enough  known 
in  society  as  a  gentleman  of  literary  and  anti- 
quarian tastes,  but  who  had  not  at  that  time  attained. 
any  great  degree  of  celebrity.  Horace  VValpole 
had  described  hiin,  thirteen  years  "EeTore,  as  'a. 
smatterer  in  antiquity,  hut  a  very  good  sort  of  man.' 
What  the  great  literary  magnate  afterwards  thought  of 
him  wc-  arc  not  informed,  but  we  know  that  he  look 
a,  lively  interest  in  the  Paston  I  etters  the  moment 
tliey  were  [mblishtd.  He  appears,  indeed,  to  have 
given  sonie  assistance  in  the  progress  of  the  wor]t 
through  the  press.  On  its  appearance  hu  expressed 
himself  with  characteristic  enthusiasm  : — 'The  letters 
of  Henry  vr.'s  reign,  etc.,  are  come  out,  and  /o  me 
rrake  all  olher  letters  not  worth  reading.  I  have 
gone  through  one  volume,  and  cannot  bear  to  be 
wilting  when  I  am  so  eager  to  be  reading.  .  .  . 
There  are  letters  from  off  my  acquaintance,  Lord 
Rivers,  I^rd  Hastings,  the  Karl  of  Warwick,  whom 
I  remember  still  butler  than  Mrs.  Strawbridgc,  though 
sh«  died  within  these  fifty  years.     What  antiquary 
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would  be  answering  a  letter  from  a  living  countess, 
when  he  may  read  one  from  Eleanor  Mowbray, 
Duchess  of  Norfolk?" 

So  wrote  the  great  litcrarj-  exquisite  and  virtuoso, 
the  man  whose  oiiinion  in  those  days  was  life  or 
death  to  a  young  author  or  a  new  publication.  And 
in  spite  of  all  that  was  artificial  and  affected  in  his 
characleTj^in  spite  even  of  the  alTecl.ition  of  pre- 
tending a  snobbiah  interest  in  ancient  duchesses — 
Walpolc  was  one  of  ihe  fittest  men  of  that  day  to 
appreciate  such  a  publication,  J^ss 
ihoiiRTiiorihctn  Haanab  More  was  less  easily  pleased, 
bjmiHi!.  3^^  ^y^^  ,^g  douljl  was  the  type  of  many 

other  readers.  The  letters,  she  declared,  were  quite 
barbarous  in  style,  with  none  of  the  elegance  of  their 
supposed  contemporary  Rowley.  They  might  perhaps 
be  of  some  use  to  correct  history,  but  as  letters  and 
fine  reading,  nothing  was  to  be  said  for  them.-  It 
was  natural  enough  that  an  age  which  took  this  view 
of  the  mailer  should  have  preferred  the  forgeries  of 
Chattcrtoti  to  the  most  genuine  productions  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  The  style  of  the  Paston  I^ettcrs, 
even  if  it  had  been  the  most  polished  imaginable,  of 
course  could  not  have  exhibited  the  polish  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  unless  a  Chatlcrton  had  had  some 
hand  in  Iheir  composition. 

Yet  the  interest  excited  by  the  work  wis  Such  thafc 
GMfrai  initreii  'hc  cditor  had  no  reason  to  complain  of 
iiiiheworii.  its  reception.  The  Paston^f.etCers  were 
aoon  in  everybody  s  hands.  The  worlt,  indeed, 
appeared  uiitlcr  r^al  patronage,  for  FeJin  had  got 
leave  beforehand  to  dedicate  it  to  the  King  as  'the 
avowed  patron'  of  antiquarian  knowledge.  This 
alone  had  doubtless  some  influence  upon  the  sale; 
but  the  novel  character  of  the  publication  itself  must 
have  cscitcd  curiosity  still  more.  A  whole  edition 
was  disposed  of  in  a  week,  and  a  second  edition  called 

'   It'aFfnti't  I.tltm {C^\^lT•\r^f!i^tUTli  vA.).  ii.  o«, 
'  RiiWitt'i  Memeirt  e/ Haaaak  Mtrt,  ii.  io. 
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for.  which,  after  undergoing  some  lillle  revision, 
with  Ihe  assistance  of  Mr,  Ot:(irge  Steevens,  the 
Shatssjicarian  editor,  was  published  the  same  year. 
McanwhiiJe,  to  gratify  the  curious,  the  original  MS. 
letters  wcfc  deposited  for  a  time  in  llic  Library  of  the 
Society  of  .Antiquaries;  but  the  King  having  expressed 
a  n-ish  to  see  them,  Fenn  sent  tliem  to  Buckingham 
Palace,  then  called  the  Queen's  I'alace,  requesting 
that,  if  ihey  were  thought  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
Royal  Collection,  His  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to 
accept  them.  They  were  accordingly,  it  would  stiem, 
aJded  toJhe  -Royal  Li_brary  ;  and  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  value  of  the  gift,  Feun  was  summoned 
to  Court,  and  received  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

But  the  two  volumes  hitherto  pubHahtd  by  Fenn 
contained  only  a  small  selection  out  of  a  pretty 
considerable  number  of  original  letters  of  the  Kime 
period  in  his  possession.  The  reception  ihese  two 
volumes  had  met  with  now  encouraged  him  to  make 
a  further  sekdion.  and  he  announced  with  his  stcond 
edition  Ihat  another  series  of  the  Letters  was  in 
preparalion,  which  was  to  cover  the  same  period  as 
the  first  two  volutnes,  and  to  include  also  the  reign 
of  Henry  vu.  Accordingly  a  third  and  fourth 
volume  of  the  work  were  issued  together  in  the  year 
1789,  containing  the  new  letters  down  to  the  middle 
of  Edward  iv.'s  rciL;n.  A  fifth  and  concluding 
volume,  bringing  the  woik  down  to  the  end  of 
Henry  vu.'s  rtign,  was  left  ready  for  publicaiion  at 
Sir  John  Fenn's  death  in  i7iHfand  was  published 
by  his  nephew,  Mr.  Serjeant  h'rere,  in  1823. 

Of  the  original  mss.  of  these  letters  and  their 
descent,  Fenn  gives  but  a  brief  account 
in  the  preface  to  hi&  first  volume,  which  '*"*" 
we  will  endeavour  to  supplement  with  additional 
facts  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  The  letteni,  it  will 
be  seen,  were  for  the  most  part  written  by  or  to 
particular  members  of  the  family  of  I'astonin  Norfolk. 
Here  and  there,  it  is  true,  are  to  be  found  among 
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Ihem  State  papers  and  other  letters  of  great  interwl 
which  must  have  come  to  the  hands  of  ihe  family 
I  through  some  indirect  channel  ;  but  the  great 
\  majonly  are  letters  distinctly  addressed  to  persons 
\  of  the  name  of  Paston,  and  in  the  possession  of  the 
I  Pastons  they  rema-ined  for  several  generations.  In 
/the  days  of  Charles  ii.  the  head  of  the  family,  Sir 
'  Robert  Paston,  was  created  Earl  of  Yarmoulh ;  bui 
his  son  William,  the  second  bearer  of  the  title,  having 
got  into  debt  and  encumbered  his  inheritance, 
linally  died  without  male  issue,  so  that  his  title 
became  extinct.  While  living  in  reduced  circum- 
stan<?es,  he  appears  to  have  parted  with  a  portion  of 
his  family  papers,  which  were  purchased  by  the  great 
antiquary  and  collector,  Peter  Le  Neve,  Norroy 
King  of  Arms.  Le  Neve  was  a  Norfollt  man, 
possessed  of  considerable  estates  at  Wilehingham 
and  elsewhere  in  the  county  ;  and  he  made  it  a 
special  objecl  lo  eollect  msb.  and  records  relating  to 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  Just  before  his  death  in  1729 
he  made  a  will,^  liy  which  he  bequeathed  bis  mss. 
lo  the  erudite  Dr.  Tanner,  afterwards  Bisliop  of 
St.  Asaph's, andThomas  Martin  of  Palgrave  ;  but  this 
bequest  was  subject  to  the  condition  that  within  a 
year  after  his  death  they  should  '  procure  a  good  and 
safe  repository  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Norwich, 
or  in  some  other  t,'ood  and  public  building  in  the 
said  city'  for  their  preservation,  Ihe  object  being  to 
make  them  at  all  times  accessible  to  those  who 
wished  lo  consuh  them.  The  condition,  however, 
was  not  fuliilled,  and  the  bequest  would  naturally 
have  become  null ;  but  '  honest  Tom  Martin  of 
Palgrave '  (to  give  him  the  familiar  name  by  which 
he  himself  desired  to  be  known)  married  the  widow 
of  his  friend,  and  thus  became  possessed  of  his 
MSS.  by  another  title. 

The  Le  Neve  collection,  however,  contained  only 
3  portion  of  the  Paston  family  papers.    On  the  d 
1  Set  Api-inJii  a fi et~i ntr^ ii.ciion .  Ne.  I. 
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in  ijfga,  of  the  Karl  of  Yarmoulh,  who  outlived  Le 
Neve  by  three  years,  some  thirty  or  forty  chests  of 
valuable  Setters  atid  documents  slill  remained  at  the 
famiiy  seat  at  Uxnead,  These  treasures  the  Rev, 
Francis  iiluaufiislil  was  allowed  to  examine  three 
years  later  with  a  view  to  his  county  history,  for 
which  purpose  he  boarded  at  Oxnead  for  a  fortnight.' 
Of  the  results  of  a  general  survey  of  Che  pa|)ers  he 
writes,  on  the  ijlh  May  1735,  to  Major  Weldon  a 
number  of  interesting  particulars,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  quoted  as  bearing  upon  the  subject 
before  us: — 'There  is  anothtrbox  full  of  the  pardons, 
grants,  and  old  deeds,  freedoms,  etc.,  belonging  to 
the  Paston  family  only,  which  I  laid  by  ihemsclvcSt 
for  fear  you  should  think  them  proper  to  be 
preserved  with  the  family;  they  don't  relate  to  any 
estates.  .  .  .  There  are  innumerable  letters  of  good 
consequence  in  history  slill  lying  among  the  loose 
papers,  all  which  I  laid  up  in  a  comer  of  the  room 
on  a  heap  which  contains  several  sacks  fuU.'^  But 
Blomefield  afterwards  became  tlie  owner  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  these  papers;  for  he  not  only 
wrote  his  initials  on  several  of  them,  and  marked  a 
good  many  others  with  a  mark  by  wliich  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  dislinguishinj*  original  documents  that 
he  had  examined  and  noted,  but  be  also  made  a 
present  to  a  friend  of  one  leller  which  must  certainly 
have  once  been  in  the  Paston  family  archives.  He 
himself  refers  to  his  ownership  of  certain  collections 
of  documenis  in  ihe  Preface  to  liis  Hlitoryo/ Norfolk, 
where  he  informs  the  reader  that  he  has  made  distinct 
reference  to  Ihe  several  authors  and  originals  he  had 
made  use  of  in  all  cases,  'except'  (these  arc  his 
words)  'where  the  originals  are  either  in  Mr,  Le 
Neve's  or  my  own  collections,  which  at  present  I 
design  to  join  lo  his,  so  that,  being  together,  they 
maybe  consulted  at  ail  times.'     Apparently  honest 

'  Cttrt-'wy  A'otitri  0/  lAc  Rniriiul  i-'tamit  BJtimtji'i't-     !■>  J.  WiUun 
*  Ntr/aik  Anhrti-"^,  lI.  3td,  ait. 
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Tom  Martin  was  still  intending  lo  carry  out  Le 
Neve's  dcsiRR,  and  Blomcfield  purposed  to  aid  it 
further  by  adding  his  own  colleclions  to  Ihe  Le  Neve 
Mss.  Hut  though  Martin  livfd  for  nearly  forty  years 
after  his  marriage  with  Lt  Neve's  widow,  and  always 
kept  this  dL'sitjn  in  view,  he  failed  to  carry  it  out. 
His  necessities  compelled  him  to  pirt  with  some  of 
his  treasures,  but  these  apparently  were  mainly  bo»ks 
enriched  with  ms.  notes,  not  original  ancient  mss., 
and  even  as  he  grew  old  he  did  not  allojjether  drop 
the  project,  He  frequently  formed  resolutions  ihat 
he  wuiild,  next  yenr,  arrange  what  remained,  and 
make  a  selection  for  public  use.  l!ul  at  last,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four,  he  suddenly  died  in  his  chair 
without  having  given  efTcct  to  his  puqjose. 

Neither  did  his  friend  Blomefield,  who  died  nine 
years  before  him,  in  January  1762,  succeed  in  giving 
effect  to  his  good  intention  of  uniting  his  collections 
with  the  I-e  Neve  mss.  For  he  died  deeply  in  debt, 
and  by  his  willj  made  just  before  death,  he  directed 
all  his  [lersonal  profjerty  to  be  sold  in  payment  of 
his  liabilities.  His  executors,  howevi^r^  declined  to 
act,  and  administration  was  granted  to  two  princifia] 
creditors.  Of  the  Pasttm  mss.  which  were  owned 
by  him,  a  few  are  now  to  be  found  in  one  of  the 
volumes  of  the  Douce  Collection  in  the  IJodleian 
Library  at  Oxford.  These,  it  would  seem,  were  first 
purchased  by  the  noted  antiquary  John  Ives,'  who 
acquireil  a  number  of  Le  Neve's,  Martin's,  and  Blotne- 
field's  MSS. ;  and  after  his  library  was  sold  by  auction 
in  March  T777,  they  became  part  of  the  collections 
relating  to  the  counties  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
which  Cough,  in  his  British  Tifpoi^raphy  {vol.  ii. 
p.  5),  informs  us  Ihat  he  purchased  at  Ihe  sale  of 
Mr.  Ives'  papers.  To  this  same  collection,  probably, 
belonged  also  a  few  of  the  scattered  documents 
rjilating  to  thu  Paston  family  which  have  been  met 
with  among  the  miscellaneous  stores  of  the  Bodleian 
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Library,  for  a  knowludgs  of  which  I  wa^  indebted  to 
the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Turner  of  O-xfofd.  Transcripls 
cr  notices  of  these  will  be  found  under  ihoir  several 
dates;  bul  one  or  two  of  iheiii  wilidi  belong  to  the 
reign  of  Henry  \l,  and  should  have  been  inserted  in 
vol.  i.,  nyl  having  beun  discovered  in  time,  had  lo 
be  reserved  for  the  Appendix  at  the  end  of  vol.  iii., 
anJ  are  given  ihcre. 

Martin's  eiecutors  seem  lo  have  done  what  they 
could  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  his  Colkclions,  A 
catalogue  of  his  library  was  printed  at  Lynn  in 
1771,  in  the  hope  that  some  purchaser  would  be 
found  to  take  the  whole.  Such  a  purchaser  did 
present  himself,  bul  not  in  the  interest  of  the  jjublic. 
A  certain  Mr.  John  Worth,  a  chemist  at 
Diss,  bought -bOtiriHe-library  and  the  "*  ^''^'""'■ 
Other  collections,  as  a  speculation,  for  ^£630-  The 
printed  books  he  immediately  sold  to  a  firm  at 
Norwieli,  who  disposed  of  thultl  by  auclion;  the 
pictures  and  smaller  curiosities  he  sold  by  aucllon  at 
Diss,  and  certain  portions  of  the  Mss.  were  sent,  at 
difTeteiil  times,  10  the  London  market.  But  before 
lie  had  completed  the  sale  of  all  the  coilecUons, 
Mr,  Worth  died  suddenly  in  DucemhcT  1774-  That 
portion  of  the  MSH,  which  contained  the  Paston  \ 
letters  he  had  up  to  that  time  reserved.  Mr.  Fenn 
immediately  purchased  lhemarhi&  executors^  and  tlicy 
had  been  twelve  years  in  his  possession  whet)  he  pub- 
lished his  first  two  volumes  of  selections  from  them, 

So  much  for  the  e^rly  histoni'  fif  llfT  "*"'  Their 
subsequent  fate  is  not  a  little  cunoul  On.  t!ie 
33rd  May  1787  Fenn  received  his  knighthood  at  St. 
James's,  having  then  and  there  presented  to  the  King 
three  boun.l  volumes  of  mss.  which  were  thu  originals 
of  bis  first  two  printed  volumes,^    Yet,  strange  to  say, 

'  'riic  CniToHriEig  k^inounciiiitciLl  a|jp.'ir^  in  I  lie  MifHLmg  CAfiftie/f  tif  iKt 
■t'li  M^}  '7^1'  *Vc:lcrJByi  Jollii  t'cilil,  V.tq.t  aHcTidccI  ihe  Icvct  nl 
Si.  jtnktii,  i4tid  had  the  !ltr»nuiir  of  (^rfh^fliihi-  (c  HU  ^fnjF^ly  (Irouri^  ih 
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these  Mss,  were  afterwards  lost  sight  of  so  completely 
that  for  a  whole  century  nobody  could  tell  wKal  had 
become  of  them.  They  were  not  in  ihe  Royal 
Library  afterwards  given  up  to  the  British  Museum ', 
they  were  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  Royal 
Palaces^  The  late  Prince  Consort,  just  before  his 
death,  caused  a  careful  search  to  be  made  for  them, 
but  it  proved  quite  ineffectual.  Their  hiding-place 
remained  unknown  even  at  the  date  when  this 
edition  was  first  issued. 

To  this  mystery  succeeded  another  of  the  same 
kind.  The  originals  of  the  other  three  volumes  were 
not  presented  to  the  king;  but  they,  too,  disappeared, 
and  remained  for  a  long  lime  equally  undiscover- 
able.  Even  Mr.  Serjeant  Frere.  who  edited  the  fifth 
volume  from  transcripts  left  by  Sir  John  Fenn  after 
his  d-i^ath,  declared  that  he  had  not  heen  able  to  find 
the  originals  of  that  volume  any  more  than  those  of 
the  others.  Strange  to  say,  however,  the  originals 
of  that  volume  were  in  his  house  all  the  time,  and 
were  discovered  by  his  son,  Mr.  Philip  Frere,  in  the 
year  jj6[;|  just  after  an  ingenious  litHratrur  had 
made  the  complete  disappearance  of  ail  the  mss-  a 
ground  for  casting  doubt  on  the  authenticity  of  the 
published  letters.  It  is  certainly  a  misfortune  for 
historical  literature,  or  at  all  evtnls  was  in  thosfr 
days,  that  the  owners  of  ancient  mss.  commonly 
took  so  little  pains  to  ascert.iin  what  it  was  that  they 
had  got.  Since  then  the  proceeding's  of  the 
Historical  mss.  Commission,  which  have  brought 
to  light  vast  stores  of  unsuspected  materials  for 
history,  have  awakened  much  more  tnterest  in  such 
matters. 

Thus  three  distinct  portions  of  mss.  that  had  been 
ca.refully  edited  had  all  been  lost  sight  of  and 
remained  undiscoverable  for  a  long  series  of  years. 
The  originals  of  the  first  two  volumes  presented  to 
the  King  could  not  bt  found  Thy  originals  of 
volumes  iii.  and  iv.  could  not  be  found.    The  originals 


PREFACE 


I 


of  volume  v.  could  nol  be  found.  These  last,  how- 
ever, after  a  time,  cam^  to  light,  as  we  have  seen,  in 
tS6$f  having  been  discovered  in  the  house  of  the  late 
Mr.  Philip  Frere  at  Dungale,  in  Cambridgeshire ;  and 
with  ihcm  were  found  a  large  nutnU-r  of  additional 
M55.  also  bcionging  lo  the  Paston  Collection,  among; 
which  was  the  original  of  one  of  the  letters  of  I'olume 
iiL  separated  from  siH  its  fellows,  whose  place  of 
concealment  remained  iiUll  unknown. 

This  discovery,  however,  was  important,  and  at 
once  suggtisCed  to  me  the  possibility  of  producing  a 
new  edition  of  the  letters  arranged  in  true  chrono- 
logical order,  and  augmented  by  those  hitherto 
unedited.  It  suggested,  moreover,  that  more  of  the 
originals  might  even  yet  be  discovered  with  a  little 
further  search,  perhaps  even  in  the  same  house. 
But  a  further  search  at  IJungate,  though  it  brought 
to  light  a  vast  quantity  of  jjapers  of  different  ages, 
many  of  them  very  curious,  did  not  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  any  other  than  the  single  document 
abuve  referred  to  belonging  to  any  of  the  lirst  four 
volumes.  All  that  Mr.  Philip  Frere  could  fiml 
belonging  to  the  Paston  Collection  he  sold  lo  the 
British  Museum,  and  the  rest  he  disposed  of  by 
auction. 

The  question  then  occurred:  Since  the  originals 
of  volumes  iii.  and  iv.  had  not  been  found  at 
Dungate,  might  they  Le  in  the  possession  of  the 
head  of  the  Frere  family,  the  late  Mr.  Ciearge  Frere 
of  Roydon  Hail,  near  Diss,  in  Norfolk?  This  was 
suggested  to  nic  as  probable  by  Mr.  Philip  Frere, 
his  cousin,  and  I  wrote  to  him  accordingly  on  the 
3rd  December  iS(>7.  I  received  an  answer  from 
him  dated  on  the  6lh,  that  he  did  not  see  how  such 
Mss.  should  have  found  their  way  to  Roydon,  but 
if  they  turned  up  at  any  lime  he  would  let  me  know 
Unluckily  he  seems  to  have  dismissed  the  subject 
from  his.  mind,  and  1  received  no  answer  lo  further 
inquiries  repeated   at  various  intcr\-als.     At  last  it 
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appeared  hopeless  to  wait  longer  and  deftir  my  edi- 
tion of  the  Letters  indefinitely  on  the  cliance  of 
finding  more  oriyinals  anywhere.  So  the  first  volume 
of  this  edition  went  to  press,  and  the  second,  and 
the  third.  But  just  after  priming  off  two  Appaidices 
to  vol.  iii.,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Guori^t  Frere's  called 
upon  me  at  ihe  Kecord  Office,  and  informed  nit;  thai 
a  number  of  original  Paston  letters  had  been  dis- 
covered at  Roydon,  which  he  had  conveyed  up  to 
London.  After  some  further  communication  with 
Mr.  Frure  himself  I  was  allowed  to  inspect  them  at 
his  son's  chambers  in  the  Temple,  when  I  fmind 
among  them  those  very  originals  of  Fenn's  third  and 
fourth  volumes  which  eight  years  before  he  could 
not  believe  were  in  his  possession  !  Every  one  of 
them,  I  think,  was  there  with  just  two  exceptions — 
the  first  a  document  which,  as  already  mentioned, 
was  found  at  Dungatc ;  the  second  a  letter  (No.  jS 
in  this  edition)  now  preserved  at  Holland  House, 
the  existence  of  which  nas  made  known  totnc  before 
my  second  volume  was  issued  by  a  recent  book  of 
the  Princess  Marie  Liechtenstein.' 

It  was  mortifying,  I  confess,  not  to  have  received 
earlier  intdliyence  of  a  fact  that  I  had  suspected  all 
along.  But  it  was  better  to  have  learned  it  at  the 
last  moment  than  not  till  after  my  last  volume  was 
publislied.  So,  having  made  two  Apix;ndices  already 
to  that  volume,  the  only  thing  to  do  was  to  add  i 
third,  in  which  the  reader  will  find  a  brief  note  of 
the  discovery,  with  copies  of  some  of  the  unpublished 
letters,  and  as  full  an  account  of  the  others  belonging 
to  the  same  period  as  circumstances  would  permit. 
Altogether  there  were  no  less  than  ninety-five  new 
original  letters  belonging  to  the  period  found  at 
Roydon  Hall,  along  with  the  originals  of  Fetm's 
third  and  fourth  volumes. 

In  July  iSSS  these  Roydon  Hall  Mss.  were  offered 
for  sale  at  Christie's,  They  consisted  then  of  311 
letters,    mainly    the   originals   of  Fenn's   third   and 
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fourtli  volumes,  and  of  those  described  in  my 
Appendix.  Of  the  formei  set  ihere  were  only  Foui 
letiers  wanting,  viz.  the  two  in  volume  lii.  whose 
existence  is  accounted  for  elsewhere,  and  Iwo  in 
volume  iv.  'which,'  the  sale  catalogue  observes,  'are 
noted  by  Fenn  himself  as  being  no  longer  in  his 
possession.'  As  to  the  letters  in  my  Appendix  the 
catalogue  goes  on  to  say  : — 

'Of  ihf  iiineiy-fii'e  adtlitional  letiers  above  menLitnied 
(GaiTilnec.  QQ2-[c&6)y^ur  ait?  missing  (Ko^  loib,  1029,  lo77. 
I0S5),  On  the  other  hand,  on  cu-llaiing  the  present  collection 
with  ibc  printetl  vntumcj,  ll  wa^  founO  to  c()iila.in  /our  cthtri 
of  which  n»  fccard  ciista  eicliL'r  in  Fcnii's  ur  Mi.  Gainlnvi'i 
riiitiuD.  and  which  c-ou  sequent  ly  np[icar  Id  hive  cscn^il  the 
liolicc  o(  iHc  latter  eenlleriiACi  wliile  eimninini;  the  IreasiiC'Csat 

RoydMt  lliXL' 

•The  latter  genlltrman '  liegs  Itave  lo  say  here  that 
ht  nevi:r  was  at  Roytton  Hall  in  his  life,  and  wis 
only  allowed  lo  examine  such  of  the  '  treasures ' 
found  there  as  were  placed  beforu  liim  in  the  year 
1875  in  a  certain  chamber  in  (he  Temple.  A  well- 
known  hooltseller  purchased  the  Mss.  ofTered  at 
Christie's  for  500  [guineas,  and  some  years  later  (in 
189&)  sold  Ihem  to  the  British  Museum.  They  are 
thus,  at  length,  available  for  general  consultation. 
TX'xs  number  of  missing  originals,  however,  is  not 
quite  a.^  given  in  Christie's  sale  catalogue.  There 
are  four,  not  two,  lacking  of  volume  iv.  On  the 
other  hand,  only  two  lutters  of  the  Apjiendix  are 
wanting.' 

About  fifteen  years  after  the  discovery  at  Roydon 
there  came  another  discovery  elsewhere.  On  the 
39th  Maicb-iB^tait  .was  announced  in  KhcAfhinaum 
that  the  missing  odfiinals  of  Fetin's  first  and  second 
volumes — that  is  to  say,  the  mss.  presented  to  King 

1  The  lauiiinE  Icllrri  uf  vuluiiie  iv.  (it«  Nos,  3<,  V7<  W-  ^^^  loi.i'SB*. 

4.79><  t^Ti^]  ■■  ^ri^  ^3]^  ^fttkU  cJltinjEi).  1'^r  li^t  i>tvf  F  formed  port  of  l^enil'i 
auTcciWn-  I  tlu  iiui  kno-w  uf  jny  o<Lhcr  aolcd  ty  ham  oji  *na  loniEcr  m  hit 
poiH-^slon-'  TJic  lulcrs  irii-vitEEi^  of  ll><^  Ap|*iidia  art-  uBiljr  Noi,  J97  an-d 
f oig.  Of  thr  fnur  sajrl  t4-»  Iv  iniii^tnfE  in  Ctrc^lvcS  cal^ihgur.  ii>i6  1.^  nnt  n 
dcxunKatl  .it  ^]],  tSiPz  jiuiaLct  having  bt-CD  ncndtntiy  ^Ikiuifcd  ib  the  triven- 
iwir,  arrl  itae  other  (Iircc  afe  in  llic  Urilisb  Museum.  Nu.  loHi  bowcftii 
u  inacmi-alcly  ili's-^ibid  irt  iIie  AppuidU- 
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t^Orge  Iir. —  had  likewise  Coftie  lo  light  agiin. 
Tncy"TTcrc  fojnd  at  Orwell  Park,  in  SulTolk,  in  i88q, 
after  the  death  of  the  late  Colonel  Tomline,  andj 
they  remajn  ihcrfi  in  ihe  posiiession  of  his  cousin,} 
Mr.  E.  G.  Prelyman,  M.F.  for  Woodbridgc,  who/ 
kindly  showed  them  to  me  at  his  house  soon  after 
their  discovery.  They  have  come  to  him  among 
family  papers  and  heirlooms  of  which,  being  on!y 
tenant  for  life,  he  is  not  free  lo  dispose  until  some 
doubts  can  be  removed  as  to  their  past  history  ;  and 
I  accordingty  forbear  from  saying  more  on  this  point 
except  that  their  place  of  deposit  indicates  that  they 
may  either  have  got  mixed  with  tht:  private  pap«is 
and  books  of  Pitt,  of  which  a  lar(;e  number  are  in 
the  Orwell  library,  or  with  tliose  of  his  old  tutor  and 
secretary,  Dr.  George  Prctyman,  better  known  as 
Bishop  Tomline-  Dr.  Pretyman  had  just  been 
appointtxl  Bishop  of  Lincoln  when  Fenn  published 
his  first  two  volumes,  and  it  was  many  years  after- 
wards that  he  assumed  the  name  of  Tomline.  But 
whether  these  mss.  came  to  his  hands  or  to  Pitt's,  or 
under  what  circumstances  they  were  delivered  to 
either,  there  is  no  evidence  to  show.  Possibly  the 
King's  illness  in  17SS  prevented  their  being  placed, 
or,  it  may  be,  replaced,  in  the  Royal  Library,  where 
they  were  intended  to  remain. 

The  present  edition  uf  the  Letters  is,  as  regards 
the  text,  a  mere  reprint,  with  some  very  slight 
corrections,  of  the  three  volumes  edited  by  me  and 
published  by  Mr.  Arber  in  1871-1S75,  That  edition 
was  printiid  from  stereotype  plates,  and  the  demand 
for  copies  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time  ;  but 
a  reissue  was  undesirable  till  some  changes  had 
been  effected  in  the  prefaces  and  introductions  to 
those  three  volumes.  No  great  alterations  of  the 
text  seemed  requisite,  as  very  few  material  errors 
have  bten  brought  to  the  editor's  notice,  and  all  the 
corrections  at  present  practicable  have  been  supplied 
by  a  slight  extension  of  the  list  of  errata.     But  as 
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regards  the  preface  it  was  imperative  to  prevent  the 
reissue  of  a  number  of  statements  which  are  no  longer 
true;  and  the  opportunity  has  been  t^ikcn  to  intro- 
duce some  sEight  improvements  into  the  introduction 
as  well.  Accordingly,  all  the  separate  prefaces  and 
introductions  to  the  three  volunies  printed  by  Mr. 
Arber  have  been  cancelled.  One  single  preface  here 
emhracfs  ail  the  facts  contained  in  the  three  former 
prefaces^  correcting  errors  and  bringing  the  informa- 
tion up  Lq  date.  One  single  introduction  also  con- 
tains the  three  former  introductions  broiiyht  together 
so  that  they  may  be  read  consecutively,  with  just 
one  or  two  slight  additions  and  amendments,  besides 
the  correction  of  positive  errors,  wherever  they  have 
been  detected. 

An  almost  perfect  edition,  no  doubl,  might  con- 
ceivably be  produced  with  consideralilo  labour  and 
expense  if  any  one  could  be  induced  to  devote  the 
necessary  lime  and  energy  to  the  task  of  collating 
all  the  letters  witli  the  long-lost  originals,  now  that 
they  have  been  so  completely  recovered,  and  supply- 
ing all  the  missing  passages.  But  so  great  a  work, 
even  if  the  editor  succeeded  after  all  In  including  all 
the  stray  Paston  Letters  of  the  period,  would  hardly 
justify,  even  in  a  younger  and  less  occupied  man 
than  myself,  the  sacrifices  that  it  would  involve 
For  even  now  a  number  of  originals  arc  in  private 
hands,  and  only  williln  the  last  few  years  collec- 
tions once  kept  Ingether  have  been  separated  and 
deranged.  Moreover,  the  gain  to  historical  or  philo- 
logical study  from  a  more  complete  edition  would 
really,  I  believe,  be  comparatively  slight :  for,  as  I 
showed  by  repeated  and  fresh  evidences  in  each  of 
my  former  prefaces,  we  have  every  reason  to  trust 
LKern's  care  and  accuracy  as  an  editor.     His   rais- 

idings  are  really  very  few,  his  method  of  procedure 
having  been  such  as  to  prevent  their  lieing  either 
many  or  serious;  while  as  to  his  suppressions  I  have 
found  no  reason  to  betievC)  from  what  examination 
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I  have  been  able  to  make,  that  any  of  them  were  of 

.  Tery  material  importance. 

It  was  not  editoria.1   cartlessness  on  Fenn's  part 

I  whicli  made  a  new  edition  desirable  in  1872.  It 
was,  first  of  all,  the  advance  of  historical  criticism 
'.siijce_^K  day^or  rather,  perhapa,  I  should  say,  of 
^he  means  of  verifying  many  things  by  the  publica- 
tion of  historical  sources  and  the  greater  accessibiLty 
cf  historical  records.  And  secondly,  the  discovery 
of  such  a  large  number  of  imprinted  documents 
belonj^ing  to  the  Paston ^Collection  made  it  possible 
|o  study  that  collecupn  as  a  whole,  and  fill  up  the 
outlines  of  informatjon  which  they  contained  on 
mntt-trs  both  imblic  and  private.  On  this  subject 
I  may  be  allowed  simply  to  quote  what  I  said  in 
1877  in  the  preface  to  the  first  volume  : — 

'The  errors  in  Fenn's  chronology  are  numerous, 
and  30  exceedingly  misleading  that,  indispensable  as 
these  Letters  now  are  to  the  historian,  there  is  not  a 
single  historian  who  has  made  use  of  them  but  has 
misdated  some  event  or  other,  owing  lo  their  in- 
accurate arrangement.  Even  writers  who  have  been 
most  on  their  guard  in  some  places  have  suffered 
themselves  to  be  misled  in  others.  This  is  no 
reproach  to  the  former  Editor,  whose  worl(  is  indeed 
a  perfect  model  of  care  and  accuracy  for  the  days  in 
which  he  lived ',  but  historical  criticism  has  advanced 
since  that  time,  and  facilities  abound  which  did  not 
then  exist  for  comparing  one  set  of  documents  with 
another,  and  testing  the  accuracy  of  dates  by  public 
records.  The  completion  of  Elomefield's^^ij/ffT)"^ 
N^olk,  and  the  admirable  index  ad3e3~to  I'BanTOrk 
of  late  years  by  Mn  Chadwick,  have  also  been  of 
eminent  service  in  verifying  minute  facts.  Moreover, 
the  comprehensive  study  of  the  whole  correspond- 
ence, with  the  advantage  of  having  a  part  already 
published  to  refer  to,  has  enabled  me  in  many  cases 
to  see  the  exact  bearing  of  jiarlicular  letters,  which 
before  seemed  to  have  no  certain    place  in   the 
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chronology,  not  oaly  upon  public  events,  but  upon 
the  private  affairs  of  the  Paston  family.  I  trust 
therefore,  when  this  edition  is  completed,  it  will  be 
found  not  only  more  full,  but  more  accurate  and 
even  more  interesting,  than  the  former  one. 

'Still,  ii  is  certainly  produced  undera  dtsadvaniage 
in  the  absence  of  so  many  of  the  original  mss.,  and 
were  liiere  any  reasonable  hope  of  tlieir  being  re- 
covered within  a  definite  and  not  very  remote  period 
of  time.  It  might  perhaps  have  been  a  question 
whether  a  new  edition  should  not  be  delayed  til! 
then.  But  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  M&s, 
whirh  ha»e  been  undiscovered  for  more  than  eighty 
years  should  not  remain  so  eighty  years  longer,  if 
the  indifference  Or  the  aCCidetit,  whateier  it  may  be, 
which  has  caused  them  to  be  overloolced,  be  made 
an  argument  against  turning  to  the  best  account 
those  which  we  now  aftually  possess.  And  there  is 
the  less  reason  for  hesitating,  because  we  have  very 
satisfactory  evidence  th.il  in  reprinting  from  Fenn's 
edition  those  letters  of  which  the  originals  are  lost, 
we  are  not  likely  to  reproduce  any  very  serious 
blunders.  The  care  taken  by  Sir  John  Accimcyor 
Fenn  to  secure  the  accuracy  of  his  text  ("cniij  itxi 
can  be  proved  by  many  tests.  It  might,  indeed,  be 
inferred  from  the  elaborate  plan  of  editing  thai  he 
adopted,  exhibiting  in  every  case  two  transcripts  of 
the  same  letter,  the  one  to  show  (he  precise  spelling 
and  punctuation  of  the  original,  the  other  to  facili- 
tate the  perusal  by  modern  orthography,  A  work 
on  which  so  much  pains  were  bestowed,  and  which 
was  illustrated  besides  by  mimcrous  facsimiles  of  the 
original  handwritings,  signatures,  paper-marks,  and 
seals  of  the  letters,  was  not  likely  to  have  been 
executed  in  a  slovenly  manner,  in  so  far  as  the  text 
is  concerned.  But  we  are  not  left  in  this  case  to 
mere  presumptive  evidence.  The  originals  of  the 
fifth  volume  have  been  minutely  examined  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  compared  all 
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through  with  the  printed  text,  and  the  general  result 
of  this  examination  was  that  the  errors  are  very  few, 
and  for  the  most  part  trivial.  Now,  if  this  was  the 
case  with  legard  to  thai  volume,  which  it  must  be 
reinenilsered  was  published  after  Fenn's  death  from 
tr-anscripts  prepared  for  the  press,  and  had  not  the 
benefit  of  a  final  revision  of  the  proof-sheets  by  the 
editor,  we  have  surely  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  preceding  volumes  were  at  least  not  less  accurate, 
*  At  all  events,  any  inaccuracies  that  may  exist 
in  Ihem  were  certainly  not  the  result  of  negligence. 
I  have  been  favoured  by  Mr,  Alrnacit,  of  Mtilford, 
near  Sudhury,  in  SulTolk,  with  the  loan  of  several 
sheets  of  MS.  notes  bequeathed  to  him  by  the  late 
Mf-  DaEton,  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  who  transcribed 
a  number  of  the  original  mss,  for  Sir  John  I'enn. 
The.se  papers  contain  a  host  of  minute  queries  and 
criticisms,  which  were  the  result  of  a  close  examina- 
tion of  the  first  four  volumes,  undertaken  al  Fenn's 
request.  Those  on  the  first  two  volumes  are  dated 
OP  the  3rd  and  7  th  of  May  1 7SS,  more  than  a  year 
after  the  book  was  published.  But  on  vols.  iii.  and 
iv.  there  are  two  separate  sets  of  observations,  the 
first  of  which  were  made  on  the  transcripts  before 
they  were  sent  to  press,  tht;  other,  like  those  on  the 
two  first  volumes,  on  the  published  letters.  From 
an  eKani (nation  of  these  criticisms,  and  also  from  the 
results  of  the  examination  of  the  fifth  volume  by  the 
committee  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,'  I  have 
beert  led  to  the  opinion  that  the  manner  in  which 
Mwie  in  uhich  Sir  JoKn  Fenn  prepared  his  materials  for 
'(rc''iri\'cri'f^''  ^^^  press  wa.>!  as  folfows : — Two  copies 
poi.iitairan.  were  first  made  of  every  letter,  the  OPe  in 
the  exact  spelling  and  punctuation  of  the  original,  the 
other  in  modern  orthography.  Doth  these  copies 
were  taki^n  direct  from  the  origin.il,  and  possibly  in 
the  case  of  the  (irsl  Iwo  volumes  they  were  both 
made  by  Fenn  himself.  In  vols.  iii.  and  Jv.,  how- 
'  Artirti,  rol.  *1L  p.  yt- 
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ever,  it  is  ata.led  llial  many  of  the  Iranscripls  were 
made  by  Mr.  Dallon,  while  ihose  of  vol.  v.  were 
found  to  be  almost  all  in  his  handwriting  when  ihal 
volume  was  sent  to  press  in  1S23.'  But  thia  state- 
ment probably  rerers  only  to  the  copies  in  the 
antique  spelling.  Those  in  modern  spt-Hing  1  be- 
lieve to  have  been  made  for  the  most  part,  if  not 
altogether,  by  Fenn  himself.  When  compleledj  the 
two  copies  were  pla<:ed  side  by  side,  and  ffiven  to 
Mr.  Dallon  to  take  home  with  him.  Mr,  DaltoD 
then  made  a  close  comparison  of  the  two  versions, 
and  pointed  out  every  instance  in  which  he  found 
the  slightest  disagreement  between  them,  or  where 
tie  thought  311  explanation  might  be  usefully  bracketed 
into  the  modern  version.  These  comments  in  the 
case  of  vol.  iii.  are  upwards  of  iioo  in  number,  and 
eslend  over  eighteen  clo.>iL'ly  wrilten  pages  quarto. 
It  is  clear  that  they  one  and  all  received  the  fullest 
consideration  fiorn  Sir  John  Fenn  before  the  work 
was  published.  Every  one  of  the  discrepancies 
pointed  out  between  the  two  versions  is  rectified  in 
tlie  printed  volume,  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
that  in  every  such  case  the  original  ms.  was  again 
referred  to,  to  settle  the  disputed  reading. 

'One  or  two  illustrations  of  this  may  not  be  un- 
acceptable to  ihe  reader.  The  foliowtny  are  among 
the  observations  made  by  Mr.  Dalton  on  the  tran- 
scripts of  vol.  iii,  as  prepared  for  press. 
In  Letter  vjii.  was  a  passage  in  which  ""'^"■ 
occurred  Ihe  words,  "that  had  of  your  father  certain 
lands  om  seven  years  or  eight  years  agonc."  Mr. 
llalton's  experience  as  a  transcriber  appears  lo  have 
suggested  to  him  that  "one"  was  a  very  cominon 
misreading  of  the  word  "over"  in  ancient  mss.,  and 
he  accordingly  suggested  that  word  as  making  better 
StQS-e.  His  surmise  turned  out  io  be  the  true  read- 
ing, and  the  passage  stands  corrected  accordingly  in. 
the  printed  volume.    In  Letter  xxiv.  there  was  a  dis- 

1  Set  AJvcrtiscmcal  \n  Uic  bc^^QDiinc  ufthi:  volumci  jj.  irii. 
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crepancy  in  the  date  between  the  trunscript  in  AticJenl 
spL'liiiig  and  the  modem  versio]i.  In  the  latter  it; 
was  "  the  4tli  day  of  December,"  whereas  the  former ' 
gave  it  as  the  jrd.  On  exaTnJnation  it  appears  thiU 
the  inodf.ni  version  was  I'ouiid  lo  l)e  correcl,  a  Roman 
"tiij."  having  be^en  misread  in  the  other  as  "iij  " 
Thus  we  have  very  sufficient  evidence  that  the 
modern  copy  could  not  have  been  taken  from  the 
ancient,  but  was  nxaJe  independently  from  the 
original  MS.  .»\iiolher  instaticc  of  the  same  thmg 
occurs  in  the  bej-inning  of  Letter  xli.,  where  the 
words  "  to  ray  fwiver "  had  been  omitted  in  the  literal 
transcript,  but  were  found  in  the  modern  i:opy.  \ 

'  Mr  nalton's  patl  in  the  work  of  transcription 
appears  cltaily  in  several  of  his  observations.  One 
of  the  transcripts  is  frequently  referred  lo  as  "my 
copy";  and  an  observation  made  on  Letter  Ixxxvj. 
shows  pretty  clearly  that  the  copy  so  ruferrcd  to  was 
the  literal  one.  At  the  bottom  of  that  letter  is  the 
following  brief  postscript: — "Uiinam  isic  mundus 
malignus  transirct  et  coneupiscontia  ejus";  on  which 
Mr.  Ualton  remarks  as  follows: — "I  have  added 
this  on  your  copy  as  supposing  it  an  oversight,  and 
hope  it  is  properly  inserted,"  Thus  it  appears  that 
Mr,  Daltan's  own  transcript  liad  the  words  which 
were  deticient  in  the  other,  and  that,  being  tolerably 
certain  they  existtid  in  the  original,  he  transferred 
them  to  the  copy  made  by  l^enn.  Now  when  il  is 
considered  thai  thuse  words  are  written  in  the 
original  ms.  with  peculiarly  crabbed  contractions, 
whieh  had  to  be  preserved  in  the  literal  version  as 
exactly  as  ihcy  could  be  represented  in  typt','  it  will*  | 
I  think,  appear  evident  thai  Mr.  Dalton  could  never 
have  ventured  to  supply  them  in  such  a  form  without 
the  original  before  him.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
his  copy  was  the  literal  transcript,  and  that  of  Fenn 
the  modern  version. 

1  The  foil uwing  ii  ihe  tiaci  Foiin  in  whith  ihey  *i3ind  m  llie  lileral  or*  j 


rth. 
r 
set 
ed 

cai 
acL 

ca 


Aga.ir,  iiv  Letter  xxsi.  of  tKe  same  volume,  on  the 
ond  last  line  of  page  137  occur  the  wnrds,  "that 
e  obey  not  the  certiorari."     On  this  passage  occurs 
the  following  query— "The  word  for  'ohey'  seems 
unintelligible.     Have  I  not  ctred  rrom  the  original 
in  my  copy  ?  "     Another  case  will  shoiv  h-ow  by  this 
aniiiution  the  errors    of   the   original    Iransrrifils 
ere  tliminalcd.     In    letter  sxxiv.j  at  ihe   huttom 
pp.    144-5.  occurs  the  name  of  Will  or  William 
itaunton.       It   appears    this    nanie   was   first    tran- 
scribed   as    "  Robert    Fraunion "    In    the    right   or 
odern  version;    on    which    Mr,    iJalton   remarks, 
It    is  William   in   orig,"   (Mr.    Ualton    constantly 
ks  of  the  transcript  in  ancient  sjjclling  as  the 
original "  in  these  notes,  though  it  is  clear  he  had 
yt  lb*  teal  original  before  him  at  ihe  time  he  made 
them).     Strangely  enough,  Mr.  Ualton  docs  not  sus- 
ct  the  surname  as  well  as  the  Christian  name,  but 
is  clear  that  both  were  wrong,  ai^cj  that  they  v/i^tt 
set  right  in  consequence  of  ihis  query  directing  the 
editor's  attention  once  more  to  the  urijjinal  Ms. 

'Tbtse  instances,  we  irusi.,  will  be  sufficiictil  to 
convince  the  reader  of  the  scrupulous  care  and 
accuracy  with   which  Sir  John   Fenn   prepared    his 

S.terials  for  the  press, 
'  It  has.  therefore,  been  our  principle  in  this  pub- 
cation    to   reprint    from    Fenn's   edition   all    those 
letters   of  which  the  originals   hav<;   not    yet    been 
recovered,  and  to  print  rart;fully  from  the  mss.  in  all 
cases   where   the  mss,  are  accessible.     In  followinf" 
ibe  text  given  by  tVnn,  the  only  liheriy  we  have 
allowed  ourselves  has  been  to  extend  the  contracted 
words,   io   as   to   make    ihcm    intelligible    to    the 
ordinary  reader  ;  and  oven  in  this  we  have  always 
been  guided  by  the  interpretation  given   by   Fciin 
himself  in    his   modern    version.      The  f];^.  at  ihji 
public  has,  therefore,  in  this  edition  a  Ejinifii- 
complete  transcript  of  all  the  imporlant  letters   of 
this  collection,  of  which  the  text  could  be  in  any 
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way  obtained.      At  the  same  time  we  have  not' 
thouglil  lit  to  omit  all  iiolice  wlialever  even  uf  those 
letters  tliiit  seemed   lo  be  of  too  litiie   intertist   lo 
merit  publication,     Of  every  such  letter  an  abslracl 
will  be  found  inserted  in  whal  in  believed  to  be  its - 
true  place  in  the  series.     Abstracts  are  also  given  offl 
documents   that  are  too  lengthy  and  formal  to  be 
printed,  and,  in  one  case^  of  a  letter  sotd  at  a  public 
sale,  of  which   a  transcript  is  not  now  procurable. 
In   the  same  manner,   wherever  I  have  found   the 
slightest  note  or  reference,  whether  in  Fenn's  foot- 
notes or  in  Ulomeriiild's  jVtf/^/A — whi-rea  few  such  re- 
ferences may  be  met  with — lo  any  letter  that  appears 
originally  to  have  belonged  to  the  faston  correspond-  i 
ence,  even  though  the  original  be  now  inaccessible,  I 
and  our  information  about  the  contents  the  most  ■■ 
scanty,  the  reader  will   find  a  notice  of  all  that  is 
known  about  the  missing  document  in  the  present  i  ■ 
publication.'  M 

Two  years  later,  on  the  publication  of  the  second™ 
volume  of  the  new  edition,  the  examination  of  the 
original  of  No.  38  at  Holland  House  gave  further 
evidence  of  what  I  had  already  said  of  Fenn's 
editorial  care.  This  was  a  letter  thai  had  bct-n 
already  reprinted  in  the  first  volume  from  the  third 
volume  of  Fenn,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  known 
what  had  bucome  of  ihe  original  ms.  Only  one 
other  document  of  Fenn's  third  volume  liad  at  that 
time  turned  up,  and  in  both  these  pajwrs,  as  1 
remarked  in  my  Second  Preface,  the  exact  spelling 
was  given  with  the  most  scnjpulDus  aecuraey,  so 
that  there  was  scarcely  the  most  trivial  variation 
between  the  originals  and  the  printed  text.  But  a 
more  careful  estimate,  alike  of  Fenn's.  merits  and  of 
his  defects  as  an  editor,  became  possible  when  on  the 
publication  of  the  third  volume  of  the  new  edition, 
I  was  able,  as  1  have  already  said,  to  announce,  at 
the  last  moment,  the  result  of  a  cursory  inspection 
of  the  ongitials  of  bis  third  and   fourth   volumes. 
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And  what   L  said  at   that  Imie  may  be  Here  Iran- 
scrbed : — 

'  The  recovery  of  ihese  lonR-lost  originals,  although, 
unfoniiJialely.  too  late  to  be  of  the  use  it  miglii  have 
been  in  this  ediiion.  is  impijna.ni  in  two  ways  ■  first, 
as  affording  an  aildilional  means  of  testing  Feiin's 
accuracy  as  an  editor;  anil  secondty,  as  a  means  tsf 
testing;  the  soundness  of  some  orctasional  iiirerence& 
which  the  pK'Scnt  Editor  was  obliged  to  draw  for 
himsulf  in  the  absence  of  the  originals.  More  than 
one  instance  occurs  in  lliis  work  in  which  il  will  be 
seen  that  I  have  vc-nlnred  to  eliminnte  from  the  lexl 
as  spurious  a  heading  printetl  by  Fenn  as  if  it  were  a 
pnrt  of  the  document  wJiich  it  precedes.  Thus,  in 
No.  19,  I  pointed  out  that  the  title,  in  which  Judge 
Paslon  is  called  "Sir  William  I'aston,  knip;ht,"  could 
nol  possibly  b«  conternporaneous  :  and  ilie  ducument 
itself  shows  that  this  opinion  was  viaW  founded:.  It 
bears,  indeed,  a  modern  endor'iement  in  a  handwriting 
of  the  last  century  much  to  the  same  eifect  as  Sir 
jobn  Kenn's  heading  ;  but  this,  of  course,  isnoaiitho- 
lity  at  all.  In  the  same  way  I  showed  tliat  the  ritle 
printed  by  Fenn,  as  a  headinu  to  No.  191,  was  nllerly 
erroneotis,  and  could  not  possibly  have  existed  in  the 
original  Ms.  This  conclusion  h  also  substantiated  liy 
the  documeiil,  which,  1  may  add,  hears  in  the  margin 
the  heading  "Copia,"  showing  that  it  was  a  iranscript. 
The  docuincnl  itself  lieint;  an  important  State  I'aper, 
there  were  probably  a  number  of  copies  made  at  the 
time  ;  but  as  no  others  have  been  preserved,  it  is  only 
known  lo  us  as  one  of  Ihe  Paston  l^-tters. 

■•  Another  Slate  Paper  (No.  2S8),  of  which  a  ropy 
waj!  likewise  sent  lo  John  Paston,  has  a  heading  which 
Sir  John  Fcnn  very  curiously  misread.  It  is  printed 
in  Ihis  edition  as  it  stands  in  ihe  first,  Vadatvr  J.  P., 
meaning  apparently  "John  Paslon  gi\'es  security,  or 
stands  pledf^ed."  Hut  it  turtis  out  on  essiiflin-ilion 
that  the  reading  of  the  original  is  Tradntur  J.  P. 
\\xx  this  be  delivered  to  John  Paston). 


THE    PASTON    LETTERS 


'To  return  to  No.  19,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  was 
obliged  to  reprint  from  Fenn  in  the  preliminary  note 
a  few  words  which  he  had  found  written  on  the  back 
of  ihe  letter,  of  which  it  was  difficult  to  maie  any 
perfect  sense,  but  which  seemed  to  imply  thai  the 
bill  was  delivered  to  Parlianienl  in  the  13th  year  of 
Henry  vi.  I  pointed  out  that  there  seemed  to  be 
some  error  in  this,  as  no  Parliamentactuallymet  in  the 
rjth  year  of  Hi'^nry  vi.  The  original  endorsement, 
however,  is  perfectly  intelligible  and  consistent  with 
facts,  when  once  it  has  been  accurately  deciphered. 
The  handwriting,  indeed,  is  very  crabbed,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  I  was.  puzzled;  but  the  words  are 
as  follows. :^"  Falsa  billa  Will'i  Dallyng  ad  parlia- 
mentum  tempore  quo  Henricus  Grey  fuit  vicecomes, 
ante  annum  terciodecimum  Regis  Henrici  vj*','  I 
find  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  Henry  Grey  was  sheriff 
{vuecafnes)  o{  Norfolk,  first  in  the  8th  and  gth,  and 
again  in  the  izth  and  13th  y^ear  of  Henry  vi.„  and 
that  Harliamenl  sat  in  November  and  Decemljer  of 
the  izlh  year  (1433) ;  so  that  the  date  of  the  docu- 
ment is  one  year  earlier  than  that  assigned  to  it. 

'Again,  I  ventured  to  question  on  internal  evidence 
the  authorship  ofa  letter  {No.  910)  which  Fenn  had 
assigned  to  William  Paslon,  the  uncle  of  Sir  John 
Paslon.  At  the  end  is  the  signature  "WyU'm  Paston," 
with  a  reference  in  Fenn  to  a  facsimile  engraved  in  a 
previous  volume.  But  the  evidence  seemed  to  me 
very  strong  that  the  William  I'aston  who  wrote  this 
letter  was  not  Sir  John's  uncle,  but  his  brother.  The 
inspection  of  the  original  letter  itself  has  proved  tome 
that  I  was  right.  The  signatures  of  the  two  Williams 
were  not  altogether  unlike  each  other;  but  the  signa- 
ture appended  to  this  letter  is  unquestionably  that  of 
the  younger  man,  not  of  his  uncle ;  while  the  facsimile, 
to  which  Venn  erroneously  refers  the  reader,  is  that  fif 
the  uncle's  signature  taken  from  a  different  letter. 

'  It  may  perhaps  be  conceived  thai  if  even  these  few 
errors  could  be  detected  in  Fenn's  work  by  one  who 
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d  not  yet  an  oppOrllinity  of  consulting  the  Original 
S.,  a  large  number  of  others  would  be  discovered 
a  minute  comparison  of  the  printed  volumes  with 
le  Eetlers  themselves.  This  suspicion,  however,  is 
scarcely  home  out  by  the  facts.  I  cannot  profess  to 
have  made  anything  like  an  e-xhaustivo  cxanii nation, 
but  so  far  as  I  have  compared  theSe  WSS,  with  the 
printed  text,  I  find  no  evidence  of  more  than  very 
occasional  inaccuracy,  and,  generally  speaking,  in 
matters  very  immaterial.  On  the  contrary,  an  inspec- 
tifin  of  these  last  recovered  originals  has  greatly  con- 
firmed this  opinion,  which  ihe  originals  previously 
discovered  enabled  me  to  fom»,  ol  the  scrupulous 
elity  and  care  with  which  the  letters  were  first 
iled.  For  the  most  part,  not  only  the  words,  but 
le  exact  spelling  of  the  mss.  is  preseiYCd,  with 
merely  the  most  trifling  variations.  Sir  John,  indeed, 
was  not  n  t ra i n e^^rc !i t vist ,  and  ther^-ar^-what  may 
be  called  errors  of  system  in  his  ntode  of  reading, 
such  as,  for  instance,  the  omission  of  contractions 
that  may  be  held  to  represent  a  final  g,  or  the  render- 
inj;  a  ftn:Ll  dasli  by  s  insti;ad  of  fs-  it)  sucb  things 
the  plan  that  he  pursued  was  obvious.  But  it  is 
manifest  that  in  other  respects  he  is  very  accurate 
deed  ;  for  he  ha4  mad<?  so  careful  a  study  of  iht-se 
IBS.  that  he  was  quite  familiar  with  most  of  the 
cient  modes  of  handwriting,  and,  on  the  whol*, 
very  seldom  niistool:  a  reading, 

'  I  may  add,  that  this  recent  discovery  enables  me 
vindicate  his  accuracy  in  one  place,  even  where  it 
before  to  be  very  strangely  at  fault.  .At  ihe 
Letter  iii.  of  the  fifth  volume  (No.  681  of 
ttits  edition),  occurs  in  the  original  edition  the  follow- 
ing postscript :— "I  warn  you  keep  this  letter  close, 
and  lose  it  not ;  rather  bum  it."  On  comparing  this 
letter  with  the  original,  the  Committee  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  some;  years  ago,  were  amazed  to  find 
e  was  no  such  postscript  in  the  ms.,  and 
Hey  were  a  good  deal  at  a  loss  to  account  for  Its 
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*Thu3  Lcttci  ST  of  tbi«  cditioo  (vol  oL,  l^etter  vi, 
ill  1'Vnn)  »  only  a  bcicf  extnct.  the  origiiia]  bdtig  a 
firry  hm^  letter,  ttiou^  the  sut^ects  Hwched  opoo 
Arc  not  oi  >vt)'  grmt  tntvnst.  Sd  also  I.«tt«t  ITl 
(1^'ttrr  s\x.  ill  Kt-nn's  third  vnlaBie)  is  a  set  of 
PKlrnci^.       U'tttT    ISS   (nW.    iii.,    Letter  nxtx^    to 
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id  the   firsl   part   of  what 


n)  is  the  same 
given  as  a  postscript  is  not  a  postscript  in  the 
original,  but  actually  comes  before  the  first  primed 
psragrapli. 

'  In  short,  it  was  the  aim  of  Sir  John  Fenu  lo  re- 
produce wifh  accuracy  tht  spelling  and  the  style  of 
the  Mss.  he  had  beforu  him  ;  but  as  for  thu  substance, 
to  give  only  so  much  as  he  thought  would  be  really 
interesting.  The  letters  themselves  he  regarded  rather 
as  specimens  of  epistolary  art  in  the  fifteenCh  century 
than  as  a  substantial  contribution  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  times.  To  have  given  a  complete  transcript  of ' 
every  letter,  or  even  a  rhwmi  in  his  own  words  of  all 
thai  concerned  Eawsuits,  leases,  balliifTs'  accounts,  and 
a  number  of  olher  matters  of  equally  little  interest, 
fonre-tt  no  part  of  his  design  ;  but  the  task  that  he 
had  really  set  himself  he  executed  with  admirable 
fidtlJty.  He  grudged  no  labour  or  expense  in  tracing 
facsimiles  of  the  signatures,  the  seals,  and  the  water- 
marks on  the  paper.  AU  that  could  serve  to  illustrate 
the  manners  of  the  period,  either  in  the  contents  of 
the  letters,  or  in  the  handwritings,  or  the  mode  in 
which  they  were  folded,  he  esteemed  most  valuable  ; 
and  for  those  things  his  edition  will  continue  still  to 
be  much  priced.  But  as  it  was  clearly  impossible  in 
thatday  to  think  ofprinting  the  whole  correspondence, 
and  determining  precisely  the  chronology  by  an  ex- 
haustive study  of  minutia;,  there  seemed  no  good 
reason  why  he  should  not  give  two  or  three  paragraphs 
from  a  letter  without  feeling  bound  to  specify  that 
they  were  merely  extracts. 

'Yet  even  these  defects  are  not  of  freciucnt  occur- 
rence. The  omissions  are  by  no  means  numerous, 
and  ihe  matter  they  contain  is  generally  unimpoitant 
in  itself,  I3y  a  protracted  inquiry,  which  would  have 
dcl.iyed  the  publication  of  this  volume  loo  seriously 
lo  be  worth  while,  some  few  points  of  additional 
inleresl  might  perhaps  have  been  gleaned  even  from 
these  minuti.t,  and  possibly  some  slight  errors  in  our 
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chronology  might  have  been  corrected  by  ihe  re- 
ferences contained  In  different  leUers  to  nulteis  of 
subordinate  importance,  But  even  m  such  thtngs  tht 
gain  would  have  been  small,  and  our  inferences  would 
have  remained  in  some  cases  liable  to  still  further 
correction  when  the  Mss.  presented  <o  King  UeoigC 
III.  shall  be  again  discovered. 

'  1  have  therefore  not  attempted,  from  the  discover; 
of  so  many  mss.  at  the  Ust  moment,  to  supply  tht 
whole  of  Fenn's  omissions,  or  to  collate  his  primed 
text  with  every  one  of  the  originals.  But  to  test  ilie 
gcnemi  accuracy  of  ihe  first  edition,  I  have  compared 
one  or  two  letters  wiih  their  originals  throughout ;  and 
besides  making  a  cursory  examination  of  the  whole 
collection,  I  have  referred  to  parliciilat  passages  in 
the  M.^.  wherever  doiihts  had  occurred  to  me,  either 
from  the  obscurity  of  the  words  or  from  any  other 
cause,  as  to  the  cone^^iness  of  the  rt,-ading.  Thifi 
results  of  this  examination  will  be  found  in  an  Appen- 
dix at  the  end  of  the  Introduction.' 

To  this  AppL^ndix  I  again  refer  the  reader  m  cot^ 
tainingwhat  1  believe  to  be  really  among  ihe  most 
important  corrections  of  Kenn's  text  which  even  an 
exhaustive  examination  woyld  be  ]ikely  to  reveal. 

It  is  possible  now  for  the  pa  Ideographic  expert  to  test 
Fenn's  accuracy  more  carefully  than  ever,  seeing  that 
the  orjgUiak^f  all  hut  the  first  twa-VoUimes  are,  at 
this  day,  acetsssitile' in'  the  Uriiiish  Museum.  But 
what  has  been  just 'said  "wilt  no  doubt  satisfy  the 
ordinary  reader  on  this  score,  wherever  doeumenls 
have  been  simply  reprinted  from  the  old  edition, 
What  he  may  fairly  demand  besides  is  that  the 
letters  hitherlo  unprinled  should  be  aUo  laid  before 
him.  And  on  this  point  I  have  done  my  Wst  to 
satisfy  him  by  the  Supplement  printed  at  the  end 
of  this  Introduction  ;  which  contains  the  full  text  of 
most  of  ihe  letters  described  in  the  third  Appendix, 
and  one  or  two  unprintetl  letters  besides ;  in  addi- 
tion to  which,  it  will  be  seen,  t  have  included  an 
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original  letter  published  elsewhere,  and  a  few  further 
Piston  letters  preserved  in  Pembroke  College,  Cam- 
bridge- 
On  the  publication  of  the  first  volumi:  of  my 
tdilion  of  1873,  it  was  announct-d  on  the  title-page 
thai  it  would  contain  "upwards  of  four  hundred 
letters,  etc,  hitherto  unpublished.'  But  in  truth,  as 
the  work  went  on,  a  still  larger  number  of  original 
iiss.  came  under  my  notice,  and  the  total  collection 
increased  to  over  a  thousand  documents,  of  which 
more  than  six  hundred  had  never  bevn  printed 
before.  Among  these  were  the  Mss.  in  the  Douce 
ColIe<:lion  at  Oxford,  with  the  other  stray  documents 
in  the  Bodleian  Library  above  referred  to;  one  or 
two  of  which,  having  been  made  known  lo  me  loo 
late  for  insertion  under  their  proper  dates,  will  be 
found  in  Part  I.  of  the  Appendix  at  the  end  of 
volume  iii.  I  was  also  able  to  include  some  valua- 
able  papers  from  another  source,  which  were  referred 
as  follows  in  my  Preface  to  the  Second  Volume 
1874. 

'  In  addition  to  letters  and  documents  preserved  at 
one  time  by  the  Paston  family  themselves,  there  will 
be  found  in  the  present  volume  a  number  of  papers 
derived  fr&m  a  new  source — the  muniments  con- 
tained in  the  tower  of  Magdalene  College,  Oxford. 
As  the  execution  of  Sir  John  Fastolf's  will  tiltimately 
devolved  upon  Bishop  VVaynflete,  who,  instead  of  a 
college  at  Caister,  made  provision  for  a  foundation 
of  seven  priests  and  seven  poor  scholars  in  Magdalene 
College,  a  number  of  papers  relative  to  the  disputes 
between  the  executors  and  the  arrangement  between 
the  Bishop  and  John  Paston's  sons  have  been  pre- 
jeived  among  the  documents  of  that  college.  My 
attention  was  fust  called  to  these  two  or  three  years 
a£0  by  Mr.  Macray,  through  whom  1  obtained  copies, 
the  first  place,  of  some  entries  from  an  old  index 
the  deeds  relating  to  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  which 
id  already  been  referred  to  l)y  Chandler  in  his  Life 
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of  Bishop  Waynflete.  Afterwards  Mr.  Macray,  who 
has  for  som*  lime  been  engaged  in  a  catalogue  of 
the  whole  coUeciioii,  *\-as  obliging,  enough  to  send 
me  one  or  two  abstracts  of  his  own  made:  from  ihc 
original  documents.  But  before  ibis  volume  was 
ready  for  the  j-jr«.'ss,  He  was  able  lo  refer  mc  to  his 
own  report  on  the  rauninncnts  of  Magdalene  College, 
printed  in  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Historical  MSS. 
Comtnission,  wHicli  will  probably  be  issued  to  the 
pubhc  about  the  same  time  as  the  present  volume. 
Il  will  be  set-n  that  I  havt-  transcribed  several  inter- 
esting entrit^s  from  this  source.' 

It  may  now  be  desirable  to  ma]cea  brief  statement 
as  to  such  of  Ihc  ofiginaj  mss.  as  are  at  k-ngth  acces- 
sible to  the  student  in  the  British  Museum.  The 
four  volumes  of  the  'Additional  MSB.'  numbered 
S7,44,3  to  27,446  contain  the  oHgtn.ils  of  volume  V, 
of  the  first  edition  (Ft^im's)  ;vith  a  numlier  of  others 
first  printed  by  me  in  the  edition  of  1872-5.  The 
nine  volumes  which  follow  these,  viz.  'Additioiml 
MSS.'  27,447 — 27.45s,  containalso  Paston  tetters,  but 
of  a  latt;r  date,  and  papers  relating  lo  Sir  John  Fenn's 
publicfition,  ThC'tL-  is  also  a  separate-  volume  *f 
Paslon  Lelirrs'xw  'Additional  ws.'jj.scjj;  but  these, 
too,  are  mostly  of  a  later  date,  only  eight  ^which  are 
pfliiCcd  in  Hie  Suppleriieni)  being  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  Further,  there  are  the  Roydon  Hall  mss. 
which  are  contained  in  the  volumes  'Additional,' 
3^,8Sg-.9,  And  finally,  lliere  are  two  Paston  Jetttrs 
(also  pritited  in  the  Supplement)  in  'Additional  Ms.' 
35,251.  Thest;  are  all  that  are  in  the  British 
Museum. 

The  lapse  of  years  since  my  first  edition  of  these 
letters  was  issued,  in  1S72,  naturally  reminds  me  of 
the  loss  of  various  friends  who  favoured  and  assisted 
it  in  various  ways.  Amony  these  were  the  late 
Colonel  Chester,  Mr.  H.  C.  Coote,  Mr.  Richard 
Almack  of  Meiford,  Mr.  H'.  H,  Tumer  of  Oxford, 
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Ir.  J.  H.  tiurney,  Mr,  Fitch,  and  Mr.  I.'Estrange  of 
Norwich,  On  the  other  Imntl,  1  am  liappy  to  reL-kon 
still  among  the  lining  Dr.  Jesijopp,  Jlr.  Aldis  Wriglit, 
Miss  Toulniin  Smith,  and  Mr.  j,  C.  C.  Smith,  now  a 
retired  official  of  the  I'robate  Office  at  Somerset 
House,  who  nil  gave  me  kindly  help  so  lon^  ago. 
And  in  reference  lo  this  new  edition,  I  have  fuilher 
10  diiclare  my  obligations  to  Mr.  Walter  Rye,  a 
genlleman  well  known  as  the  best  living  iiuthorily 
on  Norfolk  tupo^rjphy  and  families,  for  most  friendly 
and  useful  assistance  in  the  way  of  notes  and 
suggestions. 

But  among  the  departed,  there  is  one  whom  I 
have  reserved  for  mention  liy  himself,  not  so  much 
for  any  particular  assi:5lancc  given  me  long  ago  in 
preparation  of  this  work  as  for  the  previous 
lucation  in  historical  study  which  I  feel  that  I 
ceived  fiom  intercourse  with  hiw.  1  had  been 
years  engaged  in  the  public  ser\-ice,  and  always 
thought  that  the  records  of  the  realm  ought  to  he 
belter  utilised  llian  they  were  in  those  days  for  the 
purpose  of  historical  research;  hiithoweve]i  Record 
clerks  were  to  become  well  acquainted  with  them 
under  the  conditiojis  then  easting  it  was  diHicull  Co 
_sce.  For  each  of  us  had  his  own  little  task  assigned 
him,  and  had  really  very  little  opportunity,  if  ever 
willing;,  Lo  go  beyond  it.  Nor  was  there  too  much 
encouragement  given  under  official  regulations  to 
anythmg  like  historical  training;  for  the  Record 
OBice,  when  first  constituted,  was  supposed  to  exist 
for  the  sake  of  litigants  who  wanted  copies  of  docu- 
ments, rather  than  for  that  of  historical  students  who 
wanted  to  read  them  with  other  objects,  licsides, 
people  did  not  generally  imagine  then  that  p&st  history 
could  be  rewritten,  except  by  able  and  graphic  pens 
which,  perhaps,  could  put  new  life  into  old  facts 
without  a  very  large  amount  of  additional  research. 
The  idea  that  the  country  contained  vast  stores  of 
loog-neglected  lutters  capable  of  yielding  up  copious 
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new  information  lo  supplement  and  to  correct  the 
old  sloty  of  our  national  annals  had  liardly  dawned 
upon  anybody, — least  of  all,  perhaps,  on  humble 
officials  bound  to  furnish  office  copies,  of '  fines' and 
'recoveries'  and  antiquated  legal  pruces&cS-  Even 
the  Slate  Papers,  at  thai  time,  were  kept  apart  from 
the  I'ublic  Records,  and  could  only  be  consulted  by 
specia]  pertnission  from  a  Secretary  of  Stat^.  No 
clerk  either  of  the  Record  or  Stale  Paper  Depart- 
ment, knew  more  than  was  contained  within  his 
own  particular  province.  But  by  the  wisc  policy  of 
the  laic  Lord  komilly  these  red-tape  bands  were 
ultimately  broken  ;  and  just  al  that  time  I  had  the 
lare  privilej^e  of  being  appointed  to  assist  the  Bate 
Reverend  John  S.  Brewer  in  one  of  the  great  works 
which  his  Lordship  set  on  foot  to  enable  the  British 
public  to  understand  the  value  of  its  own  MSS,  It 
■was  lo  this  association  with  Mr.  Brewer  llial  I  feel  I 
owe  all  my  historical  training,  and  I  made  some 
acknowledgment  of  that  debt  in  1873  when  I  dedj- 
'rst  edilion  of  this  work. 


INTRODUCTION 


The  Paaton  Family 


ThK  UuIc  villau-g  o(  Paal-un.  ill  Norfolk.  liCs  nol 
far  from  the  sta,  whtrc  llic  TamTdcsrends-  gently 
behind  tilt  alevattd  ground  uf  M u iidtslcy,  and  the 
line  of  tile  shorf,  proccedini^  tasLward  frum  Crunier, 
begins  Lu  lend  a  litilu'  mon.-  towards  the  suuth.  It 
is  about  iwefily  miles  iiorlh  of  Norwich,  The 
country',  though  dcstituti;  of  any  marked  fcaturtiSt 
is  not  uninttrcsling.  Southwards,  where  it  is  low 
and  flat,  the  ruins  of  Bromholiii  I'riory  attract  atten- 
tion. Uul,  on  the  whole,  it  \&  an  cuit-of-lhe-way 
district,  unapproachahle  by  sea,  for  the  coast  is 
dangeroti:^,  and  offuring  ft;w  .iltraclions  to  thost;  who 
visit  it  by  land.  Indeed,  till  quite  recently,  no  rail- 
ways had  come  near  it  and  the  means  of  access  were 
not  superabundant.  Here,  h-owover,  lived  for  several 
ceQturicji  a  family  whieh  took  its  surname  from  llie 
place,  and  whose  private  correspondence  at  one 
panicular  tpoch  sheds  no  inconsiderable  light  on 
tbc  annals  of  Iheir  country. 

Of  the  early  history  of  this  family  our  notices  are 
scanty  and  umvrtain.  A  Norman  descent  was 
claimed  fur  them  not  only  by  the  county  historian 
Blomefield  but  by  the  kborious  herald,  h'rancis  Sand- 
futd,  author  of  a  Gencaiogicul  Hhfiny  of  the  Khigi 
of  Ensfmid,  on  \\\t  evidence  of  documents  which 
have  been  since  dispersed,  Sandford's  genealogy  of 
the  taston  family  was  drawn  up  in  th^  year  1674, 
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just  after  Sir  j^bert  Paston  had  been  raised  to  the 
peerage  by  tbe  tillt  of  Viscount  Varmoulli,  before  he 
was  promoted  to  the  higher  dignity  of  carl.  It  still 
remains  in  MS.  ;  but  a  pretty  full  account  of  it  will 
be  foand  in  the  fourth  volume  oi Norfolk  Artfutahgy. 
The  story  of  the  early  anajstors,  however,  does  not 
concern  us  here.  At  the  time  the  family  aiid  thejr 
doings  become  best  known  to  us,  their  social  position 
was  merely  that  of  small  gentry.  One  of  these,  how- 
ever, was  a  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  the  reign 
of  Henry _vi.f  whose  uprightness  of  conduct  caBsitl' 
him  to  be  commonly  spoken  of  by  the  name  of  the 
I  r.Q(>ii  Jiijfig,  _  He  had  a  soHj^Johnj  brought  up  lo 
the  law,  who  became  executor  to  the  old  soldier  and 
statesman,  Sir  John  Fastolf.  This  Jolm  Paston  had  J 
a  considerable  family,  of  whom  the  two  eldest  sons, 
strange  to  say,  both  bore  the  same  Christian  namc| 
as  their  father.  They  werealso  both  of  them  soldiers,'i| 
and  each,  in  Inis  time,  attained  the  dignity  of  knight-  || 
hood.  But  of  them  and  their  father,  and  tlidr 
grandfather  the  judge,  we  shall  have  more  to  say 
presently.  After  them  came  Sir  WiUipni  paston,  a 
lawyer,  one  of  whose  daughters,  Eleanor,  marrieri 
Thomas  Manners,  first  Karl  of  Rutland.  He  had 
also  two  sons,  of  whom  the  first,  Erasmus,  died 
a*mini  before  him.  The  second,  whose  name 
Pmioiu  was    Clement,    was    perhaps    the    most 

illustrious  of  the  whole  line.  Born  at  Paston  HaU, 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  sea,  he  had 
an  early  love  for  ships,  was  admitted  when  young 
into  the  naval  service  of  Henry  vin.,  and  became  a 
great  commafidct.  In-arrehgagcmetilwith  the  French 
he  captured  their  admiral,  the  Baron  de  St.  Dlank- 
heare  or  Blanlcard,  and  kept  him  prisoner  at  Caisler, 
near  Yarmouth,  till  he  had  paid  7000  crowns  for  his 
ransom,  besides  giving  up  a  number  of  valuables 
contained  in  his  ship.  Of  this  event  Clement  Paston 
preserved  till  his  death  a  curious  memorial  among 
his  household  utensils,  and  we  re^id  in  his  will  that 
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he  bequeathed  to  his  nephew  his  '  standing  bowl 
called  the  Baron  St.  Elanklieare.'  He;  served  also 
liy  land  as  woll  as  by  stia,  and  was  with  the  Protector 
Somerset  in  Scotland  at  the  hatUu  of  Pinkie.  In 
Mary's  reign  he  is  said  to  h:ive  been  iht  jjcrson  to 
whom  th(2  rebel  Sir  Thomas  Wyat  surreiidtired.  In 
his  later  years  he  was  more  peacefully  occupied  in 
building  a  fine  Taniily  seat  at  OxjieaJ.  He_livcd  till 
near  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  having 
earned  golden  opinions  from  each  of  the  sovereigns 
under  whom  he  served.  '  Henry  viii,,'  we  are  told, 
•calied  him  his  champion;  the  Duke  of  Somerset, 
Protector  in  King  Edward's  reign,  called  him  his 
soldier ;  Queen  Mar)',  her  seaman ;  and  Queen 
Elizabeth,  Ker  father.'' 

Clement  Paston  died  childless,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  n^heWj^  another  Sfr  WiJIjam,  whose  name  is 
well  known  in  ~Norroltr"iLs  theTbundcr  of  North 
Walsham  School,  and  whose  effigy  in  armour  is 
vi&ible  in  North  Walsham  Church,  with  a  Latin 
epitaph  rtcording  acts  of  munificence  on  his.  part, 
not  only  to  the  gramTnar  school,  but  al-so  to  the 
cathedials  of  Hath  and  Norwich,  to  Gonville  and 
Caius  College,  Cambridge,  and  to  the  poor  at 
Yarmouth. 

From  Sir  AVilliam  the  line  descended  through 
Christophgi^Paston  (who,  on  succeeding  his  father, 
was  found  to  be  an  idiot,  incapable  of  managing  his 
allairs).  Sir  Edmund  and  Sir  William  Paston,  Baronet, 
lo  Sir  Roben  Paston,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  ii., 
was  created,  first  Viscount  and  afterwards  xic  Eari  .of 
Earl  of  Yarmouth.  He  is  dcscrihcd  as  a  Yaimouih, 
pei&on  of  good  learning,  and  a  traveller  who  brought 
home  a  nunitiet  of  curiosities  collected  in  foreign 
countries.  Before  ha  was  raised  to  the  peerage  he 
sat  itl  Parliament  for  Castle  Rising.  It  was  he  who, 
in  the  year  (664,  was  bold  enough  to  propose  to  the 
House  of  Commons  the  unprecedented  grant  of  Iwo 

'  DlomtrictJ'i  Hill'ry  rf  i\ir/,-l/l,  vi.  ^E;,  ^BE, 
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and  a  hair  millions  to  the  king  for  a  war  against  the 
Dutch.'  This  act  not  UnnatunLlly  brought  liim  into 
favour  with  the  Court,  and  paved  the  way  fo!  his 
advancemedl.  AnoihL^r  ircideni  in  his  life  is  too 
rcinarkal>le  to  be  passed  over.  On  the  gitli  of  August 
i6;6  he  was  waylaid  while  tr.iv-elling  in  the  nighl- 
lime  by  a.  band  of  ruffians,  who  shot  five  bullets  into 
his  coach,  one  of  which  entered  his  body.  The 
wound,  however,  was  not  mortal,  and  be  lived  six. 
years  longer. 

His  rijlations  with  the  Ciiurt  were  not  altogether 
of  good  omen  for  his  fiimily.  We  are  told  that  he 
once  entertained  the  king  and  queon,  and  the  king's 
brother,  Janies,  Duke  of  YorV,  with  a  number  o£ 
the  nobility,  at  his  family  seat  at  Oxnead.  His  son, 
AVilliam,  who  became  second  Earl  of  Yarmouth» 
married  the  Lady  Charlotte  Boyle,  one  of  King  ' 
Charles's  natural  daughters.  This  great  alliance, 
and  all  the  magnificence  it  involved,  was  too  much 
for  his  slender  fortunes.  Earl  William  was  led 
into  a  profuse  expenditure  which  involved  liim  in 
pecuniary  difficulties.  He  soon  deeply  encumbered 
his  Inheritance  ;~Thc  library  and  the  curiosities  col- 
lected by  his  accomplished  father  had  to  be  sold. 
The  magnificent  seat  at  Oxnead  was  allowed  to  fall 
into  ruin  ;  and  en  the  death  of  this  second  earl  it 
was  pulled  down,  and  the  materials  Uirned  into 
money  to  satisfy  bis  creditors.  The  family  linel 
itself  came  to  an  eM,  for  Earl  William  had  survived| 
all  his  male  issue,  and  the  title  became  extinct. 

From  this  brief  summary  of  the  family  history  we 
must  now  (um  to  a  more  specific  account  of  WiUiam 
Pa.ston,  the  old  jtidee_bthe  days  of  Henry  vi.,  and 
iTiririy  of  his  cliildreh.     Of  tliem,  and  of  their 

jincuKHt.  more  immediate   ancestor  Clement,  we 

have  a  description  drawn  by  an  unfriendly  hand 
some  time  after  the  judge's  death  ;  and  as  k  is,  not- 
wilhstandidg  its  bias,  our  sole  authority  for  some  facts 

1  Ciannioa't  Lift,  il  41B. 


INTRODUCTION  xxm 

which  shoulil  engage  our  attention  at  ihe  outset,  we 
cannot  do  l)etter  tliar  quote  the  pajier  at  length  : — 

'vf  rtfHtnt^tOHtt  0/  the  jvorski^ful  kin  and  aaceilry  ef  Pm/aa, 

barn  in  Pasttftt  in  Gemyiiskitm  Soldi, 

•Fim.  Thrre  wns  one  Clemenl  Tiislon  dwi'llmj;  in  Paslon, 
and  he  was  a  guud,  jilaiii  bii^band  ().<'~.  hii^liLiniliiinn),  s.nd 
lived  upun  his  land  llial  he  hail  in  I'li^lon,  mid  ki:|>L  thereon  a 
plough  all  Itraes  in  Ihi;  yirm,  and  $i^ni(;Linics  in  liailywll  two 
ploujjlit.  The  said  Clcmeot  yede  (».<.,  wefli)dt  ohe  plough 
both  winter  and  summer,  and  he  r-ode  tu  mill  an  the-  hue 
horseback  wilh  his  corn  imder  hini,  anJ  tirought  hdme  meal 
again  under  him,  and  also  drove  his  catt  wilh  divert  cdih^  to 
Wjoti^rlon  I0  aell,  as  a  i^ood  husbamil  [man]  ought  to  do,  Al<io, 
he  had  in  Piiion  a  five  sccire  or  n  s-in  score  acres  of  land  ui  ihc 
tarn\t  and  much  thetcuf  bond  lantl  tv  GcmyiiehAm  Hall,  wilh 
a  litllc  poor  wjiftr-iniill  ruTining  tiy  a  liiilc  river  (here,  as  it 
appears  In  there  of  old  tin^'e.  Unhec  livcludc  uoi  manuiii  hail 
he  none  thvre,  nor  in  none  olher  pla-i^e, 

'  And  he  wi:dded  Geoffrey  of  Somerlriii  (whose  true  surniime 
U  CfineUj's  ^isler,  whTcTi"  was  a'Tfind woman,  lo  whom  i1  Is 
not  unknown  (lo  thc^  pnot  of  Urombuhn  nnd  Biklun  alto.  lu 
ii  i»  Mill)  if  thai  men  will  imiulTC. 

'And  a.^  fcrr  GiofTrcy  ^oincrton,  he  was  bond  nisa,  to 
whom,  '&C.1  hi:  w»s  both  a  paidoit?!-  and  an  attorney;  and 
then  wns  a  good  w<,>rld,  foi  he  gnlht-red  many  pence  and  half- 
pence, and  (herewith  he  made  a  fair  chapel  n(  Snmeiion,  as  it 
appearelh,  &<:. 

*  Alw,  the  sai d  C 1  c ni en t  h ad  a ^sori  W iUiam .  which  that  he 
set  lo  ichfxil.liiicl!  rjlten  he  tinrfoVed  itiOIicy  In  find  him  10 
schord  I  nnd  alter  that  he  yede  (wenil)'  lo  cuuit  with  ihc  help  of 
UooRrcf  Sotnerion,  hia  uncle,  and  learned  the  law,  and  there 
begal  he  much  gi^od  1  and  llien  ho  wa»  iinadi'  *  5L-[j(.->int,  and 

afterwards  niatlF  ajji^Ljce,  an.d  a  right  cunnini^  tiiiLii  in  thc^  law,. 
And  he  i.uichaai-'diniich  hnd  in  Paslon,  nnd  -tIbo  h*  piuchased 
ihe  moiety  of  the  fifth  part  of  the  niiiniir  of  Haktun,  callud 
either  LaiyincT's,  or  Stywnrd's,  or  Iluciciiipheld,  which  moiety 
stidchcd  inio  Posicin ;  and  so  with  it,  and  with  aii'>ihc:r  pari 
of  the  utid  five  parts  he  ha.lh  sL-ignor)'  in  I'aston,  hiil  nii  manor 
place  ;  and  thereby  would  John  I'BMrfTi,  s™  l-o  tWtaid  Willisrfi^"' 
make  himself  %  lordship  ihi:rc,,  to  the  Duke  [<\v,  Xi-UihyVfof 
Lancaster's  grtnl  hurl. 

'And  the  ssiJJohn  would  and  hath  untruly  increased  him 
by  one  tenant,  an  where  thai  the  prinr  of  Droinhijlm  horrunad 
money  of  the  iai>)  William  for  to  payulthn.!  hi&  disnif^,  ihe 
laid  A'illiam  wnidd  nol  lend  it  him  unless  the  said  prior  wmitd 
niortSiiEe  to  the  said  William  one  John  AJhon,  the  said  prior's 
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bondiman,  dwelling  in  PailMi,  which  was  x  Ktiff  churl  and  ft, 
[ttjiriy  nisR,  snd  would  no-t  otiey  him  unto  thi:  said  WillisiBj 
and  (or  that  ciiusc,  and  for  evil  will  that  Ihc  said  '^^'>ilbaIn  ha 
unto  him,  )ic  desired  hira  of  ihu  ptior.     And  now  ifict 
dea.lli  '>f  the  sasil  Willi.im,  the  said  JqIiii  Albon  died  ;  and  i 
John  I'aslon,  son    |o  Ihe  said   VVilliaiji,  by  fdrcc   I'i  the  mort^ 

gage  itat  for  Iho  ^tin.  of  the  said!  John  All»::n  to  Norwicb.' 


The  reader  will  probably  be  of  opinion  that  _ 

of  the  facts  here  recorded  are  by  no  means  so  dis- 
creditable to  the  Pastons  as  the  wriler  certainly 
intended  that  they  should  appear.  The  object  of 
th(j  whole  paper  is  to  cast  a  siigma  on  the  family 
in  general,  as  a  crafty,  money-getting  race  who  h&d 
risen  above  their  natural  rank  and  station.  It  is 
insinuated  that  they  weru  orginally  meru  adscri//i 
glii>a\  that  Clemeiiit  Paston  was  only  a  thrifty 
husbandman  (note  tlie  original  sigiiiificaiion  of  the 
word  '  housebondman '),  that  ht;  married  a  bond- 
woman, and  transmitted  to  his  son  and  grands<ni 
lands  held  by  a  servile  tenure ;  and  (he  writtr  further 
contends  that  iheyhad  no  manorial  rights  in  Pasiou, 
although  Wiiliam  I'astoii,  the  justice,  had  piirc!ia$ed 
land  \x\  thfi  neighiiourhood,  and  his  son  John  was, 
endeavouring  to  '  make  himself  a  lordship '  there  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  rights  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan-- 
caster.  It  is  altogether  a  singuiar  statement,  ver^  _ 
interesting  in  its  bearing  uj3on  the  obscure  question 
of  the  origin  of  copyholds,  and  Ibc  gradual  caianci- 
pation  of  villeins.  Whether  it  be  true  or  false  la 
another  question ;  if  true,  it  appears  to  discredit 
entirely  the  supposfd  Norman  ancestry  of  the 
Pastons  ;  but  the  remarkable  thing  is  that  an  impu- 
tation of  this  kind  could  have  been  preferred  against 
a  family  who,  whatever  may  liave  been  iheir  origir 
had  certainly  long  before  obtained  a  reeogni 
position  in  the  county. 

It  would  appear,  however,  from  the  accuser's  o»ti 
statement^  that  Clement  PaS'lon,  tlie  father  of  the 
justice,_was  an  industrious  peasant,  who  lilleii  hi 
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own  land,  and  «'ho  svX  so  lii^;h  a  value  un  a  f^ood 
education  that  he  Ijorroncd  myncy  to  keep  his  son 
at  school.  With  thii  help  of  his  brother-in-law.  he 
also  sent  the  young  man  lo  London  to  Ic-am  tlieiany- 
a  profession  which  in  that  da)-,  as  in  the  present, 
was  considered  tn  afford  an  excellent  willUn>PJ^loB 
education  Tor  a  gcntlL'man. '  'J'hu-  good  'hsju-'i"- 
education  was  not  thrown  away.  William  Paston 
rose  in  the  profession  and  became  Ofic  oTTts  orna- 
ments. He  improved  his  fortunes  by  marrj'ing 
A^n^i  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  EdmuJid  Berry 
oi  Harlingbury  Hall,  in  HerLfojcdsliire.  Some  yi:ars 
liffoie  his  fatiitjrs  dualli,  Richard_Caurtej]ay,  Hishop 
of  Norwich,  appointed  him  his  steward.  In  1414 
he  was  called  in,  alont;  with  TWo  others,  to  mtdialc 
in  a  dispute  which  haci  for  some  lime  ]irevailed  in 
the  city  of  Norwich,  as  to  the  mode  in  -vrhicli  the 
mayoi^  should  hv:  elected;  and  he  liad  tlie  [;ood 
fortune  with  his  coadjutors  to  adjust  l!ie  nialtier 
satisfactorily,^  In  1421  he  was  made  a  syrjeant, 
and  in  i4;[)a  jud|^e  of  [he_ConiniQi]i  P_kas."--Hefort; 
that  time  wi?  hnd  hira  acting  as  trustee  for  various 
piopertie-s  as  of  the  Appleyard  family  in  Dunston,* 
of  Sir  Richard  Cai^onei,'  Sir  Simon  Kelbrigg,"  Juhn 
Bemey,'  Sir  John  Rothenliale,'*  Sir  John  (lyney  of 
Dilhim,'  Lo'rd  Cobham,'"  and  Ralph  Lord  Crom- 
well," He  was  also  executor  to  Sir  William  Cal- 
lhoT(i.'*  The  confidence  reposL^d  in  him  by  so 
many  difTerenl  persons  is  a  remarkable  testimony  to 
tile  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  He  was,  more- 
over, appointed  one  of  the   king's  council  for  the 

J  '  Hrrc  ifVFFything  Bw^t  and  virtti^u^  ii  taht  U-^tntd  I  all  vicp  i^  i^ii- 
COVra^v-i  an>]  bjni^licd^  $o  fliaf  l.ni|;|ilK|  baT'Ori*,  anil  the  BTcalcsE  nobilitj' 
of  Ibc  Iciiigilciin.  ofied  (ilatc  iheir  child  rea  in  ilio«  InnsiiF  ■Court :  hoc  so 
ffliKh  !■,  iikal.c  ll-hc  law  thff'D-  4tu-Jy,  miith  k^a  l^  live  liy  llic  pr*fe^*Uin 
ChavliM^  }sa%.f  pflLriin^inici  of  ihcir  uvvri).  faut  tu  form  iIil-ib  Eiunnni^,  a.nd  to 
prt4er«~e  tbcm  ttaOi  rhc  culkfa^iQii'or  vk^.' ^ Fprlteiinf  Jd-rritjiilfKa  L.tgi4iH 
j1af/i-f(fU  Amu*).  185. 
'  ni jmBiirl.l  1  .Viurfift,  Ui.  t=5.  *  Dugdsk't  Ori^tiut, 

'  nfoiMUcld,  »,  j4,  '  Jfiid,  il,  15;,  a^s  1  vit.  aij, 

*  iHil.  wiii,  nv).  '  JM.  s.  Sj. 

*  Sci  LeUET  1.  <  llleiiKiicld,  vi,  ]5i, 

U  lUJ.n.  ltd.  u  lM.t  ¥.97.  ''  Hid.  n.5i7. 
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duchy  of  I^ncaster,  and  on  his  elevation  to  Ihel 
judicial  bench  the  king  gave  him  a  salary  of  no] 
marks  (j^73,  6s.  8d.),  with  two  robes  moie  than  ihe] 
ordinary  allowance  of  tlni  judges. 

In  addition  to  all  this  he  is  supposed  to  have  been ' 
a  knight,  and  is  called  Sir  William  Paston  m  Fenn's 
fUjljlicaliofi-     Hut  this  dignity  was  never  conferred] 
upon  him  in  his  own  day.     There  is,  indeed,  one 
„  .  .       paper  amont;  the  wss.  winch  arc  misstne 
that  speaks  of  him  in  the  heaJing  as  'Sii 
William  Paston,  Knight ' ;  but  the  original  ms.  shows 
that  thu  heading  so  printed  is  taken  Troni  an  endorse- 
ment of  a  moie  modcriT  date.     This  was,  indeed,  lis 
the  reader  will  sec  by  Llie  prdiminary  note  to  tliat 
[lapcr  (No.  19),  a  confident  surmise  of  mine  at  a 
time  when  the  original  Ms.  was  inaccessible  ;  for  it 
was  clear  that  William  Paston  never  could  have  been  J 
knighted.     His  name  occurs  over  and  over  again' 
on  the  patent  rolls  of  Henry  vi,     Ho  is  named  in  at 
lea:>t  one  commission  of  tht:  peiice  every  year  to  his 
death,   and    in   a   good    many   other    commissions 
besidus,  as  justices  invariably  were.     He  is   named 
also  in  many  of  the  other  papers  of  the  same  collec- 
tion, simply  as  William  Paston  of  Paston   Esquire  ;j 
and  even  in  the  body  of  the  petition  so  inaccurately 
h^ded,  he  is  simply  styled  ^Villiam  Pastun,  one  c^] 
the  justices.     Not  does  there  appear  to  be  any  other 
foundation  for  the  error  than  that  single  heading. 
He  left  a  nannu  behind  him  of  so  ^JtiuX  repute,  that 
Puller  could  not  help  giving  him  a  place  among  his 
'Worthies  of  England,'  although  as  he  remarks,  it 
did  not  fall  strictly  within  the  plan  of  his  work  to 
notice  a  lawyer  who  was  neither  a  chief  justice  nor^ 
an  author. 

Of  his  personal  character  we  are  entitled  to  form  a 

favourable  estimate,  not  only  from   the  honourable 

name  conferred  on  him  as  a  judge,  but 

""'     also  from  the  evidences  already  aEluded 

to  of   the  general  confidence  felt  in   his   integrity. 
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True  it  is  that  among  these  papers  we  liave  a  com- 
pULitit  against  him  for  accepting  fees  and  pensions 
when  lie  was  justice,  from  various  persona  In  the 
counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ; '  but  this  only 
proves,  wlial  we  might  have  expected,  that  he  had 
enemies  and  cavillers  us  well  as  friends.  Of  the 
justice  of  the  charges  in  themstlves  we  ha.ve  no 
nacans  of  forming  an  independent  judgment;  but 
in  days  when  all  England,  and  not  least  so  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  was  full  of  party  spirit  and  con- 
tention, il  was  not  likely  that  a  man  in  the  position 
of  William  I'aston  should  escape  imputations  of  {rar- 
tiality  and  onc-^idedncss,  Hefore  his  elevation  to 
the  bench,  ho  had  already  suffered  for  doing  his  duty 
to  more  than  one  client,  tlaving  defended  the  Prior 
of  Norwich  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  a 
certain  Waller  Aslak,  touching  the  advowson  of  the 
church  of  Sprouslon,  the  latter  appears  to  have  pur- 
sued him  with  unrek'Utiiig  haired.  The  county  of 
Norfolk  was  at  the  time  ringing  with  the  news  of  an 
outr.4;e  committed  by  a  band  of  unknown  riotcia  at 
Wighlon.  On  the  la.st  day  of  the  year  1423,  one 
John  Grys  of  Wighton  had  been  cnlcrlaining  com- 
pany, and  was  healed  with  '  wassail,'  when  he  was 
suddenly  attacked  in  his  own  liousc.  He  Quimsrhi- 
and  his  son  and  a  servam  were  carried  wuUainA^ink. 
a  mile  from  home  and  led  to  a  pair  of  gallows,  where 
it  was  intended  to  hanj;  them  :  hut  as  ropes  were  not 
at  once  to  be  had,  they  were  murdered  in  another 
fashion,  and  their  bodies  horribly  mutilated  before 
dealh,^  For  nearly  three  years  the  murderers  weut 
unpunished,  while  the  country  stood  aghast  at  the 
ciimc.  But  while  it  wa.s  still  recent,  at  a  coimty 
coiirt  holden  at  Norwich,  Aslak  caused  a  number  of 
biib,  partly  in  rhyme,  to  be  posted  on  the  gates  of 
Norwich  priory,  and  of  the  Grey  Friars,  and  some  of 

*  S«  Ncv  4.  Comiarp  J.  AmunLlwham  AnruJn,  16.  ^  In  [he  lalMr 
(^tys'i  Ointtlnn  n^iluc  i-^  given  ^i  William,  nn-ft  iLc  DLilrii|;c  11  sm*!  IO  have 
Uken  pUce  no  Cliriviiiu  D^y  iniLcaJ  af  New  Vcjj'i  Eve. 
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the  city  gates,  distinclly  threatening  William  Paston 
with  the  fate  (jf  Jolin  Grys,  and  msjnuaiing  thai  even 
worse  things  were  in  store  for  him. 

Against  open  threats  like  these  W'illi&ni  I'aston  yf 
course  appealed  to  the  law;  but  law  in  those  daya 
was  but  a  feeble  protector.  At^lak  had  the  powerful 
support  of  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham,  by  which  he  n-as 
enabled  not  only  to  evade  the  execution  of  sentence 
passed  against  him,  but  even  to  continue  his  perse- 
cution. He  found  means  to  deprive  Paston  oi  the 
favour  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolkj  got  bills  introduced 
in  Parliament  to  his  prejudice,  and  made  it  unsafe 
for  liitn  Co  stir  abroad.  The  whole  country  appears 
to  have  been  disorganised  by  faction ;  ijuarrels  at 
that  very  cime  kcyq  rife  in  the  king's  couincil-rhambtT 
itself,  between  Humphrey,  Puke  of  Gloucester,  the 
Protectoff  and  Bishop  Beaufort;  nor  was  anything 
so  firmly  established  by  authority  but  tint  hopes 
might  be  entertained  of  setting  it  aside  by  favour. 

William   Paston   had   two   other  enemies  at  this 

lime,     M  [sray  the  Huly  Triniiy,'  he  writes  in  one 

place,  'deliver  me  of  my   three  adversaries,  this 

.cursed  Bishop  for  Bromholm,  Aslak  for  Sprouslon, 

"and  Julian  Herberd  for  Thornhain.*      Of  the  last- 

y  named  person  wi;  know  nothing  but  the  name.     The 

bishop  whom  he  mentions  with  so  much  vehemence, 

claimed   to  be  a  kinsman   of  his  own,  and   named 

himself  John   I'aston,    hut   William   Taston    denied 

the  relationship,  maintaining  that  his  true  name  was 

.  I   ,«  John  Woiles.     He  appears  to  have  been 

John  Wortei.      -        .      ^  ,  "^      ,       r  n  ,     , 

m  the  first  place  a  monk  of  Bromliiolni, 

the  prior  oi*  which  monastery  having  brought  an 
action  against  him  as  an  apostate  from  his  order, 
engaged  WiUiam  Paston  as  his  counsel  in  the  prose- 
cution. Wortes,  however,  escaped  Jihroad,  and 
brought  the  matter  before  the  spiritual  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  of  Rome,  bringing  actions  against  both 
the  prior  and  William  Paston,  the  latter  of  whom  he 
got  condemned  in  a  penalty  of  £205.     On  this 
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l^illiatn  Paston  was  advised  by  rriends  at  Rome  to 
Dme  at  once  to  an  arrangement  with  Iiini ;  but  he 
deterniiTied  to  conloit  tlit  validity  of  the  scutenc^^j 
the  resuk  of  whicli  appears  to  have  been  ihat  he 
V3S  cxcommun [cited.  His  adversary,  meanwhile, 
found  interest  lo  get  himself  appointed  Jirtd  cons.?- 
crated  Bishop  of  Cork  ;  and  lhout:h  his  name  does 
not  appear  in  the  ordinary  lists  of  bishops  of  that 
ee,  the  Vatican  archives  show  iJiat  he  WAS  provided 
il  on  the  zjrd  May  1425.' 

Scanty  and  disconnected  as  are  the  notices  we 
possess  of  William  Paston,  wc  must  not  pa5,^  by 
without  comment  his  letter  lo  tlie  vicar  of  the  abbot 
of  CJugny,  in  behalf  of  Bromliolin  Priory. ^  It  was 
not,  indeed,  the  only  occasion  ^  Od  which  We  find 
that  he  cscrttd  himself  in  behalf  of  this  Hromiiotm 
ancient  monastery,  within  a  mile  of  which,  Piiory. 
he  tells  Us,  he  was  horn.  Bromholm  l-'riwy  was,  in 
fact,  about  that  distance  from  Paston  Hall,  as  miles 
were  reckoned  then  (though  it  is  nearer  two  of  our 
statute  miles),  and  mu&t  have  been  regarded  witii 
special  interest  by  the  family.  It  was  there  that  John 
Paston,  the  son  of  the  judge,  was  sumptuously  buried 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  Jt  was  a  monastery  of 
some  celebrity.  Though  not,  at  least  in  its  latter 
days,  one  of  the  most  we-althy  reh'gious  houses,  for 
il  fell  among  the  smaller  monasteries  at  the  first  sup- 
pression in  the  reign  of  Henry  viii.,  its  ruins  still 
attest  that  il  was  by  no  means  insignificant.  Situated 
by  the  seashore,  with  a  flat,  unbroken  country  rOund 
about,  they  are  conspicuous  from  a  distance  both  by 
sea  and  land.  Among  the  numerous  monasteries  of 
Norfolk)  none  but  Walsinghara  was  more  visited  by 

*  Hal.  A,  6,  7-  ifajicrc  iif^Y  i""  liJ?'  birak  on  (he  E/ftrt^/*i/  Svct-dfaiirm, 
tbI.  ii.  p.  ;n.  E>'e>  'he  folio  niogciiiry  fnrni  ibc  archiuc  of  ilic  Vnlinn.— 

*  Dif  la'  IiaI.  JuKlii  147'^]  pri^visum  ctt  tctluin:  Carcigcn.  in  tt  LlH:rni.Fi , 
rjwanti  ptf  nnorwm  Mill*  (jI/iVhhij),  de  iienora  Vfn.  I'Tori"  Jullannli^ 
PuMn,  rrioris  caoveniuatia  Pct*rtlai  HraKbhrolin,  Ordinls  ChuniaLcOiii,*— 

AI*o  on  Stpl.  n,  n»5,  '  Johatiiws  Patlon,  Da  gratia  clcctui  Kortaettl, 
niYi>  ptnimalitcr  i:s  fijiciiCQi >uri,'  as.  —  Oilieaiifa.i, 
■  No.  Ii.  a  StB  No.  Se,  p.  4§. 
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strangers,  and  many  of  the  pilgrims  to  Walsingham 
Itlrned  aside  otl  their  way  homeward  to  vistl  the 
Rood  of  Bromhoim.  For  this  was  a  very  special 
treasure  brought  from  Constant inoplL-  two  hundred 
years  before,  and  composed  of  a  porlion  of  the  wood 
of  the  true  Cross.  Many  were  the  miracles  recorded 
to  have  been  wrought  in  llie  monastery  since  ihat 
precious  relic  was  set  up;  the  blind  had  received 
their  sight,  the  lame  had  walked,  and  lepers  hadH 
been  cleansed  ;  even  the  dead  had  been  restored  tafl 
lift.  It  was  impossible  Ihat  a  native  of  I'aston  could 
be  uninterested  in  a  place  so  mnowned  throughout 
all  England. 

Vet  about  this  time  the  priory  must  have  been  less 
prosperous  than  it  had  once  been.  Its  government 
and  constitution  were  in  a  transition  state.  It  was 
one  of  tho  IvPtnly -eight  monasti-^nes  lii  England 
which  belonged  to  the  Cluniac  order,  and  were 
originally  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Ablwit  of 
C!ugtiy  iti  France-  Subjection  to  a  fortign  bead  did 
not  tend  at  any  time  to  make  them  popular  in  this 
country,  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  v.  that  connection 
wassuddenlybrokenoff.  Anactwas  passed supprcs 
ing  at  once  all  the  alien  priories,  or  religious  houses.) 
that  acknowledged  foreign  superiors.  The  priors/ 
of  several  of  the  Cluniac  monasteries  took  out  new] 
foundation  chiirters,  and  attached  themselves  to  othe 
orders.  Those  that  continued  signed  deeds  of  surren- 
der, and  their  monastenes  were  taken  into  the  king's 
hands.  About  nineortenyearslaler.however,  it  would 
seem  that  a  vicar  of  the  Abbot  of  Cliigny  was  allowed 
to  visit  Englamj,  and  to  him  William  Paston  niade  uni 
appeal  to  profess  in  due  form  a  number  of  virtuousj 
young  men  who  had  joined  the  priory  in  the  interval. 

From   the  statement  already  quoted  as  to  the] 
j^  .  history  of  the   Paston  family,  it  ap]>eara 

eha«Ji>y         that  William  Paston  purchased  a  good 
Jadgt  K-v.ion.    ^(.3]  pf  ijjfi^j  i^  P45(oii  besides  what  had 

originally  belonged  to  them.     It  was  evidently  his 
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inlenlion  to  make  a  family  residence,  and  transmit 
to  his  sons  a  moTC  absolute  ownership  in  the  land 
from  which  they  derived  their  name.  Much  of  his 
father's  land  in  Taston  had  been  copyhold  belonging 
to  the  manor  of  dimingham  Hall  ;  but  William 
Paston  bought  'a  moiety  of  the  fifth  part'  of  the 
adjacent  manor  of  Bacton,  with  free  land  extending 
into  Paston.  He  thus  established  himself  as  un- 
doubted lord  of  the  greater  part  of  the  soil,  and 
must  have  felt  a  pardonable  pride  in  the  improved 
position  he  thereby  bequeathed  to  hi.s  de,scendants. 
To  carry  out  the  improvements  he  proposed  to  make 
on  that  and  other  parts  of  his  property,  Hinhwurs 
he  obtained  licence  from  the  king  a  year  <''v*ried. 
before  his  death  to  divert  two  public  highways,  the 
one  at  Paston  and  the  other  at  Oxnead,  a  tittle  from 
their  course.'  The  aJterations  do  not  appea-f  to  have 
lieen  of  a  nature  that  any  one  had  a  right  to  com- 
plain of.  Full  inquiry  was  made  beforehand  by  an 
ittquisicion  <t<i  fuod  dumnum "  whether  they  would  be 
to  the  prejudice  of  neighbours.  At  Faslon  the  ex- 
tent oF  roadway  which  he  obtained  leave  to  enclose 
was  only  thirty-two  and  a  half  perches  in  length  by 
one  perch  in  breadlh.  It  ran  on  the  south  side  of 
his  mansion,  and  he  agreed  lo  make  a  new  highway 
of  the  same  dimensions  on  the  north  side.  The 
vica.r  of  Paston  seems  to  have  been  the  neighbour 
principally  concerned  in  the  cuurse  that  the  new 
thoroughfare  was  to  take,  and  all  particulars  had 
been  arranged  with  him  a  few  months  before  William 
Paston  died. 

But  it  would  setm  upon  the  judge's  death  his 
great  designs  were  for  some  time  inter- 
rupted.   The  familywere  looked  upon  by   K^;!"," 
many  as  upstarts,  and  young  John  Fasten,    "J^YjI^,,^ 
who  was  only   four -and -twenty,  though   ""*   ""™' 
bred  to   the  law  like  his  father,   could   not  expect 

'  IVlenl  Alh  Jul;,  ii  Henry  vi.,  p.  i,  m,  rs. 
trnfuii.  a.  f.iL  (aminfeitwitb /o^HiiidViii/MriiWFffM),  >i  Hentyvi., 
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to  possess  the  same  weight  and  influence  with  his 
nciglibours,  A  claim  was  revived  by  tlie  lord  of 
Gimingham  Hall  to  a  rent  of  dghl  shillings  from  one 
of  Paslan's  tenants,  which  had  never  been  demanded 
so  long  as  the  judge  was  alive.  The  vicar  of  Paslon 
pulled  up  the  'doles'  which  were  sal  lo  mark  the 
new  liighway,  and  various  other  disturbances  wefe 
committed  by  the  neighbours.  It  seems  to  liave 
required  all  the  energies  not  only  of  Johii-J^aslon 
upon  ihe  spot,  but  also  of  his Jfrttrhi^r  KHnijinjj  who 
was  in  London  at  Clifford's  Inn.  to  secure  the  rights 
of  the  family ;  insomuch  that  their  mother,  in  writ- 
ing to  the  latter  of  the  opposition  lo  which  they  had 
been  exposed,  es|.uesses  a  fuar  lest  she  should  make 
him  weary  of  Paston.'  And,  indeed,  if  Edmund 
Paston  was  nqt  weary  of  the  dispute,  his  mother 
herself  had  cause  to  be ;  for  it  not  only  lasted  years 
after  this,  but  for  some  years  after  Edmund  Paston 
vas  dead  the  stopping  of  the  king's  highway  was  a 
fruitful  theme  of  remonstrance.  When  Agnes  Paston 
built  a  wall  it  \s-as  tlirown  down  before  it  was  half 
completed ;  threat);  of  h«avy  jimcrcemenls  were 
addressed  to  her  in  church,'  and  the  men  of  Paston 
spoke  of  showing  their  displeasure  when  they  went 
in  pubhc  jiroccssion  on  St.  Mark's  dsy.' 

The  Manor  of  Oxnead,  which  in  later  times 
became  the  principal  seat  of  the  family,  was  also 
Oincad ,,  John  SHiong  the  poBsessions  purehawd  by 
Hj.u(ej.,t..  Judpe  Paston.     He  bought  it  of  William 

Clopton  of  Long  Melford,  and  settled  it  upon 
AgncR,  hifi  wife.  But  after  his  death  her  right  to  it 
was  disputed.  It  had  formerly  belonged  to  a  family 
of  the  name  of  Hauleyn,  and  there  suddenly  started 
up  a  claimant  in  the  person  of  one  John  Hauteyn, 
whose  right  to  hold  properly  of  any  kind  v-ns  sup- 
posed to  have  been  entirely  annulled  by  the  fact  of 

1  Leitit4B. 

'  Set  note  in  luiorcmla  qd  p.  319, 1,  11,  u  Id  lb*  neuiing  oTlIic  mud 

'  Nds.  IBS,  161, 184 
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is  having  entered  the  Order  of  Camielite  Friars. 
It  fieoms,  however,  he  had  succeeded  in  getting  from 
Ihe  Pope  a  dispensation  to  renouiic<;  the  Order  on 
the  plea  that  he  had  been  forced  into  it  against  his 
will  when  he  was  under  age,  and  being  thus  restored 
by  the  ecclcsiasticil  power  lo  tho  condition  of  a  lay- 
tnan,  he  next  appealed  lo  the  civil  courts  to  get  ljn.ck 
his  inheritance.  This  danger  nius.t  have  been  seen 
%y  AVilliam  I'aston  before  his  death,  and  a  paper 
vxs  drawti  up  (No.  35)  to  show  that  Hauteyn  had 
been  released  from  his  vows  on  false  pretences. 
Nevertheless  h«  pursued  his  ciaim  at  law,  and 
akhoLjyh  he  complained  of  the  difficulty  of  getting 
counsel  (owing,  as  he  himseir  intimated,  to  the  re- 
spect in  which  the  bar  held  the  memory  of  Judge 
Paston,  and  the  fact  that  his  son  John  was  one  of 
their  own  members)  he  seems  to  have  had  hopes  of 
succeeding  through  the  itlfluetlce  of  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk.  His  suit,  however,  had  not  been  brought 
to  a  successful  determination  at  the  dale  of  Suffolk's 
fall.  It  waii  slill  going  on  in  tKe  succeeding  summer  ; 
but  as  we  hear  no  more  of  it  after  that,  we  may  pre- 
sume that  the  altered  state  of  the  political  world 
induced  him  to  abandon  it.  According  to  Blome- 
field,  he  and  others  of  the  Hauteyn  family  released 
their  rights  to  Agnes  Paston  "about  1449' ;  but  this 
date  is  certainly  at  least  a  year  too  early.' 

William  Paston  also  purchased  various  other  lands 
in  Ihe  county  of  Noifolk.  Among  others,  he  pur- 
chased from  Thomas  Chaucer,  a  son  of  the  famous 
poet,  the  manor  of  Gresham,^  of  which  we  shall  have 
something  more  to  say  a  little  later.  We  also  find 
that  in  the  fourth  year  of  Henry  vi.  he  obtained,  in 
conjunction  with  one  Thoma.s  Poye,  a  grant  of  a 
market,  fair  and  free-warren  in  his  manor  of  Shipden 
which  had  belonged  to  his  father  Clement  before  him.' 

The  notices  of  John  Paston  begin  when  he  was 


1  No*.  iT,  Ce,  10, 100  ;  Hbnielitld,  vi.  471.  S  itlomi 

*  FatnH  A'e/V,  ^  Henry  vi,,  p,  i,  m.  13;  UbmcrLCld,  tJi 


3  iflomefiFldj  vjii.  ii^. 
"L  loa, 
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on  the  eve  of  marrying,  a  few  yeari  before  bis 
falKer's  death.  The  match  was  evidently  one  that 
John  Fmw\  was  arranged  by  the  parents,  after  the 
»>am»ig«-  fashion  of  the  times.     The  lady  was  of 

a    good    family —daughter    and    heiress    of    John 
Mauteby,  Esq^,,  of^MaulL'bylnJSorfoIk.    Tbe  friends 
on    both   sides   must  "have  been  satisfied    that    the 
union  was-  a  good  one  ;    for  ic   had  the  one  great 
merit  which  was  then  considered  everything — it  was 
no   disparagement   to   the  fortunes   or  the  rank  of 
eilher   family.       Beyond   this    hard  busiiness    view> 
indeedi  might  have  been  found  better  arguments  to 
recommend   it  ;    but    KngUsh  men   and   women  in 
those  days  did  not  read  novels,  and   had  no  great 
notion  of  cultivating   sentiment  for  its   own  sake. 
Agnes   Faslon   writes   lo    her  husband   to  intimate 
'  the    bringing    home    of    the    gentlewoman    from 
Rcedam,' according  to  Ihearrangtimciit  he  had  made 
about  it.     It  was,  in  her  words,  'the  first  acquaint- 
ance   between   John    Paston   and   the   said   gentle- 
woman '  {one  would   think  Dame  Agnes   must  have 
learned  from   her  husband  to  express   herself  with 
something  of  the  formality  of  a  lawyer) ;    and   we 
arc  glad  lo  fuid  that  the  young  lady's  sense  of  pro- 
priety did   not  spoil   her   natural  affability,       'She 
made  him   gentle  cheer  in  gentle  wise,  and  said  he 
was  verily  your  son  ;  and  so  I  hope  there  sliali  need 
no  great  treaty  between  them.'     Finally  the  judge  is 
requesltd  by  his  wife  to  buy  a  gown  for  his  future 
daughter-in-law,  to  which  lier  mollier  would  add  a 
goodly  fur.    'The  gown,'  says  Dame  Agnes,  'needeth 
for  to  be  had  ;  and  of  colour  it  would  be  a  goodly 
blue,  or  else  a  bright  sanguine.'  ^ 

'  The  gentlewoman '  thus  introduced  lo  John 
Paston  and  the  reader  proved  io  the  former  a 
chariitiii of  most  dcvoled  wift;  during  about  six-and- 
bui  «ift,  twenty  years  of  married  life.     Her  letters 

t9    her   husband   form    no    inconsiderable  portion 
>  No.  3G. 
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of  ihe  correspondence  in  these  volumes,  and  it  is 

impossible  Xo  peruse  them  without  being  convinced 
that  the  writer  was  a  woman  not  only  of  great  force 
of  character,  but  qrtryly  affectionate  nature     It  is 
true   the   ordinary  style   of  lhi;so   tpistlcs    is   very 
different  from  that  of  wives  addressing  their  husbands 
nowadays.     There  are  no  conventional  expressions 
of  tenderness — the  conventionality  of  the  age  seems 
to  have  required  not  tenderness  but  humility  on  the 
part  of  women  towards  the;  hi^d  of  a  family  ;  the 
subjects  of  the  letters,  too,   are  for  the  most  part 
matters  of  pure  business ;  yet  the  genuine  womanly 
nature  is  seen  bursting  out  whenever  Iheri;  is  occa- 
sion to  call  it  forth.     Very  early  in  ihe  correspond- 
ence we  meet  with  a  letter  of  hers  (No.  36)  wliith  in 
itself  is  pretty  sufficient  evidence  that  women,   at 
least,  were  haraan   in   the  fifteenth  century.      Her 
husband  was  at  the  lime  in  London  just  beginning 
to  recover  from  an  illness  which  seems  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  some  injury  he  had  met  with.     His 
mother  had  vowed  to  give  an  image  of  wan   the 
weight  of  himself  to  Our  Lady  of  Walsingham  on  his 
recovery,  and  Margaret  to  go  on  a  pilgrimage  thither, 
and  also  to  St.  Leonard's  at  Norwich.     That  she  did 
not  undertake  a  journey  of  a  hundred  miles  to  do 
more  efficient  service  was  certainly  not  owing  to  any 
want  of  will  on  her  pari.     The  difficulties  of  travel- 
ling in  lho.se  days,  and  the  care  of  a  young  child, 
sufKciently  account  for   her  remaining  in  Norfolk ; 
but  apparently  ■even  these  considerations  would  not 
have  deterred  lier  from   the   journey   had   she   not 
been  dissuaded  from  it  by  others,     'If  I  might  have 
had  my  will,"  she  writes,  '1  should  have  seen  you  ere 
ihis  time,     I  would  ye  were  at  home,  if  it  were  for 
your  ease  (and  your  sore  mi^ht  be  a-s  well  looked  to 
here  as  it  is  there  ye  be),  now  liever  than  a  gown, 
though  it  were  of  scarlet.'     Could  the  sincerity  of  a 
woman's  wishes  be  more  artlessly  expressed? 

Let  not  the  reader  suppose;  however,  that  Margaret 
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Paslon's  acknowledged  love  of  a  scarlet  gown  indi- 
cateranything  like  frivolity  of  character  or  inordinaie 
loTe  of  display,  We  have  Utile  reason  to  believe 
from  lier  correspondence  lliat  dress  was  a  ruling 
passion.  The  chief  dim  discernible  in  all  she  wntes 
—the  chief  motive  that  influeticed  everything  she 
did — was  simply  the  desire  to  give  her  husbar>d 
satisfaction.  And  her  will  to  do  him  service  veas, 
in  general,  only  equalled  by  her  ability.  iJuring  term 
lime,  when  John  tiAston  was  in  London,  she  was  his 
agent  at  home,  f  It  was  she  who  negotiated  with 
farmers,  receiving  overtures  for  leases  and  threats  of 
lawsuits,  and  reported  to  her  husband  everything 
that  might  affect  his  interests,  wilh  the  news  of  the 
country  generally,  Nor  were  threats  always  ihe 
worst  thing  she  had  to  encounter  on  his  account. 
For  even  domestic  life,  in  those  days,  was  not  always 
exempt  from  violence ;  and  there  were  at  least  two 
occasions,  when  Margaret  had  to  endure,  in  her 
husband's  ahseiioe,  things  that  a  woman  ought  to 
have  been  spared. / 

One  of  these  occasions  we  proceed  lo  notice. 
The  manor  of  Cresham,  which  William  Paston 
TheManotuf  had  purchased  from  the  son  of  the 
Crsshjiin,  p^g^  Chaucer,  bad   beeji  in  the  days  of 

Edward  M.  the  property  of  one  Edmund  BacOn,. 
who  obtained  from  that  king  a  licence  to  embattle 
the  manor-house.  It  descended  from  tiim  to  his 
two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Margery,  The  fonoer 
became  the  wife  of  Sir  William  de  Kerdeston, 
and  her  rights  were  inherited  by  a  daughter  named 
Maud,  who  married  Sir  John  Burghersh.'  This 
moiety  came  to  Thomas  Chaucer  by  his  marriage 
with  Maud  Eurghersh,  the  daughter  of  the  Maud 
just  mentioned.  The  other  became  at  first  the 
property    of    Sir    William    Molynes,    who    married 

1  iKjHiiitiBHs  fail  niorUm.  37  EJw.  ill.,  Ns.  3I.  and  yt  £Jw.  iil.. 
Ko.  43.  Plomcfielfi  3"sc,--U'st^-l)"  nMk«  Maui),  •rliiini  Sit  JiAiv  ItDrgh'rd 
nmiTied.  tbe  dau^hii^i  aS  Edmond  Uacon  iuaciaJ  at  hi*  EiaDddaugbief . — 
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Bacon's  s-econd  daughter  Matj;??)'.  H-ut  this  Matgery 
having  sumvcd  her  husliund,  mitdc  a  scrttlenienl  of 
It  by  will,  according  to  which  iIih  reversion  of  it  after 
lh«  decease  of  one  Philip  Vacln:  and  of  Klu-ibeih 
his  wife,  was  to  Ite  sold  ;  and  William,  son  of  Robert 
Molynes,  was  to  have  ihe  first  option  of  purchase. 
ITijs  William  Molynes  at  first  d<;clined  lo  buy  it, 
being  apparently  in  want  of  funds  ;  but  he  afterwards 
got  one  Thomas  Fauconcr,  a  London  merchant,  lo 
advance  the  purchase  muney,  on  an  agrctjrtitnt  thai 
nb  son  should  marry  Fauconer's  daughler.  The 
marriage,  however,  never  took  effect ;  the  Molynes 
family  lost  all  claim  upcn  the  manor,  and  the  Siimc 
Thomas  Chaucer  who  aD|uired  the  other  moiety  by 
his  wife,  purchased  this  moiety  also,  and  conveyed 
both  to  William  Paslcm.' 

The  wliole  manor  of  Gresham  thus  descended  to 
Jobn  I'aston,  as  his  father's  heir.  But  a  few  years 
after  his  falhtr's  death,  he  was  troubled  in  ihy  pos- 
session of  it  by  Robert  Hungerford,  son  of  Lord 
Hungerford,  who,  having  married  Eleanor  Molynes, 
a  drfcendant  of  the  Sir  William  M<jlyni;s  above 
referred  lu,  bad  been  raistjd  to  the  peer- 
age as  Lord  Molynes,  and  laid  claim  lo  ^^u^^„t^ 
ihv  whole  inhetitatice  of  the  Molyncs 
family.  He  was  still  but  a  young  man,-  heir-apparent 
lo  anolher  barony;  and,  with  the  prospect  of  a  great 
inhcficanoo  both  frOiM  hisfathcrand  from  his  mother, 
yho  was  ihe  daughter  and  sole  heir  of  William  Lord 
BoCraux,  be  certainly  had  little  occasion  to  covet 
lands  that  were  not  bis  own.  Nevertheless  he 
listened  to  the  counsels  of  John  Heydon  of  Bacons- 
Ihorpe,    3   lawyer   who   had    been  sheriff  and    also 

I  N-a.  U.  IIlDiii«n<-)d  gives  a  •oniewh.it  ilifTr^nm  iccaunt,  IToUDded 
.dottliilt^ia  111  JotAimenL*  lo  which  I  U^*k  "u-t  htij  u^cek^  lie  Niys  that 
H«i£rry.  vidriw  of  SLr  WJITLim  MolyEic^»  scttlpd  hrr  norllun  of  ihc  bhaiihf 
«B  ant  'Ihoinn^  <le  la  L}-Dclc.  ^rllll  the  tcHiKnl  af  her  toa  SdT  WllHam 
MfjtyDn.  wNir  rciicTied  :lII  i:lrLiin  eq  It. 

^  AccO'EiJrT*^  li3  the  briqnL^ition  taUvn  on  hU  TallitT^  dejilh  (Va^.  /-  *»,«  37 
Urn,  vr,,  ?>i:i.  ij\  3ic  waj  nvcr  Ihjny  in  Fuoc  i^y}.  If  wc  arc  Co  untict- 
*rani!  rfiat  Tt:  wm  !h«:n-un]j'  ifi  h\\  lliUly-firit  yusr,  ht  CoiiM  qoI  have  bccQ 
iMciiiy  itlieD  he  finl  ilispsaMSicd  John  i'urLoo  fit  Giaiuja, 
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recorder  of  NorwicS,  nud  whom  the  gentry  of  NorfoH 
looked  upo[]  with  iinytSing  Itut  goodwjli,  regardii 
him  as  tlie  ready  tool  or  every  powerful  oppressor^ 
His  chief  patron,  witii  whom  his  name  was  constanllj 
coupled,  wiis  Sir  Thomas  'i'uddenham  :  and  the  two 
together,  especially  during  the  unpopular  ministiy  of 
the  Dulte  of  Suffolk,  exercised  an  ascendtncy  in  thi 
county,  of  which  we  hear  very  numerous  complaints.^ 
Heydon  persuaded  Lord  Molynes  that  he  had  a 
good  claiin  to  the-  manor  of  Grcshnm ;  and  Lord^H 
Molytics,  without  more  ado,  went  in  and  took  jmsscs-^H 
s!on  on  Ihe  i7tli  of  February  144S.' 

To  recover  his  rights  against  a  powerful  young 
nobleman  connected  with  varioua  wealthy  and  influ- 
ential families  required,  as  John  Paston  knew,  the 
exercise  of  groat  discretion.  Instead  of  resorting  at 
once  to  an  action  at  law,  he  made  representations  to 
Lord  Molynijs  and  his  legal  advisers,  to  show  how 
indefensible  was  the  title  they  had  set  up  for  liitn 
He  secured  some  attention  for  his  remonslninccs  by 
the  intercession  of  Waynflete,  bishop  of  Winchestcf .*  1 
Conferences  took  place  between  the  counsel  of  both] 
parlies  during  the  following  summer,  and  the  weak- 
ness of  Lord  Molynes'  case  was  practically  confessed 
by  liis  solicitors,  who  in  the  end  told  Pastor*  to  apply 
to  his  lordship  personally.  Paston  accordingly,  at 
no  small  expense  to  himself,  went  and  waited  upon 
him  at  Salisbury  and  elsewhere,  hut  was  continually 
put  off.  At  last,  on  the  6tii  of  October,  not,  as  I] 
believe,  the  same  year,  but  the  year  following,  he 
succeeded  in  doing  to  Lord  Molynes  to  some  Mlcnl 
what  Lord  Molynes  had  already  done  to  him.  He 
took  possession  of  'a  mansion  within  the  said  town,' 
and  occupied  it  himself,  ha\niiE  doubtless  a  suffi- 
ciency of  servants  to  guard  against  any  sudden 
surprise,  After  this  fashion  he  maiiUained  his  rights 
for  a  period  of  over  thrte  months,  Tbi  usual 
residence  of  Lord  Molynes  was  in  Wiltshire,  and  his 
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agents  probably  did  not  like  (he  lesponsibilily  of 
aUempting  lo  tftnove  John  FasLon  without  express 
orders  from  their  master.  But  on  tbi;  33lh  of  January 
1450,  while  John  Paslon  was  away  in  London  on 
business,  ihcte  came  before  the  mansion  at  Gresham 
a  company  of  a  thousand  persons,  sent  to  rt-cover 
possession  for  Lord  Molyncs.  Thoy  were  armed 
with  cuirasses  and  brlga-ndincs,  with  guns,  bows,  and 
arrows,  and  with  every  kind  ofolTensive  and  defensive 
Sfmour.  'i'hcy  had  also  mining  instruments,  long 
poles  with  hooks,  called  cronies,  used  for  |)ulling 
(iown  houses,  ladders,  pickaxes,  and  pans  with  fire 
burning  in  ihem.  With  these  formidabk'  implements 
Ihey  b«ct  the  house,  at  that  time  occupied  only  by 
Margaret  Piston  and  twelve  other  persons;  and 
having  broken  open  the  outer  gales,  they  set  to  work 
undermining  the  very  chamber  in  which  Marj^arct 
was.  Resistaiicii  under  the  circumstance  wis  impos- 
sible. Margaret  was  forcibly  carried  out.  The  house 
waa  then  thoroughly  rifled  of  all  that  Jl  contained — 
properly  estimated  by  John  Paslon  at  ^200' — the 
doorposts  were  cut  asunder,  and  the  place  was  left 
little  better  than  a  ruin.  Further,  thai  there  might 
be  no  mislalte  about  the  spirit  in  which  the  outrage 
vras  perpetrated,  the  rioters  declared  openly,  that  if 
th«y  had  found  John  Paston,  or  his  friend  John 
Damme,  who  had  aided  him  with  his  counsel  almut 
these  nutters,  neither  of  them  should  have  escaped 
Alive.' 

John  Pastoji  drew  up  a  petition  for  redress  to 
Fariiamenl,  and  another  to  the  Lord  Chancellor; 
but  it  was  5ome  months  before  his  case  could  be 
attended  to,  for  that  year  was  one  uf  confusion  ana 
disorder  unparalleiedL  It  was  [hat  yi^ar,  in  fact,! 
which  may  he  said  to  have  witnessed  the  first  oul-i 
break  of  a  long,  Interrailtent  civil  war.  Mistory  has! 
over  in  silence  the   troubles    of 


H=> 


rO 


l!i 


THE    PASTON     LETTERS 


limes, 
A.U.  14  JO. 


The  rebellion  of  Jack  Cade,  and  the  murder  ( 
bishops  in  differtjnl  jmrts  of  ihc  counlry,  were  facis 
which  no  SiistLirian  could  treat  as  wliolly 
TrouiiM        insignificant.       Many  writers  hnve  tven 
reptaU-d    thi;  old  slander,   which    there 
seems  no   good  reason  to  bdieve,  that  ^^ 
Jack   Cade's  insurrection  was  promowi!   by  ihe  in-  ^M 
triguEs  of  the  Duke  of  York;  bul   no  one  appears  ^^ 
to  mc  to  have  realised   the  precise  nature  of  the 
crisis  that  nccewarily  followed  th«   removal   of  the 
Duke  of  Suffolk,     And  as  we  have  now  arrived  at 
the  point  where  the  Paston  Letters  begin  to  have  a 
most  direct  bear  nig  "on~English   history,    we    must 
endeavour  in  a  fcw°W5rds  of  historical  rttrospecl  t3 
make  the  matter  as  clear  as  possible. 


The  Duke  of  Suffotk 


As  to  the  causes  of  Suffolk's  fall  we  are  not  1 
in  ignorance.     Not  only  do  we  possess  the  full  text 

of  (he  long  indictment  drawn  up  against 
Fniiofihc  him  this  year  in  Parlianient,  but  a  number 
SuiTaiic.  of  political  ballads  and  satires,  in  which 

he  is  continually  spoken  of  by  iJie  name 
of  Jack  Napes,  help  us  to  realise  the  feeling  with 
which  he  was  generally  regarded.  Of  his  real  merits 
as  a  statesman,  it  is  hard  to  pronounce  an  opinion  ; 
for  though,  obviously  enough,  his  whole  poliey  was 
a  failure,  he  himself  seems  to  have  been  aware  from 
the  first  thai  it  was  not  likely  to  be  popular.  Two 
grwit  diffictilties  he  had  to  contend  with,  each 
sufficient  to  give  serious  anxiety  to  any  minister 
whatever:  the  first  being  the  utter  weakness  of  the 
king's  character;  the  second,  the  practical  impossi- 
bility of  maintaining  the  English  conquests  in  France. 
To  secure  both  himself  and  the  nation  against  the 
uncertainties  which  might  arise  from  the  vacillating 
counsels  of  one  who  seems  batdly  ever  to  have  been 


able  to  judge  for  himsetf  in  State  ^iffdrs,  tie  may  have 
thought  it  poUlic  to  jilly  ihetctng  with  a  woman  of 
stronger  will  than  his  own.  At  all  events,  if  this  was 
his  intention,  he  certainly  achieved  it.  The  marriage 
of  Henry  with  Margaret  of  Anjou  was  his  work  ;  and 
from  Margaret  he  afterwards  obtained  a  prottclion 
which  he  would  certainly  not  have  receivt'd  from  her 
weJt-intentioneJ  hut  feehle-minijt^d  husbaud- 

This  marriage  undrjubttdly  recommended  itself  to 
Henry  himself  as  a  great  means  of  promoting  peace 
with  France.  The  pious,  humane,  and  j^^,^  ^.g.. 
Christian  character  of  the  kiny  disposed  i"""*Be- 
him  favourably  towards  all  pacific  counsels,  and  gave 
him  a  high  opinion  of  the  statesman  whose  policy 
most  obviously  had  in  view  the  termination  of  the 
disastrous  war  between  France  and  England.  King 
Ken^,  the  father  of  Margaret  of  Anjou,  was  the 
brother  of  ihe  French  king's  consort  ;  so  it  was  con- 
ceived that  by  his  and  Margaret's  intercession  a. 
permanent  peace  might  be  obtained,  hoiioiirahle  to 
both  countries.  For  this  end,  Henry  was  willing  to 
relinquish  his  barren  title  lo  the  kingdom  of  I'rance, 
if  he  could  have  been  secured  in  the  possession  of 
those  land-s  only,  such  as  Guienne  and  Normandy, 
which  he  held  irrespective  of  that  title.^  He  was 
willing  to  relinquish  even  the  duchies  of  Anjou  and 
Maine,  King  Rene's  patrimony,  though  the  latter 
had  long  been  in  the  jiossession  of  the  English.  It 
was  of  course  out  of  the  question  thai  Henry  should 
continue  to  keep  the  father  of  his  bride  by  force  out 
of  his  own  dominions,  Suffolk  therefore  promised 
to  give  them  up  to  the  French  kiny,  for  the  use  of 
Rene  and  his  brother,  Charles  of  Anjou;  so  that 
instead  of  the  former  giving  his  daughter  a  dower, 
England  was  called  upon  to  part  with  some  of  her 
conquests.  But  how  would  the  Ent;lish  nation 
reconcile  Itself  to  such  a  condition?  Sufl'olk  knew 
well  he  was  treading  in  a  dangerous  path,  and  took 
1  SKTcniani  IVan  tif  lit  Siaiiti  it  ■/'''viut.  L  iji. 
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every  possible  precaution  to  secure  himself.  He 
pleaditl  beforehand  his  own  incompetency  foi  ihe 
cliaj^e  that  was  committed  to  him.  He  urged  ihal 
his  fainiliarity  with  tht  Duke  of  Orleans  and  oUicr 
French  prisoners  lately  detained  in  England  brought 
him  under  suspicion  at  liome,  and  rendered  him  i. 
less  httijig  ambassador  for  arrangiiig  matters  with 
France,  Finally  he  obtained  from  the  King  and 
Council  an  instrument  under  the  Great  Seal,  pardon- 
ing him  befiitchaiid  any  error  of  judgmeirt  he 
might  pussibly  commit  in  conducting  so  critical  a 
negotijuion.i 

His  success,  if  judged  by  the  immediate  result, 
seemed  to  show  that  so  much  diffidence  was  un- 
necessary. The  people  at  largu  rtrjoiced  in  the 
mariiage  of  their  king ;  the  brtde,  if  ])0or,  was 
beautiful  and  attractive;  the  negotiator  received  the 
thankti  of  Parliament,  and  there  was  not  a  man  in 
all  Ihe  kingdom,— at  least  in  all  the  kgiskturt — 
durst  wag  his  tongue  in  censure.  The  Duke  of 
Gloucesttr,  his  chief  rival  and  opponent  in  the 
senate,  was  the  first  to  rise  from  his  seat  and  re- 
commend Suffolk,  for  his  services,  to  the  favour  of 
the  Crown,-  If  he  had  really  commitled  any 
mistakes,  they  were  as  yet  unknown,  or  at  al!  events 
uncriticised.  Even  the  cession  of  Maine  and  Anjou 
at  this  lime  does  not  s«em  to  have  iieen  spoken  of. 

Happy  in  the  confidence  of  his  soverL'ign,  Suffolk 
was  promoted  to  more  distinguished  honour.  From 
an  earl   he  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  marquis; 

=  A'alfj  o/Pb'L  0.  jj.    That  GlniweiLer  sKfelly.lisliVed  SuOulk's  (xilicy. 


mni]   [Koiictir  iNe  pEAC?  WIlli.  Faaraire   loo  dearly  UiughL^  as  luofc  dmA  pco- 
fp(3cin  or  thv  Krcncb  nnikijiusiJcmii  J44^.  vit  Icnra  ['om 
llivir  report  LPial    H^iirj-  InoLccI  cxc-c«.|jn|^ly  i>tca->c<l,  c-^ijeciallj   when  t» 


buLiBu.     Al  rht  itfcfntacn  or  thv  Krcncb  [ 


uncle  ttii  Krciich  kii*K  WiLi  mcnlioncd.  ~And  an  lin  Itli  hnnil  tfert  my 
Lord  af  Gliir'il'Ti  at  vrhojii  lie  iLXjkaJ  nl  the  limc^  aIieI  iLcn  he  tuiitcd  rauna 
1^  the  rUht  ti>lliv  cliauc  1:1  I'll,  ami  III:  l^irl  of  SutTnl)!,  niii!  llii:  CAcJInal  of 
VaHc,  itiko  waFE  Ifiprr,  >iiiii1iinj  to  th«m.  an^  it  wa&  "VBry  aljviuii^  thai  he 

nifkic  Boinc  .-lEn.il.     And  JE  was  afl^nvArdri  (ijcutlanctl  by — (^'d'A  m 

arlgX  lint  he  [ircited  his  Ctiancdlot'i  hinii  atiil  "jitl  l»  hiw  in  Kngllih. 
"  J  Ain  vory  much  irjaiceit  ihal  ujcnc  who  art  preseni  flioulij  h?Ar  tt)U* 
woril*.     Theyai-t:  tijt  M  iLw  ton."' — Sictciiton'k  Wan  r/ Iki  Hn/^tuk  in 
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from  3  majqubate,  a.  few  years  later,  to  a  dukedom. 
He  had  already  supjilanted  older  stitesaitn  with  far 
greater  advantage  of  birth,  and  pre-  sutiuik-s 
eminence  of  rank.  The  two  great  rivals,  I'^ndtncy 
Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  and  Cardinal  Beau- 
fort, were  both  eclipsed,  and  both  died  within  six 
weeks  of  each  other,  two  years  after  the  king's 
marriage,  leaving  Suffolk  the  onlj*  minister  of  mark. 
But  his  position  was  nw  improved  by  this  undisputed 
flsciiri.deney.  The  death  of  Humphrey, 
iJuke  of  Ciloucestcr,  aroused  suspicions 
in  the  puWic  mind  that  were  perhaps  due  merely  to 
lime  and  circu instance.  Duke  Humphrey,  with 
many  defects  in  his  character,  had  always  been  a 
popular  favourite,  and  just  bufore  his  death  he  had 
been  aircsted  on  a  charge  of  treason.  That  he 
could  not  possibly  have  remained  ijuict  under  the 
new  ri^rne  is  a  fact  that  we  migiit  presume  as  a 
matter  of  course,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
he  was  guilty  of  intrigue  or  conspiracy.  The  king, 
indeed,  appears  to  have  thought  otherwise,  but  his 
opinions  were  formed  by  those  of  Suffolk  and  the 
ijueen;  and  both  Suffolk  and  the  Queen  were  such 
enemies  of  Duke  Humphrey,  that  they  were  vehe- 
mently stispocted  of  having  procured  his  death.' 

Complaints  against  the  minister  now  began  to  be 
made  more  openly,  and  his  conduct  touching  the 
surrender  of  Anjou  and  Maine  was  so  generally 
censured,  that  he  petitioned  the  king  that  a  day 
mtght  he  appointed  on  which  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  t>f  clearing  himself  before  the  Council. 
On  the  ijlh  of  May  1447  his  wish  was  granted,  and 
in  ihe  presence  of  a  full  Council,  including  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  others  who  mij;ht  have  been  expected 
to  be  no  very  favourable  critics,  he  gave  a  detailed 
account  nf  all  that  he  had  done.  How  far  he  made 
a  really  favourable  impression   upon  his  hearers  wc 

'  All  inlcKiiins  md  raluiblt  aizcouni  of  ih»  d*ath  f.f  Dufct  Hiimflircy. 
fwD  on^usal  iDurccs^  will  Lie  fuund  in  The  JfnU  iff  i^vjfifrd  Jiatii  pp. 
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do  not  know ;  but  in  the  end  he  was  declaxed  to 

have  viiidicalcd  his  integriiy,  and  a  proclamation  was 
issued  forijiddijig  the  circulation  of  such  slanders 
against  him  in  future,  under  penalty  of  ttie  king's 
displeasure.' 

Thd  nature  of  the  defence  that  he  set  up  can  only 
be  a  matter  of  (^peculation  ;  but  it  may  be  obseryed 
that  as  yet  no  formal  tlelivery  of  Anjou  or  Maine 
had  rt-ally  taken  place  at  all.  'I'iic  former  province, 
lliough  il  liad  been  before  this  overrun  and  laid 
waste  by  the  English,  does  not  appear  ever  to  have 
been  permanently  occupied  by  them.  Delivery  of 
Anjou  would  therefore  have  been  an  idk  form  ;  all 
that  was  required  was  that  the  English  should  forbear 
to  invade  it.  But  with  Maine  (he  case  was  differcnL 
It  had  been  for  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
English,  and  pledges  had  certainly  been  given  for 
its  delivery  by  Suffolk  and   by  Henry  himself  in 

•  December  1445.®  As  yet,  however,  nothing  had 
been  concluded  by  way  of  positive  treaty.  No 
definite  peace  had  been  made  with  France,  Diffi- 
culties had  al\cay5  started  up  in  the  negotiation.^  and 
the  ambassadors  appointed  on  either  side  had  been 
unable  to  do  more  than  prolonji  from  time  to  time 

•  the  v-\isting  trjce,  leaving  the  maltt-r  in  dispute  to  be 
adjusted  at  a  persoaal  interview  between  the  two 
kingSj  for  which  express  provision  was  made  at  the 
time  of  each  new  ntraiigcment,  Em  the  iiersonal 
interview  never  tfjok  plate.  In  August  1445  it  was 
arranged  for  the  following  summer.  In  Januar)'  1446 
it  was  itxed  to  be  before  November.  In  February 
14.4,7  'I  was  again  to  be  in  Che  summer  following. 
In  July  it  was  settled  to  be  before  May  1448;  but 
ill  October  the  time  was  again  lengthened  further,'' 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  these  perpetual  delays 
were  due  merely  to  hcsitiiion  on  the  |)art  of  England 

^  Kfmcr,  xL'  171. 

*  Src  SicVEiuan  I  H'mt  fftJit  fiu/ijA  in  francr,  ii.  |6jg]  la  [G^J^ 

3  KyiDci,  iiL  47i  loB,  iji,  189,  jS^  ctt. 


INTRODUCTION 


W  carry  out  a  policy  to  which  she  was  already 
plctlged.  Charles,  of  course,  could  not  aliovr  them 
,lo  go  on  for  ever.  In  the  treaty  of  July  1447,  an 
exprt-'ss  provision  wa^  for  ihg  first  time  iriseried,  that 
ihc  tuwn  and  castle  of  Lt  Mans,  and  other  places 
wilhtn  the  county  of  Maine,  should  be  delivered  up 
to  ihe  French.  It  seems  also  to  have  been  privalely 
arranged  that  this  should  be  dont;  befor*  the  lat  of 
November;  and  that  the  further  trualy  made  at 
Bourges  on  the  i5tii  of  October  should  not  he 
puhlisht-tl  until  the  surrender  was  accomplished.'^ 
But  the  year  1447  had  very  nearly  expired  before 
even  ihe  first  steps  were  taken  to  give  effect  to  this 
arrangcmtnt.  At  length,  on  the  30th  of  December,  an 
agreement  was  made  by  Matthew  Gough,  who  had 
the  keeping  of  1^  Mans,  that  the  place  should  be 
surrenilered  by  ihc  i5lh  of  January,  on  receipt  of 
letters  palt-'nt  from  the  Kiny  of  France,  for  compen- 
sation to  be  made  to  grantees  of  the  English  crown. 

Even  this  arrangement,  however,  was  not  adhered 
to.  Matthew  Gough  still  found  reasons  for  refusing 
or  delaying  the  surrender,  although  the  English 
(iovernmenl  protesl(;d  the  sincerity  of  its  intentions. 

But    Ciiarles    now   hcL'an    to   take    the     ^ 

...  ,.  '^    1^        ,  .^         .      Siege  uf  L« 

matter    into    his    own    hands.      Count     u^ni,. 

IJunois  and  others  were  sent  to  besiege     *"  '**^' 

the  place,  with  a  force  raised  suddenly  out  of  various 

towns ;    for    France   had    been    carefully   maturing, 

during  Jiose  years  of  truce,  a  syi^tem  of  conscription 

which  was  now  bccomint;  serviceable.     At  the  first 

njinour  of  these  musters  the  English  (Jovernment 

was  alarmcic],  and  ^ir  Thomas  Hoo,  Lord  Hastings, 

Henry's    Cliancdlor   of  France,    wrote   urgently   to 

Pierre  de  BrezL^,  seneschal  of  Poitou,  who  had  been 

the  chief  negotiator  of  the  existing  truce,  deprecating 

the  use  of  force  against  a  town  which  it  was  the  full 

intention  of  his  Government  10  yield  up  honourably.* 

■  5li;vrn«m'»  H-'ari^  iu  [ji4t  715I. 

<  SlevciuolA  II  an,  i,  H)S.     Sec  aliQ  ft   Icllct  of  th«  iClh   Fell.   I4(B.  or 
vliicb  nil  alnliatl  it  tivcn  in  vcU  iL  of  ilie  ■lODiz  wt-tk,  p.  !;Ci. 
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Such  protesls,  however,  availed  nothing  in  the  face 
of  the  obvious  fact  that  the  suiTL-ndcr  had  not  taken 
place  ai  llie  time  agreed  on.  The  French  continued 
to  muster  forces.  In  great  haste  an  embassy  wis 
despatched  from  England,  consisting  of  Adnm  tic 
Moleyns,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Roos;  but  the  conduct  of  the  garrison  itself  tendered 
furLhei  negotiation  nugatory.  By  no  means  could 
they  be  hiduccd,  even  in  obedience  to  iheir  own 

•kinj;,  to  surrender  tlie  city  peacefully.  Dunois  and 
his  army  accordingly  drew  nearer.  Three  sharp 
skirmishes  took  place  before  thu  siege  could  be 
formed  ;  but  at  length  the  gariisoti  were  fully  closed 
in.  All  that  they  could  now  do  was  to  make  a 
composition  with  the  enemy;  yet  even  this  they 
would  not  have  aUempted  of  themselves.  The 
efforts  of  Ihc  Enijtish  envoys,  however,  secured  for 
the  besieged  most  favourable  terms  of  surrender. 
Not  only  were  they  permitted  to  march  out  with  bag 
and  baptjage,  but  a  sum  of  money  was  delivered  lo 
each  of  the  captains,  by  the  French  king's  orders; 
with  which,  and  a  safe-conduct  from  Charles,  they 
departed  into  Normandy,' 

J  It  was  on  Friday,  the  15th  of  March  rj.4S,  the  day 
on  which  the  truce  between  the  two  countries  was  to 
have  expired,  that  the  brave  Matthew  Gough,  along 
with  his  collnague,  Fulk  Eton,  formally  delivered  up  to 

iihe  French,  not  only  the  town  and  castie  of  Ix'  Mans, 
but  also  the  whole  county  of  Maine  except 
the  lordship  of  Fresnay,  Standing  on  the 
outer  bridge,  they  made  a  public  protest  before  iheir 
soldiers,  and  caused  a  notary  to  witness  it  by  a  formal 
document,  that  what  they  did  was  only  in  obedience 
to  Iheir  own  king's  commands,  and  that  the  king 
himself,  in  giving  up  possession  of  the  county  of 
Maine,  by  no  mt-nns  partt^d  *vith  his  sovereign  rights 
therein  ;  that  lie  only  gave  up  actu.il  jiossession  in 
order  that  King  Rene  and  his  brother,  Charles  of 
L  CA'Mir,  de  Mml.  Jt  CsuEiy  <ui  Buchon's  uillntUiB),  p.  j^. 
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Anjou,  might  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  own  lands, 
and  in  the  hope  that  a  firm  peace  might  be 
established  between  England  and  France.  Kout 
days  before  this  was  dune,  the  truce  had  been 
prolonged  for  two  years  more.' 

The  reluctant  CL-ssion  of  such  a  valuable  province 
as  Maine,  boded  ill  for  ihe  security  of  the  neighljour- 
ing  duchy  of  Normandy.  The  government  of  Nor- 
mandy was  at  this  time  commitltil  to  Edmund 
Bf^aufort,  Mari]uis  of  Dorset,  wlio  had  just  been 
created  Duke  of  Somerset.  His  Appointment  lo  the 
post  had  been  due  rather  lo  favour  than  to  mtTit. 
The  Duke  of  York  u'as  then  Regent  of  France,  and 
had  given  (^ood  proof  of  his  competencii  to  take 
charge  of  the  entire  Itingdoni.  Uut  Somerset,  who 
was  head  of  the  house  of  Keaufort,  nearly  allied  in 
blood  to  the  Crown,  and  who  had  come  into  posses- 
sion of  immense  wealth  by  the  dealh  of  hi^  uncle, 
the  Cardinal  of  Winchester,  had  the  ambition  of  an 
Knglishnian  lo  show  his  talent  for  governing.  His 
influence  with  the  fciny  and  SufTolk  obtained  for  him 
the  goverrmeiU  of  Normandy  ;  and  that  he  might 
esercisc  it  uti disturbed,  Vorlt  was  fccalled  from 
France.  The  change  was  ill  advised  ;  for  the  timea 
demanded  the  best  of  generalship,  and  the  utmost 
political  discretion.  Somerset,  though  not  without 
experience  in  war,  had  given  no  evidence  of  the 
possession  of  such  qualities ;  and  they  had  been 
notoriously  wanting  in  his  hrolher  John,  who  was 
Duke  of  Somerset  before  him,  when  his  ambition, 
roo,  had  been  gratified  by  a  command  in  France, 
Duke  John,  we  are  told,  absolutely  refused  to  give  any 
one  his  confidence  as  to  what  he  ivos  going  to  do  at 
any  period  of  [he  campaign.  He  used  to  say  that  if 
his  shirt  knew  his  plans  he  would  burn  it ;  and  so, 
with  a  great  deal  of  manceuvring  and  mystery,  he 
captured  a  small  place  in  Brittany  called  1^  Cuerthc, 
made  a  vain  attempt  to  reduce  another  fortress,  and 

1  Rymer,  ri.  194, 104.      Siemnion'i  Witit,  i,  xr^, 
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then  returned  lo  England.'  It  may  have  been  owing 
to  public  diaconlcnl  at  the  small  result  of  his  great 
preparalions,  that  he  was  accused  of  (reason  on  his 
return  ;  when,  unable  to  endure  so  great  a.  repToacb, 
he  was  believed  to  have  put  an  end  to  his  own 
life.» 

\Vith  a  full  recollection  of  the  indiscretions  o!  his 
brother  John,  the  King's  Council  must  havt  hesitated 
lo  confide  to  Uulte  Edmund  such  aii  important  trust 
as  ihe  government  of  Normandy.  They  must  have 
hesitated  all  ihe  more,  as  ihe  appaintiuent  of  Somer- 
set involved  the  recaU  of  ihu  Huke  of  York.  And 
we  are  told  thitt  their  acts  at  the  time  betrayed 
symptoms  of  such  irresolution  ;  insomuch  thai  one 
day  a  new  governor  of  Normandy  was  [iroclaimed 
at  Rouen,  and  the  next  his  commission  -was  revoked 
and  another  named  in  his  steadi.^  But  at  last  the 
influence  of  Somerset  prevailed.  Hf  was  not,  how- 
ever, permitted  to  go  abroad  without  warning  of  the 
dangers  against  which  he  had  lo  provide.  The 
veteran  Sir  John  I'astolf  drew  up  a  paper  for  his 
guidance,  pointing  out  that  it  was  now  peculiarly  im- 
portant to  strengthen  the  forliiications  on  ihe  new 
frontier,  to  protect  the  seaports,  to  preservt  fTee 
communication  with  England,  and  (what  was  quite 
as  politic  a  suggestion  as  any)  to  appoint  a  wise 
chancellor  and  a  council  for  the  impartial  administra- 
tion of  justice,  so  as  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from 
oppression.'  From  the  comment  made  upon  these 
suggestions,  either  by  Fastolf  himstlf  or  by  his 
secretary  William  Worcester,  it  would  seem  that  they 
were  not  acted  upon;  and  to  this  cause  he  attributed 
the  disasters  which  soon  followed  in  quick  suc- 
cession, and  brought  upon  the  Puke  of  Somerset  the 
indignation  and  contempt  of  a  large  number  of  his 
countrymen.     These  feelings,    probably,   were  not 


3  Ba^n,  Httloirt  {ft  CAvrJrs  I'//.  «(c.  t  I  Jo- J. 

>  CtMlii.  efChrvm'itf  itfCreyloHti,  ;l^  ■  lliain,  1.  tga^ 

*  Slevemon'i  ll^ari,  ii.  [j^j. 


INTRODUCTION 


•bi 


altogether  jiusl.  The  duke  had  done  good  service 
before  in  France,  and  part  of  ihe  blame  of  what 
occurred  IDsy  perhaps  be  atCribuled  to  divided 
management^more  especially^  trt  the  unruly  feelings 
of  a  number  of  the  English  soldiers. 

The  garti5oti  which  had  been  compelled  against 
its  will  to  give  up  Le  Mans  found  it  hard  tu  obtain 
i]uarleis  in  Normandy.  U  was  doubtful  whether  ihey 
ft.ere  rmt  labouring  under  iheir  own  king's  displeasure, 
and  the  captains  of  fortified  towns  were  afraid  to  take 
them  in.  Al  last  they  took  possession  of  l^ontorson 
and  Si,  James  de  Beuvron,  two  towns  situated  near 
ihe  confines  of  Britanny  which  had  been  laid  waste 
during  lh«  previous  wars  and  had  since  been  aban 
doncd.  Thcy  began  to  victual  and  fortify  themselves 
in  these  positions,  to  the  alarm  of  their  neighbours, 
until  the  Uukc  of  Britanny  felt  it  necessary  to  com- 
plain (o  thi;  Duke  of  Somersut,  requesting  that  they 
tnight  be  dislodged.  Somerset,  in  reply,  promised  lo 
caution  ihem  not  to  do  anything  in  violation  of  the 
ItMCC,  but  dtcJined  to  bid  them  evacuate  their 
positions.  Diplomatic  intercourse  went  on  between 
one  side  and  the  other,  always  in  the  most  courteous 
terms,  but  every  day  it  was  becoming  more  apparent 
that  alt  confidence  was  gone. 

At  last,  in  March  1449,  *'^^  English  justified  the  sus- 
[licions  that  had  longheeti<;ntertairn;d  of  them.    A  de- 
tachment ofabou:t6oQ  men,  under  Francois 
de  Surifnne,  popularly  named    L'Airago-    *""'  '**'^' 
nois,  a  leader  in  the  pay  of  England,'  who  had,  not 
long   before,  been  knighted  by  Henry,  crossed  Ihe 
frontier   southwards   into    Britanny,   took   capLireor 
by  assauU  the  town  and  castle  of  I'ougeres,    t'^Ks™*- 
and  made  dreadful  havoc  and  slaughter  among  the 
unsusjiecting  inhabitants.      The    place  was   full   of 
wealthy  merclianlR,  for  it  was  the  centre  of  a  con- 
siderable woollen  manufacture,  and  the  booty  found 
in  it  was  estimated  at  no  less  than  two  millions  of 

1  S«»eJiion's  H^arj,  u  473 ;  ii.  S73- 
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goM.'  Such  a  Y>mc  in  legitimate  w-arfare  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  well  worth  the  taking  ;  but 
under  the  actual  circumstances  the  deed  was  a 
glaring,  perfidious  violation  of  the  (fuce,  Somcrsci 
had  been  only  a  few  days  before  protesting  to  the 
King  of  France  that,  evun  if  ail  his  towns  were  open 
and  undi;fended,  llity  would  be  ijerfctlly  secure  from 
any  assault  by  the  English;'  yet  here  was  a  town 
belonging  to  ihe  Duke  of  Bntanny,  a  vassal  of  the 
King  of  i'Yance  who  had  becfi  <^xpr<;ssl>-  included  in 
the  truce,  assauhed  and  taken  by  fraud.  Somerset 
disavowed  t!iu  deed,  but  refused  to  make  restitution. 
He  professed  to  write  to  the  King  for  instructions 
how  to  act ;  but  he  utterly  destroyed  his  flimsy  pre- 
tence of  neutrality  by  writing  to  the  King  of  France, 
desiring  him  not  to  give  assistance  to  the  Duke  of 
Britanny,^ 

The  truth  is  that  the  expedition  had  been  fully 
authorised,  not  only  by  Somerset  in  Normandy,  but 
by  the  king  and  the  Duke  of  SulToEk  in  England. 
It  was  suggested  to  L'Arragonois  when  he  was  in 
England  by  Suffolk  himself,  who  assured  hinl  that 
he  would  do  the  king  a  moat  excellent  service  by 
taking  a  place  of  so  much  consequence.  He  was 
further  given  to  understand  that  he  incurred  no 
danger  or  responsibility ;  for  even  if  he  were 
besieged  by  the  Duke  of  Britanny,  ample  succours 
would  be  despatched  to  relieve  him.  Unfortunately, 
during  the  nest  few  months,  the  English  had  too 
much  (o  do  to  keep  their  word,  and  L'Arr^onois 
was  compelled  to  surrender  the  place  again  lo  the 
Duke  of  Ijritanny  after  a  five  weeks'  siege.  Feeling 
himself  tlien  absolved  from  every  engagement  lo  Eng- 
land, he  next  year  sent  back  the  Order  of  the  Garter 
to  Henry,  declnringhimself  from  that  time  a  subject  of 
his  natural  lord  the  Ktng  of  Arragon,  in  whose  country 
he  proposed  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days.* 

>  Sievfnvm'i  Kntnteiir  lifonHaHiH'ir,  lai. 
*  StEmuoD'a  (forr,  i.  375,  sjS,  cic. 
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Not  with  btundlng  ihc  rit^hntss  of  the  ljo«ty  won  by 
the  captuie  of  Kougeres,  the  English  oitght  lo  liave 
been  aware  (hat  ihey  would  have  a  heavy  price  to 
pay  for  it.  The  alienation  of  a  friend  in  llie  Uuke 
of  Britanny  evidentiy  did  not  grieve  iheni,  although 
tliat  in  itself  should  have  been  a  matter  of  some 
concern  ;  for  the  duke,  though  nearly  related  to  the 
French  king,  had  studied  to  Iteep  himself  neutral 
hitherto.  To  his  and  his  father's  pacific  policy 
it  was  owing  that  Ihe  commerce  of  Britanny  had 
prospered  and  Fougt;res  itself  become  rich,  while 
neighbouring  districts  were  exposed  to  the  ravages 
of  war.  But  the  resentment  of  the  Duke  of  Lritaniiy 
was  not  a  cause  of  much  apprehension.  The  eflect 
of  the  outrage  u|)on  the  French  people  was  a  much 
more  serious  matter,  and  this  was  felt  immediately. 
The  King  of  France,  when  he  heard  the  news,  was 
at  Montils  by  Tours  on  the  point  of  starting  for 
Bourges.  He  immediately  changed  his  purpose  and 
tUTned  back  to  Chinon  that  he  might  be  nearer 
Britanny.  A  secret  treaty  was  made  between  the 
king  and  the  duke  to  aid  each  other  on  the  re- 
commencement of  hostilities  with  the  English.  A 
plot  was  also  laid  to  surprise  the  town  of  Pont-de- 
i'Arche  on  the  Seine,  just  as  Fougeres  had  been 
surprised  by  the  English.  It  was  com-  p„„,.a,.r  \^^h<< 
pletely  successful,  and  Pcsnt-dc-rArche  toi.=/i  b/ttic 
was  captured  by  stratngeni  eariy  in  the  ""'"''■ 
nnoming  of  the  i6th  of  May,  by  a  body  of  ad- 
venturers professedly  in  the  service  of  Britanny, 
There  could  be  no  mislake  about  the  significance 
of  the  retribution.  To  the  Duke  of  Britanny  the 
Capture  of  Pont-de-rArche  was  of  no  valye,  txCept 
in  the  way  of  retaliation,  for  it  was  at  a  great 
distance  from  his  borders;  while  to  France  it  was 
a  most  important  gain  if  used  with  a  view  to  the 
recovery  of  Normandy.  But  France  was  quite  as 
free  to  disavow  die  deed  as  the  English  GoTerninenl 
bad  been  to  disavow  the  taking  of  Foui^ires. 
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Charles  had,  in  fact,  gained,  in  a  strategic  p«int 
of  view,  quile  as  great  an  advantage  as  the  English 
had  gained  in  point  of  malerial  wealth.  But  morally 
his  advantage  was  gr<_'a[er  still,  for  hi?  showed  himself 
perfectly  open  to  Ireat  for  the  redress  of  outrages  on 
both  sides,  and  was  willing  to  put  Pont-de-l'Arche 
again  into  the  hands  of  the  English  if  they -would 
have  restored  Fougeres.  All  conferenees,  however, 
were  incU'ectual,  and  the  French  followed  up  their 
advantage  by  taking  (lerlieroy  and  Conches.  In 
the  south  they  also  won  from  the  English  two 
places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bordeaux,'  Still, 
Charles  had  not  yet  declared  war,  and  these  things 
were  avowedly  no  more  than  the  acts  of  desultory 
marauders.  Mis  ambassadors  still  demanded  the 
restiluiion  of  Fougeres,  which  possibly  the  English 
might  now  have  been  willing  lo  accord  if  they  could 
have  had  the  Krencli  captures  restored  to  them,  but 
that  in  the  surrender  of  the  place  they  would  have 
had  to  acknowledge  Britanny  as  a  feudal  dependency 
of  Charles,^  Negotiations  were  accordingly  broken 
off,  and  Charles  having  besides  recdved  particulars 
of  a  breach  of  the  truce  with  Scotland  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  which  even  an  English  writer  does 
not  venture  to  defend,'  at  length  madfi  a  formaJ 
declaration  of  hostilities.^ 

Never,  it  must  be  owned,  did  England  incur  the 
grave  responsibilities  of  war  with  a  greater  degree  of 
foolhardiness.  Somerset  himself  seemed  only  now 
to    have    wakened    up    lo    the  defenceless   state  of 

'  Htdnctii  NsriiticiTiflir,  ?s.i.  3  //iV/,  503. 

^  *  Kodcrti  minu  (?6  Hcii^  vi.|,  ^ei  vUirisih  Iporejipi  ]).iri«4  Anolue 
UftqiIC  |)cineltneiisc  fiinn^^^tcTiuiiLr  qunru  omTlf-a  'tcmini  cc  fihi  p](t'Ct  iLliiit 
pauiK  ill  niagna  mQliiiuJine  <|iiuii<1ic  ri  in  oliviin  aMFiidtlont.  i\\atv. 
concalia  halvila,  inLnui  Jormi'jabuni  u,tecrki  inptire  truga*  iriUi  i^uni  cl 
Ri^l^cni  5c:Dli4t  rtriu^  «iiU  ■<i^tlli>i  lidp^liiki'Ui  conlirm^tos ;  «td  poMcr^iu 
hujua  trugnnini  inti^rrupta'a  vcrtrliatut  Ar»^lifU  tBitillo  m^-i^i^  ih  ^Htpcliiliurtl 
quam  hanoiem,  quiiL  icccilcnie  Kt£c  SMni  luacnaiii  imricm  I4uiiJiuiii1'Iiie 

capli  ct  inLcTrccLj  ml  nuiQcriini  diit>Mjni  riilliiiii) ;  CT  nk  laittkciiv  Kci 
Anjjlia:  cum  ejus  conctlLO  pro  »;aiiiLiri  nJi^liJifrilioii*  cum  damnii  aJ  pALcai 
ukUoue  reducitiir.' — /narii  S(riftfri)  d'nfitui"  (BJ-  Cilct),  H=n.  *>- 
p.  !6. 
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Normandy.  He  had  just  sent  over  Lord  Hastings 
and  ihe  Abbot  of  Gloucester  witb  a  message  to  the 
English  Parliament  desiring  Immediate  aid.  The 
French,  he  suid,  were  daily  reinforcing  their  garrisons 
upon  the  frontier,  and  committing  outrages  against 
the  truce.  General  musters  were  proclaimed  through- 
out the  kingdom,  and  every  thirty  men  of  the  whole 
population  were  required  to  find  a  horseman  fully 
*i-|Uipped  for  war.  Mea.nwhile,  the  Knglish  garrisons 
in  Normandy  were  too  feeble  tu  resist  attack.  Not 
a,  single  place  was  furnished  with  sufficient  arullery, 
and  the  fortifications,  almost  everywhere,  had  fallen 
into  such  decay  that  even  if  filled  with  men  and 
guns  they  could  not  possibly  be  defended.  Besides 
this,  Ihe  whole  province  wa.'i  in  such  tstreme  poverty 
that  it  could  no  longer  endure  further  imposts  for  the 
charges  of  its  own  defence.' 

No  marve!,  therefore,  that  the  progress  of  the 
French  arms  was,  from  this  time,  uninterrupted.  On 
the  igth  July  the  town  of  Verneuil  wa-s  Pf„g,„st,f 
tak^n  by  the  aid  of  a  miller  who  had  "h*  Ftmr-iL. 
been  nmllrealed  by  some  of  the  garrison  ;  and,  some 
lime  afterwards,  the  castle  also  surrendered.  In 
August  nperations  were  carried  on  in  several  parts  of 
the  Duchy  at  once.  Town.s  near  the  sea  and  towns 
near  the  Trench  frontier  were  attacked  at  the  same 
time;  and  Font-.Audomer,  Lisieux,  Mantes,  Vernon, 
and  other  places  were  recovered  from  the  English- 
Then  followed  in  quick  succession  the  capture  of 
Essay,  Fecamp,  Harcourt,  Chambrois,  Roche-Guyon, 
and  Coutances.  In  October,  Rouen,  the  capital  of 
the  province,  was  invested.  On  the  i<)th  the  in- 
habitant; with  one  accord  rose  in  arms  against  the 
English,  who  found  it  necessary  to  retreat  into  the 
castle.  In  this  stronghold  Somerset  himself  was 
assailed  by  the  King  of  France,  and,  after  a  vain 
attempt  to  secure  better  tenns,  agreed  to  surrender 
not  only  it  but  the  fortresses  of  ..\rqttes,  Caudebec, 

I  SolU/fPait,  1.  117- 
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and  several  other  places,  leaving  the  gallant  Talbot, 
Earl  of  Shrowsbury,  as  a  hostage  iiiitil  ihey  were 
delivered  up.  Meanwhile,  ihe  Duke  of  liriianny 
overran  Lower  NoMnandy  and  recovered  his  own 
Fougtrcs  afttr  a  siege  i>[  HuIl-  more  than  a  montlL 
Krani^ois  L'Arragonois,  fmding  no  hope  of  succours, 
surrendered  the  place  ami  afterwards  went  over  io 
the  FrL'ucli. 

Ill  short,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  English 
had  lost  nearly  everyihiiig  in  the  North  of  France. 
The  inhabitants  cvurywheri:  conspirt'd  to  betray 
towns  and  garrisons,  and  every  man  not  Enylisli- 
born  took  [lart  against  the  English.  Even  King 
Rene,  Henry's  father-in-law,  assisted  Charles  at  the 
siege  of  kouen,  and  sbareci  the  honours  of  !iis 
triumiihal  enlrjv  At  tiie  tnd  of  the  year  (44'3  tlie 
Cnghsh  held  nothing:  in  Normandy  except  a  few 
towjis  upon  the  sea-coast  or  a  little  way  inland — tlie 
chief  of  these  being  Honlleur,  liayeux,  Ca^en,  and 
Cherbourg,  The  last-named  foitrcss  remained  un- 
taken  till  the  I3th  of  August  in  the  following  year. 
When  it  surrendered,  the  whole  cif  Normandy  was 
finally  lost 

The  news  of  these  reverses  so  rapidly  following 
each  other  of  course  produced  in  England  the  most 
profound  dissatisfaction,  The  Tarliament  to  which 
Somerset  bad  applied  for  aid  iiad  been  removed 
after  Whitsunday  to  Winchester  on  acctivmt  of  the 
ins.iluhrity  of  the  air  in  London  and  ^Vcstmiiister, 
and  had  been  finally  dissolved  on  the  i6th  of  July. 
A  new  Parliament  was  then  callud  for  a  winter 
session  to  provide  for  the  defcntc  of  Normandy, 
Uii]*opui.uCiy  when,  in  fact,  it  was  too  late.*  Uy  the 
ofsufluik,  time  iit  had  assembled  Rouen  was  already 
lost.     The  secret  odium  with  which  the  policy  of 

1  ^d/Zi  fl/ Pari.  V,  uTi,  i7i_  Kven  fihen  \hv  new  rattbnrirnT  m*t  ni 
W«flllnitl^lt?r  on  tlie  (a\  Nuvcmbcr  IE  wiu  Dbli[L:cJ  Io  uiJy^iiLrli  Io  ihc  CUy 
ofl-oiHlon  gn  accuum  iiftbr  unhenliliifiti.  of  ihc  air,  Wc  niu't  rcinoinliK 
that  WetinLmslcr  W'lt  Itien  iUtl-c  Lcltcr  |-|>an  n  Hal  miiiUy  iiJaiid.n'nh  qvaat 
t4lcnl  ot  nutnby  liuiil  auA  ilajiuuii  piul>  Lciwi^d  Tiiuliis.uul  ibcThoDm. 
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SufTolk  had  been  viewed  for  years  past  could  now  no 
longer  be  restrained.  It  was  difficult  to  pi?rsiiade  the 
many  lliat  Llie  disgrace  whicli  liad  befiillKCi  the  Engliali 
arms  was  not  due  to  ireacliery  as  much  as  tu  im^om- 
pelence.  The  cession  of  Maine  and  Anjou  was  mare 
loudly  blamed  than  ever,  and  SulTolk  was  considered 
lo  have  negoiiaied  the  king's  raarrugc  mainly  wilH 
IL  view  ID  his  own  advainngc.  It  was  renienitjireil 
bow  lie  hnd  once  itnprutluiitly  buasted  that  he 
possessed  XVI  less  weiydt  in  llic  counsels  of  the  King 
of  l-'rance  ihan  in  those  of  his  own  sovereign  ;  it  was 
again  muintured  that  he  had  been  the  cuu&c  nf 
Gloucester's  death.  And  nolwithstunding  the  pro- 
leclion  of  the  Court,  these  feelings  found  expression 
in  I'arlLamcnt. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  New  Year,  an  incident 
occurred  which  served  still  further  to  prccipilale  his 
niin,  Adam  de  Molcyns,  Bishop  of 
Chirheslcr,  keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal, 
who,  as  we  have  seen,  had  been  sent  over  lo  Franee 
in  the  beginning!  of  1448,  to  arrange  the  peaceful 
ccs!vion  of  Le  Mans,  was  ai  this  time  sent    „    , 

.,  ,  ,  ^  .  Murder  ofihe 

to  I'onsniouth  to  pay  the  wages  of  certain  (li^ht-pof 
soldiers  and  sailors.  He  was  a  scholar  as  t^lnuie^irr. 
wc-il  as  a  statesman,  and  corresponded  occasionally  with 
the  ceJebrated  A^ieas  Sylvius,  afterwards  I'apo  Pius 
u.'  lint,  like  Suffolk,  he  was  believed,  lo  make  his  own 
advantai^e  out  of  public  affairs.  He  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  very  covetous  ;  the  king's  Ireasuiy  was 
ill  supplied  with  money,  and  he  endeavoured  to  foi^-e 
the  men  to  be  satisfied  with  less  than  their  due.  On 
this  they  broke  out  into  open  mutiny,  cried  out  that 
he  was  one  of  tho^e  who  had  sold  Normandy,  and 
thereupon  put  him  lo  death."  This  was  on  the  Qih 
day  of  January  1450.  Muring  the  alterc.Ttion  he  let 
lali  some  words,  probably  in  justificaiion  of  his  own 


A.D  .  I430. 


I  jBmar  Sjih-ii  fffif.  to.  iIM. 

1  Aeomlinti  lalMirrieiiil.  .Itiiisii  F^ylviui,  Ibe  miHla  ofJc-ilb  ianidn)  on 
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conduct:,  which,  were  considered  to  reflect  most  seri-1 
ously  upon  that  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,'  and  a  cryJ 

arose  Tor  the  duke's  iiiipf?achment  In  Farliament. 

]-t  must  certainly  be  acknowledged  by  any  candid 
student  of  history  that  the  stale  of  the  English  Con- 
stitution in  early  times  did  not  admit  of  true  and 
impa.rtial  justice  being  done  to  an  accused  minister. 
So  long  as  a  man  in  Suffolk's  position  was  upheld  by 
the  power  of  the  Crown,  il  was  lo  the  last  degree 
dangerous  to  say  anything  against  him;  but  when  the 
voice  of  complaint  could  no  longer  be  restrained,  the 
protection  he  had  befori;  received  ceased  to  be  of 
any  use  to  him.  It  became  then  quite  as  dangerous 
to  say  anything  in  his  favour  as  it  had  been  formerly 
to  accuse  him.  'Ihe  Crown  could  not  make  common 
cause  with  one  whose  conduct  was  under  suspicion  i 
for  the  king  could  do  no  wTong,  and  the  minister 
must  be  the  scapegoat.  The  party,  therefore,  which 
would  insist  on  any  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a 
minister,  knew  well  that  they  must  succeed  in  getting 
him  condemned,  or  be  branded  as  traitors  themselves. 
Such  proceedini!!!  accordingly  began  inevitably  with 
intrigue.  Lord  Cromwell  was  Suffolk's  enemy  at  the 
council-table,  and  used  his  influence  secretly  with 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  gel  them 
lo  bring  forward  an  impeachment  in  that  chamber. 
That  he  was  a  dangerous  opponent  Suffolk  himself  was 
very  well  aware.  A  little  before  Christmas,  William 
Tallboys,  one  of  the  duke'a  principal  supportersi  had 
set  a  number  of  armed  men  in  wait  for  htm  at  the 
door  of  the  Star  Chamber,  where  the  council  met,  ^J 
and  Lord  Cromwell  narrowly  escaped  being  killed.  i^| 
The  attempt,  however,  failed,  and  Tailboys  was  com*  ^^ 
mitCcd  lo  the  Tower;  from  which  it  would  seem  that 
he  must  soon  afterwards  have  been  released.  Crom- 
well then  brought  an  action  against  him,  in  the  Court 
of  E.tchequtr,  to  recover  damagts  for  the  assault,  and 
was  awarded  .^3000 ;  on  which  Tailboys  was  com- 

»  Kelbt/Parl.v.  176. 
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tnttted  lo  the  SherifTof  London's  prison;  and  Lliis 
was  all  the  rtdress  obtained  by  Cromwell  till,  by  a 
special  Act  in  the  ensuing  Farliaineiit,  Tailbnys  was 
removed  from  that  place  of  conliiicmtnt,  anil  lodged 
in  the  Tower  once  more,  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months.  Owing  to  the  king's  protection  he  was 
not  brought  to  trial.' 

An  evil  day,  nevertheless,  had  arrivtd  for  the 
Duke  of  SiiiTolk,  which  not  all  the  imBuence  of  the 
king,  nor  the  still  grcaWr  influence  of  Margaret  of 
Anjou,  who  owed  to  him  her  proud  position  as 
Henr>''s  consort,  was  able  to  avert.  Oa  the  12nd  of 
January  the  duke  presented  a  petition  to  the  king 
that  he  iriigJu  be  allowed  to  clear  himself  before 
PaTliameiit  of  ihc  imputations  which  had  been  cast 
on  him  in  consequence  of  the  dying  words  of  iJishop 
Moleyns.  He  begged  tine  Ling  to  remember  how 
Liiis  father  had  died  in  the  service  of  King  Henry  v. 
at  Harfleur, — how  his  elder  brolher  had  been  wilh 
that  king  at  AyincourL, — how  two  other  bTolbers 
bad  fallen  in  the  king's  own  days  at  Jargcau,  wht-n  he 
himself  was  taken  prisoner,  and  had  to  pay  ^20,000 
for  his  ransom, — how  his  fourth  brother  had  been 
a  hostage  for  bim  in  the  enemies'  hands  and  died 
there.  He  also  reminded  the  king  that  he  had  borne 
arms  for  four-and- thirty  years,  had  been  thirty  years 
s  Knight  of  the  (jartvr,  and  had  served  in  the  wars 
abroad  for  seventeen  years  at  a  time,  without  ever 
coming  home.  Sinee  then  he  had  been  fifteen  years 
in  England  about  tlie  King's  person,  and  be  prayed 
God  that  if  ever  he  died  otherwise  than  in  his  bed, 
it  might  be  in  maintaining  the  qu.irrel  that  he  had 
been  at  all  times  true  to  Henry,' 

Four  days  after  this  a.  deputation  from  the 
Commons  waited  on  the  Lord  Chancellor,  desiring 

•  W.  Vorc.  ff.'/j'i  ttf  Pari,  y.  via.  I  finil  !>)■  fln  mirf  in  ihe  ConlrsU 
Mntt  KnH.  jin  Hrn.  fl.,  tlint  on  Si.  Barthulnmeui'ii  l>'y.  t<)5i„  V-'illblB 
Tail  brjy?  anil  nincic?[D  oih-?c  lErvjri^  hclc-jigin^  to  Su-ulh  K)inr,  in  LiiKDln- 
tUrr.  wsfouLlnwerl  at  ili«  •uit  nf  Elinbcili.  widoiv  of  John  SiunilerKin, 
tor  Uit  DUidci  oTbei  biuluntU  ^  RaiUt/  I'arl,  1. 17&. 
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lliaL  as  SulTolfc  had  coJifcsSL-d  tin*  ]ir<^valcnce  0' 
injurious  reporLs  agaiiisl  him,  he  might  becumrtiillcd 
to  custody.  This  rc()!it:st  was  laid  by  the  Chancellor 
before  the  king  and  council  on  Die  follovfing  day, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  judges  being  taken  AS  to  ihc 
legality  of  tht;  proposed  arrest,  he  was  allowed  to 
reoiiiin  at  liborly  until  a  definite  charge  should  be 
brouj;ht  against  him.  Such  a  chargi;  was  accordinjjiy 
declared  two  days  later  by  the  Speaker,  who  did  not 
hesitate  to  tell  the  Lord  Clianctllor,  in  the  name  of 
the  Commons,  thai  Suffolk  was  bell-cvtd  lo  be  in 
league  «iih  the  I'rencb  king  to  promote  an  invasion 
of  England,  and  Imd  forlified  the  cattle  of  Wnllinjjford 
wilh  a  view  of  assisting  the  invaders.  The  duke,  on 
this,  was  conimilted  to  the  Tower. 

On  the  7th  of  Lc-bruary  he  was  formally  impeached 
by  the  Commons.    A  copy  of  thu  articles  of  inipeat-'h- 
SiiiT.iik  menlwill  be  found  in  the  I'uston  Letters 

irai^a^iicd.  ^[^^)  7gj  Nothing  was  said  in  them  of 
Uie  fortiRcation  afWaUingford  Castle,  but  a  number 
of  specific  chaqjcs  were  made,  many  of  them  authen- 
ticated by  the  exact  day  and  place  when  the  alleged 
treasonable  flcis  wor<;  committed,  tending  la  show 
that  in  his  communications  with  the  French  lie  had 
been  invariably  opposed  to  the  interests  of  his  own 
country.  It  was  ailcgL'd  that  he  had  been  bribed  10 
deliver  Anjou  and  Maine,  and  that  as  long  ago  as 
the  year  1440  he  was  influenced  by  corrupt  motives 
to  promote  the  UheralioJi  of  the  Ouke  of  Orleans; 
that  he  had  disclosed  the  secrets  of  the  English 
council-chamber  to  the  French  king's  ambassadors;. 
that  he  had  even  given  information  by  which  Vn.n 
had  profited  in  the  war,  and  that  he  had  rendered 
peace  negotiations  nugatory,  by  letting  the  Frenct 
know  beforehand  the  iniitructions  given  to  lb 
Ein;{;lish  envoys.  Further,  in  tlie  midsl  of  invasion 
and  national  disgrace,  he  had  hoped  to  gratify  his 
own  ambition.  The  king,  who  was  still  childless, 
was  to  be  deposijd  j  and  the  duke  had  actually  hoped 
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to  make  his  own  son  king  in  his  place.  It  seems 
that  he  had  obtained  some  time  biifore  a  grant  of  the 
wardfihip  of  Margaret  Ueaufort,  dauglilci  of  the  late 
Dulce  of  Somerset,  wlio  was  ihL-  iicariu'st  heir  to  the 
crown  in  the  L.ancastrian  Bine,  and  since  his  arrest 
be  had  caused  her  to  b;;  married  to  his  own  son, 
Ixird  John  Ue  la  Poli;.'  Such  was  the  foundation 
on  which  the  worst  charge  rented. 

A  tnonth  passed  bufore  he  was  heard  in  his  own 
defencL'.  The  Commons  impeached,  but  it  was  for 
the  Lords  Xo  try  him.  Meanwhile,  anotht^r  bill  of 
indictment  had  been  prepared  by  the  malice  of  his 
enemies,  in  which  all  the  failures  of  his  policy  were 
visited  upon  him  as  crimes,  and  attributed  to  the 
worst  and  most  stilish  motives.  For  his  own  private 
gain,  he  had  caused  the  crown  to  he  prodigal  of 
grants  to  other  persons,  till  it  was  so  i m [WVLTished 
that  the  wages  of  the  hovist;hold  were  unpaid,  and 
the  royal  manors  left  to  fall  into  dtjcay.  He  had 
granted  the  earldom  of  Kendal,  with  large  possessions 
both  in  Enj^Und  and  in  tiuienne,  to  a  Gascon,  who 
uEtimatcly  sided  with  the  French,  but  had  happened 
to  marry  his  niece.  He  had  weakenfd  the  king's 
power  in  (Juicnne,  alicnatnid  the  Count  of  Armat;nac, 
and  caused  a  band  of  Enj^lish  to  attack  the  king's 
l^rman  allies;  he  hail  disposed  of  offiees  to  un- 
worthy persons  without  consulting  the  council, 
granted  important  possessions  in  Normandy  to  the 
I'Tench  king's  councillors,  given  to  the  French  queen 
;^j3.ooo  o£  the  revenues  of  England,  appropriated 
and  misapplied  the  king's  treasure,  and  the  subsidies 
gr.inted  by  I'ariiament  for  the  keeping  of  the  sea. 
These  ajid  some  minor  charges  formed  the  contents 
of  the  second  bill  of  indictment.'^ 

He  was  brought  from  the  Tower  on  the  glh  day  of 

'  S«  li  i»  ■.laicJ  in  llii-  imi>M(hm«nt-  AcronlinE  lo  the  biquWilon  on 
Sul1ul]a'>  ilruLli.  \wi  Jton  WA\  InriL  on  ihe  >7tli  ^^rLcjrjIjrT  laa^  Mvl  wji^ 
Ihaiioi*  01  thu  liinc  only  ill  h»  iiigblh  year.— Nupncr'i  tiiittrteal  Xtlittt 
^ Swyncrmii  ant(  Af^/mr-,  let. 

*  Krlli  ^ FsrI.  v.  i?Q-t8». 
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March,  and  required  to  make  answer  bcfurc  the 
Lords  to  the  contents  of  both  bills.  He  requested 
of  the  kitig  Ihal  he  might  have  copies,  ivhiclt  were 
allowed  him  ;  and  that  lie  might  prepare  iiis  answer 
more  at  case,  he  was  removed  for  a  few  days  lo  a 
tqwet  within  the  king's  palace  at  \V(:Stminstcf,  On 
the  13th  he  was  sent  Tor  to  make  his 
answer  before  the  king  and  lords.  Kneel- 
ing before  the  throne  he  replied  to  each  frf  the  eight 
articles  in  the  first  bill  separately.  He  denied  theit 
truth  entirely,  and  oflercd  to  prove  them  fjlse  in 
whatever  manner  the  king  would  direct.  He  declared 
it  absurd  to  consider  Margaret  Beaufort  as  heir- 
presumpcive  to  the  Crown. and  used  other  arguments 
lo  show  the  improbability  of  his  designs  on  the 
succession.  In  all  else  he  showed  that  the  other 
lords  of  the  council  were  quite  as  much  committed 
as  he;  and  as  to  the  delivery  of  Anjou  and  Maine, 
he  laid  the  responsibility  entirely  upon  the  murdered 
Bishop  of  Chichester.' 

Next  day,  the  .  Chief  Justice,  by  the  king's 
command,  asked  the  Lords  what  advice  they  would 
give  the  king  in  the  matter.  It  was  a  Saturday,  and 
the  Ijsrds  deferred  their  answer  till  the  following 
Monday;  but  on  the  Monday  nothing  was  done. 
On  the  Tuesday  the  king  sent  for  all  the  Lords  then 
in  London  to  attend  him  in  his  own  palace,  where 
they  met  in  an  inner  chamber.  AVhen  Ihey  were 
assembled,  Suffolk  was  sent  for,  and  kneeling  down, 
was  addressed  briefly  by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  He 
was  reminded  that  he  had  made  answer  to  the  first 
bill  of  the  Commons  without  claiming  the  right  of 
being  tried  by  his  peers ;  and  he  was  asked  if  he  had 
anything  further  to  say  upon  the  subject.  He  reE)lied 
that  the  accusations  were  too  horrible  lo  be  further 
sjioken  of,  and  he  hoped  he  had  suffidenlly  answered 
all  that  touched  the  king's  person,  and  the  slate  of 
bis  kingdom.     Nevertheless,  he  submitted  himself 

'  Stilt  V'J'mrt.y.Maa. 
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entirely  lo  liie   kimg,  to  do  wilh   him   whalcvur   lie 
thought  Rood.' 

On  this  an  answci  was  returni:d  lo  him  in  ihe 
king's  name  by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  A  miserably 
weak  and  evasive  answer  it  was,  showing  clearly  that 
the  king  desired  to  protect  \u5  favourite,  but  had  not 
the  manliness  to  avow  he  thought  him  worthy  of 
protection.  The  Lord  Chancellor  was  coniniii&ioned  ■ 
to  say,  that  as  to  ihe  very  st-rious  chargLS  conuiint-d 
in  the  litst  bill,  the  king  regarded  Suffolk  as  not 
having  been  proved  titht;r  guilty  or  innoctJit ;  but 
touching  those  contained  in  the  second  hill,  which 
amonnled  only  to  niisprisiors,  as  Suffolk  did  not  put 
hiniseif  upon  his  peerage,  hut  submitted  entirely 
lo  the  king,  the  latter  had  determined,  without 
consulting  the  Lords,  and  not  in  Ihe  way  of  judg- 
nienl  (for  he  was  not  sitting  in  tribunal),    ,,  .      ,     , 

,  ^        ,       .  rill,  "     He  .J  onletiil 

tiui  merely  in  virtue  ol  the  dukes  own   [oi«.*c 
submission,  to  ^id   lum   absent  himself  ^'■s''"''' 
from  England  for  five  years,  from  the   first  day  of 
May  ensuing. - 

It  is  clear  upon  the  face  of  the  matter,  that 
although  the  king  was  made  to  take  tin;  sdIu 
responsibility  of  liiis  decisiim,  it  was  reafly  a  thing 
arranged,  and  not  arrn.nged  without  difliciilty,  between 
the  friends  of  Suffolk  and  somt  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  Ihe  House  of  Lords.  Immediately  after  it 
was  pronounced,  Viscount  Ueaumont,  who  was  one 
of  Suffolk's  principal  allies,  made  a  pnttest  on  behalf 
of  the  Lords,  that  what  ihe  king  had  just  done,  he 
had  done  by  his  own  authority,  without  their  advice 
and  counsel.  He  accordingly  besought  the  king 
that  their  protest  might  be  recorded  in  the  rolls  of 
Parhamcnt.  for  their  protection,  so  that  the  case 
might  not  henceforth  be  made  a  precedent  in 
derogation  of  the  privileges  of  the  peerage."  Thus 
i(  was  clearly  hoped  on  all  sides  a  great  crisis  had 
been  averted.     Suffolk  was  got  rid  of,  but  not  con- 
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demncd.       A   victim   was  given    over    lo    popuEar 

resentment,  but  the  rights  of  ihe  Peers  for  the  future 
■were  to  be  maintained.  And  though  the  crown 
]owen;d  itself  by  an  avowed  dereliction  of  duty,  it 
was  not  severely  censured  for  preferring  expediency 
lo  justice. 

On  thy  following  night  the  duke  left  Westminster 
for  Suffolk.  The  people  of  London  were  intensely 
excited,  and  about  two  thousand  persons  sallied  out 
lo  St.  Giles'  hopiflg  to  intercept  his  departure,  but 
ihey  succeeded  only  in  capturing  his  horse  and  some 
of  his  servants,  whom  they  maltreated,  as  might  have 
been  e^ipected.  Even  after  this  the  excittment  was 
scarcely  diminished.  Seditious  manifestoes  were 
thrown  about  in  public  and  secretly  posted  on 
church  doors.^  The  duke  had  more  than  a  month 
to  prcjiare  for  leaving  England,  and  seems  to  have 
spent  the  time  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  On  Thurs- 
day the  3o(h  of  April  he  embarked  at  Ipswich  for 
HeembariK  Flanders ;  but  before  going  heassennbled 
for  FianJcis.  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  and,  taking 
the  sacrnment,  swore  he  was  innoctOt  of  the  sale 
of  Normandy  and  of  the  other  treasons  imputed 
to  him."  fie  also  wrote  an  interesting  letter  of 
general  admonitions  for  the  USC  of  his  young  son,  at 
that  time,  not  eight  years  old,  whom  he  was  not  to 
see  again  far  at  least  five  years,  and  too  probably 
not  at  all.  This  letter,  which  is  known  to  us  only 
by  a  copy  preserved  in  the  Paston  correspondence 
<No.  91),  tan  hardly  fjil  to  awaken  sympathy  with 
the  writer.  As  an  evidence  of  unalTected  piety  to 
God  and  sincere  loyalty  to  his  king,  it  will  prol>ably 
outweigh  with  most  readers  all  the  aspersions  cast  by 
Parliamenl  on  the  purity  of  his  intentions. 

Two  ships  and  a  little  pinnace  conveyed  him  from 
the  Suffolk  coast  southwards  till  he  stood  off  Dover, 
when  he  despatched  the  small  vessel  with  letters  to 
certain  persons  in  Calais  to  ascertain  how  he  should 
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be  received  if  lie  landed  tht-re.  Tlie  pinnace  was 
iniercepted  by  some  shijis  which  seem  to  have  been 
lying  in  wail  for  his  passage ;  and  when  it  was 
asCLTlained  where  the  duke  actually  was,  they 
immediately  bore  down  upon  him.  Foremost  among 
the  pursuers  was  a  ship  called  the  JVtr/ia/tis  of  Ihe 
Ttrwtr,  the  master  of  which,  on  nearing  Suflblk's 
vessel,  sent  out  a  boat  to  ask  who  they  were.  Suffolk 
made  answer  in  person,  and  said  that  he  was  going 
by  the  king's  command  to  Calais  ;  on  which  they 
lo!d  hitn  he  must  speak  with  their  master.  They 
accordingly  conveyed  him  and  two  or  three  others 
in  iheir  boat  to  the  JVicltotas.  When  he  came  on 
board  the  master  saluted  him  with  the  words, 
'  Welcome,  traitor ! '  and  sent  to  know  if  the  shipmen 
mcaiit  to  take  part  with  the  dukcj  which  they  at 
once  disowned  all  intention  of  doing.  The  duke 
was  then  informed  that  he  must  die,  but  was  allowed 
the  whole  of  the  nest  day  and  night  to  confess 
liimsclf  and  prepare  for  the  event.'  On  Monday 
the  and  of  May  the  rovers  consummated  their 
design.  In  siglu  of  all  his  men  SufTolk  was  drawn 
out  of  the  Nicholas  into  a  boat  in  which  an  axe  and 
block  were  prepared.  One  of  the  crew,  |,  imotdcrtd 
an  Irish  chud,  then  bade  him  lay  down  ^"*'>- 
his  head,  telling  him  in  cruel  mockery  that  he 
should  be  fairly  dealt  «-ith  and  die  upon  a  sword. 
A  rusty  sword  was  brought  out  accordingly,  and  with 
nearly  half  a  dozen  strokes  the  fellow  clumsily  cut  ofT 
his  head.  He  was  then  stripjicd  of  his  russet  gown 
and  Velvet  doublet.  iJis  body  was  brought  to  land 
and  thrown  upon  the  sands  at  Dover ;  and  his  men 
were  al  the  same  time  allowed  to  disembark.' 

The  source  from  which  wc  learn  most  of  these 
particulars  is  a  letter  of  \Villiam  Lomner  to  John 
Fasten  written  when  the  news  was  fresh.  The  writer 
seeus  to  hav£  been  quite  overpowered  by  the  tragic 

1  Kntlhli  CArffirich.  erf.  T>avic!,  p,  6g. 
*J'»4ttn  Ullttt,  Noi.  S3,  H, 
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characler  uf  ihe  event,  and  declares  he  had  so 
blurred  the  wriLmg  nilh  U-ars  that  he  Itaxs  Jt  would 
not  l>e  easy  to  decipher.  Indications  of  genuine 
human  Tueiing  like  this  are  so  rare  in  leltera  of  an 
early  date  that  wc  are  in  danger  of  attributing  to  the 
men  of  those  days  a  coldness  and  brutality  which 
were  hy  no  means  so  univ<:rsal  as  we  are  ajil  to 
suppose.  The  truth  is  that  when  men  related  fads 
they  regarded  their  own  feeUngs  as  an  impertinence 
having  nothing  whatever  lo  do  with  the  iratler  in 
band.'  The  art  oF  letler-writing^,  besides,  had  not 
yet  acquired  the  freedom  of  later  days.  It  was  usedi 
in  the  main,  for  biisiness  purposes  only,  We  shall 
meet,  it  is  true,  in  Ehis  very  correspondt'nce,  with 
one  or  two  early  specimens  of  jesting  epistles;  but, 
on  the  whole,  I  suspect  paper  was  loo  valuable  a 
commodity  and  writing  too  great  a  labour  lo  be 
wasted  on  things  irrelevant.  ' 

liut  whatever  feeling  may  have  been  excited  by 
the  news  of  Suffolk's  murder  in  men  like  William 
Lomner,  who  possibly  may  have  known  the  duke 
personalty,  we  may  well  bdicve  that  the  nation  at 
large  was  neither  afflicted  nor  very  greatly  shocked 
at  the  event.  Even  the  prior  of  Croyland.  the  head 
of  a  great  religious  coniniumly  in  Lincolnshire,  speaks 
of  it  as  the  just  punishment  of  a  traitor,  and  has  not 
a.  word  to  say  in  reprobation.^  Mocking  dirges  were 
composed  and  spread  abroad,  in  which  his  partisans 
were  represented  as  chanting  his  funeral  service,  and 
a  blessing  was  invoked  on  the  heads  of  his  murderers. 
These  were  but  the  last  of  a  host  of  satires  in  which 
the  public  indignation  had  for  months  past  found  a 

I  Even  itic  pasi-iKC  nlorf  referrtd  lo  iroulil  probal.ilj' he  an  illintralion  of 
(hit  if  %ht  brigitinl  LftTrt  wire  mamini^d.  As  **  liav*  reprinJfd  il  ftont 
Fcnn.  iE  htjiniij.  Ilms:  ^  K.]»^hl  warthiplul  Sir.  J  rcosmmcnd  inr  l<j  y«i.  iihI 
Bm  ri^hl  ^rirry  ^f  llijil  f  -h.tfl  wy,  anti  iiabr  iff  n-rukr  M"  lift/e  hfl  n-lM 
tiorfrni/ul  ititri  thai  uHtsthei  yt  itiali  rtaif  ii..'  Thi  itonliiiiiLnliimiTwUI 
pli^hAlhly  be  fou-nd  lo  ^«  ;.n  inierSinfrAlii^n  in  lh«  oiif  iD:il,  for  Ihaugh  they 
tLmmt  at  Ihr  titcinnlni;  of  ihe  Icllir.  ihey  wrrc  tleailf  onlien  oTiEr  il  win 
penntri,  and  the  onlf  reuon  why  Ihcv  wen  inKrtcd  wu  (a  (xcnw  Ibe 
ll'flSiWiity  flf  the  wriUDE. 

*  Cantm.  ^Crejrtimel  Chremcti,  p.  ssj. 
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vent-'  Suffolk  had  been  represented  on  his  impri- 
sonnient  as  a  fox  driven  into  his  hole,  who  musi  on 
no  account  be  Itt  out  again.  He  had  been  fhyraed 
ai  as  the  -Ape  wiih  his  Clog  who  had  tied  Talhoi  our 
good  dog,  in  allusion  to  the  fact  of  Talljot,  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  having  been  given  up  as  a  hostage  to  the 
French  after  the  surrender  of  Rouen.^  He  had  been  re- 
viled as  an  upsiari  who  had  usurp<?d  the  place  of  better 
men,  and  who  systematically  thwarted  and  neiitraHsed 
all  that  belter  men  could  do.  If  any  one  wept  for  the 
fall  of  such  a  man,  it  was  not  on  public  grounds. 

As  a  speciinen  of  these  political  satires  we  cannot 
resist  the  temptation  to  rjuole  a  short  poem  which 
must  have  been  composed  towards  the  close  of  the 
year  144-9,  *fter  the  surrendt-r  of  Roui^n  and  hdfore 
Suffolk's  fall,  It  is  far  less  personal  than  the  others, 
being  not  so  much  an  invective  against  Suffolk  as  a 
wail  over  the  loss  of  England's  groat  men,  and  the 
decay  of  her  fortunes,  The  leading  statesmen  and 
warnors  of  that  and  the  former  age  are  here  spoken 
of  by  their  badgt-S',  which  the  reader  will  find  inter- 
preted in  the  margin  : — 

■The  Rent*  i*  dead,  xhc  Kwanhis  gone, 
The  fiery  Cteisti"^  haih  lost  his  light. 

Therefore  England  may  nihc  great  moan 
Weic  DOl  the  help  af  Cod  Almight'. 

The  Castle''  is  won  where  c.tre  twgun, 
The  Porli'Ciillis •  is  laid  adown  ; 

Ycloi^d  wt  tiave  our  VVlvet  Hat ' 
Thai  covered  usfioinmanysinrmes  brown. 

The  White  Lion  Sis  liiil  lo  i\eiip, 

Th^rtmgb  'he  envy  of  ih'  Api  ^  Clog ; 

And  he  i>b^unden  ihul  qui  dooc should  kei?p; 
Thai  is  Tullmi,  our  s'">^  dog. 

The  FUher  I  haj  lost  his  nnglc  hook  j 

Gel  tliem  agAin  when  it  will  be. 

Our  Mill^-inil  >=  ivill  not  abciut, 
It  hath  so  long  gone  empty. 


•  Tilt  Re»nt 

Bcdrnid 
■^  Huniphrcy. 

DuLcUit  Olu'flfT, 

«  rl.c  lull  Diike 

■>  koiii]n  Cjjtiv, 
■  Tl.c  DiiWc  of 

'  f'^ic  CjirflinAl 
Vtcaufnil. 

1  The  Dulic  of 
Ni^f,:'1k  v}it,  liad 
yuuc-un  pilE'iiH' 
=(«  n.  koiuc  in 
1147.  (Difgdnk.) 

t  Tlic  Dul<=  of 
SutTulli. 

'  LioriJ  F^nccn- 
berg,  Kba  wia 
UUlin  piikobcr 
by  I  lie  Fteodi  at 
(lie  cKpruK  af 

k  Robert,  Lati 
WiJIoufhby. 


I  Wiighi'i  J'oJilicar  P^mi  (in  Roll*  Ktkt>,  ii.  J3»,         '  n/rf.  Ma,  114. 
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■  ThcEulof 

Iluckmnlilni. 
■^  Trinmu  lianiet- 

uuliuri,uuitiEn. 
t^  John  Ncirrit^ 
>'  Juhn  1'mviIud. 
1  TJic  King. 
'  EailofAiundtl. 

'  PiinrofSl. 
KaiCTCI, 

•  'l-Ut  tUrl  of 

■TlJt  Dufccuf 
\'uj|[,  ufho  ihad- 
Umi  seni  inio 
iTFlnntl  ■»  liF  oat 


The  Bear '  is  bound  that  was  so  wild. 

For  he  linlh  lost  lib  Uii),-)^cd  Sib£. 
The  Cajle-iiatlic'-"  it.  sf)Ql(L--lc*s 

For  lh«  cu^un^vl  that  Ihe  gaf. 
The  Lily  "  is  both  fiui  aftJ  gri*ii ; 

Th*  Ctindiiii"  runnfth  nut,  I  weini. 
The  Coroisli  Ch<iugh  i'  oft  wilh  IiU  [rain 

Halh  mad).-  our  Kn^le''  blinrl. 
The  While  Hail '  is  pul  out  ot  minO 

liecnn^c  he  will  tiul  lu  tticm  consul  ; 
Thwcfiire,  ihe  Coniinuns  aaiib,  isi  both  Hue 
and  kicKi, 

liolh  ill  Siiii^ei  ani]  in  Kent. 
The  Wnter  l!ouge>  and  Ihe  Wine  Uolell 

With  the  h'(^urlock'i '  chain  \jeae  fimi. 
The  Wheal  t^"'  willihcm  sitsialn 

As  lung  as  he  inny  endure  and  last. 
Thu  HoQi  •  is  fnr  into  tlic  WcM. 

ThM  should  us  help  wilh  shield  and  fpcai. 
Thi-  Falcon  ■=  lleclh.  und  hivlh  no  rcsl 

Till  he  wil  whe'e  to  bigg  Ilia  nest.' 

Almost  concurrently  with  the  news  of  Suffolk's 
murtler  came  tidings,  menlioiied  by  William  Lomner 
in  the  very  same  Ittltir,  of  another  disaster  in  France, 
more  gloomy,  if  possibli;,  than  any  that  had  occurred 
D,r„t  of  Si,  before.  A  force  u  ndet  Si  r  'I'hotnas 
T.  KiritU  Kiriol  had  K-en  sent  to  the  aid  of  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  tn  Normandy  after  the  loss  of 
Rouen.  It  disembarked  at  Cherbourj;,  and  proceed- 
ing towards  Caen,  where  ihe  duke  had  now  taken 
up  his  position,  besieged  and  took  \'alognics.  They 
were  now  in  full  communication  with  the  garrisons 
of  Caen  and  Bayciix,  when  they  were  suddenly 
attacked  at  the  village  of  Kourmigni,  and  routed  with 
great  slaughter,  Uetwefin  tlirec  and  four  Uiousand 
Knglishmen  were  left  dead  upon  the  field;  Kitid 
himself  w.is  taken  prisoner ;  even  the  brave  Matthew 
Gough  {well  known  to  FreHchtnetl  of  that  day  as 
Matago)  found  it  needful  to  fall  back  wilh  his 
company  of  1500  men  for  Uie  safeguard  of  Bayeux, 
which  a  month  aftenwards  he  was  Compelled  after  alt 
to  give  up  to  the  enemy.' 

'  Petty'*  ntirrativc  in  Sttveni^ii'a  Ftflnlaien   0/  the  E/^/i'iA  /^^m 
KenuanJy,  jj&     II 'an  lifthcEatL  IL  ijfiuj.     I'aitua  l-ttliri.  Ku.  9S. 


INTRODUCTION 


Ixxix 


Meanwhile  the  Parliameni^  which  had  been  pro- 
rogued over  EastcT,  va^  ordered  to  meet  again  at 
Leicester  instead  of  Weslminslt-r.  The  reason  given 
for  the  change  of  place  was  alii!,  as  before,  the 
uiihealthiness  of  the  air  about  WeslnJiTisteri  and 
doublless  it  was  a  very  true  reason.  Il  is  possible, 
however,  that  the  political  atmosphere  of  London 
was  quite  as  oppresiivt  to  the  Couct  as  the  physical 
atmosphere  could  be  to  ihe  Parliament,  During  their 
silling  at  Leicester  a  much  needed  subsidy  was  voted 
to  the  king,  and  an  Act  passed  for  th<;  application  of 
certain  revenues,  to  the  expenses  of  the  Royal  House- 
hold in  order  to  stop  ihe  exactions  of  purveyors. 
But  ihey  had  hardly  sat  a  month  when  the  session 
was  suddenly  ]tul  an  end  to  from  a  cause  which  we 
[iroctfcd  to  notice. 


Rebellion  of  Jack  Cade 


The  murder  of  the  Dykt  of  Suflolk  had  not  made 
things  betlcr  than  they  had  been  before.  The  ablest 
of  the  ministers,  who  had  hilherto  guided  the  Icing's 
counsels,  was  now  removed,  but  his  place  was  left 
for  a  time  altogether  unsupplied.  The  men  of 
Suffolk's  party,  such  as  Ixird  Say,  Viscount  Beau- 
mont, and  Thomas  Daniel,  still  remained  about  the 
king,  and  were  nearly  as  unpopular  a.s  he  had  been. 
The  offices  formerly  held  by  Suffolk  were  divided 
among  Ihem  and  their  particular  friends,'  Even  if 
the  Court  had  desired  to  call  in  men  of  greater 
weight,  they  were  not  then  at  hand.  The  Duke  of 
Somerset  was  in  France,  and  the  Duke  of  York  in 
Ireland  ;  so  that  some  time  must  have  elapsed  before 
either  of  ihem  could  have  taken  part  in  public  affairs 
at  home.     Meanwhile  it  was  said  that  the  resentment  " 

•  See  Nn,  98,  WIlli.iiB  Worec'sWr  ^yf  toril  tlepmliFiaiii  wi»  mBji! 
Irex^rcr.  aiij  L#jiii  fTruniU'^TJ  the  iln^^'i  i.haEi>1icrl»in.  Lord  Ht^aucliainp'i 
■  fmicftmCUl    U  oi^   U'C    r^KIFI    KolU.       Sec  C*f/i/ttfariHtH    fiat.    J'liUmtf 
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or  the  Court  for  SufTollc's  murder  would  be  Tisited 

upon  the  county  of  Kont;  and  the  county  of  Kent 
was  of  opinion  That  it  suFTL-rtd  abuses  enough  already- 
The  ex.ictions  of  the  king's  officers,  both  in  the  way 
of  taxation  and  purveyance,  were  fell  to  be  extor- 
tionate and  capricious.  The  coHectors  of  the  revieniie 
were  appointed  by  the  kntghts  of  the  shiret  and  these, 
instead  of  being  freely  chosen  by  the  people,  were 
but  the  nomincL-s  of  a  few  great  men  who  compelled 
their  tenants  to  vote  according  to  their  pleasure. 
There  were,  besides,  grave  cases  of  injustice  in  which 
people  were  accused  of  treason,  and  kept  in  pri$on 
without  trial,  on  ihe  information  of  persons  about 
the  Court  who  had  influence  to  obtain  grants  of  their 
lands  from  the  Crown. 

Hence  arose  Jack  Cade's  rebellion,  a  movement 
•Ti'hich  we  must  not  permit  ourselves  to  look  upon  as 
Cso.--*  "  vulgar  outbreak  of  the  rabble.     Whole 

K^wiion.  districts  of  Kent,  Surrey,  and  Sussex 
rose  in  arms,  clamouring  for  redress  of  grievances; 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  insurgents  met  with  a  large 
amount  of  sympathy,  even  from  those  who  did  not 
actually  take  part  with  ihem.^  As  their  leader,  they 
selected  a  man  who  called  himself  Mortimer,  and 
who,  besides  some  experience  in  war,  was  evidently 
possessed  of  no  small  talent  for  generalship.  It 
afterwards  turned  out  that  his  real  name  was  Cade, 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  that  he  had  been 
living  a  year  before  in  the  household  of  Sir  Thomas 
Dacre  in  Sussex,  when  he  was  obliged  to  abjure  the 
kingdom  for  killing  a  womnn  who  was  with  child. 
He  then  betook  himself  to  France  and  served  In  the 
French  warasainst  Endand.     What  induced  him  to 


**  ^  Tbc  l.ilc  Mr_  Durrani  Cixjptr,  In  an  laiLcrcatin):  pnwr  reut  twFbrc  k 
me^lir^  -of  chf  K«nl  Arcl^iEakisi<:;il  Suciely,  CKOnnLnMLl  3ae  JonA  lisL  ot  IjoniH 
lli»?n  on  iStr  p»i™t  r(ill  •/(  li  H-^nrj-  vt.,  ilih)  proved  ftoiT]  ilw-m  tlui  ihe 
iDLurrPCiion  u'ai  by  nn  arsiA  uf  □  vtiy  pleheiiia  or  iliuiiiSerlv  ckaraclftr.. 
'in  wei^  hundrtda,'  he  »)'5,  '  ihc  ci>ii>t.i|jTc<  dlllly,  ^ti^  u  11  Testily. 
lummoneJ  Uic  men  :  aiiiJ  nuiuy  lUiTiihti.  it.rdtulurly  Miidcn.  PFniBiml, 
Hawklliui^t,  NorLliStel,  lloughlon-MalBicrb,^.  Smardcn,  and  Plucklty^ 
fumbh-ccl  03  jQjiny  men  ai  could  be  Tuund  in  qiu  diiy  lit  fur  Amu.' 
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return  docs  not  appear,  unless  we  may  suppose,  wIticU 
is  not  unlikely,  thai  some  niiidenieiinour  when  in 
the  service  of  France  mad*;  the  French  soil  fully  as 
dangcrnus  to  him  as  the  English.  In  England  he 
seems  to  h;tve  assumed  the  name  of  Aylmur.  and 
pAissed  himself  off  as  a  physician.  He  mairiud  a 
sijuirc's  dEiughtct,  and  drtssL'd  in  scark-t ;  and  when 
the  rebt;llion  broke  ouc  in  Kent  he  called  hiniseif 
John  Mortimer,  a  cousin  of  ihe  Duke  of  York, 

The  first  disturbances  took  place  at  Whitsunlide  In 
the  latter  end  of  May.  In  the  second  week  of  June  ^ 
a  corsiderable  nrmy  from  thu  counties  of  Kent,. 
Surrey,  and  Susses  encamped  upon  Blackheath. 
The  king,  who,  on  receiving  news  of  the  rising,  had 
dissolved  tlic  parliament  then  sitting  at  Leicester, 
arrived  in  l^ondon  on  Saturday  tlie  rjlh,  and  took 
up  his  quarters  at  the  priory  of  St.  John's,  near 
Smithfield.  He  had  with  him  20,000  men  under 
arms,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  did  not  set  out 
against  the  rebels  till  the  followinp  Thursday,  the 
i8ih.'  They,  meanwhile,  had  withdrawn  in  the 
night-time,'  and  the  king  and  his  host  occupied 
their  [losltion  on  B!lat!kheath.  The  roya!  forces, 
however,  proceeded  no  further.  Only  a  detachment, 
tinder  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford  and  his  brother 
■William,  was  sent  to  pursue  the  insurgents.  An 
encounter  took  itlace  at  Sevenoaks  on  ihe  i8th,'  in 
which  both  the  SlalTords  were  killed.  Their  defeat 
spread  dismay  and  disaffection  ii»  the  royal  camp, 
The  noblemen  who  had  accompanied  the  king  to 
lltackhelth  could  llo  longer  keep  their  men  together, 
ihe  latter  protesting  that  unless  justice  were  done  on 
cerWin  traitors  who  had  misled  the  king,  they  would 
go  over  to  the  Captain  of  Kent.     To  satisfy  Ihem, 

1  TbtMi  dais  wti*  ^vtn  rlifTrrFiilty  In  pTtvi43iLi  j§i.>^ue.^or  thit  [ulraduc- 
tl«n,  h\-r  I,  retiilicatLDn  al  ihc  ctironatQEj-'Dr  ibc  nl-clliuii  1  airi  ini'lcblGil 
tu  Ktinhii'i  Encliih  Ki3in£  in  [t^",  pp.  us  iinil  folr^uwrnii- 

-  A^^f^tvUng  ^fj  ^^  %^  vf^^ur  i^kfttvfL'iiaik  ilits  rrifcat  wuiatd  bp^n  \a  liavc 
liven  un  tbe  s^rid  June.  buE  ^hai  J.il?  ]<  nrn^inly  ad  error. 

^  Th«  sllb  June  I4gi>fn  n^tiic  dale  of  Sir  lluDlpLrcf  St3!flo£f£*&  liEfllL  in 
Itiftil.  ftiC  mertrm  aB  Henry  VL  No.  7. 
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Lord  Say  was  arrested  and  sent  to  the  Tower ;  but 
even  with  this  concession  tbe  king  did  not  d>Lre 
presume  upon  their  loydty.  He  withdrew  to 
Greenwicli,  and  the  whole  of  his  army  dispersed 
The  king  lumseif  returned  to  London  by  water,  and 
made  preparations  during  the  next  two  or  Chrue  days 
to  remove  to  Kijnilworth.  The  mayor  and  cominons 
of  the  city  went  to  him  to  beseech  him  to  Femaln, 
ofTcring  to  live  and  die  with  him,  and  pay  half  a 
year's  cost  of  his  household.  But  all  was  to  no 
purpose.  The  king  had  not  even  the  manliness  o-f 
Richard  11.  at  Smithtield,  and  he  took  his  departure 
to  Kenilworth.^ 

The  city,  thus  deserted  by  its  sovereign,  knew  not 
for  a  time  what  to  do.  A  party  within  the  Common 
Council  itse-lf  vuniurcd  to  open  negotiations  with 
the  insurgents,  and  Alderman  Cooke  passed  to  and 
fro  under  the  safe  conduct  of  the  Captain. '■'  To 
many  it  muy  have  seemed  doubtful  loyalty  to  sup- 
port the  government  of  I^rd  Say  and  his  friends 
against  an  oppressed  population.  On  the  rst  day  of 
July  "  the  insurgents  entered  Soulhwark.  On  the 
snd  a  Coinmofi  Council  was  call<:d  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  to  provide  means  for  resisting  their  entry  into 
the  city  ;  but  the  majority  voted  for  their  free  admis- 
ston,  and  Aldtrman  Robert  Home,  who  was  the 
leading  speaker  against  them,  was  committed  to 
prison  for  his  boldness.  That  same  afternoon  the 
The  lebdi  so-called  Mortimer  and  his  followers 
="'"■  i^nJ""-  passed  over  London  Bridge  into  the 
city.  The  Captain,  after  passing  the  drawbridge, 
hewed  the  ropes  asunder  with  his  sword.  His  first 
proceedings  were  marked  by  order  and  discipline. 
He  issued  proclamations  in  the  king's  name  against 
robbery  and  forced  requisitions,  but  he  rode  tliromgh 

1  W.  \Vorr.~Tim  F!/titutk  CtnSury  dranir/ti  (wiUei!  by  mc  foi  Ihe 
Canidca  Soc.),-67- — Cbronii^le  id  ms..  Colt.  VjtcIL  A_  jivi. 

*  Holinihtd,  N.  Oji. 

'  I  IcBuv  this  pa.r«  of  Uiq  utary  ns  iF  was  cirigimllf  wriUan,  IhougK  \vBn, 
loa,  tti«  chroiwlivr  i-ccm^  to  rtquirc  ruCLificaii'iiji,  tj-pcciailv  'root  •utkrcca 
BD«  publitbMl,  fur  which  tbc  i«aJci  miy  consult  Kiicbn  »  wDik,  p.  lay. 
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the  different  streets  as  if  to  place  the  capital  under 
military  government  j  and  when  tie  came  to  London 
Stone,  h€  struck  it  with  his  sword,  saying,  'Now  is 
Mortimer  lord  of  [his  city.'  Finally,  he  gave  instruc- 
tions to  the  Lord  Mayor  about  the  order  to  bv  kept 
within  his  jtirisdtction,  and  returned  for  the  night  to 
his  quarters  in  Soulhwark,  On  the  following  morn- 
ing, Friilay  the  jrd,  he  a^ain  entered  the  city,  when 
he  ca.used  Lord  Say  to  be  sent  for  from  the  Tower, 
That  no  rtisistance  was  made  to  this  denmnd  by 
Lord  Scales,  who  had  ihe  keeping  of  the  fortress, 
may  seem  strange.  But  there  was  a  reason  for  it 
which  most  of  the  chroniclers  tlo  not  (ell  «s.  'I'he 
.Icing  had  l>een  obliged  to  listen  to  the  grievances  of 
,his  ■■  Commons '  and  lo  withdraw  his  protection  from 
his  favourites.  He  had  granted  a  commission  *to 
certain  lords  and  Co  the  mayor  and  divers  justices, 
to  inquire  of  all  pLTioiis  that  were  traitors,  extor- 
tioners, or  oppressors  of  the  king's  people.''  I^rd 
Say  was  accordingly  formally  arraigned  at  a  regular 
sessions  at  Ihu  tiuildhaU.  But  when  the  unfortunate 
nobleman  claimed  the  constitutional  privilege  of 
being  tried  by  his  peers,  the  pretence  of  law  was 
Anally  kid  aside.  A  company  of  the  insurgents 
took  him  from  the  ofiicer£i  add  hurried  him  off  to 
the  Standard  in  Cheap,  where,  before  he  was  half 
shriven,  his  head  was  cut  off  and  stuck  upon  a  long 
pole.  A  son-iti-iaw  of  his  named  CrOwmer,  who  was 
then  very  unpopular  as  sheriff  of  Kent,  met  with  a 
Eimilar  fate.  He  was  beheaded  in  Cade's  presence 
at  Mile  End.  Barbarity  now  followed  violence.  The 
lifeless  heads  of  Say  and  Crowmer  were  carried 
through  the  streets,  and  made  lo  kiss  each  other. 
Al  the  same  time  one  Bailey  was  beheaded  at  White- 
chapel  on  a  charge  of  necromancy,  the  real  cause  of 
his  death  being,  as  it  was  reported,  that  he  was  an 
old  acquaintance  of  Cade's  who  might  have  revealed 
something  of  his  past  history. 

I  M».  Viiellv's  A.  "ti-  (ol  107,  tjuoied  hy  Knthn,  f-  ei> 
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It  m.iy  have  been  llie  citpi!i,;t,iti<in  of  incvilable 
exposure  that  indticod  Cnde  now  to  relax  diFciljline, 
and  set  an  cxamplt  of  spoliation  himself.  He 
entered  and  pilI.i^L-d  ihe  lii>use  of  Thilip  Malpas,  an 
alderman  known  as  a  friend  of  the  Court,  and  there- 
fore unpopular  in  the  city.  Next  day  he  dined  at  a 
house  in  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret  l'alten5,  and  then 
roUl>i!d  liis  host.  At  each  of  ibese  acts  of  robbery 
the  rffJiblc  were  sharers  of  the  spoil.  Uiit,  of  course, 
such  proct'tdiiigs  completely  alienatL-cl  all  who  had 
anylhinj;  to  lose,  and  the  mayor  and  aldemrien 
bt'gan  to  devise  measures  for  expelling  Cade  and 
his  fullowers  from  the  city.  Fur  this  cud  they 
nt-'godated  with  Lord  Scales  and  Matthew  Gough, 
who  had  then  the  keepfnf^  of  the  Tower. 

For  ihrL't  day?;  successively  Cade  had  entered  the 
city  with  bis  men,  and  rtrtired  in  the  evening  to 
Sotilliwark.  But  on  Sunday,  the  jth  of  Jtiiy,  he  for 
some  reason  remained  in  Southwark  all  day,  In  the 
evening  the  mayor  and  citi/ens,  with  a  force  undw 
Matthew  Gough,  came  and  occupied  London  Bridge 
to  prevent  the  Kentish  men  again  enlering  the  city. 
naiilt  -vn  Lon-  '''"b*  Captain  called  his  men  to  arms,  and 
dan  Bridet.  a.ttacked  the  citizens  with  such  itnpetu- 
osity,  that  he  drove  them  hack  from  the  Southwark 
end  of  the  bridge  to  the  drawbridge  in  the  centre. 
This  the  insurgents  set  on  fire,  after  inflicting  great 
losses  on  the  citizens,  many  of  ivhom  were  slain  nr 
drowned  in  defending  it.  Matthew  Cioiigh  himself 
was  among  those  who  jjerished.  Still,  iho  iighl  wiis 
obstinately  conleslcd,  Ibe  advantage  bciny  for  the 
moment  now  with  one  party  and  now  with  the  other. 
It  continued  all  throu;'h  the  night  till  nine  on  the 
following  morning  :  when  at  last  the  Kentish  men 
began  to  five  way,  and  a  truce  was  made  for  a 
certain  number  of  hours. 

A  favourable  oppotttmity  now  presented  itself  for 
mediation.  Although  the  king  had  retiri/d  to 
Kfitiilworth,  lit  ha.d  left  behind  him  in  Lf^ndon  some 
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leading  membLTS  of  his  council,  jLinong  whom,  were 
Cardinal  Kemp,  Archbishop  of  York,'  liven  Lord 
ClianccUor,  and  Waynflcte,  Bishop  of  Wincliesicr. 
The  former  had  taken  refuge  in  the  'rower,  under 
the  protfction  of  Lord  Scales  ;  and  he  called  to  him 
llie  ialicr,  who  \ay  concwled  at  Holywtll.''*  A  con- 
fercnci;  was  amntjied  belwetJii  ihum  and  the  insur- 
gents, and  both  the  Cardinal  and  Diahop  Wajnflete* 
with  somt;  others  crossed  the  rivu-r  and  met  with 
Cade  in  Sl  Margaret's  ('hurch  in  Southwa.rk,  In 
the  end  nialtL-rs  were  satisfactorily  arranged,  and  lim 
bishop  produced  Iwo  general  pardons  sent  Ly  thi; 
Chancellor,  the  first  for  the  Captain  himself,  and 
the  second  for  his  followers.  Tlie  ofler  was  em- 
braced with  eagerness.  The  men  were  by  this  titne 
di!igusl4:d  with  their  leader,  and  alarmed  al  the  result 
of  ihcir  own  acts.  By  thousands  they  accepted  the 
amnesty  and  began  to  return  liomewards.  But 
Cade,  who  knew  th:it  his  pardon  would  avail  him 
little  when  the  history  of  his  past  life  came  to  be 
invesiigated,  wisely  made  friends  to  himself  after  the 
fashioit  of  the  Unjust  Steward,,  lie  broke  open  the 
gaols  of  [he  Kui.i^'s  I3ench  and  Marshalsca,  and 
formed  a  new  company  out  of  the  liberated 
prisoner?.*  He  ihen  despatched  to  Rochester  a 
bar^c  laden  wilh  the  goods  he  had  taken  from 
Milpas  and  oihe:s  in  London,  and  prepared  to  go 

1  ln.ii-i-um.iflv  ratted  Atchbiilioji  if  Cintcrbiiry  hj-  Fabjin  snd  oihen. 
\lt:  ^  1  .irj  l»'p  C^nli^rljury  lUI  ■45X 

J   I-  ■,  ,'f.     Mull-  Wril  ^as  a  minernl  spKnj  W  llie  nortli  of 

T'^ii''  ,<-?ntefl  ^h:ft>rc  tlic  ReronnatTan,  wlkcn  11  tVAv&EttpprJ   up 

Ml-  '   I  <i  plui-e  of  tuirr'lilLOU-i  leMtl,     A  ccnlur^ideiwHrdi 

It  »  '.riF*v  Uy  a  Mr,  hadltir,  frvin  -wliiini  th«  lucjiiiiy  ib  noiDul 

Uil)..  .  .  Well.'. 

'  ?»-i(.*c  iliiijiii  ■^-:ihi,«  lit  li«  lEiri:}wn  0,1  H'lr*  tf^UiiiEllt  ihnt  \»tU  prclairt 
(roHcil  tlu  (iv4'ij  n\  '-.irli4:r  wiircrk  my  iIji^  Chanccllur  jl-hI  p^nliiii^  ucidcr 
lli«  Gr«Aj  Stat-  W'llliiTiTt  Wdfteiier,  m4>r4fiv«r.  rajbcc  ni  tnirr^liun  of  the 
(•rrliml.  tiul  -ujii  lliAt  Ilic  lli-hup  of  Wiiii^liuitr  aiiil  olbcii  of  llie  K.irp'i 
Ohunril  tiHiV<*  wiiH  (hr  Ci.tilBLn  of  X.tnr,  Hut  I'lc  *  Slji^ti  Kn^iiili 
Cb,ronitl«  in  lln^  ^'-tif  Fi/liflh  llrntvry  €!••  eniilti.  eJitcJ  In  hit  for 
■lie  ('Jiodfri  Smirty  in  iBiii  t|i.  (>3>.  ilars  enatiiy  ilir  f  tvprir,  ami  umii- 
Uiitf  ftll  n'crc^fii'e  1^>  ihE  \\\  s}iiT|i  of  WSnche^Tfr^  ^a'^^  :  '  fytw\  fLirtUrwiihr  wcTif 
tXiK  Ch.-iuriL,elri  t[j  \\v  CapLuyuc  aniJ  fc^wd  hun  ai]d  K^ve  hint  '^  i:]iaitiir 
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thither  himself  by  land.  He  and  his  new  following 
appear  to  have  been  still  in  Southwark  on  the  Sth 
of  July,  but  to  have  [mis-Bci  througli  Parlford  to 
Rochester  on  the  glh,  where  they  continued  still  in 
arms  against  the  king  on  the  loth  and  i  ilh.*  An 
actcnipt  [hey  mnd<j  upon  the  castle  of  Qucenborougb 
was  resisted  by  Sir  Roger  Chamberlain,  to  whom  a 
reward  was  given  in  the  following  year  in  aiknow' 
ledgrnenl  of  his  aeci'ices.^  Meanwhile  a  proclama- 
tion was  issued  ofFering  a  reward  of  a  thousand  marks 
for  Cade's  apprehension,  and  ten  marks  for  that  of 
any  of  liis  followers ;  '  for,'  &flys  a  contemporary 
chronicler,  ''it  was  openly  known  that  his  name  was 
not  Mortimer;  his  name  was  John  Cade;  and  there- 
fore his  charter  stood  in  no  strength.'  * 

The  feeble  remains  of  the  rebelli&n  were  already 
quarrelling  about  the  booty  Cade  had  conveyed  out 
of  London,  Their  Itader  now  took  horse  and 
escaped  in  disjruise  towards  the  woody  country 
about  Lewes.  He  was  pursued  by  Alexander  Men, 
a  gentleman  who  liad  jast  been  appointed  sheriff  of 
Kent  in  place  of  the  murdered  Crowmer.  Iden 
Cnprure nn.t  overtook  him  ill  a  garden  at  Hcathfield, 
deaiii  of  Cwic.  ^nd  made  him  prisoner,  not  withuul  i 
scufHc,  in  which  Cade  was  mortally  wounded,  so 
that  on  bein[:;  conveyed  to  London  he  died  on  the 
way.  Il  only  remained  to  use  his  carcase  as  a 
terror  to  evil-doers.  His  head  was  cut  off  and 
placed  upon  London  Bridge,  with  the  face  looking 
towards  Kent.  His  body  was  drawn  through  the 
streets  of  l^ndon,  then  quartered,  and  the  quarters 
sent  to  four  different  places  very  widely  apart,^ 
one  of  them  to  Blackheath,  one  to  Norwich,  one  lo 
Salisbury,  and  one  to  (jlouceaier,* 

If  the  dispersion  of  traitors'  limbs  for  exhibition  in 

■   Sa  Acl  1,/AHniii.lir,  15  ll«n.  VI,      i^iilla  ,•/ Pari.  -vi.  134. 
'^  JJcvan'i  AjHf  KptU,  471.     Dairies'  Etr/^iiiik  C/ttvm.  dj^ 

•  W.  Wuci;.     t'^bynn.    L>iviu'  Hasliih   Chreitklt  (CanulED  StK.),  <t. 
Ellin'  Lill-trr,  mil  >«.  i.  115. 
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many  places  could  have  effectually  repre&sed  dis- 
Uqralty,  the  whole  realm  ought  now  to  have  been  at 
test  'J'he  quarters  of  another  Kentish  rebul,  who, 
under  Uie  name  of  itlueUeard,  had  raised  disturb- 
ances in  the  preceding  February,  were  at  that 
momcm  undergoing  public  I'xhiijition  in  London, 
Norwich,  and  the  Cinque  Torts.  Those  of  two 
others  were  about  this  time  despalfhed  by  the 
shefilTs  of  London  lo  Chichester,  Rochester,  Ports- 
mouth, Colchester,  Stamford,  Coventry,  Newburj', 
and  Winchester.  The  heads  of  all  these  wretches 
were  set  upon  I^ndon  Bridge,  which  in  the  course 
of  this  miserable  year  hore  no  less  than  twenty-three 
such  horiid  ornaments.' 

But  with  all  this,  sedition  was  not  put  down,  even 
in  the  county  of  Keiitj  for  I  find  by  the  evidence  of 
authentic  records  that  a  new  rising  look  p„„t,« 
place  in  August  at  Kevershani,  under  one  iiiMuitancw. 
William  rarminlCr,  who,  undeterred  by  the  fate  of 
Cade,  gathered  about  him  400  men,  and  called  him- 
self the  iecond  Captajn^f  Ken).  This  affair  is  quite 
unnotic'e3"tiy~Kistorian&,  atlJ'all  I  know  of  it  is 
derived  from  a  pardon  to  one  of  those  engaj;cd  in 
it.*  But  even  1'armin.Ier  was  not  the  last  'Captain 
of  Kent'  that  made  his  appearance  this  yCar  ;  for 
the  very  same  title  was  immediately  aftL-rwards 
assumed  by  one  John  Smyth,  for  whose  capture  a 
rew&rd  of  ^£40  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  Dukc 
of  Somerset  on  llie  3rd  of  October."  And  the 
chroniclers,  though  they  do  not  mention  these  dis- 
turbances, tell  us  that  such  things  were  general  Over 
all  the  kingdom.  In  Wiltshire,  at  the  time  that 
Cade  was  at  Blackheath,  William  Ayscoujjh,  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  had  one  day  s^id  mass  at  Edington, 
when  lie  was  dragged  from  the  altar  by  a  hand  of 

I  Kiiu,  a.  u'^.  Vlii^ii  k.  >vi 

*  Sc<:  dccuEjiLnl  in  AirpariiiJLnloThi^  I  ntroduclioiu  Sor  A-lvfl  Dcv-on't /ukf 
FtUt,  |>  )-?.  It  Woiitil  ■itL-irl  Ai  iCthc  cfiliy  lliilre  dnlcdl  Jill  Auf;"'!  niltfli' 
u  b«re  liL-i:!!  jlli  .Scptcnilirr,  oi  fiumin  li:r  Jixiniat  HcmtubavclKCnltiiLcn 
e*tn  on  \\\t  Vm  Jay  iiif  All^u^e. 
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his  own  tenants  and  murdered  in  his  alb  and  stole 
at  the  top  of  a  neighbouring   hill.     He  was  Ihe 

si^cond  bishop  who  had  licen  niurdetcd  that  year 
by  the  populact^.  Another  insurreclion  in  ihe  same 
county  in  August  is  menlioned  in  a  letter  of  James 
Gresham's,  the  number  of  the  insurgents  being  re- 
ported at  nine  or  ten  thousand  men,*  Tht-se 
Instancies  nwy  suffice  as  evidence  of  the  widespread 
troubles  of  the  time. 

Of  the   dogree   of  private   suffering   and    mise^ 
InRicted  in  [nrltcular  cases   by   these   commotions 

sirjuiin         ^'C  have  a   lively  picture  in   Letter  99. 

FiiiDir.  At  tht;  time  wht-n  Cade  and  his  followers 

were  encamped  upon  IJlackheath,  Sir  John  Fastolf, 
s.  noted  warrior  of  the  time,  of  whom  we  shall  have 
much  to  say  hereafter,  was  re&iding  al  his  house  in 
Southwark.  He  was  a  man  who  had  not  succeeded 
in  standing  well  with  his  contemporaries,  and  the 
fact  may  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  sensi- 
tiveness of  a  naturally  irascible  character.  In  one 
engagement  with  the  French  ^  he  was  actually 
accused  of  cowardice,  a  charge  which  he  seems 
afterwards  satisfactorily  to  have  disproved.  For 
some  years,  however,  he  had  given  up  soldicnng 
and  returned  to  his  native  country,  where  he  served 
the  king  in  a  different  manner  as  a  member  of  hia 
Privy  Council,  ]lut  in  this  capacity  too  he  was  un- 
popular. His  advice  should  have  been  valu-ible  ai 
least  in  reference  to  the  affairs  of  France;  but  it 
docs  not  seem  to  have  been  taken.  The  warnings 
and  counsels  which  he  gave  with  reference  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  English  conquests  in  FraElce  he 
caused  his  secretary.  William  Worcester,  to  put  in 
writing  for  his  justification;  but  though  his  admoni- 
tions were  neglected  by  those  lo  whom  they  were 
addressed,  pO|>u]ar  rumour  held  him  partly  accounl- 
abte  for  the  loss  of  Normandy.  Of  this  opinion  some 
evidence  was  given  in  the  course  of  Cade's  i  iisurrcctioti, 
1  See  Na.  10&  •  Tiic  \iiil\t  DTPMBr, 
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a  memt>er  of  the  King's  Council  Faslolf 
thought  it  right  to  send  a  messenger  to  asciirlaJn 
what  were  the  dc^mands  of  ilie  insurgents.  He 
therefore  commatidL'd  one  John  Payn,  johnParnaB* 
who  was  ill  his  serviccj  to  tike  a  man  <ikicLcIi. 
with  Slim  and  two  of  the  best  horses  of  his  stable, 
and  ride  to  Blackheath,  W'hen  he  arrived  there, 
Cade  ordered  him  to  be  laJccii  prisoner.  To  save 
his  master's  horses  from  being  stolen,  Payn  gave 
Ihem  to  the  attundant,  who  gnllyped  away  with  [ht:ra 
as  fast  as  he  could,  while  he  himself  was  brauj;ht 
liefore  llie  Caiitain.  Cade  ihen  ai;l;ed  him  what  he 
had  come  for,  and  why  he  had  ciused  his  fdlow  to 
_run  away  with  the  horses.  He  answered  that  he 
eotre  to  join  some  brothers  of  his  wife,  and 

\tit  companions  who  were  among  the  insurgents. 
this  some  one  called  out  to  the  Captnin  that  he 
a  man  of  Sir  John   Faslolfs,  and  that  the  two 
horses  were  Sir  John's,    The  Captain  raised  a  cry  of 
-^-Treason!"    and  sent   him  through  the  camp  with 

lerald  of  the  Duke  of  Exetier  before  him,  in  the 

ike's  coatof-arms.  AC  four  quarters  of  the  field 
the  herald  proclaimed  wiih  an  Oirc  that  I'ayn  had 
been  sent  as  a  spy  upon  them  by  the  greatest 
traitor  in  England  or  France,  namely,  by  one  Sir 
John  FastoU,  who  had  diminished  all  the  garrisons 
of  Normandy,  Le  Mans,  and  Maine,  and  thereby 
caui^ed  the  loss  of  all  Ihe  king's  inheritance  beyond 
sea.  It  W.35  added  that  Sir  John  had  garrisoned  his 
place  with  the  old  soldiers  of  Normandy,  to  oppose 
the  Commons  when  ihey  came  to  Souihwarb  ;  and, 
as  thu  emissary  of  such  a  traiiar,  Payn  was  informed 
that  he  should  Eose  his  head. 

He  was  brought  to  the  Captain's  tent,  where  an  axe 
and  block  were  produced.  But  fortunately  he  had 
(riends  among  the  host;  and  Robert  Poynings, 
Cade's  swordbearer  and  carver,  who  afterwards 
married   John    Pastoii's    sister    EliRabeth,   declared 

jinly  that   there  should  die  a  hundred   or  two 
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others  if  Payn  were  put  to  d«ath.     He  was  Ihitrefore 

allowed  to  live  on  taking  an  oatli  that  he  would  go 
to  Southwark  and  arm  himself,  and  return  lo  join 
the  Commons.  He  accorditigly  carried  to  Fastolf  a 
stattrment  of  their  demands,  advising  him  at  the 
same  lime  to  put  away  his  old  soldbrs  and  withdraw 
himself  into  the  Tower.  The  old  warrior  felt  that 
the  advice  was  prudent ;  he  left  but  two  of  his 
servants  in  the  place,  and  but  for  Payn  the  insur- 
gents would  have  burned  it  to  the  ground.  The 
faithful  depc-ndant,  however,  had  to  pay  the  full 
penalty  of  his  master's  unpopularity.  He  seems  lo 
have  entertained  the  rioters  for  some  time  at  his  own 
cost.  Afterwards  the  Captain  took  from  him  some 
valuable  clothes  and  armour,  and  sent  men  to  ran- 
sack his  cliambcr  of  bonds,  money,  and  othei  stores. 
The  insurgents  also  robbed  his  house  in  Kent,  and 
threatened  to  hang  his  wife  and  children.  Finally, 
on  the  ni[;hc  of  the  battle  on  London  Bridge,  Cade 
thrust  him  into  the  thickest  of  the  combat,  where  he 
continued  six  hours  unable  to  extricate  himself,  and 
was  dangerously  wounded. 

To  have  passed  through  all  this  was  surely  a  severe 
enough  trial ;  yet  after  that  commotion  he  had  further 
trouble  to  endure.  He  was  impeached  by  the  Bishop 
of  Rochester,  and  thrown  into  the  Marshalsea  by 
command  of  the  queen.  He  was  also  threatened 
to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  in  order  that  he 
mifjht  accuse  his  master  Fastolf  of  treason  ;  but  in 
the  end  his  friends  succeeded  in  procuring  for  him 
a  charter  of  pardon.  To  earn  this,  however,  as  we 
find  from  the  document  ilself,  he  had  to  appear 
before  the  king  in  person,  during  a  progress  which 
he  made  in  Kent  the  year  after  the  rebellion,  and, 
amid  a  crowd  of  other  supplicants  whose  bodies 
were  stripped  naked  down  to  ihcir  legs,  humbly  in 
beg  for  mtrcy.* 

1  Sw  A[><iniaii  to  Introduction. 


The  Dukes  of  York  and  Somerset 

'Cade's  rebellion  was  attributed  by  the  Court  to  ] 
the  machinationti  of  the  IJuke  of  York.  The  dis-  ' 
tiirbances  that  had  prevailed  for  some  ThrDuVerf 
mufUhs  previously  seem  lo  have  been  Voit. 
partly  associated  with  his  natnc.  When  Adam  de 
Molcyns,  Hishop  of  Chichester,  was  murdered  in 
ihe  beginning  of  the  year,  the  malcontents  talked 
uf  inviting  York  over  from  Ireland  to  redress  the 
wrongs  of  the  people.  The  exclusion  of  York  and 
other  lords  of  royal  blood  from  the  kiny's  councils 
was  a!so  made  an  express  ground  of  complaint  by 
the  Kentish  insurgents.  The  repetition  of  his  name 
in  the  mouths  of  the  disaflecled  was  anything  but 
grateful  to  t;he  party  then  in  p>oH'er.  It  was  construed 
IS  being  in  itself  an  evidence  of  his  disloyally.  But 
the  popular  complaints  as  to  his  treatment  were  both 
just  and  reasonable,  for  ct  was  a  matter  that  eoii- 
ccmed  the  public  weal.  The  rank,  wealth,  and 
lineage  of  the  Uuke  of  York,  his;  connection  with  the 
blood-royal,  his  large  possessions,  5nd  finally  his  well- 
proved  abihty  both  as  a  general  and  an  adniims- 
irator— all  marked  Him  out  as  one  who  ought  to 
have  been  invjlcd  to  take  a  leading  part  in  the 
government  of  the  realm ;  but  a  faction  about  the 
king  had  taken  care  to  keep  liim  as  much  as  possible 
at  a  distance  from  the  Court  Moreover,  it  had 
maligned  and  aspersed  him  m  his  absence,  so  that 
It  would  have  been  positively  insecure  for  himself  to 
ilovf  the  charges  to  accumolate,  A  tinie  had  clearly 
Sme  when  it  was  no  longer  his  duty  to  obey  the 
iers  of  others.  His  enemies  were  becoming  more 
_  sd  more  unpopular  every  day,  and  the  only  hope 
of  improving  (he  administration  of  affairs  depended 
upon  his  taking  the  initiative. 
"   H«  accordingly  determined  lo  avail  himself  of  the 
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privilege  due  to  his  rank,  and  lay  his  requests  at 

the  foot  of  thL'  throne.  A  htlle  befort;  Michielmas 
c^..i«o™  he  came  over  from  Ireland,  colk'Cied 
from  iiEiarid.  4000  of  his  retainers  upon  the  Welsh 
Marches,  and  with  them  proceeded  to  L^ndoxi. 
His.  coming,  although  imsoliciied  by  tlie  king  and 
without  Ic-ivu  aslied,  was  nevertheless  not  aJtogelher 
unexpected.  Allempts  were  made  to  stop  his  land- 
ing at  Beaumaris,  and  bodies,  uf  men  lay  in  wait  for 
him  in  varinus  places  to  interrupt  his  progress.  For 
this,  however,  he  could  not  have  been  unprepared. 
He  knew  well  the  hatred  entertained  towards  him  at 
the  Court,  for  he  had  experienced  pretty  much  ihe 
same  thing  years  before  in  ytiing  to  Ireland,  as  now 
in  comiiii;  from  it.  Although  he  was  sent  (o  that 
couniry  in  the  king's  service,  and  as  the  king's 
lieutenant,  there  were  persons  comoiissionod  to 
apprehend  him  at  several  poinfi  in  hl^  journey 
ihilhcr;  and  iiuw  on  his  return  similar  e/TurU  were 
made  to  prevent  his  advance  to  Lonilon.  As  regaids 
liimself  they  were  altogether  fruilltiss  ;  but  it  is  not 
improbable  that  they  succeeded  in  deterring  many  of 
his  followers  from  joining  him.  William  Tresh.\m, 
the  Si-ieaker  of  the  last  Parliament,  having;  received  a 
summons  from  the  duke  to  meet  him,  was  waylaid 
and  murdered  in  Northimplonahire  by  a  body  of  the 
retainers  of  Lord  Grey  of  Kulhin.  For  two  months 
the  murderers  went  at  large.  The  sheriff  of  the 
county  durst  not  arrest  them,  and  it  was  only  on  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  that  a  special  act  was  [lassed 
for  their  punishment.^ 

York,  however,  pursued  his  way,  in  spite  of  all 
opposition,  to  the  toyal  presence,  and  great  was  the 
dismay  of  tiiose  tlien  about  the  king.  Accutding 
lo  an  act  passed  against  him  nine  years  later,  bis 
approach  was  not  unaccompanied  l)y  violence  Ue 
and  his  followers,  it  is  said,  came  in  w.irlike  array  lo 
WL'Slreiinster  I'alace,  and  '  beat  down  the  spears  and 

*  Kalfl  t/i'url.  t.  Ill  li 
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■walls'  in  the  king's  chamber.  If  so,  wc  should 
infer  that  his  access  to  ihc  king  was  opposed  even 
at  thii  last  itioTiiont.  But  lli«  opjiosiliun  was  in- 
cffeclual,  and  the  rcceptio-n  he  met  wjtli  from  Henry 
himstrlf  did  not  indicate  that  the  king  at  all  resented 
hiij  conduct. 

It  must  have  bteo  on  i;iy  fust  interview  with 
Henry  llut  lie  presented  a  pttilion  and  received  a. 
reply  from  him,  wliich  are  printed  in  Holinshed  as 
follows  ;— 


Kkkanf,  Duii  of  y^^rk :  Ais  Ultrr  to  King  tfinry' 

I*l<9Uc  it  your  Highfless  lo  cofl«ivs  ihit  since  mjr  dapariing 
oul  t)£  ihis  yiiwt  realm  l>y  your  eoniiuanifinent,  and  beint;  in 
yimi  s«ivtce  in  your  land  u(  lidiui'l,  1  have  licun  infciimcil  ihat 
divers  1aiigu.n|;c  haib  been  5n.i(l  uf  qii::  Io  yo\tt  moit  escciluDt 
aXxlc  ■liicli  stiuulii  wjULid  lo  ray  Liislieiiiour  and  fi;p:oacii  and 
chM{!i:  of  my  ix.-r^on  i  howbdt  ihiii  1  luivc  bcciih  .and  ek'ci  will 
be.  your  Uuc  licgcmiin  and  acrvanl,  nnd  if  ihi^re  be  any  man 
ihal  will  AT  d»rfi  lay  ih-e  gonimrj'  i?r  charge  mc  uilicrwisc,  I 
Uc»eech  your  ri^tilwiscAtss  lu  fall  iilili  Iwloci;  yuur  hi)i|lt  {ire- 
tencc,  and  I  will  d-eclirt  mc  for  my  dischirgs  as  a  Uue  kreighl 
ought  to  do.  And  il  1  do  not,  as  1  cliiubl  tint  but  1  slia.ll,  I 
hrtcech  you  lo  piini&h  ne  a  ihe  jxturvst  man  of  youl  land. 
And  if  lit  (ic  fuuiiiJ  iinimc  in  his  suKfcsiion  and  inffumaliim,  I 
btrsci'ch  yoii  nf  ymit  hit:lme^  that  be  be  punished  after  hia 
desert  in  UAanipk  ul  .ill  'Olht.T. 

■  W«isc  it  yitwt  Esrdlen-cy  X"  Itnow  thai  as  well  l-cforc  my 
dfpfliting  wH  of  Uiis  yriitf  re.ilw  for  lo  gs  into  yniit  lanil  of 
iTL-lnnd  in  y/mr  full  nohk-  wrvicc,  as  iincc.  c*rlain  |ii^r5v)iis  have 
bin  111  *iiii  [or  tn  ht-nrlcpii  iiipim  mc,  as  Sir  John  Tall'Oi.  Uniylil, 
a)  the  ciitle  lift  loll.  -Sir  Tliomas  Stanley,  knight,  in  Cht^liire, 
I'lilfuril  at  Llhcstur,  Elton  at  Woicif«ttr,  Drotikc  at  liLouccsIcr, 
and  Ricliaril,  grctom  of  your  chamlier,  al  Ifcauitiaris ;  which 
had  in  chnrgE,  n^  I  am  inforinei),  \<i  talic  mc,  anil  put  me  itilo 
your  «>ilc  ii-f  Conway,  anJ  to  sirikt  oR  the  hcail  rif  Sir 

William  OldhnU,  Itnijjhl,  and  to  have  put  in  priwn  Sir  WiUinm 
IVvMcuK,  knight,  and  Sir  Eilniund  MnU'i  (Midso),  Itnight, 
with.>iilcn  enlarging  nniil  the  lime  that  your  Highness  bad 
Bjiwinttd  llu'ii  delivpiTiTicp. 

Item,  at  siicli  lime  as  1  wis  purposed  for  to  liaTC  atriveil  at 

^  TlsE  wIuj!^  uf  lbl»  corTi7«]>DrHlf  i>tc  i^  «ttriljuled  ay  W  glin^tiBj  aJmI  SId^     f 
cari  to  inc  cicitlir  to  lieinns  lo  Ilii:  year  ujo.    " 


ID  Ihc  vcat  >«!>:  Iiut  il  iii>pcdri 

whift  thi  Jluk*  l.ad  iu.i  rduiist. 

Ijt'.  ttiuiicb  inumal  t>idtncc  sIbqc  wiLI,  I  Ibink.uni^fy  Ibc  cue 
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yovi  haven  of  B«a,amaris,  Foi  to  have  come  lo  jrQui  n^ble  prc- 

&eace  lu  declare  m?  ;oUJr  true  maft  add  £Ul>jrCI.  as  uiy  duty  U, 
my  Inndirg  was  Btopfied  and  forel>*rr«l  by  Henty  Norru, 
Thiimas  Ncirrii,  William  Biickl'Cj',  William  Gnist,  iindi  Bar- 
Iholuinew  Bould.  your  ofFiccrs  in  N oil h 'Wales,  ihnl  I  should 
nu  land  [here,  nor  hnve  victuals  noi  rcficshing  (or  me  and  vxy 
fellowship,  as  I  have  writren  !□  your  K\cellcncy  here  before  i 
Ei>  far  fgrthi  thait  Henry  Norrifi  deputy  lu  ihe  chambcilain  of 
N<>ilh  Wales,  said  unlff  me  thnt  he  hod  ir  copiinanftnienl  ihot  I 
(hnuld  in  06  wisc  have  Fiiiding,  tflrtstiing,  nci  IiKlging,  for 
m«n  nor  borsE,  nar  □Ihtr  thing  tha[  might  lurn  lo  my  worship 
or  ea<;«  ;  putting  the  blnnii'  upon  Sir  William  Say,  usher  of  your 
cboinhcr,  ui}-ini>  iind  ut^rndng  ihat  [  am  against  your  iiilcnt 
and  [licld]  a.s  .1  traitor.  lu  I  nm  iitformtd.  And,  moreover, 
certain  kitcrs  were  made  and  delivered  unto  Chester,  Shrews- 
bury, and  In  other  placets,  for  10  lei  mine  eniry  inlo  (he  ssme- 
Item,  above  all  WfongS  and  injuries   bTjcivi;  said,  done  BTllO 

me  o!  mali««  without  any  cause,  I  t>eing  in  y^juft  land  of  Irelatid 
in  your  honournble  service,  certain  commissions  were  mode  arid 
iliTCCtu'd  ufitn  divers  [icr^ions.  which  for  the  eteeulifjn  of  Obc 
samesnt  in  certain  places,  and  tliejurieu  jmii.inclled  and  charged. 
Unto  the  which  juries  certain  persons  lalinurerf  inslamly  to  hive 
me  indicted  of  iTeoson,  lo  the  intent  for  to  hale  undorie  mc  and 
mine  iit^uc,  and  coirupied  my  hlooi,  as  it  is  openly  published. 

Beseeching  your  Mnjcsty  royal  of  your  righ Iconsriiess  lo  drj 
eiaminc  tltesc  mailers,  and  Ihcreupnn  lb  do  micIi  jusli-cc  in  ihii 
hehairai:  the  cause  rer|iiir(?th  ;  for  mine  Inlent  is  fully  to  pursue 
tu  yuur  Highness  for  the  conclusion  of  Ihese  mnlleis. 

Tie  ANftner  pf  King  fft-my  ie  ike  Duie  of  Yofk 

Coiistn,  we  have  seen  the  bill  thai  yc  look  ns  laic,  and  also 
understand  the  gcxxj  humble  obedience  that  yc  in  yourself  show 
VhlO  us,  a&  vel)  in  worrl   a%  jn   deed  ;  wherefore  our  inlenl   is 

the  niore  Ihaatily  tn  ease  yoii  (A  sucli  things  as  were  in  your  uid 
hill,  Hi^wbeit  that  al  our -more  leisure  we  mi^ht  answer  yrm 
lo  your  said  bill,  jel  we  let  you  wit  that,  for  the  causes  olore- 
said,  we  vill  declare  yuu  now  aur  inicnt  in  these  mailers.  Sith 
it  is  that  a  long  time  among  the  people  hnlh  ticcn  upon  you 
nuiiiy  siranj^e  lanpiii!;e,  and  in  especial  anon  after  your  (qu. 
Ihcir?]'  disordinatc  and  unLiwful  slaying  of  (lie  bishop  of 
Chichesler,'  divers  and  many  of  the  untiui:  stiipmen  and  other 
^id,  in  their  maoner,  words  against  our  «state,  makirg  menace 


>  I  haeeiMdauhl  ihlsii  aniircadiniEorihc  oonltacled  rorm  'y'  whieli 
wan  jaiended  for  'ih-elr.'  To  actiUB  YotIi  oT  the  inunJcrof  (h*  Bisl>?>i'  << 
Cliiclieier.  and  npfsuctiily  M  0  ptini:i[nl.  not  an  actrsiory  in  iHiai  murder, 
^llcn  hv  ^^ns.  ^1  k\\k  time  in  It^Ibdc!,  waiilr!  bnVE  been  absurd-  ticHda, 
th>  \tnot  of  The  whole  of  itiin  reply  it  10  ciculpatc  Ydrii  t&  ill  thaiEcv, 

'  Mi»prinl=il '  Chtitcr'  in  HDlioihtd. 
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to  QW  own  pcison  bjr  your  Myings,  that  yc  should  be  fetched 
with  many  Ihousands,  and  ye  should  lalte  upoti  you  [hal  Ahii^li 
ye  tuichei  ought,  nor,  as  wc  iliiubi  not,  ye  will  not  aiiijni|it ;  sa 
lai  fbrlli  tha[  il  whs  said  to  our  peisnn  !»y  div«rs,  iiul  c^pi^nially, 
we  remcmljcr,  of  cine  VVaini's  which  liai]  lilie  words  unio  Ui. 
And  also  there  wtic  divers  uf  suih  false  jjcmIc  thai  went  oa 
and  hnd  like  langungtr  in  divers  of  our  loiins  ufour  land,  which 
by  our  itutij'CCts  were  lakcn  and  duly  executed.  'Wherefore  we 
sent  lo  divers  «[  yiit  cmiilB  and  pUccj  w  hearken  npd  lo-  inks 

heed  if  ajiy  $uch  manner  comifig  wCfc,  And  U  ihcit  had  bcun, 
fiif  ta  tesijl  it  ;  but  comiing  inlo  our  land  our  tnie  sulijecl  .is  ye 
did,  our  ini«iit  was  nul  iliat  ya,  not  less  of  vsiaie  of  our  6iiliji.-cis, 
DOS  none  of  youi  servants  should  nul  hive  been  letted  nnr 
wwmcd.hulin  gnoiily  wiscceceived  ;  ho'wIjciJ  Ihai  jicratlvenlure 
jrour  sudden  coming,  wilhuul  cerinin  warning,  caused  our 
serruils  la  do  as  ihey  did,  conaidirriiig  the  cau.si:^  aliovctiBid, 
And  a*  I"?  the  imlirtaicnt  xhut,  y«  sp^lie  of,  we  think  vtnly  an  J 
hold  for  eeriaiif,  ihai  there  was  notic  ssich.  And  if  ye  tnnj* 
truly  prove  thai  any  persfln  wns  Iherealx'Uls,  the  mntter  shnJl 
lie  (iemeaned  as  ihc  ease  shall  Hiiuirc,  sn  that  he  shall  know  it 
is  !□  OUT  t^rE^I  displea^iirE.  Upun  Ihi.t,  for  llie  easing  of  yuiir 
heart  in  st]  such  malters,  we  declare,  reptile  and  ndtnil  yuu  as 
OUT  true  and  laithfal  suhjccC,  and  as  our  fsithful  cousin. 

So  far,  York  had  gained  his  olj|GCt.  The  cltarges 
against  htm  were  lepiidinted  by  the  highest  authority 
in  the  kcngdoin.  But  it  was  impossible  that  the 
matter  could  rest  there.  His  own  intocesls  and 
those  of  the  public  alike  coinpelled  him  to  demand 
a  full  inquiry  into  the  machinations  of  his  adversaries, 
and  whtrn  admitted  to  frter  intetcotirse  with  Henry 
he  vfas  able  to  supiKiTt  thi,s  request  by  moat  Incoti- 
venicnl  ar;^umenls.  Town  and  country  now  listened 
with  eagerness  for  news  of  a  long  looked-for  crisis, 
wbilct  ^  it  seetiied.  the  old  regime  was  being  quietly 
laiti  aside  at  Westminster.  'Sir,  and  it  Acimnctnf 
please,'  writes  one  newsmonger,  WsUiara  auKnimtm. 
Wayte,  the  clerk  of  Justice  Vclvcrton,  'Sir,  and  it 
please,  I  was  in  my  lord  of  York's  house,  and  I 
heard  much  thing  more  than  my  master  writeth  unto 
you  of.  I  heard  much  thing  in  Fleet  Street.  IJut, 
sir,  my  lord  wa-s  with  the  king,  and  he  visaged  so  the 
matter  that  all  tire  king's  household  was  and  is 
aD'ciid  right  sore.     And  my  said  lord  hath  put  a  bill 
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to  ihc  king  and  desired  much  thing  which  is  mucli 
after  the  Commons'  desire;  and  all  is  upon  justice, 
and  tg  put  all  lliose  that  be  itidicit;d  under  ancsl 
without  surety  or  mainprise,  Euid  to  be  tried  by  law 
as  law  will;  insomuch  ihal  on  Monday  Sir  William 
OSdhall  was  with  the  king  at  Westminster  more  than 
two  hours,  and  had  of  the  king  good  cheer.'  ^ 

Sir  William  Oldhall,  a  friend  and  companion-in- 
arms of  the  Duke  of  York  in  France,  had  been 
summoned  to  the  king's  councils  more  than  once 
before.-  But  the  last  occasion  was  eleven  years 
before  this,  at  a  time  wben  it  was  doiibtlciss  feU  Xv  be 
necessary  to  obtain  the  sanction  beforehand  of  all 
parties  in  the  Stale  to  the  proposed  negotiations  for 
peace  at  Calais.  From  that  day  til]  now  we  do  not 
hear  of  him,  and  we  may  presume  that  he  was  not 
invited  to  Court.  By  the  Duke  of  York's  letter  just 
quoted,  it  would  seem  that  courtiers  hod  planned  to 
have  him  beheaded.  But  now  the  old  esclusiveness 
was  defeated.  Men  whose  patriotism  and  general- 
ship, it  was  believed,  wquld  have  averted  the  loss  oF 
France,  were  at  length  allowed  free  access  to  their 
sovereign;  while  men  who  were  believed  to  have 
culpably  misdirected  the  king,  and  by  thei(  favoimlism 
and  partiality  to  have  per^'erled  the  course  of  justice 
throughout  the  kingdom,  stood  in  fear  of  a  strict 
inquiry  being  made  into  th^eir  mis<lfeds.  For  sticb 
was  the  sole  purport  of  the  '  bill '  or  pctitinti  presented 
by  the  Duke  of  York  as  mentioned  by  Williann  Wayte, 
the  enact  text  of  which  will  be  si:en  in  No.  114. 
The  king's  answer  to  this  is  preserved  in  Holinshed 
as  follows : — 

73<  Anjwer  f/ A'in^'  Nciiry  la  tht  Dukt  of  Ygrk 

Cousin,  as  Imicliing  ynur  bill  Inst  |)ut  up  lo  ub,  we  undc^rslavd 
well  llial  ye,  of  ^uriil  htmrl,  cuuiiicl  :i[id  ^.tlvcilise  u&  lo  the 
scltinE  up  of  justice  ntiil  to  llie  speedy  puniihing  of  sonic 
penons  imdici'Oil  or  noiW,  olTcri.TiE'  your  service  to  be  ready  at 

1  S«[  No.  U3. 

1  Nicalu'i  Prttttdmei  of  tli4  Privy  CnmcS,  it.  311,  i,  loS. 
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-cosinnuidinenl  in  the  suae',  til})  it  is,  that  fnr  many  uusct 
moving  ti»  to  have  dcuxmincd  in  ou(  soul  to  ^labltjih  >i  tjid  and 
sut'^U»*i»l  Cauncil,  giring  ihern  mote  ampli;  sulhorily  and 
pewtt  ihan  evet  -we  did  hcfnce  IhU,  in  Ihe  which  wc  have 
ippoinlfil  you  fo  be  one.  But  sith  il  is  rot  fl.;cu5i ofncd,  sorie, 
noT  etpedieot,  10  lake  a:  conclusion  and  coed uvt  b^  advice  cr 
counsel  of  one  [icihon  by  himself,  for  the  conseivation  (?)  il  is 
oIbcivciI  Ihal  the  Btenltat  iind  iJie  bcsl,  ihe  lich  and  the  puor, 
in  libctty>  virtue  and  effect  oflhcir' voice*  be  equal  ;  wc  have 
ihercfijre  determined  within  ourself  to  send  foi  our  Chanccllai 
of  England  Hiid  for  other  Lurds  of  oui  Council,  je»  and  all 
6ihw,  together  within  shorl  time,  ii[»ely  l*  wipnton  ol  these 
ind  ulher  itw  grc^tiuatt^rs,  Itiihi:  which  eominiintedlionsucli 
cOBClUisions,  by  ihe  grace  of  God,  shall  be  taken,  a*  ihilt  sound 

II  Ilis  pleasure,  the  wral  of  tis  asA  out  land,  as  well  in  these 
Btten  3s  in  any  other. 
TKe  lime  was  favourable  to  men  like  John  Pastorit 
po  Iiad  Seen  wronged  by  a  powerful  neighbour  Mich 
\  Lord  Molynes,  and  had  been  hitherto  iioiiiitiin 
eiiied  redress.  There  sei;nied  also  a  -Vorfoit. 
ope  of  destroyiTig,  once  for  all,  the  influence  of 
Tuddenham  and  Heydon  in  ihe  county  of  Norfolk. 
It  was  proposed  that  on  the  Diike  of  York  visiting 
Norfolk,  which  he  intended  lo  do,  the  mayor  and 
ddermfiti  of  Norwich  should  ride  to  meet  him,  altd 
that  complaints  should  be  jireferred  against  the  party 
of  Tuddenham  and  Heydon  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
city.  'And  let  that  be  done,"  adds  WrHJam  Waytc, 
'in  the  most  lamentable  wise;  for,  Sir,  but  if  ifr,^. 
unless)  rtiy  Lord  hear  some  foul  tales  of  them,  and 
some  hideous  noise  a»d  cry,  by  my  faith  they  are 
else  like  lo  come  to  grace,'  Owing  to  the  influence 
of  the  Dulceof  York,  anew  Parliament  was  summoned 
to  meet  in  November,  and  John  Paston  was  urged 
by  some  friends  lo  get  himself  returned  as  a  member. 
But  it  was  still  more  strongly  recommended  that  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  should  meet  the  duke,  apparently 
with  the  view  of  arranging  the  list  of  candiiiates — a 
responsibility  which  the  earl,  for  his  part,  seems  to 
have  declined.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  met  with  the 
Juke  of  York  at  Bury  Su  Edmunds,  and  these  two 
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dukes  settled  that  matter  between  them.  The  Earl 
of  Oxford  modestly  contenled  himself  with  reporting 
their  decision,  and  advising  that  their  wishes  should 
be  carried  into  i^ffect.' 

The  Parliament  met  un  the  6th  November,  and 
,Sir  William  Otdhall  was  chosen  Speaker,  About  the 
same  time  a  commission  of  Oyer  and  7Vrm»«r^which 
had  been  issued  as  early  as  the  first  of  August,^  began 
its  labours  at  Norwich,  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  stayed 
away  from  J'arliament  to  attend  it,  Mr.  Justice 
Velverton  was  sent  down  from  Westminster  to  sit  on 
that  tribunal  along  with  him.  There  seemed  hope 
at  last  of  redress  being  had  for  the  wrongs  and 
violence  that  had  prevailed  in  the  county  of  Norfoili ; 
but  Che  course  of  justice  was  not  yet  jji  easy  one. 
Great  pressure  had  been  put  upon  the  king,  even  at  the 
last  moment,  that  Yelverlon  should  be  countermanded, 
and  Lord  Molynes.  had  spoken  of  his  own  dispute 
with  Paston  in  the  king's  presence  in  a  manner  timt 
made  ihe  friends  of  the  latter  wish  he  had  been  then 
at  Wfislminsitr  to  see  after  his  own  interests.  The 
Lords  of  the  Council,  however,  determined  that 
Velverton  should  keep  his  day  for  going  into  Norfolk. 
When  he  arrived  there,  he  had  occasion  to  report 
that  tiierfi  were  many  persons  ill  disposed  towards 
Tuddenham  and  Heydon,  but  that  it  was  most 
important  they  should  be  encouraged  by  a  good 
sheriif  and  under-sherifl'  being  appointed,  else  there 
would  be  a  total  miscarriage  of  justice.  For  the 
annual  election  of  sherifls  had  been  delayed  this  year, 
apparently  owiing  to  the  state  of  parties.  Until  tbc 
tiuke  of  York  arrived  in  London  for  the  Parliamem, 
his  friends  would  not  aJlow  them  to  b«  nominated  ; 

1  Vcv.  113,  llfii  US,  and  ISO.  Tht  iiillu^nci:  of  a  iMWurful  iicblinuiR  vd 
the  elections  wa^fvjtlerrly  quitu  .~i  an-AIIer  of  couivr:,  Whar  lli^e  Va^k  nuulc 
^  It,  ur  even  aKcmptcd  la  iiihLc  r,t  II,  iianni^E  so  co-skTy  \iK  dctrnnilicij-  ^ 
Ihe  two  tanJidates  proposed  by  hini  Tor  ibc  couBly  o(  Norfolk,  unlf-  om 
iv<aA  telume^,  ihe  nazne  of  ^ir  Milca  ^lapleEou  l/ftkn^  tuli^tilulcd  fai  (n4l  tA 
Sir  WillUm  Ctumberlnin  (wir  p.  i6i,  note),     li  uppfcir*  fram  iwo  0/  Ihr 

ind  their  fmnrii,  and  ili*i  he  *■'  iirijed  lovrwt  on  the  UuLcof  Toil  oB 

llis  coiEiin;;  ta  Nomnch. 
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and  this  must  have  occasioned  considerable  suspense. 
It  appears,  indeed,  that  Lelters  1^4  and  135,  written 
on  the  jgib  Pectmber,  ab&ut  the  holding  of  a  sessioQs 
by  Yelverton  and  a  sheriff  of  Norfolk,  and  some 
riotous  proceedings  on  Childermas  day,  do  not  really 
belong  to  the  year  in  which  they  ha-v^  been  pl&ced.* 
But  there  can  be  ao  doubi  that  at  this  date  also 
things  were  very  unseltlKd,- 

Tbe  truth  is,  the  Duke  of  York  had  not  yet 
succeeded  in  establishijig  tlie  government  upon 
anything  like  a  firm  or  satisfactory  basis.  In  times 
Kite  our  own  there  is  little  difficulty  in  determining 
the  responsibility  of  ministers;  but  in  the  rough 
judgment  of  the  'Coreimons'  of  those  day^i  an  error 
in  policy  was  nothing  short  of  treason,  WhoiiveT 
took  upon  hini  lo  guide  the  king's  counsels  knew 
very  well  the  danger  of  the  task;  and  York  (if  I 
understand  his  character  aright)  was  anxious,  until  he 
was  driven  desperate,  never  to  assume  more  authority 
than  he  was  distinctly  warranted  in  doing.  He  could 
not  but  remember  that  his  father  had  suffered  death 
for  conspiring  to  depose  Henry  v,,  and  that  his  own 
high  birth  and  descent  from  Edward  nt.  caused  his 
acta  to  be  all  the  more  jealously  watched  by  those 
who  sought  to  estrange  him  fiom  his  sovereign.  He 
therefore  made  It  by  no  m</ans  his  aim  to  estabUsh 
for  himself  a  marked  ascendency.  He  rather  sought 
10  s.how  his  moderation.  I  find,  indeed,  that  at  this 
particular  period  he  not  only  removed  two  members 
of  the  Council,  Lord  Dudley  and  the  Abbot  of  St 
Peter's  at  Gloucester,  but  sent  thtm  prisoners  to  his 
(wrn  castle  of  Ludlow.^  This,  however,  he  could 
.hardly  have  done  without  permission  from  the  king, 
*Bs  it  was  the  express  object  of  his  petition  above 
referred  to,  that  persons  accused  of  misconducting 
themselves  in  high  places  should  be  committed  for 
trial;  and  judging  from  the  terms  of  the  king's 
answer,  I  should  say  that  it  must  have  been  done 
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by  the  authority  of  the  new  Council,  which  Heniry 
therein  def^lared  it  to  be  his  intention  to  constitute. 

Thia  new  Council  was  probably  what  we  should 
TbeUukeof  ^^l'  '"  these  days  a  coalilion  ministry. 
samcnei.  York's  great  rival,  the  Puke  of  Somerset, 
bad  come  over  from  Normandy  a  little  before  V'ork 
himself  came  over  from  Ireland.  On  tbe  irth  of 
September,  while  Cardinal  Kemp,  who  was  then 
Lord  Chancellor,  was  sitting  at  Rochester  on  a 
commission  of  Oyer  and  Ttrmitur  to  try  the  Kentish 
reibels,'  ht  affijied  tbe  Great  Seal  to  a  palent  apijoint- 
ing  Somerset  Constable  of  England."  In  that 
capacity,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  duke  arrested 
one  of  the  new  Kentish  leaders  that  siarled  up  after 
Cade's  rebellion  had  been  quelled.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  he  stood  high  in  the  king's  confidence, 
and  that  he  was  particulariy  acceptable  to  Queen 
Margaret.  He  wasi  nevertheless,  one  of  the  most 
unpopular  men  in  England,  ox\  account  of  his 
surrender  of  Caen  and  total  loss  of  Normandy  in 
the  preceding  year  ;  and  as  the  Parliament  was  now 
called,  among  other  reasons,  expressly  to  pn)\ide  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  speedy  succours 
being  sent  to  preserve  the  king's  other  dominions  in 
France,*  it  was  impossible  that  his  conduct  should 
not  be  inquired  into.  The  short  sitting  of  Parliament 
before  Christmas  was  greatly  occupied  by  controversy 
between  York  and  Somerset.^  On  the  isl  of  Decem- 
ber the  latter  was  placed  under  arrest.  His  lodgings 
at  the  Black  Friars  were  broken  into  and  pills^cd  by 
the  populace,  and  he  himself  was  nearly  killed,  but 
was  rescued  from  their  violence  by  a  barge  of  his 
brother-in-law  the  Earl  of  Devon.  Next  day  the 
Dukes  of  York  and  Norfolk  caused  proclamation  to 
b-e  made  through  the  city  that  no  roan  should  comniit 
robbery  on  pain  of  death,  and  a  man  was  actually 
bflheaded  in  Cheap  for  disobeying  this  order.     As  a 
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further  demonstration  against  lawlessness,  the  king 
and  his  lords,  on  Thursday  the  3rd  December,  rode 
through  the  city  in  armour,  either  side  of  the  way 
being  kept  by  a  line  of  armed  citizens  throughout 
the  route  of  the  procession.  It  was  the  most  brilliant 
display  nf  the  kind  the  Londoners  of  that  day  had 
ever  seen,' 

The  Dukt;  of  Somerset  did  not  long  remain  in 
prison.  Verj'  soon  after  Christmas  the  king  made 
him  captain  of  Calais,  and  gave  him  tht  entite 
control  of  the  royal  household,"  The  Court  was 
evidently  bent  on  the  restoration  of  the  old  order 
of  things,  so  far  as  it  dared  to  do  so.  The  chief 
obstacle  Co  this  undoubtedly  was  the  Parliamenti 
which  was,  on  the  whole,  so  favourable  to  the  Duke 
Ct  York,  that  one  member,  Young  of  Bristol,  had 
even  ventured  to  move  that  he  should  be  declared 
heir  to  the  crown.^  Parliament,  however,  could  be 
prorogued  ;  and,  as  Young  found  shortly  afterwards, 
its  members  could  be  committed  to  the  Tower.  The 
speech  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  the  meeting  of 
Pailiamenl  had  declared  that  it  was  summoned  for 
three  important  causes :  first,  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  especially  the  safeguard 
of  the  sea ;  secondly,  for  the  speedy  relief  of  the 
king's  subjects  in  the  south  of  France,  and  aid 
gainst  the  French;  thirdly,  for  pacifying  the  king's 
subjects  at  home,  and  punishing  the  disturbances 
which  had  lately  been  so  frequent.  But  practically 
aoihing  was  done  about  any  of  these  matters  before 
Christmas,  An  act  was  passed  for  the  more  speedy 
levying  of  a  subsidy  granted  in  the  last  Parliament, 
and  also  an  act  of  attainder  against  the  murderers  of 
William  Tresham,  The  Lord  Chancellor  then,  in 
the  king's  name  and  in  his  presence,  prorogued  the 
Parliament  till  the  aoth  of  Januarj',  declaring  that 

^  M».  Coil.  VitEll,  A.  avi.  SiO'ir  in  hit  ChrmicU  (latcs  ihi^  praccwion 
■  <tay  lAur.  1  W.  Ware. 

'  VM*  Chtrtich  ef  Latdm  (p.  137} 'ay t  itiai  ■«!)  the  Co  mmotn  *  aarwd 
lafliUprvpoftfion,  4n.d  5(6i>f  out  fvr  tQDic  time  BgniD^t  tht  Lord^  DU  tlie 
•nbjcci. 
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the  ma.tters  touching  the  defence  of  the  kingdom 

were  too  great  and  difficult  to  be  adequately  discussed 
at  that  time.  The  same  excuse,  however,  was  again 
used  for  further  prorogations  until  the  5lh  of  Ma^:; 
and  meanwhile  fears  began  to  be  entertained  in  the 
country  that  all  iliat  had  been  done  hitherto  for  a 
more  impartial  administration  of  justice  was  about 
to  be  upset.  Al  a  county  courl  held  ai  Norwich 
on  Childermas  day  (the  28th  December),  a  regular 
uproar  took  place  in  consequence  of  a  rumoui  that 
the  under-sheriff  had  a  writ  to  make  a  new  election. 
It  was  aUo  looked  upon  as  a  had  sign  by  those  who 
knew  the  circumstances,  that  John  Paston,  who  had 
hastened  up  to  Londosi  on  hearing  that  Lord  Moly- 
nes  had  spoken  of  him  before  the  king  in  Coitncil, 
found  himself  unable  to  return  to  Norwich  before 
Christmas.' 

All  these  matters  seemed  to  show  that  tlie  good 
beginning  already  made  was  not  likely  to  be  main- 
tuned.     Yet   a  good   beginning  certainly  had  been 
-,    ..    effected.    Notwithstandinc  the  delay  thai 

A  atw  Sheriff.     ,       ,  j      ■  i  -  ,         r 

had    occurred     111    the    appointment   of 

sheriffs,  the  first  appearance  of  John  Jermyn,  the 
new  sheriflT,  in  Norfolk,  had  been  in  every  way 
encour^ing.  He  had  come,  indeed,  rather  uoex- 
pecledly  at  the  last :  but  on  holding  sessions  along 
with  Vclverton,  both  he  and  Velverton  distinctly 
intimated  a  message  from  the  king,  which  must 
have  been  delivered  to  ihem  both  by  Henry  himself. 
The  king,  they  said,  had  been  },'r>eally  displeased  to 
hear  of  a  'riotous  fellowship'  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  which  was  maintained  al  the  instigation  of 
otie  or  two  evil-disposed  persons.  The  king  had 
expressly  mentioned  Sir  Thomas  Tuddenham  and 
Heydon.  He  desired  a.  full  investigation  of  the 
complaints  against  those  who  had  hitherto  borne  the 
rule  in  the  county,  and  the  sheriff  urged  every  one 
who  had  a  grievance  not  to  be  afraid  to  make  it 
known.^ 
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Such  was  the  language  held  by  the  king's  own 
officers,  spe-iliing  in  his  name,  in  December  1450, 
fiul  UJlfortunately  during  the  whole  course  of  the 
succeeditig  year  the  anticipations  which  such  language 
was  calculated  to  encourage  were  continually  dis- 
appointed. Even  at  the  very  opening  of 
the  year  we  hear  complaints  that  the  new  "'"'  ''*'' 
sheriff,  Jermyn,  had  not  shown  himself  so  impartial  X 
as  hv  had  promised  to  be.  but  was  endeavouring  to 
sup[Jress  complaints  against  certain  persons  at  the 
coming  sessions  at  Lynn.  From  London,  loo,  men  y 
wrote  in  a  manner  that  was  anything  bul  encouraging, 
The  government  was  getting  paralysed  alike  hy  debt 
and  by  indecision.  'As  foT  tidings  litre,"  writes  John 
Bocking,  'I  certify  you  all  is  nought,  or  will  be 
nought.  The  king  borroweth  his  expenses  for 
Christmas.  The  King  of  Arragon,  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  the  Duke  of  Austria,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
would  be  assistant  lo  us  to  msike  a  cont^ucst,  aiid 
nothing  is.  answered  nor  agreed  in  manner  save  abid- 
ing the  great  dciiberalion  that  at  the  last  shall  spill 
all  together/  Chief-Justice  Fortescue  had  been  for 
a  week  expecting  every  night  to  be  assaulted.' 
The  only  symptom  of  vigour  at  headquarters  w.iis  the 
despatch  of  a  commission  of  O^rr  and  Tertniner^ 
into  Kent,  for  tlieTrial  or  those  who  nad  raised  dis- 
turbancfcs  during  the  preceding  summer.  As  for  the 
count)-  of  Norfolk,  the  only  hope  lay  in  a  strong 
clamour  being  raised  against  oppressors.  Sir  John 
Fftsiolf  showed  himself  anxious  about  the  prosecu- 
tion of  certain  indictments  against  Heydon,  and  his 
serrant  Bocking  urged  that  strong  representa,tions 
should  he  rnadc  to  Lord  Scales  against  showing  any 
favoui  to  thai  unpopular  lawyer.^ 

By  and   by  it  was  seen  what  good  reason  the 
friends  of  justice   had  for  their  apprehensions.     It 

'  In  pt^vimt  itsuet  of  (hit  IntFYtduciion  ii  i£  Add'td  :  'prohably  for  Oo 
other  rc&ton  than  hitbieb  ii)i]ArilAlii^-.'  Mt.  rtummer,  I  (inLl,  nhokiiovrs 
bjni  hctiii.  hit  not  Ih*  «me  opinion  of  FnrliVTiie'i  imr.'unialily  ta  n 
pglilEoui,  buccuiuidcri  ihai  lirwu  in  dnnucijiutlKtiiuK  licHiU  H  sLioni 
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had  been  arranged  that  Tuddenhsm  and  Heydoti 
should  be  indicted  at  a  sJUttig  of  the  commission  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  at  Norwich  in  the  ensuing  spring. 
Rumours,  however,  began  to  prevail  in  Norwich  that 
Tuiirienhain  they  wKo  Had  promoted  this  commission 
and  H^j'd-i.       in    ti,^    county    of    Norfolk— the    Earl 

of  Oxford  and  Justice  Velverton,  as  well  as  John 
Paston  and  John  Damtne^were  to  be  indicted  in 
Kent  by  way  of  revenge.  John  Damme  had  before 
this  ciused  Hfydon  to  lie  indicted  of  treason  for 
taking  down  one  of  (ho:>e  hideous  memorials  of  a 
savage  ju^stice — the  quarter  of  a  man  esposed  in 
public.  The  man  was  doubtless  a  political  victim 
belonging  to  Heydon's  own  [Jarty ;  but  Heydon  was 
now  looking  lo  recover  his  influence,  and  he  con- 
trived to  get  tSie  charge  of  treason  retortiid  ^gaiusi 
Damme.  Symptoms  were  observed  in  Norwich  thai 
the  unpopular  party  were  becoming  bolder  again. 
'  Heydon's  men,'  wrote  James  Gloys  to  John  Paston, 
'brought  his  own  horse  and  his  saddle  through 
Aylesham  on  Monday,  and  they  came  in  at  the 
Bishop's  Gates  at  Norwich,  and  came  ovtTTombland 
and  into  the  Abbey ;  and  sithen  they  said  they 
should  V.O  to  London  for  Heydon.  Item,  some  say 
that  Heydon  should  be  made  a  knight,  and  much 
other  language  there  is  which  causeth  men  to  be 
areiird,  weuning  ihat  he  should  have  a  rule  again.'' 

Full  well  might  Sir  John  l-'astolf  and  others  appre- 
hend thai  if  Heydon  or  Tuddenliam  apptared  in 
answer  to  th-e  indictment,  it  would  be  with  such  a 
following  at  his  back  as  would  overawe  the  court. 
No  appearance  was  put  in  for  them  at  all  at  several 
of  the  sessions  of  Oyer  ami  Ttrtniner.  One  sitting 
was  held  at  Norwich  on  the  and  of  March.  Another 
was  held  just  after  Easier  on  the  ^gth  of  April,  and 
Justice  Prisot,  not  the  most  impartial  of  judges,  was 
sent  down  to  NorAvich  to  hold  it.  Strong;  complaints 
were  put  \n  against  Tuddenham  and  Heydon  on  the 
part  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  also  by  the  town  of 
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Swdffham,  by  Sir  John  Fastolf;  Sir  Harry  Inglos, 
)ohn  Pftston,  and  many  others;  but,  as  Fastolfs 
cbaplain  afterwards  informed  his  master,  '  liie  judges, 
by  their  wilfulness,  might  not  find  in  their  licart  to 
give  not  so  much  a:s  a  beck  nor  a  twiokling  of  their 
eye  toward,  but  took  il  to  derision,  God  reform  siich 
[artiality  ! '  The  One-sidedness  of  Pfisot,  indeed, 
was  sucli  as  to  bring  down  upon  him  a  rebuke  from 
his  colleague  Yelverlon.  '  Ah,  Sir  Mayor  and  your 
brethren,'  said  the  former,  'as  to  the  process  of  y^ur 
raoiplaints  we  will  put  them  in  continuance,  but  in 
all  other  we  will  proceed.'  VeJverton  fell  bound  to 
protest  against  such  unfairness.  Yet  even  this  was 
not  the  worst  7  for  Prisot,  seeing  that,  p^.  . . 
with  all  he  could  do,  the  result  of  the  '  '"^  "" 
proceedings  at  Norwich  would  scarcely  be  satisfactory 
to  Tuddenham  and  Heydon,  took  it  upon  him, 
apparenliy  by  his  own  authority,  to  remove  them  to 
Walsingham,  whtre  they  had  moat  supporters.  And 
there  accordingly  another  session  was  opened  on 
Tuesday  the  4lh  of  May,' 

It  was,  according  to  Sir  Thomas  Howys,  '  the  moat 
partial  place  of  all  the  shire.'  All  the  friends  and 
allies  of  Tuddenham  and  Heydon,  knights  and 
squires,  and  gentlemen  who  had  always  been  deVoLed 
10  their  pleasure,  received  due  warnin[{  to  attend. 
A  body  of  400  horse  atso  accompanied  the  accused, 
jtnd  not  one  of  the  numerous  Complainants  ventured 
to  open  his  mouth  i^xcept  John  ['aston.  Even  he 
had  received  a  fri(indly  message  only  two  days  before 
that  he-  had  ht-ltcr  consider  well  whether  it  was 
advisable  10  come  himsi-lf,  as  there  was  'great  press 
of  peopliJ  and  few  friends ' ;  and,  moreover,  the 
sheriff  was  '  not  so  whole '  as  he  had  been.  What 
this  expression,  meant  required  but  little  explanation, 
As  Sheriff  of  Norfolk,  John  jermyn  was  willing  to  do 
Paston  all  the  stmce  in  his  power,  but  simple  justice 
he  did  not  dare  to  do.- 

He  had   hut  too  gooA  an  excuse  for  bis  timidity. 
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Of  John  Paston's  complaint  against  Tuddenhaiu  and 
johi.  p«i<.n      Heydon  we  hear  no  more ;  we  can  eaaly 
and  ixKd         imagine  what   became  of  it.      But  we 
oyne*.  jjnow  precisely  whal  became  of  an  action 

brought  by  Paston  at  this  sessions  against  liis  old 
adversary  Lord  Molynes,  for  his  forcible  expulsion 
from  (iresham  in  the  preceding  year.  John  Paston, 
to  be  sure,  was  now  peaceably  reinstated  in  the  pos- 
session of  thai  manor ;'  hut  he  had  the  boldness  to 
conceive  that  undermining  his  wife's  chamber,  turn- 
ing her  forcibly  out  of  doors,  and  then  pillaging  the 
whole  mansion,  were  acts  for  which  he  might  fairly 
expect  redress  against  hoth  Lord  Molynes  and  his 
agents.  He  had  accordingly  procured  two  indict- 
ments to  be  framed,  the  first  against  his  lordship, 
and  (he  seeond  against  his  men.  But  before  the 
case  came  on  at  Waiaingham,  Sheriff  Jermyn  gave 
notice  to  Paston's  friends  that  he  had  received  a 
distinct  injunction  from  the  king  to  make  up  a  panel 
to  acquit  Lord  Molynes.^  Royal  letters  of  such  a 
tenor  do  not  seem  to  have  been  at  all  incomijalible 
with  the  usages  of  Henry  vi/s  reign.  John  Paston 
himself  said  the  document  was  one  that  couM  be 
procured  for  six-and-eightpence. 

There  was  no  hope,  therefore,  of  malting  Lord 
Molynes  himself  responsible  for  the  attack  on 
Gresham.  The  only  question  was  whether  [he 
men  who  had  done  his  bidding  could  not  be  made 
to  Kuffer  for  it.  After  the  acquittal  of  their  master, 
John  Osbern  reports  a  remarkable  conversation  thai 
he  had  with  Sheriff  Jermyn  in  which  he  did  his  best 
to  induce  him  to  accept  a  bribe  in  Paston's  interest. 
The  gift  had  been  left  with  ihe  under  sheriff  for  his 
acceptance.  Jermyn  declined  to  take  it  until  he 
had  seen  I'aston  himself,  but  Osbern  was  fully  uiider 
the  impression  thai  he  would  he  glad  to  have  il. 
Osbern,  however,  appealed  also  to  other  arguments. 
'I  remembered  him,'  he  lells  Paston,  'of  his  pro- 
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raises  made  before  to  you  a.t  London,  when  he  took 
his  oath  and  charge,  and  Ihat  ye  were  with  him  when 
he  took  his  oath  and  other  divers  times ;  and  for 
those  promises  made  by  him  to  you  at  that  time, 
and  other  times  at  the  oyer  and  ifrm'mer  at  Lynn,  ye 
proposed  you  by  the  trust  that  ye  have  in  him  to 
attempt  and  rear  actions  that  should  be  to  the  avail 
of  him  and  of  his  office.'  The  prospect  of  Paston 
beiog  valuable  to  him  as  a  htigant  liad  its  weight 
with  the  ftheriif,  and  he  promised  to  do  him  all  the 
good  in  his  power  except  in  the  action  against  Lord 
Molynies'  men  •,  for  not  or]y  Lord  Molynes  himself 
but  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  had  written  to  him  to 
show  them  favour,  and  if  they  were  not  acquitted 
h«  expected  to  incur  both  their  displeasure  and  the 
king's.  In  vain  did  Osbern  urge  that  Paston  would 
find  sufficient  surely  to  save  the  sheriff  harmless. 
Jermyn  said  he  could  take  no  surety  over  Xio*> 
and  Lord  Molynes  was  a  greal  lord  who  could  do 
liiro  more  injury  than  that.^ 

The  diplomacy  on  either  side  seems  to  have  been 
conducted  with  considerable  finase,  Jermyn  de- 
clared ihat  ho  had  been  offered  twenty  nobles  at 
Walsingham  in  behalf  of  the  Lord  Molynes,  but  that 
he  had  never  received  a  penny  either  from  him  or 
from  any  of  Pastor's  adversaries.  Osbern  then 
offered  if  he  would  promise  to  be  sincere  towards 
Paston.  that  the  latter  would  give  him  a  sum  in  hand, 
as  much  as  he  could  desire,  or  would  place  it  in  the 
hands  of  a  middle  man  whom  Jermyn  could  trust. 
In  Hie  end,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  be  satisfied 
with  Jermyn's  assuring  him  that  if  he  found  it  lay 
within  his  power  to  do  anything  for  Paston,  he  would 
take  his  money  with  good  will.  The  negotiator's 
impression  was  that  he  was  fully  pledged  to  get  Lord 
Molynes'  rrien  acquitted,  but  that  in  all  other  actions 
he  would  be  found  favourable  to  Paston.- 

About  this  lime  Parliament,  which  had  now  been 
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prorogued  for  ne&rly  five  months,  met  sigain  2X  West- 
minster.  The  king's  necessities  were 
°'  doubtless  the  all-suffident  cause  why  its 
meeting  coutd  no  longer  be  dispensed  with.  The 
crown  was  already  in  debt  to  the  sytii  of  ;^37i,ooo, 
and  was  daily  becoming  more  so.  The  expenses  of 
the  royal  household  amounted  to  ^34,000  a  year, 
while  the  yearly  revenue  oul  of  which  they  should 
have  been  |iaiJ  was  only  ^^5000.  Nor  was  it  by  any 
means  advisable  to  remedy  the  matter  by  imposing 
fresh  taxation  ;  for  the  people  were  so  impoverished 
by  the  payment  of  subsidies,  the  eNactions  of  the 
king's  purveyors,  and  the  general  maladministration 
of  justice,  that  the  experiment  could  hardly  have  been 
made  with  safety.  An  act  of  re-sumptior  was  the 
only  expedient  by  which  ii  seemed  possible  to  meet 
the  difficulty  ;  and  ail  grants  of  crown  lands  mad«  lO 
any  persons  since  the  first  da.y  of  the  reign  were 
accordingly  recalled  by  statute.'  In  return  for  this 
the  Commons  preferred  a  petition  to  the  king  that 
he  would  for  ever  remove  from  his  presence  and 
counsels  a  number  of  persons  to  whom  they  alleged 
it  was  owing  both  that  his  possessions  had  been 
diminished,  and  that  the  laws  had  not  been  carried 
into  execution.  Foremost  on  the  list  was  the  Duke 
of  Somerset ;  and  with  hirn  were  named  Alice,  widow 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Suffolk,  William  Booth,  Bishop 
of  Chester  (that  is  to  say,  of  Coventry  and  Lich- 
field^), I^rd  Dudley,  Thomas  Daniel,  and  twenty- 
five  others.  It  was  petitioned  that  they  should 
never  again  be  permitted  lo  come  within  twelve 
miles  of  the  royal  presence,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
lands  and  goods.  But  the  days  had  not  yet  corae 
when  a  petition  against  ministers  by  the  Commons 
was  tantamount  to  their  dismissal.  The  king 
indeed  felt  it  best  on  this  occasion  to  yield  some- 
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•rhst ;  bat  he  yielded  on  no  principle  whatever.  Ht 
declsied  in  rqily  that  he  himself  saw  no  cause  for 
their  removal :  bul  he  was  conJent  lo  dismiss  the 
most  of  them  for  a  year,  during  which  period  accuJia- 
tions  brought  against  any  of  them  might  be  inquired 
into.  Those  who  were  Peers  of  the  realm,  however, 
he  refused  to  send  away ;  and  he  insisted  on  retain- 
ing the  services  of  cne  or  two  others  who  had  been 
acxuslomed  contiiiually  to  wait  upon  him.^ 

Parliament  seems  shortly  after  this  to  have  been 
dissolved,  and  no  parhament  met  again  till  two  years 
later.  Of  course  the  influence  of  Somerset  increased 
when  both  Lords  and  Commons  were  dismissed  into 
the  country  ;  and  we  perceive  that  by  the  end  of  the 
jpeai  Thomas  Daniel,  one  of  the  old  unpopular 
ftdhercnts  of  the  Uuke  of  Suffolk,  who.  nevertheless, 
had  not  always  been  acceptable  to  the  Court,  was  ex- 
pecting to  recover  favour  by  means  of  Somerset.'  He 
is  represented  as  having  cultivated  the  Duke's  friend- 
ship for  a  quarter  of  a  year;  so  ihat  we  may  conclude 
Somerset's  ascendency  was  at  this  time  unmistakable. 
With  what  degree  of  discretion  he  made  use  of  it 
there  is  linle  evidence  to  show.  One  advantage  that 
Daniel  hoped  to  gain  through  his  Influence  was  the 
friendship  of  Tuddenham  and  Heydon,  by  whose 
means,  and  by  the  good  offices  of  Ijord  Scales,  he 
eaepected  lo  be  allowed  to  re-enter  the  manor  of 
Btradeston,  of  which  he  had  already  dispossessed  one 
Osbcrt  Munford  last  year,  bul  had  subsequently  been 
dispossessed  himself  The  valLe  of  a  disputed  title 
in  any  part  of  England  probably  depended  very  much 
upon  who  was  supreme  at  Court. 

But  high  as  Somerset  stood  in  the  king's  favour, 
the  course  of  events  did  not  tend  to  make  him  more 
acceptable  to  the  people.  The  Joss  of  Normandy, 
in  the  preceding  year,  was  itself  a  thing  not  likely 
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to  be  readily  forgotUn;  but  the  nii&fortuDes  of  tbe 
English  arms  did  not  end  with  the  loss  ot  Noraiandy» 
So  great,  indeed,  was  the  despondency  occasioned 
by  thai  event  that,  in  the  opinion  of  French  w'TJteri, 
Calais  itself  would  not  have  been  able  lo  hold  out 
if  the  French  had  immedialely  praceedtd  to  attack 
it.  Uut  Charles  was  afraid  he  might  htive  been 
deserted  by  ihe  Duke  of  Burgundy,  whose  interests 
would  hardly  have  been  promoted  by  the  French 
king  strengthening  liim^elf  in  that  quarter,  and  he 
declined  to  attempt  it.'  Relieved,  however,  of  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  a  lar^e  force  in  Normandy, 
he  found  new  occupation  for  his  troops  in  complet- 
ing the  conquest  of  Guienne,  of  which  a  beginning 
had  already  been  made  by  the  capture  of  Cognac 
and  of  some  places  near  Eayonne  and  the  Pyrenees. 
In  November  1450  the  French  laid  siege  to  Bourg 
and  Blaye  on  the  Garonne,  both  of  which  places 
capitulated  in  the  spring  of  the  foUonnng  year.  They 
were  the  keys  of  the  more  important  city  uf  Bor- 
deaux, which,  now  perceiving  that  there  was  no  hope 
of  succour  from  England,  was  obliged  lo  follow  their 
example.  This  was  in  June  14^1.  Two  months 
ijBsof  afterwards  Bayonne,  too,  was  obliged  to 

(HKony  and  Capitulate  r  and  with  it  the  whole  of 
GuiEnne.  Gascony  and  Guienne  was  as  completely 

lost  to  the  English  as  Normandy  had  been  in  the 
preceding  year.  Calais  was  now  all  that  remained 
lo  them  of  their  conquests  and  possessions  in  France  ; 
nor  were  they  without  considerable  apprehension 
that  they  might  be  expelled  from  Calais  too. 

These  disasters,  which  were  but  the  natural  sequel 
lo  the  loss  of  Normandy,  only  served  to  make  more 
bitter  the  reflection  how  the  government  of  that 
duchy  had  been  taken  out  of  the  able  hands  of  the 
Duke  of  York  and  given  lo  the  incompetent  Somer- 
set. The  jealousy  with  which  the  latter  regarded  his 
rival  was  heightened  by  the  consciousness  of  his  own 
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unpopulanty.  The  Dulte  of  York  was  living  in 
seclusion  al  his  castle  of  Ludlow,  but  Somerset 
seems  to  have  regarded  him  with  daily  incrtasin^ 
apprehension.  He  was  cootinuiiHy  iciii.li]l!ng  into  the 
lung  distrust  of  York's  fidelity  as  a  subject ;  until  al 
last  the  latter  thought  it  expedient  to  vorfs 
make  a  public  declaration  of  his  loyally,  mjuiifctto. 
He  accordingly  issued  the  following  manifesto  ; — 

Foiasiiiuch  as  I,  Kichatd  Duke  of  Vork,  mii  infuimeil  ihat 

ibe  Kiagi  m>'  aovereign  lojd,  ii  my  Heavy  lorij,  ^realty  ilis- 
pleased  wtlh  me,  and  ha.lh  in  me  a  dislruii  by 
limber  toformaiion  of  mine  enemies,  atlvetsrific^,  *■"'  '***' 
and  cvil-willers,  wherefas]  God  knovveth,  fr-iJiii  whom  ruthinj; 
i>  hid,  I  am,  anri  have  been,  and  ever  will  lie,  liii'i  irue  liege- 
mka,  and  so  have  1  liefoic:  this,  ili\ci:s  [in^'es.  as  well  hy  mouth 
u  by  writing,  noiificd  and  dccUicd  hi  my  siid  nuvcteign  lond  ; 
Ana  (or  that  ihis  nulice  so  comet)  uniu  me  uf  ibc  di.splea;>atc  of 

my  i«i<l  *Ovc|i;ign  lufti  i*  fco  111^  so  giicvouji,  I   have  prayed  tht 

»eveT*rd  fiklhef  in  Gad,  the  bbhop  of  HertfoH),  and.  my  cousin 
Ihe  Earl -if  Shrewsbury.  Ifj  omc  hilher  and  hear  my  declnra- 
lior  in  Ihi5  tiisiier ;  wherdn  I  have  said  to  iheni  that  [  am  true 
liCBeman  u>  ihe  Kiny  my  sovereign  lord,  ever  hitve  been,  and 
thall  be  In  my  flyirig  ilnj.  And  if  the  very  prtiof  thai  il  is  su, 
I  nffcr  myself  lo  swear  thai  "in  the  blessed  i^scramcni,  and 
receive  il,  llie  which  I  hope  shall  be  my  salvnlion  al  ihe  day  of 
doOEli,  And  ^o  for  my  special  CDEnfejFl  nJid  onsolaticjn  X  ht^ve 
fprtytd  thr  ^d  lord^  lo  report  and  dccUrc  nnlo  l}ie  King's 
'  bigDOess  my  ^id  ofTer  :  and  lo  the  end  and  tnienC  thai  I  will 
■be  ready  i-o  do  ihe  suae  ciath  in  presence  of  iwo  or  thr<?e  lords, 
each  as  shzW  please  the  Rings  liighn««&  10  send  hither  to 
acctpl  il.  In  witness  -whereof  I  have  signed  thij^  schedule  with 
my  sigTi  iuBnuJil,  ond  set  iheicunlo  my  iicnct  of  orms.  Wrilter 
it)  my  ea»ilc  <'f  Ludlow,  the  gih  of  January,  the  joih  year  n!  the 
r«gn  «f  my  sovwcifin  lord.  King  Henry  the  Sixth.' 

He  appears  to  have  waited  nearly  a  month  to  learn 
the  effect  of  this  renions trance .  Meanwhile  reports 
came  that  the  French  were  advancing  to  lay  siege  to 
Calais.  .\t  such  a  juncture  it  was  peculiarly  intoler- 
able that  the  administration  of  affairs  should  stiU  be 
intrusted  Co  hands  so  notoriously  incompetent  as 
those  of  Somerset ;  and  York,  as  being  the  onlv  man 

'  Slew's  CJmmicif^  p.  393. 
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who  could  stir  in  such  a  matter  with  effect,  now 
made  up  his  mind  to  take  active  steps  for  Somerset's 
removal.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  done  for  such 
an  object  without  a  considerahle  force  of  armed  men 
to  support  him.  York  accordingly  i^&ucd  the  follow- 
ing address  lo  the  burgesses  of  Shrewsbury  : — 

Right  worsbipful  friends,  I  r ceo m mend  me  unlo  you  ;  and  I 
aupposi:  it  is  well  knowTk  unto  you,  as  wdl  by  experience  as  by 
comtnoQ  LangUiige  ^id  and  icpoited  Lhigughout  all  Chmlen- 
dam,  whaL  laui),  what  worahi|),  hMioiir,  and  manhoini,  vru 

ascribed  (if  till  n^tiunc  umo  the  ^>eoJjti:  di  this  tenlm  whilst  ilw 
kingdom's  sovereign  lord  stood  posseiied  of  hi*  loidship  in  Ibe 
lealm  of  France  and  duchy  of  NoT[na.ady;  and  wbat  deroga- 
tion, Loss  tif  mtTciiandize,  lesion  of  honour,  and  villany,  is  siid 
and  rijporiiJd  K'^iictaliy  unlo  the  English  nation  for  I«ss  of  ihe 
same;  namely  (i.e.  especially)  unlo  the  Duk*  of  Sometsel, 
when  lie  bad  Uie  cam  ui  an  dance  and  chaT|;c  tbcrcof:  ihe  which 
loKS  bath  caused  i&d  encvuiuged  ihc  King's  cnvmiu  ((T  to  cvn- 

dUer  und  get  CaKCouy  and   (j-uiciine,  utid  now  daily  ihcy  mnk^ 

tn«ir  advance  Utt  to  Uy  •iit:ge  unLci  Calus,  and  tm  oihe-t  pl«^«i 
in  (he  niBTch(!.s.  there,  lor  to  apply  ihrm  to  Iheit  Dl>eitBtii2e,  and 
so  for  la  come  into  the  land  with  gieal  puissanci!,  to  the  final 
destruction  thereof,  if  they  might  prevail,  ^nci  to  put  the  Isnd 
in  their  subjcctiim,  which  God  defend.  And  on  the  other  pajt 
it  is  In  lie  supposed  ic  i^  mit  unLnown  to  you  how  thnl,  ilia 
my  crnnlng  uul  of  Ireland  I,  as  the  King's  true  liegeman  and 
serviint  (and  ?i'er  shall  Ije  fo  my  life''  end)  and  fot  niy  IrMC 
Rcquittnl,  jictetiviiijj  the  incifivehieitce  Iji-fof-t  leli&irseil,  ad- 
vised his  Rinyil  Majesty  of  certain  iirticlt^i  cortciirning  the  weal 
and  Kifeeuaid,  as  well  of  his  most  royol  person,  as  ihe  tranquil- 
lily  and  con$ei  vatioti  of  all  this  his  realm  :  the  which  adverltM- 
nienls,  how  licit  that  it  was  thoiighl  that  ihcy  were  full  necessary, 
were  laid  aviitt,  and  to  be  of  aunc  effect,  through  the  envy, 
malice,  and  untruth  of  the  snld  Duke  of  .Stimcrsci  ;  which  fbi 
ray  truih,    fi»ith.  and  atltgiaiice  ihftt  I  owe  Htitp  the  King, 

Ltid  the  good  will  .ind  favour  lhi.t  I  hdve  to  all  the  realm, 
laboreth  continunlly  about  the  King's  highness  for  my  urdoiiig, 
and  to  corrupt  my  blood,  and  lo  dii,fnherit  me  and  my  hetn;, 
and  such  persons  as  he  al>i>ut  me,  without  any  desert  oi  ciusc 
done  or  attempted,  on  my  part  or  theirs,  I  matte  our  Lord 
Judge.  Whiirefoic,  wor^hipriil  friends,  to  the  inlcnl  that  every 
nuui  ithiill  know  my  purpose  und  desire  for  lo  declare  nic  »uch 
as  I  am,  I  signify  unlo  you  that,  with  the  help  and  ^upportalion 
ofAJmiglityGod,  and  fll  Our  I.^dy,  and  "(ill!  the  Cfrnpsny  bl 
Heaven,  T.  rtfter  Innff  *"''^''*"^**'*d  delays,  J ih sag h  it  is)  noi 
my  will  or  intent  to  dispteise  my  ^overeijrn  lord,  sreing  thai 
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tbe  said  Duke  erct  pteTnllelli  taA  ruleth  about  the  Kine'§ 
person,  [tad]  that  by  this  means  the  IahiI  is  likely  id  be  dc' 
nrnycili  am  fully  cunduiieci  lo  proceed  in  nil  ha^c  a£iinsl  him 
with  the  help  o(  my  klft^irteft  iftd  ftiends ;  in  such  wis?  that 
it  shsll  prowe  lo  pKinioie  east;  pcoc*,  ttitn^uillily,  and  safe- 
giULnl  of  all  this  bnd :  &ritl  moif,  li«e[>ing  m«  wlihin  the 
baunds'  oi  my  li^eance,  is  il  pcrlHineth  la  my  duty,  praying 
ind  ciliorting  you  lo  fottify,  enforce,  and  assist  me,  and  to 
come  to  me  wiih  n.13  <Iiligcnce,  ivliercsoever  1  i-balL  be,  OT  draw, 
triih  %i  miiny  grxitlly  and  likely  men  n  ye  mny,  to  execute  the 
intent  abovc&aid.  Writicn  under  my  si^ct  a.t  my  cAsiIe  of 
Li«dlow(  the  jid  iny  of  Fcbrq»ry. 

FurthprniOn.'  1  pr^^  ynti  Ehlt  &ueh  Attait  Appoinlment  and 
otditiftnci;  W  inade  that  the  people  which  ^shall  com*  in  youi 
fcllOTCship.  Of  be  jeni  unto  me  by  yoiit  agteemeni,  be  demeaned 
in  sach  wiw  by  the  way,  that  Ih»y  dti  no  iilTence,  nor  iiiNiety, 
ooc  oppiciision  upon  the  people,  in  lesion  of  juaicc-  Written 
ualnve,  &c.. 

Vow  £00")  friend, 

R.  York.' 

To  ffly  KkIiI  worihipfu]  friendi,  (tit  baJliflTt.  Iiurgcsic, 
*nd  tioniiiKjn'Mrf  the  ^ood  town  of  Slirewi^bry, 

Having  thus  i^llected  a  sufficient  body  of  followers, 
the  duke  began  his  march  to  London.  The  Earl  of 
Dcvonshtre,  Lord  Cobham,  and  other  ve„tni„ch« 
noblcmtii  also  collected  people  and  i'i""ii>i-«in|an. 
joined  him.*  The  king  and  Somersel,  however, 
being  informed  of  his  intentions,  set  out  from  the 
capita.]  lo  meet  him,  issuing^  at  the  same  time,  an 
imperative  summons  lo  Lord  Cobham,  and  probably 
lo  the  dulce's  other  adherentSj  to  repair  immediately 
to  the  royal  presence.*  But  the  duke,  who  had  no 
desire  to  engage  the  king's  forces,  turned  aside  and 
hoped  w  reach  London  unmolested.  He  sent  a 
herald  before  him  to  desire  liberty  for  himself  and 
his  allies  to  enter  the  city  ;  but  strict  injunctions  to 
the  contratj'  had  beej)  teft  by  the  king,  and  his 
request  was  Tcftised.  Disappointed  in  this  quarter, 
it  was  natural  that  he  should  look  for  greater  sym- 

'  KtSi'  LiUtn.  Fine  Seiiei.  i.  it-ij. 

*   E-ffi''''  Cir™kJt{l^,  Ua.-ics),«5, 

'  NtDoiu'  Frfty  CruKii  Pratrtani^,  m.  n6.  Aceorriinz  lo  Fab^ian. 
lh«  Tfiirj  Kid  Someraet  wl  oui  on  (he  i6ih  of  FtbruBry.  Tte  summoiaK  frn 
(jinl  Cohham,  Iboufh  dsietl  WnUninilcr,  wu  issued  on  Ihi  1 7lh, 

a 


THE     PASTON     LETTERS 


pathy  lit  Rciiii  where,  doubtless,  smouldered  still 
the  remains  of  past  disaffection.  He  accordingly- 
crossed  the  Thames  ai  Kingston  Bridge,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  his  host  to  Dartford.  The  king's  army 
follQWed  and  pitched  their  cainp  upon  Btackheath. 
And  so,  on  the  istof  March  1452.  there  lay,  within 
eight  miles  of  each  other,  two  formidable  hosts, 
which  any  further  raovement  must  apparently  bring 
into  collision. 

To  judge  from  ont  contemporaiy  account,'  the 
dukt's  position  must  have  lieen  a  strong  one.  He 
had  a  body  of  ordnance  in  the  field,  with  no  less 
than  3000  gunners.  He  himself  bad  Sooo  men  in 
the  ccTitrt'  of  his  position  ;  while  the  Earl  of  Devon- 
shire lay  to  the  south  with  another  detachment  of 
6000,  and  Lord  Cobham  by  the  river  side  com- 
manded an  equal  force.  Seven  ships  lay  on  the 
water  filled  with  the  baggage  of  the  troops.  But  the 
strength  of  the  king's  army  appears  to  have  largely 
exceeded  these  numbers;^  and  even  if  the  duke  had 
wished  to  provoke  a.  conflict,  it  was  evidently  more 
prudent  to  remain  simply  on  the  defensive.  He 
accordingly  left  the  responsibility  of  further  action  to 
those  of  the  king's  party. 

In  this  crisis  the  lords  who  were  with  the  king 
took  counsel  together,  and  determined,  if  passible, 
to  labour  for  a  coniproniisa^  An  embassy  was 
appointed  to  go  to  tile  Duke  of  Voirk,  and  hear 
what  he  had  to  say.  It  consisted  of  the  wise  and 
good  prelate  Waynflete,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
Bourchier,  Bishop  of  Ely  (afterwards  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury),  the  Earls  of  Salisbury  and  Warwick, 
Lord  Beauchamp,  Lord  Sudeley,  and  some  others. 
The  answer  made  by  York  was,  that  no  ill  was  rn- 

I   C^ttflttiaH  Rpti,  ii.  33.     .Sec  Appendiv  tq  tt{\t-  I  latrdductinn. 

1  Koid  0/  Furl.  V.  J4E1  The  lUIcincnl  iti  iJiif  AcI  of  AiLaindei  (amd 
a;^ainih]  I  he  Duke  c-f  Vi>rk  ^evrn  y«ar&  dfL«r*variU.  ftir.1  lie  wu  ^of  nrtpgw^ 
la  wiihtLiind'  Cbc  Icing  on  Lh1«  occuiun,  U  lial)tc  10  tUiipkian,  bui  U  b  ceo- 
lifntird  ^y  i^LC  lo^Limoriy  rjf  Wh-ctliamMtdcp  34A- 

H  '  The  Lord!.,  bath  ipiKlual  and  icrnparali  leok  tlx  matlcF  io  IniHl.' 
Thm Fi/lnttHCmhityCii'Viiidei,^.   soAlioCJti-tHiifltii/'l.niufcm,  tji- 
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tended  against  either  the  king  or  any  of  Ins  Council ; 
thai  the  duke  and  his  followers  were  lovers  of  the 
commojiweal  ;  but  that  it  ivas  their  intention  to 
remove  from  the  king  certain  evil-disposed  persona, 
through  whose  means  the  common  people  had  been 
grievously  oppressed.  Of-  these  the  Duke  of  Somer- 
set was  declared  to  be  the  chief;  and,  indeed,  his 
unpopularity  was  such  that  even  those  on  the  king's 
side  would  seem  to  have  seconded  the  Duke  of 
York's  demand.  After  a  consultation  the  king 
consented  that  Somerset  should  he  commilted  to 
custody  until  he  should  make  answer  lo  such  charges 
a^  York  would  bring  against  him.' 

Nothing  more  seemed  necessary  to  avert  civil  war. 
On  a  simple  pledge  given  by  the  king  that  Somerset 
should  he  placed  in  confinement,  atid  afterwards  put 
on  his  trial,  the  Duke  of  York  at  once  broke  up  his 
Kimp  and  ordered  his  men  home.  He  then  repaired 
himself  to  the  king's  tent  to  express  his  loyalty. 
But  no  sooner  had  he  arrived  there  than  y^jj.  j, 
he  found  he  was  deceived.  The  king,  enmppe*, 
in  violation  of  his  promise,  kept  the  Duke  of 
Somerset  attending  upon  him  as  his  chief  adviser, 
and  York  w;is  virtually  a  prisoner.  He  was  sent  on 
to  London  in  adi'ance  of  the  king,  in  a  kind  of 
honourable  custody,  attended  by  two  bishops,  who 
conducted  him  to  his  own  residence ;  but  what  to  do 
with  him  when  he  got  there  was  a  diiRculty.  His 
enemies  feared  to  send  him  to  the  Tower.  There 
were  10,000  men  yet  remaining  in  the  Welsh 
Marches,  who,  on  stich  a  tumour,  would  have  come 
up  10  London  ;  and  it  was  not  ver>-  long  before  they 
were  reported  lo  be  all  under  arms,  and  actually  Od 
the  march,  vnih  the  duke's  young  son  at  their  head — 
Edward,  Earl  of  March,  boy  as  he  was,  not  yet  quite 
ten  yeafs  old^ 

York  had  distinctly  accused  the  Duke  of  Somerset 

I  Fabyan. 

'>  Fabtari,       Ti'ri   FifUntk    CnUiry  Ckmutitt,    Cq,   and    Ilie    MS. 

CfcKoniclr*,  Vil«Ll.  A,  JOn. 
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as  a.  traitor.  He  was  now  in  Somerset's  power,  bm 
the  latter  did  not  dare  to  retort  the  charge  upon  him. 
Yet  if  Somerset  was  not  a  traitor,  the  course  pursued 
by  York  was  utterly  indefensible.  He  had  actually 
taken  up  arms  against  the  Crown,  to  remove  by  force 
the  minister  in  whom  the  king  had  placed  his  con- 
fidence. But  unfortunately  Somerset  knew  too  well 
that  if  he  mAde  this  a  g:round  of  accusation  against 
his  rival,  recrimination  would  be  sure  to  follow,  and 
he  himstlf  would  incur  a  weight  of  public  odium 
which  might  possibly  lead  to  the  same  resall  as  in 
the  case  of  Suffolk-  The  wisest  and  most  politi-c 
course  for  himself  was  not  to  impeach  the  Duke  of 
York,  but,  if  possible,  to  shut  his  mouth  and  let  him 
.  ...  go  free.  No  accusation,  therefore,  was 
taiwcu  drawn  up.     Ati  oath  of  allegiance,  bind- 

aiieKinncc.  jj^g  j,^^  ^y^f  (o  keep  the  peace  in  time 
coming,  was  all  that  was  required.  It  was  on  the 
ist  of  March  thai  York  had  repaired  to  the  king's 
tent  and  fouud  himself  in  his  rival's  power.  On 
the  loth  he  was  brought  to  Sl  Paul's,  and  there 
publicly  made  oath  as  follows : — 

1,  Ricliiiid,  Duke  of  Yoik,  confesj  nnd  bcknoiv  ihiit  I  am 
nnd  ought  la  be  humbl'i:  subject  and  licgeniiin  lo  you,  my 
sovsreign  Lord,  King  Henry  (lie  Sislh,  ant]  ■>*«  Iherefuie  (g 
beat  you  failli  and  l^ith  AS  ta  my  sovercigti  lord,  atiii  shall  <1ii 
nil  ihc  days  iiiili:i  my  life's  end ;  and  shall  nnl  al  nn,y  time  will 
or  B^Fnt,  itiat  itriyihing  ixs  aittem^iod  rtr  done  agaitiM  youi 
noble  person,  liui  wherpsoevei  I  shall  have  knowledge  orany 
such  ihing  imagined  or  piiiposed  I  shall,  wilh  all  the  speed  anil 
diligence  possible  to  me,  raaltc  that  your  Highness  >ihall  hii-c 
knowleilEe  ihtiicof,  and  even  do  all  thnt  shall  Ik  pnssibU  lo  me 
lo  the  wilhstanding  llieieof,  to  llie  ulleresl  of  my  life.  I  shftll 
nol  in  no  wise  nny  I'ling  lake  upoii  me  agiinsl  yo«i  royal 
estate  Or  the  □beisiinte  that  is  dui^  thereto,  nor  snffti  nay  oibec 
man  lo  do,  as  far  forth  as  it  shall  lie  in  ray  power  to  let  i1 :  and 
alSiO  1  shall  come  at  your  conimanidDneni,  wbetisocvei  I  ^hall  be 
called  by  the  same,  in  humble  and  obcisa;!!!  wIm!,  but  if  [i.t. 
unless}  T  be  leticd  by  any  sickness  ni  impoicncy  of  my  person 
oi  by  such  other  causes-  bs  shall  be  thoiight  reosonaWe  (o 
70Ut  my  sovereign  lord.  1  shnll  nevei  hereafter  take  upon  me 
to  gather  any  touts,  or  mikc  any  assembly  of  your  people, 
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Hrjthout  yoiu  codmaDdnieiit  ai  httrtee,  of  in  my  lawful  defence. 
Id  tile  tnlerpretaLion  of  which  my  laufuL  clarence,  and  declara- 
lios  iheteo^  t  shall  report  me  at  all  limes  lo  youi  Highness, 
Bud,  if  the  case  (equiic,  unto  my  peers :  nor  anything  attempt 
b;  way  of  faite  against  any  of  your  subjects,  of  what  cstile, 
dcBTct,  or  condition  that  they  be.  Boi  whensoever  J  find  my- 
seUwiorkgcU  -or  aggiicved,  1  shaJI  sue  huttibly  foi  reinifdy  lo 
your  Highness,  aria  pit«ccd  after  the  -ccuiiic  pf  your  lows,  and 
m  none  othiT  wise,  sn-ing  in  mine  own  lawliil  defence  in 
■nannt^r  ab-ive  said  ;  and  shall  in  all  Ihiflgs  aboveSaid  and  ellier 

have  me  utito  yuur  ICighn^M  as  an  humble  and  tiue  subject 
might  lo  hsve  him  to  his  Siivereign  Li.nd. 

All  these  things  above  iaid  I  pimiij^i:  truly  (o  obseive  and 
keep,  by  the  Holy  Evangelists  conl.-iined  in  this  book  that  I 
Uf  tay  hand  upoti,  -mi)  by  the  Holy  Cio^  ihai  I  hece  tciichi 
and  liy  tiic  blessed  fjacramtrnt  of  our  Lnid's  body  thai  1  ahull 
now  wilb  His  metcj'  receive,  An<J  over  this  J  agree  mc  and 
Tuill  that  if  1  any  liniif  hereaftct,  as  with  the  grace  of  oii(  Lord 
I  never  shall,  anything  atlempl  by  way  of  feat  or  otherwise 
a^n&l  your  royal  majesty  nrd  oheisanee  that  I  -owe  thereio,  or 
■nytbing  1  take  upon  nic  oiherwisp  than  is  above  expressed,  I 
from  thai  time  roTtb  lie  anabled,  [held  and  lakeo  oi  an  untrue 
and  iiptnly  forsworn  tuani,  and  unable]^  to  all  manner  of 
WHiship,  cil.ilc,  nnd  degree,  he  it  such  as  I  now  occupy,  or 
any  other  thai  niif^lit  grow  unto  mt  in  any  wise. 

AdiJ  thi^  I  Here  hiiVQ  promiicd  and  sworii  proceedelh  of  mirie 
nwo  desire  and  lice  voluntfe  and  by  no  eonitraining  or 
eoerdoo.  In  witness  of  all  ihe  which  ihiags  above  wtilteo  I, 
Riehnrri  duke  of  Votk  above  named,  subscribe  roe  with  mine 
own  band  and  ^eal,  with  this  mine  own  sea),  &c.' 

With  this  guarantee  for  his  future  loyalty,  the  duke 
was  permitted  to  return  into  his  own  counlrj'. 

Somerset  might  well  be  pleased  that  the  matter 
should  be  settled  thus ;  for  if  the  charges  York 
hroughl,  or  at  least  was  prepared  lo  have  brought, 
against  him  were  only  one-half  true  <and  some  of 
them  certainly  were  true  altogether),  his  administra- 
tion of  the  IJuchy  of  Normandy  was  a  misture  of 
indiscretion  and  dishonesty  at  which  the  nation  had 
good  liyht  to  be  indignant.  Wc  have  already  seen 
how  in  concert  with  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  he  had 
authorised  a  perfidious  breach  of  the  truce  with 
France  in  the  capture  of  Foug^res.     We  have  also 

'  TlMWWeidaut  aol  in  llie  cuj.y  in  <iiiRsili  ii/  FarHaiKci/,  Iji'  Ibey 
ntcuiin  tbot  cioniri  Hotinghcd*  CAiuiui/iC.  '*  RaiU^P'rl.  v.  346. 
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seen  haw  ill  prepared  he  was  for  the  consequences  : 
how  he  discovered  too  late  the  weakness  of  all  the 
garrisons ;  how  the  French  king  recovered  town 
after  town,  and  the  English  were  finally  expelled 
from  Norni;indy  in  less  than  a  year  and  a  half  alter 
VorkitJuLi  IT.  "'^^  unjustifiable  outrage.  But  if  any 
iiBiiiiut  crt^dic    may   be    given    to    the    further 

Soinfr«:[.  chai^L-s  brought  against  him  by  the 
Duke  of  York, — ciiarges  which  agree  only  too  well 
with  the  character  attributed  to  him  by  the  most 
impartial  authorities ' — Somerset  had  himself  to 
blame  in  great  measure  for  the  defenceless  condition 
of  the  country  comtnitted  to  his  protection.  On  his 
first  going  into  Normandy  he  had  jobbed  the  ofSces 
under  his  control.  For  the  sake  of  private  emolu- 
ment ho  had  removiid  a  nainber  of  trusty  and  experi- 
enced captains,  filling  their  places  with  creatures  of 
his  own,  or  men  who  had  paid  ifvuanrs  for  their  posts; 
and  only  on  receipt  of  still  greater  bribes  would  hc 
consent  to  restore  any  of  those  that  had  been  put 
out.  He  had,  however,  actually  reduced  many 
garrisons,  while  he  had  taxed  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Ouchy  beyond  all  reason  for  the  uieans  of  defence. 
His  administration  of  justice,  too,  had  been  such  as 
to  excite  the  most  vehement  dissa-tisfaction,  and  had 
made  the  whole  native  population  impatient  of  Eng- 
lish  goveniment.  He  had,  moreover,  pocketed  the 
compensatiois  given  by  France  to  the  dispossessed 
Englishmen  of  Anjou  and  Maine.  Worse  still,  after 
all  his  maladministration  and  ill  success,  he  had  pre- 
vailed on  the  king  to  make  htm  captain  of  Calais, 
which  it  seemed  as  if  he  ivas  on  the  point  of  losing 
also  in  a.s  careless  and  culpable  a  manner  as  he  had 
already  lost  Normandy. 

>  The  c-hariciei  given  of  [he  pulcc  of  Somerael  by  iBe  eonicirparary 

imputial-  He  describes  hint  m  handsome  in  peisaa,  genLle  lod  urlnuie  in 
nmnJitr,  jmil  wll  inclined  iij^tuJs  j  Vitic?  l  but  M  (h»*  giactiwtie  oianKl 
by  an  jnuttia^le  ikv^rice  v)ii<:Di  vwoulJ  nor  \ci  him  rpit  cociirni  with  Ihe  iiD> 
Incrue  wealth  he  had  ADbcnled  from  Carduvil  ISc^ufort ;  and  byc^ntin^i^l'lf 
cvvciLng  Ihc  nLhe&gf  DiLcra  be  brciught  ruLn  oa  hintaclr     U^'^m,  o.  igj. 
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Here,  however,  is  the  full  text  of  the  accusation,* 
as  prepared  by  York  hinisclf:-- 

Thies  3FUclc.«  and  poinies  (alutvyng  jicve,  shcwe  anit  rainistre 
I,.  Richard  Due  of  Voik  yoarc  tiue  liegnian  aud  serviiiinl  iinlo 
youre  highnessc.  sunimorily  purpusyng  and  dedaryog  Ihaym 
vfatiit  Ediiiond  Due  of  Somcriol  (or  Ihc  gitle  wd/atL'  and  the 
coin«n  availlc  and  interesM  ofyoucc  Diagcatc  Roiall  a.nd  «f  lhi& 
youtt  notik  roiaime,  aaweil  Lq  bryng  Lci  kDawlegCKnd  undci- 
slon4)'ng  the  nmnr^  ainJ  caMSes-  o(  the  giete  myschcves  and 
in^onv^Tiienti  which  Imc  be(«{l)  unto  Ihis  yaixie  miid  naMe 
tUMite,  es  in  losM  of  youre  lyvt;lod<^  by  yonde  ihec  ien  and 
<Kbeniys«  in  ponisshniem  of  dcsetviloun  and  excuse  nf  inno- 
»ndr.  and  also  in  piiEiyng  isiile  and  eschuyrg  of  ihc  greie  and 
tmpotiable  hurte  and  prejudice  which  ben  like,  wiiliouteri  thai 
purriaiincc  be  had  al  rcmeilii^,  lo  5ucccdc  in  shcirte  tyme.  To 
Ihc  which  articles  and  cvory  ni  thcym  1,  Lhc  seid  Dut  of  Voik, 
desire  O'l  yij^re  vg»\\  and  indifferc^nt  fightwesnci^c  ihai  the  se>d 

£dlTt9sd  ^Q^w^rc  by  his  ieiih  &nd  truuth,  the  sscietn^at  uf  his 
oihe  theft u])p fill  xnaAe,  duly  ind  liulyas  Inwc  ard  consnerce 
te(|uiiei.h :  1  nUo  dtsiiyng,  foi  the  vcraly  fxaminacian  md 
knowlceh  of  Itoutli  iheruppon  to  be  had,  nad  for  the  gteie  and 
tingiiler  wetl  of  this  yuutc  said  Rniame,  lii  1ie  admytlcii  to  the 
pTcfe,  and  Ici  ycvc  evidence  in  the  said  articles  that  (olowyn  tn 
such  u  he  wall  denye,  ikhei  lhc  cqdce  and  considciscion  of 
lawe  in  i-uch  case,  and  procc^^e  had,  and  also  al  good  feilh  ttnd 
conscience  justice  thereafter  to  he  dgu  ^nA  cxecBtitl. 

Fir^t)  I  ATitftf  atkd  dcckre  that  lhc  Mid  Udmcind  Due  of 
Soinenelt  halh  be  mearc,  coruenter,  occasifjner,  cause  and 
mediatoiir,  Iraih  bj  his  inwarde  knowlegeand  expreise  consent, 
by  caimseill,  and  worchyng  thnrghe  diverse  subtyie  wcy^s  and 
meaoes,  as  liy  violent  presiimp'Cian  and  oihcrwyse  is  knowcn 
and  UDderjtonde,  and  ruithermore  also  by  his  Inotdinaic  negli- 
grncei  lacthesse  iind  wiKull  rechclessncs  and  inaaciaTc  coveiyse, 
of  the  loise  and  amis^ic^n  vf  youic  Duchie  of  Nuiinandi?, 
rejoisscd  and  ptxHCHcd  ai  this  lymt-,  for  the  dL-ftnee  uf  his 
bcgligeAt  kepyng  ftnd  nihetwyii;  btfofe  rehtreeil,  by  youre 
enemyef.  Which  msyclerly  l>y  iTiVlund^rsionde  by  ihcTneeneB 
and  causes  thai  foiawcn  :  of  ihe  which  and  for  s-iich  one  he  is 
Dpenly  called,  leptited  and  had  by  Ihe  ociinen  fame  and  voice. 
Of  the  which  aon  cnuse  is  that  the  scid  Due  of  bomctiictt,  at 


1  Jf  Qw  prinfed  f<T  Ihr  Er^l  licire  ^m  tlie  dtik^B^I  in  ihr  CdtlDbian  m,, 
V«p.  C-  lii'-  f.  to.    The  tint  psragiaph  of  ifii*  documdir  it  quoted  b? 

SlOIHC  in  H{^  a^re^iciff  p.  3^7,  ABI<1  tljc  cliarRC^  arc  rcferri:,i  hy  hiBl  10'  rhc 
[birly.ibii'l  year  iif  ibe  ling  ■  rcisii,  i.i'.  Eht  Uitlcr  rarCuf  t-u.  1454,  wliitli 
u  ccriaiinly  cit^ncDii-s.  Thf  ttalc.  haw-F-ve^,  whlfih  hi  IntenA^ii  4-3.*  Ehr 
Latl^tpaii  i>r  111':  yur  >i^ii  whcit  rl>c  Dukt- ors^omrrTicI  w.-i-i  airc-^ird  and 
Mnl  Is  Che  Tontr  ;  l>ul  tbii  UsU  uli^^ii  quite  imparl ihlt. 
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his  &rst  cumyng  mlu  !Na[ia;iudi(;,  chuungcid  aJMJ  patt  (lut  of 
theii«  octntpacion  and  ^ouce  service,  withoutc  i-kyll,  c&use  or 
reason,  all  ihi^  irtie  and  feiihrull  ofEcen,  for  iht  cno^  partie,  of 
all  NoFinaitdit,  and  pul  in  ^uch  at.  hyni  lik«d  for  his  uwdc 
singuler  availe  and  covelvse,  as  it  ipperilh  well,  inasmocll  at 
IticrcoudcnooJi  oi' theym  that  were  so  put  out  be  restored  K^yn 
withoutc  grete  t'^ftc^  i-"''  rcwardes,  which  wa^  full  unliuyng- 
And  fudbcrmare  did  pat  in  prison  many  diverw  and  notable 
persoiiM  of  youie  seid  Duchie,  withoute  cau.^,  justice  or  toy 
oidinarie  pwix^f^  made  agayn  thcym  pr  due  examinticioii,  »nd 
by  i)iB.i  meaue  did  gtele  eitloi^ioDi  and  ittcd  untdw/ully  gteie 
soirvmes  undie  colour  of  imelides  aad  composicionij.  wh»hy 
the  cuniie  foi  such  wrong  ard  faute  of  ji]>itic(.'  giucchuii  tore 
ngayn  hym  and  hi^  jruvumiiincc  ant]  causi.'d  the  pco[<te  to  ari&e 
in  ihcirc  cuoiicytes  and  to  lake  grcte  disuiefisii ;  and  thai  was 
a  grcte  occasion  and  c&u»  of  the  laue  of  yourr  wd  Duciiic  of 
Norman  die. 
Item,  the  Kid  Edmtmd  Due  Of  Somenet  was  cau^  and 

concenter  voluHCa-rie  f>f  thv  hrelcyilg  fjf  llic  trues  ^tict  paih  for  a 
lytne  had  betwene  youre  highncs  and  youre-  uncle  of  l-niunce, 
which  WI15  well  utid^rslond  at  the  taking  of  Fogicrs  itt  Briiaigne 
by  Sir  Ktannceyi  Locrngonney^  ihiirgh  his  avise  consente merit 
and  counseile ;  and  also  duiyng  the  said  tiucs  made  iDore 
strong  and  fortified  diverse  places  disopercd  Iiy  yourc  com- 
ntaunJetnenC,  a&  Morleyn  und  Sdni  Jake^  dc  Beveion,  agcyn 
the  appoimcmeat  of  the  aeid  tru.ei ;  uppoci  which  youTc  iLii.dc 
did  ai>tiiinoii  hym  to  mnkc  a-seeiJi  [iii/ii/of/iai]  ftnii  for  to  dif- 

impairc  the  seid  fortifying,  and  wr^rig  doti  af"ayn  Iht  tjuea,  Und 
in  asmoch  as  noii  !»seeth  by  hym  was-  don,  rur  (ht']  lefte  not  of 
hiR  said  fortifiyng,  caused  youie  seid  tinele  to  have,  as  he  pre- 
lende,  cause  to  brekc  tht  said  tnics  on  his  partie ;  which 
htekyng  of  trues  waa  oon  of  the  verray  cau^  of  lo&se  of 
Nomiandic.      And  thus  he  brake  the  seidc  trues  aydnsl  his 

Croiii.)-ssc  and  Iruc  fi^ith  made  to  youre  highni:?,  which  was  to 
cpc  and  tntrelyn  the  said  ttues,  and  ao  did  aycn  lh«  lawc  in 
this  behalvK  and  youre  staUiles  of  the  roianie. 

Ilcni,   he   put   awiiy  alid    ditnini^ahcd  divi:ri«  |;itraif>!iQ£  and 

Other  strong  places  of  youre  seid  Duchie  of  Normandie  ol 
soudiouis  and  uf  ini.>n  of  weire  which  were  accusiumed  to  abide 
uppoTJ  the  sueite  and  saufgardc  of  the  same,  howe  be  hil  he 
had  vcrrayiy  knowkge  that  youre  enrmyes  wete  (iill  detei- 
iiii[ned]  for  to  Icy  se£t,'£  to  put  ihr  same  places  in  theiie  sub- 
jecdon,  not  paiyng  du^cly  nor  comcntynE  such  somJiours  na 

abode  Uppuu  the  Jclences  of  the  same  places  ;  he  reryng  at  (hat 
tyme  in  yoUrc  said  Duehie  as  gietc  lailles  and  aides  ts  were  tn 

long  tyme  before  duryng  the  werre;  and  that  caused  the 
soudiou.rs  in  diversu  stiotig  places  for  poverle,  not  havyng  hors 
nor  harneys,  and  also  the  norabre  diminisshed,  to  be  i^  Don 
poiaitc  10  m3.kc  redsicncc,  and  thai  was  a  ^^''^le  cause  of  the 
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losse  of  Nocnuuidic.  The  lossc  ut  which  caused  ihe  pcrdidon 
orGucuigne  and  Ouyeii, 

Item,  the  Due  irl  ^oincisett  wuU  ycvc  noo  counsdte,  aide 

nc  b^tpe  unio  the  c^piiauif  oi  div^r^  strongs  pioocs  an<i  g^rni- 
toBi  wilich  St  tliat  tyme,  onstrcyneii  liy  nctit',  dcairetl  ot  byai 
provision  and  icliel  foi  abillemenr  of  werrc  tti  resisle  iHe  nuliee 
of  iheiic  enemjes  daily  mikjTig  frejsli  ftfiites  of  wtjrre  uppon 
lltejm  ;  tie  gevyog  ihejin  nocni.'  iidt  not  help,  but  leli;  Iheym 
eoaiynuc  in  iheirc  maJice,  bowc  t>c  it  Lhat  diverse  place::  were 
lost  before:  and  whni  lymc  Cba.1  the  saiii  places  wctc  bescged 
>Dd  MDL  for  help  and  socoiu  utiIo  hyiii  he  wolii  graunle  nti 
nuaer  of  com/oTiG,  bui  jufTred  hem  appdnt  and  compoundc 

with  here  cQcmycs  ns  v.l-11  a^  Ihej-  myghl  for  ibcite  CdK  anil 
lUertcc,  matjng  no  raini:r  of  provisioji  for  iht-  kepjiig  of  tb^ 
places  which  rc:mn;ne<l  :  insomuch  ths^t  he  madi;  non  ordtniunM 
IHW  provision  tot  Che  Ioud,  castcil,  oiilI  placiit;  of  Kouen,  neither 
of  men,  slulTe  ne  vitailc,  the  knovtiage  that  he  hud  vf  yaurc 
eticmyo  comytig  tliereiinlo  notwitbsiundj'iig,  yevync  licence 
iiati>  itiL-  ATchieitisshopp,  chatioas  and  burgeys  of  the  3anu: 
Unin  fni  lo  goo  oi  sende  lo  conipoundc  with  yourt  encmyes  for 
itic  dciivenu.nce  of  th<:  ^iiiue,  iiotwithstondyng  that  qfuic  thai 
tyme  the  en<rayeb  wJiJtih  were  entrcd  in  to  the  sanic  toun  were 
worshiply  put  outc  and  l«tyn  ol  by  the  Jirleof  Shiowesbury  antl 
cithtfr  nolahli;  petsiines.  nnrl  withdrawen  to  Iv^ntlnifje  and 
Loviers,  and  M  that  lytne,  they  Iwyng  so  withdiawen,  licenced 
to  Bppuinte  as  it  is  aforcSieid.  Which  was  plaijily  lyeinst  hi& 
promyi,  feith  md  Uegeaunce  that  he  of  right  owcth  iintn  you, 
and  aycin^it  the  tenure  t>f  the  cndeniurcs  made  betnin  yuutt 
higlincs  and  hym  of  the  charge  al  that  londe,  the  which  licence, 
And  it  hnd  not  hen  tion,  ihe  !icid  tgiin  Imd  abiJcn  «ril(e  yoiwt 
atieisaiiDCi.',  lh«  \o&s.e  of  wEiiche  Wa4  4  vcrray  ope  .  .  .  .'  eaiUK 
<ti  the  petdi«iftn  of  Normandic. 

[i«n.  the  said  Due  of  Sometsetl,  far  lo  colour  bii  defoute* 
and  wilfull  puryLoJs  in  the  ptcmisan,  untied  in  lo  yciure  paloicv 
ni  Ruuen  tioi  viiailed  mir  fiXmiishcd]'  fur  defence,  where  lie 
inyGlit  sivcly  ab^cnlid  hym,  and  yi:ldjd  ii]i  ihi;  ^aid  i'nlaici--  and 
Cuicll,«ndniorcuvci  ether yoodiounu*,  casti:!sniid[fo.rtrcf^>e*J,' 
BsC«iid«bek,  and  <.<ihi;[  divenc,  iti  Tancarvilk,  Mouilemlleriit 
AK]ue».  key  •)!  ill  Cstl's,  not   l]i;s(rgcii   not  in    pL-icll  of  lo$-<c  «l 

liwt  tj'fne,  fat  the  ctnlArgisshynlj;)  and  delivcraunce  of  hym,  hh 
ebildle  and  goodes ;  whieh   tnyght  net,  nor  hath  not,  be  don* 

oor  seen,  by  Inwe.  resoiin  or  cfOTiikclj  o-iby  cmirs  i)r  a 

any  leflenanl,  all  though  (hat  he  hid  1)e  prisoner:  WitncrAse  ihc 
Due  of  Orliaunce,  the  Due  of  Buthon,  the  Due  ol  Alansuin  and 

udiei for  nhom  was  tintit  delyvcrcd,  ai  ihouRh  tliey  had 

■uany  Mrong  places  of  th'cite  oweiii  And  fuith^ imurt  fkiic  the 
fucTltieof  di:lyvE[a,unci:0( , tQUne::,  CASidl  a;ndfvner«»s«s 
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HhiVh  were  wcl  fumysshed  for  to  Imve  resided  ymire  enemya, 
and  tu  h.av€  bidcn  wilhlu  youic  ubeisauncc,  delyvcred  in  cnL^c 
the  lirte  of  Shrowestiury,  ihol  lyrre  Marc*call  of  Fnuoce,  and 

aihit  butable  pcrson-r-s  which  shuld  havid  dtfcfided  ^ouT^  Ilfidc 
there  ayens  iht  tnilicc  if  yuure  eriemyes  ;  and  in  likewyse 
apoinled  (o  delj'VcT  Ilontlu.  which  vji  in  nno  gici  perell,  ne 
had  be  ihm  it  wHi.  fetiirdyd  hy  yuuti"  IctUu  and  ±o  by  IhsLt 
riauduknl  and  Inurclinut  mcanc  nil  w»ji  lott  uiii  yoldon  up, 
as  hi-'TL-aflcr,  by  morr  evident  dcckcncioru  it  sliallic  cicrcl)' 
[  proved  |,' 

Item,  the  said  Dui;  vf  Sijnmrset  haihcuntcivedand  yinagined, 
helped  or  (on^nlcd  lu  Ihe  gret?  and  iniporinbk  losse  of  Cdu 
to  be  undre  i}ic  o!jeiii.-iiiriec  of  lUe  Due  of  Burgoyn.  u  it 
apperith  openly  by  divcru!  ski  lie;,  evidence!,  ond  resons ;  thai 
is  tfl  sey,  in  atmuch  ns  lie  desired  and  made  labauie^,  ot  ilI  the 
lest  loke  uppon  hym,  Tut  tn  !>e  capLten  of  the  seid  Toiin  of 
Cal»,  knowyng  and  underitondyng  well  the  grctc  mnrmut  and 
sclaiitider  whicli  ditily  rcnnylh  agayn  hym  for  the  los&e  and  sbIci 
as-  it  Ls  sujmyltid,  of  Nurmandii;,  to  ih-c  stele  discorigyng  of 
Ihc  iioudioutB  of  the  s^id  Toun  i  whcri;  as  ilic  c<:>iii«d  fain«  i« 
that  hp  will  bylike  sotill  tneanc!;  contrive  and  yinai^yn  th?  Idsm 
and  flmi'jsirtii  of  youct  ssiii  Tiiun  sf  Calss,  like  ai  ht  hath  afofe 
causid  the  perdlcion  of  youre  Dttchle  o(  Narrnanilie  ;  which 
apperith  well,  iJi  asmoch  as  he  hath  desirid  (he  termc  of  a 
niDiiyth  without  rat>rc,  ihni,  in  rase  thni  the  said  Taun  were 
bescEid  and  not  icsciiyd  within  the  Mid  monyih,  thai  than  he 
shuld  slond  discharged  though  it  were  dclyvcred  lo  >ourc 
encmyca ;  within  which  tymc  it  were  impossible,  ocnl  the  lesl 
full  Mrlikly,  i.hal  never  tpy^jhl  T«  aweniLjied  for  the  imcu  ihervf, 

whete  i<  it   may  nrtd   httlh  be  here-befi>rc  kept  fiyens  ibf  force 

of  youre  encmyct  moche  lenget  lyrni'  in  gretc  jupardy ;  which 
is  so  grcte  an  hevynesse  and  iiouble  to  youre  sold  sciadioQjrs, 
that  by  theirelnn^fage,  dcmenyng  nnd  connntinicaCLon  it  may  be 
undei^iond  that  iliey  will  not  be  so  hetlynoir  feiihfuU  to  the 
welfare  and  defence  of  the  said  Tiiuii  ns  ihcy  shuld  be  in  case 
they  had  a  caplnyn  more  agreabk  unli>  thcym.  And  alau  this 
premisae  apperith  well  in  a'moch  a.s  the  cometi  myce,  lengsge, 
■nd  fame  is,  and  also  i;ii;tL'  prcfc  and  evidence    shalbc    made 

Iheiuppon,  thai  ilic  ^eiS  Due  af  Stimt-tset,  in  hope  of  mariage 
to  he  doon  and  had  l>e  Iwlk  the  Due  ^on  of  Burgoyn  and  one 
of  his  doTighters,  had  made  a  promys^e  and  liebe^i  lo  the  said 
Dnc  o-f  BuiEojne,  or  Duchcsse  by  hts  meant,  concern  and 
mnssangcrs,  of  the  delyvcrey  of  ihc  Toun  of  Cnle>,  lo  be  done 
by  such  soiill  meaner  as  ittM  not  be  undcrst'ond  neither  of 
yourc  hijjHiines  not  of  yourc  subgctti. 

Item,   the  said  Due  of  Snmeraet  is  cause  vf  grete  burlCi 
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robbery,  Tnanslauief  and  oLhei  niyacheves  daily  done  and  eon- 
irnued.  in  this  yoaie  raialme,  iri  a&tnoch  wi  he  Dcsceyved  uid 

had  at  [he  delyvercy  of  Anjoy  and  Miyn  iij.  nij.  (72,000) 
Irantces  ot  there  abouiei,  wJiich  were  graunicd  and  otdeyned 

10  ihc  Engiisshmcn  havynj;  ihcirc  [lAerc]  lyvelotle  fox  iticice 
recompense  and  asylh  for  ihe  lyveiey  up  of  llieirc  acid  lyvclodc 
at  the  nid  lielyvtcauncc,  and  wold  nut  -dispo^-:  the  saiiic  monej' 
V)t  departs  [hcTfToni,  Imp'  I'cpttU  iL  still  to  bis  own'?  use  md 
Midler  avAile,  fiotwithsiondyog  that  he  wu  lecampensid  for 
hii  lyvidlodf  in  Ihat  cunCrey  in  youre  Dut^hit.'  of  NorniaAdie  of 
■*  mote  valut:  tlian  ilie  gifi  iherof  was  u-'orili,  which  causilh  the 
laid  Eciglisshnien  to  Iw  tietK  111  gielepoTectee;  uf  whith  [loveriee 
iK>d»utectimm)'ihj;rcic  myschuve daily  within  your«ud  tuiamc. 
And  alsu  in  5d  muche  as  many  divcrst  SDud  ioues  of  Karmandye 
were  not  paird  thtitc  wages,  wbcjc  he  icrid  grctc  and  nii1«ble 
sgmtnes  of  yuure  Du<:hicuf  Normandie  fur  t]i«r  agreincnt,  wliich 
non  poieni'^ni  and  puverk  tausilh  ahu  daily  Bircl<;  incotivcfttcnU 
within  this  yuur  lAiid«. 

Item,  ihit  iheic  fOTsaid  articles  and  payntz  be  just  and  true 

11  may  well  appere  by  many  grele  prusuraijciuns  besidL'  evident 
prefcs  IhaL  &halbe  niad^^  Ihereiippun  with  open  and  notarie  firaa 
And  voice  oi  ihc  people,  and  also  inasniucli  as  the  said  Due  of 
Somerset  hath  he  duubic  aod  untrue:  in  ninny  and  diverse 
iroiatcs,  ;Liid  in  espceiall  that  he  halh  dcsirid  1  lecg'inpense  of 
youre  high nes  for  the  coumc  of  Mayn  fottbcddyvcnuicc  therofi 

ifhcr<  It  Was  specified  i<l  yoU^e  iijUrc^,  pplentcs  of  ^tivi  gr&unlC 

therof  ij>  hyin  rviadt:  ihnl  ye  shokl  be  at  yntii  libtrlee  ti>  dispose 
it  at  your  plci^eie  in  case  thai  yti  tui  Ihu  nieani?  nf  the  peaae 
wold  do  make  a  lyi'erey  tbereof  unto  youre  micle  of  Fraunce  ! 
uid  yit  at  the  lyme  of  delyviTBUtice  thereof  he  wold  not  ajicc 
ihcrto  unto  tyme  Ihat  hi;  were  rccompensid,  as  it  i^  afoitsa-id, 
in  ynuic  Duchie  of  Fiomiandic  to  a  more  value  than  his  said 
STSonle  druc  to. 

Item,  ihees  forsaid  article*,  eveiyghc  of  Iheycn  and  <v((y 
parte  ftf  ihefiii,  ])Ui[)<}syih  d.ikd  ininlstH  J,  lUehatd,  Due  of 
V<wk,  ayens  the  said  Due  of  Siomersell  joyntly  and  severally 
n-Dt  alleigne  la  a  mote  itrale  nor  chargealile  prefe  Lhnn  your 
lawe  in  such  case  and  prrices5,e  will  re<iT]ire  ;  desiryng  uf  youje 
highncSM;  and  lichtitous  Justice  that  in  asnioche  as  lawfully 
mayayciut  hytn  be  foundon  or  prcvid,  that  jugemetit  in  that 
panic  be  haul  and  c^cculid  unto  youre  hif^huts  for  youia  and 
)oure  roialmefi  prg^pcrile  and  weLfare,  indcnde  not  elks  bo| 
ibc  salvacion  and  indenipnile  of  youre  most  roiale  ptisofie,  and 
alao  aJlc  y&ure  fcditifull  subg-eitt,  in  which  y  ri^porte  me  to  God 
Uidall  the  word  [wirr/ii]. 

I  imagine  this  paper  must  have  been  really  handed 
in  by  Vork  lu  the  lords  (i(  ihki  Kiiig,'5  Council,     li  U 
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preserved  among  the  mss.  in  the  Cottonian  Library, 

a  large  number  of  which  were  undoubtedly  at  one 
time  p&rt  of  the  public  records  of  (he  realm.  But  in 
any  case  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  Somerset  under- 
stood quite  sufficiently  the  grounds  on  which  he  was 
so  generally  hated  ;  nor  h  it  by  atiy  mtans  improbabk 
that  the  armed  remonstrance  of  the  DuVe  of  Yoik 
produced  some  reat  effect,  if  only  for  a  time.  This 
at  least  we  know,  that  only  four  daya  after  the  oath 
taken  by  York  at  St.  Paul's,  active  and  energetic 
Deboccgr  measures  began  to  be  taken  for  the  de- 
c^a-  fence  of  Calais.    Historians,  as  Sir  Hairis 

Nicolas  truly  remarks,  do  not  seem  hitherto  to  have 
been  aware  of  the  imminent  danger  in  which  ev'en 
Calais  at  this  tJmu  stood  of  being  lost,  like  the  other 
English  conquests,  a  full  century  before  it  was  actually 
recovered  by  the  French.  Rumours  that  Calais 
would  be  besieged  reached  England  in  the  beginning 
of  May  1450,  along  with  the  news  of  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk's  murder.'  In  August  1451  a  reinforcement 
of  I  r5o  men  was  sent  thither  in  twelve  vessels,  under 
the  Lords  Beauchamp  and  Sudeley.  In  the  February 
following,  as  we  have  seen,  York  wrote  of  the  success 
of  tht  French  in  (Jascony  having  emboldened  ihetti 
to  lay  siege  to  Calais  again.  And  now,  on  the  14th 
of  March,  when  Charles  was  advancing  towards  the 
last  English  strongholdn  with  the  most  formidabte 
army  that  had  been  seen  for  years,  and  when  men 
had  begun  to  fear  that  he  would  be  able  not  only 
to  gain  possession  of  Calais  with  ease,  but  even  to 
invade  and  ravage  England,  steps  were  at  last  taken 
for  the  immediate  formation  of  a  fleet. 

A  royal  navy  had  undoubtedly  existed  for  a  long 
time  before  the  days  of  Henry  vi.,  but  it  never 
atnounted  in  itself  to  a.  very  formidable  force,  and  in 
time  of  war  recourse  was  always  had  to  impressment 
on  the  large  scale.  But  the  neglect  of  the  sea  was  1 
during  this  tclgn  the  constat:!  complaint  of  English- 
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men.  For  want  or  an  efficient  fleet  the  mercantile 
iTIltrest  continually  suffered,  the  fisheries  could  not 
uiely  be  visited,  and  even  the  dwellers  at  home  were 
insecure.  The  fact  was  confessed  by  tJie  greatest 
eulogists  of  Henry  vi.,  who  had  not  a  thought  of 
impugning  his  government.  'Our  enemies,'  says 
Capgrave  in  hi&  Illustrious  Jfenries, — '  Our  enemies 
iBUgh  at  us.  They  say,  "Take  off  the  ship  from 
your  precious  motiey,  and  stamp  a  sheep  upon  it  to 
signify  your  sheepish  minds."  W'q  who  usod  to  be 
coDfiuerors  of  all  nations  are  now  conqueied  by  aW. 
The  men  of  old  used  to  say  that  the  sea  was 
England's  wall,  and  now  our  enemies  have  got  upon 
the  ■wall  J  what  think  you  they  will  do  to  the  defence- 
le^  inhabitants?  Because  this  business  has  been 
neglected  for  so  many  years  it  now  happens  that 
ships  art  scanty,  and  sailors  also  few.  and  such  as  we 
have  unskilled  for  want  of  exercise.  May  God  take 
away  our  reproach  and  raise  up  a  spirit  of  bravery  in 
our  nation  t '  ^ 

There  were  already  available  for  the  king's  service 
a  certain  numher  of  ships  in  the  Thames,  and  at 
WincheJsca  and  Sandwich.  The  chief  of  these 
vessels  was  called  the  Grace  Dieu—a.  name  which 
was  perhaps  traditional,  for  it  was  handed  down  to 
Tudor  times  when,  with  the  king's  own  Christian 
name  prefixed,  it  was  always  given  to  the  largest  of 
the  fleet-  The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury*  was  appointed 
to  take  the  command  of  the  whole  army  at  sea,  and 
efforts  were  made  to  augment  the  squadron  with  as 
large  a  force  as  possible.  On  the  i4ili  gf  March 
145?  ^  commission  was  given  to  Lord  Clifford,  which 
vas  doubtless  one  of  a  number   given    lo  various 

'  C*/gwarf  di  fifust.  tltnriijt.  135. 

'  T^*  fItHry  Omce  J^itit  of  ttcnrj'  Vlll.'^  time  is,  ti'>W<Vcr,  tftLlcF  ltllO"W1i 
IJril"  popiiUl  rpiibct  oribe  Grtat  Harry. 

'The  Earl  af  SlucwaKufy,  aj  ^rcaHy  mmliaaed,  tad  bern  ^vrn  up  lu 
Ibe  French  in  i^^g  14  a  ho^Enec  fur  ilif  clrUvfry  of  ctn^iiii  mvn?.  \\\ 
NofOiUtJy,  It  i-i  wiid  {h-ll  >lv  ^nJy  mrovered  ^i«  Ijheirly  on  lakinq  CAlli 
never  III  bear  aim'^  again  seaintl  Ihc  rrcmrti,  bin  lli«t  cin  rl-iiLin);  Komc  in 
the  »«  or  Jubilee,  MSo.  reobiAined  Mi  abjiilulion  finin  IhLi  ciiKai^niinl. 
—/imm  SyMi  Oftra,  (41 
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noblemen,  to  iiegotifite  for  ihis  purpose  with  ship- 
owoeis,  knights,  and  gentlemen  in  the  district  where 
he  cominonTy  resided ;  and  he  was  instructed  to  take 
the  command  of  all  such  vessels  as  he  could  raise, 
and  bring  them  into  the  Downs  to  join  with  Shrews- 
bury. The  appeal  to  patriotism  was  not  made  in 
Tain.  Many  shipowners  came  forward,  offering  not 
only  to  lend  but  to  victual  their  own  ship:^  for  the 
service.  But  full  powers  ivet^  also  given  to  arrest 
ships,  shipmasters,  and  mariners,  to  make  up  a 
sufficient  number.  To  every  man  not  furnished 
with  victuals  by  the  benevolence  of  others,  twelve 
pence  a  week  was  offered  on  the  king's  behalf,  with 
a  customary  share  in  any  booty  that  he  might  help 
to  capture  at  sea.  Captains  of  ships  were  to  have  in 
addition  a  reward  of  ten  marks,  or  ^lo,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  Lord  Clifford.  Altogether  we  may  presume 
that  the  defensive  measures  taken  at  this  time  were 
sufficient,  for  we  hear  no  more  during  the  next  few 
years  of  any  attempt  to  lay  siege  to  Calais. 


Amnesty  at  hi>me^Dtsaster  Abroad 

As  Xo  internal  dissensions  at  home,  it  wiis  quite 
in  accordance  with  the  weakness  of  the  king's 
General  character  to  believe  that  he  had  now 
p«rfon-  stilled  the  chief  elements  of  danger.  His 
piety  suggested  to  him  to  complete  the  good  work 
by  a  general  political  amnesty.  The  year  1450,  as 
being  the  concluding  year  of  a  half  century,  had 
been  celebrated  as  a  jubilee  at  Rome,  during  which 
a  general  indulgence  and  pardon  were  granted  to  all 
who  visited  the  Imperial  City.  There  was  also, 
according  to  precedent,  a  bull  issued  at  the  close  of 
the  year  to  extend  these  benefits  srill  further. 
Taking  his  example  from  the  great  Spiritual  Ruler, 
the  king,  on  Good  Friday,  the  7th  of  April  145?, 
offered  publicly  a  general  pardon  to  all  who  had 
been  guilty  of  acts  of  disloyalty  to  himself,  and  who 
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would  apply  to  his  Chancery  for  letters  paient.' 
Thfi  offer  was,  undoubtedly,  both  gracious  and 
humane.  Il  sprang  Trom  a  genuine  love  of  peace 
on  the  king's  part,  and  probably  went  far  lo  make 
the  govcrnmem  of  Somerset  endurable  for  some 
months  longer.  Amid  the  confusion  and  iroubles 
of  the  times,  tliousands  must  have  felt  that  they 
needed  the  roj'al  clctnency  to  ptoteci  ihcm  against 
the  severity  of  the  laws.  One  hundred  and  forty-four 
persons,  among  whom  was  Thomas  Voung  of  Bristol 
— be  who  had  proposed  in  rarhament  that  York 
should  be  proclaimed  heir  to  the  CronTi — obtained 
sealed  pardons  on  that  verj'  Ouod  Friday.  Some 
two  or  three  thousand  Others  laid  claim  to  (be  like 
indulgence,  and  bad  patent-s  granted  lo  ihem  at  a 
later  date."  Only  a  verj'  few  ptisons  were  excepted 
on  account  of  the  enormity  of  thtir  offences. 

One  part  of  his  kingdom,  however,  Henry  himself 
did  not  ctpect  to  pacify  by  such  means  only.  The 
state  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  had  been  60  re- 
presented to  him  that  he  felt  it  necessary  (o  send 
thither  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  '  Great  riots,  extortions, 
horrible  wrongs  and  hurts,'  were  the  subject  of 
complaint,  and  nothing  but  an  impartial  inquiry 
would  give  satisfaction.  The  duke  on  coming  into 
the  country  issued  a  proclamation,  urging  all  who 
had  any  complaints  to  make,  to  lay  them  freely  and 
fearlessly  before  him.  But  free  and  fearless  evidence 
was  not  likely  to  be  had  without  a  strong  guarantee 
for  the  protection  of  witnesses.    Already  the  news  of 

■  Whethojuslcdr.  317. 

•Tlie  nflcnv«  a(t  ^1  pnttjej  en  Ihc  Pur^u  KoUof  30  and  31;  Henry  *i. 
AmoOE  'he  hosuot  leu  inirrcsiing  nunts,  *e  (inJ  Ihm  [he  Dukr  dC  York 
tOCiJc  Du!  ■  jianJon  <tn  iht-  jril  of  June^  Ihr  Duke  of  NrnTFolli  nnd  itie  yauuft 
Dokt  of  &u9blk  en  Ott  ^jrd  dF  ibc  same  monib  :  Tliiynim.  Pi:r;7,  Lar3 
EptOlOOt,  iin  III*  li(  :  Thjinn  Courtcnay,  Karl  of  Devon,  on  tht  wjlh.  and 
Sa  WillLajn  OldKall,  wliu  ii  callciJ  uf  llunMlon,  aa  ihv  itxh.  Rilph,  Lord 
Cromvt3l.  Jtad  ^ne  091  iltc  j^nd  May,  and  R^bcn  Wyrinynsioiii  of  Dart- 
moiilli  (ili-c  XTirtcuf  LcllTrdS)  uii  ihc  liik  July,  On  the  iiin  July  1  joini 
pudon  W3t  given  id  St;  Henry  Percy,  Lord  FonyiiBB.  ind  Eleanor,  his 
•rifc,  Idn.w01ni.11  and  bcir  of  Sir  Rqt>cri  Pfltlyntes.  Al  Ulei  dilMW?  b«VE 
>1m>  pudoiu  io  Heniy.  Viwounl  BourchiL-i,  and  Sit  Jobn  Tolhot,  wm  knd 
bc^  of  the  £ar]  of  Sbrewibiiry, 
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the  duke's  coining  had  got  winii  and  some  of  the 
dependants  of  Lord  Scalts,  who  had  hcen  amongst 
the  principal  offenders,  had  given  notice  that  any 
complaints  against  /^rw  would  be  redressed  in 
another  fashion  after  the  duke's  departure.  In  ihe 
absence  of  the  duke  Lord  Scales  had  been  always 
hitherto  the  natural  ruler  of  thu  county,  and  it  was 
under  his  protection  that  Sir  Thomas  Tuddenham, 
Sir  Miles  Stapleton,  John  Heydon,  and  others  had 
doied  to  make  themselves  unpopular.  Norfolk 
according))/  declared  in  the  same  proclamation  that 
he  intended  henceforth  to  viiidtc.ile  for  himstlf  so 
long  as  he  lived  the  chief  power  and  authority  in  the 
county  which  bore  his  name,  subject  only  to  that  of 
the  king  himself  And  to  give  still  greater 
roYalniit  encouragement  to  the  well-disposed,  he 
i^Nflffoik,  announced  that  the  king  himsL-lf  would 
shortly  visit  the  county,,  before  whom  all  who  desired 
it  should  have  their  grievances  redressed.' 

That  the  king  actually  x'isited  Norfolk  at  this  time 
I  do  not  find  from  any  other  evidence,  A  letter 
written  on  St.  George's  Day  says  that  he  had  been 
expected  at  Norwich  or  Claxton  for  ten  days  past. 
Encouraged  hy  the  duke's  proclamationj  several 
gentlemen  of  the  county  had  drawn  up  a  complaint 

,  .  against  Charles  Nowell,  and  were  waiting 

ConipUunr  ^   ,  .  ,  _  »        .R 

!»pumCii^lE=   to  know  in   what    manner   they  shouSd 
Noweii.  present  it.     This  Charles  and  a  number 

of  others  appear  to  have  been  keeping  the  country 
east  of  Norwich  at  the  time  in  continual  alarm  and 
confusion.  They  held  their  rendezvous  at  the  house 
of  one  Robert  Ledeham,  from  which  they  would 
issue  out  in  band.5  of  six,  or  twelve,  or  sometimes 
thirty  or  more,  fully  armed  with  bows  and  arrows, 
spears  and  bills,  jacks  and  sallets,-  No  piace  was 
'  sacred  from  their  outrages.  On  Mid-Lent  Sunday 
they  had  attacked  two  servants  of  the  Bishop  of 
Norwich  inside  the  church  at  Burhngham,  and 
I  No.  1T3.  'CoauafmailuHlhielindi. 
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woiihl  have  killed  ihem  behind  ihe  priest's  back 
while  they  wert:  kneotiny  at  the  mass.  Oji  the  6th 
of  April  they  had  endeavoured  to  brcalt  into  the 
White  Friars  at  Norwich  on  pretence  of  wishing  to 
hear  evetisong:.  but  having  publicly  declared  in  the 
town  ihat  they  intended  to  get  hold  of  certain 
citizens,  either  alive  or  deitd,  the  doors  were  s,hut 
against  them.  Happily,  before  they  accomplished 
their  purpose  the  mayor  and  aldermen  came  to 
the  spot.  A  muUiiude  of  people  had  meanwhile 
assembled  in  the  streets,  and  the  rioters,  finding  ihc 
odds  considerably  against  them,  (juieily  took  their 
departure.' 

John  Paston  had  a  complaint  of  his  own  to  make 
against  these  wrongdoers.  Charles  Nowell  himself, 
and  five  others,  had  attacked  him  at  the 
d<K>T  oi  Nofwicli  Cathedral.  Ha  had 
with  him  at  the  time  two  sen'ants,  one 
of  whom  received  a  tilow  on  the  naked 
head  with  a  sword;  and  ho  himself  was  seized  and 
had  his  arms  held  behind  hiai,  while  one  of  the 
company  struck  at  him.  But  for  a  timely  rescue  his 
deaiii  would  seem  to  have  been  cerlain.  On  the 
very  day  on  which,  this  occurred  his  wife's  uncle, 
Philip  Herney,  was  waylaid  by  some  of  the  same 
fellowship,  in  the  highway  under  Thorpe  Wood. 
Berney  was  riding,  accompanied  by  a  single  servant, 
when  their  two  horses  first  were  wounded  by  a 
discharge  of  arrows.  They  were  then  speedily 
overtaken  by  their  assailants,  who  broke  a  bow  over 
Philip  Berney's  head,  and  took  him  prisoner, 
declaring  him  to  be  a  traito^r.  To  give  a  further 
colour  to  their  proceedings,  they  led  him  prisoner  to 
the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  demanding  surety  of  him 
to  keep  the  peace,  and,  when  they  had  ohtained  it, 
Icl  him  go.  Philip  Berney  lived  more  than  a  year 
alter  the  adventure,  but  he  never  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  this  rough  usage.^ 
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Outrages  like  tlicsc,  it  must  be  remembcredy  were 
not  lilt  work  uf  lawless  brigands  and  recognised 
eiieniies  of  the  wiiule  00111  munily.  They  were  merely 
the  effect  of  party  spirit.  Thu  men  who  did  thctnl 
were  supported  by"nubiniien  and  country  geiulemetiJ 
One,  by  nanit  Roger  Cliurch,  proliably  ihe  most 
daring,  and  at  the  same  time  tht  most  subtle,  of  the 
gang,  had  got  himself  made  bailiff  of  the  hundred  of 
fiioheld.'  Charles  Nowel!  was  a  friend  of  Thomas 
Daniel,  who,  after  being  a  year  and  a.  half  out  of 
favour,  had  recently  recovered  his  influence  in 
Norfolk  through  t!ie  medium  of  the  Uuke  of 
Somerset.-  IJy  this  means  he  seems  again  to  have 
obtained  possession  of  the  manor  of  Uradeston,  the 
right  to  which  he  had  disputed  in  1450,  apparently 
more  Ijy  arms  than  by  lavs-,  with  Oabert  Mounlford, 
marshal  of  Calais.  Charles  Nowell  was  appointed 
by  Daniel  baibff  of  the  manor,  with  the  slender  but  not 
insignificant  salary  of  twopence  a-day ;  and  he  and 
his  fellows,  Roger  Church,  Robert  Ledeham,  John 
RalclilT,  and  Robert  Dalling,  made  it  their  ehief 
business  to  maintain  iJanicl  in  possession. 

To  put  an  end  to  such  a  state  of  matters  as  this, 
the  Dulne  of  Norfolk's  coming;  must  have  been  truly 
welcome.  But  if  any  man  expected  that  the  power 
of  duke  or  king  could  suddenly  terminate  the  leign 
uf  anarchy,  and  initiate  an  era  of  plaiii  iiii[3uniAl 
justice,  he  must  have  been  a  sanguine  mortal.  As 
one  of  the  first  effects  of  the  nuke's  coming,  some  of 
the  leading  oppressors  of  the  country  were  driven  to 
Ro  etOiuicli  ^  course  of  chicajiery  instead  of  violence. 

of  his  own  company,  and  was  brought  before  the  duke 
an  a  promoter  of  sedition,  He  was  accused  of  having 
taken  part  in  an  unlawful  assembly  at  Postwick,  with 
the  view  of  stirring  up  an  insurrection.  He  con- 
fessed ihe  fact,  and  offered  to  lurn  king's  evidence 
on  his  accomplices.  He  then  named  a  number  of 
JKu».in,Mi.  -No  n» 
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thrifty  husbandmen,  fa.rini;rs,  and  genlkmffn  of  the 

neighbojrhood,  alleging  that  about  lliree  hundred 
persons  were  implicated  in  the  intended  rising.  The 
Lrulh,  as  it  presently  turned  out,  and  as  Church  him- 
self afterwards  confessed,  was,  that  the  movement 
had  been  gol  up  by  himself,  at  the  instigation  of 
Robert  Ledham,  who  promised  to  procure  his  pardon 
through  the  influence  of  Daniel.  Uy  solicilations 
addressed  lo  various  unsteady  characters  he  had 
induced  aome  lo  believe  that  an  insurrection  would 
be  well  supported.  A  little  company  of  fifteen  men 
accordingly  met  him  under  a  wood  at  Postwick,  and 
he  told  them  he  had  discovered  an  excellent  name 
for  their  captain,  who  should  be  called  John  Amend- 
All.  But  bt-yond  this  meeting  and  naming  of  the 
captain  nothing  seems  ever  to  have  come  of  Che 
project. ' 

John  Paston  was  certainly  one  of  those  mentioned 
by  Church.  The  chief  persons  accused  were  the 
friends  of  Osbert  Mountford,  and  Pa.ston  was  one 
of  them.  But  John  Falgate,  one  of  the  deluded 
victims  who  had  been  present  al  the  meeting  at 
Post  wick,  being  subjected  to  examination  before  ihe 
sherifif,  exonerated  Paston,  and,  while  acknowledg- 
ing his  owii  share  in  the  conspiracy,  pronounced  the 
tale  told  by  Roger  Church  in  his  confession  to  be 
altogether  an  invention.  We  need  not  he  surprised 
to  hear  (hat  after  this  a  petition  from  the  county  of 
Norfolk  was  sent  up  trj  the  T,ord  Chancellor,  praying 
that  Church  should  not  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  tJie 
general  pardon,  offered  upon  Good  Friday.'  But 
Church  persevered  in  his  policy.  He  appears  to 
have  been  a  reckless  kind  of  adventurer.  He 
probably  claimed  the  benefit  of  clergy,  for  wc  find 
hira  three  monlhs  after  his  arrest  in  the  hands  of 
officers  of  the  Uishop  of  Norwich.  His  goods  also 
were  seized  for  a  debt  that  he  owed  the  bishop. 
»  Nat  vn.in, iM. im. aoi. 

1  The  pB>L<lV>.   1   itliinL,    niiiu^C    hdve    htcn  t^nctrisl^  f^f   1   i^jii   Qgt   fir>j 
Qiyicli'k  wlhu  on  tbe  Pa.rdeH  Keil,  jaacd  31  HLnry  uj. 
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But  in  spite  of  the  contradiction^  given  by  other 
witnesses,  in  July  he  adhered  to  what  he  had  said 
in  April,  and  instead  of  retracting  his  former  accusa- 
tions, said  he  meant  to  impeach  some  one  else  whom 
he  could  not  at  that  time  name, — a  ina.n  who,  he 
said,  had  more  money  in  his  purse  than  all  of  those 
whom  he  had  accused  before.  The  coolness  with 
with  which  he  perasted  in  these  slalements  gave 
an  impression  Chat  he  was  even  yet  relying  upon 
powerful  friends  to  support  him.' 

The  conclusion  of  theaifair  must  be  a  matter  of 
speculation,  for  we  hear  nothing  more  of  it.  The 
poUtical  history  of  England,  too,  is,  at  this  point, 
almost  a  blank.  We  know  from  the  Privy  Council 
Proceedings  that  there  was  some  difficulty  in  the 
spring  of  1453  in  preserving  friendly  relations  with 
ScolLand  in  consequence  of  some  Border  outrages 
perpetrated  by  the  Earl  of  Douglas.  And  this  is 
absolutely  all  the  light  we  have  on  the  domestic 
alTairs  of  England  for  about  a  twelvemonth  after  the 
Duke  of  York's  oath  of  allegiance  at  St.  Paul's,  t 
have  found,  however,  by  an  examination  of  the  dates 
A  tajwA  ^^  privy  seals,  that  in  July  the  king  beg«i 
irosire-.  a  progress  into  I  he  west  of  England,  which 
is  tiot  altc^ether  without  significance-  He  reached 
Exeter  on  the  iSth,  and  from  thence  proceeded  by 
Wells,  Gloucester,  Monmouth,  and  Hereford  to 
Ludlow,  where  he  arrived  on  the  1 3th  of  August,  and 
from  which  he  returned  homewards  by  Kenilworlh 
and  Woodstock,  arriving  at  Eltham  in  tlit,iGi^ nnulg 
of  September.  In  October  he  made  aJtDthdj.yBwuit 
northwards  by  St.  AEbans  to  Stamford,  Peterborou;; 
and  Cambridge,  There  can  hardly  be 
object  of  these  journeys  was  mainly  to  conciliate 
those  who  had  declared  their  opposition  to  the  Duke 
of  Somerset,  especially  when  we  consider  that  the 
visit  to  Ludlow  must  have  been  nothing  less  than 
a  visit  to  the  Duke  of  York.  Voiit  was  now 
L  Nte.  177,  im  uo. 
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more,  than   pardoned.      He  was   honoured  by  his 

Finnncially,  however,  we  may  well  suppose  that 
ihu  duke  was  Hot  ihe  better  of  the  royal  visit. 
Perhaps  also  llie  state  of  the  country  did  not  con- 
duce lo  tile  prosperity  of  great  landowners.  At  all 
e\-cnta  we  find  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  York  was 
glad  to  pledge  some  pieces  of  jewellery  to  Sir  [ohn 
Kaslolf  for  a  loan  arjf^457,  to  be  repaid  next  Mid- 
stimmer.'  The  irajisaction  i:;  tn  evci-y  way  curious, 
as  illj;itratir)g  the  sort  of  dealings  in  money  mailers 
which  were  at  that  time  by  no  means  uncommon 
among  knighls  and  noblemen.  It  is  certainly  highly 
characteristic  of  such  a  knight  as  Sir  John  Fastolf, 
who,  quite  unlike  the  KalslnfF  of  the  dramatist, 
instead  of  hdng  always  needy,  was  always  seeking 
to  increase  the  wealth  that  he  had  amassed  by  long 
ye&Ti  of  thrift  and  frugality. 

We  have  had  occasion  to  mention  the  historic 
Fastolf  before;  and  it  is  time  that  wc  should  now 
direct  attention  to  the  circumstances  of 
his  private  life  and  his  connection  with  "'  "  "'""  ' 
the  Paston  family.  John  Faston,  as  the  reader  has 
already  been  informed,  was  ultimately  his  executor, 
and  to  this  circumstance  may  safely  be  attributed  the 
preiervatjon  of  so  many  of  his  letters,  most  of  which 
have  certainly  been  handled  down  with  the  papers 
of  the  I'aston  family.  NeveTtheles.K,  up  to  the  time 
at  which  we  have  now  arrived  we  do  not  find  that 
he  directly  corresponded  with  any  of  them,  We  con 
sef,  hoWev^r,  that  he  had  a  high  regard  for  John 
PasfonS  advice  in  business,  and  sometimes  sent 
^letters  and  documents  of  importance  by  him  to  his 
agenr  in  Norfolk,  Sir  Thomas  Howes.'-  He  seems 
to  have  been  related  in  blood  to  John  I'aston's  wife,' 


■  No.  ISt.  *  Nu.,  113.  U9,  132,  US,  ISt.  169, 
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and  he  acknowledges  Paston  himself  as  his  cousin 
in  his  will.  From  ihe  general  tenor  of  most  of  his 
letters  we  should  certainly  no  more  suspect  him  of 
being  the  old  soldier  timt  he  actually  was  than  of 
being  Shnkespeare's  fat.  disorderly  knight.  Every 
sentence  in  them  refers  to  lawsuits  and  title-deeds, 
extortions  and  injuries  received  from  othets,  forged 
processes  affecting  property,  writs  of  one  kind  or 
another  to  be  rssued  aj^ainst  his  adversaries,  hbels 
mtered  against  himself,  and  matters  of  the  like 
description.  Altogether  the  perusal  is  apt  to  give 
us  an  impression  that  Sir  John  would  have  made  an 
acute  and  able,  though  perhaps  not  very  highminded, 
solicitor.  If  ever  his  agent,  Sir  Thomas  Howes,  was, 
or  seemed  to  be,  a  little  remiss  in  regard  to  so<iiie 
par licular  interest,  he  was  sure  lo  hear  of  it,  and  yet 
woe  to  him  if  he  did  things  on  his  own  responsibility 
which  Hirned  out  afterwards  to  be  a  failure.'  Sir  John 
was  not  the  man  to  pass  over  lightly  injuries  done  by 
inadvertence. 

The  familiarity  shown  byFastolf  with  all  the  fDrms 
and  processes  of  the  law  is  probably  due  not  so  much 
to  the  peculiarity  of  his  personal  character  as  to  tlic 
fact  that  a  knowledge  of  legal  lechnicalitieswas  mucii 
more  widely  diffus<>d  in  thai  day  than  H  is  in  ours. 
Even  in  the  days  when  Master  Shallow  iirst  made 
himself  ridiculous  to  a  London  audience  by  claiming 
to  be  justi<^e  of  the  pe4Ce  and  cof<i>»,  (uslitinyum,  and 
raU'/oruiH,  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  the 
knowledge  of  legal  terms  and  processes  was  not  a 
thing  so  entirely  profess  ion  jil  as  it  is  now.  But  if  we 
go  back  to  an  earlier  time,  the  Paston  letters  affbril 
ample  evidence  that  every  man  who  had  property  to 
prot<Jci,  if  not  every  well-educated  woman  also,  was 
perfectly  well  versed  in  the  ordinary  forms  of  legal 
processes.  Sir  John  Fastolf  had  a  great  deal  of 
property  to  take  care  of,  and  consequently  had  much 
more  occasion  to  make  use  of  legal  phrasetilog)'  than 
'  No.  Its. 
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other  people.  Had  it  been  otherwise  we  should 
hardly  have  had  any  letters  of  his  at  all ;  for  the 
on\y  use  of  writing  to  him,  and  probably  to  most 
Other  people  in  those  days,  was  to  commismcate  on 
matters  of  business- 

There  are  also  parts  of  his  corresfjondence  from 
which  we  miyhl  atmost  mki  that  Sir  John  wa*  a 
meruhant  as  well  as  a  lawyer.  His  ships  were  i:on- 
linually  pas^inj;  between  I.undon  and  Yarmouth, 
carrying  on  the  outward  voyatse  buildinf;  matt.-rials 
for  his  works  at  (Jaistcr,  and  bringing  hnme  malt  or 
other  produce  from  the  county  of  Norfolli.  In  two 
of  his  letters  we  have  references  to  his  little  ship  T/ji 
filyihe}  which,  however,  was  only  ohl-  of  several ;  for, 
in  the  year  1443.  he  obtained  .t  licence  from  the 
Crown  to  keep  no  less  than  siv  vessels  in  his  service. 
Tliese  are  described  as  of  four  different  kinds:  two 
being  what  weri:  called  'plaj'ics,'  a  third  a  'cogship.' 
a  fourth  a  ' farecoft,' and  the  two  others  "balingcrs,' 
for  the  carriage  of  poods  and  building  materials  for 
tite  use  of  his  household.  These  vessels  were  to  Ije 
free  from  all  liability  Ic  arrest  for  the  service  of  the 
Wing.* 

The  object  of  these  building  operation*  was  the 
erection  of  a  stalely  castle  at  Caister,  not  fur  from 
Yarmouth,  the  place  of  the  old  warrior's  liuiijinKof 
birth.  As  earlj-  xs  the  rei>;n  of  Henry  v.,  '^'''""  '^"■"'=- 
it  seems,  he  had  oblainetl  licfnre  lo  fortify  a  dwelling 
there,  'so  strong;  as  hiitiself  could  dt.'vi.se' i^  Imt  his 
occupation  in  the  h'rench  wars  had  sitspended  a 
design  which  must  have  lueen  a  special  object  with 
him  all  through  life.  The  manorof  ( jisler  had  come 
to  him  by  natural  descent  from  his  paternal  ancestry ; 
but  even  during  his  mother's  widowhood,  when  Sir 
John  was  a  youny  man  of  about  six-and-Cwtnty,  we 
find  that  she  g.ive  up  her  life  tenure  of  it  lo  vest  it 
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entirely  in  her  son.*  Since  that  day  he  had  been 
abroad  with  Ht;nry  v.  at  Agincourt  and  al  tht  sie^c 
of  Rouen.  "Hi?" had "afTerwa:f3s~ served  in  Trance 
under  the  Regent  Bedford, — had  taken  several  strong 
castles  and  one  illustrious  prisoner, ^-=-ha(l  held  the 
government  of  conquered  clislricts,  and  had  fought, 
generally  with  success  and  glory,  in  almost  every 
great  liaille  of  the  period.  Nor  had  he  been  free^ 
even  on  his  ri^tuni  lo  England,  Co  go  at  once  and 
spend  the  rest  of  his  days  on  his  paternal  domains 
in  Niirfalk.  His  counsels  were  needed  by  his 
sovereign.  His  experience  abroad  must  have  quali- 
fied him  to  g\ve:  imiJOrtAiit  advice  on  many  subjects 
of  vital  interest  touching  Imlh  France  and  England, 
anJ  we  have  evidence  llial  he  was,  at  leaai 
occasionally,  siimnnoned  to  take  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  I'rivy  Council.  Hut  now,  when  he 
was  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  the  dreniu  of 
his  youth  w,is  going  to  be  realised.  Masons  and 
bricklayers  were  busy  at  Caister^  building  up  for  him 
a  magnificent  edifice,  of  which  ihe  ruins  are  al  this 
day  the  most  interesting  feature  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Sadly  im[>erfect  ruins  indeed  they  arc,~- 
in  some  places  even  the  foundations  would  seem 
to  have  disappeared,  or  else  the  plan  of  the  building 
is  not  very  intelligible ;  but  a  noble  tower  still  rises 
to  a  height  of  ninety  feel,^itfi  top  possessed  by 
jackdaws, — and  a  \aTge  extent  of  mouldered  wallSj 
pierced  with  loopholes  and  surmounted  by  remains 
of  battlements,  enable  the  imagination  to  realise 
what  Caister  Castle  must  have  been  when  it  was 
finished  four  hundred  years  agn.  A  detached  frag- 
ment of  these  ruins,  too,  goes  hy  the  name  of  the 
BargehouBe  ;  and  there,  iK'nealh  a  low-browed  arcK 
still  visible,  tradition  reports  that  Sir  John  Fastolfs 
bai^e  or  liaises  would  issue  out  on  their  voy^es  or 
enttr  on  iheir  return  home. 

I  See  'Knily  I>o(tiiiwnli'irt  iMi.  voliiiiic,  p.  A. 
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According  to  Mr.  Dawson  Turner,  the  foundations 
of  Caister  Castle  must  have  inclosed  a.  space  of  more 
than  six  acres  of  ground.'  The  invtnlory  of  the 
furniture  cunlaincd  in  it  at  Fastolf's  death  ^  enume- 
mtes  no  less  than  six-and- twenty  chambers,  tkisides 
the  public  rooms,  chapel,  and  oHices.  An  edJIice 
on  such  a  scale  must  have  been  some  time  in 
building: — many  years  we  should  suppose,  passed 
ftway  before  it  was  completed.  And  we  ate  not 
without  evidence  that  such  was  actually  the  case; 
for  a  chamber  was  set  apart  for  ihe  lady  Milicent, 
Fastolf's  wife,  who  is  believed  to  have  died  in  1446, 
and  yet  the  works  were  sliil  going  on  in  1453.  In 
this  latter  year  we  find  that  John  I'ttslon  was  allowed 
to  have  some  cOftro]  of  the  building  Operations,  and 
that  chiuiiliers  were  to  be  built  for  him  and  his  wife. 
Meanwhile  it  a|ipears  he  had  chosen  an  aparlmcni  in 
which  to  sot  Mp  his  coPer5  and  his  counting-board 
for  the  time.  I'ossihiy  when  he  was  able  to  visit 
Caister  he  may  have  acted  as  paymaster  of  the 
works,* 

The  great  castle,  however,  was  now  not  far  from 
completion ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  following  year 
Sir  John  Faytoif  had  removed  from  London  and  li»ken 
up  his  residi^ncc  at  Caister,  where,  with  the  exception 
of  one  singlewisit  to  the  capital,  beseems  to  have 
spent  all  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

We  have  said  that  very  few  notices  ari;  to  be  found 
of  the  interruil  affairs  of  England  in  the  year  1453, 
subsefjuent  to  the  Duke  of  Vork  swearing  alltglance 
at  Sl  Paul's.     But  jusl  aliout  that  time,  or  not  very 
long  after,  the  affaiis  of  Guienne  came  once  more  to 
demand  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Council.     It 
is  true  that  Guienne  and  Gascony  were  now  no  longer 
English  possessions.     Uayonne,  the  last     Aitemwio 
stronghold,   had    been   given  up  in  the    '™^' 
preceding  Au);iist,  and,  the  English  forces 
bt;ing  now  exjK;lled,  all  hope  of  recovering  the  lost 
I  l/AttricmiSttlii,  p  1.  ^  No.  S6.  )  No..  IM  IM. 
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proTinces  might  well  have  been  abandoned,  but  that 

the  inhabitants  weri;  desirous  to  put  themselves  once 
fflOfC  tintitir  the  protcclion  of  the  tCing  of  England. 
The  fact  is  that  the  Gascons,  who  had  been  three 
centuries  under  Kngtish  rule,  did  not  at  all  relish  the 
change  of  (ua^^tors.  Underthe  crown  of  England  ihey 
had  enjoved  a  liberty  and  frtcdom  from  taxation  which 
were  unknown  in  the  dominions  of  Charles  vii. :  and 
on  Ihe  surrender  of  Bordeaux  and  Bayonnc,  the 
French  kinj;  had  expressly  promised  to  exempt 
them  from  a  luimbcr  of  impositions  levied  elsewhere,, 
But  for  this  promise,  indeed,  those  cities  would  not 
so  readily  have  come  to  terms.'  Unfortunately,  it 
was  not  very  long  before  the  ministers  of  Charles 
sought  to  evade  its  fulfilment.  They  represented  to 
the  jieople  that  for  their  own  protection,  and  not  for 
the  benefit  of  the  royal  trcMury,  the  imposition  of  a 
tailte  would  enable  Ihe  king  to  set  a  sufficient  guard 
upon  the  country,  and  that  the  money  would  not  in 
reality  Iw  taken  from  them,  as  it  would  all  be  spent 
within  the  province.  The  English,  it  was  to  be 
feared,  would  not  remain  patient  under  the  loss,  not 
only  of  the  provinces  themselves,  but  also  of  a  very 
valuable  commerce  that  they  had  hitherto  maintained 
with  the  south  of  I'rnnce;  for  Gascony  supplied 
Kngland  with  wine,  and  was  a  large  cotvsiimer  of 
lingiish  wool.  Hence  there  was  every  reason  to  fear 
that  some  attcnipt  would  lie  made  by  the  enemy  to 
recover  the  lands  frnni  which  he  had  been  expelled, 
and  it  was  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  themselves 
lo  provide  an  adequate  force  to  ward  off  invasion.' 

With  arijuments  like  these  the  French  king's 
offictTs  went  about  among  (he  people  endeavouring 
to  compel  lliem  to  forgo  a  liberty  which  had  been 
secured  to  them  under  the  Great  Seal  of  France. 
In  vain  were  deputations  sent  from  Bordeaux  and 
Gascony  beseeching  the  king  to  be  faithful  to  bis 
promise.     The  petitioners  were  sent  back  with  an 


INTRODUCTION 


c XXX  IK 


answer  urging  the  people  to  submit  to  exactions 
which  were  required  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
The  citizens  of  Bordeaux  were  greatly  discontented, 
and  an  emltassy,  headed  by  the  Sieur  dc  TEsparre, 
was  sent  over  to  ihe  King  of  England  to  offer  him 
the  allegiance  of  the  lost  provinces  once  more,  on 
his  sending  a  sufficient  fleet  and  army  to  thtir  rescue. 
The  proposal  being  laid  before  a  meeting  ut  the 
Enghsh  Council,  was  of  course  most  readily  agreed 
lo ;  and  it  was  arranged  that  a  fleet,  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsburj',  should  sail  for 
ihe  Garonne  in  October.  On  the  i8th  of  that  month 
the  earl  accordingly  embarked  with  a  body  of  4000 
or  5000  soldiers.  The  French  army  having  with- 
drawn, he  easily  obtained  possession  of  Burdvatix, 
and  sent  its  captain,  Oliver  de  Coctivy,  a  prisoner 
into  England.  Other  towns  then  readily  opened 
iheir  gates  lo  the  invaders,  of  which  one  of  the 
principal  was  Castillon  in  Perigord  ;  and  very  30on, 
in  Bpiti!  of  the  opposition  of  their  French  governors, 
the  greater  part  of  the  lost  provinces  had  put  them- 
selves again  under  the  protection  of  ihe  English.' 

The  suddenness  with  which  these  things  were 
done  seems  for  a  time  to  have  disconcerted  the 
French  king.  Winter  was  now  coming  on,  and 
probably  nothing  effective  could  be  done  for  somt; 
time,  so  Charles  lay  maturing  his  plans  in  silence. 
As  he  surveyed  the  poshion  at  leisure,  he  probably 
found  that  any  further  efforts  of  the  invaders  could 
be  checked  with  tolerable  facility.  France  still 
retained  possession  of  the  two  little  towns  of  Bourge 
and  Blaye,  which  we  have  already  mentioned  as 
being  the  keys  of  Bordeaux,  and  &lso  of  various 
other  strong  places  in  which  he  had  been  careful 
lo  leave  considerabk*  garrisons.  It  was 
therefore  the  bei^inning  of  June  in  the  '^■°' '"3- 
following  year  before  he  took  any  active  steps  to 
expel    Ihe   enemy  from  their  conquests.      He  then 

'  Baiia,  u  >sS-i6i,     Lcclcn),  (iii  Pctilat'ii  Cdla:Liaii)i  ^j-)t- 
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marched  southwards  from  Lusignan  near  Poitiers, 
and  laid  siege  to  Chalais  in  Perigord,  on  ihe  borders 
of  Saintonge.  In  the  space  of  five  days  it  was  uiken 
by  assault,  Out  of  a  garrison  of  160  men  no  less 
ihan  half  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  olhcr  half  took, 
refuge  in  a  tower  where  they  sliil  held  out  for  a  time 
in  the  vain  hope  of  succO^jrs,  till  at  last  they  ^ere 
compelled  to  surrender  unconditionally.  Of  the 
prisoners  taken,  such  as  were  of  English  birth  were 
ransomed;  but  as  for  those  who  Were  dasCOtis.  as 
they  had  sworn  fealty  to  Charles  and  departed  from 
their  allegiance,  they  were  ali  beiieatltid.  After  this, 
One  Or  l*o  other  ill-defended  places  fell  into  the 
hands  of  iho  French.  On  the  nth  July  siege  was 
laid  to  Castillon  on  the  Dordogne,  a  position  which 
when  won  gave  the  French  ftct;  navi^;ation  into  the 
CiroJtdf.  The  besieging  army  was  furnished  with 
the  most  perfect  mechanism  of  war  that  the  skill 
or  science  of  that  age  could  supply.  It  had  a  train 
of  artillcTy.  with  no  less  than  700  gunners,  under  the 
conduct  of  two  able  engineers  of  Paris,  the  brothers 
Bureau.  The  place  was  thoroughly  closed  in,  when 
Shrewsbury,  hearing  of  the  danger  in  which  it  stood, 
came  with  haste  out  of  Bordeaux  with  a  body  of  800 
or  loaa  horse,  foUowed  shortly  after  by  4000  or  joUo 
foot.' 

At  daybreak  on  the  17th,  the  earl  came  suddenly 
upon  the  besiegers,  and  succeeded  without  difficulty 
in  thoroughly  defeating  a  body  of  archers,  who  had 
been  posted  at  an  abbey  outside  Che  town.  This 
detachment  being  completely  taken  by  surpn&e,  w&$ 
ohligcd  to  save  itself  by  flight,  and  al^ct  a  Hltle 
skirmishing,  in  which  some  80  or  100  men  were 
slain  on  both  sides,  the  greater  number  of  the 
Frenchmen  succeeded  in  gaining  a  park  in  which 
the  main  body  of  the  besiegers  had  entrenched 
themselves.  Further  pursuit  being  now  unnecessary, 
the  English  returned  to  the  abbey,  where  they  were 
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able  to  refresh  themselves  with  a  quantity  of  victuals 
which  the  French  had  lelt  behind  them.  'And 
because  the  said  skirmisli/  writes  the  i'>ench 
dironicler  Dc  Coussy,  'had  been  begun  and  wiis 
done  so  early  that  as  yet  Talbot  had  not  heard  mass, 
his  chaplain  prepared  himself  to  sing  it  (here  ;  and 
for  this  purpose  the  altar  and  ornaments  were  got 
ready.'  Hut  this  devout  intention  the  earl  presently 
abandoned  ;  for  a  cEoud  of  dust  was  seen  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  it  was  reported  lo  him  that  even  the  muin 
body  of  the  French  were  rapidly  retreating.  Im- 
mediately the  earl  was  again  on  liorseback.  and  as 
he  left  the  abbey  he  was  heard  lo  say,  '  1  will  hear 
no  mass  to-day  til)  t  have  overthrown  the  company 
of  Frenchmen  in  the  park  before  me.'' 

Unfortunately,  it  turned  out  that  the  report  of  the 
retreat  of  the  French  was  utterly  unfounded.  The 
cloud  of  dust  had  been  r^-ised  by  a  body  of  horses 
which  they  had  sent  out  of  the  camp  to  graze.  The 
French  army  remairsed  in  its  position,  with  artillery 
drawn  up,  ready  to  meet  the  earl  on  his  advance. 
The  English,  nevertheless,  came  on  with  their  usual 
shout,  'A  Talbot!  A  Talbot!  St.  George  I'  and 
while  their  foremost  men  just  succeeded  for  an 
instant  in  planting  their  standard  on  the  barrier  of  the 
French  lines,  they  were  mowed  down  behind  by  the 
formidable  fire  of  the  French  artillery.  Against  this 
all  valour  wss  fruitless ;  about  500  or  6qo  English 
lay  dead  in  front ;  and  the  F'reni.h,  opening  the 
barrier  of  their  park,  rushed  out  and  fought  with  their 
opponents  hand  to  hand.  For  a  while  the  conflict 
was>  still  maintained,  with  great  valour  on  both  sides  ; 
hut  the  superior  numbers  of  the  French,  and  the 
advantage  they  had  already  gained  by  their  artillery, 
left  very  liltle  doubt  about  the  issue.  After  alwjut 
4000  Englishmen  had  been  slain  in  the  hand-to- 
hand  encounter,  the  remainder  fled  or  were  made 
prisoners.      Some  were  able  to  withdraw  into  the 
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town  and  join  themselves  to  tbe  besieged  g^mson  ; 
others  fled  through  the  woods  and  across  the  river, 

Deftflinnil     '"  wHich  X  number  of  the  fugilives  were 

■luihat         drowned,     In  the  end  the  body  of  the 

veteran  Talbot  was  found  dead  upon  the 

field,  covered  with  wounds   upon  the  limbs,  and  x 

great  gash  across  the  face.' 

So  fell  the  aged  warrior,  whose  mere  name  tad 
long  been  a  terror  to  Eitgland's  enemies.  By  the  con- 
fcssion  of  a  French  historian,  who  h:irdly  seems  to 
feel  it  a  disgrace  to  his  countrymen,  the  archers, 
when  they  closed  around  him,  distinctly  refused  to 
spare  his  life,  so  vindictively  eager  were  they  to 
dcBpatch  him  with  a  multitude  of  wounds.'-'  Vet 
it  must  be  owned  that  in  this  action  he  courted  hjs 
own  death,  and  risked  the  destruction  of  a  gallant 
army.  For  though  he  was  led  to  the  combat  by  a 
false  report,  he  was  certainly  under  no  necessity  of 
engaging  the  enemy  when  he  had  discovered  his 
mistake,  and  he  wits'  strongly  dissuaded  from  doing 
so  by  Thoma.s  liveriughani.'  But  his  own  natural 
impetuosity,  inflamed  probably  still  more  by  the 
unreasonable  taunts  of  the  men  of  Bordeaux,  who, 
it  seems,  were  dissatisfied  that  no  earlier  attempt  had 
been  made  to  resist  the  advance  of  the  French  king 
into  (luiennei^  induced  him  to  stake  ever>'thing  on 
the  issue  of  a  most  desperate  and  unequal  conflict. 

With  him  there  also  died  upon  the  field  his  eldest 
son,  Lord  I.isle,  his  illegitimate  son,  Henry  Talbot, 
Sir  Edward  Hull,  and  thirty  other  knights  of  England. 
About  double  that  number  were  taken  prisoners,  the 
the  most  notable  of  whom  was  John  Paston's  old 
[rersecutor,  the  Lord  Moleyns.*  Never  had  the 
English  arms  experienced  such  a  disastrous  ovct- 
throw. 

The  Gascons  now  gave  up  their  cause  as  allogether 
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hopeless.  A  fresh  army  had  laielj'  marched  into 
their  Country,  and  was  laj'iog  sicgt  to  several  pflaces 
at  once  towards  the  cast  of  Bordeaus;.  so  that  it  was 
manifest  that  city  could  soon  be  shut  in  by  the  royal 
forces,  Castillon  was  no  longer  able  lu  hold  t>iit. 
It  surrender4:d  on  the  second  day  after  Talbot's 
death.  About  the  same  time  Charles  in  person  laid 
siege  |g  Cadillac,  one  of  the  most  important  places 
in  the  neighbourhood,  protected  by  a  strong  castle. 
Tlic  tuivn  was  speedily  carried  by  assault,  and  a  few 
weeks  later  the  castle  was  also  laliiin.  Other  places 
in  like  manner  came  once  more  into  the  power  of 
tlie  Frt!nch  king.  At  Fronsac  ^n  English  garrison 
capitulated  and  was  allowed  lo  leave  the  country, 
each  soldier  bearing  in  his  hand  a  baton  till  he 
reached  the  seaside.  Very  soon  Bordeaux  was  the 
oriiy  pUce  tha-t  htid  out ;  nor  was  the  df^fence  even 
of  this  last  stronghold  very  long  protracted.  Its 
surrender  was  delayed  fur  a  time  only  in  consequence 
of  ihe  severity  of  thv  conditions  on  which  Charles  at 
first  insisted  ;  but  a  sicliness  which  began  to  ravage 
his  camp  at  length  inclined  him  to  clemency.  On 
the  17th  of  October  the  ctiy  submitted  to  Charles, 
the  inhabitants  engaging  to  renew  their  oaths  of 
allegiance,  and  the  English  having  leave  to  return  in 
their  own  ships  to  England.  To  Secure  himself 
against  their  future  return,  or  any  fresh  rebellion 
of  the  citizens,  Charles  caused  to  be  built  ajid 
garrisoned,  at  the  otpense  of  the  latter,  livu  strong 
lowers,  which  were  still  standing  at  the  beginning  of 
this  present  century.  Thus  was  (jascony  finally  lost 
to  the  Crown  of  England. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  domestic  affairs  of  the 
lungdom.  Matters  had  been  hung  up,  as  it  were,  in 
a  state  of  unstable  cqitilihrmm  ever  since  (load 
Friday,  1452.  The  political  amnesty,  proceeding 
as  h-  (ii^-fK»Hi_Lh£JiiF>(»V-owil  IXeart,  and  removtng 
every  Stain  of  disloyalty  from  tiiose  who  had  laboured 
mtst  to  change  his  policy,  helped,  in  all  probability. 
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to  keep  up  a  prCcarioUs  sta,te  of  tranquillity  oiucb 
longer  than  it  could  otherwise  have  been  preserved. 
The  danger  of  Calais,  too,  had  passed  away  Tor  Ihe 
tini'e,  although  it  was  always  recurring  al  intervals 
so  long  as  Henry  vi.  was  king.  So  thai,  perliaps, 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1452,  the  country 
was  in  as  quiet  a  state  as  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected.  At  least,  ihe  absence  of  information  to 
tlie  contrary  may  be  our  warrant  for  so  believing. 
But  the  new  year  had  no  sooner  opened 
*"■'*"■  than  evidences  of  disaffection  began  lo 
PotSIhes  '"^  perceived.  On  the  and  of  January 
Robert  I'oynings— ths  same  who  had 
taken  a  leading  part  in  Cade's  rebellion,  and  had,  it 
will  be  remembered,  saved  the  life  of  one  of  Sir 
John  Fastolf's  servants  from  the  violence  of  the 
insurgents— called  together  an  assembly  of  people 
SLt  Southward,  many  of  whom  were  outSaws.  What 
his  object  was  we  have' no  distinct  evidence  to  show. 
He  had  received  ihe  king's  genera!  pardon  for  the 
part  he  took  in  the  movement  under  Cade  ;  but  he 
had  been  obliged  lo  enter  into  a  recognisance  of 
;^3ooo,  and  lind  six  sureties  of  ^^200  each,  for  his 
good  behaviour;  so  that  he,  of  all  men,  had  best 
cause  to  beware  of  laying  himself  open  10  any  new- 
suspicion  of  disloyalty.  Vet  it  appears  he  not  only 
did  so  by  this  meeting  at  Souihwark,  but  that 
immediately  afterwards,  he  confederated  with  one 
Thomas  Bigg  of  I-imbcth,  who  had  been  one  of 
Cade's  petty  captains,  and  hiving  met  with  him  and 
about  thirty  otiiers  at  Wusterham  in  Kent,  tried  to 
stir  up  a  new  rising  in  the  former  seat  of  rehellion. 
From  Kent  he  further  proceeded  into  Sussex,  and 
sent  lettere  to  Iwo  persons  who  had  been  indicted  of 
treason,  urging  them  lo  come  Jind  meet  him  at 
Southwark  on  the  last  day  of  February;  'at  which 
time  and  piaco,'  says  the  Parliament  Roll,  'the  same 
Robert  Poynings  gave  them  money,  thanking  them 
heartily  of  their  good  will  and  disposition  thai  they 
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were  of  unlo  him  in  time  past,  praying  Ihcm  to 
continue  their  good  will,  and  to  be  ready  and  come 
to  him  at  such  lime  as  he;  should  give  them 
warning.' '  Altogether  il  would  appear  Trflm  the 
record  of  the  charge  itself  that  nothing  v*;ry  serious 
came  of  this  display  of  disafltflion  on  the  part  of 
Poynings ;  but  it  must  at  least  be  noted  as  a 
symptom  of  the  times. 

Soon  after  this  a  Parliament  was  called.  'I'he 
Crown  was  in  need  of  money  ;  hut  Somurset  did  not 
dare  to  convoke  the  legislature  at  Westminster,  It 
met  in  ihe  refectory  of  the  abbey  of  Riuadiiig  on  the 
6th  of  March.  Ir  the  absence  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Cardinal 
Kemp,  who  was  Chancellor,  ihe  Bishop  of  Lincoln  ^ 
opened  the  proceedings  by  a  speeeh  on  behalf  of  the 
king,  declaring  the  causes  of  their  beiny  summoned ; 
which  were  merely  staled  to  be,  in  genera!  terms, 
for  the  good  government  of  the  kingdom  and  for 
its  outward  defence.  The  necessity  of  sending 
reinforcemenHs  inlo  Gascony  was  not  mentioned, 
and  apparently  was  not  thought  of;  for  up  to  this 
lirae  the  success  of  Shrewsbury  had  been  un- 
interrupted, and  the  I-'rench  king  had  nol  yet 
begun  his  southward  march.  The  Commons  elected 
one  Thomas  Thorpe  its  thcit'  Speaker,  and  presented 
him  to  the  king  on  the  8lh.  Within  three  weeks 
they  voted  a  tenth  and  tifteenlh,  a  subsidy  of  tonnage 
and  poundage,  a  subsidy  on  wools,  hides,  and  wool- 
fells,  and  a  capitation  tax  on  aliens, — all  these, 
except  the  tenth  and  fifteenth,  to  he  levied  for  the 
term  of  the  king's  natural  ilfc.  They  also  ordained 
thai  every  county,  city,  and  town  should  be  charged 
to  raise  its  quota  towards  the  levying  of  a  body 
of  so.ooo  archers  within  four  months.  For  these 
important    sen-ices    ihey    received    the    thanks    of 

*  Kfllt  rf  Pstt.  V.  ]qS.     Sec  alM  ihc  poitlon  erantnl  to  him  Dve  ycu!t 
InlM.     P^Uk/  Kfll,  5&  Hen.  vi.  m.  u. 

*Call»1'  WilliaiD,  Itishnr  o\  Lincoln. 'OD  Lbc  Rtilt  b/ tartimmtnt,  \a\\  liia 
name  Bujabn  Chedworlbi, 

K 


cdvi 


THE    PASTON    LETTERS 


\< 


the  king,  communicated  to  them  by  the  Chancellor, 
and  were  immediately  prorogued  over  Easter,  to  att 

at  Westminster  on  the  i^ih  of  April' 

On  their  reassiimbling  there,  they  proceeded  to 
arrange  the  proporlion  of  the  number  of  archers 
which  should  be  raised  in  each  county,  and  the 
means  by  which  they  were  to  be  levied.  The 
Commons,  however,  were  relieved  of  the  charge  of 
providing  7000  men  of  the  number  formerly  agreed 
to,  as  3000  were  to  he  charged  upon  the  Lords  and 
3000  rioie  on  Wales  and  the  county  palatine  of 
Cheshire,  while  an  additional  ihousand  was  remitted 
by  the  king,  probably  as  the  just  proportion  to  be 
levied  out  of  his  own  household.  For  the  remaining 
i^,ooQ,  the  quota  of  each  county  was  then  determined. 
But  soon  afterwards  it  was  found  that  the  need  of 
such  a  levy  was  not  so  urgent  as  had  at  first  been 
supposed,  and  the  actual  raising  of  the  men  was 
respited  for  two  years,  provided  that  no  emergency 
arose  requiring  earlier  need  of  their  services." 

The  possibility  of  their  being  required  in  Gascony 
after  the  success  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  in  the 
preceding  year,  scums  no  more  to  have  occurred  to 
the  (jovernment,  than  the  thought  of  sending  them 
to  Constantinople,  where  possibly,  had  the  fact  been 
known,  they  might  at  this  very  time  have  done 
something  to  preveat  that  ancient  city  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Turks.  For  it  was  in  this  very 
year,  and  while  these  things  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  English  Parliament,  that  the  long  decaying 
Eastern  Empire  was  finally  extinguished  by  the  fall 
of  its  metropolis. 

After  this,  some  new  Acts  were  passed  touching  the 
pay  of  the  garrison  at  Calais,  and  for  the  malting  of 
jetties  and  other  much-needed  repairs  there.  For 
these  purposes  large  sums  of  money  were  required, 
aad  t!ie  mode  in  which  they  were  to  be  provided 
gives  us  a  remarkable  insight  into  the  slate  of  the 
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exchequer.  To  the  Duke  of  Somersel,  as  Captain 
of  Calais,  there  was  owing  a  sum  of  j^ii,648,  los., 
for  the  wagts  of  himself  and  his  suite  since  llie  date 
of  his  appointment;  and  on  the  duke's  own  petition, 
an  Act  WHS  passed  enabling  Kim  to  hn  paid,  not 
immediately,  but  after  his  predecessor,  Humphrey, 
Duke  of  Duckingham,  should  have  received  all  that 
was  due  to  him  in  a  like  capacity.''  The  pay  of  the 
officers  of  Calais,  it  would  thus  appear,  but  that  it 
seems  to  hare  been  discharged  by  ihc  Captain  for 
the  time  being  out  of  his  own  resources,  must  at  this 
time  have  been  more  than  two  years  iiv  arrear.  If 
such  was  the  state  of  matterst  wc  gain  some  li^^ht  on 
the  causes  which  induced  Somicrsel,  after  his  loss  of 
Normandy,  to  add  to  his  unpopularity  by  accepting 
a  poiiL  of  so  much  responsibility  as  the  Captainship 
of  Calais.  He  was  one  of  the  few  men  in  England 
whose  wealth  was  such  that  he  could  afford  to  wait 
for  his  money ;  and  he  was  too  responsible  for  the 
rotten  government  which  had  led  to  such  financial 
results,  lo  give  any  other  man  a  post  in  which  he 
would  certainly  have  found  cause  of  dissatisfaction. 

It  was  necessary,  however,  Co  provide  ready  money 
for  the  repairs  and  the  wages  of  the  garrison  from 
this  timei  and  it  was  accordingly  enacted  that  a  half 
of  the  fifteenth  and  tenth  already  voted  should  be 
immediately  applied  to  the  one  object,  and  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  subsidy  on  wools  to  the  other.  At 
ihc  same  time  a  new  vote  of  half  a  fifteenth  and 
tenth  additional  was  found  necessary  to  meet  the 
extraordinary  expenditure,  and  was  granted  on  the 
and  of  July/'' 

This  grant  lieing  announced  by  the  Speaker  to  the 
king,  who  was  then  sitting  in  Parliament,  Henry 
ttmnked  the  Commons  with  his  own  mouth,  and 
then  commissioned  the  chancellor,  Cardinal  Kemp, 
la  prorogue  the  a^&tmbly;  alleging  as  his  reai^ons 
the  consideration  due  to  the  zeal  and  attendance  of 
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the  Cotnmorts,  and  the  king's  own  intention  of 
visiting  different  parts  of  his  kingdom  for  the 
sujjpression  of  various  malpractices.  '  The  king, 
also,'  he  added,  "underStCHjd  that  there  were  direis 
pH.-titions  exhibited  in  ihe  present  parliament  to  wliich 
no  answer  had  yet  been  returned,  and  which  would 
require  greater  deliberation  and  leisure  than  could 
now  conveniently  be  afforded,  seeing  that  the  autumn 
season  was  at  hand,  in  which  the  Lords  were  at 
liberty  to  devote  themselves  to  hunting  and  sport, 
and  the  Commons  to  the  gathering  in  of  their  har- 
vests.' As  these  weighty  matters,  whatever  they  were, 
required  too  much  Consideration  to  be  disposed  of 
before  harvest  time,  we  might  perhaps  have  expected 
an  earlier  day  to  he  fixed  for  the  reassembling  of 
the  legislature  than  that  which  was  actually  then 
announced.  Perhaps,  itlso,  we  might  have  expected 
that  as  the  Parliament  had  returned  to  Westminster, 
it  would  have  been  ordered  to  meet  there  again 
when  it  renewed  its  sittings.  But  the  king,  or  his 
counsellors,  were  of  a  differenl  opinion;  and  the 
Parliament  was  ordered  to  meet  again  OQ  the  tlth  of 
November  at  Reading. 

Long  before  that  day  came,  calamities  of  no 
ordinary  kind  had  overtaken  both  king  and  nation. 
About  the  licginning  of  August,'  news  must  have 
come  to  England  of  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury  ;  and  Somerset  at  last  was  quickened 
into  action  when  it  was  too  late.  Great  preparations 
were  made  for  sending  an  army  into  Guienne,  when 
Guienne  wtis  already  all  bat  entirely  lost.  It  is  true 
the  Government  were  aware  of  the  danger  in  which 
Talbot  stood  for  want  of  succours,  ai  least  as  early 
as  the  14th  of  JuEy;  even  then  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  raise  money  by  way  of  loan,  and  to  arrest  ships 
and  sailors.  But  it  is  evident  that  they  had  slept  too 
long  in  false  security,  and  when  they  were  for  the  first 

'  ll  Dppcnri  not  lo  Iuvd  been  known  oo  the  41I1  of  Auguu.     Sleveiuoii't 
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time  [horoughly  awiifce  to  ihc'  danger,  the  disaster 
was  su  near  at  hantl  that  it  could  not  pussiWy  have 
been  averted.' 


The  King's  Prostration 

WhelliLT  it  was  In  any  degrL-c  owing  to  lliis  national 
calamity, — in  which  taiu,  the  inipressioji  made  i>y 
the  event  may  well  iiave  been  deepcm-'d  by  the 
knowledge  that  it  was  attributed  to  the  remissness  uf 
Somerst;!, — or  whether  it  was  due  entirtlj'  to  physiual 
or  other  causes  quitt  unCOnnttrted  with  pubhcafFairSf 
in  August  thtj|kin;;  fell  ill  at  Clarendon.  Tbtiij^B 
and  b^an  to  eKhiliiisyniptomsof  mcjilal  (Biisiii. 
derangement.'  'J  Vo  months  lattr  an  event  tMJCUrred 
in  which,  under  other  circumstances,  he  could  not 
but  have  felt  a  lively  inlL-rest.  After  eight  years  of 
married  life,  the  queen  for  the  lirst  lime  bore  him  a 
child.  It  was  a  son  and  received  the  name  of 
Edward ;  but  for  a  long  time  afterwards  the  father 
knew  nothing  of  the  (.■vcni.  So  entirely  weie  hjs 
mental  faculties  in  .tbeyance,  llial  it  was  found 
impossible  to  coniniimicatv  to  him  the  news.  The 
affairs  of  his  kingdom  and  those  of  his  family  were 
for  ihe  time  equally  beyond  his  comfireliension. 

The  failure  of  royally  to  perform  any  of  its  func- 
tions, however  Weakly  Ihey  might  have  been  performed 
before,  was  a  crisis  that  had  not  occurred  till  noiv. 
A  heavier  responsibility  lay  with  Somerset  and  the 
Council,  who  couIJ  not  expect  that  acts  donc  by  their 
own  authority  would  meet  with  the  same  resfiect  and 
recognition  as  those  for  which  ihey  had  been  Jtble  to 
plead  the  direct  sanction  of  their  sovereign.  And  < 
now  they  had  to  deal  with  a  factious  world,  in  which  j 
(ends  between  powerful  families  had  already  IjegunI 

'   Nicolst't  Fn'ry  Caunsii  Frfft/titinj^j.   vL   is'-^i   ^SS'7-      Slevenwn's 
1  w,  Woic.     Inanalmanni:  urilmi  liin^  I  (inJ  iht  followiiiB  salt,  whicli 

<1m1<&  <!]«  Iffglnnin^  of  lh«  kuig'%  il]n«3i  tub  ihc  lOLh  uf  August : — '  In  nucle 
S.  t^urvDtU  Rtx  inlirmjitur  c(  canEinii^vil  uv;u>f  nd  CLrrumcifiioncR  Aeuu 
'4S2i  Lap..  -  .'  (f)  (■  -woid  unintellJgjbU  at  ilie  end),     us.  ]<sg-  jjp  C.  i. 
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to  kindle  a  dangerous  conflagration.  In  the  month 
of  August,  probably  oTTfie  yew  before  this,  Lord 
Thiimas  NcviU,  asonol'thc  Earl  of  Salisbury,  mamed 
a  niece  of  Lord  Cromwiell  at  Tattersall  in  Lincoln- 
shire. After  the  wedding  the  earl  returned  into 
Yorkshire,  wiicn,  having  reache<i  the  neighbourhood 
of  York,  somt;  dis-turhaiice arose  between  his  retainers 
and  ihost  of  Lord  Epreniont,  soii  of  the  Earl  of 
Nortliumherland,'  As  to  the  cause  of  the  dispute 
we  are  left  entirely  ignorant ;  bulit  grew  into  a  serious 
ftwrrel  between  the  Nevills  and  the  Percys.  The 
chief  maintainers  of  the  feud  werct  on  the  one  side. 
Sir  John  Nevill,  a  younger  son  of  the  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  and  on  the  other  Lord  E^rcmont-  Both 
parties  were  repeatedly  summoned  to  lay  thdr 
grievances  before  the  Council ;  but  the  most  per- 
emptory letters  and  mandates  had  hilhorto  been 
inefTcctual,  Illegal  gatherings  of  people  on  either 
side  continued  in  spile  of  every  prohibition  ;  and  the 
whole  north  of  England  s-eenis  to  have  been  kept  in 
continua!  disordt;r.^ 

The  case  was  not  likely  to  be  improved  when  the 
source  of  all  legal  authority  was  paralysed.  And  yel 
so  bad  was  the  slate  of  mailers  hcforc,!liat  the  king's 
illntss,  instiiad  of  being  an  aggravation  of  the  evil, 
positively  brought  with  it  some  perceptible  relief. 
The  Council  were  no  longer  able  to  avoid  calling  in 
the  aid  of  one  whose  capacity  to  rule  was  as  indis- 
putable as  his  birth  and  rank.  A  Groat  Council  was 
summoned  for  the  express  purpose  of  promoting 
'  rest  and  union  betwixt  the  lords  of  this  land  ' ;  and 
according  to  the  usage  in  such  eases,  every  peer  of 
the  realm  had  notice  to  attend.  Cladly,  no  doubt, 
would  Somerset  have  omitted  to  send  siieh  notice  to 
his  rival ;  and  it  seems  actually  to  have  b^cn  the  case 
that  no  summons  was  at  first  sent  to  the  Duke  of 
York.      But  afterwards  the  error  was  rectified,  and 

i   W.  Ware. 
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York  lieing  duly  summoned,  came  up  to  Westminster 
and  look  his  seat  at  the  Councii-tabk '  on  the  21st 
of  November.  Btfore  takinjj  part  in  the  proceedings, 
however,  he  addressed  hiiasdr  to  the  lords  then 
assembled,  declaring  how  he  had  come  up  in 
obedience  to  a  writ  of  pnvy  seal,  and  was  ready  lo 
offer  his  best  5*;Tvices  to  the  kin^; ;  but  as  a  previous 
order  had  been  issued,  by  what  authority  he  could 
not  say,  to  certain  old  counciUars  to  forbear  from 
attending  the  kind's  councils  in  future,  he  required 
that  any  such  prohibition  might  be  remavcd.  This 
was  unanimously  agreed  lOf  and  the  government  of 
England  was  at  once  restored  to  a  free  and  healthy 
condition.' 

The  Uukc  of  Somerset  was  not  present  at  this 
meeting  of  the  Coujicil.  He  doubtless  saw  too 
clearly  the  storm  gathering  against  him.  To  his 
former  responsibility  for  the  loss  of  Normandy  was 
now  added  further  responsibility  for  the  loss  of 
Guienne.  The  accusallans  against  him  were  accord- 
ingly renewed  ;  but  they  were  taken  up  this  time, 
not  by  York  but  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  ^offnii,  aieiiiti 
A  set  of  articles  of  impeachment  was  &oiun»=i. 
drawn  up  by  ih«  latter,  to  which  Somerset  made 
some  reply,  and  was  ajiswered  again  by  Norfolk, 
The  accuser  then  pressed  the  matter  further,  urging 
that  the  loss  of  Normandy  and  of  Guienne  should 
be  made  a  subject  of  criminal  inquiry  according  lo 
tlie  laws  of  France ;  and  thnt  other  misdemeanours 
charged  upon  him  should  be  invesligattjd  according 
to  the  modes  of  procedure  in  England,  Finally,  lest 
his  fietilion  should  be  refused  by  the  Council,  Norfolk 
desired  that  it  might  be  exempHlied  under  the  king's 
Oreat  Seal,  [irotcsting  that  he  felt  it  necessary,  for 
his  own  credit,  that  what  he  had  done  in  the  matter 
should  be  known  as  widely  as  possible.^ 

1   ii%ail^^  Privy  CtHetHrl  PriKffiiilfr,^\,  l^^-y 
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In  thf  end  it  was  deicrmined  that  the  Duke  of 

Somerset  should  lie  arrustcd  and  coinmitLcd  to  ihe 
Tower,  This  resolution  was  camL-J  into  elTect  a 
little  before  Cliristnias,  and  the  different  lords  retired 
during  the  festive  season  to  their  own  country 
quarters-  But  all  who  had  given  their  voles  againul 
Somerset  knew  well  that  they  stood  in  considerable 
dangei.  The  battle  that  ht;  had  lost  would  have  to 
be  fought  over  again  with  the  (jueer,  who  now  put 
in  a  cEaim  to  he  intrusted  with  ihe  entire  government 
of  the  kinj^dtun.  Every  man  of  Sonwrsel's  parly  ^ol 
his  retainers  in  readiness,  and  while  other  lords  were 
out  of  town,  the  harbinger  of  the  Duke  ol"  Somerset 
secured  for  his  comixiny  all  the  lodgings  that  were  la 
be  got  in  Thames  Street,  Mark  Lane,  Sl  Katheriiie's, 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Tower.  The  Duke  of 
Norfolk  was  warned  by  a  faithful  Hcrvant  to  beware 
of  parlies  in  ambush  on  his  waj'  to  Ixindon.  livery- 
thing  clearly  showed  that  the  faction  which  had  l>eeni 
dispossessed  of  [>uwer  had  sanguine  hopes  of  rein- 
staring  themselves  at  an  early  opportunity.^ 

And  this,  it  is  probable,  ihey  might  have  done 
with  the  greatest  possible  ease,  were  it  not  that  the 
king's  loss  of  his  faculties  was  so  complete  and 
absolute  that  it  was  impossible,  by  any  means  what- 
ever, to  obtain  a  semblance  of  actini^  upon  his 
aiuhorit)'.    About  New  Year's  Day,  when 

AD.  I4S,4.  ,  ,  , 

the  new-born  pnnce  was  conveyed  lo 
Windsor,  the  Uuke  of  Buckingham  took  the  child 
in  his  arms  and  presented  him  to  the  king,  beseech- 
ing iiim  to  give  him  a  father's  blessing-  Henry 
Th«  kina  and  returned  no  answer,  'I'he  duke  remained 
tuchilifl  some  time  with  the  child  in  ihe  kint,''5 

presence,  but  could  not  extract  from  him  the  slightest 
sign  of  intelligence.  The  queen  then  camC  in,  and 
taking  the  infant  in  her  arms,  presented  him  to  his 
father,  with  the  same  request  that  the  duke  had 
made  before  her.     But  all  their  ctTorts  wefc  in  Vain ; 
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lh«  king  contimicd  dunili,  anJ  showed  iKJt  ihe 
slt^tilest  pence  (It  ion  of  what  they  were  Joing,  eXLx-pt 
that  for  one  moment  only  he  looked  upon  the  biibe. 
and  then  ca^t  down  hi^  eyes  again.^ 

There   were   no    hopes,   therefore;,   that    tlie   king 
himscU  would  intwfere  in  any  way   to  protect  his 
(avourites  in   the  Council.     Every   man    t- ^^^       „ 
felt  it  necessary  to  see  to  his  own  security.   IlvU  lo 

The  I^rd  Ciianceilor   himself.  Cardinal    ' "'^' 

Kemp, '  comimanded  all  his  aerviint-s  tu  he  ready,  with 
ijow  .inil  arrows,  swurd  and  Ijuckler,  crossbows,  and 
all  other  liabiliments  of  war,  to  await  upon  the  safe- 
^ard  of  his  person.'  The  Duke  of  Bucliinj;liani 
caused  to  bt  made  'aooo  bends  wltii  knots — to  what 
intent,'  said  a  cautious  observei,  '  iiiwi  may  construe 
as  Ihcif  wits  will  ^ive  thcin.'  Further  frum  thecourl, 
of  course,  the  old  ti'isturbances  were  increased.  'The 
Duke  of  Exeter,  in  his  own  person,  hath  bewi  at 
Tujiforth  Ijcside  Doncastcr,  in  the  north  cuunlty,  and 
there  the  Lord  Ej^remont  met  him,  and  the  two  lie 
sworn  together,  and  tht;  duke  is  come  home  again.' 
The  Earl  of  Wiltshire  and  the  l.ortf  lianvile  made 
proclamalions  in  Somersetshire,  offering  sixpence  a 
day  to  every  man  that  would  serve  them  :  and  these 
two  noblemen,  along  with  ihi.'  Lord-i  Iteauniont. 
Poynings,  ClilTord,  and  Egremont,  were  i>re|iaring  to 
come  tip  to  London  each  with  as  strong  a  body  of 
CoHt^wcrs  as  he  could  po&sibly  muster.^ 

The  Duke  of  Vork  and   his  friends  on  their  side 
did   the  same ;  and   it  was  high   time  they  should, 
otherwise  the  machinations  of  Somerset  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  their  ruin.     The  latter  liad  spies  in 
ever^'  great  household,  who  reported  to  him  evcTy- 
ihing  that  could  be  conslrited  to  the  disadvantage  of 
his  opponents.      Among  York's  private  ThiDaieaf 
enemies,  moieover,  was  Thomas  Thor[)e,   v.ititand 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who       '"''°' 
was  also  a  Baroit  of  the  Exchequer.     In  the  former 
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capacity  his  functions  had  been  for  some  lime 
suspended ;  for  Parliament,  which  had  been  pro- 
rogued to  the  lath  November  at  Reading,  only  met 
on  that  day  to  be  prorogued  again  to  the  nth 
February,  in  consequence  of  the  mortalily  which 
prevailed  in  the  town,  Meanwhile,  in  Michaelmas 
term,  the  Duke  of  Vorlc  took  an  action  of  trespass 
against  hini  in  his  own  CoiiTt  of  Eichequer,  and  a 
jury  had  awardc;d  damages  to  the  amount  of  ^looo. 
On  this  judgment  was  givt-n  that  he  should  be 
committed  to  the  Fleet  till  the  damages  were  paid, 
and  in  the  Fleet  the  Speaker  accordingly  remained 
till  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament.'  In  his  confiiic- 
ment  he  was  now  busily  employed  in  drawing  up  a 
bill  of  articles  against  the  Duke  of  York,  which 
doubtless,  with  the  aid  of  a  little  favour  at  Court, 
would  have  been  highly  serviceable  to  the  cause  ojj 
Somerset." 

Thc  legal  proceedings  of  which  Thorpe  was  a 
victim  apprear  doubtless  lo  have  been  connected 
with  pnriy  pgiiiiri.  His  son  and  heir,  Roger  Thorpe, , 
at  theTieginning  of  the  reign  of  Henr>'  vn.  procured! 
an  Act  of  Parliament  in  his  favour,  showing  that) 
both  he  and  his  father  had  suffered  injustice  in  the 
cause  of  the  House  of  Lancaster,  and  thai  the  Mukc 
of  York's  action  of  trespass  against  his  father  wasi 
owing  to  his  having  arrested,  at  the  king's  com-] 
mand,  'certain  harness  and  olher  habiliments  oi 
war  of  the  said  duke's.'^  No  doubt  this  must  have' 
been  the  case,  but  was  the  king's-  command  consti- 
tutional? Or  was  it,  perhaps,  only  the  command  of 
Somerset  given  in  the  king's  name?  An  agent  had 
no  right  to  obey  an  unconstitutional  order.  ^^ 

About  the  35th  of  January  the  Duke  of  York  was^H 
expected  in  !x)ndon,  accompanied  by  a  select  body 
of  men  of  his  household  retinue.     With  him  came 
his  son,  the  Earl  of  March,  at  this  time  not  quit 
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twelve  years  old;  to  whom,  nevertheless,  a  separate 
househald  had  already  been  assiyned  by  his  Tathcr, 
and  consequently  another  company  marched  in  the 
name  of  the  Ear!  oF  March,  These,  however,  were 
Sent  forward  a  Uttle  in  advance.  Along  with  the 
Duke  of  York  ihere  also  came  up,  or  was  expected 
to  come,  his  powerful  friend  the  E,ail  of  Warwick, 
who,  besides  the  rclinue  by  wliich  he  was  attended, 
was  to  have  a  thousand  men  awaiting  his  arrival  in 
London.  Even  these  noblemen  and  their  companies 
formed  a  most  powerful  confederacy.  But  Ihere 
were  two  other  great  personages  besides  who  travelled 
with  thetn  on  the  same  road,  whose  sympathy  and 
co-operation  with  York  at  this  time  no  reader  would 
bave  conjectured.  The_k'ng's  two  half-brothers,  the 
Earls  of  Richmond  and  PeSfbrOte,  were  expected  to 
reicfi~t6n35n  in  rtie-diik»'»— ©empany ;  and  they, 
(oo,  had  wisely  taken  with  tTi'em  a  good  number  of 
followers,  for,  notwithstanding  their  relation  to  the 
Crown,  il  was  thought  not  unlikely  that  they  wOUld 
be  arrested  on  their  arrival.' 

In  short,  the  continuance  of  the  king's  infirmity 
had  now  rendered  it  clear  to  every  man  that  unlesa 
the  Council  were  willing  to  comply  with  ihe  Queen's 
demands,  and  yield  up  to  her  the  uncontrolled 
management  of  public  affairs,  the  government  of  the 
kingdom  must  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke 
of  York.  And  yet  some  little  time  was  necessarily 
allowed  to  pass  before  any  special  powers  could  be 
intrusted  to  him.  Parliament  was  not  lo  sit  again 
till  the  1  ith  February,  and  Reading  was  still  the 
place  where  it  was  appointed  to  assemble.  The 
Ear!  of  Worcester,  who  filled  the  office  of  Lord 
Treasurer,  was  commissioned  to  go  down  to  Read- 
ing, and  cause  it  to  adjourn  from  the  tith  to  the 
14th  of  the  month,  to  meet  that  day  at  West- 
minster.    Meanwhile  a  commission  was  granted  to 
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the  Duke  of  York  to  act  us  the  king's  lieutenant  on 
its  reussemljling.' 

On  the  14th,  accordingly,  the  Houses  met  ill  the 
royal  palace  of  Westminster ;  but  the  Commons  were 
without  a  Speaker,  and  another  of  iheir  members,  by 
i-Miiamoiiianii  naiut  Walter  Rayle,  was  also  undergoing 
ihtSptt.i.er.  iniprisonnicnt,  from  what  cause  does  not 
appear.  The  Comrticns,  iherefore,  before  proceed- 
ing to  business,  demanded  of  the  King  and  thv  Lords 
Spiritual!  and  Temp^iral,  that  their  ancient  privileges 
should  be  respected,  and  thfir  SpeaSer'andthe  other 
member  libera^tcd.  The  case  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  Peers  on  the  following  da)\  when 
it  was  explained  by  tlic  Duke  of  York's  counsel  that 
the  Speaker  had  a  few  months  before  gone  lo  the 
house  of  Roljerl  Nevill,  Bishop  of  Durham,  and  there 
taken  nway  certain  goods  and  chattels  belonging  to 
the  duke  against  his  will:  that  for  this  he  had  been 
prosecuted  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  as  it  was  a 
privilege  of  that  court  that  its  officers  in  such  cases 
should  not  Lie  sued  before  any  other  tribunal ;  thai 
a  jury  had  found  him  guilty  oftresjiass,  and  awarded 
to  the  duke  damaj^es  of  ^1000  and  ^10  costs. 
Speaker  Thorpe  had  accordingly  been  committed  lo 
the  Fleet  for  tlie  fine  due  to  the  kinj;.  The  pro- 
ceedings against  him  had  not  been  taken  during  the 
sitting  of  PaHiament,  and  it  was  Urged  that  if  he 
should  be  released  by  privii^e  of  Parliament  a  great 
wrong  would  be  done  to  the  duke.  It  was  a  deli- 
cate question  of  constitutional  law,  and  the  Lords 
desired  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  judges.  But  the 
chief  justices,  after  consultation  with  their  brethren, 
atiswtrred,  ill  the  name  of  tbc  whole  body,  that  it  was 
beyond  their  province  to  determine  matters  concern- 
ing the  privilege  of  Parliament ;  '  for  this  high  court 
of  Parliament,"  they  said,  'is  so  high  and  mighty  in 
his  nature  that  it  may  make  law,  and  that  that  is 
law  il  may  make  no  law  ;  and  the  determination  and 

'  Rallt  »f  PariiaiHtni,  v.  13S-9. 


INTRODUCTION 


clvii 


knowledge  of  the  privilege  betongeth  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Tarliament,  and  not  to  the  Justices.'  NcveKhe- 
less,  ;ls  to  the  accuslomed  mode  of  procedure  in  the 
lower  courts,  the  Judges  remarked  that  in  ordinary 
cases  of  arrest  a  prisoner  was  frequently  liberated  om 
a  writ  of  supersakas  to  enable  him  to  attend  the 
Parliament ;  but  no  general  writ  of  superstdeas,  lo 
surceikse  all  processes,  could  be  allowed;  'for  if 
there  should  be,  il  should  seem  that  this  high  court 
of  Parliament,  that  ministereth  all  justice  and  equity, 
should  let  the  process  of  the  common  law,  and  so 
it  should  put  the  party  complaimmt  without  remedy, 
for  so  much  as  actions  at  the  common  law  be  not 
determined  in  this  high  court  of  Parliament.'  ^ 

From  this  carefully  considered  reply  it  was  clear  to 
the  Lords  that  they  were  at  least  nowise  bound  to 
interfere  in  behalf  of  the  imprisoned  Speaker,  Ufless 
they  considered  the  liberties  of  Parliament  Hkcly  to 
be  prejudiced  by  the  circumstances  of  his  particular 
case.  It  was  accordingly  decided  that  he  should 
remain  in  prison,  and  that  the  Commons  .should  be 
directed  to  choose  another  Speaker.  'Phis  they  did 
on  the  following  daj',  and  presented  Sir  Thomas 
Charletoti  to  the  l^nrd  Chancellor  as  their  new  repre- 
sentative ;  who  being  accepted  by  that  functionary 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  both  Houses  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  business." 

A  month  later  the  Commons  came  before  the 
Duke  of  York,  as  the  king's  lieutenant,  with  two 
vcr>'  urgent  petitions.  The  fiist  related  mrcnfc  of 
to  the  defence  of  Calais  and  tlie  safeguard  C-itMif, 
of  the  sea.  Notwith-standing  the  very  liberal  grants 
which  had  already  been  voted  by  this  I'arliamenl. 
Calais  was  still  in  danger,  and  the  sea  was  stili  very 
insufficiently  protected ;  insomuch  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  had  told  the  House  of  Commons  ^40.000 
would  beret]uiced  to  obvLitc  very  serious  perils.  The 
Commons  were  very  naturally  alarmed ;  a  modern 
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House  of  Commons  would  have  been  indignant  also. , 
They  had  in  the  precediiig  year  voted  no  less  thanJ 
j^gjoo  for  Calais,  partly  for  repiurs  and   partiy  for] 
making  jetties,  besides  n.]\  the  sums  voted  for  the  pay " 
of  the  garrison  aitd  the  tonnage  and  poundage  dues, 
which  ought  to  have  been  applied  to  general  purposes 
of  defence.     They  therefore  humbly  petiiioncd  to  be 
CXCUiii^d  frOin  making  any  further  grants ;  '  for  they 
cannot,  may  not,  nedarenotmakeany  mo  grants,  con- 
sidered the  great  poverty  and  penury  that  be  among 
Ihe  Commons  of  this  land,  for  whom  they  be  comen  at  i 
this  time ;  and  that  this  their  excuse  might  be  enacted 
in  this  high  court  of  Parliameni."  The  money  already 
voted  was  evidently  conceived  to  be  somewhere,  and 
was  considered  to  he  quite  sufficient  to  do  the  work 
required  ;  so  the  Commons  were  lold  in  re|ily  by  my 
Lord  Chancellor  the  Cardinal,  'that  they  should  have! 
good  and  comfortable  answer^  without  any  great  delay  | 
or  tarrying.'* 

The   second   petition   was   that   '  a  sad  and  wise 
Council'  might  be  established,  'of  the  right  discreet        , 
AcQuncii       ^'^^  ^'^<^  lords  and  other  of  this  land,  to  ^M 
tequifcii,        whom  all   people    might  have   recourse  ^M 
for  ministering   justice,   equity,  and   righteousness; 
whereof  th«y  have  no  knowledge  as  yet"     The  Duke  ^ 
of  York  was  only  the  king's  lieutenant  in  Parliament.  ^H 
With  the  assent  of  the  Great  Council  he  could  pro-  ^^ 
rogue  or  dissolve  it  and  give  the  royal  assent  to  any 
of  its  acts,     But  the  business  of  the  nation  impera- 
tively required  that  some  smaller  body  of  statesmen 
should  be  intrusted  with  more  general  powers.    Even 
before  the   king's  illness   the  constitution  of  some 
such  body  had  been  promised  to  the  Parliament  at, 
Reading  as  a  thing  contemplated  by  the  king  him- 
self;^ and  it  was   now  more   necessary  than   ever. 
The   only  problem  was  how  to  confer  upon   it  an 
authority  that  could  not  be  disputed. 

But  while  the  Lords   are  taking   this  point  into] 


INTRODUCTION 


clix 


consideration,  we  invite  the  reader's  attention  to  a 
piece  of  private  history. 

A  few  years  before  the  date  at  which  we  have  now 
arrived,  one  Thomas  Denyes,  a  trusted  servant  of 
(he  Earl  of  Oxford,  seems  to  have  caus-eil  Tiwinas 
hi!*  master  some  little  inconvenience  by  ^™yci. 
falling  in  love  with  a  lady  who  resided  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ot  Norwich,  We  regret  that  we  cannot  inform 
the  reader  who  she  was.  All  that  we  know  is  that 
hur  Christian  name  was  Agnes,  which  was  at  thai  lime 
popularly  corrupted  into  AnnCys  and  frequently  con- 
fauaded  with  Anne,  and  that  she  was  an  acquaint- 
ance of  John  Paston's,  With  John  I'aston,  accord- 
irigiy,  the  eail  thought  it  best  to  communicate,  and 
in  doing  so  earned  for  himself  the  heartfelt  gratitude 
of  rienyes  by  one  of  those  small  but  truly  gracious 
acts  which  reveal  to  us  better  than  anything  else  the 
secret  of  the  power  of  English  aristocracy.  The 
lady  seems  not  to  have  given  her  admirer  any  great 
encouragement  in  his  suit.  She  had  property  of 
her  own  worth  500  marks,  and  could  have  had  a 
husband  in  Norfollc  with  land  of  100  marks  value, 
which  was  more  than  Denyes  could  offer  her.  But 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  requested  John  Paston  to  inter- 
cede with  her  in  behalf  of  her  wouer,  promising  her 
that  if  the  marriage  took  elfect  the  Earl  would  show 
himself  libeial  to  them  both.  He  further  offered,  if 
it  would  be  any  satisfaction  to  her,  to  go  himself 
into  Norfolk  and  visit  her.' 

This  intercession  was  effectual,  and  the  lady 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Uenyes.  It  was  a 
triumph  of  love  and  ambition  to  a  pitor  dependent 
on  a  great  earl.  But  with  increase  of  wealth,  as 
others  have  found  in  all  ages,  Uenyes  experienced 
an  increase  of  anxieties  and  of  business  also.  A 
suit  in  Chancery  was  commenced  against  him  and 
bis  wife  by  a  ^Entieman  of  the  name  of  Ingham,  who 
considered  himself  to  have  a  claim  un  the  lady's 
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property  for  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  Ingham's 
son  Walter  was  active  in  procuring  (he  sut'pffna. 
But  Denyes,  strong,  as  he  Ijelieved,  in  a  great  lord's 
■  favour,  conceived  a  plan  by  which  he  might  either 
interrupt  the  suit  or  revenge  it  on  the  person  of 
Walter  Ingham.  On  the  iith  of  January  1454 — 
jUBt  about  the  time  the  queen  and  Buckingham 
were  making  those  vain  attempts  to  introduce  his 
child  to  the  notice  of  the  unhappy  king — when, 
cnnsequyntly,  it  was  still  uncertain  whether  York  or 
Somerset  would  have  the  rule,  and  when  lawless 
persons  all  ovtr  the  countr)'  must  have  fell  that  there 
was  more  than  usual  immunity  for  bad  deeds  to  be 
lioi>cd  for,— Thomas  IJenyes  wrote  a  letter  in  the 
name  of  the  Ear)  ol  Oxford  to  Walter  Ingham, 
requiring  his  presence  at  the  earl's  mansion  at 
Wtvenhoe,  in  Essex,  on  the  13th.  This  letter 
reached  Ingham  at  Dunston,  in  Norfolk,  and  he  at 
once  set  out  in  obedience  to  the  summons.  But  as 
„,  ,  he  was  nearinti  his    destination,  on  the 

Walln  1     -   ,    ,  -  I         . 

inghnm  1 2th,  hc  was  Waylaid  by  a  party  in  ambush 
wnjiaui  hired  by  iJenyes,  who  beat  him  so  severely 
upon  the  head,  legs,  and  back  that  he  was  maimed 
for  life,  and  compelled  to  go  on  crutches  for  the 
rest  of  his  days.  Ingham  complained  of  the  outrage 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Cardinal  Kemp,  who  sent  a 
sergeant-at-arms  to  arrest  Denyes  at  Lincoln's  Inn  ; 
but  he  at  first  refused  to  obey  the  arrest.  Shortly 
afterwards,  however,  he  was  committed  to  the  Fleet 
prison  ;  and  Ingham,  with  the  favour  of  the  cardinal 
and  the  Iiarl  of  Oxford,  who  utterly  repudiated  the 
act  of  hi-s  dependant,  presented  a  petition  to  Parlia- 
ment that  he  should  not  be  admitted  to  bail  or 
mainprise  until  he  bad  been  tried  for  the  outrage 
and  all  actions  between  him  and  Ingham,  had  been 
fully  discus.sed  and  settled,' 

The  Eart  of  Oxford  seems  to  have  been  thoroughly 

incensed,  and  not  without  reason,  against  A  servant 
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"who  had  so  abused  his  trust.  Cardinal  Kemp, 
as  chancellor,  was  not  less  righteously  indig- 
nant j  and  a  bill  «-as  actually  passed,  throuj^h  the 
House  of  Peers  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of 
Ingham's  petition.  Vet  it  ia  diffieult  to  understand 
why  the  punishment  of  the  wrong  committed  was 
not  left  to  the  operation  of  ordinary  criminnl  law. 
The  case,  perhaps,  affected  loo  yeriousty  the  hojionr 
of  a  nobleman,  and  the  discretion  to  be  allowed  to 
a  retainer.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause, 
poor  Denyes  now  becomes  positively  an  object  for 
compassion — all  the  m.ore  ■so  because  his  chief  feel- 
ing in  the  matter  was  not  a  sellish  one.  Besides 
imprisoning  Denyes  himself  in  the  Fleet,  j^ 
the  cardinal  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  Mtw^-?li 
threw  his  wife  into  ihc  Counter,  and  '"^"- 
afterwards  sent  her  to  Newgate,  where  she  suffered 
the  discomforts  of  a  gaol  apart  from  her  husband, 
although  she  was  then  with  child.  '  Which  stardeth 
tCKJ  nigh  mine  heart,'  is  the  hrief  expre.'ision  in 
which  he  conveys  his  feelings  to  John  Paston,  while 
apparently  he  was  expecting  to  hear  that  hi.s  wife 
was  either  dead  or  prematurely  delivered;  for  the 
treatment  she  had  met  with  brought  on  the  pains 
of  labour  long  before  the  right  lime  had  come, 
Denyes,  however,  made  friends  with  the  warden  of 
the  Fleet  prison,  who  contrived  in  some  manner  to 
make  interest  for  her  with  her  jailor,  so  that  after- 
wards she  was  rather  better  treated,  and  at  last 
admitted  to  bail.' 

Poor  Denyes  was  in  dread  of  still  further  evils 
arising  out  of  ihe  case  when  he  wrote  these  facts  to 
John  Poston.  The  bill  against  him  had  already 
passed  through  the  Lords,  and  he  was  in  fear  that  it 
might  pass  through  the  Commons  also,  which  we 
afterwards  learn  that  it  did  not,*  His  adversary, 
moreover,  was  bent  upon  revenge;  Tor  Ingham,' 
he  said,  'Heth,.  beside  that,  to  tate  away  my  wife's 
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daughter  out  nf  Westminster.'  to  make  an  end  of  my 
wife  if  lie  can,  and  also  lo  atxesl  my  servants,  that 
I  dread  that  she  nor  I  shall  have  no  creature  to 
attend  us  ne  help  us;  and  such  malice  have  I  never 
heard  of  here  before.  And  it  is  told  me  that  beside 
that  they  will  despoil,  if  any  good  they  can  find  of 
mine  in  Norwich  or  Norfolk,  and  imprison  my  ser- 
vants there,"  All  this  he  urgently  implored  Pasion 
to  prevent  lo  the  best  of  his  ability.  And  it  must 
be  said  that  John  Paston,  allhough  he  considered 
himself  little  bound  to  Deiiyes,  except  in  so  far  as 
he  had  promoted  his  marriage  at  the  Earl  ofOxford^s 
solicitation,  on  this  occasion  stood  his  friend.  He 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  earl  urgently  iriterccding  for  the 
unhappy  ynk ;  and  though  It  seems  probable  the 
letter  that  he  first  wrote  was  not  actually  sent,  we 
may  fairly  presurat  that  he  cither  devised  a  second 
to  the  same  effect,  or  used  his  influence  olheiwlsc  lo 
the  same  end.  Certain  k  is  that  he  made  some  efTort 
for  which  Uenyes  wag  beyond  measure  grateful.^ 

'The  cardinal  is  dead  and  the  king  is  relieved.' 

Stich   were   the   last   words   of  a    postscript  which 

Denyes   appended    to    his   first    melancholy   letlei, 

complaining  of  his  own  and  his  wife's  imprisonment. 

A   rumour   aptrarently   had   been    spread    that    the 

king's  health  was  beginning  to  improve ;  for  which, 

as  we  shall  see,   llicr*^  was   very  little   foundation. 

DMiSof        ^"'  '^  *'^^  perfectly  true  that  Girdinal 

t^aai        Kemp,  Archbishop   of  Canterbury  and 

Kanp,  Chancellor  of  England,  was  dead.    Little 

as  wc  know,  beyond  a  few  broad  facts  of  his  career, 

whereby  to  judge  his  real  character  and  aims,  it  is 

certain  that  he  was  an  accomplished  statesman.     A 

follower  originally  of  Cardinal  Beaufort, — the  man 

who  of  all  others  could  serve  two  masters,  Rome 

'  A j>pciren<ly  Agii**  IJenycs  hnrl  rn.Vcn  sarictuiuy  it  Wt-imlmiffT  lifltitf^ 
hi-r  jfniiFih^niiieiiL  Tlic  dintinirr  in  vihith  D«tiye«  hvn  ipvjik^  uf  he* 
fla^ighlcr   ii\vT*   us    rcasjn    Ic    believe    tbnt    ahe    w;ia    pa    nridow    bef^^r    bc 
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and  England,  with  the  least  degree  of  repugnance, 
and  of  whom  the  best  that  can  be  said  is,  that  he 
never  scrupled  to  belray  ihi;  foriticr  in  what  appeared 
to  be  the  inlerest  of  the  laller,— Ktmp  was,  perhaps, 
as  honest  a  spccimtti  of  the  political  churchman  as 
an  essentially  bad  system  could  produce.  The 
clergy,  however,  wtrt-  really  needed  as  Statesmen  ; 
few  laymen  had  the  ability,  learning,  or  education  to 
enable  them  to  do  Che  essential  work  of  the  nation  ; 
and  Kemp  was  one  who  had  gained  for  himself,  by 
his  own  talents,  the  highest  positinn  to  which  a  sub- 
ject could  aspire  in  England,  not  only  in  the  realm 
but  iiT  the  Church. 

Thus,  at  a  time  when  the  functions  of  royalty  itself 
were  suspended,  the  chancellor,  the  oificial  keeper 
of  Ihc  king's  conscience,  was  suddenly  ijJsCn  away  ; 
and  in  him  England  also  lost  her  primate,  always 
one  of  the  most  important  members  of  the  Council. 
The  formation  of  a  governing  Council  was  now  more 
important  than  ever ;  but  the  most  pressing  ques- 
tions of  all  were  the  appointment  of  a  new  chan- 
cellor and  of  a  new  archbishop.  W'hfs  wgg  to  lake 
upon  himsdf  to  nominate  either  ihe  one  or  the 
other?  The  queen's  modest  claim  to  be  invested 
with  the  functions  of  her  husband  had  not  been 
lisUncd  to  by  the  Lords;  but  the  powers  as  yet 
conferred  upon  the  Duke  of  York  were  only  to 
repiesent  the  king  in  Parliament. 

It  was  upon  the  i  ijlh  of  March  that  the  Commons 
had  pressed  Iheir  petition  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Council.     Cardinal  Kemp  died  on  the  22nd.     On 
the  23rd  the  Lords  app<iinted  twelve  of  their  number 
as  a  deputaiion,   headed  by  Waynflele, 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  to  ride  to  Windsor  (.fLriKio 
and  enileavour,   if  possible,  to   lay  the  ii'«  *■'"":■ 
state  of  matters  before  the  king.     Their  instructions 
Were  drawn  up  in  six  articles,  but  only  two  were  to 
be  communicated  lo  the  king  if  they  found  him 
unable   to  pay  attention  to  wh^it  was   said.     These 
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two  were  a  mere  assurance  of  anxiety  to  hear  of  his 
recovery,  and  that  the  Lords,  under  the  presidency 
of  the  duke  as  his  lieutenant,  were  using  their  best 
di^rction  in  the  afTairs  of  the  nation.  If  any  re- 
sponse were  made  lo  these  two  articles,  the  deputa- 
tion was  then  to  lell  him  of  the  death  of  Cardinal 
Kemp,  and  ask  to  know  his  pleasure  who  should  be 
the  new  archbishop  and  who  should  be  appointed 
chancellor.  They  were  to  say  that  for  the  security 
of  the  Great  Seals  (thcrt  were  at  this  time  no  less 
than  three  Great  Seals  used  in  the  Chancery)'  the 
Lords  had  caused  them  to  be  produced  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  after  being  seen  by  all  the  Lords  they 
were  enclosed  in  a  coffer  sealed  by  a  number  of  the 
Peers  present,  and  then  laid  up  in  the  Tieaaury. 
Finally,  they  were  to  ask  the  king's  mind  touching 
the  establishment  of  a  Council,  telling  him  how 
much  it  was  desired  by  the  Commons,  and  suggest- 
ing the  names  of  certain  Lords  and  persons  whom 
it  was  thought  desirable  to  appoini  as  Councillors, 
All  these  matters,  however,  were  to  be  communicated 
only  to  the  king  in  the  strictest  privacy.* 

The  deputation  returned  two  days  after  wtlh  a 
report  of  the  total  failure  of  their  mission.  They 
had  waited  on  the  king  at  Windsor  )ust  after  he  had 
Th*i,in,g'4  dined,  but  could  get  from  him  no  answer 
iiLibctiiiry.  norsigTi  that  he  understood  their  message. 
The  Bishop  of  Winchester  thcTi  told  the  king  (hat  the 
Lords  had  not  dined,  and  that  after  they  had  they 
would  wait  on  him  again.  After  dinner  accordingly 
they  were  again  with  him,  and  tried  all  they  could 
to  elicit  an  answer ;  but  the  king  was  speechless. 
They  then  proposed  that  he  should  go  into  another 
room,  and  he  was  led  between  two  men  inio  his 
bedchamlrer.  A  third  and  last  effort  was  then  made 
to  rouse  him  by  every  expedient  that  could  be 
imagined;  and  when  all  else  failed,  a  question  was 

>  Nkol«'i  FrTiTy  Centicil  Procctdiittc,  vol  vL  preface,  pp.  clii*iH..3i. 
*  Haiti  ^ Pfhaitutil,  140-1. 
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put  to  him  which  involved  no  more  than  a  simple 
yes  or  no.  Was  it  his  Highness's  pleasure  that  they 
should  wail  on  him  any  longer?  A  long  pause  was 
allowed  in  thts  hope  that  any  mere  physical  difficulty 
might  be  overcome.  A  faint  nod,  even  a  shake  of 
the  head,  would  have  been  regarded  wfth  some 
degree  of  satisraclion.  But  it  was  all  in  vain. 
'They  could  have  no  answer,  word  ne  sign  ;  and 
therefore  with  sorrowful  hearls,  came  their  way.'  ' 

It  was  now  clear  that  the  highest  constitutional 
authority  resided  for  the  limt  in  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal.  The  reader,  imbued  with  modern 
notions  of  the  power  and  prestige  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  may  possibly  tlimk  that  their  vott:s,  too, 
should  have  been  consulted  in  the  formation  of  a 
Government.  Such  a  view,  however,  would  be  radi- 
cally erroneous.  The  influence  which  the  House  of 
Commons  has  in  later  times  actiuired — an  influence 
so  great,  (hat,  unfortunately  for  the  nation,  we  have 
seen  in  out  day  an  Act  passed  by  the  Peers  ^  notori- 
ously against  their  own  consciences  as  a  body,  in 
deference  to  the  will  oS  the  Lower  Chamber^is  a 
thine  "^ot  directly  rccof;nised  by  the  constitution,  but 
only  due  to  the  control  of  the  national  purse-strings. 
Strictly  speaking,  the  House  of  Commons  is  not  a 
legislative  body  at  all,  but  only  an  engine  for  voting 
supplies.  The  Peers  of  the  realm,  in  Tailiament  or 
out  of  Parliament,  are,  according  to  the  constitution, 
ihe  sovereign's  privileged  advisers.  A  liing  may, 
no  doubt,  at  any  lime  call  to  him  what  other  coun- 
cdliors  he  pleases,  and  the  prerogative  of  the  Lords 
may  lie  dormant  for  a  very  long  period  of  time  ; 
but  the  Peers  of  the  realm  have,  individually  or  in  a 
body,  a  right  to  tender  their  advice  upon  affairs  of 
state,  which  belongs  to  no  other  members  of  the 
community. 

'  Ftith ef  Pa'-liamtnl,3^t. 

»  The  Inih  Church  Aci,  1869.  Tlie  tcrnihlr  ]d5S  oF  eslctm  *hleh  Ihe 
Hooat  of  Lordt  a.uir«r.^d  m  r:onsti|UFnct  of  (hear  having  pd<h4Hi  \Va''  Acl 
hu  «lnc  br«n  [o  ^lomr  mcnt  CDnipFiibnilcd  by  ihcir  rtjection  of  <!lc  HckjQff 
Ruh  Bill  ;  bill  Mlly  la  Hmc  exIcDl. 
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On  the  a 7th  of  March,  therefore— two  days  after 
Ihe  religrt  of  the  deputation  that  had  sccn  the  king 
at  Windsor- — the  Ix>rds  took  the  first  step  towards 
TiwDwV^vf  the  establishment  of  order  and  govem- 
Yo.lL  Frowctor.  ^^.^t,  by  electing  Richard,  Duk<:  ot  York, 
a^  Protector  and  Defejider  of  the  realm.  The  title 
of  Protector  essentially  implied  an  interim  adminis- 
trator during  a  period  when  the  king,  by  legal  or 
physical  incapacity,  was  unable  to  exercise  his  reyal 
functions  in  person.  A  Protector's  tenure  of  power 
was  therefore  always  limited  by  the  clause  ifMamdiu 
Re^  phiceret.  It  was  terminable  by  the  king  him- 
self the  moment  he  found  himself  Jtble  to  resume  the 
actual  duti«  of  royalty.  Even  a  protectorship  like 
that  of  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  instituted  m 
consequence  of  the  king  being  an  infant,  was  termi- 
nated before  the  royal  child  was  eight  years  old  by  the 
act  of  hr3  coronation.  The  crownud  and  anointed 
infant  hecanie  a  king  indeed,  and  therefore  no 
longer  ri?c[uitecl  the  services  of  a  Protector ;  so  from 
thai  day  Oukc  Humphrey  had  ceased  to  wield  any 
authority  except  that  of  an  ordinary  member  of  the 
Council.  But,  indeed,  evert  d^lting  his  protector- 
ship, his  powers  were  greatly  circumscribed ;  and  it 
had  been  expressly  decided  by  the  Council  that  he 
was  not  competent  to  perform  an  act  of  state  with- 
out the  consent  of  a  majorily  of  the  other  Lords, 
Richard,  therefore,  knowing  that  bis  powers  would 
be  Limited,  was  most  anxious  that  his  responsibility 
should  be  accurately  defined,  that  no  one  might 
accuse  him  thereafter  of  havlnp  exceeded  the  just 
bniits  of  his  authority.  He  delivered  in  a  pa|>er 
contaming  certain  articles,  of  which  the  first  was  as 
follows : — 


'Howbeit   tha.1   I  .am   not  suffidt^nt  a\  myseir,  of  witdam, 

cunniag-,  nor  atiilily,  lo  Lake  upon  me  Ih.il  worthy  uanic  of 
Prote-clor  and  Defciidei  of  liiis  ImJ,  not  llie  charae  lh«tiflo 
appertain  ins,  -whercunlo  it  haih  liked  ynu,  my  Lords,  to  call, 
name,  and  desire  iilc  unworthy  tlicreunlo ; — under  protestation. 
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if  1  shall  ap|>ly  mc  lo  the  pccrnnntng  of  youc  said  de&re,  and  at 

yrjur  inslancir  (aWf  ii}ji>ii  nii;,  wilh  yui!r  SUfiporlittifin,  the  snid 
name  nnd  cliarj^L',  1  ilidsir;  anii  ]>iuy  you  tliat  in  tliis  prcsEiit 
l*MrIianictiE  ntitl  hy  aulhurily  lht;ri!o{it  hn  linacttii,  thai  i.if  ytiu* 
scifanil  utymir  ffte  !t?ul  (iii'fe  disifwsilion,  yi;  dtsire,  namu  and 
call  mc  lo  iW  sniiJ  namf  and  charge,  nnd  Ihni  of  any 
prEsumplion  ol  mysLlf,  I  take  Ihcm  not  upon  aie,  but  unly  uf 
ihc  due  nnd  bumWc  utreisanct  that  I  owe  to  do  unln  ihe  kinj, 
(tut  most  (tread  and  Soveicigti  Loid,  and  Id  you  ihe  I'lrk-cigc  at 
this  Lind,  in  whom  liy  ihc  occa^iun  of  ihc  ifllirniity  of  oui  iaid 
Snvcrcign  Lorl,  rcslclh  the  cicrcise  of  his  a«lhorily,  whose 
noble  cainmandmenls  I  am  as  rendy  to  pcrfurm  and  olicy  as 
any  his  liegt  mtm  alive  ;  and  at  such  lime  as  it  shall  [ilease  uut 
tile&'vd  Cieal'it  lu  TL-slori.-  his  nuhle  |ierMii  lu  healllifiil 
(liipoMtiriu,  it  shall  like  j«ju  so  to  dcclaic  and  notify  to  his 
good  giacc. '  * 

In  rupty  to  ihis,  it  was  put  on  record  that  it  was 
'thought  by  the  Lords  that  ihf  said  Duke  desir*;th 
that  of  his  great  wisdom  for  his  discharge.'  And 
they,  too,  for  their  own  justification,  resolved  that  an 
Act  should  be  mavJe  according  lo  a  precedent  dvring 
the  king's  minority,  setting  forth  that  they  themselves, 
from  ihe  sheer  necessity  of  the  case,  had  been  com- 
pelled to  take  upon  themselves  the  power  of  nomi- 
nating a  Protector.  So  jealous  were  the  Lords  of 
anything  like  an  invasion  of  Ihe  royal  prerogative! 

Further,  the  duke  required  that  the  Lords  would 
aid  him  cordially  in  the  executiou  of  his  duties  and 
vQuld  esactly  del'inesuch  powers  and  libertios  as  they 
meant  him  lo  c-xercise  ;  that  they  would  arrang*,'  whnt 
salary  he  should  receive  ;  and  that  all  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  belonging  to  the  Kind's 
Council  would  agree  to  act  ir  the  Councils  of  the 
Protector.  These  matters  being  at  length  satisfac- 
torily adjusted,  the  duke  was  formally  created 
Protector  by  patent  on  ihe  3rd  of  April.  It  was, 
however,  at  the  same  time  provided  by  another 
patent  that  the  office  should  devolve  on  the  king's 
son  as  soon  as  he  came  of  age."  After  this,  five 
Lords  were  apptiinted  lo  have  the  keeping  of  the  sea 


1  Rtibe/Fart.  v.  i^i. 


*  I^irl.  343- 
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against  Llie  king's  enemies,  a.itd  in  addition  to  ibe 
subsidies  already  voted  by  E'arliamenl  for  that  object, 
a  loan,  amounting  in  oil  to  ^ioqo,  was  levied  upon 
lli(j  different  seaports.'  This  was  but  light  taxalion, 
and  was  no  doubt  cheerfully  submitted  to.  The 
good  town  of  Bristol,  we  know,  did  more  thaji  it  was 
asked ;  for  .Sturmyn,  the  Mayor,  lilted  out  a  stately 
viissel  expressly  for  the  war.'  Evidently  there  were 
/Aail  and  patriotism  in  the  country  whenever  there 
was  a  government  that  could  make  good  useof  them. 

And  there  was  real  need  of  thai  patriotism  ;  for 
the  French  were  again  threatening  Calais.  They  also 
Cal;iH..Biin  niadc  a  descent  in  great  force  on  the 
iiiJangM.  isles  of  Jersey  and  C-uernaey,  but  were 
defeatcil  by  the  valour  and  loyalty  of  thii  inhabitants, 
who  killed  or  took  prisoners  no  less  than  five  hundred 
of  liieir  assailants.*  A  Council  was  called  to  meet 
at  Westminster  oir  the  61h  of  May,  to  lake  measures 
for  the  defence  of  Calais,*  the  resuh  of  which  and 
of  further  deliberations  on  the  subject  was  seen  in 
the  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  York  as  captain  or 
governor  of  the  town,  castle,  and  marches.  This 
office  was  granted  to  him  by  patent  on  the  iSth  of 
July,''  but  he  only  agreed  to  undertake  it,  as  he  had 
done  the  Frotectoiship,  subject  to  certain  express 
conditions  to  which  he  obtained  the  assent  of  the 
Lords  in  Parliament.  Among  these  was  one  stipula- 
tion touching  bis  remuneration,  in  which  he  affirms 
that  lie  had  served  the  king  formerly  at  his  own  cost 
in  the  important  offices  he  had  filled  in  France  and 
in  1  relaiid,  so  that  owing  to  non-paymeul  of  his  salary, 
he  had  been  obliged  to  -sell  part  of  his  inheritance 
and  pawn  plate  and  jewels  which  were  still  unre- 
deemed." A  very  different  sort  of  governor  this  from 
the  avaricious  Somerset  I 

Meanwhile  other  changes  had  been  made  in  tbe 
administration.     On  the  and  of  April — the  day  before 

*  Nu,  aM.  *  Nicolps'i  frivy  Cniail  Pracecdi'nes.  »i-  ■?(. 
^  Uymtr,  Hr.  331-      C^nt'^  i^oitoit  ami /•'jtmcA  Rmlit, 

*  Ratis  if  Pari.  v.  i%i. 
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the  dake's  appointment  as  Protector— the  Great 
Seal  had  bet-n  given  to  Riuhard  Ncvill,  i>;.«„h^nt« 
Earl  of  Salisburj',  as  chancellor ;  and  Co  inihtNunii. 
prevent  any  renewal  of  disturbances  in  the  North  by 
ihe  ijarl's  former  oppuncni  Lord  Egreniont,  his 
(ather,  the  Karl  of  Northumberland,  was  summoned 
before  the  Council.  But  before  the  day  came  which 
was  given  him  :o  make  his  apfjcaranct;,  news  arrived 
that  Lord  Egrenionl  had  already  been  making  large 
assemblies  and  issuing  proclamfilions  of  fL'bellion, 
in  concert  with  the  IJukc  of  Exeter,  To  restore 
tranquillity,  it  was  thought  proper  that  the  Duke  of 
York  should  go  do-wn  inlo  Yorkshire,  where  he  no 
sooner  made  his  appearance  than  his  presence  seems 
to  have  put  an  end  to  all  disturbances.  The  Duke 
of  Exeter  disappeared  from  the  scene  and  was  rcporled 
to  have  gone  up  secretly  to  London ;  but  llie 
adherents  of  Lord  Egremont  continued  to  L;ive  some 
trouble  in  Westmoreland.  Thither  the  Duke  of 
York  accordingly  received  orders  from  the  Council 
to  proceed;  but  he  probably  found  it  unnecessary, 
for  on  the  Sth  of  ^une  it  is  slated  that  he  intended 
remaining  about  York  till  after  the  2Dlh.  Every 
appearance  of  dislurhance  seems  to  have  been  quelled 
with  ease  ;  and  a  number  of  the  justices  having  been 
sent  into  Yorkshire  for  the  punishment  of  [■ast 
offences,  the  Protector  was  able  to  return  tu  London 
in  the  beginning  of  July.'' 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  two  eldest  sons  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  Edward,  Earl  of  March,  and  Edmund, 
Earl  of  Rutland,  who  were  of  the  ajijes  of  twelve  and 
eleven  respectively,  addressed  the  following  interesting 
letter  to  Ihuir  f;uher  :'— 

'  7i  iMe  ryghi  hUgh  and ntyghty  Prin-ce,  oure  motl  vionchipfHll 
amd  grtttly  reJoubled  lorde  and  fader,  Ikt  Dvkt  of  Yorkf, 
PretiCtar  and  Difeitmr  trf  F.ngSande. 

'  Ryghl  hicgh  and  myehty  I'rincL',  ourc  most  warscliipfull 
and  grcCclj  redoubled  lordc  and   Fader,  in.  us  lowcly  wyse  ns 

*  Nicotoi's  Prim  Cmtntil  Prtcet^/nt'.  vi-  it*,  '9i"L     '^''•*  "*■  '"'■ 
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any  S9nncs  con  or  ma)*  wc  tccomtun<le  ii£  un  tq  ^ymitc  c" 
JfJi-deschip.  And  plntse  hit  yuurc  SiiegliiiMSf  lo  wUtc  ilial  wc 
hftve  receyvfld  youre  w-DtSchiip(iil  k-iirt-fi  j-tslurday  l>y  your 
servaunl  William  Cleion,  liuryng  il.ilc  ai  Voikf  ihe  iiin  iluy  uf 
Maij,  b>'  ihe  wliidie  Wiliiani  Linil  by  Iht-  ttlaciuri  of  Joliti 
MiltWTilici  *c  conceyvc  youi  wuischipfull  and  vietotious  spcile 
agcmcst  yom  cncmysc,  to  Ihet  etcIc  shame,  and  lo  us  llic  inusl 
COmrnrLiible  lydingcii  llial  we  de^if-cd  ta  here  VVIicic  of  wc 
itianke  Atmyghly  GoJ  of  his  ycftc^,  bcscchiri);  Ilyui  hcrldy  (t 
K'fvi;  yijwi;  llial  grace  nnJ  cwlidisn  Joriun?  here  aJiiir  to  l(n*we 
your  enemyse  dnd  to  havt  tlic  victofy  of  them.  Ard  yef  hit 
pluse  your  hie|;hiiPMe  lo  knowv  of  oure  wilfaie,  ni  ih?  inakyng 
of  ihislettru  we  wtre  in  good  heliili  of  liodis,  ihonkcd  Iw  tiiid  ; 
besecliing  your  goiid  and  Ericiouse  Fadethnde  of  youTc  ilaily 
bliswing.  And  -whtrc  yc  comaunde  us  by  your  saiiH  Ictlrcs  lo 
atietvde  spccinly  to  cure  lernyng  in  our  yone  ngc  that  schiildc 
ciuae  us  to  (fco-wc  to  honour  and  wgrschip  irv  r^m  o|J«  ^i:^. 
Please  hil  yourc  hicghncsS'i;  to  willc  tlmt  wc  have  t»(tetti1ef] 
(vwri  Urnyng  sith.  we  come  heder,  And  scliall  here  aflut ;  by  ihe 
whiche  wu  trust  to  God  yourc  graciouse  lotdesrhjp  .inil  good 
Fadurhnde  schall  bt'  pkcsitl.  Also  wc  bcst'che  your  rdoA 
brdevchip  that  hit  may  placse  yowi^  la  scndi:  us  Ilarry 
LovedcyTic.  grome  of  your  keehyn,  whoi  service  is  lo  us  tj^hl 
ngreable  ;  and  we  will  scndc  yovr  Julin  boyea  to  wayic  on  youie 
good  Loideschip.  R^lil  hiegh  and  mygMy  Prince,  out  m'/sl  , 
worschipfuMftndgr«lirlyredoulned  lorJeand  Fader,  We  brseche  j 
Aliorehty  G'kI  ycve  yowi;  ns  godd  lyfe  nnd  longe  a'  ynur^  owne 
PrJBieely  Htrt  con  l-*5t  dcsiw.  Writen  al  ynnr  Castill  of 
Lodelow  the  iij  day  (jf  June. — Vourc  humUe  snunes. 

'E.  Marchh, 

'E.  RUTLOND." 


Soon  after  the  duke  had  retuiiied  lo  London  his 
presence  was  required  [it  a  Great  Council  summoned 
for  the  i8th  of  July,  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
ThuRiiktof  liberating  on  ball  hjg  great  rival  and 
Somrriei-  personal  enemy,  the  DuVe  of  Somerset, 
who  had  been  now  seven  months  in  prison.  On  this 
point  York  had  only  one  piece  of  advice  to  offer, 
which  was,  that  as  he  had  been  coninnitted  lo  custody 
upon  suspicion  of  treason,  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
should  be  taken  before  he  was  released  from  confine- 
ment. That  he  had  remained  so  long  without  a  trial 
was  not  unnatural,  considering  the  nature  of  the 
times.     It  was  a  bold  step  indeed  to  try  him  at  a" 
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while  there  wa.&a  chance  of  the  weak-minded  king's 
recovery  ;  bul  this  step  was  certainly  resolved  oji. 
The  iStb  of  October  was  tlie  day  appainted  for  liis 
trial ;  and  the  Dulte  of  Norfolk,  who,  as  we  have  seen, 
had  been  the  first  to  move  the  capital  charge  against 
him,  was.  ordered  by  that  day  to  be  ready  to  produce 
his  proofs.  Meanwhile  the  lords  concurred  that  it 
was  clearly  inexpedient  to  let  him  go,  especially  as 
the  number  of  lords  assembled  was  not  so  great  as  it 
should  have  been  on  the  occasion;  and  the  opinion 
of  the  Duke  of  York  was  not  only  agreed  to,  but  at 
his  request  was  put  on  record.' 

Six  days  later  it  was  agreed  at  another  meeting  of 
the  Council  (hat  the  Duke  of  York  should  return 
into  the  North  with  the  Duke  of  Exeter  in  his  custody, 
whom  he  was  to  confine  iji  the  castle  of  L'omfretas 
a  state  prisoner.^ 

By  these  decisive  steps  the  authority  of  the  Duke 
of  York  was  at  length  secured  on  something  like  a 
stable  footing.  During  the  remainder  of  his  protec- 
torate theri!  could  no  longer  be  a  doubt  to  whose 
hands  power  was  committed  ;  and  England,  at  last, 
had  the  blessing  of  real  government,  able  and 
vigorous,  but  at  the  same  limt;  rooder.ile.  The 
resolulionB  of  the  Council  soon  became  known  to 
the  public.  'As  for  tidings/ wrote  William  Paston 
to  his  brother  in  Norfolk,  'my  lord  of  York  hath 
taken  my  lord  of  Exeter  into  his  award.  The  Duke 
of  Somerset  is  still  in  prison,  in  worse  case  than  he 
was.'  William  Paston  wrote  in  haste,  but  these  were 
two  matters  of  public  importance  to  be  mentioned 
before  all  private  affairs  whatever.*  And  yet  the 
private  affairs  of  which  he  wrote  in  the  same  letter 
will  not  be  without  interest  even  to  the  ^,  ,  „  „ 
readers  ol  this  introduction.  William  ^ocMorcsiiiD 
Paston  now  reported  to  his  brother  that  '"  '^"'^t'l''- 
Sir  John    Fastolf  was  about  to  take  his   journey 

1  Niaiiii't  Prifii  CauHCii  FfiKMifiMiri..  ii-  mj. 
tJiiJ.  air,  ^it.  -■'  Na.  HI- 
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into  Norfolk  within  a  few  da^,  and  proposed  to 
take  up  his  residence  at  Caister.  His  going  tbither 
must  have  been  regarded  as  an  event  not  only  in  ihe 
iieighhyutliood  of  Yarmouth  but  even  in  the  city  ot 
Norwkh.  At  all  events  it  was  highly  important  to 
John  Faston,  whose  advice  ihe  old  knight  valued  in 
many  matters.  '  He  saith,'  wrote  William  Paston  to 
his  brother,  'ye  are  the  heartiest  kinsman  and  Thend 
thai  lie  Itnoweth,  He  would  have  you  ai  Mauteby  ' 
dwelling.'  This  must  have  been  written  in  the  latter 
part  of  July.  Sir  John  did  not  actually  go  into 
Norfolk  quite  so  soon  as  he  intended  ;  but  he  appears 
to  have  been  there  by  the  beginning  of  September.' 
There  in  his  complettd  castle  of  Caister  he  had 
at  length  taken  up  his  abode,  to  spend  the  evening 
of  his  days  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  on  the 
inheritance  of  his  ancestors.  There  during  the  next 
five  years  he  spent  his  time,  counting  over  the  items 
of  a  number  of  unsettled  claims  he  had  against  the 
crown,"  and  meditating  also,  it  would  seem,  on 
another  account  he  had  with  Heaven.  For  the  latter 
the  foundation  of  a  college*  or  religious  endowment, 
in  which  were  to  be  maintained  'seven  priests  and 
seven  poor  folk  '  at  Caister,  might  possibly  liquidate 
his  delits.  But  in  his  transactions  with  his  fellowmen 
he  was  certainly  for  the  most  part  a  creditor,  and  by 
no  means  one  of  the  most  generous.  Instances  will 
be  found  in  his  letters  in  abundance  showing  with 
what  vehemence  (testy  old  soldier  that  he  was  !)  he 
perpetually  insisted  on  what  was  due  to  himself;— 
how  he  desired  to  know  the  names  of  those  who 
would  presume  to  resist  his  agent,  Sir  Thomas  Howes 
^hcjw  they  should  be  requited  '  by  Blackbeard  oi 
Wiitcbcard,  that  is  to  say,  by  God  or  the  Devil '  ;* — 
how  he  noted  that  Sir  John  Buck  had  fished  his 
s  tanks  and  helped  to  break  his  dam;'  how  he  had 

I  The  manor  of  MaDleb^i  whiGh  came  lo  Jobn  Paaltm  by  hii  muriace, 
wsi  nnly  rhfee  milei  dUlin!  fnim  Caulcr. 
t  Na.  316.       »  Nuv  303,  a«.        1  Nc^  SH.  3M.  3U,  tU.  U>,  134- 
»  No.  SB.  S  No..ISe.lSl, 
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been  informed  that  at  a  dinner  at  Norwich  certain 
gentlemen  had  used  scomfu!  language  abouL  him, 
and  desired  to  know  who  they  were.^  In  this 
perpetual  self-assertion  he  seems  neither  to  have  been 
ovCT-indulgent  towarils  adversaries  nOr  eVen  Siifhciently 
con&idcrate  of  friends  and  depiendants.  'Cruel  and 
vengeable  he  hath  been  ever,'  says  his  own  servant 
Henry  Wsndaor,  'and  for  the  most  part  without  pity 
and  mercy.'^  So  also  on  the  part  of  his  faithful 
secretary,  William  Worcester,  we  find  a  complaint  of 
shabby  treatment,  apparently  at  this  very  time  when 
the  household  was  removed  lo  Caister.  To  a  letter 
in  which  John  Paston  had  addressed  him  as  '  Master 
Worcester,'  the  latter  replied  ivilh  a  request  that  he 
would  'forget  that  name  of  mastership,' for  his  position 
was  by  no  means  so  greatly  improved  as  to  entitle 
him  to  such  respect-  HJS  salary  was  not  increased 
by  one  farthing;  in  certainty — only  'wages  of  house- 
hold in  common,  ftttaunf  comr  nmos  />/(!(>(/ '^which 
apparently  meats,  assured  to  him  Only  during  his 
master's  pleasure.  AVhen  he  complained  to  his 
master  of  this,  all  the  satisfaclion  he  obtained  was 
that  Sir  John  expressed  a  wish  he  had  been  a  priest, 
when  he  could  have  rewarded  him  with  a  living." 

There  are,  indeed,  in  more  than  one  of  Worcester's 
letters  in  this  collection  symptoms  of  ill-conccaled 
chagrin  and  disappointment.  Nor  were  such  feelings 
unnatural  in  one  who,  probably  out  of  regard  for  an 
ill-appreciated  hero,  ha<i  devoted  the  best  energies 
of  his  life  to  the  services  of  such  a  master  as  Fastolf. 
A  native  of  Bristol,  the  son  of  one  wiiifnn. 
William  Worcester,  who  lived  in  St.  WarcBt«. 
James's  Bee  in  that  town,  he  was  descended  by  tlic 
mother's  side  from  a  wealthy  family  of  Coventry,  and 
often  Called  himself,  instead  of  Worcester,  by  his 
mother's  maiden  name  of  Botoner.  Born  in  the 
year  1415,  he  had  entered  the  university  of  Oxford 
in  14531  and  been  four  years  &  Student  at  Hart  Hall^ 
■  No.  las.  '  No.  m.  3  Not.  114,  ns. 
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now  Balliol  College  :  after  which  he  had  gone  into 
Faslolfs  service.  I'Or  many  years  he  had  been 
steward  of  Sir  John's  manor  of  Caslle  Combe  in 
Wiltshire,  and  mss.  still  exist  in  his  handwriting 
relating  to  the  holding  of  manorial  courts  there.'  ^m 
He  had  also  been  FastolPs  secretary'  in  drawing  up  ^| 
various  stalemcnls  regarding  the  wars  in  France  in  ^^ 
vindication  of  his  master's  policy.-  He  was  a  man 
of  literary  tastes,  who  had  already  presented  some 
compositions  to  his  patron.*  Later  in  life  he  WTOte 
a,  book  of  annals,  which  is  an  important  historical 
authority  for  the  period.  It  seems  lo  have  been  ^j 
about  a  year  before  his  master's  dealh  that  he  set  ^M 
himstlf  assiduously  to  learn  French,  utidet  the  tuition  ^^ 
■of  a  Lombard  named  Caroll  Giles.*  From  this 
instructor  he  had  purchased  several  books,  and 
Henry  Windfior  suspected  he  had  run  himself  into 
debt  in  coniicquence.,  He  had  faJriy  owned  to 
Windsor  'he  would  be  as  glad  and  as  fain  of  a  good 
book  of  French  or  of  poetry,  ag  my  master  Fastolf 
would  be  to  purchase  a  fair  manor,'  This  French 
zeal  appears  to  have  excited  the  contempt  of  some 
of  his  acquaintances — among  others  of  Friar  Brackley, 
who  nicknamed  him  Colinus  Gallicus."  But  he  had 
a  special  object  in  view  in  which  a  knowledge  of  this 
language  was  imporlant ;  for  he  had  begun  translating, 
at  FastolPs  request,  from  a  French  version,  Cicero's 
treatise  tie  Senecttite.  This  work  appears  lo  have  been 
left  on  his  hands  at  Sir  John  FastolPs  death,  and  on 
the  loth  of  August  147J  he  presented  it  to  his 
patron's  old  friend,  Dishop  Waynflele,  at  Esher. 
'Sed  nullum  ri^gatdum  recepi  de  tpiscopo'  (but  T 
received  no  reward  from  the  bishop),  is  his  melan- 
choly comment  on  the  occasion,''  The  work  was 
ultimately  printed  by  Caxton  In  14S1.  Worcester 
was  an  assiduous  collector  of  information  on  topics 

I  AJd.  MS.  -iSjoB,  B.M.  "  .StcvcD'on'j  If  an,  ii.  ftiQ]  ij. 

)  'Sleltfb  vA^ificniv  pn  ennn  iffo  oJ  in«.i3ii|ju[i  J.   t'luiijirc  tniliiiv' 

*  LeItcrSlS.  »  l«ller  331-  «  lim.  j«. 
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of  every  description,  and  a  number  of  his  common- 
place books  remain  at  this  day.  But  like  many  m£ii 
of  letters  after  him,  he  found  that  industry  of  this 
sort  may  look  in  vain  for  any  reward  boyond  the 
szttisfactiun  of  gratified  curiosity.^ 

Along  with  iheannouncemcnt  that  Sir  John  Fastolf 
Kp-asabout  to  j;o  into  Norfolk,  William  Paston  informed 
his  brolher  that  the  old  knight's  stepson,  Stephen 
Scrope,  would  resldcat  Caister  along  with  Stephen 
him.  Of  this  Stephen  Scrope  our  Letters  Snoj... 
make  not  tinfrequenl  mention  ;  but  the  leading  facts 
of  his  history  are  obtained  from  other  sources.  He 
was  the  son  oi  Sir  Stephen  Scrope,  by  his  wife*  Lady 
AliticenL,  who  married  Kastolf  after  her  liusband's 
death.  At  the  time  oF  this  second  marriage  of  his 
mother,  young  Scrope  was  about  ten  or  twelve  years 
oi  ngc,  and  being  heir  to  a  considerable  property,  his 
stepfather  had  the  management  of  his  afTairs  during 
his  minority.  Bitterly  did  he  complain  in  after  years 
of  the  manner  in  which  Sir  John  had  discharged  the 
trust.  Accordinp  to  the  unfeeling,  mercenary  fashion 
in  which  such  matters  were  then  managed,  Fastolf 
sold  his  wardship  to  Chief-Justice  Gascoigne  for  500 
marks;  'through  the  which  sale,'  wrote  Scrope  at  a 
later  dale,  '  I  took  sickness  that  kept  me  a  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years  [en]suing  ;  whereby  I  am  disfigured 
in  my  person  and  shall  be  whilst  I  live.'  GascoJgne 
held  ihis  wardship  for  three  years,  and  by  right  of  it 
intended  to  marry  Scrope  to  one  of  his  own  daughters; 
but  as  the  young  lad's  friends  thought  the  match 
nmequal  to  his  fortune,  Fastolf  bought  the  wardship 
back  again.^  Stephen  Scrope,  however,  when  he 
grew  up,  was  not  more  grateful  for  the  redemption 
than  for  the  original  sale  of  his  person.  '  He  houfrht 
ire  and  sold  me  as  a  beast,'  (so  lie  writes  of  Sir  John 
Fastolf),  'against  all  right  and  law,  to  mine  hurt 
more   than    1000   marks."      In  consequence  of  the 

1  T»iii«i'«  Itiilial/iettt^    Sec  alsn  n  ihmIcc  of  William  Worctstrrifi  Rttn- 
ifttri^t  Kffi/vM,  Second  Sttk*,  il.  (ji-i. 
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stinginess  of  his  stepfather  he  was  obliged,  on  coming 
of  age,  to  sell  a  manor  which  was  part  of  his 
inheritance  and  take  service  with  Humphrty  Puke  of 
Gloucester  in  France;  by  whom,  according  to  his 
own  account,  he  had  some  hope  of  obtaining  restilu- 
tion  of  the  lordship  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  which  had 
belonged  to  his  uncle  the  Ear]  of  Willshire  in  the 
days  of  Richard  ii.  But  Sir  Johti  Fastolf  got  him  to 
give  tjp  his  engagement  with  the  duke  and  serve  with 
himsulf,  wliich  he  did  for  several  y«ars,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  both  parties.  Afterwards,  however,  on 
some  dispute  arising,  Scrope  returned  to  England, 
when  Sir  John  sent  home  word  that  he  must  pay  for 
his  meat  and  drink.  To  do  this  he  was  driven  to 
contract  a  marriage  which,  by  his  own  account,  was 
not  the  most  advantageous  for  himself;  and  his 
stepfather,  instead  of  showing  him  any  compassion, 
brought  an  action  against  him  by  which  he  was 
deprived  of  all  the  little  property  that  his  wife  had 
brought  him.' 

Of  this  first  wife  of  Stephen  Scrope  we  know 
nothing,*  except  that  she  died  and  left  him  a  daughter 
some  years  before  we  find  any  mention  of  him  in  the 
Paston  eoirespondence.  His  necessities  now  com- 
pelled him  to  resort  to  the  same  evil  system  of 
bargaininjj  in  flesh  and  blood  of  which  he  had  com- 
plained in  his  own  case.  '  For  very  need,*  he  writes, 
'  I  was  fain  to  sell  a  little  daughter  I  have  for  much 
less  than  I  should  have  done  by  possibility.' — a 
considerable  point  in  his  complaint  being  evidently 

1  Savjv'i  liisUry  b/  Iht  AfuKT-  o/ Cattle  Cumie.  pp.  9(u,-ii^,  The 
Ha.  fonucrli'  at  Ca*t!c  Coiiibt,  In  whitit  Mr.  S«nU*  fcfrrs  in  Ibii  wart, 
hnm  »iiicc  been  |.ii«en[c<]  hy  him  and  Mr.  LownJei,  the  iircKrH  lord  of 
t\it  ifuuior,  ro  tVue  EiEririEh  MuMum.  One  bi  Ehen  w«  Iiavf  r^rinted  in 
No  VS. 

'^  She  U  hui  unlikely  la  have  been  tbe  Indy  loeiiiraned  in  Nfl.  YS. 
'  F^LiciTtirr'^  ditiL^liicr  of  Londi>n,  lKoc  Sir  RcymJIii  Cobli^Eii  haj  wL-<filed.  ' 
ThM  F  find  nwnl  t\ax  hsv*  be«n„a^  I  have  ^laTpjL  in  a  rooliiofe,  (he  «ndliiv 
of  f^ir  RE-L^in;i!ii  C-jL^liajn  uf  Bii^rbor'aiigh,  who  died  id  [4-46  \  faf  rhcEc  fzis- 
an  diLflier  Sir  KtifEnnld  Ci^lilum,  wbo^e  widcvf  ElizLbech  wai.  ncirfanl  la 
Willb-iii  CKn'ord  a«  early  ai  ta-{^.  {Jn/fuhHiftu^ pvti  wirPrtfttr,  j>6  Htn-  vi. 
Ko^  ]i.)  That  ihere  U  ihr  Irss  dii&tiilty  in  aicribuline  Lclicr  71  10  a 
ibutib  etulicrdatc  than  (Lat  a&ikgnFil  Lo  iL  by  lb<  rndDHcmcnL 
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the  lowncss  of  the  price  he  got  for  his  own  child. 
It  seems  that  hedisposedof  her  wardship  Ig  a  Itniyht' 
whose  name  docs  not  appear ;  but  the  terms  of  the 
contract  became  matter  of  interest  some  time  after- 
wards to  John  Paston  and  his  mothei,  when  Scrope 
who,  besides  being  disfigured  in  person,  was  probably 
not  far  from  fifty  years  of  age,  made  an  offer  for  the 
hand  of  Pasloirs  sister  Elizabeth,  a  girl  of  about 
twenty.  The  proposed  match  did  not  take  effect; 
hut  it  was  for  some  lime  seriously  entertained.  Ajj;nes 
Paslon  writes  that  she  found  the  young  lady  htirself 
'  never  so  willing  to  none  as  she  is  to  him,  if  it  be  so 
that  his  land  stand  clear.'-  The  reader  will  perhaps 
think  Irom  this  expression  that  the  young  lady  had 
been  pretty  early  taught  the  importance  of  consider- 
ing worldly  prospects  ;  but  there  were  other  motives 
which  not  improbably  helped  to  influence  her  judg- 
ment. '  Slie  was  never  in  so  great  sorrow  as  she  is 
now-a-days,' wrote  Elizabeth  Clere  to  John  Toston. 
as  a  reason  for  eoncluding  the  matter  at  once  with 
Scrope  if  no  more  desirable  suitor  presented  himself. 
Her  mother  would  not  allow  her  to  see  any  visitor, 
and  was  suspicious  even  of  her  intercourse  with  the 
servants  of  her  own  house.  'And  she  Lath  since 
Easier  the  most  part  been  beaten  once  in  the  week 
or  twice,  and  sometimes  twice  in  one  day,  juid  her 
head  broken  in  two  or  three  places.'^  Such  was 
the  rough  domestic  discipline  to  which  even  girls  in 
those  days  were  occasionally  subjected  ! 

Some  years  certainly  elapsed  after  this  before  cither 
Stephen  Scrope  found  a  wife  or  Elij:abelh  Paston  a 
husband.  The  former  ultimately  married  Joan,  the 
daughter  of  Richard  Bingham,  judge  of  the  King's 
Ifench  ;  the  latter  was  married  lo  Robert  I'oynings, 
whom  we  have  already  had  occasion  lo  notice  as  an 
ally  of  Jack  Cade  in  1450,  and  a  ringleader  in  other 
movements  a  few  years  later.  This  .second  marriage 
appears  to  have  taken  place  about  New  Year's  Day 
I  Utlcj  n.  =  No.  TO.  »  No.  7L 
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1459;' before  which  time  we  find  various  other  pro- 
posals for  hcT  hand  besides  that  of  Sciope."  Among 
tHesi^  it  may  be  noted  that  Edmund  Loid  Grey  of 
Hastings  wrote  to  her  brother  to  say  that  he  Itnevf  a 
gentleman  with  properly  worth  300  marks  (_;^joo) 
a  year  to  whom  she  might  be  dispost^  of.  No  doubt, 
as  in  similar  cases,  this  gentleman  was  a  feudal 
ward,  whose  own  opinion,  was  the  very  last  that 
wlis  consulted  as  to  the  lady  to  whom  he  should  be 
united.  Dut  it  is  time  lliat  we  return  to  tlie  current 
of  public  afTairs.' 


The  Strife  of  Parties 


At  Christmas,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  nation,  the 
king  began  to   recover  from   his  sad  illness.      He 

Thr  kiii2'&      woke  up,  35  it  wcrs,  (Vom  a  long  sleep. 

«.^veiy.  So  decidedly  bad  he  regained  his  faculties, 
that,  first,  on  St.  John's  Day  (27th  Decern ber),  hecom- 
m.Kided  his  almoner  to  ride  to  Canterbury  with  an 
oficrinii,  and  his  secretary  to  present  another  at  the 
shrine  of  St.  Edward,  On  the  following  Monday, 
the  30th,  the  queer*  came  to  him  and  brought  with 
her  the  infant  prince,  for  whom  nearly  twelve  months 
before  she  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  bespeak  his 
notice.  What  occurred  at  that  touching  interview 
we  know  from  a  letter  of  Edmund  Clere  to 
John  Paston,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  wish 
it  recorded  in  other  words.  'And  then  he  ashed 
what  the  Prince's  name  was,  and  the  queen  told 
him  "  Edward  " ;  and  then  he  held  up  his  hands  and 
thanked  God  thereof     And  he  said  he  never  knew 

I  K,?  No,  sn.  '  Ni«.  i9s,  sM,  aio, 
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till  that  time,  oor  wist  what  was  said  to  him,  nor 
wist  not  where  he  had  been  whilst  he  hath  been 
sicJc,  till  now.  And  he  asked  who  was  godfathers, 
and  the  queen  told  him;  and  lie  was  well  apaid. 
And  she  told  him  that  the  cardinal  (Kemp)  was 
dead ;  and  he  said  he  knew  never  thereof  till  that 
time  ;  and  he  said  one  of  the  wisest  lords  in  this  land 
was  dead." 

On  the  7th  of  January,  Bishop  Waynflete  and  the 
Prior  of  St.  John's  were  admitted  to  speak  with 
him,  and  finding  his  discourse  as  clear 
and  coherent  as  they  had  ever  known     *■"*'*"■ 
it,  on  coming  out  of  the  audience  chamber  they 
wepl  for  joy,' 

Joy  was  doubtless  the  prevailing  sentiment  among 
all  ranks  and  classes  of  people  ;  but  there  was  one 
to  whom  the  news  of  the  king's  recovery  must  have 
afforded  a  delight  and  satisfaction  beyond  what  any 
one  else — unless  it  were  Queen  Margaret— could 
possibly  derive  from  it.  The  Duke  of  Somerset  had 
now  lain  in  prison  more  than  a  year.  The  day 
appointed  for  his  trial  had  passed  away  and  nothing 
had  been  done.  It  certainly  casts  some  suspicion 
upon  the  even-handed  justice  of  the  Uuke  of  Vork, 
that  his  adversary  was  thus  denied  a  hearing ;  but 
the  fault  may  have  been  due,  after  all,  to  weakness 
more  ihan  malice.  In  cases  of  treason,  when  once 
a  trial  was  instituted  against  a  leading  nobleman,  a 
conviction  was,  in  those  days,  an  absolutely  invari* 
able  result ;  but  this  made  it  a  thing  all  the  more 
dangerous  to  attempt  when  it  was  hopeless  to  expect 
the  positive  sanction  of  the  king.  The  real  cause, 
however,  why  Somerset  was  not  brought  lo  trial  can 
only  be  a  matter  of  conjecture.  His  continued  con- 
finement, however  harsh,  was,  according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  those  days,  legal ;  nor  was  it  till  six  weeks 
after  the  king's  recovery  that  he  was  restored  lo 
liberty.  A  new  day,  meanwhile,  and  not  a  very 
1  No.  SM.  I  Hid. 
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early  one,  was  fixt;ci  for  the  hearing  of  charges  against 
liim.  On  the  morrow  of  AU  Souls — ^the  3rd  of 
Noveraber  following — he  was  to  appear  before  the 
Council,  This  was  determined  on  the  sth  of 
February,  I'our  lords  undertook  to  give  surety  in 
their  own  proper  persons  that  he  would  maitc  his 
appearancL-  on  [lie  day  named;  and  orders  were 
immediately  tssised  to  reltasu  him  from  confine- 
ment' 

On  the  4th  day  of  March,  he  presented  himself  at 
a  Council  held  bufare  ihc  king  in  his-  palace  at 
Greenwich.  The  Duke  of  York  was  present,  with  ■ 
ten  bishops  and  twenty  temporal  peers,  among  whom 
were  ihe  Protector's  friend,  the  Earl  of  i>aiisbury, 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Worcester,  Treasurer 
of  England,  and  the  king's  half-brother,  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke.  His  accuser,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  was 
absent,  probably  not  without  a  reason.  In  presence 
of  the  assembled  lords,  Somerset  then  declared  that 
he  had  been  imprisoned  without  a  cause  and  con- 
fined in  the  Tower  of  London  one  whole  year  and 
more  than  ten  weeks  over,  and  had  only  been 
liberated  on  bail  on  the  7th  of  February.  So,  as  he 
declared  there  was  no  charge  made  against  him 
for  which  he  deserved  to  be  confined,  he  besought 
the  king  that  his  sureties  might  be  discharged  ; 
offering,  if  any  one  would  accuse  him  of  anything 
contrary  to  his  aUegiance,  that  he  would  be  ready  at 
all  times  to  answer  according  to  law  and  like  a  true 
knight.  His  protestations  of  loyalty  were  at  once 
accepted  by  the  king,  who  thereupon  declared  that 
that  he  knew  the  duke  to  be  his  true 
and  faithful  liegeman,  and  wished  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  so  reputed  him.  .^fter  this,  the 
mouths  of  all  adversaries  were  of  course  sealed  up. 
The  duke's  bail  wurc  discharged.  His  character 
was  cleared  from  every  insinuation  of  disloyalty;  and 
whatever  c|uestions  m^ht  remain  between  him  aad 
'  Ryniec.  ii,  jlSi. 
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the  Duke  of  York  were  referred  lo  Lhc.  arhilration  of 
eij^ht  other  lords,  whose  judgment  both  p;irLit!s  wtre 
bound  over  in  rccogniiyiuices  of  30,000  marks,  that 
they  wnuLd  ikbjde. ' 

The  significance  of  all  this  could  not  be  doubtful. 
The  king's  recovery  had  put  an  tnd  to  ihe  IHike  of 
York's  power  as  Protector,  aLid  he  was  determined 
lo  be  guided  nnco  more  by  the  counsels  of  ihe  queen 
aud  Somerset,  On  the  <Jth  Maroh,  Vork  was  deprived 
of  the  govcrnmenl  of  Calais  which  he  had  under- 
taken by  indenlure  for  seven  years."  On  the  7th, 
the  Great  Seal  was  taken  from  the  Earl  of  Salisbury 
and  given  to  Thomas  Bourchier,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  These  changes,  or  at  least  the  former, 
promised  IiUlc  good  to  the  ci^untry  ;  and  in  the 
beginning  of  May  we  not  only  find  that  Calais  stood 
again  in  irmninem  danger  of  siei^c,^  but  that  con- 
siderable fears  were  enttrtained  of  an  invasion  of 
Eni-land.'  But  to  the  Duke  of  York  they  gave 
csiust!  for  personal  apprehension.  NolAvithslanding 
the  specious  appointment  i^f  a  tribunal  to  settle  the 
controversy  between  him  and  Somerset,  il  was  utterly 
tmpossihle  for  him  to  expect  anything  like  an  e(|uit- 
able  adjusttlletlt.  A  Council  was  calkd  at  West- 
minster in  the  old  exclusive  spirit,  neither  York  nor 
any  of  his  friends  beinp  summoned  to  attend  it.  A 
Great  Council  was  Ihen  arranged  to  meet  flt  Leicester 
long  before  ihe  day  on  which  judgment  was  to  be 
given  by  the  arbitrators ;  and  It  was  feared  both  by 
York  and  his  friends,  the  F^arlg  of  Salisbury  and 
Warwick,  that  if  they  ventured  to  appear  there  they 
would  find  themselves  entrapped.  The  oslemiiible 
ground  of  the  calling  of  that  coyncjl  was  to  provide 
for  the  surely  of  the  king's  person  ;  from  which  rl 
was  fairly  to  be  conjectured  that  a  suspicion  of 
treason  was  to  be  itisinuatcd  against  peisons  who 

1  Rym*r,  xi  3**^  3S3. 
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Yai)t  aiKl  bill 
riisndi  taki: 
arms. 

May  they 


were  too  deservedly  popular  to  be  arrested  in  London 
with  safety  to  the  GovernmenC,^ 

Vork  had  by  this  timt;  retired  into  the  north,  and 
uniting  with  Salisbury  and  Warwick,  it  was  deter- 
mined by  all  three  that  the  cause  assigned  for  the 
calling  of  the  Council  justilied  them  in 
Peking  the  king's  presence  with  a 
strong  body  of  foHowers.  On  the  aoth 
arrived  at  Royston,  and  from  thence 
a  letter  to  Archbishop  fiourchicr,  as 
Chancellor,  in  which  they  not  only  repudiated  all 
intention  of  disloyalty,  but  declared  that,  as  the 
Council  was  summoned  for  the  surety  of  the  king's 
person,  they  had  brought  with  thera  a  company  of 
armed  followers  expressly  for  his  protection.  If  any 
real  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  they  were  come 
to  do  him  service ;  but  if  iheir  own  personal  enemies 
were  abusing  their  influence  with  the  king  to  inspire 
him  with  causeless  distrust,  they  were  determined  to 
remove  unjust  suspicions,  and  relied  on  their  armed 
companies  for  protection  to  themselves.  Meanwhile 
they  requested  the  archbishop's  intercession  to  ex- 
plain to  Henry  the  true  motives  of  their  conduct." 

Next  day  they  marched  on  to  Ware,  and  there 
penned  an  address  to  the  king  himself,  of  which 
copies  seem  to  have  been  diffused,  either  at  the 
time  or  very  shortly  afterwards,  in  justification  of 
Iheir  proceedings.  One  of  these  came  to  the  hands 
of  John  Paston,  and  the  reader  may  consequently 
peruse  the  memorial  for  himself  in  Volume  i.^  In 
it,  as  will  be  seen,  York  and  his  friends  again  made 
most  urgeiU  protest  of  tiieir  good  Intent,  and  com- 
plained grievously  of  the  unfair  proceedings  of  their 
enemies  in  excluding  them  frOm  the  royal  presence 
and  poisoning  the  king's  mind  with  doubts  of  their 

'   RaSUafPart.  V.  aJo-i.  '  thld. 
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allegiance.  They  declared  tbal  ihey  iiad  no  other 
JTiIent  in  seelcing  the  king's  presence  than  to  prove 
themselves  his  true  liegemen  by  doing  him  iili  the 
service  in  their  power ;  and  they  referred  him 
further  to  a  copy  of  their  letter  to  the  archbi&hup, 
which  they  thought  it  well  to  forward  nlony  with 
their  memorial,  as  they  had  not  been  informed  Chat 
he  had  shown  its  contents  to  the  ting. 

in  point  of  fact,  neither  the  letter  to  the  arch- 
bishop nor  the  memoria!  to  the  king  himself  was 
allowed  to  come  to  Henry's  ha.nds,    The  archbishop, 
indeed,  had  done  his  duty,  and  on  receipt  of  the 
.etter  to  himself  had  sent  it  on,  with  all  haste,  to 
rKilhum,  where  his  messenger  overtook  the  king  on 
iis  way  northwards  from    Londnn.     Jlul   the   man 
was  not  admitted  into  the  royal  pres.ence;  for  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  and  his  friends  were  determined 
ae  Vorkists  should  not  be  heard,  that  Iheir  advance 
light  wear   as  much  as  possible  the  aspect  of  a 
sbellion.     York  and  his  allies  accordingly  marched 
Fon  from  Ware  to  St.  Albans,  where  ihey  arrived  at 
an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  jsnd.     Mean- 
while the  king,  who  had  left  London  the  day  before, 
accompanied   by   the    Dukes   of    Buckingham   and 
Somerset,   his  half-brother,  Jasper  Tudor,   Earl   of 
Pembroke,  the   Earis   of   Northumberland,    Devon- 
^shire,  Stafford,  Dorset,  and  Wiltshire,  and  a  number 
if  other  iords,  knights,  and  gcnllemenj  amounting 
in  aJI  to  upwards  of  looo,  arrived  al  the  very  same 
place  jusl  before  them,  having  rested  at  Watfard  the 
previous  night.     Anticlpalint;   the  approach  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  the  king  and    his  friends  occupied 
ttlie  suburb  of  St.  Peter's,  wliidi  lay  on  that  side  of 
rthe  town  by  which  the  duke  tnust  necLS&arily  come. 
The  latter  accordingly,  with  the  Earls  of  Salisbury 
,  and  Warwick,  drew  up  their  forces  in  the  Keyfield, 
_  STitside  the  barriers  of  the  town.      From  seven  in 
'  the  morning   till   near   ten    o'clock    the   two   hosts 
remained  facing  each  other  without  a  blow  being 
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struck  ;  during  which  time  ihe  duke  and  ihe  Iwo 
earls,  still  endeavouting  to  obtain  a  peaceful  inter- 
view with  the  king,  petitioned  la  hnv«  an  answer  to 
their  jneraoria.!  of  the  preceding  day.  They  were 
told  in  reply  lliat  it  had  not  been  received  by  the 
king,  on  which  they  made  new  and  more  urgent 
representations.  At  first,  it  would  seem,  they  de- 
manded access  to  the  royal  presence  to  declare  and 
justiry  their  true  intentions ;  but  when  this  could  not 
be  oLjtained,  they  made  a  still  more  obnaxious 
request.  They  insisted  that  certain  person?  whom 
ihfiy  would  accuse  of  treason  should  be  delivered 
into  their  hands,  reminding  the  king,  as  respectfully 
as  the  fact  could  be  alluded  to,  tlial  past  experience 
would  not  permit  them  to  trust  to  a  mere  promise 
on  hh  part  that  a  traitor  should  be  kept  tn  confiQe- 
ment.' 

For  the  answer  made  to  this  demand,  and  Tor  the 
details  of  the  battle  which  ensued,  we  may  as  well 
refer  the  reader  to  the  very  curious  paper  (No.  239) 
from  which  we  have  already  derived  most  of  the 
above  particulars.  We  are  not  here  writing  the 
history  of  the  times,  and  it  may  be  sufflcicnt  for  iis; 
to  say  that  York  and  his  friends  were  eompletely 
Baittfof  victorious.  The  action  lasted  only  half 
Si.Aibaiu.  aT]~HDiir~  The  Duke  of  Somerset  vras 
slain,  and  with  him  the  Karl  of  Northumberland, 
Lords  Clifford  and  Clinton,  with  about  400  persons 
of  inferior  rank,  as  the  numl>ers  were  at  first  reported. 
This,  however,  seems  to  have  been  an  over-estimate.^ 
The  king  himself  was  wounded  by  an  arrow  in  the 
neck,  and,  after  the  engagement,  was  taken  prisoner; 
while  the  Earl  of  Wiltshire,  and  the  Duke  of  York's 
old  enemyi  Thorpe,  Red  disgracefully.  When  all 
was  over,  the  duke  with  the  two  earls  came  humbly 
and  knelt  before  the   king,  beseeching  his  foryive- 

'  No,  939.    Hr:!h^BfP-,ri.  v.  *Bi->. 
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nes5  for  what  they  had  done  in  his  presence,  and 
retjuesting  liini  lo  acknowledge  them  as  his  true 
liegemen,  seeing  that  Lhey  had  never  intended  to  do 
him  peraonal  Injur)'.  To  this  Henry  at  unce  agreed, 
and  took  them  once  more  into  favour.' 

Thus  again  was  effected  'a  change  of  minislry' — 
by  sharper  and  more  violent  means  ilian  had  formerly 
been  employed,  hut  certainly  hy  ihe  only  means 
which  had  now  become  at  all  practicable.  The 
govemmeni  of  Soniersd  was  distinctly  unconsuiu- 
tional.  The  deliberate  and  systematic  exclusion 
from  the  king's  councils  of  a  leading  peer  of  the 
realm— of  one  who,  by  mere  hereditary  right,  quite 
apart  from  natural  capacity  and  fitness,  was  entitled 
at  any  lirne  to  give  his  advice  to  royalty,  ^-as  a  crime 
thai  could  not  be  justilied.  For  conduct  vury  similar 
the  two  Spencers  had  been  banished  by  Parliament 
in  ihe  days  of  Edward  ii.;  and  if  il  had  been  syfTcred 
now  tf)  remain  unpunished,  there  would  not  have  ex- 
isted llie  smallest  check  upon  arbitrary  government 
AfiA  intolerable  maladministration. 

Such,  we  may  be  well  nssured,  was  the  feeling  of 
the  city  of  London,  which  on  the  day  following  the 
battle  received  the  victors  in  triumph  with  a  general 
procession.-  The  Duke  of  York  conducted  tlie  kiiij; 
to  the  Bishop  of  London's  palace,  and  a  council 
being  assembled,  writs  were  sent  out  for  a  Parlia- 
menl  to  meet  on  Ihe  tjlh  of  July  following.*  Mean- 
while the  duke  was  made  Constable  of  England, 
and  I-ord  Eourchier,  Treasurer.  The  defenci;  of 
Calais  was  committed  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick.* 
There  »-a.s,  however,  no  entire  and  sweeping  change 
made  in  the  officers  of  state.  The  Great  Seal  was 
allowed  to  continue  in  the  hands  of  Archbishop 
Bourchier. 

It  remained,  however,  for  Parliament  to  ratify 
what  had  been  done.  However  juslifi^ible  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  the  conduct  of  York  and  his 
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allies    wore    an    aspect    of    violence    towards    the 

sovereign,  which  made  it  necessary  Ihat  its  legality 
should  be  investigated  by  the  highest  court  in  the 
realm.  Inquiry  was  made  both  in  Parliameiit  and 
by  the  Icing's  Council  which  of  the  lords  about 
the  king  had  been  responsible  for  provoking  the 
collision.  Angry  and  unpleasant  feelings,  as  might 
be  expected,  burst  out  in  consequence.  The  Earl 
of  Warwick  accused  Lord  Cromwell  to  the  king, 
and  whi;n  the  latter  attempted  to  vindicate  himself, 
swore  that  what  he  staled  was  untrue.  So  greatly 
was  Lord  Cromwell  intimidated,  that  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  at  his  request,  took  up  his  lodging  at 
St.  James's,  beside  the  Mews,  for  his  protection. 
The  retainers  of  Vork,  Warwick,  and  Salisbury  went 
about  fully  armed,  and  kept  their  lords'  barges  on 
the  river  amply  furnished  with  weapons.  Proclama- 
tions, however,  were  presently  issued  against  bearing 
arms.  The  Parliament,  at  last,  laid  the  whole  blame 
of  the  encounter  upon  the  deceased  Ouke  of  Somer- 
set, and  the  courtiers  Thorpe  and  Joseph;  and  by 
an  Act  which  received  the  royal  assent,  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  riuku  of  York  and  his  friends  had 
acted  the  part  of  good  and  faithful  subjects.  'To 
the  which  bill,'  said  Henry  Windsor  in  a  letter  lo  his 
friends  Bocking  and  Worcester,  *  many  a  man 
grudged  full  sore  now  it  is  past';  but  he  requested 
them  to  bum  a  communication  full  of  such  uncotn- 
forlable  matter  to  comment  upon  as  the  quarrels  and 
heartburnings  of  lords. ' 

But  with  whatever  grudge  it  may  have  been  that 
Parliament  condoned  the  acts  of  the  Yorkists,  it 
seems  not  to  have  been  without  some 
degree  of  pressure  Ihat  the  duke  and 
his  allies  obtained  a  Parliament  so  much 
aftertheir  own  minds.  Here,  for  instance,  we  have  the 
Duchess  of  Norfolk  writing  lo  John  Paston,  just  before 
the  election,  Ihat  it  was  thought  necessary  "that  my 
1  No.  »3. 
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lord  have  at  this  time  in  the  Parliament  such  persons 
as  long  unlo  him  and  be  of  his  menial  servants  (!) '; 
on  which  account  she  requests  his  vote  and  influence 
in  favouf  of  John  Howard  and  Sir  Roger  Chamber- 
lain.' The  application  could  scarcely  have  been 
agreeable  to  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed  ; 
for  it  seems  that  John  Paston  himseif  had  on  this 
occasion  some  thought  of  coming  forward  as  a 
candidate  for  Norfolk.  Exception  was  taken  to 
Jchn  Howard,  one  of  the  duke's  nominees  (who, 
about  eight -and-twenty  years  later,  was  created  Duke 
of  Norfolk  himself,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
present  ducal  family),  on  the  ground  that  he 
possessed  no  lands  within  the  county;^  and  at  the 
nomination  the  names  of  Berney,  Grey,  and,  Paston 
were  received  with  greater  favour."  John  Jenney 
thought  It  'an  evil  precedent  for  the  shiie  that  a 
strange  man  should  be  chosen,  and  no  worship  to 
my  lord  of  Vork  nor  to  my  lord  of  Norfolk  to  write 
for  him  ;  for  if  the  geittletuen  of  the  shire  will  suffer 
such  inconvenience,  in  good  f^iith  the  shire  shall  not 
be  called  of  such  worship  as  it  hath  been.'  So  un- 
popular, in  fact,  was  Howard's  candidature  that  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  was  half  persuaded  to  give  him  up, 
declaring,  that  since  his  return  was  objected  to  he 
would  write  to  the  under-sheriff  that  the  shire  should 
have  free  eleclioiii,  provided  they  did  not  choose  Sir 
Thomas  Tuddenham  or  any  of  the  old  adherents 
of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk.  And  so,  for  a  time  it 
seemed  as  if  free  election  would  be  allowed.  The 
undersberifTeven  ventured  to  write  to  John  Paston 
that  he  meant  to  return  his  name  and  that  of  Masttr 
Grey;  'nevertheless,'  he  added  significantly,  'I  have 
a  master.'  Howard  appeared  lo  be  savage  with  dis- 
appointment. He  was  'as  wode'  (i.e.  mad),  vrrote 
John  Jenney,  'as  a  wild  bullock.'  But  in  the  end 
it  appeared  he  had  no  need  to  be  exasperated,  for 
wtien  the  poll  came  to  be  taken,  he  and  the  other 
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nominee  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  were  Found  to  hsve 
gahied  the  day,' 

Besides  the  acl  of  indemnity  for  llie  Duke  of  York 
and  his  partisans,  and  a  new  oath  of  alltjgiance  being 
sworn  to  by  the  Lords,  litlle  was  done  at  this  onecl- 
ing  of  the  Farliiimo-nt.  On  the  ,vst  July  it  was  pro- 
rogued,  lo  meet  aj^ain  upon  the  lilh  November. 
Bui  in  the  interval  another  complication  had  arisen. 
Tli€  tinjj;,  who  yeems  lo  have  suffet^jd  in  h(?alth  from 
the  severe  shoi;k  that  hu  must  have  received  by  the 
battle  of  St.  Albans,^  had  felt  the  necessity  of  retire- 
ment to  recover  his  composure,  and  had  withdrawn 
beforethe  meeting  of  Parliament  to  Hertford;  atwhicli 
time  the  Oiike  of  York,  in  order  to  be  near  him.  look 
up  his  quarters  at  the  P'rinrs  al  Ware."  He  was  well, 
or  at  all  events  well  enough  to  open  Parliament  in 
person  on  the  gth  July  ;  but  shortly  afterwards  he 
retired  to  Hertford  again,  where  according  to  the 
date.s  of  his  Privy  Seals,  I  find  that  he  remained 
TijcHnB  during  August  and  September.  In  the 
aeainiiL  moHth  of  October  following  he  was  still 
there,  and  it  was  reported  that  he  had  fallen  sick  of 
his  old  infirmity  ;^which  proved  to  he  too  inie. ' 

Altogether  matterslooked  gloomy enotigh.  Change 
of  ministry  by  force  of  arms,  whatever  mipht  be  said 
for  it,  was  not  a  thing  to  win  the  confidence  either 
of  king  or  peojile.  There  were  prophecies  bruited 
about  that  another  battle  wOuld  take  place  before 
Sl  Andrew's  Day — ihe  ^eatesl  that  had  been  since 
the  battle  of  Shrewsbury  in  the  days  of  Henry  iv. 
One  Dr.  (Jreen  ventured  to  predict  it  in  detail.  The 
scene  of  the  conflict  was  to  be  between  ihe  Bishop 
of  Salisbury's  Inn  and  Westmin.stup  Bars,  and  three 
bishops  and  four  temporal  lords  were  to  be  among 
the  slain.  The  Londoners  were  spared  this  excite- 
niiiiittanrtt  nisnt ;  hut  from  the  country  Uiere  came 
in  iL.  Wmi.  news  of  a  party  outrage  committed  by 
the  eldest  son   of  the   Earl  of  Devonshire,  on  a 
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dependent  of  the  I^rd    Bonvile,  and  the  WesI  of 

Engl:tinJ  sC'Cnis  to  hsve  been  disturbed  for  some 
lime  afterwards.^  From  a  local  sis.  chronicle  cited 
by  Holirshed,  it  appears  that  a  regular  pitched 
battle  took  place  htitwt?en  the  two  noblemen  on 
Clist  H«:ath,  about  two  iiiilcs  from  Exeter,  in  which 
Lord  Uonvile  having  gained  the  victory,  entered 
triumphantly  into  the  City,  A  modern  historian  of 
EsKter,  howc\-er,  seems  to  have  read  the  ms.  dilfcr- 
eiilly,  and  tells  us  that  Lord  Uonvile  was  driven  into 
the  city  by  deftat,-  However  this  may  he,  the  Earl 
of  Devonshire  did  not  allow  the  matter  to  ri;5t. 
Accompanied  by  a  large  body  of  retainers — no  less,  it 
is  staled,  than  800  horse  and  4000  fool— he  attacked 
the  Dean  and  Canons  of  Extiter,  made  several  of  the 
latter  prisoners,  and  robbed  the  cathedral.-' 

That  one  out  of  the  number  of  chose  great  lords 
who  had  been  attached  to  the  government  of  the 
queen  and  the  Duke  of  Somerset  should  thus  have 
abused  his  local  influence,  was  pretty  much  what 
mii^ht  have  been  cKpected  at  such  a  juncture.  Bui 
the  effect  wu,s  only  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  York 
when  Parliament  met  again  in  November,  The 
situation  was  now  once  more  what  it  had  been  in 
the  beginning  of  the  previous  year.  The  day  before 
Parliament  met,  the  Duke  of  York  obtained  a  com- 
inission  to  act  as  the  king's  li'uutenant  on  its 
assembling.*  The  warrant  for  the  issuing  of  this 
commission  was  signed  by  no  less  than  thirty-nine 
Lords  of  the  Council.  The  Houses  then  met  under 
the  presidency  of  the  duke.''  The  Commons  sent  a 
deputation  to  the  Upper  House,  to  petition  the  Lords 
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that  Thc]'  would  '  be  good  means  to  the  King's  High* 
ness'  for  the  appointment  of  sorae  person  to  under- 
take [he  defence  of  tlhc  realm  and  the  repressing  of 
disorders.  But  foi  some  days  this  request  remained 
unanswered-  The  appeal  was  renewed  by  the  Com- 
mons a  second  time,  and  again  a  third  time,  with  an  in- 
timation that  no  other  business  would  be  attended  to 
till  it  wasanswered.  On  rh<i  second  occasion  the  Lords 
named  the  Duke  of  York  Protector,  but  he  desired 
that  they  would  excuse  him,  and  elect  some  other. 
The  Lords,  however,  declined  to  alter  their  choice, 
VofkftBiih  3^(1  'he  duke  at  last  agreed  to  accept 
Froteciot.  the  office,  on  certain  specific  conditions 
which  experience  had  taught  him  to  make  still  more 
de6nite  for  his  own  protection  than  those  on  which 
he  had  before  insisted.  Among  other  things  it  was 
now  agreed  that  the  Protectorship  should  not  again 
be  terminated  by  the  mere  fact  of  the  king's  re- 
covery ^  but  that  when  the  king  should  be  in  a 
position  to  exercise  his  functions,  the  Protector 
should  be  discharged  of  his  office  in  Parliament  by 
the  advice  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal.' 

On  the  19th  of  November,  accordingly,  Vork  was 
formally  appointed  Protector  for  the  second  time. 
Three  days  afterwards,  at  Westminster,  the  king, 
whose  infirmity  on  this  occasion  could  scarcely  have 
amounted  to  absolute  loss  of  his  faculties,  committed 
the  entire  government  of  the  kingdom  to  his  Council, 
merely  desiring  that  they  would  inform  him  of  any- 
thing they  might  think  fit  to  determine  touching  the 
honour  and  surely  of  his  person.*  The  business  of 
the  nation  was  again  placed  on  something  like  a 
stable  and  satisfactory  footing  ;  and  Parliament,  after 
sitting  till  the  13th  December,  was  prorogued  to  the 
t4th  January,  in  order  that  the  Duke  of  York  might 
go  down  into  the  west  for  Che  repressing  of  those 
disorders  of  which  we  have  already  spoken.^ 
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Unluckily,  things  did  not  remain  long  in  a  con- 
dition so  hopeful  foi  the  restoration  of  order.  Early 
in  the  following  year  the  king  recovered 
his  health,  and  notwithstanding  the  sup-  ""  '""^  ' 
port  of  which  he  had  been  assured  in  Parliament, 
York  knew  that  his  aulhority  as  Protector  would  be 
taken  from  him.  On  the  gth  of  February,  as  we 
learn  from  a  letter  of  John  Docking,  it  had  been 
anticipated  that  he  would  have  received  his  discharge 
in  Parliament;  but  he  was  allowed  to  retain  office 
for  a  fortnight  longer.  On  that  day  he  and  Warwick 
thought  fit  to  come  to  the  Parliament  with  a  com- 
pany of  300  armed  men,  alleging  thut  they  stood  in 
danger  of  being  waylaid  upon  the  road.  The  pretence 
does  not  seem  lo  have  been  generally  credited  ;  and 
the  practical  result  of  this  demonstration  was  simply 
lo  prevent  any  other  lords  from  going  to  the  Parlia- 
mem  at  all.' 

The  rea)  question,  however,  which  had  to  be  con- 
sidered was  the  kind  of  government  that  should 
prevail  when  Vork  was  no  more  Protector,  The 
queen  was  again  making  anxious  efforts  to  get  the 
inaiiagement  of  affairs  into  her  own  hands;  but  the 
battle  of  St.  Albans  had  deprived  her  of  her  great 
ally  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  there  was  no  one  now 
to  fill  his  place.  It  is  true  he  had  left  a  son  who  was 
now  Uuke  of  Somerset  in  his  stead,  and  quite  as 
much  attached  to  her  interests.  There  were,  more- 
over, the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  others  who  were 
by  no  means  friendly  lo  the  Duke  of  Vork.  But  no 
man  possessed  anything  like  the  degree  of  power, 
experience,  and  political  ability  to  enable  the  king 
to  dispense  entirely  with  the  services  of  his  present 
Protector.  The  king  himself,  it  was  said,  desired 
that  he  should  be  named  his  Chief  Councillor  and 
Ueutenant,  and  that  powers  should  be  conferred 
upon  him  by  patent  inferior  only  lo  those  given  him 
by  the  Parliament.  But  this  was  not  thought  a  likely 
'  No.  aTS. 
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settlement^  and  no  one  really  knew  what  was  to  be 

the  new  rigimt.  The  attention  or  ihu  Lords  was 
occupied  with  '  a  great  gleaming  star '  which  had  just 
made  its  appearance,  and  which  really  oETered  t& 
much  help  to  the  solution  or  tiie  enigma  as  any 
appearances  purely  mundane  and  political.' 

At  length  on  the   25th   of   Fehruaiy   the   Lords 
exonerated  York  from  his  dutias  as  Protiictor;  soon 
Agrdn  after  which,   if  not   on   the   same   day, 

di«harg.d.  Parliament  must  have  been  dissolved.- 
An  Act  of  Resumption,  rendered  necessary  by  the 
state  of  the  revenue,  was  the  principal  fruit  of  its 
deliberations.'  The  finances  of  the  kingdom  were 
placed,  if  not  in  a  sound,  at  Ivast  in  a  more  hopeful 
condition  than  befonj;  and  Parliament  and  the  Pro- 
tector were  both  dismissed,  without,  apparently,  the 
slightest  provision  being  made  for  the  future  conduct 
of  affairs.  Government,  in  fact,  aeems  almost  to  have 
fallen  into  abeyance.  There  is  a  most  striking  blank 
in  the  records  of  the  Privy  Council  from  the  end  of 
January  145')  to  the  end  of  November  1457.  That 
some  councils  were  held  during  this  period  we  know 
from  other  evidences;'  but  with  the  exception  of 
one  single  occasion,  when  it  was  necessary  to  is^ue 
a  commission  for  the  trial  of  insurgents  in  Kenl,^ 
there  is  not  a  single  record  left  to  tell  us  what  was 
done  at  ihem. 

Yet  the  machine  of  state  still  moved,  no  one  could 
tell  exactly  how.  Acts  were  done  in  the  king's 
name  if  not  really  and  truly  by  the  king,  and  by  the 
sheer  necessity  of  the  case  York  appears  to  have  had 
the  ordering  of  all  things.  But  his  authority  hung 
by  a  thread.     His  acts   were  without  the  slightest 
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validity  except  in  so  far  as  they  might  be  con- 
sidered as  having  the  sanction  of  the  king  ;  and  in 
whatever  way  that  sooicLion  may  or  m,iy  not  have 
been  expiessed,  there  waa  no  security  that  it  would 
not  afterwards  be  withdrawn  and  disavowed. 

-■\nd  so  indeed  it  happened  at  litis  time  in  a  matter 
that  concerned  deeply  the  honour  of  the  whole 
country.  The  outbreak  of  civil  war  had  provoked 
the  interference  uf  an  enemy  of  whom  Englishmen 
were  always  peculiarly  intolerant.  The  Duke  of 
Somtrsei  slain  at  St.  Albans  was  uncle  mr  Kin^ 
to  James  ii.,  the  reigning  King  of  Scot-  ufStni* 
land,  who  is  said  to  have  resented  his  death  on  the 
ground  of  consanguinity.  In  less  than  six  weeks 
after  the  battle,  '  the  King  of  Scots  with  the  red  face,' 
as  he  is  called  in  a  contemporary  chronicle,  laid 
siege  to  Berwick  both  by  water  and  land.  But  the 
Kishop  of  Durham,  the  liarl  of  Northumberland,  and 
Other  Lords  of  the  Marches,  look  prompt  measures 
for  the  relief  of  the  town,  and  soon  assembled  such 
a  force  as  to  compel  James  not  only  to  quit  the 
siege  but  to  leave  all  his  ordnance  and  victuals 
behind  him.^  How  matters  stood  between  the  two 
countnes  during  the  next  ten  months  we  have  no 
precise  itiformalion ;  but  it  is  clear  that  England, 
although  the  injured  party,  could  not  have  been 
anxious  to  turn  the  occa.sion  into  one  of  open 
rupture.  F'eace  still  continued  to  be  preserved  till, 
on  the  loth  of  May  145(1,  James  wrote  to  the  King 
of  England  by  Lyon  herald,  declaring  that  the  truce 
of  1 453  was  injurious  to  his  kingdom,  and  that  unless 
mure  favourable  conditions  were  conceded  to  him 
he  would  have  recourse  to  arms.-  A  message  more 
calculated  to  fife  the  spirit  of  the  English  nation  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  James  to  write ; 
nevertheless,  owing  either  to  Henry's  love  of  peace, 
or  to  his  lack  of  advisers  after  his  own  mind,  it  was 
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not  till  the  36th  of  July  that  any  answer  was  returneil 
to  iL  On  that  day  the  Duke  of  York  obtained,  or 
took,  the  liberty  of  replying  in  Henry's  name.  To 
the  insolence  of  the  King  of  Scots,  he  opposed  all 
the  haughtiness  that  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  most  warlike  of  Henry's  anccslors.  Insisting 
to  the  fullest  extent  on  those  claims  of  feudal  superi- 
ority which  Enjjland  never  had  ahandoned  and 
Scotland  ntvcr  had  acknowledged,  he  told  James 
that  his  conduct  was  mere  insolence  and  treason  in 
a  vassal  against  his  lord;  that  It  inspired  not  the 
slightest  dread  but  only  contempt  on  the  part  of 
England;  and  that  measures  would  be  speedily 
taken  to  punish  his  presumption. '^ 

A  month  later  the  Duke  of  York  addressed,  a 
letter  lo  James  in  his  own  name,  declaring  thai  as 
he  understood  the  Scotch  king  had  entered  England, 
he  purposed  lo  go  and  meet  hJm.  He  at  (he  same 
time  reproached  James  with  conduct  unworthy  of 
one  who  was  'called a  mighty  Prince  and  a  courageous 
k^igIlt^'  in  making  daily  forays  and  suddenly  retiring 
again.*  The  end  of  this  expedition  we  do  not  know  ; 
but  we  know  that  not  long  afterwards  Henry  changed 
his  policy.  The  lotter  written  by  the  Duke  of  York 
in  the  king's  name  was  regularly  enrolled  on  the 
Scotch  Roll  among  the  records  of  Chancery  ;  but  to 
it  was  prefixed  a  note  on  the  king's  behalf,  disclaim- 
ing responsibility  for  its  tenor,  and  attributing  to  the 
duke  the  usurpation  of  authority,  and  the  disturbance 
of  all  government  since  the  time  of  Jack  Cade's 
insurrection.* 

The  glimpses  of  light  which  we  have  on  the 
political  silualion  during  this  period  are  far  fiom 
satisfactory.  Repeated  notice,  however,  is  taken  in 
these  letters  of  a  fact  which  seems  significant  of 
general  distrust   and    mutual   suspicion  among   the 
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leading  persons  in  the  land.  'I'lie  king,  queen,  and 
lords  were  all  separaled  and  kept  carL-fiilly  at  a  distance 
from  each  olh-er.  Thus,  while  the  king  was  at  ShJien, 
the  queen  and  her  infant  prince  were  staying  at 
Tutbury.  the  Duke  of  York  at  Sandal,  and  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  at  Warwick.'  Afteru'ards  we  find  the 
queen  remuved  to  Chester,  while  the  Duke  of 
liuclcingham  was  at  Wrillle,  near  Chelmsford  in 
Essex.  The  only  lord  with  the  king  at  Sheen  was 
his  half-hrother  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  His  other 
brother,  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  who  died  in  the 
course  of  this  year,  was  in  Wales  making  w,ir  upon 
some  chieftain  of  the  country  whose  name  seems 
rather  ambiguous.  'My  Lord  [of]  York,'  it  is  said, 
'is  at  Sendall  slill,  and  waileth  on  tht;  queen,  and 
she  on  him.'^  The  slate  of  iijatlers  was  evidently 
such  tliat  it  was  apprehended  serious  outrages  might 
break  out ;  and  reports  were  even  spread  abroad  of 
a  battle  in  which  l<ord  Beaumont  had  been  slain 
and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  severely  wounded." 

The  separation  of  the  king  and  «|ueen  is  especi- 
ally remarkable.  During  May  and  June  they  were 
more  than  a  hundred  miles  apart ;  and  Th<  Lins 
in  the  SaCter  month  the  queen  had  in-  »'^«iu«n- 
creased  the  distance  by  removing  from  Tutbury  in 
SlafTordshire  to  Cheater.  It  was  then  that  she  was 
said  to  be  waiting  on  my  Ijard  of  York  and  he  on 
her.  The  exact  interpretation  of  the  position  must 
be  partly  matter  of  conjecture,  but  I  take  it  lo  be  as 
follows.  The  Duke  of  Vork,  as  wo  find  stated  only 
a  few  months  later,  was  in  very  good  favour  with  the 
king  but  not  with  the  queen ;  *  and  we  know  from 
Fabyan  that  the  latter  was  at  this  time  doing  all  she 
could  lo  put  an  end  to  h;s  authority.  It  appears  to  me 
that  by  her  influence  the  duke  must  have  been  ordered 
to  withdraw  from  the  Court,  and  that  to  prevent  his 
again   seeking  access  ta  the  king's  presence,  she 
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pursued  him  intu  the  noith.  At  Tutbiiry '  she  would 
block  his  way  from  Sandal  up  tu  I,«^)iidt)n ;  and 
tliongh  for  some  ruason  or  other  she  removed  further 
off  to  Cheslijr,  she  stilJ  kept  an  anxious  watch  upon 
the  duke,  and  he  did  the  same  on  lier.  Very 
probably  her  removal  did  give  him  the  opporl  unity 
she  dreaded  of  moving  southwards  ;  for  Uc  must  have 
hcen  with  ihe  king  at  Windsor  on  the  ?6th  of  July 
when  he  wrote  in  Henry's  name  that  answer  to  the 
King  of  Scots  of  which  we  have  already  stiuken. 

However  this  may  be,  Margaret  soon  after  had 
recourse  to  other  means  to  effect  her  object.  In 
coiiisequi;nce  of  the  Duke  of  York's  popularity  in 
London,  it  -was  expedient  to  remove  the  king  some 
distance  from  the  capital.^  He  appears  to  have  been 
staying  at  Windsor  during  July  and  the  beginning  of 
August.  In  the  middle  of  the  latter  month  he  look 
his  departure  northwards,  Hy  the  dates  of  his  Privy 
Seals  wc  find  him  to  iiave  beL-n  at  Wycombe  nn  the 
i8lh,  at  Kcnilworth  on  the  24ih,  and  at  IJchficld  on 
the  39th.  In  Sejitember  he  moved  about  between 
Lichfield,  Coventry,  and  Leicester  ;  but  by  the  begin- 
ning of  October  the  Court  seems  to  have  settled 
itself  at  Coveniry,  where  a  council  was  assembled  on 
the  7tll.^  To  this  council  the  Duke  of  York  and 
his  friends  wtre  reijulaily  summoned,  as  well  as  the 
lords  whom  the  queen  intended  to  honour ;  but 
even  before  it  met,  changes  had  be^un  to  be  ms 
in  the  prim^ipal  officers  of  state.  On  the  5th,' 
count  Hourchier,  the  brother  of  the  Archbi 
Canterbury,  was  dismissed  from  his  oHice 
Treasurer,  and  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  wasj 
in  his  room.  On  the  i  Uh,  thearchbiyhoi 
called  upon  to  surrender  the  Great 
flete.  Bishop  of  Winchester,  '.v.ls_ 
in  his  stead.  I^urencf  Rrini 
Durham,  was  made  Loril 
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The  new  appointm<nIs  seem  lo  liave  heen  on 
their  own  merits  unexceplionable.^lhat  of  WaynUetc 
more  especially.  Whetlier  the  sujieriority  of  the 
new  men  was  such  as  to  make  it  acivisaWe  to 
supersede  tiie  old  is  another  question,  on  which  we 
wuuld  iiol  allempt  to  pronounx-  an  opinion,  cither 
one  way  or  other.  One  thing,  however,  we  may 
believe  on  the  evidence  of  James  Gresham,  whose 
letters  frequenlly  give  us  very  Interesting  political 
intelligenc-e :  the  changes  crented  dissatisfaction  in 
some  of  the  queen's  own  Triends,  particularly  in  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  was  half-brother  to  iwo 
of  the  dischai^ed  functionaries,  the  Archliishop  of 
Canicrb-ury  and  Viscount  Uourchier.  Either  from 
this  cause  or  from  a  mere  English  love  of  fair-piay, 
it  would  appear  that  Ruckingham  now  supported  the 
Dvke  of  York,  who,  it  is  Maid,  though  at  thi3  time  he 
had  some  interviews  with  the  king  and  found  Henrj" 
still  as  friendly  as  he  could  desire,  would  certainly 
have  been  troubled  at  h\i  departure  if  Buckingham 
had  not  befriended  him.  About  the  Court  there  was 
a  general  ntmosphcre  of  suspicion  and  diistrust.  On 
the  I  ith  October,  the  very  day  on  which  Waynflete 
was  appointed  Chancellor,  an  encnuuler  took  place 
between  the  Duke  of  Somerset's  men  and  the  watch- 
men of  the  city  of  Coventry,  in  which  two  or  three 
of  the  citizens  were  killed.  And  probably  it  would 
have  gone  hard  with  the  duke's  retainers,  had  not 
Buckingham  used  his  good  offices  here  loo  as  peace- 
maker; for  the  alarm-bell  rang  and  the  citizens  rose 
in  arms-  But  by  the  inlerposltior  of  tBuckingham 
the  tumult  was  appeased.' 

For  about  a  twelvemonth  from  this  time  we  find 
that    the   Court    continued  generally  at 
Coventry,'   occasionnlly    moving    about      *"' '"'' 
to  StaiTord,  Coleshill,    Chester,    Shrewsbury,   Kenil- 
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Worth, Hereford,  and  I,eicester,*  The  queen  evidently 
feared  all  ihe  while  lo  bring  her  husband  nearer 
I^ndon,  lest  he  should  fall  once  more  under  the 
power  of  Ihe  Huke  of  York,  Mentiwhilc  the  want 
of  a  vigorous  ru!er  became  every  day  more  apparent. 
Not  only  was  Calais  again  in  danger  of  stege,^  but 
the  coast  of  Kent  was  attacked  by  enemies,  and 
within  the  kingdom  a  dangerous  spirit  of  disaffection 
had  shown  itself  in  various  places.  On  the  Patent 
Rolls  wc  meet  with  numerous  commissions  for  keeping 
watch  upon  ihe  coasts,"  for  arraying  the  country 
against  invasion,'  and  for  assembling  the  pone  eomi- 
(atui  in  various  counties,  against  treasonable  iltempts 
to  Htir  up  the  people.''  During  April  the  Court  had 
removed  to  Hereford,*  apparently  in  consequence  of 
some  disturbances  which  had  taken  place  in  Wales 
under  Sir  William  Herbert.  Its  sojourn  upon  the 
Welsh  borders  had  an  excellent  eflfect,  the  burgesses 
and  gentlemen  about  Hereford  all  declaring  (hem- 
selves  ready  to  take  Ihe  king's  part  unless  a  peace 
were  made.  On  the  ist  of  May  it  was  reported  in 
London  that  Herbert  had  offered,  on  h^ing  granted 
his  life  and  goods,  to  return  to  his  allegcance  and 
appear  before  the  king  and  lords  at  Leiceslei;  so 
we  may  conclude  the  insurrection  did  not  lasl  long 
after.' 

But  though  the  personal  influence  of  the  king 
was  doubtless  great  and  beneficial  within  his  own 
immediate  vicinity,  it  could  do  little  for  the  good 
order  and  protection  of  the  country  generally. 
Distrust,  exclusiveness,  and  a  bankrupt  exchequer 
were  not  likely  to  obtain  for  the  king  willing  and 
hearty  service.      Notwithstanding  the   commissions 
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issucid  to  keep  watch  upon  the  coasts,  the  French 
managed  10  surfirisc  and  plunder  Sandwich.  On 
Sunday,  the  28th  August,  a  large  forci;  under  the  com- 
mand of  Pierre  de  Br^ziS,  seneschal  of  Normiindy, 
landerl  not  far  frotn  the  town,  which  they  _,    „      , 
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took  and  kept  possession  of  during  the  jkhcIi  s.imi- 
entire  day.  A  number  of  the  inhzihitants,  ""^''^ 
on  the  first  alarm,  retieated  on  hoard  some  ships  lying 
in  the  harbour,  from  whence  they  began  presently  to 
shoot  at  the  enemy.  But  De  Breze  having  warned 
thesn  that  if  they  continued  he  would  burn  their 
ships,  they  found  it  prudent  to  leave  off.  Having 
killed  the  baitiffs  and  principal  officers,  the  I'Yench- 
roen  earned  off  a  number  of  wealthy  porsons  as 
prisoners,  and  returned  to  thetr  ships  in  the  evening, 
laden  with  valuable  spoik  from  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood.' 

The  disaster  must  have  been  keenly  fell  ;  but  if 
Englishmen  hsd  known  the  whole  truth,  it  would 
have  bet;n  felt  more  keenly  still,  Otir  own  old 
historians  were  not  aware  of  the  fact,  but  an  early 
French  chronicler  who  lived  at  the  time  assurers  us 
that  the  attack  had  been  purposely  invited  by 
Margaret  of  Anjou  nut  of  hatred  tn  the  Huke  of 
York,  in  order  to  make  a  diversion,  while  the  Scots 
should  ravage  England  t"  It  was  well  for  hi-r  lh:it 
the  truth  was  not  suspected. 


ReconciHatlon  and  Civit  War 

At  3englh,  it  would  seem,  the  Court  found  it  no 
longer  possible  to  ri:main  at  a  disUince  finm  the 
metropolis.  In  October  the  king  had  removed  to 
Chertsey,*  and  soon  after  we  find  him  presiding  at  a 
Great  Council,  which  had  been  summoned  to  meet 
in  his  palace  at  Westminater  in  consequence  of  the- 
urgent  state  of  affairs.     Though   attended  not  only 
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by  the  Duke  of  York,  but  by  a  large  number  of  the 
priiKipnl  lords  on  l>Ol-h  sid^,  the  meeting  does  not 
appear  to  ha.w  led  to  any  very  satisfactory  results. 
All  that  we  know  of  its  proceedings  is  that  some  of 
th'em,  at  least,  were  of  a  stormy  character, — one 
point  on  which  all  parties  were  aj^reed  being  the 
ditj,™  exclusion  froni  the  council  chamber  of 
P*™«-  Pecock,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  an,  ardent 
and  honest  minded  prelate,  who,  having  laboured 
hard  to  reconcile  the  Ijillards  to  the  authoriiy  of  llie 
Church  by  arguments  of  common  sense  instead  of 
pereecution,  was  at  this  time  stigmatised  as  a  hert^lic 
and  sedition-monger,  and  very  soon  after  was  de- 
prived of  his  bisho|)ric.  It  augured  little  good  for 
thai  union  of  parties  which  was  now  felt  to  he 
necessary  for  tlit:  public  weal,  that  the  first  act  on 
which  men  generally  could  lie  got  to  agree  was  the 
persecution  of  sense  and  reason.  Tliere  were  other 
matters  before  the  Council  on  which  they  were 
unable  to  come  to  a  conclusion,  and  they  broke  up 
on  the  aijlh  November,  with  a  resolution  to  meet 
again  on  the  a7th  January;  for  which  meeting 
summonses  were  at  once  sent  out,  notifying  thai  on 
that  dfiy  not  one  of  the  lords  would  be  excused 
attendance.' 

It  was,  indeed,  particularly  imporlmil  that  this 
meeting  should  be  a  full  one,  and  that  every  lord 
should  be  compelled  to  take  his  share  of  the 
responsibility  for  its  decisions.  The  principal  aim 
was  expressly  staled  to  be  a  general  reconciliation 
and  adjustment  of  private  controver5ie5  - — aji  object 
to  which  it  was  impossible  to  offer  direct  opposition. 
Bui  whether  it  was  really  distasteful  to  a  number  of 
the  peers,  or  obstacles  started  up  in  individual  cases, 
there  were  certainly  several  who  iiad  not 
*'"" '"  "  arrived  in  town  by  the  day  appointed  for 
the  meeting.    The  Earl  of  Salisbury'sexcuse,  dated  at 
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Sheriff  Hutton  on  the  Z4lh  of  January,^  does  not 
refer  lo  this,  for  il  appears  certainly  to  be  of  a 
diiferenl  year.  Kabyan  says  that  he  had  already 
arrivfd  in  London  on  the  rgth  January.  He 
mnde  his  .ippeararice  there  at  the  head  of  400 
horse,  with  eighty  knights  and  squires  in  his  com- 
pany. The  Duke  of  Vorlc  also  came,  though  he 
arrived  only  on  the  36th,  'with  his  own  house- 
hold only,  lo  the  number  of  140  horse.'  But  the 
Duke  of  Somijrsct  only  ttrrivcd  on  the  last  day  of 
the  momh  with  200  horse:  the  Duke  of  lixeler 
delayed  his  coining  till  the  first  week  of  February ; 
and  the  Eail  of  Warwick,  who  had  to  come  from 
Calais,  wa-S  detained  by  contrary  winds.  Thus, 
although  the  kin^  had  come  up  to  Westminster  by 
the  lime  prefixed,  a  full  Council  could  not  be  had 
for  at  luist  some  days  after;  and  even  on  the  14th 
of  Fi;hmary  there  was  one  absentee,  the  Earl  of 
Arundel,  who  had  to  be  written  to  by  letters  of  Privy 
Seal." 

But  by  the  I4lh,  Warwick  had  arrived  in  London 
with  a  body  of  600  men,  'all  apparelled  in  red 
jackets,  with  white  ragged  staves.'  ^  The  ^  p^^^ 
town  was  now  full  of  the  retinues  of  the  Coilndi  m 
difTerent  robkmcn,  and  the  mayor  and  '^'"J""- 
sheriffs  trembled  for  the  peace  of  the  city.  A  very 
special  watch  was  instituted.  'The  mayor,'  says 
I-abyan.  '  for  so  long  as  ihn  king  and  the  lords  lay 
thus  in  the  city,  had  daily  in  harness  5000  citizens, 
and  rode  daily  about  the  city  and  suburbs  of  the 
satno,  to  set:  that  the  king's  pt^ace  were  kept ;  and 
nighlly  he  provided  for  3000  men  in  hame.ss  to  give 
attendance  upon  three  aldermen,  and  they  to  keep 
the  night-watch  till  7  of  the  clock  upon  the  morrow, 
till  the  day-watch  were  assembled.'  If  peace  was  to 
be  the  result  of  all  this  concourse,  the  seideraent 
evidently  could  not  bear  to  be  protracted.     The 
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Duke  or  York  and  the  Earls  of  Salisbury  and 
Warwick  had  taken  up  iheir  tjuarters  within  tin?  aly 
ilstflf;  but  the  j'ourtg  lords  whose  faihere  had  been 
siain  at  St.  Albnna — the  Duke  of  Somerset,  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland  and  his  brother,  Lord 
Egremoiit.  and  the  Lord  Clifford— were  believed  to 
be  bent  upon  revenge,  and  the  civic  authorities  refused 
them  (.'nlrance  within  their  bounds.'  Thus  the  lords 
within  the  town  and  those  without  belonged  lo  the 
two  opposite  parlies  respectively;  and  in  eonsequerce 
of  iheir  mutual  jealousies,  conferences  had  to  be 
arranged  between  them  in  the  morning  at  the  Black 
Friars,  and  in  the  afternoon  at  the  White  Friars,  in 
Fleet  Street.^  The  king,  for  his  part,  having  opened 
the  proceedings  with  some  very  earnest  exhortations 
addressed  to  holh  parties,  withdrew  himself  and 
retired  lo  Berk  ham  pstead.'  The  Muke  of  Somerset 
and  others  went  to  and  fro  to  consult  with  him 
during  the  delibenttions.  Meanwhile  the  necessity 
of  some  practical  arrangement  for  government  must 
have  been  felt  more  urgent  cvety  day.  Sixiy  sail  of 
Frenchmen  vfcre  seen  off  the  coast  of  Sussex  ;  and 
though  Lord  Falconbridge  was  at  Southampton  in 
command  of  some  Viessels  (probably  on  his  Owtj 
responsibility),  there  was  a  general  feeling  of  in- 
security among  the  merchants  and  among  dwellers 
by  the  sea-coast.  Boloner  had  heard  privfttely  from 
Calais  that  the  French  mcditati-d  a  descent  upon 
Norfolk  nC  Cromer  and  Ulakeney.''  And  the  news 
shortly  afterwards  received  from  the  district  showed 
that  his  information  was  not  far  wrong.* 

At    last    it    was   agreed   on   both    sides   that   old ! 
animosities   should   he   laid   aside,   and   that    some 
Temw  flf       reparation    should    be    made    by    the 
nBt=nitn(.      Yorkists    to    the    son*    and    widows    oF  | 
the   lords   who    had    fallen   on    the   king's   side   at . 
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St.  Albans.  The  exact  amount  of  this  reparation 
was  left  to  the  award  of  HenTj',  who  decided  that  it 
should  consist  of  an  endowment  of  ^45  a  year  to 
the  Monastery  of  St.  Albans,  to  be  employed  in 
masses  for  the  slain,  and  of  certain  money  [jayments, 
or  assignments  out  of  moneys  due  to  them  by  the 
Crown,  to  be  niade  by  York,  WarwioV,  and  Salisbury, 
to  Eleanor,  Duchess  Dowager  of  Somerset  and  to 
her  son,  Duke  Henry,  to  Lord  Clifford,  and  others, 
in  lieu  of  all  claims  and  actions  which  the  latter 
parties  might  have  against  the  former.'  With  what 
cordiality  Ibis  arrangemenl  Was  accepted  on  either 
side  we  do  not  presume  to  say.  Historians  univer- 
sally speak  of  it  as  a  hollow  concord,  unreal  from  the 
first.  But  it  at  least  preserved  the  kingdom  in 
something  lilte  peace  for  about  a  twelvemonth.  It 
was  celebrated  by  a  great  procession  to  St.  Paul's 
on  Lady  Day,  which  must  have  been  an  imposing 
spectacle.  Tlie  king  marched  in  royal  habit  with 
the  crown  upon  his  head,  York  and  the  queen 
followed,  arm  in  arm,  and  the  principal  rivals  led  the 
way,  walking  hand  in  hand.^ 

The  keeping  of  the  sea  was  now  intrusted  to  the 
Earl  oF  Warwick,  and  it  was  not  iong  before  he 
distinguished  himself  by  an  action  which 
probably  relieved  the  English  coasts  for 
some  lime  from  any  immediate  danger  of  being 
attacked  by  the  enemy..  On  the  morning  of  Trinity 
Sunday  word  was  brought  to  him  at  CalaLs  ofa  fleet 
of  j8  Spaniards,  of  which  ifi  were  described  as 
'great  ships  of  forecastle.'  Immediately  he  manned 
such  vessels  as  he  h.id  in  readiness,  and  went  out  to 
Seek  the  enemy.  The  force  at  his  command  was 
only  five  ships  of  forecastle,  three  carvels  and  four 
pinnaces;  but  with  these  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
CDfQe  to  an  engagement.  Al  four  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning  the  battle  began,  and  it  continued  till  ten, 
when   the    English  obtained    a    hard- won    victory. 

'  Whelfcunflnlc,  411  if,     E-t^L  Chmn.  (UairiiO.  77.  78-  "  H'll- 
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'As  men  say,*  wTote  one  of  the  combatants,  'there 
was  not  so  great  a  baHle  upon  the  sea  this  forty 
wirttei";  and  forsooth,  we  wert  well  and  ttuly  beat." 
Nevertheless,  six  of  thv  enemy's  ships  were  taken, 
and  llie  rest  were  put  to  flight,  not  without  very 
Considerable  slaughler  on  either  side.' 

In  the  year  following,  the  fire  that  had  for  some 
time  Sfiinultiered,  burst  once  more  inloa  flame.  About 
Candiemas,  according  lo  Fabyan — but 
an  older  authority  says  specifically  on  the 
glh  November  preceding^ — a  fruy  occurred  between 
one  of  the  kinjj's  st^rvants  and  one  of  the  Earl  of 
Warwick's,  as  the  earl,  who  had  been  attending  the 
Council  at  Westminster,  was  proceeding  to  his  Imrge, 
The  Icing's  servant  being  wounded,  the  oilier  made 
his  escape ;  but  a  hosi  of  retainers  attached  lo  the 
royal  household  rushed  nut  upon  the  earl  and  his 
attendants,  and  wounded  several  of  them  betore  Ihey 
could  embark.  With  hard  rowing  they  got  beyond 
the  power  of  their  assailants  and  made  their  way  into 
ihe  city  i  but  the  queen  and  her  friends  insisted 
on  imputing  the  outrage  to  the  earl  himself,  and 
demanded  his  arrest  The  latter  found  it  politir  lo 
retire  lo  Warwick,  and  afterwards  to  his  former  j)OSt 
at  Calais.  On  this  the  queen  and  her  council  turned 
their  machinations  against  his  father,  the  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  whom  I,ord  Audley  was  commissioned  lo 
arrest  and  bring  prisoner  Co  I^ndon.  Audley 
accordingly  took  with  him  a  targe  body  of  men,  and 

'    I.ett»:t  317-     CfimjiaTc  FiL^y.iri.     Wliclli:ini*!rdc,  who  wrifes  will,  tcDtie 
ci]n(u>^jijn  in  [hat  part  of  hi^  n.imilivc.  Kpc?iks  of  a  lErdt  nnv^  vatLoiy  roil 
Ly  W.-iiwIcLon  ^;l,  A.11sii>'i  Ib^.  lliciilnd  JilUc  ni-i,  iVtl  .iHnl  of  (  wwese 
atiii  ii\iani'h  \c\^c:U,  iii-n-hicli  buoty  w^  lak.tEi  to  liir  vulrii:  nf  iCto.ottt^  wvl 
stciMUidi  of  1  thouvinri  pnson«?»  iot  whom  ic  va<^  rlifficuti  lo  Hnd  nvinn  in  . 
all  tht  priivni-  ^r  CqInW,     l[  b»-  it;-l  inipoulLiv  i^nL  ihl^  may  haw  i-ent  a  ' 
diflvr?iiit  BJ^iiiii  whJL'h  ionic  ^la^e  «mi  (.h«  \/fry  ilny,  muiiLh.  anil  yr*r  Id' 
whicll  ^A'heLlkaln.«lrrdv  lufEn  it  i  liuL  the  kili^ncc  of  ollttT  julhoritlei  atvul  J 
n  iPCLMiii  tBitvut  inCLory  iviiulit  U^d  u^i  Tit  ^imi»>fe  h?  i«  timply  wroiij;  iri  tlitfi 
jiulttrr  oFdAlf.      Ji  n,uil  \k  obaerved  ijiat  WoelLainarjB  intiaci!ukt«l)'  Eoe4  ' 
On  Ilj  ^cik  uf  (ht  IjcfutF  Oippini'^  arrival  in  ImileI^p^^.  which  look  idJicc 
ill  June  i+f-j,  0^  h?vi]i|F  ]iapL*en(-d  crrrn  idrm  IrmJ'iis,  and  ,1.^  if  i*  hnJ  (j^q 
in  the  ioxvx  inaiilb  uf  Jnnri  only  n  ftir  fiay^  cnijicr.     Tliii  ilia»  bibb! 
ioueurBcy. 
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hearing  thai  the  earl  was  on  bis  way  from  Middleham 
in  Yorkshire,  journeying  either  towards  Sahsbury  or 
I^ndon,  he  haslcned  to  intercept  bini.  The  earl, 
however,  hail  recei^'ed  notice  of  what  was  oivii  .-ar 
intended,  and  having  gathered  about  him  TEiieTi«.-ii. 
a  sufficient  bind  of  followers,  d;;featL'd  i-ord  Audlcy 
in  a  regular  pitched  battle  at  Blorirheath  in  StafTord- 
shire,  where  he  attempted  to  stop  bis  way,  on  Sunday 
ilie  33rd  of  Septem  ber. '       '  "■"     . 

The  old  elemcnis  of  confusion  were  now  again  let 
loose.  Commissions  to  raise  men  were  issued  in  the 
king's  name,  and  the  Duke  of  Vork  and  all  his 
ftfriends  were  denounced  as  a  confederacy  of  traitors. 
They,  for  their  parts,  gathered  together  the  men  of 
the  Matches  in  self-defence.  At  Ludlow,  [he  duke 
was  joined  by  the  Earl  of  Salisburj',  and  also  by  the 
Karl  of  Warwick,  who  had  come  over  again  from 
Calais.  On  the  other  hand,  the  king  TheUng 
himself  entered  into  ihe  strife  in  a  way  "ii«  ttu  GdJ. 
he  had  not  done  hitherto.  He  not  only  took  the 
Beld  in  person  against  the  rebellious  lords,  but 
exhibited  a  spirit  in  the  endurance  of  fatiyue  and 
discomfort  which  seems  to  have  commanded  general 
admiration.  Even  at  the  time  of  Lord  Audley's 
overthrow,  it  would  apjiear  that  he  was  leading 
forward  a  reserve.  For  about  a  month  he  kept  con- 
tinually camping  out,  never  resting  at  night,  e.xcept 
on  Sundays,  in  the  same  place  he  hod  occupied  ihe 
night  before,  and  sometimes,  in  spite  of  cold,  rough 
weather,  bivouacking  for  two  nitjhts  successively  on  the 
"bare  field.  After  the  battle  of  Bloreheaih,  he  could 
only  regard  Salisbury  as  an  overt  enemy  of  his  crown. 
Al  the  same  time  he  despatched  heralds  Lo  the  lluke 
of  York  .-ind  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  with  pioclamations 
of  free  and  perfect  pardon  lo  themselves  and  all  but 
a  few  of  the  leaders  at  Bloreheaih,  on  condition  of 
iheir  submitting  to  him  within  six  days.- 

To  Garter  King  of  Arms,  one  of  the  messengers 
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by  whom  these  ofitrs  were  conveyed,  ihe  confederate 

lords  made  answer,  and  also  delivered  a  written  reply 
to  bu  conveyed  to  the  king,  declaring  the  perfect 
loyalty  of  their  intentions,  which  they  would  have 
been  glad  to  prove  in  the  king's  presence  if  it  had 
been  only  possible  for  them  lo  go  to  him  with  safely. 
They  had  already  endeavoured  to  testify  their  un- 
shaken fidelity  to  Henry  by  an  indenture  drawn  up 
ind  signed  by  them  in  Worcester  Cathediai.  This 
instrtimenl  tliey  had  forwarded  to  the  king  by  a 
deputation  of  churchmen,  headed  by  the  prior  of 
that  cathedral,  and  including  among  Others  Dr. 
William  Lynwoode,*  who  administered  to  them  the 
sacram-yiit  on  the  occasion.  Again,  after  Garter  lefl, 
they  wrote  from  Ludlow  on  the  toth  of  October, 
protesting  that  their  actions  had  been  misconstrued, 
and  their  tenants  subjected  lo  wrong  and  violence, 
while  they  themselves  lay  under  unjust  suspicion. 
Their  enemies,  they  said,  thirsted  for  the  possession 
of  their  lands,  and  hoped  to  obtain  them  by  their 
influence  with  the  king-  For  their  own  part  they 
had  hitherto  avoided  a  conflict,  not  from  any  fear 
of  the  power  of  their  enemies,  but  only  foi  dread 
of  Cod  and  of  hi^  Highness,  and  they  meant  to 
persevere  in  this  peaceful  course,  until  driven  by 
necessity  to  self-defence.^ 

These  earnest,  solemn,  aild  repeated  expressions 
of  loyalty  have  scarcely,  I  think,  received  from 
historians  the  attention  to  which  they  are  entitled.* 
Of  their  sincerity,  of  course,  men  may  form  diflerent 
opinions ;  but  it  is  right  to  note  that  the  confederate  i 
lords  had  done  all  that  was  in  ihdr  power  by  thr«e  , 
several  and  distinct  protests  to  induce  the  king  to  i 

1  Nut,  a&Sto-H"  «uppo»a,  ihcEXUlhorcf  llic  book  an  tbeC'<uiBEilvt(vt1hl/ tbc 
Ouri-h  of  litiBlaiiif.  bul  piotablif  a  ntphcn-  oi  other  relation  of  hit  The 
WlllianR  LynwDodt  wh<>  vvtoIf  upom  Ihe  Church  Comstituiisni  wai  Bi,J)g>p 
of  5l.  ]Jivii3'^,  And  tUctI  in  144&. 

'■1  EngL  C*™™.  (DaviciJ,  Bi,  B.J. 
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ihinJt  more  favourably  of  Lheir  intentions.  It  is, 
moteover,  to  be  observed  ihal  they  remained  al  this 
time  in  an  attitude  strictly  deTensive.  But  the  king 
and  his  forces  sdll  approachiiij;,  they  drew  ihcmsdvea 
up  in  bailie  array  at  Ludford,  in  tiie  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town  of  Ludlow,  Here,  as  they  were 
posted  on  Friday  the  iitli  Oclobtr,  it  would  almost 
seem  that  ihe  lords  were  not  without  appruhtrnsitin 
of  ihe  defection  of  some  of  llieir  followers.  A  report 
was  spread  through  the  camp  that  the  king  was 
suddenly  diicuased,  witnesses  were  brought  in  who 
swore  to  the  fact,  and  maas  was  said  for  the  repose 
of  his  soul.  But  thd.t  very  evening,  Henry,  al  Ihe 
head  of  his  army,  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  their 
position.  The  state  of  the  country,  Uoudcd  by  recent 
rains,  had  alone  prevented  him  from  coming  upon 
them  sooner.  Before  nightfall  a  few  volleys  of 
aitUlery  were  di^char^ed  against  the  royal  army,  and 
a  regular  engagement  was  eipected  next  day.  But, 
meanwhile,  the  royal  proclamation  of  pardon  seems 
lo  have  had  its  effect  One  Andrew  Trollope,  who 
had  comeover  with  the  Karl  of  Warwick  from  Calais, 
withdrew  at  dead  of  night  and  carried  over  a  con- 
siderable body  of  men  to  the  service  of  the  king,  to 
whom  lie  communicated  the  stcret.'j  of  the  camp. 
The  blow  was  absolute!)'  fatal.  The  TJicVDrkiiis 
lords  al  once  abandoned  all  thought  of  f'^'P*'"- 
further  resistance.  leaving  their  banners  in  the 
field,  they  withdrew  at  midnighL  York  and  his 
second  son,  Edmund,  iiarl  of  Rutland,  fled  into 
Wales,  from  whence  they  sailed  into  Ireland.  His 
eldest,  Edward,  Earl  of  March,  accompanied  by 
the  two  other  earls,  Warwick  and  Salisbury,  and 
by  Sir  John  Wenlock,  made  his  way  into  llevon- 
shire.  There  by  the  friendly  aid  of  one  John 
Uytiham,  aJHerwards  Lord  Dynham,  and  Lord  High 
Treasurer  to  Henry  vii.,  they  bought  a  ship  at 
Exniouth  and  sailed  to  Guernsey.  At  last,  on 
Friday  the  2nd  of  November,  they  kndcd  at  Calais, 
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where  ihey  met  with  a  most  cordiat  receptian  fToni] 

the  JTihabitants.' 

Then  followed  in  November  the  Parliament  nl 
Coventiy,  ^d  the  attainder  of  the  Duke  uf  York 
rhtymrt  and  all  his  party.  The  queen  and  her 
Btwmiai.  friends  at  last  had  it  all  their  own  way, 
at  least  in  England.  It  was  olhcrnise  doubtless  inj 
Ireland,  where  the  Duke  of  Vork  remained  for 
nearly  a  twelvemonlh  after  his  flight  from  Ludlow.' 
It  was  otherwise  loo  at  Calais,  where  Warwiclc 
was  all-powerful,  and  whither  discontented  Yorkists 
began  to  ftock  from  England.  It  was  otherwise, 
inortaver,  al  sea,  where  the  same  Warwick  still 
retained  the  command  of  the  fleet,  and  could  not  be 
dispossessed,  except  on  parchment.  On  parchment, 
however,  he  was  presently  superseded  in  both  of  his 
important  offices.  The  Duicc  of  Kxeter  was  in- 
trusted with  the  keeping  of  the  sea,  which  even  at 
the  time  of  the  great  reconciliation  of  parties  he  had 
been  displeased  thai  Warwick  was  alluwed  to  retain.*^™ 
The  young  Duke  of  Somerset  was  appointed  Captainj^H 
of  Calais,  but  was  Unable  to  take  possession  of  his^H 
post.  Accom[ianied  by  Lord  Roos  and  Ixjrd 
Audiey,  and  fortified  by  ihe  king's  letters-patent,  he 
crossed  the  sea,  but  v-ss  rcfusi^d  admittance  into  the 
town.  Apparently  he  had  put  off  loo  long  before 
going  over,'  and  lie  found  the  three  earls  in  posses- 
sion of  the  place  bfifor-c  him  ;  so  that  he  was  obliged 
to  land  at  a  place  called  Scales'  ClilT  and  ^o  to 
Guisnes.''  But  a  worse  humiliation  still  awaited  him 
on  lauding ;  for  of  the  very  sailors  that  had  brought 
him  over,  a  number  conveyed  their  ships  into  Calais 
harbour,  offered  their  services  to  the  Karl  of  Warwick 


I  W.  Won--.,  tin. 
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and  placed  in  his  hands  as  prisoners  ccruin  persons 
who  had  laken  pari  against  him.  They  were  shortly 
after  beheaded  in  Calais.* 

Il  would  seem,  in  short,  that  ever  since  his  great 
naval  victory  in  145S,  Warwick  was  so  highly  popular 
with  all  the  sailors  of  England,  that  it  was  quite  as 
hopeless  for  the  Duke  of  Exi;ter  to  conies.t  his  supre- 
macy at  sea  as  for  Somerset  to  think  of  winning 
Calais  out  of  his  hands.  I-ri&iids  still  came  flocking 
over  from  Enijland  to  join  the  three  earls  at  Calais  ; 
and  though  in  London  in  the  February 
follovring  nine  men  were  han^edj  drawn,  '^ 

and  beheaded  for  iittempling  to  do  so,^  the  cause  of 
the  Yorkists  remained  as  popular  as  ever.  In  vain 
were  letters  written  to  foreign  parts,  'that  no  relief 
be  ministered  to  the  traitor  who  kept  Calais.'"  In 
vain  the  Duke  of  Somerset  at  Guisnes  endeavoured 
to  contest  his  right  to  the  government  of  that  im- 
portant town.  All  that  Somerset  could  do  was  to 
waste  his  strength  in  fruitless  skirmishes,  until  on 
St.  George's  Hay  he  suffered  such  a  severe  defeat 
and  loss  of  men  at  Newnham  Bridge,  that  he  was  at 
length  forced  to  .^bandon  all  idea  of  dispossessing 
the  Earl  of  Warwick.* 

Not  only  were  the  three  earts  secure  in  their 
position  at  Calais,  but  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe  tliat  they  had  a  large  amount  of  sympiitby 
in  Kent,  and  would  meet  with  a  very  cordial  recep- 
tion whi?never  they  crossed  the  sea.  To  avert  the 
danger  of  any  such  attempt,  and  also,  il  would 
appear,  with  some  design  of  reinforcing  the  Duke 
of  Somerset  at  Guisnes,  Lord  Rivers  and  his  son 
Sir  Anthony  Wydcvile  were  sent  to  Sandwich  about 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  with  a  body  of  400  men. 
Itesides  the  command  of  the  town^  they  were  com- 


'  Fab/m. 
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missioned  to  take  possession  of  certain  ships  whic! 
]^,r>i  Kiwr*      belonged  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  an' 
aiSmidwicii.     lay  (juicUy  at  anchor  in  the  harbour." 
But  the  issue  or  their  exploit  was  such  as  to  provoke 
universal    ridicule.      '  As    lo    tidings    here,'  wrote 
Botoner  from  I^iidon  to  John  Bemey  at  Caister, 
'I  send  some  offhand,  writlen  lo  you   and   other% 
how  the  Lord  Rivers,  Sir  Anthony  his    son,  and 
others  have  wan  Ca-lats  by  a  feeble  itssaull  at  Sand- 
wich made  by  John  Denham,  Esq.,  with  llie  iiuinber 
of  800  men.,  on   Tuesday  between  four  and   fi 
o'clock  in  the  morning.'''' 

The  exact  mode  in  which  Rivers  and  his  son 
•won  Calais'  seems  to  have  been  describod  in  a 
separate  paper.  The  truth  was  that  a  small  foire 
under  the  command  of  John  nenham  (or  Dynham) 
was  despatched  across  the  sea  by  Warwick,  and 
landing  at  Sandwich  during  the  night,  contrived 
not  only  to  seize  the  ships  in  the  harbour,  but  even 
to  surprise  the  earl  and  his  son  in  their  beds,  and 
briny  them  over  as  prisoners,  to  the  othei  side  of 
the  Channel.^  The  victors  did  not  fail  to  lurn  the 
Incident  to  account  by  exhibiting  as  much  contempt 
as  possible  for  their  unforlunale  prisoners^  '  My 
Lord  Rivers,'  writes  William  Paston,  'was  brought 
lo  Calais,  and  before  the  lords  with  eight  SCOre 
torches,  and  there  my  lord  of  Salisbury  rated  him, 
calling  him  knave's  son,  that  he  should  be  so  rude 
to  call  him  and  those  other  lords  traitors ;  for  they 
should  be  found  the  king's  true  liegemen  when  b 
should  be  found  a  traitor.  And  my  Lord  of  AVai 
wick  rated  hini  and  said  that  his  father  was  bm 
squire,  and  brought  up  with  King  Henry  v.,  and 
since  made  himsdf  by  marriage,  and  also  made  it 
]ord  ;  and  that  it  was  not  his  part  lo  have  such 
language  of  lords,  being  of  the  king's  blood.  And 
my  Lord  of  March  rated  him  in  likewise.     And  Si 

I  Unci-  CAmit.  (D-ivics),  Hi,  B5 ;  ChreHitU  in  Ijimbttli  ms.  jofi. 
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Anthony  was  raied  Tor  his  Iangua:ge  of  all  the  three 
lords  in  like  wise.''  It  must  have  been  a  curious 
reflection  to  the  Earl  of  March  when  in  after  ytars, 
as  King  Edward  iv.,  he  married  the  daughter  of  this 
same  Lord  Rivers,  that  he  had  takt^n  [lart  in  this 
vituperation  of  his  future  father-in-law! 

By  and  by  il  became  sufficiently  evident  that 
unless  hu  was  considerably  reiiifoTced,  the  Duke  of 
Somerset  could  do  no  good  at  Guisnes.  Instead 
of  attempting  to  maintain  a  footing  beside  Calais, 
the  queen's  Government  would  have  enough  to  do 
to  keep  the  rebels  out  of  England,  The  capture  of 
RiiVLTs  had  excited  the  most  serious  alarm,  and  the 
landing  of  W:irwiclc  himself  upon  the  eastern  coast 
was  loolidd  upon  as  nol  improbable.*  A  new  foicu 
of  500  men  was  accordingly  sent  to  Sandwich  under 
the  command  of  one  OsberC  Mountford  or  Munde- 
fordj'an  old  officer  of  Calais.  His  instructions  were 
to  go  from  Sandwich  to  Guisnes,  either  in  aid  of 
the  Duke  of  Somerset,  as  intimaied  in  Worcester's 
Annals,  or,  according  to  another  contemporary 
authority/  to  bring  him  over  to  England.  But  while 
he  waited  for  a  wind  to  sai!,  John  l^ynham  again 
crossed  the  sea,  attacked  the  force  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mundeford,  and  after  a  little  skirmishing, 
in  which  he  himself  was  wounded,  succeeded  in 
carrying  him  off  lo  Calais,  as  he  had  before  done 
Lord  Rivers.  Mundeford's  treatment,  however,  was 
not  so  lenient  as  that  of  the  more  noble  captive. 
On  the  25Ch  of  June  he  was  behead:;d  at  the  Tower 
of  Kysebant,  which  stood  near  the  town,  on  the 
o|i]>osite  side  of  the  harbour.'' 

Meanwhile  the  E^rl  of  Warwick  did  not  remain 

I    LFEEffr  346,  '  S[^  App«h[lix  lip  Idtrthliicnicil]. 

'  *l1ii!  wilicj  of  Lctler  3XG-  He  wu  a  contjttiiaa  a{  ihc  Pajlon  fiLinily, 
bann^  TikArrinl  K I  ii;tl ittSi ,  Jai^j^litrr  [1^  JrtliEj  r[L-m«y.  Rt^j .,  uiothtr  of  wItci^e 
il44is[hEcrv  MjiTgoircI,  wiu  Ihc  mother  of  Miufuret  PatLon  f  ESIanirfirlJ,  11. 
llJaK  H«  Ikajl  Hvn  mtiL^h  «iigdS^  Ui  Ihc  kiTi>{  ^  tErvn.re  Lh  KmTicc,  and  'bail 
lioen  lrra»iir«  of  PJiiiniaiuly  bcloit  U  was  lost—a  fnci  which  "■»»  attouiil 
for  hit  wrilme  FvAncIt  in  pref^nnce  lu  En^liuh. — Sfrt  SEEvenh:kn~4.  Jf^4rj  a/ 

*  Eafl.  CMrm.  (I>HViM>,  85.       •  W.  Won-.,  ^w!  F«Wiin  !  Stow,  ^66-7. 
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at  Calais,  He  scouted  the  seas  with  his  Qeet  and 
saUud  into  Irdand.  Sir  Baldwin  Fulford,  a  knight 
of  Devonshire,  promised  the  king,  on  pain  of  losing 
his  head,  to  dwiroy  Warwick's  fleet ;  but  having 
exhauati^d  the  sum  of  looo  marks  which  was  allQwed 
him  for  his  expenses,  he  rtlurned  home  without 
having  attained  his  object.^  On  the  i6th  of  March, 
Warwick  havictg  met  with  the  Duke  of  Yaik  in 
Ireland,  the  two  noblemen  entered  the  harbour  of 
Waterford  with  a  Heet  of  six-aiid-twenty  ships  well 
manned ;  and  on  the  following  day,  being  Si. 
Patrick's  Day,  they  landed  and  were  cereinoniousiy 
received  by  the  mayor  and  burgesses,-  Warwick 
SMms  to  have  remained  isi  Ireland  morii  than  two  ^J 
months,  concerting  with  the  Duke  of  York  plans  for  ^H 
tuturt;  action.  About  Whitsunday,  which  in  this  ^^ 
year  fell  on  the  isc  of  June,  his  fleet  was  observed 
by  the  Ouke  of  Kxeler  off  the  coast  of  Cornwall,  on 
its  reluni  to  Calais.  Exeter's  squadron  was  superior 
in  strtntsth,  and  an  engagement  might  have  been 
expected  i  but  the  duke  was  not  sure  that  be  could  j 
trust  his  own  sailors,  and  he  allowed  the  earl  to  pass  ^H 

About  this  time  tliere  arrived  at  Calais  a  papal 
nuncio,  by  name  Trancesco  Coppini,  Bishop  of 
Tiie1.t?i.ie  Terni,  returning  from  England  to  Rome- 
LoupinL  He  bad  been  sent  by  the  new  pope, 
Pyis  II.,  the  ablest  that  had  for  a  long  lime  filled 
the  pontifical  chair,  to  urge  Henry  to  send  an 
ambassador  to  a  congress  at  Mantua,  in  which 
measures  were  to  be  concerted  for  the  union  and 
defence  of  Cliristendom  asaiinst  the  Turks.  This  was 
in  the  lieginninj;  of  the  preceding  year,*  and,  as  he 
himself  states,  he  remained  nearly  a  yuar  and  a  half 
in   England.''     lint  the  incapacity  of  the  king,  and 

•  I'Ar.m.  (Itavic),  Ss  ;  W.  Wore. 

4    Kl<  icainniiaHDD  from  llie  P.^pe  a  dnteil  ^iJi  jAfimry  TuSf^). — RhuhIaJ 
l).  4  I') 

■  Uiwvn'i  yieMlimu  Caliiulif,  L  p.  ^i. 
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tlie  dissensions  thai  prevailed  among  ihe  lords, 
rendered  his  mission  a  total  failure.  Henry,  indeed, 
who  Kas  never  wanting  in  reverence  for  the  Holy 
See,  named  a  certain  number  of  biKhops  and  lords 
tQ  ^o  upun  this  mission,  hut  they  one  And  all 
refused.  He  accordingly  sent  two  priests  uf  liille 
name,  with  an  infoTinai  commission  to  excust;  a 
greater  cmbass)',  England  was  thus  discredited  at 
the  papal  court,  and  the  nuncio,  finding  his  mission 
fruitless,  at  last  crossed  the  sea  to  return  home.  At 
Calais,  huwever,  he  was  persuaded  by  Warwick  to 
remain.  The  earl  himself  was  about  to  return  to 
England,  and  il  the  legate  would  come  back  in  his 
company  he  might  use  the  intitience  oJ"  his  sacred 
office  to  heal  the  wounds  of  a  dividtd  kingdom.' 

The  nuncio  had  doubtless  seen  enough  of  the 
deploiabte  condition  of  Engknd  to  be  convinced 
that  puacc  was  impossible,  so  long  as  the  lords  most 
fit  lu  govern  were  lianished  and  pToflainicd  n/hels  by 
the  queen  and  her  favourites.^  tie  was,  moreover, 
romishcd  with  powers,,  by  which — the  main  object  of 
his  mission  being  the  union  of  Christendora^he 
was  authorised  to  make  some  efforts  to  compose  the 
dissensions  of  EiiRland,''  But  he  certainly  over- 
strained them,  and  allowed  himself  to  V>ecome  a 
partisan.  Matiered  by  the  attentions  shown  him  by 
Warwick,  he  acceded  to  his  suggestion,  and  when, 
on  the  20tli  of  June,^  the  day  after  Mundeford  was 
beheaded  at  Calais,  the  confederate  lords  crossed 
llie  Channel,  the  nuncio  was  in  their  company, 
bearing  the  standard  of  the  Churcli.  Archbishop 
DotJrchier,  too,  met  them  at  Sandwich,  where  they 

I  Cwtxllinut,  iCt. 

3  Tli«  Vorkbt:^  uppa-ict^tty  wen  E»t  >|Hii]nj^  at  mslmixtioas  n^t^iaM  LJvr 
quftn.  II  liai]  be«-n  ruETiuiirtii,  accofdiu^  ttr  Tufry:!!),  IbiLt  iht  PrjnLt  uf 
WjJet  tthi  4101  re;,l[y  (he  ktLE'-  K^ri  I  but  Ihe  wof^t  IhnI  >WDh  itL,.ln<ijilci]  w-xt 
ihal  ill:  waa  aclidae;dini(.  J iui  Warwick  liJm self,  accord inji  id  Golnlliiiiii, 
d«4£rll4d  rfae  iiFuaii'>ri  iu  ihc  nunna  a..;rAlJ,^di^: — '  Kt-t  nobler  «iik;.iduE  est, 
tl  mcnlc  ^sfHus;  rcttirui,.  non  rcgLi ;  apuU  yi-orem  tt  qui  acgiis  thalamuia 
f<E<Uni.  impf^riain  ai.' 

>  S«c  (f^e  r^Dpr'A  Idler  lo  him  ill  Theiner.  fvj-i- 

*  *T1w  iDrdt ■CTQ'..«e^  ihc  ^j  on  'fl'liuri^^^'  wrilFbCt^E^pifii  from  Ijaihlon 
411  the  flh  July. — UnKno'^  J  VrrWiTiirt  C^rmaar,  i.  go- 
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landed,  witli  a  ^real  riiultilude  of  people;  and  will 
bis  cross  borne  before  him,  ihe  Primate  of  lLnglan< 
conducted  the  thrte  earls  and  (heir  followL-rs,  >*-h(; 
increased  in  number  as  ihey  went  along,  until   the 
reached  the  capital.     After  a  very  brief  opposilioo^ 
on  llitt  imrt  of  some  of  the  citiaens,  the  csty  open-jd' 
its  gates  to  them.     They  entered   London  on  the 
2nd  of  July.' 

Before  they  crossed  the  &ea,  ihe  three  <arls  had 
sent   over  a  set  of  artieles  addressed  to  thi:   arch-^_ 

bishop  and  llie  commons  of  England  iofll 
rf''w!f"K  't'c  name  of  themselves  And  the  Uuke  o^* 
w..j.ici,  ami   York,  declaring  how   they  had  sued   in 

vain  to   be  admitted  to  the  kings  pre-j 
scree  to  set  foHh  eertain  mattCfs  that  concerned  tht 
commun   weal   of  all    the  land.      Foremost  amonii 
these  was  the  oppression   of  the  Church,  a  charg 
based,   seemifigly,  on-faets  with  uliich  We  are  un- 
acijuainted,    and    which,    if   known,    might   shed    a 
clearer  light   iipon  the  conduct  of  ihe   legale  and 
Archbishop  Uourchier.     Secondly,  they  eomplaintd 
of  the  crying  evil  that  the  kmg  had  given  away  to 
favmirices  all  the  revenues  of  his  crown,  so  that  his 
household   was   supported    by   acts   of  rapine   and 
extortion  on  ihi;  part  of  his  purveyors.     Thirdlyt  thoij 
laws  were   administered   with   great   partiality,  ant 
justice  was   not  to    be   obtained.      Grievous  ta-xe 
moreover,  were  levied  upon  the  commons,  whi!e  th< 
destroyers  of  the  land  were  living  ti^xtn  the  patri-' 
mony  of  the  crown.     And  aow  a  heavier  charge  than 
ever  was  imposed  u|K)n  the  inhabitants ;  for  the  king, 
borrowing  an  idea  from  the  new  system  of  military 
service  in  France,  had  commanded  every  township 
to  furnish  at  its  own  cost  a  certain  number  of  men 
for  the  royal  army  ;  'which  imposition  and  talliage,' 
wrote  the  lords  in  this  manifesto,  '  if  it  be  continued,j 
to  their  heirs  and  successors,  will  be  the  hea-viea 
charge  and  worst  esample  that  ever  grew  in  Englanc 


INTKODUCTION 


CC3W 


and  the  fureaaul  subjects  and  the  said  hciis  and 
Kuccessors  in  sm;h  bondage  as  their  anoustors  were 
never  charged  with.'  ^ 

Besides  these  evils,  the  infatuated  policy  into 
which  the  king  had  been  led  by  his  Ill-advisers, 
threatened  to  lose  Ireland  and  Calais  to  the  crown, 
as  France  had  been  lost  alrt-ady  ;  for  in  the  former 
country  letters  Biad  been  sent  undiir  the  Privy  Seal 
to  the  chieftains  who  had  hithurto  resisli^d  the  king's 
authority,  aclually  cncouragin;^  them  to  attempt  the 
conquest  of  the  land,  while  in  regard  to  Calais  the 
king  had  been  induced  to  write  letters  to  his  enemies 
not  to  show  that  town  any  favour,  and  thus  had  given 
thtm  the  greatest  possible  inductment  to  attempt  its 
capture.  Meanwhile  the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury  and 
Willsliire  and  Viscount  Beaumont,  who  directed 
e%-erything,  kept  the  king  himself,  In  some  thinf;s, 
from  the  exercise  of  his  own  free  will,  and  had 
caused  him  to  assemble  ilie  I'-arliament  of  Coventry 
for  the  express  purpose  of  rtiininj;  the  Duke  of  York 
and  his  friends,  whose  domains  they  had  everywhere 
pillaged  and  taken  to  their  own  use.^ 

It  was  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that 
evils  such  as  these  could  be  allowed  to  continue 
long,  and  the  day  of  reckoning;  was  now  at  h^nd. 
Of  the  great  events  that  followed,  it  will  be  sufficient 
here  to  note  the  sequence  in  the  briefest  possible 
words.  On  the  lotb  July  the  king  Thsbani(of 
was  taken  prisoner  at  the  ballte  of  Nintham,,ion. 
Northampton,  and  was  brought  to  London  by  the 
confederate  lords,  The  povernnient^  of  course, 
came  thus  entirely  into  their  hands.     Voung  George 

I  It  appeart  hy  Lelter  33j  th*t  priv)F  teals  weic  kutaed  m  l^n  [nlJT?»apJ 
vfl  ih«  bicL  lo  certuiin  pvrwtui.,  requlrJDG  tbcm  <o  be  with  irtc  Vinf  At 
l.ffice*lerora  ihc  lath  at  May,  fa'b  with  n  ItwIyaFmtTi  ^udcienfly  arrn«l, 
and  wigIl  prtivt^iun  Tor  ihdr  awn  rJiparTusc^  'at  iwa  inonlb^.  One  of  thoc 
privy  icnis.  )iiq|-L«l  hy  :hc  kitvR  himself,  wa*..  .iilifvc^scfl  "pcClifclly  tb  ]r.hn 
FBion'i  tldeii  «>n,  }c\in,  who  ii  rhis  time  cndlj  nut  hnvc  bctr  mnie  ttinn 

v^■:^^1:J-  II  wAi  ^ni]i.^p?ik4r>te  to  Q]-ey  ;uch  .'an  injii[K::It>nj  and  on  Ihcir 
-upiiiii^ri  Dhfll  i^  wa.%,  wioie  fo  hcf  hu^li-trid  fcr  m«trui^imn&- 

^  Tlie  ^itlda  «ill  Ik  fuuiiJ  io  HaliaiJisiJi  111.  C53-3i  at\d  la  Dano'i 
Cirtnictt,  86-qa. 
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Nevill,  Bishop  of  Exetcir,  was  made  Chancellor  of 
England,  Lord  Bourchier  was  appointed  Lord 
Treasurer,  and  a  Pariiamciil  was  summoned  to 
meeC  al  W«slminsler  for  the  purpose  of  reversing 
the  attainders  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  Coventry. 
Of  the  elections  for  this  Parliament  we  have  some 
interesting  notices  in  Letter  355,  from  which  we  may 
see  how  the  new  turn  in  affairs  had  affected  the 
politics  of  th(.-  county  of  Norfolk.  From  the  first  it 
was  feared  that  after  the  three  earls  had  gol  the 
king  into  their  hands,  the  old  intriguers,  Tuddenham 
and  Heydon,  would  be  busy  to  secure  favour,  or  at 
all  events  indulgence,  from  the  party  now  in  the 
ascendant.  But  letters-missive  were  obtained  from 
the  three  earls,  directed  to  all  mayors  and  other 
oflicers  in  Norfolk,  commanding  in  the  king's  name 
that  no  one  should  do  them  injury,  and  intimating 
that  the  earls  did  not  mean  to  show  them  any 
favour  if  any  person  proposed  to  sue  them  at  law.^ 
Heydon,  however,  did  no!  choose  to  remain  in 
Norfolk.  He  was  presently  heard  of  from  Berkshire, 
for  which  county  he  had  fuund  interest  lo  get  himself 
returned  in  the  new  Parliament. 

John  Fasten  also  was  relumed  to  this  Parliament  I 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  his  own  county  of  I 
juiih  Prisioiwn    Norfolk.     His  sympathies  were  entirely  [ 
PadiomenL.       with  the  new  state  of  things,  and  his 
friend  and  correspondent,  Friar   Brackley,  who  felt 
with    him   that    the   wellbeing   of  the    whole    land 
depended  entirely  on  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  sent  him 
exhortations  out  of  Scripture  to  encourage  him  in 
the  ptrformanct:  of  his  political  duties.^     But  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  coming  over  from  Ireland 
of  the  Duke  of  Vork,  who  had   by  this  time  landed 
at  Chester,  and  would  now  take  the  chief  direction 
of  aJFairs?"      Perhaps   the  chief  fear  was  that   he 
would    be    too    indulgent    to   political    antagonists. 
Moreover,    the    Dowager    Duchess   of   Suffolk    had 
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contrived  to  marry  (ler  son  lo  one  of  York's 
dauyhtets,  and  it  was  apprehended  her  influenc-e 
■would  be  consideraljle.  'The  Lady  of  Suffolk,' 
■wrote  Friar  Brack  ley  to  Paston,  'hath  sent  up  her 
son  and  his  wife  to  my  Lord  of  Vork  to  aslt  grace 
for  a  sheriff  the  next  yczr.,  ytaplt;ton,  Boleyn,  or 
Tyrell,  4/uiafiutJ  (iod  send  you  Poynings,  W,  P.istan, 
W.  iloko«-ood,  or  Arblaster.  Ye  have  tnucli  to  do, 
Jesus  speed  you  !  Ye  have  many  good  prayers,  what 
of  the  convent,  city,  and  country.'' 

Such  was  thii  stale  of  hope,  ftar,  and  expectation 
which  the  new  turn  of  affairs  awakened  in  some,  and 
porlicularly  in  tlie  friends  of  John  Paston.  The 
next  great  move  in  the  political  game  perhaps 
exceeded  the  anticipations  even  of  Ffiar  IJracklcy. 
Yet  though  the  step  was  undoubtedly  a 
bold  one,  never,  perhap'?,  was  a  high  ct.jiiii.jg:« 
course  of  action  more  strongly  suggested  ''"f^"'"''- 
by  the  results  of  past  experience.  After  ten  miserable 
years  of  fluctuating  policy,  the  attainted  Yorkists 
were  noiT  for  the  fourth  time  in  possession  of  power ; 
bill  who  could  lell  that  they  would  not_  be  a  fourth 
time  set  aside  and  proclaimed  as  traitors?  For  yet 
&  fourth  time  since  the  fall  of  Suffolk,  England 
might  be  subjected  lo  the  odious  rule  of  favourites 
under  a  well-intentioned  king,  whose  word  was  not 
to  be  relied  on.  To  the  commonweal  the  prospect 
was  serious  enough  ;  to  the  Ihike  of  York  and  his 
friends  il  was  absolute  and  hopeless  ruin.  But 
Vork  had  now  dclermined  what  to  do,  On  the  loth 
of  October,  the  third  day  of  the  Parliament,  he  eanio 
to  Weslminsler  with  a  body  of  joo  armed  men,  and 
took  up  quarters  for  himself  within  the  royal  pulace. 
On  the  Kith  he  entered  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
having  sat  down  in  the  king's  throne,  he  delivered 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  a  writing  in  which  he 
distinctly  claimed  ihat  he,  and  not  Henry,  was  by 
inheritance  rightful  King  of  England. - 

iLcLlerSOS-  'W.  Wurc,  (Bj;  Kal.yan  ;  g*/lt  0/ furl.  t.  175, 
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The  reader  is  of  course  aware  of  llie  fact  on  which 
this  claim  was  based,  namely,  that  Vork,  through  the 
female  line,  Wis  descended  from  Lionel,  Duke  of 
Clarence,  third  son  of  Edward  iii,,  while  King  Henry, 
his  father,  and  his  grandfather  had  all  derived  their 
rights  from  John  of  Gaunt,  who  was  Lionel's  younj^er 
brother.  Henry  iv.  indeed  was  an  undoubted 
usurper;  but  to  set  aside  his  family  after  they  had 
been  in  possession  of  the  throne  for  three  generations 
must  have  seemed  a  very  tiuestionable  proceeding. 
Very  few  of  the  lords  at  first  appeared  to  regajd  it 
with  favour.  l"he  greater  number  stayed  away  from 
the  House.^  Bui  the  duke's  counsel  insisting  upon 
aii  answer,  the  House  represented  the  matter  to  the 
king,  desiring  to  know  what  he  could  allege  in 
opposition  to  the  claim  of  yurk.  The  king,  how- 
ever, left  the  lords  to  inquire  into  it  themselves;  and 
as  it  was  one  of  the  gravest  questions  of  law,  the 
lords  consulted  the  justices.  But  the  justices 
declined  the  responsibility  of  advising  in  a  matter  of 
so  high  a  nature.  They  were  the  kind's  justices, 
and  could  not  be  of  counsel  where  the  king  himself 
was  a  party.  The  king's  Serjeants  and  attorney 
were  then  applied  to,  but  were  equally  unwilling  to 
commit  themselves;  so  that  the  lords  theHiSclveS 
brought  forward  and  discussed  of  their  own  accord 
a  number  of  ohjeclions  to  the  Ouke  of  York's 
claim.  At  length  it  was  declared  as  the  Opinion  of 
the  whole  body  of  the  peers  that  his  title  could  not 
be  defeated,  but  a  compromise  was  suggested  and 
mutually  agreed  to  that  the  king  should  be  ailowed 
to  retain  his  crown  for  life,  the  succession  reverting 
to  the  duke  and  his  heirs  immediately  after  Henry's 
death.3 

So  the  matter  was  settled  by  a  great  and  solemn 
act  of  slate.  But  even  a  parliamentary  settlement, 
produced  by  a  display  of  armed  force,  will  scarcely 
command  the  respect  that  it  ought  to  do  if  there  is 


INTRODUCTION 


CCXIX 


^^prmed  force  to  overthrov  it.     The  king  himself,  it 
is  true,  app&ars  lo  have  beetl  treated  with  res[>ect, 

Kid   wJUi   no   mure  abridi^mt;nl  of  personal   liberty 
,an  was  natural  to  the  situation.'     Nor  could  il   be 
jd  that  the  peers  were  insensible  of  the  reSponsi- 
Jity  they  incurred  in  a  grave  conslitmional  crisis. 
ut   respect  for  constitutional  safeguards  had  been 
severely  shaken,  and  no  securities  now  could  bridle 
the  spirit  of  faction  :  suspicion  also  of  ilsclf  produced 
new*   dangers.     The    Duke   of  York,    after   all    the 
"itlingjicss  he  Ilad  shown  in   Parliament  lo  accept  a 
compromise,  seems  to  have  been  accused  of  violating 
the  settlement  as  soon  as  it  was  made ;  for  on  that 
livery  night  on  which  it  was  arranged  (31st  October), 
j^^faK  are  told  by  a  contemporary  writer  that  'the  king 
^Hsmoved  unto  London  against  fkis  will  to  the  bishop's 
^Hkkcc,  ind  the  Uuke  of  Vork  came  unto  him  that 
pVamc  night  by  torchhght  and  took  upon  him  as  king, 
and   said    in    many   places    that   "  This   is  ours   by 
right." '^     Perhaps  (be  facts  looked  worse  than  they 
were  really  ;  for  it  bad  been  agreed  in  Parliament, 
though  not  formally  expressed  in  the  Accord,  that 
the  dtfke  should  be  once  more  Protector  and  have 
je  actual   government."      But   it   is  not   surprising 
il  Margaret  and  iu-r  friends  would  recognise  nothing 
what  had  been  done  in  Parliament.     Since  the 
ittlc  of  Northampton  she  had  been  separated  from 
:r   husband.       She    fled    with    her   son   first   into 
Jheshire,  afterwards  into  Wales,  to  Harlech  Castle, 
id  then  to  Denbigh,  which  Jasper  Tudor,  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  had  just  won  for  the  House  of  Lancaster.* 
'lei   flijjhi    had    been    attended    with    difHcullies, 
specially  near  Malpas,  where  she  was  robbed  by  a 
servant  of  her  own,  who  met  her  and  put  her  in  fear 

<  Tboufb  Ik  was  ukcn  pri^iicr  ai  ihc  Tiallls  of  Ndtlhampion,  nnti  hod 
r  tince  tufen  m  Elii^  i^iwcr  arUki?  vIctDri  Jiif  lixN^t  ntrt  .ipist^r  to  Ii;ivl-  bpcn 
z<4  und-Gr  jiny  kind  ^rre-^^riml-  In  O^^obcr^ 'tKC'^TC  Lht  J'aTluimrniinKI. 
W3£ipf  niling  [liE  linit  in  hiiniineal  (Irpcn-widi  and  Lllbsm.  —  No.  IBT. 

*  QstLKti^ia  c^i  l^ttttilan  CitizfH,  -joS  ^C^iniJ(?li  ScicIcByJ. 

*  fiilfftuA  C'*nB«f^(  (Ihivii'si).  icA;  KMbjar 

*  Pr-tr^  CoMiuif  Prvctrdiits'i,  vi-  30- 
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of  the  lives  of  herself  and  her  child.'  fn  Wales 
was  joined  by  the  Duke  of  ExeteTf  who  was  with  her 
in  October,^  From  ihecice  she  sailed  to  Scotland, 
where  the  enemies  of  the  DuVe  of  Vork  were 
specially  welcome.  For  James  ii.,  profiting,  as 
might  bf  expected,  by  the  dissensions  of  Enginnd, 
3.  month  after  the  battle  oF  Northampion,  had  laid 
siege  to  Roxburgh,  where  he  was  killed  by  ihe 
bursting  of  a  cannon.  Margaret,  with  her  son, 
arrived  at  Dumfries  in  January  1461,  and  met  his 
widow,  Mary  of  Guetdres,  at  Lincluden  Abbey.' 
Meanwhile  her  adherents  in  the  North  of  England 
held  a  council  at  York,  and  the  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, with  Lords  Clifford,  Dacres,  and  Nevill,  ravaged 
the  land»  of  (he  duke  and  of  the  t'arl  of  Salisbury. 
The  duke  on  this  dissolved  Parliament  after  obtain- 
ing from  it  powers  to  put  down  the  rebellion,''  and 
marched  northwards  with  Ihc  Eart  of  Salisbur)*.  A 
few  days  before  Christmas  they  reached  the  duke's 
castle  of  Sandal,,  where  they  kept  the  festiva.1,  Ihe 
enemy  being  not  far  off  at  Pomfret.*  On  the  30th 
TheVtiicof  [)ecember  was  fought  thedisaS'trousbatilc 
I  w«iwedd.  of  Wakefield,  when  the  YorkFs'ls  "wet* 
defeated,  the  duke  and  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  bcingj 
Slatn~tfi"the  field,  and  the  duke's  son,  the  Earl 
Rutland,  ruthlessly  murdered  by  I-ord  ChiFord  afit 
(he  battle. 

The  story  of  poor  young   Rutland's   butchery 
graphically  describt'd  by  a  historian  of  Che  succeeding' 
age  who,  though  perhaps  with  some  inaccuracies  ^ 
detail  as  to  fact,  is  a  witness  lo  the  strong  impression 
left  by  this  beginjiing  of  barbarities.     The  account 
of  it  given  by  Hall,  the  chronicler,  is  as  follows : —    4 

'  While  this  bailie  was  in  lii^hting,  n  prie&t  ciLllcd  Sir  Kubnrl 
.Asprill,  chnijlajn  and  !ichoiitm;isit;t  \.i  the  young  Earl  nl  Ruila.nil, 
secontl  son  Eu  ihc  almvc-nanieil  Duke  of  York,  &caicc  of  ihe  age 


I  Ccffrdi 
*  XaiU  e/l 


■lions  n/a  LnH-ien  Cl'tiUH,  tot). 
e/tarl.  v.  381.  •  W.  1 


»  No,  J8T. 
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oT  Iwclvc  years  [be  was  reilly  in  his  cig^htsenlti  ycai],  a  fall 
genllcmnQ  and  a  raaidtii-lilie  person,  perceiving  tbal  fliglit  wps 
more  safeguard  ihan  tarrying,  lioth  for  him  Afid  his  master, 
spcrelly  cflnvieyt'd  the  Earl  om  of  lite  fiel'rt  by  ihe  Lord  Clifford'* 
band  lowaids  Ihu  tvvea.  But  or  he  isuld  enter  into  a  huiisr, 
he  wai  by  the  saiil  Lnrd  CliflTurd  espiei!,  loUowed,  and  taken, 
■nil,  by  rcoiori  of  his  apparel,  dt:niiintti.'j  wlint  he  was.  The 
youti^  giMilieniiiii,  (iiam.iyfd,  h.td  nut  a,  wnrd  Ir>  speak,  but 
knedc^l  «o  his  kticcs,  imploring  mercy  arx!  dwirinj;  gince,  liolh 
with  h»l<lin^u|i  hi»  hanrls  and  makii]:|;  doloioas  caunlenntice, 
for    I1B&   £pceC^    vrnn    'gor^f    fdr    fear-       *'i>ave    him,''    ±:uiJ    hi^ 

cbajilain,  "for  he  is  .i  prince's  win,  and  uMnilventure  may  do 
you  good  hi;«eafc«. "  WiiK  iJiat  word,  the  Loirl  CJitFord 
maiked  him  nnd  saiii— "  By  C.'ici's  Idood,  ihy  father  slew 
mine  :  and  sn  will  1  dn  tliuc  ond  all  thy  kin"  ;  ami  nilh  thiil 
tioril  sucW  tile  £ai1  1<>  ibc  henri  witii  iiLs  <]aj;);e(',  and  kitJc 
Iu5  chnplnln  biraT  (he  Earl's  moLlici  woid  what  he  hail  done 
and  said.' 

Another  illustration  which  the  chronicler  goes  on 
to  give  of  Clifford's  bloodthirsty  spirit  may  he  true 
in  fact,  but  is  certainly  wrong  as  regards  time.  For 
he  represents  Queen  Margaret  as  '  not  far  from  the 
field  ■  when  the  batdc  had  been  fought,  and  says  that 
Clifford  having  caused  the  duke's  head  to  bo  cm 
off  antj  crowned  in  derision  with  a  paper  crown, 
presented  the  ghastly  obje<:t  to  her  upon  a  pole  with 
the  words: — 'Madam,  your  war  is  done;  here  js 
your  king's  ransom.'  Margaret,  as  wc  have  seen, 
was  really  in  Scotland  at  (he  lime,  where  she 
riegoiiated  an  alliaace  with  the  Scots,  to  whom  she 
agreed  to  deliver  up  Berwick  for  aid  to  her  husband's 
cause.  But  soon  afterwards  she  came  to  V'ork, 
where,  at  a  council  of  war,  she  and  her  adherents 
determined  to  march  vn  London.  So  it  may  have 
been  a  fact  that  Clifford  [jresented  to  her  the  head 
of  York  upon  a  paie  with  the  words  recorded.  But 
never  was  prophecy  more  unhappy;  for  instead  of 
the  war  being  ended,  or  the  kin^  licing  ransomed, 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  these  deeds  of  wickedness 
imparted  a  new  ferocity  to  the  strife  and  hastctieiJ 
on  ihe  lerrainalion  of  Henry's  imbecile,  unhappy 
reign.     Within  little  more  ih.in  two  months  after  the 
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battle  or  Wakefield  the  son  of  the  murdered  Dulce  of] 
Vork  was  proclaimed  ETng  in  London,  by  the  til 
of  Edward  IV.,  and  at  the  end  of  iht  thitd  monih 
the  tilfxidy  victory  of  Towton  almost-iie&lcoyed,  fori 
a  long  time,  the  hopes  of  the  House  of  Lancaster. 
From  that  day  Henrj-  led  a  wreLchcd  existence^  now  as 
an  exile,  now  as  a  prisoner,  for  eleven  unhappy  years, 
saving  only  a  few  months'  interval,  during  which  he 
was  made  king  again  by  the  Earl  of  VVarwickj  vitlioul 
the  reality  of  power,  and  finally  fell  a  victim,  as  was 
generally  believed,  lo  political  assassination.  .'Vs  for 
Margaret,  she  survived  her  husband,  but  she  also 
survived  her  son,  and  the  cause  for  which  she  had 
fought  with  so  much  pertinacity  was  lost  lo  her  for 
ever. 

And  now  we  must  hak  in  our  poEilicaJ  survey. 
Henceforth,  though  public  affairs  must  still  require 
attention,  we  shall  scarcely  require  lo  follow  them 
with  quite  so  great  minuteness,  We  here  take  leave, 
for  the  mosl  pari,  of  the  contents  of  volume  i,,  and 
of  the  matters,  both  public  an<l  private,  contained  in 
the  letters  during  the  reign  of  Henry  vi.  But  one 
event  which  affected  greatly  the  domestic  history  of 
the  Pastons  in  the  succeeding  reign,  must  be  men- 
tioned before  we  go  further.  It  was  not  long  after 
the  commencement  of  those  later  troubles — more 
precisely,  it  was  oji  the  $Xh  November  1459,  six 
■weeks  after  the  battle  of  Bloreheath,  and  little  more 
than  three  after  the  dispersion  of  the  Yorkists  ftl 
DeatiiofSir  Ludlow— that  thc  aged  Sir  John  Fastolf 
Johrn  Faiiulf.  breathed  his  last,  within  the  wails  of  that 
castle  which  it  had  been  his  pride  to  rear  and  to 
occupy  in  the  place  of  his  birth.  By  his  witi,  of 
which,  as  will  be  seen,  no  less  than  three  difFcrent 
instruments  were  drawn  up,  he  bequeatlied  to  John 
I'aston  and  his  chaplain.  Sir  Thomas  Howes,  all 
his  lands  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 
for  the  purpose  of  founding  that  college  or  religious 
comrnunity  at  Caister,  on  the  erection  of  which  he 
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had  bestowed  latterly  so  much  thought.  The 
manner  in  which  this  bequest  affected  the  fortunes 
of  the  Paslon  family  has  now  lo  be  considered. 


FastoU's  Lands 

Under  the  feudal  system,  as  is  w&ll  known,  on 
the  dcalh  of  any  lenont  I'/t  cuj^ilc  of  the  crown,  his 
lands  were  seized  m  the  king's  name  by  an  officer, 
called  the  escheaior,  until  it  was  ascertained  by  a 
jury  of  (he  county  who  was  the  next  heir  that  should 
succeed  to  the  property,  and  whether  the  king  had 
any  right  of  ward^liip  by  reason  of  his  being  under 
age.  But  when  Sir  John  Fastolf  died,  ^,„_,,„. 
he  left  no  heir,  nor  was  he,  strictly  .^  ,  ,  ^ 
speaking,  &\  Hjs  d^eaih  a  tenant  /«  ea^Ke  sii  John 
of  the  crown.  He  had  at  different  times  '■'"'"if' 
hauded  over  all  his  landed  property  to  trustets,  who 
were  to  hold  it  to  his  use  so  long  as  he  lived,  and  to 
apply  it  after  his  death  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
his  will.  For  the  greater  part  of  his  lands  in  the 
counties  of  Norfolk,  Suffollt,  F.ssex,  and  Surtey, 
he  had  appointed  one  body  of  trustees,  as  early  as 
the  year  14^9,  ten  years  before  his  death-'  This 
body  consisted  of  five  bishops,  including  (he  two 
primates,  three  lords,  two  justices  of  the  King's 
Bench,  two  knights,  and  ten  other  persons.  But  of 
these  original  trustees  a  good  number  Wfifc  already 
dead,  when,  in  the  year  1457,  a  new  trust  wa.s 
created,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  property  was  vested  in  the  names  of  Thomas 
Rourchier,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  William  Wayn- 
flete,  llishop  of  Winchester,  William  Yelverton, 
Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  Johti  I'aston,  Esq., 
Henry  Fyiongley,  Esq,,  Thomas  Howes,  clerk,  and 
William    Paston.      In   the   preceding   year   he   had 

>  TljBdecd  uttal«l  7  July  117  Hcti.  VI..  .mil  enrotlcU  on  (he  Clow  Roll, 
■9  Ken.  vr..  m.  39.  in  aertf. 
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already  created  these  same  peisons,  with  the  addi- 
tion or  Williani  Jcnney,  his  Irustees  for  the  manor 
of  Titchwcll,  in  Norfollc,  a,nd  the  same  agaJn,  with 
Jenney,  but  without  Bishop  VVayuflete,  for  the  manor 
of  Heiyhlon.  The  trust-deed  for  the  former  manor 
was  dated  ist  April  34  Henry  vi.,  and  that  for  the 
latter  26th  March  34  Henry  VJ.' 

Thus   it  appears  that  as  early  as   the  month   of 

March  i4jfi,  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  Sir  John 

Faslolf  had  taken  up  his  abode  in  Norfolk,  John 

^„",     I'aston    and    his    brother   William    were 

John  una  »i]-        ,  ,  j     i         i  ■  ,- 

Mftm  Pasiin,  already  named  by  him  as  tnis-tees  for 
iru-iieei.  some  of  his  property.     From  that  lime 

the  inlluence  of  John  Paston  with  tlie  old  knight  con- 
tinued to  increase  till,  as  it  was  evident  that  the  latter 
drew  near  his  end,  it  became:  a  subject  of  jealousy 
and  suspicion.  Of  course,  ihese  feelings  were  not 
diminished  when  it  was  found  after  Fastolf's  death 
that,  subject  only  to  the  obligation  of  founding  his 
college  at  Caister,  and  paying  4000  marks  to  his  other 
executors,  he  had  in  elTect  bequeathed  to  John  Paston 
the  whole  of  his  lands  in  the  counti^  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk.  Vet  it  does  not  appear  that  in  Fastolf's 
latter  days  John  Pasloii  was  about  him  more  than 
usual.  He  was  just  as  frequently  a'n'ay  in  London 
as  he  had  been  in  any  previous  year.'  But  even 
when  nlwunt,  be  had  a  verj'  staunch  and  hearty 
friend  in  Fnar  Bracklcy,  who  frequently  visited  the 
sick  chamber,  and  look  every  opportunity  to  pre- 
serve and  augtnont  ibo  high  eslcotn  that  Fastolf 
entertained  for  him.  At  the  last  Brackley  wrote  to 
urge  him  to  come  down  to  Norfolk,  as  the  patient 
evidently  could  not  live  much  longer.  'It  is  high 
time ;  he  drawclh  fast  homeward,  and  is  right  low  j 
brought,  and  sore  weakened  and  feebled.'  Paston 
must  bring  with  him  a  draft  petition  to  the  king 
about  the  foundation  of  the  college  at  Caister,  and 

I  InqtihiHiw  fiii  marttm.  iBniiil  w  Hciuy  vt.,  N-a,  48. 
)  ScG  ml,  i..  Nw.  331.  3tB,.  31T,  ia&.  SU, 
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&»  arrEuigement  with  the  monies  of  St.  Benet's,  Tor 
the  dyin^  man's  satisfactioit.  'Every  day  this  live 
days  he  saith,  "  God  send  me  soon  my  good  cousin 
Paston,  for  I  hold  him  a  faithful  man,  and  ever 
one  man."  Cuiego;  "That  is  soolh,"  S:c,  ElUie: 
"Show  me  not  the  meat,  show  me  the  man.'" 
Such  is  the  curious  report  written  by  Dr.  Erackley 
to  Fasten  himself  of  th-e  anxiety  with  which  the  old 
knight  expected  him  shortly  before  his  death.' 

On  the  other  hand,  William  Worcester,  who  had 
so  long  acted  as  Fastolf's  private  secretary,  was 
perhaps  a  little  jealous  at  the  closi^r  in-  wiiiian. 
timacy  and  greater  influence  of  Paston  wmccucr. 
with  his  master.  At  least,  if  this  was  not  his  feeling 
before  Sir  John  Fastolf's  death,  he  expressicd  it 
plainly  shortly  afterwards.  It  was,  he  considered, 
owing  to  himself  that  John  Paston  had  stood  so 
high  in  I'astolf's  favotir;-  and  it  seemed  scarcely 
reasonable  that  Paston  should  have  the  principal 
share  in  the  administration  of  Che  property  while  he 
was  utterly  neglected.  He  had  told  people  in  Yar- 
mouth and  elsewhere,  even  during  the  knight's  last 
tUcess,  that  he  was  to  be  an  executory  and  he  had 
said  ihat  if  the  other  executors  believed  they  would 
have  keys,  he  would  have  keys  as  well.  Ur.  Itrackley 
did  not  lilie  these  rumours,  and  spoke  of  Worcester 
in  terms  of  contempt  and  hatred,  which  we  cannot 
think  to  have  been  altogether  merited,''  For  one 
who  had  been  so  long  in  L'astolfs  service,  so  devoted 
to  his  interests,  and  yet  so  ill  rewarded  during 
his  master's  hfe,  \\  was  no  more  than  reasonable  to 
expect  that  some  kind  of  provision  had  been  made 
for  him  in  the  will.  It  was,  moreover,  perfectly  irae 
that  Faslolf  had  named  him  one  of  his  executors. 
But  this  executorship,  as  it  turned  out,  was  not  a 
thing  likely  to  yield  him  cither  profit  or  importance. 
For  by  the  last  will,  made  immedi.itely  before  the 
testator's  death,  a  body  of  ten  executors  was  consti- 

'  No,  SSL  ^  No.  347  3  No.  UI. 
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tuted,  of  whom   two  were  io  have  the  sole  andi 

absolute  administralior,  tht  otUers  having  nothing 
whatever  to  do  except  when  those  two  thocight  fit 
to  ask  for  their  advice-  The  two  actint;  exectitors 
were  10  be  John  I'aston  and  Thomas  Howes. 
William  Worcester  was  one  of  the  other  eight'  | 

Vet,  at  first,  h«  refrained  from  expressing  dissatis- 
faction, and  showed  hiaistif  ready  to  co-operate  with 
John  Paslon.  Witliin  a  week  after  Fastolf's  death, 
he  accompanied  WiHiani  Paslon  up  to  London,  and 
joined  him  in  an  interview  wiih  Dishop  Waynflete,  at 
that  time  I-ord  Chancellor,  who  was  one  of  the  other 
eicccutors,  In  accordance  with  ilisjhop  W'aynflcte's 
advice,  he  and  William  I'aston  proceeded  to  roUeiCt 
and  sequester  the  g;Qods  of  the  ductasfid  in  different 
pans  of  London  «ntil  the  time  that  John  Paston 
could  have  an  tnter^'itw  with  the  bishop^  They] 
managed  to  have  goods  out  of  the  Abbey  of  Ber-| 
mondsey  that  no  one  knew  about,  except  William 
Paston  and  Worcester  themselvest  and  another  man 
named  Plomer.  In  short,  William  Worcester  acted 
at  this  time  as  a  most  confidential  and  trusty  friend 
to  John  Pttslon's  interests,  beinj;  either  entirely 
ignorant  how  little  provision  was  made  for  his  own, 
or  trusting  to  Paston's  benevolence  and  sense  of' 
justice  for  that  reward  which  was  not  expressly 
'nominated  in  the  bond.'  And  William  Paston  feit 
his  claims  so  strongly  that  he  could  not  help  in-  : 
sinualing  to  bis  brother  that  he  was  bound  in  honour 
to  make  him  a  provision  for  life.  '  1  understand  by 
him,'  wrote  William  Paston,  '  he  will  never  ha%-e  other 
master  but  his  old  master ;  and  to  my  conceit  it  were 
pity  hut  if  he  should  stand  in  such  case  by  my  master 
he  should  never  need  service,  considering  how  my 
master  trusted  him,  and  the  long  years  that  he  hath 
been  with  him  in  and  many  shrewd  journeys  for  his' 
M-ke.' ' 

But  very  shortly  afterwards  the  manner  in  which 
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Worcester  spoke  of  Paslon  revealed  a  bitter  sense 
of  disappointment  and  injustice.  He  asserted  that 
Fastoir  had  actually  granted  him  a  portion  of  land 
to  live  upon,  and  thai  Sit  Th<jmas  Howes,  FastoSf's 
confessor,  who  was  his  wife's  uncle,  had  been  prcsunt 
in  the  chapel  al  Caisler  when  this  gift  was  conceded. 
Worcester's  wife  had  in  fact  asked  Sir  Thomas  lo 
choose  the  [and.  Nevertheless,  when  he  came  to 
dvtoand  of  I'aston  that  to  which  he  considered  he 
had  a  lawful  claim,  the  latter  was  displeased  with 
him ;  nor  did  the  two  come  to  a  good  understand- 
ing again  during  Paston's  life.' 

It  was  but  nine  days  after  Sir  John  FastoJf's  death, 
and  tiirec  days  after  his  hrst  interview  with  the 
chancellor.  Bishop  Waynflete,  that  William  Haston, 
in  writing  to  his  brother,  expressed  his  intemion  of 
goint;  to  the  bishop  again  fur  wnEs  of  iit(m  e/nusil 
extremum-  These  writs  were  the  ordinary  authority 
under  which  the  escheaiors  of  the  different  counties 
wherein  the  deceased  had  hdd  lands  would  proceed 
to  inquire  what  the  manors  were,  and  lo  whom 
thev  ought  to  descend.  That  manv  pre-  _,  . 
tenderri  would  lay  claim  to  Ihc  ditfcrcnt  Fasiair> 
portions  of  those  rich  domains,  John  p™p«"y- 
I'aston  and  his  brother  knew  full  well.  The  Duke 
of  Exeter  had  already  set  up  a  claim  to  Ka.<:(olf's 
place  in  Southwark,  on  what  grounds  it  is;  impossible 
lo  say.  Others,  who  had  no  hope  of  proving  title  to 
any  part  of  the  property  themselves,  expected  to  win 
favour  at  court  by  offering  lo  establish  the  rights  of 
ibe  crown  in  all  the  goods  and  challels.  William 
I'aston  accordingly  endeavoured  to  secure  the  friend- 

'  Si.  Ml.  I«  apticin  Kj-u  iliii'umsnl  eamlW  in  the  Cloi  RdU  of  w 
Hi-nry  vi.,  m.  fi.tntiarsii^  ihd[  Wtfrrr*.tPT  an  tlie  'itlh  /hu^i^C  i|,0o  CTCTiitea 
X  <Ic-^  tiulcinj:  itvt't  dII  hL>  ^ood^.  nni\  chaU«l«  (^mh  mt.iH  inilitfJa  irtoJ'itni 
tl  imnr'iillo,  '-n-a  fl  ""^IHv,  HUfm-fe  <l  '<•  ?■»"•-■«£*  mvnr  mamita). 
sinA  M  i\t^Ai  fJu'  lo  hin^  fmn  vhnL-ioev«r  p«<ar3(^  la  Kohry  Kvcryn^hnin. 
K^r,  llfigh  I'ennc,  ^<;nllcain.n,  Henry  wymli^^ior.?.  |;Enl1vntnD,  hol^crl 
To<»p^".  jun,.  ccn«l*nLin.  :iiid  Ji>ian  lEiikkynFt,  cpn'li^^an;  wliach  tiepil  he 
jfcltit'^*'^');^  *n  Chjm:rry  on  the  i*l  :K|iEriiil>n  Tilluwing  (set  A|>pc-ii^U). 
Appniriitly  the  objrci  o(lhl»  -w.n  Id  (in  oihcr*  an  inlKFOl  in  Wmlicniing 
vtiat  he  •LippiBctL  lo  be  \in  ri^lm^. 
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ship  of  the  Lord  Treasurer,  James,  Earl  of  Wilisl 
and  Ormond ;  but  though  the  earl  gave  him  fair 
words,  Wilham  Paston  was  advised  to  put  no  tmst 
in  hini-'  In  point  of  fact,  soon  after  Chrisimas,  the 
earl  entered  Sir  John's  mansion  in  Soulhwark,  and 
'  occupied  it  for  a  time  as  if  it  had  been  his  own 
dwelling-house. - 

The  escheaior  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  was  Richard  Southwell,  a  friend  of  Johii 
Paston's,  ant)  if  the  writs  of  n/i^m  dausit  fxtremum 
had  been  issued  at  once,  tht  lattt^r  doubtless  hoped 
that  the  rights  of  I'astoirs  trustees  wouM  have  bten 
immediately  acknowledged  by  two  diffeietit  juries, 
the  one  in  Norfolk  and  the  other  in  Suffolk.  But 
the  efforts  of  William  Paston  were  not  crowned  with 
such  speedy  success  as  he  and  his  brolher  could 
have  wished,  .\lrcady,  on  the  loth  November,  writs 
of  (/■/Vw  elausil  txttemum  had  issued  without  hisJ 
applying  for  them,  but  they  were  only  for  the' 
counties  of  Surrey  and  EsseK,  in  which  John  Paston 
was  not  interested.  Special  commissions  to  the 
same  effect  for  the  counties  of  Wills  and  Yorkshire 
were  procured  from  the  king  at  Coventry  eighteen 
days  later.  But  for  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  the  writs 
were  not  issued  till  the  13th  May  in  the 
"  "  following  year.*  The  delay  was  most 
probably  owing  to  representations  on  the  part  Of 
Paston's  enemies:  and  to  the  same  cause  we  may 
attribute  the  fact  that  even  after  the  writ  was  issued 
it  was  not  acted  on  for  five  months  longer,  so  thai 
nearly  a  whole  year  had  elapsed  since  Sir  John 
Fastolf's  death  before  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  in- 
qtjisilions  were  held-  But  at  length  the  opposition 
was  overcome.  '  A  great  day '  was  holden  at  Aclc 
bciore  tne  under-sheriff  and  the  under-escheator,  in 
preSenee  of  some  of  the  tnosl  substantial  gentle- 
men of  Norfolk  ;  'and  the  matter,'  wrote  Margaret 


»  Itbjuii.  first  tttrtim,  jSmkI  jtj  Hcniy  vi.,  Not!. 
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Paston    lo  her  hushand,   'is  wtll   sped   after   your 
intent.' 

Already  John  Paston's  increiised  ini[x>rtaiice  in  his 
native  county  had  coihl-  lo  be  acknowli.tlged.  He 
was  at  this  linn;  kmighi  of  the  shire  for  Norrolk.  Mis 
wife  was  living  at  Hdleadon,  on  the  Faslulf  cslates, 
two  miles  out  u-f  Norwich ;  and  the  mayor  and 
mayoress  paid  her  the  complimem  of  sending  thilher 
their  dinners  and  inviting  themselves  out  tn  dine 
with  her.  The  niiils  at  Hellesdon  and  the  lands  at 
Caisler  wi»re  let  by  his  agcnls,  and  apparuntly,  in 
spite  of  bis  opponents,  whoever  ihc-y  may  have  been, 
he  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  qutel  possession  of 
all  Kaslolf's  lands  in  Norrolk.-  Equally  little  resist- 
ance seems  to  have  been  made  to  his  claims  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  where  an  intjuisition  was  taken  at 
Bungay  nine  days  after  that  which  had  fjecn  taken  at 
Acle.  In  each  county  tht:  jury  limited  themselves  lo 
declaring  the  names  of  the  trustees  in  whose  bands 
the  projMjrty  remained  at  Fasiolf's  death,  and  nothing; 
was  said  about  the  will.  A  will,  in  itself,  could  con- 
vey no  title  lo  lands, aad  the  juries  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  But  ill  both  counties  Juhn  TasCon,  either  as 
executor  or  as  one  of  the  trustees,  was  allowed  to 
assume  at  this  time  the  entire  control  of  the  pro[ierty. 

But  now  came  the  renewal  of  civil  war-^the  battle 
of  Wakefield,  soon  avenged  by  the  proclamatioTi  of 
Edward    iv,   as    king,   and    the   bloody 
rictory  of  Tow  ton.     The   kingdom   was     '*'"-'''^- 
convulsed    from  vtxd   lo   end,   and   there  was  little 
chance    for   doubU'ul    titles    and    disputed    claims, 
except  when  supported  by  the  stroiij;!  arm  of  power. 
I.x}ng  before  the  time  at  which  we  have    T[,eii„i.jof 
now  arrii-ed,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  had     Norfdii. 
set  covetous  eyes  upon  Sir  John    Fastolfs   magni- 
ficent new  castle  of   Caister,  and   he  had  spread  a 
report  In  llie  country  that  the  owner  bad  given  it  to 
him.'     But  it  would  seem  that  Sir  John  himself  had 

'  No.  ML  0  UrJ.  '  Nt,.  183. 
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never  cnltrlained  such  an  idea,  and  if  ever  in  con- 
versation with  Ihe  duke  he  had  let  fall  something 
that  mighl  have  encouraged  th«  hope,  he  had  taken 
special  care  before  his  death  to  show  that  it  was 
unfounded.  For  the  duke  had  visited  Sir  John  in 
Septt:mber  before  he  died,  and  had  proposed  to  pur- 
chase of  him  the  revttsion  of  the  manor;  but  Sir 
John  distinctly  told  him  he  had  given  it  to  Paslon 
for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  college^^  Indeed, 
it  is  perfectly  dear  that  for  years  he  had  intended 
it  to  lie  turned  into  an  abode  of  priests,  and  not 
made  a  residence  for  any  such  powerful  noblemaji. 
.\nd  this  intention,  which  is  apparent  enough  in 
suveial  of  the  letters  written  during  his  lifetime,  was 
expressed  in  the  most  unambiguous  language  in  the 
docuinent  which  John  Pasion  declared  to  have  been 
his  last  wiLl.'^  Indeed,  if  we  believe  John  Paston's 
testimony,  interested  though  it  no  doiibt  m^y  bv,  it 
was  chiefly  from  a  fear  that  his  executors  might  sell 
the  place,  not,  indeed,  to  the  duke,  of  whom  he 
seems  at  thai  time  to  have  ceased  to  entertain  any 
apprehension,  but  to  the  Viscount  Beaumont,  the 
Duke  of  Somerset,  or  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  that  the 
old  knight  determined  to  make  Paston  his  principid 
executor.^  So,  'to  avoid  that  no  lord,  nor  great 
esiale,  should  inhabit  in  time  coming  within  the 
^reat  mansion,'  he  made  a  covenant  with  Paston  by 
which  the  latter  was  to  have  in  fte-simple  all  his 
lands  ill  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  subject 
only  to  11r-  payment  of  a  sum  of  4000  marks  and  the 
duty  of  establishing!  in  Caister  Castle  'a  collcyc  of 
seven  relijiious  men,  monks,  or  secular  priests,  and 
seven  poo^r  folk,  to  pray  for  bis  soul  and  the  souls  of 
his  wife,  his  father,  and  mother,  and  other  that  he 
was  behold  to,  in  perpetuity.'  And  if  in  endeavour- 
ing to  carry  out  this  object  John  Paston  was  interfered 
with  by  any  one  attempting  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  place  by  force,  he  was  enjoincid  to  '  pull  down  the 
said  mansion,  and  every  stone  and  stick  thereof,  and 
iMo-tTL  2  No.  331.  *  Ha.  317. 
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do  (bund  three  of  the  said  seven  priests  or  niunks.  at 
St.  Reniil's,  and  utiL'  at  Vnrmouth,  ont  at  Alllc'ljoiough, 
and  one  at  St.  Olave's  Church  at  Southwark,' ' 

Vet,  notwilhslandinE  all  this,  (he  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
within  three  months  aftor  the  accession  of  Edward  iv,, 
and  little  more  than  a  year  and  a.  half  after  Sir  John 
FasloU's  death,'  had  ccnainly  taktn  possession  of 
tht  great  mansion  of  Caister.  The  confusion  of  the 
Ume  undoubteiily  favoured  the  act,  and  redress 
might  well  have  bcicn  a  trouhlesomc  matter,  as  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  was  a  nohienian  whom  perhaps  even 
the  king  would  not  care  to  displease.  But  Edward 
was  a  king  who,  with  many  faults,  was  most  honour- 
ably anxious  from  the  first  to  do  justice  even  to  the 
inenmest  of  his  subjects.^  Paslon  repaired  to  the 
royal  presence,  and  obtained  letters  from  the  king  to 
the  duke,  which  his  servant,  Richard  Calle,  conveyed 
to  FTamliDghatrt,  They  were  delivered  to  his  lordship 
at  the  lodgt^  of  his  demesne,  but  the  messenger  was 
not  admiilcd  lo  his  prtstnce.  The  duke,  howevei, 
■wrote  an  answfr  !o  the  king  promising  shortly  10 
tepaif  to  Court,  when  he  offered  to  prove  that  some 
of  the  stalements  in  Paston's  Idlers  were  erroneous. 
and  that  he  himself  was  the  person  who  had  the  best 
claim  to  the  manor.  It  appears  there  was  one  other 
claimant  besides,  viz.  Thomas  Fastolf  of  Cowhaw ; 

1  Xow333. 

^  |lc  ha.d  pn^Ivibk'  done  ^^o  brfore  by  authonty  of  H-tory  Vi,,  fgr  m  |he 
ImniiEUng  uf  i4^'0  friar  tlnickky  wriic.*: — 'A  iheid  of  my  LuciT  KorfoJk 
lolH  atK  !ic«  ^r  camr  frum  l^rii-To'i,  nrki!  th^rc  ht  ImiI  O-immonly  voScimI  Ihait 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  ibaulcl,  by  LhG  Ving'a  cDiniiinnLF[|iiriii.  keep  bit  Ka^lt* 
3,1  Cau4cr  toi  Ktfti^iMatil  ol  (lie  Luiintry  a^aia^l  "Warwick  and  othi^r  ^ucBi  of 
Hheliiiiir'?.  rncmlcTi/— Vol,  $,  p.  SM- 

'  Ki^wnfJ'^rcply  i4>:iniiihcr  tuir  pTcf(3TTEsl  by  Jobii  Pnuian  ihi^  umc  ytar 
L'i  jkn  vTiCtlknl  ti^Loijflr  uf  ihii)  ipirit  uf  Lnipnrhalky,  Johrt  Pn>ioii'^  ^ftltsi 
sonwTJjfc  lo  hc4  fflOiipr  a*  rtil!uw*»ioiichinK  an  Ui  crview  he  hnd  liadwhh  Hic 
[.flint  Ttbuurcr,  lUe  Earl  uf  l£v«cx  :  'And  tiov  a(  l^ic  f ,  rrnLtnklja^rtng  Itim 
«if  Il»  ume  maUcr,  inn^iirril  Jf  hti  h:id  ifiov^d  itii-^  kin^'^  tai^ifine'^'  Lherein. 
Aifcd  hciuntn-rtd  nit  lbacbcbn.d  fel-iantS  iimv«i|  iht  Vin^  tUiitehi.  rehearsing 
llic  kiiig'v  Aiif»w«r  ihcTcin :  haw  thna  when  Jie  bad  moved  ilu-  kins  In  die 
«atiJ  (numr  of  i>c<I>i[xm,  he»ie?chiEi-g  tim  l-J  be  ^-i:lur  good  lort^  tbcrciti,  con- 
udcin^  tht  ?4:[>ii:c  j»]d  true  puL  tbai  yf  hnvt  dDncaEiU  tJUEtjr  lo  liim^  tad 
tn  vTkfiecu?  ibe  ri^lil  sba^  yc  Ljvc  OifTvEn,  hv  *iiii\  h-c  vomlJ  be  your  BtfixJ 
Luf  (I  llicrcin,  a«  \m  *ou\d  tt  Uic  tfrcrcM  man  m  i'Ltixlaiid.  He  hcojIiJ  nolJ 
wilh  yrm  in  yavt  ngbL:  nnil^t  lur  fnvauf,  bi*  ivill  nmbt;  uTscler<kirj<H!  ibiii  lit 
klb*|9  >bciwfsTour  Enoiu:  lu  ?zm  aan  tbsLd  to  anvibei,  not  w  ont  in  LngliUid.* 
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but  he,  not  expecting  to  make  his  title  good  against 
Paston  himself,  and  having  need  of  a  powerful  friend 
in  some  other  matlecs,  gave  up  his  claim  to  the  duke, 
and  brought  documents  to  justify  the  latter  in  taking 
fjosses&ion  by  the  right  derived  from  liini'^ 

In  the  end,  however,  Pasion's  appeal  to  the  king 
must  have  been  successful.  Caister  was  certainly 
restored  to  him,  and  in  all  probability  it  was  rustured 
within  a  month  or  two  before  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's 
death,  which  occurred  that  same  year,  in  the  Ix^in- 
ning  of  November." 


The  Beginning  of  Bdward  tV.'s  Reign 

But  notwithslanding  the  even-handed  justice  of 
the  king,  the  limes  were  wild  ;Litcl  unsettled-  The 
revolution  by  which  Henry  was  de[i03ed  uras  not  a 
thing  calculated  to  bring  sudilen  peace  and  iiuiet. 
On  th£  Patent  Rolls  of  this  yea?  we  have  ii^nuttier- 
TrjuWai  -ible  evidences  of  the  state  of  alarm,  con- 
i\a\n.  fusion,  ami  tumult  which  prevailed  con- 

tinuously for  at  l^ast  a  iwelviumonth  over  the  whole 
kingdom.  Commissions  of  array,^  commissions  to 
put  down  insurrections,*  and  to  punish  outrages,^  lo 
arrest  seditious  persons,"  to  resist  |hc  king's  enemies 
at  sea/  or  to  prcfjare  beacons  on  the  coast  to  give 
warning  of  ajiprehended  invasion,*  are  continually 
met  with.  Our  Letters  also  tell  the  same  tale. 
Margaret  Paston  writes  at  one  time  about  '  Will 
Lynys  that  was  with  Master  Fastolf,  and  such  other 

■  Nos.  aas,  3». 

'  'riii»  pcr}i  a|i^  imiy  tic  a.  Tcuoti  for  ^uppohin^  Irf^ticr  M3  <i  have  been 
wiiiU'^  in  ilic  y«u  itfii,  n«tu-i!)ikUii!lini,-  C)ic  dilliculiy  aigJitiuriHt  in  itu. 
pre  lint  inory  )K<ai:. 

dnl'i!  May  ".;  p.  <,  m.  aj  J.,  Pntitaan  i|  and  Ma>vfc  i  (m^)-  »1**  1*  ■> 

*  th.  p.  I,  m-  37  '/,  March  aS,  »id  p.  3,  m.  3  <f.,  July  flt 

•  lb.  [>.  3,  m.  ini/.,  Aug.  ij. 

"  fb^  p-  3f  ID.  I'i.ti.^  Nov.  ^  ;  jind  Y-  4*  i"^  3*  J.,  Keb.  at  (i^6>). 

^   lh%  p.  3i  Olj  3  «/,*  J  u.\y  I'. 

'  li.  |i.  Jr  m.  J  ti.  And  37  d^,  Aug.  £  and  xt  "i  ftUq  so.  B  ^.,  Jul  09. 
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a^  he  is  witlt  him,'  wlio  vent  .ibouL  the  country 
accusing  men  of  being  Scots,  and  only  letting  them 
go  on  payment  of  considerable  bribes.  '  He  took 
last  week  the  ^)a.rson  of  Freton,  and  but  for  my 
cousin  Jerninghani  the  younger,  there  would  hayt; 
led  him  forth  with  him  :  and  he  twld  them  plainly, 
if  they  made  any  such  doint;s  iheri:,  unless  ihty  had 
the  letter  to  show  for  them,  they  should  have  laid 
on '  on  their  bodies.'  '^  A  still  more  flagrant  instance 
of  lawlessness  had  occurred  just  before,  of  which  our 
old  acquaintance  Thomas  Denys  was  the  Tiiomnt 
victim.  He  was  at  this  lime  coroner  uf  Deny*. 
Norfolk.  If  not  in  Edward  iv,'s  service  before  he 
was  king,  he  became  a  member  of  the  royal  house- 
hold immaJiatfly  afterwards,  and  ajccomjanied  the 
new  king  to  York  Ijefore  his  coionalion.  Jt  appears 
that  he  had  some  complaints  to  make  to  the 
kin^;  of  one  Twyer,  in  Norfolk,  and  also  of  Sir 
John  Howard,  the  sheriTof  the  county,  3  relation  of 
the  Duke  oi"  Norfolk,  of  whom  we  have  already 
spoken.'  and  shall  have  more  to  say  presently.  Hut 
sCaTCeiy  had  Im  returned  home  when  he  was  |>ulled 
out  of  his  house  by  the  parson  of  tinoriiif;,  a  friend 
of  Twyer's,  who  accused  him  of  having  procured 
indictmtntfr  against  Twycr  and  himself,  and  carritel 
him  off,  WG  are  not  told  where.'  All  we  know  is  that 
in  ihe  begiiininp  of  July  Thomas  Denys  was  mur- 
dered, and  that  there  were  vgriouii  reports  as  to  who 
had  insti^jated  the  crime.  William  Lomner  believed 
that  some  men  of  the  IJuke  of  Norfolk's  council 
were  irn plicated.  Sir  Miles  Stapldon  factiously 
endeavoured  lo  lay  the  blame  on  John  Btrney  of 
Wilchingham.  The  ])arson  of  Snoring  was  put  in  the 
stocks,  with  four  of  Ins.  associates,  but  what  further 
punishment  ihey  underwent  does  not  appear.  John 
Pxston  was  entreated  to  use  his  influence  to  get  them 
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tried  by  a  si>ecial  commission.^  The  most  precise 
a.ccoLjnt  of  the  crime  is  found  in  ihc  records  of  the 
King's  Bench,  which  give  us  the  dale  and  place 
where  it  occurred.  One  Robert  Grey  of  VVaiham, 
labourer,  was  indicted  for  having,  along  with  others, 
atlarked  Derys  on  Thursday  the  and  July,  and 
dragged  him  from  his  house  at  Gately  to  E^tnere, 
nol  far  I'rom  Walsingham,  where  they  killed  him  on 
the  Saturday  following. 

Elizabeth  Poynings,  too,  John  Paslcn's  sister,  has 
some  experience  of  the  bitterness  of  the  times.  She 
has  by  this  time  become  a  widow,  having  lost  her 
husband  at  the  second  battle  of  St.  Albaas,  and  her 
lands  are  occupied  by  the  Countess  of  Northuoibcr' 
land  and  Robert  Kenys,  in  disregard  of  her  rights.^ 
In  times  of  revolution  and  tumult  the  weak  must  go 
to  the  wall. 

Besides  these  illustrations  of  the  sociat  condition 
of  the  times,  our  Lettera  still  abound  with  informa- 
pgl^iidl         rion  not  to  be  found  elsewhere  as  tu  tlic 
cwmiii.  chief  political  events.     Here  we  have  the 

rL'cord  of  the  battle  of  Towton,  of  those  who  fell,  ajid 
of  those  who  were  wounded;^  after  which  we  find 
Henry  vi.  shut  up  in  Yorkshire,  in  a  place  the  name 
of  which  is  dotibtful.*  Then  we  heiir  of  the  behead- 
ing of  the  Earl  of  Wiltshire,  and  of  his  head  being 
placed  on  London  Bridge.*  Then  come  matters 
relating  to  th«  coronation  of  P^dward  iv„  which  w-as 
delayed  on  account  of  the  siege  of  Carlisle,"  On 
this  occasion,  it  seems,  John  Paslon  was  to  have 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood,'  which  he  doubt- 
less declined,  having  already  compounded  with 
Henry  vi,  not  to  be  made  a  knight."  Two  years 
later,  however,  bis  eldest  eon  was  made  one,  very 
probably  as  a  substitute  for  himself,  apparently  just 
at  the  time  wlien  he  attained  thu  a^e  of  twenty-one" 
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the  father  such  an  honour  would  mosL  Ukely  have 
betn  a  burden  rather  than  a  satisfaction. 

But  on  the  whole  John  Paston  stood  well  with  his 
countrymen,  and  the  change  of  k.in);s  was  an  event 
from  which  he  had  t)o  reason  to  anticipal<;  bad  con- 
sequences to  himself.  Since  the  dealh  of  Sir  Jolin 
Fastolfhe  had  become  a  man  of  much  greater  im- 
jjorlancu,  and  h«  had  been  ruiumed  to  Parliament  in 
the  last  year  of  Henry  vi.  as  a  supporter  .  ^^^  panan 
of  the  I^uke  of  York.  He  was  now,  in  rciutneiHo 
the  first  year  of  Edward  iv.,  returned  to  *■"""■«"■ 
Parliament  again.  He  was  apparently  in  good 
favour  with  the  king,  and  had  been  since  the  acces- 
sion of  Edward  for  a  short  time  resident  in  his 
household.'  The  king  also  obtained  from  him  the 
redelivery  of  the  jewels  pawned  by  his  father,  the 
Utikc  of  York,  to  Sir  John  Fastolf,^  in  consideration 
of  which  he  granted  John  Pa.ston  an  assignment  of 
700  marks  *  on  the  fee-farm  of  the  city  »f  Norwich, 
and  on  the  Issues  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk.  Hut  his  election  as  k.ni(:hl  of  the  shire  for 
Norfolk  did  not  pass  altogether  without  iioestion. 
Paston's  wife's  cousin,  John  Berney  of  Witcbinghani, 
whom  Sir  Miles  Slapletoti  accused  of  being  impli- 
cated in  the  murder  of  Denys,  had  taken  a  leaditig 
part  in  the  proceedings,  and  Staplelon  alleged  that 
he  was  meditating  further  outrages,  The  people  had 
appeared  "jacked  and  saletted'  at  the  shire  house, 
the  under-sheriff  was  put  in  suspicion  of  Berney,  and 
llie  sliertif,  Sir  John  Howard,  conceived  it  would  be 
rjecessary  to  have  a  new-  election.  To  this  neither 
Berney  nor  Pastoii  very  much  objected.  Berney 
was  willing  lo  give  every  assurance  that  he  would  do 
the  ufider-sherilF  no  bodily  hurt,  but  he  considered 
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his  conduct  at  ihe  election  had  not  been  creditable, 
and  he  desired  that  he  would  either  intimate  to  Ihe 
peopJe  that  the  election  should  stand,  ur  procure  a 
new  wril,  and  publicly  announce  tlie  day  on  which 
another  election  should  \k  holden,  As  for  Paston, 
he  was  perrectly  satisfied,  provided  that  he  were  not 
put  to  further  expense,  as  he  believed  il  was  the 
general  desire  of  the  iKOplu  to  ratify  what  they  had 
done  ;  he  only  wished  that  it  might  be  on  a  holiday, 
so  as  not  lo  interfere  with  the  people's  work.  The 
matter  wa^  discussed  before  the  king  himself,  John 
Paston  and  tlie  under-sheriff  being  present,  each  to 
answer  for  his  part  in  the  affair^  and  a  writ  was 
linaEly  granted  for  a  new  election  on  bl.  Laurence's 
I  tay-  But  from  what  he  had  seen  of  the  conduct  of  1 
the  under-slierifl",  Paston  seems  to  have  been  afraid 
the  day  might  yet  be  changed,  to  his  prejudice  ;  so, 
in  a  personal  interview  with  that  functionarj'.  he  got 
him  to  place  the  writ  in  his  hands,  and  sent  il  down 
to  his  wift  to  keep  until  the  new  day  of  election  came 
round,  charging  her  to  see  that  the  under-sheriff  had 
it  apain  thai  day.'  i 

His  suspicions  of  unfair  dealing  were  probably  too ' 
well  founded.  At  all  events,  the  new  election  did 
not  pass  over  peacefully  any  more  than  the  previous 
one,  perhaps  tJOt  SO  much  so.  We  do  not,  indeed, 
hear  any  more  of  John  Berney  EUid  Sir  Miles  Staple- 
jiihn  pa.ipn  ton;  but  the  sheriff.  Sir  John  Howard, 
ar>jSM"|oiin  had  a  violent  altercation  with  Paston 
""'  himself  in  the  shire  house,  and  one  of 

Howard's  njeii  struck  Pas.ton  twice  with  a  dagger, 
so  that  he  would  have  been  severely  wounded  but 
for  the  protection  of  a  good  doublet  thai  he  wore  on 
the  occasion.'' 

The  occurrence  was  ;>n  awkward  one.  The  feuds 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk  had  already  occupied  Ihe 
king's  attention  once,  and  that  which  it  was  supposed 
would  have  been  a  settlement  had  proved  no  settle- 
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ment  at  all.  Perhaps  Edward  had  been  too  lenient 
towards  old  oBcnders;  for  Sir  Miles  Stapleton  was 
but  an  aliy  of  Sir  Thomas  Tuddenham  and  John 
Heydon,  of  whom  we  have  heard  ao  much  in  the 
days  of  Henty  Vi.,  and  these  t«'o  personages  were 
almost  as  influejitial  as  ever.  Some  titne  before  tlie 
king's  coronation,  they  had  received  a  royal  pardon, 
on  the  strength  of  which,  as  we  learn  by  a  letter  at 
thai  time,  they  intended  going  up  to  I^ndon  with 
the  Duchess  of  Suffolk  to  be  present  at  the  cere 
mony,^  And  very  soon  afterwards  we  have  a  renewal 
of  ihe  old  complaints  that  'the  world  was  right  wild. 
and  had  been  sithence  H*ydon's  safeguard  was  pro- 
claimed tit  Walsinsham.'  '^  But  whoevci  was  in  fault, 
it  was  a  serious  thing  for  John  Paston — who  by  this 
lime  hoped  that  he  was  in  favour  with  the  liing,  and 
had  aclually  got  hi,s  eliclcst  son  introduced  into  the 
king's  household " — that  royal  influence  itself  could 
not  still  the  angry  feelings  that  had  arisen  about  his 
election,  The  dispute  must  now  once  more  come 
before  the  king,  and  his  adversary,  in  consequence 
of  his  relation  to  the  Dulte  of  Norfolk,  wa:s  doubtless 
3  man  of  considerable  influence.  Paston  himself,  it 
is  true,  was  in  the  position  of  the  injured  party,  but 
he  forbore  to  complain.  The  subject,  however,  was 
brought  by  others  under  the  notice  of  the  king,  who 
commanded  both  Paston  and  Howard  to  appear 
before  him,  and  was  even  incensed  at  the  former  for 
delaying  to  obey  his  summons.  On  the  nth  of 
October  the  king  said  to  one  of  John  Paston's 
friends  :  'We  have  sent  two  privy  seals  to  Paslon  by 
two  yeomen  of  our  chamber,  and  he  disobeyeth 
(hem  ;  but  we  will  send  him  another  to-monow,  and, 
by  God's  mercy,  if  he  come  not  then,  he  shall  die 
for  it  We  wi(l  make  all  other  men  beware  by  him 
how  tliey  shall  disobey  our  writing,  A  servant  of 
onrs  hatii  made  a  complaint  of  him.  J  cannot  think 
that  he  hath  informed  us  all  truly.     Yet  not  for  that 
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we  will  not  suffer  him  to  disobey  our  writing  ;  but 
silhence  he  disobcyttli  our  w-riting.  we  may  believe 
the  better  his  guiiiiny  is  as  we  be  informed.' ' 

These  terrible  words  were  reported  to  John  Paston 
by  his  brother  Clement,  then  in  I^ndon,  who  urged 
him  to  come  up  from  Norfolk  in  ail  possible  hastt:, 
and  to  be  sure  that  he  had  some  very  weighty  excuse 
for  having  neglected  the  previous  mc3s::^es.  But 
besides  great  despatcli  in  coming,  and  a  very  weighty 
excuse,  one  thing  more  was  ver^'  necessary  to  be 
attended  to,  and  this  further  admonition  was  added  : 
'Also,  if  ye  do  well,  come  right  strong  ;  for  Howard's 
wife  made  her  boast  that  if  any  of  her  husband's  men 
might  come  to  you,  there  should  go  no  penny  for 
your  life,  and  Howard  hath  with  the  king  a  great 
fellowship."* 

It  was  clear  this  advice  was  not  to  be  neglected. 
Paston  seems  to  have  been  detained  in  Norfolt  by  a 
dispute  he  had  with  his  co-ejtecuton;  Judge  Velverton 
and  William  Jenney,  who  refused  to  acknowledge  his 
claims  as  chief  administrator  of  Faslolf's  will,  and 
had  entered  on  the  possession  of  some  of  Sir  John's 
manors  in  Suffolk,  near  the  borders  of  Norfolk.^ 
Hut  his  absence  from  London  had  done  great  mischief. 
Not  only  Howard,  but  the  Dukes  of  Norfolt  and 
Suffolk  were  endeavouring  to  put  him  out  of  the 
king's  favour;  and  it  was  said  that  Cai^iier  would  be 
given  to  the  king's  brother,  Richard,  Duke  of 
Gloutiesler.*  ^Vorst  of  all,  however,  was  the  fact 
that  the  kingj  who  had  evideniJv  had  a  good  opinion 
of  i'aston  hitherto,  was  beginning  lo  alter  his  lone 
John  Paiian  SO  seriously.  No  time,  therefore,  was  to 
.mpriKOid.  |jg  igjf  jn  going  up  to  Ixindon,  and 
no  mar^■el  though,  when  lie  got  there,  he  was 
immediately  Committed  Co  the  Fleet.-* 

John  Paston's  enemies,  acting  in  several!  ways,  had 
now  done  their  worst.     While  the  news  of  his  dispute 
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with  Howard  was  reported  to  the  king  in  the  most 
unfavourable  iL-rmS,  Judge  Velverton  (he  had  fci«en 
madt  Sir  Wiitmm  Ydverton  at  the  coronation) '  and 
William  Jenney  enterud  Sir  John  Fa-stoif's  Manorof 
manor  of  Cotton  in  Suffolk:,  and  distrained  Caiioo. 
upon  the  tenants  for  rent.  John  I'aston's  failhful 
servant,  Richard  Calle,  at  first  imterrupled  their 
proceedings,  and  when  Jenney  went  to  hold  a  coUrt 
at  Cotton,  entered  the  place  before  he  came,  along 
with  Pastoit's  eldest  son.  By  Calle's  activity  and 
WJilch fulness  the  court  was-  holden  in  PastOn's  name, 
alihouyh  it  had  been  summoned  in  Jenney's ;  and 
young  John  Paston  next  day,  to  requite  the  enemy 
for  the  trouble  they  had  Occasioned,  took  with  him 
thirty  men,  and  rode  to  Jenney's  place,  where  he 
carried  off  thirtj'-six  head  of  neat,  and  brought  them 
into  Norfolk.  Thi^  was  a  bold  exploit,  for  the  enemy 
had  threatened  to  drag  him  and  Calle  out  of  the 
place  by  violence ;  but  Calle  still  remained,  and 
twelve  men  with  him,  and  kept  possession  for  five 
whole  days,  during  which  lime  he  visited  the  farmers 
and  tenants  of  the  manor,  and  ascertained  thai  they 
were  all  well  disposed  towards  Paston,  and  would 
pay  no  money  to  any  one  else.  But,  unfortunately, 
just  at  (his  point  came  the  summons  lo  I'aston  which 
he  did  not  dare  to  disobey ;  and  his  opponents  knuw 
how  to  profit  by  his  absence  and  imprisonment  in 
l^ondon.  Velverton  and  Jcnnijy  did  not  re-enter  the 
manor  themselves ;  but  Jenney  sold  his  interest  in 
it  to  one  Gilbert  Debt-nham,  who  intended  to  give 
it  to  his  son,  Sir  Gilbert,  for  a  dwelling-house. 
Accordingly,  by  the  encouragement  of  Jenney  and 
Debcnham,  a  body  of  unlinown  men  look  possession 
of  the  place,  and  garrii^oncd  it  against  all  comers 
as  strongly  a**  they  could.  They  broke  down  the 
drawbridge  over  the  moat,  so  that  no  one  could 
eniei  the  place  eJicept  by  mean^  of  a  ladder.  They 
melted  lead,  and  damaged  the  property  in  various 
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ways,  while  John  Paston  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Fleet. 
At  the  same  time  Velverton  and  Jenney  took 
proceedings  against  Richard  Callc.  They  succeeded 
in  getting  him  imprisoned  upon  ar  indictment  fof^M 
felony  in  Norfolk ;  and,  fearing  lest  he  should  b^H 
acquitted  upon  that  charge,  they  'certified  insurrec- 
tions' against  him  in  Iho  King's  Bench,  and  sent  the 
sheriflr  a  writ  to  bring  him  up  to  London  in  th 
lieginning  of  November.^ 

Bui   before  ihe  day  that   Richard   Calle  was 
appear    in    the    King's    Bench,  John    Paston    was' 
,  ,    „  delivered  from  the  Fleet,  and  his  adver- 

rtdiird  ftum     MJiry  Howard  was  sent  to  prison  in  his 
ptuon.  place.     The  whole  cireumatanCes  of  the 

controversy   had    l>een   laid    before   (he   king,   an' 
Fasten   was    released   after  about  a   fortnight's   im- 
prisonment.    The  news  that  he  had  got  into  trouble 
had    excited    much   sympathy    in    Norwich,    for    he^^ 
was   hit^hly   po[>ular,  and  Howard's  attempt   to  ^cl^| 
aside  his  election  met  with  very  little  approbation.^^ 
Margaret  I'aston,  especially,  was  sad  and  downcast 
at   home,  and   though    her  husband    had    sent    her 
comfortahle  mess^es  and  letters  showing  that  his 
case  was  not  so  bad  as  il  appeared  to  he,  'yet   X^M 
could  not   be  merry,'  she   wrote  to   tiim,   'till   thid^| 
day  that  the   Mayor  sent  10  me,  and  scat  ine  wOrd 
that  he  had  knowledge  for  very  truth  thai  yc  were 
delivered  out  of  the  KleeL'" 

The  king  was  much  interested  in  the  dispute,  and 
was  laudably  determined  to  insist  upon  justice  and 
fairdealing.  Hcappoinlcd  SirThomas  Montgomery, 
one  of  the  knights  of  his  Own  household,  in  whgi; 
he  had  special  conlidence,  sheriff  of  Norfolk  for  the 
ensuing  year.  And  when  Sir  Thomas  went  do* 
into  Norfolk,  he  seiit  Sit  William  Yelvcrton  aloD_ 
with  him,  who,  though  not  very  favourably  disposed] 
towards  Paston,  was  still  one  of  the  justices,  ar 
bound  to  be  impartial,  Edwdrd  gave  thttn  both 
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very  explicit  mcssaj:*:  froin  ins  vv/n  niwulh  lo  declare 
to  thu  jifopli;  in  the  shire  hausLr,  and 
Yulverton  was  ninde  the  spokesman,  itir^f^fi""" 
He  Slid  the  king  had  heen  greatly  dis-  iijr  i'<=|' i>it  c<f 
pleased  to  hear  that  tln;rc  had  been  'a 
riotous  fellowship  ■■  in  tho  county,  but  that  he  under- 
stood it  was  not  owing  to  disaffection  on  the  part  of 
the  people  generally — that  it  had  been  stirred  up 
only  by  two  or  three  evi !-di&posed  persons^that  he 
and  line  sheriff  were  there  by  the  king's  command, 
ready  lo  receive  complaints  from  any  man  against 
ally  one  whomsoever — and  that  if  they  could  not 
prevail  upon,  the  wrongdoer  to  make  restitution,  the 
bills  shouJd  be  sent  to  the  king;  moreover,  that  if 
any  man  was  afraid  to  set  forth  his  grievaiiCL'5,  he 
should  have  full  protection.  At  this  point  Yelveilon 
asked  the  sheriff  if  he  remembered  anything  more 
in  the  king's  m-essage,  and  requested  hiin  in  that 
case  to  declare  it  himself-  The  sheriff  said  Sir  William 
had  set  forth  everything,  except  that  the  king  had 
made  special  reference  lo  two  persons,  Sir  Thomas 
Tuddenhain  and  Heydon.  'Ah,  that  is  truth,' said 
YeKcrton  ;  and  he  explained  that  any  one  who 
wished  lo  complain  of  them  should  be  prote-cled 
also.  The  sheriff  then  added  a  few  words  for  his 
pan.  in  which  he  promised  faithfully  before  all  the 
people,  'and  swore  by  great  oaths,'  that  neithw  by 
fear  nor  by  favour  would  he  be  restrained  from 
communicating  to  the  king  the  truth  as  he  found  it 
to  Ije.'' 

All  this  waij  reassuring  ;  but  yet  it  was  remarked 
thai  John  Paslon  did  not  come  home  again  into 
Norfolk,  aiid  neithtr  did  his  colleague  in 
Ihe  represtfUtation  of  thu  cOUUly,  John  *'  '  ''*  '' 
Berney  of  Witchingham.  This  alone  caused  Margaret 
Paston  still  lo  entertain  apprehensions  for  her 
husband's  safety,  and  her  suspicions  were  shared 
by  many,  who  feared  that  they  and  Paston  ahke 
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were    involved    in   some   new   charges   of  sedition. 

Busybodies,  it  was  thougKi,  had  been  insinuating  to 
the  king  that  a  very  rebellious  spirit  prevailed  in 
Norfolk,  and  rfporl  said  that  the  Dukes  of  Clarence 
and  Suffolk  would  come  down  with  certain  judges 
commisaioned  to  try  such  persons  as  were  'noised 
riotous/  The  rumour  scarcely  tended  to  pacify 
diicoiitcnt.  If  it  were  true,  people  said  they  might 
as  well  go  up  to  the  king  in  a  body  to  complain  of 
those  who  had  done  them  wrong,  and  not  watt 
quietly  to  be  hanged  at  their  own  doors.  The 
Duke  of  Suffolk  and  his  inoiher  were  the  maintaineis 
of  tho»e  who  oppressed  the  country  most,  and 
nothing  bul  severity  could  be  expected  from  A 
commission  of  which  the  duke  was  a  member,  unless 
his  influence  were  counteracted  by  that  of  more 
popular  persons.'  These  misgivings,  however,  were 
happily  soon  after  set  at  rest  The  election  of  John 
Pa-ston  was  conlirmed,  and  no  such  dreaded  com- 
mission appears  to  have  been  sent  into  Norfolk. 
'  The  people  of  that  country,'  wrote  Margaret  Paston 
to  her  husband,  'he  right  glad  that  the  day  went 
with  you  on  Monday  as  it  did.  You  were  never  sa 
welcome  into  Norfolk  as  ye  shall  be  when  ye  come 
home,  I  trow.'^  Paston,  in  fact,  appears  to  have 
f;ained  a  complete  triumph  over  his  advtrsari^Sj 
and  it  was  said  that  Howard  was  likely  to  lose  bia 
head." 

But  the  dispute  with  Yelverton  and  Jenney  was 
still  unsettled.  Writs  were  sent  down  into  Norfolk 
to  attach  John  Paston's  eldest  son  and  Richard  Calle 
upon  indictments  of  trespass,  and  Debenham  ihreai- 
ened  to  hold  a  court  at  Calcot  in  defiance  of  I'a^ton's 
agents.'*  It  is  evident,  too,  that  he  made  good  hiS' 
word,  and  John  Paston  in  consequence  got  his 
tenants  to  bring  actions  against  him.^  Cross  pleas 
between   the  parties  occupied  the  courts  at   West- 
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ininst«T  for  a  ytar  or  iiion-,  duriny  which  time  wc 
ftnd  it  suggested  to  Jotin  I'aston  that  he  would  nuver 
gt^t  leave  to  live  in  peact.',  unless  he  could  by  some 
means  obtain  'the  good  lordship'  of  the  iJuke  of 
Suffolk.'  Appeals  to  law  and  justice  were  all  very 
well,  and  no  one  fought  his  battk'  in  the  courts  with 
more  unflinching  energy  than  l*aslon  ;  but  unless  he 
wished  to  be  always  fighting,  ihe  best  way  for  him 
was  to  obtain  the  favour  of  (he  threat. 

It  is  a  question,  indeed,  whether  in  this  clernal 
turmoil  of  litigation  at  Westminster,  and  watch  lo 
keep  out  intruders  in  his  Suffolk  manors,  John 
Pjtston  bad  not  to  f^ome  extent  neglected  his  duty  lo 
his  children  at  home:.  Such,  at  least,  was  the  world's 
opinion,  and  there  wctc  candid  friends  who  did  not 
hesitate  lo  icU  him  so.  His  eldest  son  sir  John 
now  attained  the  age  of  twenty  one,  and  i*"!^™- 
received  tlie  dignity  of  knighthood —  *  "■  '**^- 
probably,  as  we  have  before  suggested,  as  a  sulistiliile 
for  himself.  ThL'  young  man  had  been  sitminoned 
Tout  years  before  to  attend  and  do  mililary  service  lo 
King  Henry  vi.^  Me  had  since  been  for  some  little 
time  a  member  of  King  Edward's  household,  travel- 
ling about  with  the  court  from  place  to  place.^  IIul 
he  had  scarcely  seen  the  usual  amount  of  service, 
and  though  now  of  full  age,  and  known  as  Sir  John 
Paston,  knight,  he  was  living  again  under  his  father's 
roof,  wasting  his  time,  as  it  was  considered,  in 
inglorious  ease,  'At  reverence  of  God,  take  heed,' 
wrote  some  one  to  his  father.  Tor  I  hear  much 
talking  thereor  ,  .  .  Some  say  that  he  and  ye  stand 
both  out  of  the  king's  good  grace,  and  some  say  that 
ye  keep  him  at  home  for  niggardship,  and  will  nothing 
spend  upon  him;  and  so  each  man  says  his  advice 
as  it  pleases  him  to  talk.  And  I  have  inquired  and 
said  the  most  cause  is  in  party  for  cause  ye  arc  ao  much 
out,  that  he  is  rather  at  home  for  the  safeguard  of 
the  coasts.* 
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especially  about 
Yurinoulh,  miglit  well  be  an  object  in  which  John 
I'astoii  Wiis  specially  concerned,  for  close  lo  Varmoulh 
lay  Caister  Castle.  And  he  had  actually  procured 
a  commission  for  his  son  to  be  capUin  of  ;i  ship  in 
the  kinj;'5  service,  called  the  Barge  of  Varnioulli, 
But  here  again  he  was  brought  into  collision  with 
Gilbert  Ui;bi;nham,  who  had  already  procured  a 
commission  to  the  same  effect  for  himself,  and  ibis 
field  of  usefulness  seems  to  have  been  cut  off.^  Cot 
fincmciit  4.t  home,  to  superintend  his  fathci's  scnranll 
did  not  suit  the  youny  man's  tastes.  Once  bcfor 
he  bad  displeased  his  father,  probably  by  set-king  ic 
much  liberty.^    He  now  not  oniy  sought  it,  but  toal 

lUium       it  without  leave,     Withoui  sigriifying  hi! 

'"•""=■  tnifntion  to  any  one,  he  stole  away  from 

Caister,  apparently  with  the  view  of  joining  hiniself_ 
again  to  ihe  kind's  hour^ehold     In  jMssing  by  Lync 
he  wrote  a  penitent  letter  to  his  mother,  expressir 
his  fear  that  he  had  done  wrong,  and.  given   he 
uneasiness.      And.  in  truth,  she  was  by  no  ok 
pleased  ;  for  hitherto  in  their  little  disagreements  she 
iia.d  stood  between  hiin  and  his  father,  and  now  her 
own  past  efforts  at  conciliation  caused  his  fathi-r  to 
suspect  that  she  had  been  privy  lo  his  escape.     If 
on  any  occasion  Margaret  Poston  ever  deceived  het 
husband,  it  must  have  been  for  the  sake  of  shieldir 
one  of  her  sons  ;  but  we  are  not  warrajited.  in  boliei 
Ing  c^'en  this.     The  impviotion  in  this  instance  was 
certainly  untrue  ;  but  so  great  was  the  offence  taken, 
by  the  father,  thai  she  durst  not  even  let  him  knol 
that  she  had  received  a  letter  from  her  son  since  hi^ 
departure.     She,  however,  wrote  lo  the  runaway,  anf 
charged  hitn,  as  he  valued  her  blessing,  to  do  all 
his  power  to  reco\'er  hi&  Aiiher's  goodAill,     He  mua 
write  to  his  offended  fioTeiit  again  and  again  in  th( 
most  humble  lemis  he  could  think  of.  giring  him  aU 
the   news  from    court,   and   l^ing    far  more  putts 
>  Not  MM.  ■Hix.mSM. 
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I'' or  his  second  son  John's  setting  out  in  hfe,  the 
father  had  made  iieCler  provision  than  for  his  eldest. 
He  had  succcedi-'d  in  getting  him  placed  j.An  I'^wn 
in  ihc -housL-hoId  of  the  new  Duke  of  '^^ i'-'-'-KW. 
Noifolk,  the  last  of  the  Mowbrays,  who  succecdt'd 
his  fattier  towards  the  closti  of  the  year  1461,  the 
fiTat  year  of  Kiitg  Edward's  reign.  It  was  the  pre- 
ceding duke  who  had  oci;upicd  Calster  just  liclbre 
the  coronation;  but  he  died  on  the  (ilh  November 
following,  at  the  beginning  of  Edward's  first  Parlia- 
ment, when  his  son  and  heir  ha.1l  just  attained  the 
age  of  seventeen.*  John  I'aston  the  father  evidently 
ho))ed  to  have  the  young  duke  for  his  friend,  and  so 
to  maintain  himself  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
lands  which  he  claimed  under  Sir  Jolin  Kastolfs  will. 
His  ^n  must  have  been  as  nearly  as  posiiible  of  the 
same  age  as  the  young  nobleman,  in  whose  service 
he  was  pLiced,  and  he  was  soim  made  familiar  with 
the  slir  and  hustle  of  life.  At  first  he  went  down 
with  the  duke  to  his  castle  of  Holt,  in  Wales,  where 
he  expected  to  keep  his  Christmas.  The  young 
duke,  who  was  already  married,  heinf;  desired  by 
the  kjng  to  repair  thiilierfor  the  quiet  of  the  country, 
had  lell  liis  wife  liehind  liim,  but  after  a  while  pro- 
pasetl  to  send  for  her  to  keep  Ciirislmaa  in  Wales 
along  with  him.  This  intention,  however,  he  was 
compelled  to  abandon.  At  that  very  lime  Queen 
Margaret  had  come  oul  of  I'rance,  and 
had  won  the  castle  of  llambnrough  ;  and 
though  U'arwiek  was  sent  to  the  north  as 
the  king's  lieutenant,  and  the  kinj;  him- 
self was  following  with  an  army  of  his 
own,  it  was  shorllv  afterwardi  determined  that  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  abo  should  repair  into  Norllumibcr- 
land.  The  rastles  of  Alnwick,  l)uiistanbnrDUf;li,  rtnti 
ItamlKirough  were  invested   iiy  the  rnyai  forces  ;  hut 
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it  was  fully  enpected  the  Scots  would  make  a  stror 
attempt  to  rescue  them.  The  Earl  of  Warwick 
headquarters  were  at  ^Varkwortli,  three  miles  out 
Alnwiclf,  but  ht  rode  daily  to  each  of  the  three] 
castles  to  superintend  the  siegii;  operations  at  each. 
The  DlVc  of"  Norfolk  had  the  task  assigned  him  to 
conduct  thi'  victuals  and  ordnance  from  Newcastle. 
The  king  himself  lay  at  Durham  ;  and  young  John 
Paslon  had  an  opportunity  of  making  acquaintance 
with  a  number  of  influential  persons,  including  the 
Lord  Hastings  and  Lord  Dacres,  who  had  continual 
access  to  the  presence  of  their  sovereign.  Altogether, 
John  Paston  the  youngest  had  certainly  begun  the 
world  well.' 

Of  the  other  children  of  John  and  Mai^ret  Pastas 
it  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  at  present     At  it 
time  of  which  we  now  treat  there  was  hardly  one  i 
them  far  advanced  l>eyond  childhood  ;  nor  do  they,' 
in   fact,   occupy  very   much  attention  even   in   later 
years,  although  we  shall  meet  with  Casual  notices  of 
one  or  two  of  them. 


Troubles  of  John  Paston 

On  the  whole,  though  the  conduct  of  one  of  them 

had   not  given  him  entire  satisfaction,  ihc  two  eldest 

sons  of  John  Paston  had  probably  both  been  of  soiue 

service  to  thvii'  father  in  maintaining  his  influence  at 

court,     And  this  must  have  been  a  matter  of  no 

small  consequ'ence  in  the  continued  struggle  that  he 

was  obliged  10  maintain  with  adversaries  like  Yelverton 

and  Jenney.    The  dispute  with  them  had  now  assumed 

«D  1464        another  form.     Sir  William  Yelverton,  in 

ULiK'iion      conjunction  with  oat  old  frietid  William 

tauthim         Worcester,  was  contesline  in  the  spiritual 

court  of  Canterbury  the  clami  put  forwa 

by   Paston  to   be  chief  executor  under  Sir  Jot 
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Fastolfs  will ;  wliile  at  the  same  time  William  Jenney, 
and  one  William  Hogan,  by  Jcnney's  procurement, 
took  action)^  for  ircspass  against  him  in  llii;  Suffolk 
county  court.  Faston  trusted  to  liis  influence  with 
the  king  to  tlL-Hver  him  from  these  vcicalious  suits. 
He  ntjglected  to  put  in  an  appearance  at  four  several 
county  Courts,  and  allowed  himself  10  be  put  in 
exigent,  while  he  followed  the  Icin^  la  Marlborough, 
and  olitained  from  him  a  licence  for  the  erection  of 
the  college  at  Caister  provided  for  in  Fastolfs  will. 
Along  wilh  ihiii  the  king  covenanled  to  give  him 
a  free  pardon  when  required  for  all  ofTenoes  against 
the  peace,  to  save  him  harmless  against  Yelverton 
and  Jenney ;  but  undertook  at  the  same  time  to 
(Siuse  inquiij'  to  l>e  made  into  the  substance  of  their 
accusalion^r  Bind  if  these  proved  to  be  unfounded, 
to  compel  ihem  to  make  Paston  compensation.' 

Paston  had  partly  trusted  to  the  friendBhip  of 
William  CalthorpC,  who  was  at  this  time  Sheriff  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  to  protect  him  against  outlawry. 
His  servant  Richard  Calle  offered  surety  that  Fasten 
would  save  the  sheriff  hiuniiess,  eithtr  by  making  an 
appearance  at  a  later  date  or  by  producing  a  super- 
sedeas; and  he  requested  that  upon  lliis  a.ssurance 
the  sheriff  would  return  ihat  his  masti=i"  ha.d  apfwared 
the  fiist  day.  Callhnrpc  had  every  wish  lo  do  Fasten 
a  kindness ;  though  he  confess.ed  that  Jenney  had 
been  his  gooci  friend  and  legal  adviser  for  two  years 
past,  Paston  wels  still  more  his  friend  than  Jenney, 
and  he  promised  to  do  all  that  was  required,^  Bat 
this  promise  he  failed  to  ■  fulfil,  Paston's  non- 
appearance was  proclaimed  at  four  successive 
county  courts  at  Ipswich ;  and  a  writ  of  exigent 
was  granted  against  hini.  Paston  obtained  a  suptr- 
xdtai  from  the  king  at  Fotheringay  on  the  tohn  Pmioh 
3rd  August;  but  in  the  end  jitdgment  ""'i:'-"^''' 
was  given  against  him  in  Suffolk  on  the  loth  Sep- 
tember, and  he  was  proclaimed  an  oullaw.  On  the 
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3rd  Novemlier  rollowipg  he  was  conimilted  to   U»e 
Fleet  prison, ' 

This  was  his  second  experience  of  captivity  since 
the  death  of  Sir  John  Fastolf.    We  do  not  know  ihaC^I 
Jie  ever  suffered  it  before  thai  tiirn; ;  bui  he  was  now^B 
paying  the  peimlly  of  increasi^J  im|)ortance.      His 
delerlion  on  this  occasion  does  not  seem  to  have 
been   of  lonp   duration;  but  if  we  are  right  in  the 
interpretation  of  a  sarcastic  anonymous  letter"  foiintl^H 
among  his  correspondence,  hi;;  fellow-prisoners  tbrcn^l 
out  surmises  when  he  left  (hat  the  Fleet  would  see 
him  yet  a  third  time  within  its  walls.     Al  least,  this 
may  or  may  not  have  been  the  purport  of  what  iS^| 
certainly  an  ironical  and  ambiguous  epistle  add rcssed^l 
to  him,  we  cannot  tell  by  whoiu.     If  it  was  so,  the 
prediction  was  verified  before  another  twelvemonth 
had  passed  away. 

How  matters  went  during  the  winter  we  have  verj 
little  indication,   except  that  Paston's  friend   Jolll 

A.ti.  11*5.     Wykes,  an   officer  of  the   king's  hoiisi 
7  fcb.        hold,  writes  to  Margaret  Paston  on  ih< 
7th   February   from   London,   'that  my  master  your' 
husband,  my  mistress  your  mother,  my  master  Sir 
John,  Mr  William,  Mr.  Clement,  and  all  their  men, 
were  in  good   health   when  this  letter  was  written, 
thanked  be  Jesu  ;  and  also  their   matters  he  in  a 
good  way,  for  my  Lord  Chancellor  is  their  singular 
good  lord.'     The  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  family 
was  certainly  very  serious,  when  old  Agnes  I'aslon, 
the  judge's  widow  (for  I  have  never  found  any  othrr 
lady  spoken  of  as  Marf-aret  Pa.'iton'E  'mother'),  took 
the  trouble  to  go  up  to  I^iidon  to  see  them  settled. 
It  appears  that  there  was  a  little  family  council  ohi 
the    occasion,    and    John     Paston's    two    broiher^j 
William   and   Clement,    together   with    his   son   St 
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John,  were  also  present."  What  kind  of  arrange- 
ment tlicy  all  succeeded  in  making  we  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining ;  but  ihc  next  occasion  of 
trouble  to  John  Paston  was  not  given  by  Vclvcrton 
and  Jenney. 

The  first  indications  of  it  appear  in  a  letter  of 
Margaiet  Paston  to  her  husband,  wn'Ufn  on  the  8lh 
April  14(15,  by  which  we  fintl  that  the 
IJiike  of  SuffoU  had  now  set  up  a  claim 
to  Sir  John  Kaslolfs  manor  of  l)ra.yli»n, 
abi>ut  four  mites  north-west  of  Norwich. 
Margaret  had  also  heard  that  he  had  bought  u\)  the 
rights  of  a  person  named  LSrylyeff  or  iirj'ghtylhed, 
who  laid  claim  to  the  neighbouring  manor  of  Helles- 
don,  a  litilt:  nearer  the  city,  and  that  he  intended  to 
take  possession  after  Easier."  The  claim  appears 
to  have  been  very  ill  founded,  and  the  tenants,  all 
but  one  or  two,  were  favourable  to  PasLon.'  Never- 
theless Philip  Lipyate,  the  duke's  baiJilT,  beyan  taking 
distresses,  and  carried  off  the  horses  of  one  Dorlet 
as  he  was  about  to  yoke  them  to  his  plough.  Hut 
Margaret  I'aslon,  who  had  been  sLiying  at  Caister, 
after  waiting  till  her  son  Sir  John  could  come  lo  her, 
and  leaving  him  to  keep  the  castld,  went  over  to 
Hellciidon  to  collect  the  rents  for  her  husband,  and 
put  a  stop,  if  possible,  to  ihe  proceedings  of  the 
duke's  officers.  She  soon  began  to  feel  that  there 
vi~3s  tnoru  need  of  a  captain  like  her  son  Sir  John  at 
Hellesdon  than  at  Cai.ster.  One  single  tenant  named 
Pieis  Warin  gave  her  servants  a  little  trouble,  and 
they  took  from  hini  two  mares  as  security  for  the 
rent.  VVaiin  midL'  his  complaint  to  Philip  Lipyate 
arjd  the  duke's  bailiff  of  Cossey,  who  came  with  n 
tKxly  of  cightscore  men  in  armour,  and  took  away 
the  plough-horses  of  the  parson  and  another  tenant, 
intimating  that  the  beafiU;  shonid  not  be  restored 
unlfss  their  owners  would  appear  and  give  answer  to 
certain  matters  at  Drayton  on  the  Tuesday  following. 
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The  dulie's  men  further  threatened  that  if  Paston's 
servants  ventured  lo  take  any  further  distresses  in 
Draj-lon,  even  if  it  were  but  of  the  value  of  a  hen, 
ihey  would  take  the  value  of  an  ox  in  HeLlesdon.' 

Juhn  Paston,  lliougli  not  at  ihia  lime  In  confine- 
ment, siiems  lo  have  been  unable  to  leave  London. 
But  it  was  impossible  thai  he  could  undcrestiiuAte 
the  danger  in  which  his  properly  stood  from  the 
pretensions  of  such  a  formidahle  neighbouf  as  the 
L)uke  of  SulTolk.  The  letters  written  to  him  at  this 
period  by  his  wife  arc  annotated  all  down  the  margin 
with  very  lirief  rough  jottings  in  his  own  handwriting, 
for  the  most  part  only  calling  attention  to  the  subjects 
lauchfd  upon  in  the  lellu-r,  but  occasionally  ini^cat- 
ing  what  he  was  about  to  say  in  his  reply.  He 
expressed,  indeed,  no  great  respect  for  the  big  thre&ts 
of  Suffolk's  orficers  about  taking  the  value  of  an  ax 
for  that  of  a  hen,  which  he  characterised  in  the 
ntargin  by  the  simple  monosyJLabie  '  crack " ;  but  be 
noted,  in  the  brief  words  'Periculum  Heylesdon,' 
the  fact  that  thi;re  was  real  cause  for  anxiety  lest  ibe 
duke,  who  had  already  occupied  Drayton,  ahoul^H 
drive  him  out  of  Hellesdon  as  well.-  ^H 

The  Bishop  of  Norwich  had  been  appealed  lo,  as 
chief  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  to  uae  his 
influence  with  the  Duke  of  Suffolk's  officers,  and 
especially  with  Philip  Lipyate,  who  was  a  priest,  and 
subject  to  his  juriidiciion,  to  bring  the  dispute  to  a 
peaceful  settlement.  But  John  Paston  prohaWy 
trusted  more  to  ihe  fact  that  he  had  men  of  his  own 
ready  to  repel  force  by  force.  The  parishes  of  Helles- 
don  and  Drayton  are  situated  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  river  Wensum,  partly  on  a  low  ridge  whie 
slopes  downwards  towards  the  stream.  Opposite 
Drayton,  on  the  other  side  oflhc  river,  lay  the 
of  Suffolk's  mansion  of  Cossey,''  from  which,  at  any 
lime  that  was   thought  advisable,    an   armed   band 
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tXMild  be  sent  along  with  a  distraining  officer  to  assert 
the  duke's  alleged  rights  over  Che  tenants.     It  was 
really  a  case  of  two  hostile  camps  kc^cpiiig  watch 
upon  each  other,  and  each  of  iheni  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  iht;  other's  weakness.    Not  that  either  of 
them  pretended  to  be  abovi;  the  law,  but  the  duke 
and  Paston  each  claimed  to  be  Ltwrul  owner  of  the 
lordships  of  Hellesdon  and  Drayton,  and,  until  any 
legKl  settlemunL  eould   be  come  to,  each   was   well 
avrare  of  the  iTn|)ortance  of  maintaining  his  claim  by 
corresponding  acts.    If  the  duke  could  levy  a  distress, 
so   could    Paston.       His   ofljccrs   made    aii    inroad, 
undeterred  by  the  menaces  of  the  duke's  men,  into 
Urayton,  took  77  neat,  and  brought  them  home  to 
Huliesdon.      The   tenants   followed,   petitioning   to 
have  their  cattle  back  again,   but  Margaret  Paston 
told  them  they  must  first  pay  such  duties  as  they 
owed  to  her  husband,  or  find  sccui-ity  to  pay  at  such 
a  day  as  she  could  agree  to.     An  officer  of  the  duke 
nunned  Harleston  was  at  Norwich,  and  told  them  lliat 
if  they  either  paid  or  gave  such  surety  they  should 
be  put  out  of  their  holdings.     Harleston  had  a  con- 
ference with   Margaret   Paston  in   the  evening,   but 
she  refused  to  redeliver  the  distress  on  any  other 
terms  than  those  she  had  already  intimated.     This 
was  on  a  Saturday  evening.     On  Monday  following 
a   replevin   was   served    upon   her   in    the  name  of 
Harleston,   who  was  undcr-stcward  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster,  on  the  ground  that  (he  cattle  had  been 
taket)  within  the  fee  of  the  duchy.    Margaret  refused 
to  deliver  tbem   until  she  had  ascertained  whether 
this  was  actually  the  case,  and  on  inquiry  she  found 
that  it  was   not  so.     The   beasts  were  accordingly 
still    detained   in    Hellesdon  pin-fold,  and   I'ynche- 
more,  the  officer  who  had  brought  the  replevin,  was 
obliged  to  return  to  his  master-     JJut  in  the  after- 
noon he  came  again  with  a  replevin  under  the  seal 
of   the  sheriff  of  Norfolk,  which  it  was  impossible 
kwfully  to  disobey.     5o  the  beasts  were  at  last 
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taken  out  of  the  pin-fold  and  redelivered  to  tl 
tenants. ' 

This  sort  of  quofi-it^^al  warfare  continued  i 
weeks  and  for  monilis,  j\t  one  lime  there  would 
a  lull  ;  but  again  it  was  reported  that  the  djke 
men  were  busier.  The  iluke  himself  was  coming  to 
Cossey,  and  his  servants  boaslcd  openly  that  hi^m 
wdiild  have  Drayton  in  peace  and  then  Helle&doru^f 
And  not  very  lony  .-LftLr  the  duke  did  come  to 
Norfolk,  raising  people  on  his  way  both  in  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,— for  an  allack,  as  every  one  knew,  on 
Paslon's  slrongho'ld  at  Hellesdon,  which  was  now_ 
placed  in  Ihe  keepiiij^  of  his  son  Sir  John.* 

On  Monday  the  8th  July,  Philip  IJpyate  and  it 
bfiiliff  of  Cossey,  with  about  350  rilen,  cAnle  before 
Ilellesdon,  but,  finding  Sir  John  Paslon  quite  jire- 
parcd  for  Ihem,  professed  they  had  no  intention  of 
Aiumnimt  attempting  lo  force  an  entry.  For  Sir 
nKn"ii'*  John  had  a  garrison  of  60  men  within 
Hciiciiion.  the  place,  and  such  a  quantity  of  gut 
and  ordnance  that  the  assailants  would  Certainl 
have  had  the  worst  of  it.  Lipyate  and  the  bailtJ 
however,  informed  Sir  John  that  they  had  a  warrar 
to  altaeh  J<-j!in  Dauheney,  \Vyke5,  Jtichard  CaJlc, 
and  some  others.  Sir  John  replied  nhat  they  were_ 
not  within,  and  if  they  had  been  he  would  not  hai 
delivered  them.  Afterwards  it  was  mutually  ayrec 
that  llic  Duke  of  Suffolk  should  dismiss  his  men  ar 
Sir  John  P.iston  should  do  the  same.  But  this  onlj 
transferred  the  scene  of  action  to  Norwich,  where 
Richard  Calle  was  attacked  by  twelve  men  in  tht^H 
streets  and  only  rescued  by  the  shenIT:  nor  did  tM^| 
escape  without  die  pleasant  assurance  that  if  he  werC 
cauglit  another  time  he  would  he  put  to  dealli,  so 
that  he  did  not  dare  ride  out  without  ,^n  escon. 
l.Jaubeney  and  Wykes  were  in  a  similar  slate  of 
apprehension,  and  to  crown  all,  it  was  said  iha 
was  to  be  a  special  commisBion  lo  inquire  o 
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in  which  tht  IJukc  of  Suffolk  and  Velverton  would 
be  commissioners.  If  so,  evory  man  thai  lud  t^kcn 
Paslon's  jurt  was  pretty  ^urc  of  being  hanged.' 

Sir  John  Paston,  however,  acquired  great  credit 
for  having  witlistood  5«  numerous  a  force  as  Lipyate 
and  the  bailiff  of  Cossey  had  brought  against  him. 
It  will  lie  readily  iinderEtood  that  his  position  must 
have  bt'en  a  strong  One.  He  and  his  mother  were 
then  living  at  a  mansion  m  Hellesdon,  which  pro- 
bably stood  on  comparatively  low  ground  near  the 
river.-     But  on  the  brow  of  iht  hill,  nearer  Drayton, 

IDod  a  quadrangular  fortress  of  which  the  ruins  still 

list,  known   at   this  d.Ty  by  the  name  of  l>rayton 
udge.     This  lodge  lay  within  whal  was  then  called 
Hellesdon  Warren,  and  commanded  the  entrance  to 

le  property.      From   its  elevated   position  it  must 

Bve  been  peculiarly  difficult  to  attack-  'I'he  Country 
kround  was  open  heath,  and  the  approach  of  an 
eoL-my  could  hi?  descried  distinctly  in  the  distance. 
Krom  the  maiHsion  belyw,  whtrt  he  had  qusrlercd 
his  garrison  of  60  men,  he  could  doubtless  bring  up 

ilh  ease  at  any  time  as  many  as  seemed  necessary 
the  defence  of  the  lodge;"''  while  from  the  battle- 
ments of  the  lodge  a  heavy  fire  could  be  opened  on 

[ie  advancing  foe.* 
Living  within  a  housc  that  was  threatenfd  with 

Sgc,  Margaret  Paston,  al  this  juncture,  seems  to 
have  taken  an  [tctive  part  along  with  her  son  in  the 
preparations  for  defence.  Her  hosband  fl1  London 
writes  to  her  as  a  commander-in-chief  might  do  in 
■governor  of  a  besieged  fort: — 'In  good  faith  ye 
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*  Ai  HollirsJan  North  Hall,  ihs  [ihiptfty  of  Mr.  J  H.  Guincv,  ulil 
r-iiinHl4ti\in«  Imvi;  Lc:.;n  vci.^-nUy  aU(.jV\:r«<.l,  vhich  arc  in  all  I'rubabillt)' 
ihour  af  Jchn  Pibilun'?.  llQLi^P,  The  piocd  It  about  4(i&  yatil.^  from  llcllei- 
duri  Cliu<cl^t 

*  Onr  Jay  in  ihebeEinnine  iifM.vy  as  niany  tti  litiy  men  wen  placeil  Tn 
the  l<l.i(;t  !««lf,  nnA  l(Cp(  ijlcrr  all  day.  At  lliat  time  an  atlaclL  »QS  cun- 
tj'(hU3My  Eitii^cliril,  Ijul  atuc  more  ih^in  ttiiccn  or  [wcncy  pc]:M>ri&  i:^uld  ^Ttcp 
in  llie  l.uiiamg.     ytc  N'o.  60a,  ^l  p.  '86  (Vol.  il.). 

*  'TheTuined  IakIei^  at  Uruyliia' is  IllcsuhJECI  of  an  imeieilinc  [niicr 
by  lb-:  \Mk  Mr.  Hi^riTj'  Hai»i».t  lu  the  Nor/ilk  A mht^ali^gy^  "Vnl.  ii  p.  j6l. 
Tlicrc  oie  lU)  rcTiiiiin>  of  bnillrinciils  nov,  but  nimt  pfubd'blir  Uiry  iince 
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acquit  you  right  well  and  discreetly,  and  heartily  to  j 
your  worship  and  minL-,  aiiJ  to  the  sha.me  of  your 
adversaries :  and  I  ain  well  content  that  ye  avowed 
that  ye  kept  possession  at  Drayton  and  so  would  do." 
But  the  task  imposed  upon  her  had  irupoired  her 
health  ;  and  John  Paston,  though  Tor  some  potent 
reasons  he  was  not  able  even  now  to  come  to  her 
aid,  was  anxious  to  give  her  every  comfort  and 
encouragement  in  his  power.  '  TaVe  what  may  do 
you  ease  ;uid  spare  not,'  he  says  in  the  same  ktteri 
'  and  in  any  wise  take  no  thought  nor  too  much 
kibour  for  these  matters,  nor  set  it  not  so  to  youc 
heart  that  ye  fare  the  worse  for  it.  And  as  for  the 
matter,  so  they  overcame  you  not  with  force  ob 
boasting,  I  shall  havu  the  manor  aurelici  to  oie  and 
mine  than  the  duke  shall  have  Cossey,  doubt  ye 
not.'  In  fact,  if  it  were  a  question  of  law,  John 
Paston''s  title  seems  to  have  been  greatly  superior  to 
any  that  could  possibly  have  been  advanced  by  the 
duke :  in  proof  of  which  he  points  out  a  few  facts 
which  he  tells  his  wife  she  may  if  she  think  proper 
lay  before  the  Bishop  of  Nonvich.  The  manor  of 
Drayton  had  belonged  to  a  merchant  of  London 
called  John  Hellesdon,  long  before  any  of  the  De  1ft 
Poles  held  land  in  Norfolk  or  Suffolk.  It  had 
descended  to  his  daughter  Alice,  and  John  Paston 
was  able  to  show  his  title  to  her  property.  On  the 
other  hand  he  traced  the  pedigree  of  the  Duke  o( 
Suffolk  from  'one  William  Poole  of  Hull,  which  was 
a.  worshipful  man  grown  by  fortune  of  the  world,' 
and  whose  son  Michael,  the  first  Earl  of  Suffolk,  had 
been  so  created  by  King  Richard  ti.  since  Paston's 
father  was  born  ;  and  if  any  of  their  lineage  held  the 
manor  of  Drayton  he  would  lose  jCtoo,  if  the  duke 
would  b-e  bound  in  as  much  to  prove  the  contrary". 
But  the  duke  must  not  expect  him  to  show  his  title 
to  one  who  tritd  to  oust  him  by  violence.  On  this 
point  John  Paston  was  resolute.  '  Let  my  lord  of 
Norwich  wit  that  it  is  not  proBtable,  not  the  common 
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weal  of  gentlemen,  that  iiny  gentleman  should  be 
compelled  by  an.  cnity  of  a  lotd  tt>  show  his  irvidcuce 
or  title  to  his  land,  nor  I  will  not  begin  that  example 
ne  ihraJdoQi,  of  gentlemen  nor  of  other.  It  is  good 
&  lord  take  sad  counsel  ere  he  beyin  any  such 
matter.'' 

It  might  have  been  supposed  thai  after  the  duke's 
attempt  un  HeUesdon,  nothing  but  iiiifiediments  of 
the  most  serious  kind  would  have  prevenred  John 
Paston  from  goin"  down  to  Norfolk  to  take  charge 
of  his  own  interesls  arid  relieve  his  wife's  aii.\icty. 
But  it  appears  that  he  hardly  cTipectcd  to  be  able  to 
leave  London,  and  in  the  same  lettur  from  which  we 
have  just  been  tiuoting  he  desires  that  if  be  be  not 
home  within  three  weeks  his  wife  will  come  to  hiir. 
(q  that  case  she  is,  before  leaving,  lo  put  everything 
under  proper  fuie  both  at  Caister  and  Hellesdoti,  'if 
the  war  hoid'  The  state  of  matters  between  him 
and  Suffolk  was  such  as  could  only  be  spoken  of  as 
A  state  of  war,  even  hy  plain  matlei-or-fact  John 
Paston.  And  if  the  enemy  offered  peace  his  wife 
was  to  send  him  word. 

What  could  have  been  the  obstacle  that  prevetited 
John  Paston   leaving  London?     It  appears  for  one 
thing  that  he  was  at  this  time  called  upon  to  undergo 
an  exarnination  before  the  spiritual  court  of  Canter- 
bury, in  defence  of  his  claim  to  be  Sir  John  Fastolf's 
executor.      This   alone   was,    perhaps,   sufficient   to 
detain  him,  for  it  was  a  thing  on  u'hich  his  tnost 
important    interests    depended.      But    it    may    be 
questioned   whether   additional    obstacles   were   not 
naised  up  for  him  expressly  by  the  malice  of  his 
enemies:  for  it  was  certainly  not  many   ;„],„ p^n^ 
weeks   after    his   first   examination    ihat   imjiii^uTiHja 
John    Paston    again    found    himself    a   '■'■-''!"'- 
prisoner  in  the  Fleui,  and  within  the  walls  of  that 
prison  bis  further  depositions  were  taken.' 

It  was  the  malicious  ingenuity  of  Judge  Velverton 
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that  lia.t  devised  the  means  to  inflici  upon  him  this  I 
new  incaroetaiion.  And  th«  means  employed  wcrc'i 
siich  as  lo  niak>e  captivity  doubly  painful  and 
humiliating.  The  king's  clandestine  marriage  lo 
Elizabeth  Woodviilc  had  taken  place  in  May  of  the 
preceding  year.  At  Micliaelmas  It  was  openly 
avowed;  and  if  it  displeased,  as  no  doulit  it  did, 
Warwiclt  and  the  old  nohilily,  even  from  Ihe  Grst,  it 
informed  a  wholu  world  of  time-servers  and  place- 
hunters  that  there  was  a  new  avenue  to  fortune  in 
securing  the  favour  of  the  Woodvilk-s.  Already 
Rivers  had  been  created  Lord  Treasurer  and 
advanced  to  the  dignity  of  an  earldom.  Already 
marriages  had  been  i5nlde  for  the  Queen's  ttrothers 
and  sisters,  which  were  evidently  provocative  of 
envy,  jealousy,  and  indignation,'  The  king's  liber- 
ality towards  his  new  relations  was  unbounded, 
and  sycophants  were  not  wanting  to  suggest  to  him 
how  lie  might  gratify  their  cupidity,  sometimes  at 
the  expense  of  others  than  hirnsdlf,  Sir  William 
Yelverlon,  accordingly,  contrived  to  whisper  in  the 
royal  ear  that  the  king  might  fairly  dispone  of 
some  fine  property  in  NoffolW  and  Suffolk  ;  for 
John  I'aston,  who  claimed  to  l)C  the  owner,  was 
come  of  servile  Wood,  and  was  really  the  king's 
bondman,- 

The  reader  will  doubtless  remember  the  curious 
paper'  in  which  it  is  set  forth  that  the  grandfather 
and  father  of  John  Paston  had  held  lands  in  tlie 
village  of  I'aslon,  by  servile  tenures,  and  that  John 
Paston  liimself,  without  having  any  manor  place,  was 
endeavouring  to  '  make  himself  a  lordship  there,"  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  duchy  of  Ijancaster.  There  can 
be  little  doubl  that  this  sLalemeiU  was  drawn  up  in 
the  year  1465  and  that  itHauthor  was  Judge  YeKtrton. 
He  had  been  at  this  time  endeavouring  lo  iitgratlsic 
himself  with  Anthony  Woodvllle,   Lord  Scales,  the 
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queen's  brother,  and  it  was  in  the  interest  of  that 
nobleman  that  he  made  this  allempt  to  l^,,,  5,^. 
asperse  the  lineage  of  the  I'aslons,  For  weis  «o  cbtaio 
Lord  Scales  had  iiegun  to  cast  covetous  *^'""' 
eyes  on  the  magnificent  castle  at  Caister;  and  if  it 
were  but  satisfactorily  shown  that  John  Pastnn  was 
disqualified  from  possessing  it,  no  doubt  the  king, 
his  brother-in-law,  would  be  only  too  willing  to  grant 
it  to  himself.  The  case  was  already  prejudged; 
Cststcr  and  the  lordship  of  Cotton  as  well  were  his 
by  anticipalionj  and  some  lime  before  Paslon  was 
committed  to  prison  it  was  known  that  Lord  Scales 
roeont  to  ride  down  into  Norfolk  and  oust  him  from 
his  property.  1 

Although  Johrj  I'aslon  was  thus  unable  10  go 
home,  as  he  wished  to  do,  neither  was  Margaret 
Paston  able  for  some  time  to  go  up  and  see  him  in 
London,  as  he  had  desired  her.  Wykes,  who  had 
promised  to  keep  possession  of  the  place  at  Heliesdon 
in  her  absence,  did  not  go  down  into  Norfolk  so 
soon  as  he  had  int^ended,  but  n-mained  in  London 
taking  care  of  Paston's  interests  in  Etnother  fashion 
in  conferences  with  Ncvill,  Archbishop  of  York,  at 
that  lime  Lord  Chancellor.  Perhaps  already  the 
influence  of  Aiclitiishcip  Nevill,  like  that  of  his 
brother  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  had  begun  to  decline, 
and  Wyfces  was  really  wasting  his  labour  in  com- 
plaining 10  Ms  lordship  of  the  riotous  attempt  made 
by  the  Duke  of  Suffolk's  men  at  Hellesdon.  There 
was  but  one  pretext  on  which  the  outrage  could  be 
justified, — a  matter  concerning  the  payment  of 
loo  marks,  but  the  money  had  been  paid  long  ago. 
His  lordship  however  durst  swear  the  Duchess  of 
Suffolk  had  no  knowledge  of  it ;  and  with  that  he 
left  town,  promising  an  answer  when  he  came  back 
next  Tuesday." 

But   Mai^aret  Paston,  though  she  could   not  yet 
come  up  to  London,  did  not  spend  the  time  at  home 
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unprofitably.  The  judges  iiad  come  down  to  Nonrich 
on.  theit  circuit,  when  Margaret  endeavouied  to 
secure  the  advantage  she  had  already  gained  in 
keeping  possession  at  Drayton  by  getting  a  manor 
court  held  there  in  her  husband's  name.  Bui  to  do 
this  she  required  (he  services  *>f  one  or  more  failhfui 
dependants  who  did  not  mind  incurring  a  little 
personal  risk  in  the  interest  of  John  Piston.  Not 
many,  certainly,  were  disposed  to  und<;rtake  the  task, 
John  Paston  had  written  to  hb  wife  to  have  a  body 
of  men  to  escort  the  officer  that  would  keep  the 
court  for  him.  But  upon  consultation  it  w»s  thought 
better  to  keep  all  the  men  they  could  in  reserve,  &£ 
the  duke's  officers  had  no  less  than  500  men  ready 
to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  force  an 
entry  Into  Hellesdon. 

Thomas  Bond  and  an  attached  and  confidential 
priest  named  Sir  James  Gloys  were  advcnmrous 
AiMiDpi  of  enough  to  go  to  Drayton  alone  for  the 
MarBiu«<  purpose  of  holding  a  court  on  Lammas 
r^r.^'""''^  Day.  They  found,  as  might  have  been 
Dmyton.  expeclcd,  that  officere  of  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk  were  there  before  them.  Harleston,  along 
with  Philip  Lipyate,  the  parson  of  Salle,  and  William 
Yelverton,  a  grandson  of  the  judge,  who  was  to  sit 
as  steward,  were  in  the  courtyard  of  the  manor, 
prepared  to  hold  the  court  in  the  Duke  of  Suffolk's 
name.  They  were  accompanied  by  about  silly 
persons  or  more,  besides  the  tenants  of  l5raytoo, 
some  having  rusty  poleaxes  and  bills  to  enforce 
respect  for  the  duke's  authority.  In  the  face  of  this 
array,  however,  Bond  and  Gloys  announced  thai 
they  came  to  keep  the  court  in  the  name  of  John 
Paston ;  on  which  the  former  was  immediately 
delivered  into  Che  custody  of  William  Ducket,  a. 
new  bailifF  of  Drayton  appointed  by  the  duke,  and 
was  carried  off  to  Cossey,  his  arms  bound  behind 
him  with  whipcord  like  a  thief.  But  Margaret  Paston 
spoke  with  the  judges  next  morning  before  they  went 
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to  the  shirehouse,  in  presence  of  the  bailiif  of  Cossey 
and  the  whole  of  the  duke's  council ;  and  the  judges 
calling  the  bailiff  before  them,  gave  him  a  severe 
reproof,  and   sent  llie  sheiiff  to  see  what  company 
had  been  mustered  at  Urayion.    The  shenff  rode 
first    to   Hellesdon,  and  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  the  demeanour  of  PasLon's  men  there.     When 
he  came  to  Drayton,  the  bands  of  Suffolk's  retainers 
had  disappeared.     He  demanded  that  Thomas  Bond 
should  be  deUvered  lo  him,  and  was  told  that  he  had 
been  sent  to  the  Dttke  of  Suffolk  ;  hue  he  wag  after- 
wards delivered  lo  him  at  Norwich,  with  a  request 
thai  he  should  not  be  set  at  liberty  without  a  fine, 
AS   he  had  troubled   the  king's  !eet.      The  judges, 
however,  on  being  informed  of  the  real  state  of  the 
case,  commanded  him  to  be  sei  at  liberly,  and  pro- 
nounced a  very  strong  censure  on  the  conduct  of 
Suffolk's  officers.' 

As  for  the  manors  of  Caister  and  Cotton,  it  does 
not  appefir  that  Lord  Scales  ever  carried  out  his 
intention  so  far  as  tlie  latter  was  concerned  ;  nor  had 
he  taken  possession  even  of  ihe  former  some  time 
after  John  Paston  was  committed  to  the  Fleet.  That 
occurrence  must  have  taken  place  about  the  middle 
of  the  month  of  August.'  and  towards  the  end  of 
September  wc  have  tL-xidence  that  Sir  John  Paston 
was  in  Caister  Castle  keeping  possession  for  his 
father."  But  the  Pasion  family  had  been  warned  of 
the  danger,  and  we  may  be  well  assured  that  they 
did  not  neglecl  the  warning  in  either  case.  Indeed, 
the  question  how  to  make  matters  secure  at  Ciiister 
$eem<i  to  have  been  the  principal  difficulty  that 
caused  Margaret  to  delay  her  journey  up  to  London. 
As  to  Cotton,  wc  shall  see  ere  long  that  very  effectual 
means  were  taken  to  secure  possession  there. 

■  ino.  nt. 
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It  nouid  appear  that  when  Margaret  knew 
husband  was  in  prison  she  determined  lo  delay  no 
longer,  bm  to  visit  him  in  London  at  all 
p!^IS"'^'»u  costs.  Early  in  September  she  had 
heihvMBhand  already  gone  to  him,  and  her  son,  John 
.Bi.™™.  paisioft  the  youngest,  wrote  to  her  from 
Norwich  on  the  i4lh,  advising  her,  among  other 
things,  to  visit  the  Kood  of  North-door  (a  cross 
beside  St  Payl's  Cathedral),  and  St,  Saviour's  at 
Bermondsey,  during  her  stay  in  the  capital.  "  And 
let  my  sister  Mattery,'  he  suggests,  'go  with  you,  to 
pray  to  them  that  she  may  have  A  good  husband  or 
she  come  home  again.'  It  is  difficult  to  tell  whether 
this  means  devotion  or  sightseeing,  jest  or  earnest. 
The  young  iTian  hftd  already  seen  a  good  deal  ot  life, 
and  was  familiar  with  the  principal  attractions  of  the 
great  city,  lo  which  in  all  probability  his  mother  was 
as  great  a  stranger  as  His  young  sistei.  Even  the 
dame  who  had  the  care  of  his  father's  apartments  in 
the  prison  was  not  unknown  apparently  to  John 
Paston  the  youngest,  '  And  the  Holy  Trinity,'  he 
writes,  'have  you  in  keeping,  and  my  fair  Mistiess  of 
the  Fleet.' 

John  Paston  the  fathei'  does  not  seem  lo  ha.ve 
been  very  uncomfortable  in  prison.  He  made  friends 
in  the  place  of  his  confinement,  and  among  other 
persons  became  acquainted  with  Henry  Lord  Percy, 
son  of  the  attainted  Earl  of  Northumberland,  who 
was  afterwards  restored  by  King  Edward  to  his 
father's  earldom.  His  spirits,  indeed,  if  we  may 
judge  from  his  correspondence,  were  at  this  time 
particularly  buoyant ;  for  after  his  wife  had  taken 
leave  of  him  to  return  homeward  he  wrote  her  a 
letter  the  laHer  half  of  which  was  composed  of 
doggerel  rhyme,  jesting  about  having  robbed  her 
portmanteau,  and  referring  her  for  redress  to  Richard 
Calle,  whose  ears  he  bade  her  nail  to  the  post  if  he 
did  not  pay  her  the  value.  In  none  of  his  pre«ous 
correspondence  does  he  indulge  in  verse  or  betray 
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anything  of  thi«  rollicking  humour  The  only  subject 
on  which  he  £ven  insinuates  a  complaint  is  the 
weather,  which  seems  lo  have  been  unnaturally  cold 
for  September.  He  speaks  of  it  satirically  as  '  this 
cold  winter,'  and  vrishes  his  wife  to  send  him  some 
worsted  for  doublets  in  which  to  protect  himself 
from  the  severity  of  the  season.  Bui  even  in  this 
we  can  tell  that  he  is  jesting,  for  he  explains  him- 
self thai  he  wishes  to  have  a  doublet  entirely  com- 
posed of  the  wool  manufactured  at  Worsted,  for 
the  credit  of  his  native  county.  And  so  lai  is  he 
from  wishing  it  for  the  sake  of  warmth,  ihat  he  par- 
ticularly desires  to  procure  a  fine  quality  of  worsted 
•almost  like  silk,'  of  whith  William  Paston's  tippel 
was  composed.' 

On  her  way  back  to  Norfolk,  Margaret  Paston 
entered  the  manor  of  Cott&n  s-od  remaJned  in  it  for 
three  days-  She  had  sent  a  message  to  Marg-r^ 
her  son  John  Paston  The  youngest  at  Kasion  eni«n 
Heliesdon  to  com&  and  meet  her  there,'  '^*'"""' 
and  he  came  along  with  Wykes  and  twelve  others, 
whom  she  had  left  at  her  departure  to  keep  posses- 
sion and  collect  the  tcntS-  It  was  within  a  week  of 
Michaelmas  Day,  when  rents  fell  due.  As  yet  Lord 
Scaies  had  made  no  attempt  to  seize  upon  this 
property-  Sir  Gilbert  l>ebenhann  had  occupied  the 
manor  for  some  years  undisturbed,  and  he  was 
doubtless  considerably  taken  by  surprise  when  he 
found  that  a  lady  on  lier  way  h<^me  froUl  London 
had  entered  and  taken  possession  in  the  name  of 
John  Paston.  But  when  he  heard  that  young  John 
Paston  was  gaihiering  money  of  the  tenants,  he  raised 

■Ka.su. 

>  See  No.  Stl.  ThetiMiliBg  of  thii  letter  Ucertaiiily  wtong.  rJei:eived 
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veialure.  I  Mtrnhuted  Ihe  Icllii  tt>  Sic  John  P.ivtoii.  Him  MnrE>rel 
P"a(«i  eiprnlr  i»y«  it  wn»  John  PjuttPii  ibe  vfliinB'^''  wbom  iJk;  Itft  ri 
Cottoa  [Ncf.  U9).and  ibis  Itiiri  nku^t  thfrrfofe  D^ive  been  VhrL^iEen  liy  bim. 
Bf4i(fc4i  tb*  wiii^r  Jiimtclf  meiitBi>h&  Ibai  tbe  di^pui^  with  Debcchiirti  was 
rrftrrril  to  thf  Divikc  or  Notfolk  lo  avoid  ihe  «anJjl  of  a  umircl  Atfiufin 
iBU  g/  kn  Mifii,  Ii  wTLV  iiD(  f^ir  John  Ponton,  but  bit  tirolber,  that  wa»  m 
■he  Dukt  at  NorTalli'i  ictvitc 
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a  body  oC  300  men  to  expel  the  intruder.  Voung 
John  Pastoo  was  expecting  reinforcements  to  his 
little  Ibaiid  from  Caister  or  elsewhere,  but  ihey 
did  not  come;  so  that  his  position  nould  h&ve  been 
a  crilical  one  had  not  some  one  been  his  friend  in 
the  household  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Sir  Gilbert 
was  the  duke's  steward)  and  John  Paston  the  youngest 
was  still  in  the  duke's  service.  A  yeoman  of  his 
lordship's  chamber  represented  to  that  nobletnan 
that  there  was  imminent  risk  of  a  quarrel  between 
two  of  his  men,  which  would  be  a  great  '  disnrorship ' 
to  his  grace.  The  duke  sent  for  the  two  iinaiedia.tely 
to  attend  upon  him  at  Framlingham  Castle,  and 
proposed  to  iheni  terms  of  comptoniisi:  until  the 
matter  could  be  thoroughly  investigated.  Hedesired 
that  neither  party  should  muster  men.  thai  the  court 
should  be  'continued' — thai  is  to  say,  adjourned 
— till  he  himself  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  both  with  John  Paston  the  father  and  On 
the  other  side  with  Yelvertoii  and  Jenney,  who  had 
conveyed  to  Debenham  the  tide  on  which  he  founded 
his  claim  to  the  manor.  Meanwhile  he  proposed 
thai  the  place  should  be  Ve\H  by  some  indifferent 
person  to  be  chosen  by  both  parties. 

To  these  terms  John  Paston  the  youngest  would 
not  assent  without  consuliiug  his  mother,  who  had 
again  come  over  from  Norwich,  or  perhaps  from 
Caister,  to  see  how  matters  went.  But  after  a 
conference,  they  sent  an  answer  to  the  duke, 
declaring  that  they  could  not  give  up  possession 
of  the  place,  but  out  of  their  anxiety  for  peace,  and 
to  satisfy  his  lordship,  they  were  willing  to  desist 
meanwhile  from  collecting  rents,  if  the  opposite  party 
would  engage  not  to  distrain  or  keep  (courts  ther« 
either.  To  this  compromise  Sir  Gilbert  said  that  he 
agreed,  provided  it  met  with  the  approval  of  Velvcrlon 
and  Jenney  )  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  was 
going  up  to  London  in  anticipation  of  his  birthday 
when  he  attained  his  majority,  left  all  the  sooner  in 
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the   bope  of  bringiog  this    cnatter   to  a   favourable 
settlement.' 

Thus  far,  at  least,  tbe  entry  into  Cotton  had  been 
a  distinct  success.  The  compromise  was  greatly  in 
favour  of  the  Fastens,  for  an  appeal  to  force  would 
almost  certainly  have  gone  againiit  them,  and,  though 
they  engaged  for  the  time  to  abstain  fiom  taking 
more  money  of  the  tenants,  they  had  already  suc- 
ceeded in  coUecLing  alinost  all  that  they  expected 
to  receive  for  Michaelmas  term.^  So  Margaret 
Paston  on  her  return  to  Norfolk,  and  her  son,  when 
be  was  summoned  to  London  shortly  afterwards,  to 
attend  the  duJte  on  his  coming  of  age,*  may  each 
have  left  Cotton  with  feelinjjs  akin  to  triumph. 
But  scarcely  had  the  former  returned  to  Norwich 
when  she  discovered  to  her  dismay  that  her  clever 
mani(BuiTe  Jn  SufTolIt  had  left  the  family  interests 
insutBcienlly  protected  elsewhere.  The  Duke  of 
SuflTolilc  had  not  only  a  great  number  of  men  at  Cossey, 
but  he  had  a  powerful  friend  within  the  city  of 
Norwich.  Thomas  Elys,  the  new  mayor,  was  sO 
flagrantly  partial,  that  he  had  said  at  Drayton  he 
would  supply  my  lord  of  Suffolk  with  a  hundred  men 
whenever  he  should  require  them,  and  if  any  men  of 
the  city  went  to  Pastun  he  would  lay  ihcm  fast  in 
prison.''  Hellesdon,  unfortunately,  lay  midway  be- 
tween Cobsey  and  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  as  it  was 
not  now  assize  time  there  was  practically  no  control 
over  such  magnates  as  the  fJuke  of  Suffolk  and  the 
mayor.  So,  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  15th 
October,  one  Bottisforth,  who  was  baihff  for  the  duke 
at  Eye,  came  to  Hellesdon,  arrested  four  of  John 
Pft£ton's  servants,  and  carried  them  off  to  Cossey 
without  a  warrant  from  any  justice  of  the  peace, 
His  intention,  he  said,  was  to  convey  them  to  Eye 
prison  along  mth  as  many  mor«  of  PasCon's  adherents 
us  he  could  lay  his  hands  on.     That  same  day  the 
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dafce  came  to  Norwich  with  a  retinue  of  500  men. 
He  sent  for  the  mayor  and  aldermen  with  the 
sheriffs,  and  desired  them  in  the  king's  name  to  make 
tnquiry  of  the  constables  in  every  ward  in  the  city 
what  men  had  taken  part  with  Paston  in  recent 
gatherings.  Any  such  persons  he  requested  that  they 
woutd  arrest  and  punish,  and  send  their  names  to 
him  by  eijghl  o'clock  on  the  following  day.  On  lliis 
the  mayor  arrested  one  Robert  Lovcgold,  brasier, 
and  threatened  him  that  he  should  be  hanged,  though 
he  had  only  been  with  Margaret  Paston  at  Lammas, 
when  she  was  menaced  hy  the  companies  of  Harleston 
and  the  bailiff  of  Cossey.*  , 

Scarcely  one  of  Paston's  servants  now  durst  openly 
show  himself  abroad,  ajid,  the  duke  having  the  city- 
AituJi  on  at  his  command,  his  followers  made,  that 
Hdinijaa.  satne  Tuesday,  a  regular  assault  on  the 
place  at  Hellesdon.  The  slender  garrison  knew  that 
it  was  madness  to  resist,  and  no  opposition  was 
offered.  The  duke's  men  took  possession,  and  set 
John  Paslon's  own  tenants  lo  work,  veiy  much  against 
their  wills,  to  destroy  the  mansion  and  break  down 
the  walls  of  the  lodge,  while  they  themselves  ransacked 
the  church,  turned  out  the  parson,  and  spoiled  the 
images.  They  also  pillaged  very  completely  every 
house  in  the  village.  As  for  John  Paston's  own  place, 
they  stripped  it  completely  bare ;  and  whatever  there 
was  of  lead,  brass,  pewter,  iron,  doors,  or  gates,  or 
other  things  that  they  could  not  conveniently  carry 
off,  they  hacked  and  hewed  them  lo  pieces.  The 
duke  rode  ihrough  Hellesdon  to  Drayton  the  follow- 
ing day,  while  his  men  were  still  busy  completing  the 
work  of  destruction  by  the  demohtion  of  the  lodge. 
The  wreck  of  the  building,  with  the  rents  they  made 
in  its  walls,  is  visible  even  now.''' 

This  was  carrying  things  with  the  high  hand  :  but 
it  did  not  improve  the  Duke  of  Suftblk's  popularity 
at  Norwich,  and  it  created  no  small  sympathy  with 
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Paston  and  his  tenants.  '  There  cometh  much  people 
daily,'  wrult  Margaret  Paston  to  her  husband,  '  to 
wonder  thereupon,  both  of  Norwich  and  of  other 
places,  and  they  speak  shamefully  thereof.  The 
duke  had  been  bett-er  than  a  thousand  pound  that  it 
had  never  been  done  :  and  ye  have  the  mor*?  goodwili 
of  Lhe  people  ihut  it  is  so  foully  done.'  Margaret 
was  anxious  that  the  effects  of  the  outrage  should  be 
seen  before  winter  came  on  by  some  one  specially  sent 
from  the  king  to  view  and  report  upon  the  ruin.  But 
no  redress  was  obtained  while  her  husband  lived,  and 
even  some  year*  after  his  death  his  sons  petitioned 
foi  it  in  vain. 


John  Pastoa's  Latter  Days 

The  chagrin  and  mortification  inflicted  upon  John 
Paston  by  an  injury  like  this  may  not  unlikely  have 
contributed  to  shorten  his  days.  The  correspondtnce 
is  scanty  from  the  end  of  October  1465  lill  some 
time  after  his  death,  which  occurred  in  London  in 
May  of  the  follbwing  year.  We  know  nothing  of  the 
nature  of  the  illness  which  carried  him  off ;  but  three 
imprisonments  in  the  course  of  five  years,  accompanied 
with  a  great  deal  of  ansiety  about  his  newly  acquired 
property,  the  intrigues  of  lawyers  and  the  enmity  of 
great  men»  must  have  exercised  a  depressing  influence 
even  on  the  stoutest  heart.  He  appears  to  have  been 
released  from  pris.an  some  time  before  j^  ^  g^ 
his  death,  .ind  was  so  far  well  in  February 
that  he  had  a  conference  In  Westminster  Hall  with 
William  Jenney,  who  desired  at  last  to  come  to 
some  agreement  with  him.  But  the  great  lawsuit 
about  Fastolf's  will  remained  still  undecided,  and  he 
left  to  his  son  Sir  John  an  inheritance  tiouWed 
by  a  disputed  claim.  He  died  on  the  Jisl  or 
J2nd  May '   1466.     His  remains  were  carried  down 

>  He.  SN.    1  do  nal  Vnow  Fenn'f  anchorily  Sat  uyinf  il  wai  on  tin  >6Ui 
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into  Norfolk  a.n<l  buried  vith  great  magnificesce  u 
Bromholm  Abbey.' 

Of  his  characier  we  see  fewer  indications  than 
might  have  been  expected  in  a.  correspondence 
extending  over  more  than  twenty  >-ears.  and  perhaps 
we  are  in  danger  of  judging  him  too  much  from  the 
nega.tive  point  of  view.  A  man  of  business  habits 
and  of  little  humour,  but  apparently  of  elastic  spirits 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world,  he  wras  not 
easily  conquered  by  Any  difficulties  or  overwhelmed 
by  misfortunes.  His  early  experience  in  that  dispute 
with  Lord  Molynes  about  Oresham  must  have  taught, 
him,  if  he  needed  teaching,  the  crookedness  of  (f 
times  iji  which  he  lived,  and  the  hopelessness 
trusting  to  mere  abstract  riglu  and  justice  for  the 
protection  of  his  own  interests.  But  by  unwearied 
energy,  by  con.stttnt  watchfulness,  by  cultivating  the 
friendship  of  Sir  John  Fastolf  and  the  goodwill  of 
tht  world  in  general,  he  succeeded  in  asserting  for 
himself  a  position  of  some  importance  in  his  native 
county.  That  he  was,  at  the  same  time,  grasping 
and  selfish  to  sotne  e^ttenl,  is  no  more  than  what 
might  be  preimred  to  expect ;  and  it  would  seei 
there  were  complaints  to  this  eRecl  even  among  the 
members  of  his  own  family.^  As  a  parent  he  appear? 
to  have  been  somewhat  unamiable  and  cold-heaited- 
Vet  it  is  mainly  to  his  self-seeking,  businesslike 
character  Chat  we  owe  the  preservation  of  so  valuable 
a  correspondence.  He  knew  well  the  importance  of 
letters  and  of  documents  when  rights  came  to  be 
contested,  and  he  was  far  more  anxious  about  their 
security  than  about  all  the  rest  of  his  gpods  and 
chattels.* 

Such  being  tiie  nature  of  the  man,  and  his  personal 
history  being  as  we  have  seen,  what  are  we  to  say  of 
siij«h'>  Fk>-  the  dark  suspicion  thrown  upon  lus 
toifs will*  conduct  in  one  important  matter  by  his 
personal  enemy  Sir  William  Yelverton,  and  even  by^ 
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his  quondam  friend  WilLiatn  Worcester?  If  their 
conieniion  was  true,  the  great  addition  made  to  the 
fortunes  of  the  Paston  family  on  the  d<eiith  of  Sir 
John  Faatolf  was  only  due  to  a  successful  forgery. 
The  will  on  which  John  Paston  founded  his  claim  to 
Caister,  as  well  as  to  the  manors  of  Draytoii  and 
Hellesdon,  Cotton,  Calcoies,  and  the  whole  of 
FasEolPs  lands  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  StifTolk, 
was  denounced  by  them  as  a  fabrication  and  not  the 
genuine  will  of  Sir  John  Fastolf.  And  we  must  own 
that  ihert-  are  many  things  which  seem  tu  make  the 
imputation  credible.  VV&  have,  anforCurately,  only 
a  portion  of  the  depositions  taken  in  the  lawsuit,  and 
these  are  entirely  those  of  the  adverse  party,  with  the 
exception  of  two  separate  and  individual  testimonies 
given  in  Paslon's  favour.'  We  ought,  therefore, 
undoubtedly  to  be  on  our  gu:i.rd  against  attaching 
undue  weight  to  the  many  allegations  of  perjury  and 
corruption  against  Paston's  witnesses,  as  it  is  certainly 
quite  conceivable  thai  the  interested  testimony  was 
on  the  other  side,  and  it  is  truly  shown  in  John 
Paslon's  own  comments  upon  the  evidence  that  the 
proofs  given  were  insufficient.  But.  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  a  very  suspicious  circumstance  that  a  will 
drawn  up  by  Fastolf  on  the  14th  June  before  his 
death,  was  altered  on  the  3rd  November  so  as  to 
confer  special  powers  in  the  administration  to  John 
Paslon  and  Thomas  Howes,  and  to  give  a  large 
beneficiary  interest  to  the  former.^  It  is  also  singular 
that  there  should  he  three  separate  instruments  of 
this  latter  date,  each  professing  to  be  P'astolfs  will.* 
And  it  by  no  means  tends  to  allay  suspicion  when 
we  find  that  two  years  after  John  Paston's  death,  and 
very  sliortly  before  his  own,  the  parson  Thomas 
Howes,  a  (irey  Friar,  and  partner  with  him  in  the 
principal  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  .alleged 
last  will,  made  a  declaration  '  for  the  discharge  of  his 
conscience'  that  the  document  was  a  fabrication.* 
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This  evidence  looks  at  lirst  sight  almost  decisii 
and  extremely  damaging  to  ttie  character  of  ]oV 
Pa&ton.     But  even  here  we  must  not  be  too  precipi" 
tate  in  our  condusion,     It  is,  for  one  thing,  fairly 
open  to  remark  that  if  this  subsequent  declaration  of 
Sir  Thomas  Howes  was  an  imiieachmem  of  Paston's 
honesty,  it  was  no  less  so  of  his  own  ;   so  that  it 
becomes  a  question  whether  he  was  more  honest  3I 
the  time  he  was  acting  in  concurrence  with  Paslon 
or  at  the  time  of  his  professed  repentance  when  he 
made  this  declaration.     But  on  the  whale  we  may 
admit  that  the  latter  alternative  is  more   probable, 
and  we  frankly  own  it  as  our  beLef  that  Sir  Thomas 
Howes,  in  his  latter  days,  felt  scruples  of  conscience 
with  regard  to  the  part  he  had  taken  in  defending  for 
his  master  Paston  the  validity  of  what,  after  all,  he 
considered  to   be  a  questionable  document,      Yet 
what  are  we  to  say,  in  this  case,  to  the  teKUmonj-  of 
another  Grey  Friar,  our  old  friend  Dr.  Brackley.  who 
had  drawn  up  the  final  agreement  between  Fastolf  and 
Paslon  relative  to  the  college,  got  it  engrossed  on 
indented  parchment,   read  it  to  Sir  John,  and  sav 
him  put  his  seal  to  it?'     It  was   Brackley^s  dyinj 
testimony,  when  he  was  shriven  by  Friar  Mowth,  and 
informed  that  there  were  Serious  imputations  on  hb 
conduct  in  reference  to  this  matter,  that  as  he  would 
answer  before  God,  in  whose  presence  he  was  soon 
to  appear,  the  will  which  John  Paston  produced  in 
court  was  the  genuine  will  of  Sir  John  Fastolf.     This 
testimony,  too.  he  repeated  unsolicited  when,  aflo 
seeming  to  mlly  for  &  day  or  two,  he  sank  a^in,  and 
saw  himself  once  more  in   the  presence  of  dealh.' 
Truly,  if  it  seem  hard  to  doubt  the  declaration  of  Sir 
Thomas  Howes,  it  in  harder  still  to  cast  suspicion  d(1^ 
Brackley's  dying  evidence. 

The  true  explanation  of  these  discrepancies  niajr,' 
however,  involve   less    serious   charges   against  ibe 
character  either  of  Paston,  Brackley,  or  Howes  than 
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would  at  first  sight  appear  inevitable.  The  question 
was  not  really  one  about  the  authenticity  of  a  docu- 
ment, hut  about  the  exact  natuie  of  a  dying  man's 
•ill.  The  dfwumenc  avowedly  had  not  Kastolf's 
signature  attached ;  it  seems  thai  he  was  too  ill  to 
write.  For  some  years  before  his  death  I  do  not  find 
fisiolFs  own  signature  attached  to  any  of  his  letters. 
The  point  in  dispute  was  whether  it  really  repre- 
sented Fastolfs  latest  inletitions  as  to  the  disposal 
of  his  property.  True,  it  hore  Fastolf  s  seal  of  anus, 
which  Yelverton  and  Worcester  at  first  endeavoured 
to  prove  must  hare  been  affixed  to  it  after  his  death. 
But  Paslon  seems  to  have  shown  most  successfully 
that  this  was  impossible,  as  Fastolfs  seal  of  arms  was 
at  his  death  cotiiain«d  in  a  purse  sealed  with  his 
signet,  and  the  signet  itself  was  at  that  time  taken  off 
his  finger,  and  sealed  up  in  a  chest  under  the  seals  of 
several  of  the  executors,'  Moreover,  Paslon's  state- 
ments went  lo  show  that  the  terms  of  the  will  were 
settled  in  various  conferences  with  Sir  John  during 
the  monThs  of  September,  October,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  November,  and  that  corrections  had  been 
made  in  it  by  his  express  desire.  With  all  this,  how- 
ever, it  may  have  been  a  delicate  question  whether 
the  latest  corrections  were  truly  in  accordance  with 
Fnstolf's  mind,  and  doubts  may  have  been  faJrly 
entertained  on  (he  subject  by  Sir  Thomas  Howes ; 
especially  when  we  consider  thai  on  the  day  the  will 
was  dateid  Fastolf  was  utterly  unable  to  speak  articu- 
lately, so  that  no  one  could  hear  him  without  putting 
his  ear  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  dying  man,^  With 
regard  to  John  Paston's  part  tn  the  matter,  he  was 
not  present  when  Fastolfs.  seal  was  put  to  the  docu- 
metit,  so  that  the  validity  of  that  act  tested  entirely 
upon  the  testimony  of  others,  particularly  Dr,  Brack- 
ley.  And  as  to  the  charge  of  his  'fabricating'  the 
will,  it  was  never  denied  that  he  drew  it  up,  oi  took 
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a  considerable  part  in  doing  so ;  the  only  questic 
is  how  far  he  did  sa  in  accordance  with   Sir  John 
Faslolf's  own  inslructions. 

Some  important  matters  of  fact,  indeed,  were 
asserted  by  Paston  in  support  of  his  case  and  oon* 
tested  by  the  opposite  side.  Among  other  things,  it 
was  contended  that  in  the  autuirm  of  the  year  1457, 
two  years  before  his  death,  Sir  John  Faatolf  had 
actuallj'  made  estate  to  John  Paston  of  the  manor  of 
Caister  and  other  latids  in  Norfolk,  and  thereupon 
given  him  livery  of  seisin  with  a  view  to  the  (ounda- 
tion  of  the  college  :  *  allso  that  the  will  nutde  iu  1459 
was  an  imperfect  document,  in  which  no  executors 
were  named,  and  to  which  no  seal  was  attached.^ 
these  allegations  were  true,  there  was,  after  all. 
great  alteration  in  Sir  John's  intentions  during 
last  two  years  nf  his  life.  On  the  other  hand, 
Thomas  Howes,  in  his  later  declaration,  a5>serts  that 
only  a  year  before  Fastolf's  death  he  had,  at  Paston's 
desire,  urged  Sir  John  to  allow  Paston  lo  buy  three  of 
his  manors  and  live  in  his  college  ;  at  which  proposi- 
tion the  old  knight  started  with  indignation,  and 
declared  with  a  great  oath,  '  An  1  knew  that  Paston 
would  buy  any  of  my  lands  or  my  goods,  he  should 
never  be  my  feoiTee,  nor  mine  executor,'  But  eveii 
Howes  acknowledges  that  he  was  willing  to  allow 
Faston  a  lodging  for  term  of  his  life  within  the  man^^^ 
of  Caister.^  ^H 

The  whole  controversy  affords  certainly  an  admir 
able  illustration  of  the  inconvenient  stale  of  the  kiw 
before  the  passing  of  the  Statute  of  Uses  in  (he  day^ 
of  Henry  viii.  The  hearing  of  all  causes  touching 
the  wills  of  dead  men  belonged  to  the  spiritual  courts 
of  the  Chtirch,  which  did  not  ovm  the  king's  juris- 
diction. The  king's  courts,  on  the  other  hand,  had  ■ 
cognisance  of  everything  affecting  real  properly.  No ' 
lands  or  tenements  coiild  be  bequeathed  by  wilt 

■  N«-  333,  M9;  Xo.  SSB.  p.  s-p;  No.  WO,  p,  >7». 

'  Nff.  eae.p.  >=8.  »  Nu.  5» 


INTRODUCTION 


cclxzi 


because  the  courts  of  common  law  would  not  give 
effect  to  such  an  instrument.  But  legal  ingenuity 
had  found  the  means  lo  enable  wealthy  persons  to 
bequeath  their  lands  as  well  as  their  goods  to  whom- 
soever they  pleased.  A  man  had  only  to  execute 
a  conveyance  of  his  lands  lo  a  body  of  trustees,  who 
thereupon  became  in  law  the  owners,  expfess  pro- 
vision being  made  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  to 
hold  it  for  his  use  so  lonp  as  he  lived,  and  after  his 
death  for  th^  use  of  certain  other  persons  named  in 
his  will,  or  for  such  purposes  as  might  therein  be 
indicated.  By  this  indirect  means  a  title  in  lands 
was  very  effectually  conveyed  lo  a  legatee  without 
any  abatement  of  the  original  ovmer's  control  over 
his  own  property  so  long  as  lie  lived.  But  the  prac- 
tice gave  rise  to  a  multitude  of  inconveniences. 
Private  bargains,  legal  quibbles  and  subtleties,  crafty 
influences  brought  to  bear  upon  dying  men,  great 
uncertainty  as  to  the  destination  of  certain  pro- 
perties, were  among  its  frequent  results.  At  the 
veiy  last  moment,  when  the  dying  man,  perhaps,  was 
in  imperfect  possession  of  his  faculties,  mere  words. 
or  ever  a  nod  or  sign,  might  affect  the  title  to  very 
large  estates.  And  aimost  by  the  very  nature  of  the 
case,  wherever  a  trust  was  instituted  like  that  of  Sir 
John  Fastolf,  all  the  pettifogging  devices  of  legal 
chicanery  were  necessarily  brought  into  play,  either 
lo  establish  A  title  Or  to  contest  it.' 


Sir  John  Pastoa 

Sir  John  Paston  now  stepped  into  his  father's 
place,  as  heir  to  Caister  and  to  Fastolf's  other  pos- 
sessions in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  But  before  he 
could  vindicate  his  rights  in  any  parts  of  them  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  wipe  out  that  stain  upon 
his  pedigiee  which  had  been  devised  by  calumny  in 
bar  of  the  claims  made  by  his  father.     The  case 
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came  before  the  king  himself  in  council  An  am^ 
of  court  rolls  and  other  a.ncieiit  records  was  produced 
by  the  family,  to  show  ihat  they  had  been  lords  of 
the  soil  in  Paston  from  a  vei7  remote  period.  Some 
of  their  title-deeds  went  back  as  far  as  the  leigo  of 
Hcnty  lii.,  and  it  was  shown  that  their  ancestors  had 
given  lands  to  reli^iious  houses  in  ihat  reign.  I  ndeed, 
30  little  truth  was  there  in  the  imputation  thai  John 
Paston  the  father  was  a  bondman,  thai  his  ancestors, 
certainly  by  the  mother's  s-ide  if  not  by  the  father's 
also,  had  been  the  owners  of  bojidmen.  The  evi- 
dences were  considered  satisfactory,  and  the  family 
were  declared  by  the  king's  council  to  be  fully 
cleared  of  the  imputation,  The  lands,  of  which 
Lord  Scales  had  taken  possession  for  about  half  a 
year,*  were  restored  to  Sir  John  Paston  by  a  warrant 
under  the  king's  signet,  dated  on  the  36th  July, 
little  more  than  two  months  after  the  death  of  John 
Paston  the  father.^ 

After  this  Sir  John  Paston  was  much  at  cOUTt,  and 
Lord  Scales  became  his  special  friend.    Even  as  early 
Touinixmtni    ^^  the  followinig  April  we  find  Sir  John 
ai  Eiiham.      taking  part  in  a  tournament  at  ElthaiO, 
In  which  the  king,  Lord  Scales,  and  himself  wera^| 
upon  one  side."     But  tiie  favour  with  which  he  u-as-^H 
regarded  at  court  both  by  the  king  and  the  Lord 
*.&,  1,68.      Scales  appeared  more  evidently  one  year 
MnrriiiEeof    later,   whcH    the    king's  sister   Margaret 
""rT"       "«"'  o^^f  fo  ithe  Low  Countries  to  be 
Edward  IV      married  to  Charles,  Duke  of  Bureuody. 
Bold,  Duke     1  his  matcn   had  heen  more  than  a  year 
of  Burgundy.  [^  conlen^pUtion,  iind  was  highly  populjf 
as   cementing  the  friendship  of   England  and  Bur- 
gundy in   opposition  to  France.      On  the   ist  May 
1467  a  curious  bargain  or  wager  was  made  by  Sir 
John  Paston  as  to  the  probability  of  its  taking  effect 

I  W»,  W  WjTC.  3S?,  ivhere  it  \i  tiid  Ihal  I-ord  Sralu  '  cntloii'ii 
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within  two  years.*  But  on  the  iSth  April  146S  he 
received  a  summons  from  the  king  to  be  prepared  to 
give  his  attendance  on  the  princess  by  Ihe  isl  June 
following,  and  to  accompany  her  into  Flanders.^  Not 
only  he,  but  his  brother  John  Paston  the  younger, 
crossed  the  sea  in  the  Lfldy  Margaret's  train  ;  and 
we  are  indebted  to  the  latter  for  an  interesting 
account  of  tht  marriage  and  of  the  tournaments 
which  followed  in  honour  of  it.  Youn^  John  Pastor 
was  greatly  struck  with  the  splendour  of  the  Bur- 
gundian  court.  He  had  nevei  heard  of  atiything 
like  it,  he  said,  except  the  court  of  King  Arthur.' 
But  his  brother  seems  to  have  found  another  attrac- 
tion abroad  which  fascinated  him  quite  as  much  as 
all  the  pageants  and  the  tournaments  in  honour  of 
the  Laidy  Margaret. 

There  lived,  probably  in  the  town  of  CaJaLs,  a 
certain  Mrs.  Anne  Haute,  a  lady  of  English  extrac- 
tion and  related  to  Lord  Scales,  whom  „.  ,  , 
Sir  John  Paston  seems  on  this  occasion  Prtsionand 
to  have  met  for  the  first  time.  Having  '^•"""'"•"■ 
been  perhaps  all  her  Hfe  abroarl,  she  appears  to  have 
had  an  impeifect  command  of  the  Engli.sh  language; 
at  least  Sir  John,  in  proposing  to  open  a  correspond- 
ence, wrote  to  her,  '  Mistress  Annes,  1  am  proud  that 
ye  Can  read  English.'  For  (he  rest  we  must  not 
attempt  to  portray  the  lady,  of  whose  appearance  and 
qualities  of  mind  or  body  we  have  no  account  what- 
ever. But  ptfhaps  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that 
she  was  really  beautiful ;  for  though  Sir  John  was  a 
susceptible  person,  and  had  once  been  smitten  be- 
fore,  his  friend  Paverse  declared  him  to  be  the  best 
chooser  of  a  gentlewoman  that  he  knew.'  It  15  a 
pity  that  with  this  qualification  his  suit  was  not  more 
successful.  It  went  on  for  several  years,  but  was  in 
the  end  broken  off,  and  Sit  John  Paston  lived  and 
died  a  bachelor. 

But  Sir  John  was  heir  to  the  troubles  of  a  lawsuit, 
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and   his    property  was   conLinuaUy   threatened    by 
A  troubled      varioiis  claimants  both  at  Hellesdon  and 
Mta'aMmt.     at   Caister.      His   mother  writes  to  him 
on  one  occasion  Ihac  Blicftling  of  Hellesdon  luii 
come    Irotn    London,  '  and   maketh   his   boast  thai 
within  this  fortnight  at  Hellesdon  should   be  both 
new  lords  and  new  officers.     And  &lso  this  day 
Rysing  of  Frelton  should  have  heard  said  in  diven 
places,  there  as  he  was  in   Suflbllc   that   Fastolf  of 
Cowhaw  maketh  all  the  strength  that  he  may,  awi 
proposeth  him  to  assault  Caister  and  to  enter  ihert 
if  he  may,  insomuch  that  it  is  said  that  he  h^ttli  a 
five-score  men  ready,  and  sendelh   daily  ejpies  to 
understand  what  fellowship  keep   the  place'     Foi 
which  reason  Margaret  Paston  urges  her  son  to  send 
home  either  his  brothers  or  Daubtney  to  command 
the  garrison,  lor,   as  he  well   knew,  she  had  bes" 
'  affrayed  '  ^  there  before  this  time,  and  she  ctjuld  no: 
'well  guide  nor  rule  soldiers.'-   Another  time  it  » 
intimated  to  Sir  John  that  ihe  Duchess  of  Suflolli 
means  to  enter  into  Cotton  suddenly  at  some  linif 
when  few  men  should  know  what  she  is  going  i" 
do."     And  this  intention   she  seems   to   have 
accomplished,  for  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  u^9 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  sends  Sir  John  a  friendly  waminj 
that  she  means  to  hold  a  court  there  next  Mondiji 
with  a  view  to   proving  that  the   manor  of  C&tton 
Heranales  is  holden  of  her  by  knight's  service.*    So 
that  altogether  Sir  John  Paston's  inheritance  wis  h{\i 
by  a  very  precarious  tenure,  and  his  mother,  like  ■! 
prudent  woman,  advises  liim  '  not  to  be  too  hasty  Ii 
be  married  till  ye  were  more  sure  of  your  livelcMi&" 
The  old  dispute  with  the  executors,  however,  *»* 
compromised  in   Ihe  court  of  audience  :   and  the 
Archbishop   of  Canterbury,  Bishop  WaynHetc,  aniS 
I./>rd  Beauchamp  granted  to  Sir  John  full  right  iti  ihi^ 

I  Tblt  U  (o_siiy.  menicHl,  if  iiolal-UnliKi,  lli  '  nffray  '  lielng  muletp"* 
t]7[,  (li^curiaub  ID  OBCfl  litre  014T  futniHar  vrijrd  *  ^fx^i^  '  ia  111  4*ij'^ 
Turm  and  iLBnifkCAtion, 

9  Na,  ([74.  ^  N'o,  mi.  *  No.  KM.  «  M«.  IdL 


I 


INTRODUCTION 


cclxsv 


manor  of  Caister,  and  a  number  of  other  lands  both 
in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.'  Sir  John  snon  afterwards 
conveyed  a  portion  of  ihe  SuHblk  property  called 
Hemnales  in  Cotton  and  the  manor  of  Haynford  to 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  others.^  William  Wor- 
cester became  friends  with  John  Paston's  widow, 
imputed  his  old  misunderstanding  with  her  huaband 
to  the  inteilerence  of  others  between  them,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  well  pleased  that  Caialer  was  to  be 
at  her  command.  '  A  rich  jewt]  it  is  at  need/  writes 
Worcester,  '  for  all  the  country  in  time  of  war  ;  and 
coy  roaster  Fastolf  would  rather  he  had  never  builded 
it  than  it  should  be  in  the  governance  of  any  sovereign 
that  would  oppress  the  country.'  At  the  same  time 
it  5Ct;ined  very  doubtful  whether  Fastolf's  intention 
of  founding  the  college  there  could  be  carried  out, 
and  Worcester  had  some  conferences  with  Sir  John 
P&ston  about  establishing  it  at  Cambridge.  Bishop 
Wayaflete  had  already  proposed  doing  so  at  Oxford ; 
but  Cambridge  was  nearer  to  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
and  by  buying  a  few  advowsons  of  wealthy  parsonages 
an  additional  foundation  might  be  established  there 
at  considerably  less  cost  than  by  the  purchase  of 
tnanors.  In  this  opinion  Sir  John  Paston  and  William 
Worcester  coincided,  and  the  former  promised  to 
urge  it  upon  Bishop  Waynflete.^ 

Sir  John  Paston  had  now  some  reason  to  expect 
that  with  the  settlement  of  this  controversy  he  would 
have  been  left  for  life  in  peaceful  possession  of 
Caister.  That  which  his  father  had  not  been  able  to 
attain  was  now  apparently  conceded  to  him  :  and 
even  if  Sir  William  Yelverton  was  still  dissatisfied, 
the  other  executors  had  formally  recognised  his  rights 
in  the  court  of  audience.  But  before  many  months 
bad  passed  it  appeared  that  Velverion  could  still  be 
troublesome,  and  he  found  an  ally  in  one  who  had 

1  No.  B7T.  Th*  ■JcrJ.  jj*ihar*,  ij.!L'  fcund  lo  W  irrefiilBi-  jfiCTwards, 
for  ii>  generiil  tStec  w.u  conliriiied  about  Bvc  aianlb.t  laiEi  by  anolhci 
mMinmenl.    Nn  BM. 
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hitherto  been  his  opponent.    Sir  Thomas  Howes  was 
probably  failing  m  heilth — for  he  secois 
§'»™'^«  lo  have  died  about  the  end  of  the  yew 
wiihVciver-    i^figi —  wheti  he  made  that  declaration 
'  ("or  the  discharge  of  his  conscience '  lo 
which  we  have  already  alluded.  Scruples  seem  to  hare 
arisen  in  his  mind  as  lo  ihe  part  he  had  taken  with 
Sir  John  f'aslon's  father  in  referenc*  to  the  admini}^ 
Ir^lian  of  FastolPs  wil],  and  he  now  maintained  ihal 
the    will    nuncupative   which    ht-    himself  had   pro- 
pounded along  with  John  Paston  in  opposition  to  jji 
earlier  will  propounded  by  Yelverton  and  Worcester, 
was  a  fabrication  which  did  not  truly  express  the  mind 
of  the  deceased.     We  may  observe,  though  the  ivh- 
ject  is  exceedingly  obscure,  that  of  the  three  mlh' 
printed  in  Vuluint  i.,  each  of  which  professes  lo  bf 
the  will    of   Sir  John    Fastolf,  the    third,   which  is 
in  Latin,  is  clearly  a  will  nuncupative  declaring  the 
testator's  mind  in  the  third  person,  and  defining  the 
powers  of  the  executors  in  regard  to  his  goods  aril 
chattels.' 

It  was  apiiarently  this  nunciipiilive  will  that  Ho«e 
declared  to  be  spurious.  The  validity  of  the  others 
touching  his  lands  depended  upon  the  genuinenes: 
of  a  previous  bargain  made  by  Fastolf  with  John 
Paston,  which  was  also  disputed.  But  it  was  tk 
nuncupative  will  that  appointed  ten  executors  and 
yet  gave  John  Paston  and  Thomas  Howes  sole 
powers  of  administration,  except  in  ca.ses  where  tho« 
two  thought  fit  to  ask  their  assistance.  This  wiH 
secraa  to  have  been  drawn  up  mainly  by  the  insiri 
mentality  of  one  Master  John  Smyth,  whom  Howrt 
afterwards   denounced   as  'none   wholesome  coun- 

1  Sm  prctiminsry  ft.ir*  ii.  Na.  eOO.  '  Nos,  SSM. 

^  Tht  aihrr  Jwa  hnvc  rtrla[ioEB  i<j  hU  loiidki  mnd  wti  no^  jni. 
fri^h  cihtr  -  b-Li'E  \ht  liT^t  U  ^jawn  kip  in  the  nkme  of  iha  t^ 
while  the  leconrf  spcalt-i  of  Mm  in  ihe  ibixi  pcnon,     1  li - 
fact,  a  Dole  of  various  ir>iruclioiiAKiv»(i  hy  tlir  ir^iiiar  in  ^(^.-r■^;■.c  !■■  w 
properly  en  the  and  ajid   ird  dniys  of  Nf^-cnt'-e'  Wfort   he  '1it<1,  jm'  ■"l 
cemV(nii&  my  have  brrii  fulCy  embodied  in.  itiF  firfi,  whim  rbe  wilt  «■*  J 
rcfEularly  drawn  (i|)  ;  bur  ih?  fml  U  pijnicd  from  ■  draft  wtiicfa  tf  |nfai^| 
im|Kirccl. 
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Uor.''     Howes  now  combined  wilh  Yelverton  in 
declaring  it  to  be  spurious. - 

The  resuli  of  this  allegation  was  ihat  Yelverton 
and  Howes  took  it  upon  them,  as  executors  of  Sir 
John  Fastoir,  to  recommend  to  Arch- 
bishop Bourchiet  that  the  Duke  of  Nor-  C'iJMw" 
folk  should  be  allowed  to  purchase  the  'i'Pl'J'"*'' 
manor  of  L.aister  ana  certain  other  lands 
in  Norfolk,  and  that  the  money  received  for  it  should 
be  spent  in  charitable  dteds  for  the  good  of  Fastolf's 
soul.  The  transaction  was  not  yet  completed,*  but 
the  duke  immediately  proceeded  to  act  upon  il  just 
as  if  il  were.  He  did  not,  indeed,  at  once  take  pos- 
session of  the  place,  but  he  warned  the  tenants  of 
the  minor  to  pay  no  money  to  Sir  John,  and  his 
agents  even  spoke  as  if  they  had  the  king's  authority, 
On  the  other  hand.  Sir  John  had  the  support  of 
powertul  men  in  the  king's  council — no  less  persons 
than  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick  and  his  brgther,  the 
Archbishop  of  York,  who  had  laJely  buen  Lord  Chan- 
eellor,  and  wais  hoping  to  be  so  again.  The  Earl  of 
Warwick  had  spoken  about  the  matter  to  the  duke 
even  in  the  king's  cbiimber,  and  the  archbishop  had 
said,  '  rather  than  the  land  should  go  so,  he  would 
comeand  dwell  there  himself.'  'Yewould  AnhWihop 
marvel.'addsthe  correspondent  who  com-  ''"''^' 
municates  the  news  to  Sir  John  Paston,  '  ye  would 
(nar\*el  what  hearts  my  lord  hath  gotten  and  how 
this  language  put  people  in  comfort'  It  had  its 
effect  upon  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  saw  that  he 
must  not  be  too  precipitate-  He  was  urged  on,  it 
Keenis,  by  tht  duchess  his  wife,  but  he  would  go  and 
speak  to  her  and  entreat  her.' 

' ,  Yelverton  and  Howes  seem  to 
ifident 


pretty 


my 


'  '  Ttap  bargain  ic  not  ytt  nia.(l«^'uiyi  an  moaivmou^  u-rEi«r  en  iht  aBrh 
dW'.  .^e  K-a.  691.  Nevertheless  no  6Meii~iblp  iillr  hjii]  b<^f  n  coi:  trytd 
he  ilukc  bv  a  roimal  ilKUmcm  aa  I  he  tM  Otlobei.    Sec  N  a.  6SS, 
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would  not  be  chancellor  again  unless  their 
with  the  duke  was  ratified.      The  NevUls  were  n<Kj 
longer  regarded  with  favour  at  court.     The  COOlne 
whicli  had  cxisleJ  between  the   king  and  Warwick^ 
ever  since  the   marriage   with   Elizabeth   Woodvillel 
had  Us[  year  come  to  an  open  rupture,  and  the  Arch-^ 
bishop  uf  York  had  been  at  the  same  time  dismisseif 
from  the  office  of  chancellor.     Soon  afier  the  nev 
year  a  cecon-C illation  was  effected  through  the  medium 
of  private  friends,  and  the  archbishop  conducted  his 
brother  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  the  king  at  Coventry.' 
£ut  real  cOn&denCe  was  not  restored,  and  [mrly  spirit 
was  anxious  thai  it  should  never  be.     Nor  could  the 
public  at  Large,  perhaps,  imagine  the  deep  grounds 
of  distrust   that  Warwick  had  already  given  to  his 
sovereign. 

Sir  John  Paston,  nevertheless,  was  advised  to  put 
hts  trust  chiefly  iti  the  friendship  of  the  Ncvills  and 
in  the  probable  reinstatement  of  the  archbishop  as 
Lord  Chancellor.  Another  means,  however,  was  nol 
to  be  neglected,  Sir  Thomas  Ho*es  might  be  gam- 
moned, or  bullied,  or  got  over  in  some  way.  He 
and  Yelverton  did  not  agree  so  well  that  it  need  be 
a  very  hard  matter  to  separate  them.  Sir  John's 
friend.s  hoped  to  secure  for  him  the  good  offices  of 
the  Bishop  of  Ely  and  a  certain  Master  Tresham, 
who,  it  w»s  thought,  could  put  it  nicely  ^'^'  Sir  Thomas 
Howes  half  in  jest  and  half  in  earnest,  putting  him 
'  in  hope  of  tlie  moon  shone  in  the  water,'  and  telling; 
him  that  such  efforts  were  made "  that  either  he  should 
he  a  pope,  or  else  in  despair  to  be  deprived  Jf  omni 
benefido  ecflesiastUo  for  simony,  lechtrj?,  perjury,  and 
double  variable  pe<.-vishnt,*ss,  and  for  administering 
without  authority.'  Such  were  a  few  of  the  humours 
of  the  controversy.^  I 

Better,  however,  than  the  friendship  of  the  grtai, 
was  the  security  to  be  derived  from  keeping  CaJstet 
well  guarded;    and   Sir   John    i'aston  immediatelj 
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set  about  'waging'  men  to  add  to  the  little  garri- 
son.^    With  this  he  seems  to  have  been   sipj^jjn 
much     occupied     from     November    till   'wsgumoi, 
January    following,    when    by    repeated   ^,„,  ,^6,, 
letters  from  the  king  he  was  commanded 
to  desist   from  making  any  assembly  of  the  lieges, 
and  to   appear    personally  before  the    council    at 
V\'estniinster.'      The    matter,  apparently,  was   hung 
up  for  a  time  without  any  decision  being  come  to  by 
the  council.      The  friendship  of  Archbishop  Nevill 
could  have  done  little  to  recommend  the  cause  of 
Sir  John  Paston  to  the  king.     On  the  other  hand,  if 
favour  had  anything  to  do  with  the  result,  his  cause 
was  Warmly  advocated    by  Lord   Scales,  the   king's 
own  brother-in-law,  onaccount  of  Sir  John's  intended 
marriage  with  his  kinswoman,  Anne  Haute.*     And 
it  is  certain  that  Judge  Velverton  had  conferences 
with  Lord  Scales  in  the  hope  of  coming  tosome  kind 
of  unders  Ian  ding.      But  King  Edward,  as  we  have 
already  said,  had  a  real  desire  to  be  impartial  in  the 
disputes  and  quarrels  of  his  subjects ;  and  doubtless 
it  was  from  a  feeling  of  this  that  Sir  John  Paston  and 
his  mother  rejoiced  to   hear  that  it  was  the  king's 
intention   to    visit   Norwich    in    the   course   of   the 
ensuing  summer.     The  rumour  of  this  intention,  it 
WBS  believed,  had  a  powerful  influence  tn  inducing 
the  Duchess  of  Suffolk  to  remain  at  her  family  seat 
at  Ewelme,  in  Oxfordshire,  that  she  might  be  out  of 
the  way  if  sent  for  by  the  king,  and  plead  age  Or 
sickness  as  her  excuse.*    The  attempt  made  by  her 
son  to  dispossess  Sir  John  Paston  at  Hellesdon  could 
best  be  judged  of  on  the  spot.     And  in  Norfolk,  too, 
the  king  would  learn  what  was  thought  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk's  claim  to  Caister. 

So  it  was  hoped  that  the  king's  presence  in  the 
county  would  tell  most  favourably  on  Sir  John 
Paston's  interests.  And  there  was  one  circumstance 
in  particular  of  which  advantage  might  be  taken. 
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As  Edward  was  to  go  from  Norwich  on  pilgrimage  to 

Walsingham,  his  way  would  of  necessity  lie  through 
Hdlttsdon  and  Drayton.      I'he  lodge  whose  walls  ihe 
Duke  of  Suffolk  had  caused  lo  be  broken  down  could 
hardly  Tail,   rrom  its  conspicuous   position,  to  meet 
his  eye,  and  perhaps  some  friend  in  the  king's  a-uite 
could  be  got  to  call  his  aiteiition  to  it  iind  tell  liim 
the  story  of  the  outrage.      1  his  Tliomas  Wingfield 
ungagt-d  to  do,  and  promised  to  gel  the  king';)  own 
brother,   the   Duke  of   Gloucester,  to   join    him   in 
pointing  out  the  ruin.     Promises  were  also  obtained  i 
from  Earl  Rivers,  the  queen's  father,  and  from  her  ' 
brother  Lord  Scales  and  Sir  John  Woodsilie,  that 
they  would  urge  the  king  lo  command  the  Dukes  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  to  forbear  claiming  title  to  the 
lands  of  Sir  John  Fastolf.     And  by  the  time  the  king 
took  his  departure  from  Norwich  the  Fastons  were 
encouraged  to  believe  that  steps  had  already  been 
taken  lo  end  their  controversy  with  one  if  not  with 
both  dukes.      Unforlunately  the  belief,  or  at   leaa 
the  hope  that  it  gave  rise  to,  proved  to  be  utterly 
unfounded.' 

The  king  rode  through  Hellesdon  Warren  on  his 
way,  as  it  had  been  expected  that  he  would  do.  The 
The  ruined  fulncd  lodgc  was  pointed  out  to  iiim  by 
lodet  iijhowD  William  Fasten,  Sir  John's  uncle :  but 
lot  t  ing.  hisanawer  was  altogether  at  variance  with 
what  the  Woodvilles  had  led  them  to  expect.  The 
king  said  the  building  might  have  fallen  by  itself,  and 
if  it  had  been  pulled  down,  as  allegedi  the  Fastens 
might  have  put  in  bills  at  the  session  of  Oyer  atui 
Terminir  held  by  thejudgiis  when  he  was  at  Norwich. 
William  Pastoa  replied  thai  hts  nephew  had  been 
induced  to  hopethe  kinghimself  would  have  proctia'd 
an  amicable  settlement  whh  both  the  dukes,  and 
therefore  had  forborne  to  vindicate  his  rights  by  law. 
But  the  king  said  he  would  neither  treat  nor  speak 
for  Sir  John,  but  let  the  law  take  its  course.- 
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Possibly  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  Norwich, 
the  king  had  heard  news  which  took  away  all  disposi- 
tion he  mighl  once  have  entertained  lo  hear  personally 
complaints  against  such  noblemen  as  the  Dukes  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  It  was  just  about  the  time  of 
the  insurrcciion  of  Robin  of  Redesdale  Roi,inut 
in  Yorkshire— a  movenoent  got  up  under  R^Jttdnle't 
fictitious  names  and  realW  promoted  by 
the  disconti;nted  Earl  of  Warwick.  From  the  day  that 
Edward  IV.  had  announced  liimsclf  a  ma.rned  man,  arid 
disconcerted  the  subtle  prninoicrs  of  an  alliance  with 
France  through  the  medium  of  the  French  king's 
aster-in-law,  Bona  of  Savoy,'  the  Eaxl  of  Warwick 
had  not  only  lost  hb  old  ascendency  in  the  king's 
councils,  but  had  seen  his  policy  altogether  thwarted 
and  his  own  sdfish  interests  continually  set  aside. 
He  had  been  from  the  first  in  favour  of  an  amicable 
compromise  of  the  dispute  with  France,  while  the 
young  king  owed  not  a  Siltle  of  his  popularity  to  the 
belief  that  he  would  maintain  the  old  pretensions  of 
England,  and  vindicate  them  if  necessary  upon  the 
field  of  battle.  Disappointed  of  one  mode  of 
promoting  a  French  alliance,  he  had  been  disap- 
pointed stiil  funher  in  1467,  when  the  king,  to 
humour  his  inclinations  for  a  while,  sent  hicn  over  to 

■  The  ^ory  ibai  the  Eitl  orWainrick  hnd  gone  [n  Francp  lacieioliale 
tbc  nu-inaee  of  ^dtvnfd  ^ilh  Bona  of  SiX-vi^y.  whci>  Edward  rrublmtcd  ha 
dip1i4nAE)  by  frvuryinff  'EJIiutbcih  WDwIrallC)  ji  ccrtiilTiK'  net  fn  AcmnlaDCc 
with  facit  Bui  Che  d'^iilK^  of  h^tna  n^odcriLhi&torifdrLki'hai  the  projcci  of 
•bdi  H  mj'ch  was  tv^i  rnlctlains'J  pre  qinl"-  ^ijl  m  rt»l  '^y  ttie  cvidtnc-e  of 
ma  Ittutt  which  hart  hrtn  rrciriEly  pnntMl  in  lomc  oi  ihe  publicaiioni  of 
ibc  Sv^i*'^  Jt  I'HL^couc  *5*  Tfivc'i  til  whi'cli  :tLteiiiii>n  n  -CfiJ1?U  by  Mr, 
KitV  in  Ijif  t-tnltiry  af  Chariri  tAt  Bold  (vol.  i,  p.  415  note.  inJ  li.  p.  i^ 
oMeJ-  ICpppnitt  ("h^it  allboiLgh  ihcearl  hjld  noL  Actually  £one  Ba  Fran^^j 
ht  wBt  eipecied  [Tierc  jii«  at  the  timt  ibt  iccf«  of  Ihe  ting'i  nmfruuft 
•0m9  revtued-  Nor  ^an  lh<rc  h*  a  rca»onab[e  daubl— mcEc«d  tlicre  19 
KmctbiDg  lilit  poiith-e  evident^  ta  pcovc—Ihui  Ihe  lir<>i  ciiUM  ol  ihc  Earl 
of  W«»w(ck't  ilienali.in  fcj.ti  il.c  Ubk  attnie  .lul  orihih  aialicr,  J  fiiishl  la 
ffdiit  (hat  the  meril  of  pJkuJnK  bclcrr-c  lu  for  ibc  fijit  lime  a  cLear  view  of  Ehe 
anu«queQt«<  <)f  E^vord  t\  ,'j  nk.kiruice.iTi  in  ^:krin^  ^k\.i  an  [he  ^loires-llc 
hunory  of  EnglaptJ  an4  VQ  Edwiud'i  maciont  witb  ('lanct  tad  Burtiuiily, 
u  due  to  Mi.PhJrk. 
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France  on  embassy.      The  result  was  that  he 
[□agnific>ent1y  entertained    by  Louis   xi.,  captivated 
by  the  bland  fatniliaritj-  of  the  French  monarch,  snd 

became  for  ever  after  his  tnost  r^ady  and  convaiienl 
tool.       If  he   had  anything  to  learn  before  in  theJ 
arts  of  diplomacy  and  statecraft,  ho  came  back  frona| 
France    a    most    accom  plished    scholar.       Edward, 
however,  pursued  a  course  of  his  own,  treated  lh« 
French  ambassadors  in  England  with  rudeness,  and 
cuItivattKl  instead  a  close  illiance  with   Buigundy, 
the  formidable  rival  and  lately  the  enemy  of  Louis, 
He  contracted  his  sister  Margaret  to  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy's  eldest  son,  Charles,  Count  of  Charolois, 
who  became  duke  himself  in  the  following  year,  when 
the    marriage   was    solemnised    at    Bruges   with   i 
splendour  no  court   in  Europe  could  have  rivalled. 
To  crown  a.ll,  he  announced  in  Parliament  jusi  before 
the  marriage  an  intention  to  invade  France  in  person.' 
The    Karl    of   Warwick   dissembled.      Charles  of 
Burgundy   was   the   man    he   hated   mosl,^   but  he 
conducted  the  Princess  Margaret  to  the  coast  on  fiw 
way  to  Flanders.     A  number  of  personal  wrorgs  and 
disappointments  also  rankled  in  his  breast,  and  g»ve 
birth   to   sinister  projects  for  gratif>-ing  a  wounded 
ambitiony  and  taking    revenge  upon  an   ungrateful 
king,  who  owed  it  in  no  small  degree  to  himself  iha' 
he  was  king  at  all.     As  yet  Edward  was  without  an 
heir-male.       He   had   two    daughters;^    but   in  itfi 
succession  a  brother  might  perhaps  be  preferred  to » 
female.     Warwick  could  marry  his  eldest  daughierio 
George,  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  encourage  that  vH" 
prince  in   his   expectation  of  the  crown.     The  co/l 
was  governor  of  Calais.     At  midsummer  in  the  y^tst 
1469   the   Liulie  of  Clarence   stole  across   lli-e  sa 
without  the  leave  of  his  brother,  and  landed  in  a 

*  W.  Woic,  313-*.  ^  Cpmlin,  t/  Creyland  Ciram'tir.  p.  »'- 

'  The  two  eiriptt  daiiEhI»n  of  Kfjwnrd  rv   were  brni  in  the  ycin't" 

»r,J   ni6 ;  ill?  iliird,   C«ily.  in   iho  Wter  iiM  &f   i^fra.     S«  t"^' 

Primttsts.   vol.    til.;    .ilao  .111  Ariic]^  by  Sri    Frfderlc  Madden.  <"  "* 

GfnUfftfttf'*  AToffAMiti^  iar  iflji  (vol.  ti.  pi.  i,),  p.  34- 
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/  where  Warwick  was  like  an  Independent 
king.  There  the  wedding  was  celebrated  by  the 
Archbishop  of  York>  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  brother. 
Soon  after  it  was  over,  the  duke,  tJie  ear!,  and  the 
archbishop  retLrned  to  England. 

And  niw  it  was  that  the  king,  after  leaving  Nor- 
wich and  visiting  the  famous  shrine  at  Walsingham, 
found  himself  compelled  to  turn  his  sttps  northwards 
and  face  the  insurrection,  that  had  been  secretly 
stirred  up  by  Warwick  and  his  own  brother  It 
appears  by  the  Privy  Seal  dates  that  he  had  reached 
Lynn  on  (he  26th  June.'  He  passed  on  through 
Wisbcach  with  a  company  of  two  hundred  horse  to 
Crowland  Abbey,  where  he  stayed  a  night,  and  sailed 
Trom  thence  through  the  fenny  country  up  the  Nen 
to  his  father's  castle  of  Fotheringay,  one  of  his  own 
favourite  residences.^  From  thence,  when  a  number 
of  troops  had  flocked  to  his  standard  from  all  parts 
of  (he  kingdom,  he  marched  northwards  to  Notting- 
ham ;  where,  apparently,  he  learn-ed,  to  his  no  little 
mortification,  that  his  brother  Clarence  was  in  alliance 
with  the  Ear1  of  Warwick  and  Archbishop  Nevill,  and 
that  it  was  questionable  whether  they  had  not  too 
good  an  understanding  with  the  rebels  in  the  North. 
That  such  was  the  actual  fact  we  know  to  a  certainty. 
The  insurgents  disseminated  papers  complaining  that 
the  kingdom  was  misgoverned,  in  consequence  of 
the  undue  influence  of  the  queen's  relations  and  one 
or  two  other  councillors,  who  had  impoverished  the 
crown  by  procuring  large  grants  of  crown  lands  to 
themselves,  and  who  had  caused  the  king  to  tamper 
with  the  currency  and  impose  inordinate  taxes, 
Worst  of  all,  they  had  estranged  the  true  lords  of  the 
king's  blood  from  his  secret  council,  and  thereby 
prevented  any  check  being  placed  on  their  rapacity 
and  misconduct.* 

'  He  seems  to-  h««6  lefi  NorwitB  on  the  int.     There  are  ftivy  Seals 
diiea  uB  thai  44iy,  nainE  ai  Nijtwicli  aitJ  swnn  ui  Wal«ni[Ji?[ii. 
3  CottfiM.  Ljiriw.  Crffjii.  p.  g|3. 

^  See  ilic   pelLtLon   pnLitcd   \yf  U^lljmll  in  bji  nofes  tA  WmrltaoT^s 
IUl!(,  pp.  47-SI. 
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The  Duke  of  Clarence,  with  Warwick  and  ihe 
ucJibi^hop,  lliid  no  sooner  landed  frifm  Calais,  than 
copies  of  these  manifestoes  were  laid  before  them, 
which  they  took  it  upon  them  to  regard  in  the  light 
of  a   petition   Callling   Upon    the   lords  of   Hnglaru^H 
generally,  and  lheinse]ve.s  in  particular,  to  redress  the^J 
evils  of  the  stale.     They  declared  the  petition  just 
and  reasonable,  promised  to  lay  it  before  Lhe  king, 
and  by  a  proclamation  under  their  signets,  dated  the 
I2th   day  of  July,  called  upon  all   who  loved  tlie 
common  y>ea.\  to  meet  them  at  Canterbury  on  Sunday 
following,  armed  and  arrayed  to  ihe    best  of  thu'r 
power.'     Three  days  before  the  date  of  this  procla- 
mation, the  king  at  Notlingbam  hfld  addressed  letter? 
to  the  duke,  carl,  and  archbishop  separately,  desiring 
credence  for  Sir  Thomas  Montgomery  and   Maurice 
Berkeley,  and  expressing   a   hope  that   the  currtnl 
rumour  as  to  their   intentions  was   erroneous."    A 
hope  altogether  vain.     The  king  was  surrounded  with 
enemies,  and  no  plan  of  action  cOuId  be  anang^d 
among    his   friends.     Herbert,    Earl    of   Pembrolifc 
whom    he    had    summoned    from    \^'ales,   met   ai 
Banbury  with  Humphrey,  Lnrd  Staffoni  of  Soulhwick, 
lately  created  Earl  of  Devonshire,^  who  came  nuiol 
Devonshire  to  do  battle  with  the  rebels,      Bui  the 
two  leaders  had  a  dispute  about  (Quarters  ;  the  Ei^ 
of   Devonshire  withdrew  eight  or  ten   miles   bact; 
and  Sir  William  Conyers,  the  rebel  captain,  who  had 
adopted  the  nanle  Robin  of  Redesdal^. 
came  down  upon  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
and  defeated  him  with  great  slaughter. 
The  earl  himself  and  his  brother  Sir  Richard  HerWrt 
were   taken    prisoners,  and  were   shortly  afterwaids 
put  to  death  at  Coventry,  along  with   Lord  River* 
and  his  son  Sir  Jflhn  W'oodville,  who  were  about  the 
same   time   captured    in    the    Forest    of    Dean    in 
Gloucesterishire.     They  had  parted  from  the  king  in 
alarm  before  he  came  to  Nottingham,  and  Sed  'or 

'  Stc  [he  prackmstjon  immediately  prKcduic  th(  above  (Ktitioi  jn  il" 
1  Mo.  SIA.  ■  Nb.  tV). 
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feljr  towards  IV'ales ;  but  Ihoir  flight  was  to  no 
purpose.  Before  their  execution — ^apparently  some 
time  during  the  month  of  August — lie  king  himself 
was  taken  prisoner  near  Coventry  by  the  ^-i,,  ^^ 
confetierate  lords,  and  led  to  Warwick 
Castle  ;  froiTi  which  place  he  was,  soon 
after  his  committal,  transferred  to  Middleham,  another 
casUe  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  Vorkshire.' 

He  was  shortly  afterwards  released,  and  arrived  in 
London  in  [he  bi^ginning  of  October.  It  was  not 
easy  to  Say  what  to  do  with  such  a  prisoner,  and 
Warwick  thought  it  best  to  let  him  go.  He  had  done 
enough  for  the  present  to  show  his  power  and  wreak 
his  revenge  Upon,  the  Woodvilles  ;  and  Edward,  even 
when  he  was  set  at  liberty,  saw  clearly  that  prudence 
required  him  to  forget  the  affront  and  not  show  him- 
self in  any  way  olTcnded.- 

But  what  kind  of  order  could  have  prevailed 
lughoui  the  kingdom  at  a  time  when  the  king 
was  a  captive  in  the  hands  of  his  own  subjects? 
For  the  most  we  know  nolliing  of  the  facts,  but 
perhaps  we  may  judge  to  some  estent  from  what 
took  place  m  a  small  comer  of  the  coUllty  of  Nor- 
folk. On  Monday  the  itst  August, •''  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  began  to  lay  a  regular  siege  to  sicgoop 
Caistex  Castle.  Sir  John  Paston  was  at  c=i««.  a.p. 
le   time   in    London,   and    his    brother     '*       "^' 

ihn  kept  the  place  as  his  lieutenant.     At  first  the 

Ci^nf.  47pAr?fi.  c^  Crtiyitjn.i,  p\i  ^^g,  551.  Tberc  ire  Privy  Srali  d.itcd 
as  ibc  ind  Autui  al  CnVuj^Dry  :  nn  ThT  <)1h,  iilh,  Ind  ijlh  at  Warwick: 
■od<jv>  ihc  ^jLb  anti  jfiLEi  ^i  MiddicbAni. 

I  Ko.  em 

1  Al  Ih91  VVlULam  W.jtt*iWt|  in  his  Jtinerajy,  p,  j»i,  Kcmtla  LndicaU 
in  very  hati  L;Llin  thai  [he  i^ic^v  bvgan  on  chr  \foiiclD.y  IjeTDre  S(,  ffaiihcilo- 
mvtt'i  t^Vi  ^^^<^^  !'■  14^  wcbJd  be  ■!]«  31^  Au^iul-  Vel  ji  vviy  bcwll4ef- 
iag  •cnitnci:  jiai  )»fui(r  wiiuld  iiiiplj' that  Oie  «cBe  Iweiin  eiihtr  on  the 
Tcfift  of  fl>c  A^AUmpUon  of  \\iv  ViEgin  (15111  .August)  or  on  Si.  Bflrtholo- 
ntwV  D*!  iucir  (iiih  .Ai.ii;usl).  ana  Ihu  ii  lasiflt  Hvc  wcekt  and  Lbm 
dajn.^  Bui  wt  Itno-wi-  tliil  llit  dAirlt  MlrrcnrftrcJ  mi  Ihi  i6th  Scplcmbtj.  So 
tbal  ifibc  dnrallon  of  ibe  ?^iege  was  five  we(k,i  and  (hrrc  dayi  u  inmi  haifc 
tesun  uu  the  ig>b  Aukuii,  j.  jlilferdnt  datit  iiiil.  WillUm  WorcHitr'i- 
kftliil  vf  i^jntijiiJiiiJIy  juiiijig  down  uicjnanind^  in  hn  f4?m[nDnpla.cc  bDokn. 
luu  b«D  of  vrij  ertai  icrum  la  tlit  hiilorii-n  of  ihixliwrdeKd epoch;  bul 
hii  mrimjisnoa  refl-tci  ih«  chajsa^  gf  llw  tuntt  in  ihoir  CDnfnHoa,  iacm- 
titlcDcy,  uul  njntmdiclions. 
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dulce  sent  Sir  John  Heveningham,  a.  kinsman  d* 
Sir  John  Fastoll,  to  demand  peaceable  enlr>*,  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  bought  ttie  manor  from  Fasiolfs 
eitecutor  VeWerlon  ;  hut  on  being  refused  admil' 
tance,  he  surrounded  the  castle  with  a  body  of  jsn 
men.'  Those  within  were  not  wholly  unprepucd 
They  had  rather  more  ihan  a  month's  supply  of 
victuals  and  giinpowder,  but  they  weie  only  > 
handful  of  men.  Sir  John  H^veningham,  who 
was  appointed  by  the  duke  one  of  the  captains  af 
the  besieging  force,  had  hitherto  been  friendly  to 
the  Paslon  family.  He  came  and  visited  old  Agn« 
Paslon  at  Moi'wich,  and  Margaret  Paslon  ihotiglit 
he  might  be  induced  to  show  a  little  favour  "> 
messengers  coming  from  herself  or  her  son  iiii 
John.  Bui  this  he  steadily  refused  to  do,  .inil 
made  a  very  suspicious  suggestion  for  the  settlement 
of  the  controvtrsy,  which  he  requested  Margaret  to 
write  to  her  son  Sir  John  in  London.  Could  not 
the  duke  be  allowed  to  enter  peaceably  on  iivis^ 
surety  to  Sir  Jolin  to  recompense  all  wrongs,  if  tli* 
law  should  afterwards  dedaie  the  right  to  be  in  him? 
'  Be  ye  avised,'  wrote  Margaret,  '  what  answer  ye  """ 
give.'* 

Other  proposals  were  shortly  afterwards  made  on 
the  duke's  behalf,  nearly  the  same  in  character  t»" 
with  somewhat  greater  show  of  fairness.  The  placCi 
it  was  suggested,  might  be  put  in  the  keeping  oi 
indifferent  parties,  who  would  receive  the  prolits  f"' 
the  benefit  of  whoever  should  prove  to  be  the  tnii 
claimant  until  the  right  could  be  determined,  llic 
duke  and  Paston  both  giving  security  not  to  distufb 
these  occupants  in  the  meanwhile.  But  who  could 
be  relied  upon  as  indifferent,  or  what  power  existed 
in  the  kingdom  to  secure  impartiality  at  a  tin* 
when  the  king  himself  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hud* 
of  his  enemies  ?  Margaret  Paston  could  but  fijr«"»™ 
these  suggestions  to  her  son,  with  a  warning  to  lose 


1  /ffit  W.  de  Wore.3is. 
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no  time  in  making  up  his  mind  about  tnem-  '  Send 
word  how  ye  will  be  demeaned  by  as  good  advice  as 
ye  can  get,  and  make  no  longer  delay,  for  they  must 
needs  have  hasty  succour  that  be  in  th«  place  ^  for 
they  be  sore  hurt  and  have  none  help.  And  if"  they 
have  hasty  hslp,  it  shall  be  the  greatest  worship  that 
ever  ye  had.  And  if  they  be  not  holpen  it  shall  be 
to  you  a  great  disworship  ;  and  look  never  to  have 
favour  of  your  neighbours  and  friends  but  if  this 
speed  weli.'^ 

Unfortunately   the    only    relief   which    Sir   John 
Paston  had  it  easily  in  his  power  to  obtain  for  the 
gajriaon  was  rot  in  the  shape  of  succours.     Sii  John 
was  in  London,  and  did  not  know  for  certain  how 
long    they  had    ihe   power    to  hold    out.      But   he 
addressed  his  complaints  to  the  Dake  of  Clarence 
and  Archbishop  Nevill,  who  now  ruled  in  the  name 
of  the  captive  king,  and  one  VV'rittill,  a  servant  of  the 
former,  was  sent  down  to  procure  a  suspension  of 
hostilities,  preparatory,  if  possible,  lo  a  settlement  of 
the  controversy.     Terms  were  agreed  upon  by  the 
lords  in    Londor^  which  it  was  thought   might  be 
honourably  offered  to  both   parties.     Apparently  it 
was  proposed  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  as  a  neutral 
person,  ahould  be  allowed  to  keep  the  place  until  a 
final  decision   had  been  conic   to  by   a  competent 
tribunal.     But  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  after  agreeing 
lo  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  which  only  diminished 
by  so  many  days'  allowance  the  scanty  provisions  of 
ihe   garrison,  utterly  rejected  the  conditions  which 
some  of  his  owo  relations  in  the  king's  council  had 
given  it  as  their  opinion  that  he  ought  not  to  refuse. 
On   the  other  hand,  Sir  John   Paston   in  London, 
fondly  believing  that  the  store  of  victuals  within  Ihe 
place  would  last  a  much  longer  period,  caught  at  an 
eager  hope  of  obtaining  a  message  from   the  king 
which  would  compel  Norfolk  to  withdraw  his  forces, 
_8nd  in  this  idle  expectation  he  was  foolish  enough 
1  No. ««. 
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Id  urge  Writtill   lo   gel   the  IniCe  prolonged  a  fr'^^ 
days    fuTther,       Shoitly   afterwards    he    icccived    ^ 
letter  from  his  mother  which  oQght  to  have  openeci 
his  eyes.     Victuals,  she  informed  him,  vrere  follin^^ 
in  the  garrison  ;  his  broihet  and  the  little  band 
within  stood  in  great  danger;  Daubeneyand  Beme)^.^ 
two  of  their  captains,  were  dead,  and  severaJ  other^dfl 
were  wounded  ;    the  walls  were   severely  batteml^ 
and   the   supply   of   gunpowder   and  arrows   woulc^ 
very  soin   be   exhausted^     Since   VVrittill's  attempt 
at  negotiation  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  had  been  mor^ 
determined  than  ever  lo  win  the  place,  and  with  ^ 
view  lo  a  grand  assault,  whenever  the  truce  should 
expire,  he  had  sent  for  ail  his  tenants  to  be  there  on 
Holy  Rood  day,  the   14th  SeptembeT.     If  Sir   Johr* 
Paston  had  it  in  his  power  to  relieve  the  garrison, 
let  him  do  it  at  once.     If  not,  let  him  obtain  letiers 
from  the  Duke  of  Clarence  or  the  lords  in  London 
addressed  to  the   Duke  of  Norfolk,  to  allow  Ihetn  to 
quit  the  place  with  their  lives  and  goods.' 

Sir  John  Paston  stil!  would  not  believe  that  the 
case  was  desperate.  He  had  repeatedly  declared 
that  his  desire  to  preserve  the  stronghold  was  o- 
ceeded  only  by  his  anxiety  for  the  lives  nf  hi? 
brother  and  those  within.  But  what  evidence  vM 
there  lo  justify  his  mother's  apprehensions?  DaU- 
beney  and  Berney  had  been  aiive  the  SaliirdB^ 
before,  and  since  that  day  no  one  could  have  got 
leave  to  pass  outside.  Truce  had  been  prolonged 
till  Monday  following,  and  he  eacpecled  it  to  he 
renewed  for  another  week.  He  had  heard  fcr 
worse  tidings  before  than  his  mother  told  him  no*. 
As  for  means  of  relief  to  the  besieged,  the  Duke  o( 
Clarence  and  Arcbbishop  Nevill  were  no  longer  in 
London,  but  he  was  expecting  an  answer  from  the 
king  in  Yorkshire,  which  ought  to  arrive  by  WedtMi-J 
day  at  farthest,  and  hts  mother  might  rest  asEUrtdJ 
there  could  not  possibly  be  any  fear  of  victuals 
1  Ngs.  ns-ns- 
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gunpowder  running  short.  When  all  else  failed,  a 
rescue  he  would  certainly  procure,  if  all  the  lands 
he  held  in  England  and  all  the  friends  he  had  would 
enable  him  to  obtain  it.  But  this  was  the  very  last 
remedy  that  could  be  thoii|,'ht  of.  It  would  not 
agree  With  the  attempt  to  get  the  king  or  lords  to 
interfere.  It  would  besides  cost  fulSy  a  thousand 
crowns,  and  how  to  raise  the  money  he  was  not  sure. 
He--  much  could  his  mother  herself  raise  by  mort- 
gage, and  what  friends  could  she  obtain  to  give 
their  aid  ? ' 

Unluckily,   while  Sif  John   Paston  was   devising 
means  how.  after  another  week  or  fortnight's  trace, 
elTeciua!   reli-tf   might  at   last  be   conveyed    to  the 
besieged,  they  were  reduced  to  such  extremities  as 
to  be  compelled  to  capitulate.     Owing     cataur 
to    the  representations    that    had    been      •'"'"»l*r». 
made   in    their    behalf  by   Cardinal    Bourchier  and 
the   Duke  of  Clarence,    Norfolk    allowed    them    to 
pass  out  in  freedom,  with  bag  and  baggage,  horses 
and  harness,  leaving  only  behind  them  th«ir  guns, 
crossbows  and  '  quarrels.'  '■'     Thus,  after  some  weeks' 
suspense  and  the  loss  of  one  valuable  soldier  (Mar- 
garet Paston  was  misinformed  about   Bemey  being 
dead    as   well   as    Davibeney),    the   jjreat    castle    in 
■wrhich   Fastolf  intended  the   Fastens  to   reside  and 
to   found    a   college,    and    which    he    was    anxious 
that    no    great    lord   should   occupy,    fell    into    the 
1-a.ands  of  the  most  powerful  nobleman  of  Eastern 
Elmgland." 

Sir  John  Paston  had  now  lost  the  fairest  gem  of  his 
■nlieritance — or,  as  he  and  his  contemporaries  called 
»t:,  of  his  'livelode.'"'  Hence  it  was  become  all  the 
"^ore  important  that  he  should  see  to  the  remainder. 

»  Wo  an. 

.  Sqian  prramidi  of  iron  vbicli  wrr:  jboi  oul  of  croubam.     The  winti 

**  pfxrenth  niiain  »Ml  was  nriirinnlly  ■7uarre/tvt. 

■   No..  W.  CR. 
^_*  The  nufdem  confiuioD  of  ihii  ward  with  frvtlrhsod-^^  mafd  whicn 
^f^^perljr  medn»  a  lively   con-!i^i.*n— Is  -one   uf   iK*    Thin|ffl    ihai    would  "be 
^''■^•nianabk  did  not  uugc  pari<j[]  everytliiiiB  \tx  bmpuij^e. 
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Just  hefore  the  surrender  of  Calster.  in  ansiftt ' 
his  appeal  to  see  what  money  she  could  taise,  hii 
mother  hy  a  great  effort  obtained  for  him  j£m^  Mi 
sureties,  but  it  was  all  spent  immediately  in  paying  ■fl 
the  discharged  garrison  and  some  other  matWn. 
Ways  and  means  must  be  found  to  obtain  money, 
for  even  his  mother's  rents  did  not  amie  in  as  lliey 
ought  to  have  done,  and  she  expected  to  be  reduced 
to  borrowing,  or  breakinig  up  her  household.  On 
consideration,  lie  determined  to  pari  w-ith  the  manor 
of  East  Beckham,  and  to  ascertain  what  was  liteljlo 
be  reahsed  by  selling  a  quantity  of  wood  at  S]>orl& 
The  sale  of  East  Beckham —with  all  Paston's  lards 
both  in  Ei-it  and  West  Beckham,  Bodham,  Sherring- 
ham,  Beesloii-near-the-Sea,  Runton,  Shipden,  Fel- 
brigg,  Aylmerton,  Siistead  and  Gresham,  places 
which  iie  a  few  miles  to  Che  west  and  south  of 
Cromer — was  at  length  completed  for  the  sum  rf 
loo  marks.' 

Tt  was  unfortunate  for  Sir  John  Paston's  intereiU 
that  at  such  a  time  as  this  he  hsppened  to  haw  » 
misunderstanding  with  his  most  Faithful  bailiff  md 
general  manager  of  his  property,  Richard  Cille. 
The  litle-deede  of  Beckham  were  in  CaJle's  hamli, 
but  he  at  once  gave  up,  when  required,  both  ihest 
and  every  one  of  the  documents  in  his  possessim 
Feiating  to  Paston's  lands,  and  made  a  cleat  acwii" 
of  everything  to  John  Paston  the  younger.'  The 
RicbanJCfliie  coolness  had  arisen  some  mcmlhs  before 
indM»rEt.y  the  siege  ;  the  cause  was  a  very  oW,  oW 
**""■  story,     Richard  Calle  had  presiimcid  to 

fall  in  love  with  Sir  John  Paston's  sister  M. 
Mattery  Paston  Sad  not  disdained  tc  return 
affection.     She  at  once   fell  into  disgrace  wi' 
whole  family.     Her  eldest  brother,  Sir  John,  was  in 
London,  when  he  heard  of  it,  and  it  «&s  insinWttd 
to  him  that  the  matter  was  quite  well  known  lohiJ 
brother  John  and  met  with  his  approval.     John  the 
>  No5.  s>i  saa,  est.  *  No.  as. 
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ytJBnger  hastened  to  disa^Tiw  the  impmation.  A 
littie  diplomacy  had  lieen  used  by  Calle,  who  got  a 
friend  to  inC[uire  of  him  wheihet  tht  engagement 
**s  a  settled  thing,  intimating  that  if  it  were  not  he 
knew  r.f  a  good  marriage  for  the  lady.  Rut  young 
John  saw  through  the  artifice,  and  gave  the  mediator 
W  Jmswer  designed  to  set  the  question  at  rest  fur 
s^r.  '  I  answered  him,'  writes  young  John  himself 
*ohi$  brother,  'that  an  my  father  {whom  Cod  assoil) 
*^te  alive,  and  had  consenleri  thereto,  and  my 
Mother  and  ye  both,  he  should  never  have  my  good- 
T'^Il  tor  to  make  tny  sister  to  sell  candle  and  mustard 
H^  Franilingham.'  If  such  a  prospect  did  not  disgust 
"'siTgery  herself,  it  was  clear  she  must  have  a  very 
**'"ong  will  of  her  Own.' 

.  The  anget  of  her  retations  was  painful  to  bear 
^  the  eKtreme.  For  some  time  Margery  found  it 
J*'fiicuU  to  avow  that  she  had  fairly  plighted  her 
'■^Olh  to  one  who  was  deemed  such  an  unequal 
''la.tch.  For  what  was  plighted  troth  in  the  eye 
t»f  Ood  but  matrimony  itself?  Even  the  Church 
Acknowledged  it  as  no  less  liindfng.  Once  that  was 
ivowed,  the  question  was  at  an  end,  and  no  human 
Ijinds  could  untie  the  knot.  To  interfere  with  it 
fas  deadly  sin.  Hence  Richard  Calle  implored  the 
romAn  of  his  love  to  emancipale  both  herself  and 
lint  from  an  intolerable  position  by  one  act  of  bold- 
less-  'I  suppose,  an  ye  tell  them  sadly  the  truth, 
hey  would  not  damn  their  souls  for  us."'  But  it 
lequired  much  courage  to  take  the  step  which  when 
hken  must  be  decisive.  The  avowal  was  at  last 
bade,  and  though  the  family  would  fain  have  sup- 
iressed  it  or  got  the  poor  girl  10  deny  what  she  said, 
ler  lover  appealed  to  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  to 
nquire  into  the  matter,  and  free  the  point  from  any 
tmbigiiity.  The  bishop  could  not  r(.:fuse.  He  sent 
or  Margery  Pasion  and  for  Richard  Calle.  and 
amined  ihem  both  apart.  He  told  the  former 
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tha.t  he  was  informed  she  loved  one  of  whom 
friends  did  not  approve,  reminded  her  of  the  grcu 
disadvanCftge  and  shame  she  would  incur  if  she  were 
not  guided  by  their  advice,  and  said  he  must  in- 
quire into  the  words  that  had  passed  between  hei 
and  her  lover,  whether  they  amounted  lo  matriniODj 
or  not.  On  this  she  lold  him  what  she  had  said  10 
Caile,  and  added  that  if  those  words  did  not  maie  ii 
sure  she  would  make  it  surer  before  she  left  the 
bishop's  presence,  for  she  thought  herself  in  con- 
science bound  to  Callc,  whatever  the  words  were. 
Then  Calle  himself  was  exa.ni;ned,  and  his  stale- 
meals  agreed  with  hers  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
pledges  given  and  the  time  and  place  when  it 
done.  The  bishop  then  said  that  in  case  ou 
impediments  were  found  he  would  delay  givifl 
sentence  titl  Che  Wednesday  or  Thursday  aP 
Michaelmas.' 

When  Mattery  I'aston  returned  from  her  examlM- 
tion  her  mother's  door  was  shut  against  her.  atiii  the 
bishop  was  forced  to  find  a  lodging  for  her  unlil  iht 
day  ihat  he  was  lo  give  sentence.  Before  that  diy 
came  occurred  the  loss  of  Caistcr.  The  fortunes  of 
the  Paston  family  were  diminished,  and  Sir  Jotui 
began  to  feel  that  he  at  least  could  ill  afford  to  lose 
the  services  of  one  who  had  been  such  a  fiJthfui 
and  allached  dependent.  In  writing  to  his  mother 
he  expressed  11  wish  merely  that  the  marriage  might 
be  put  ofT  till  Christmas.  Calle,  meanwhile,  un- 
married, was  staying  at  BUckborough  Nunnery  near 
Lynn,  where  his  bride  had  found  a.  tentporary  uyluiEi' 
He  was  still  willing  to  give  his  services  to  Sit  ^abn 
Paston,  and  promised  not  to  offer  them  to  any  oita 
unless  Sir  John  declined  them.  They  appoi  t^ 
have  been  accepted,  for  we  find  Calle  one  or  " 
years  later  still  in  the  service  of  the  family.  Bull 
never  seems  to  have  been  recogtiised  as  one  of  i 
members.* 
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The  siege  of  Caister  was  one  of  those  strong  and 
high-handled  acts  which  could  only  have  been  pos- 
sible wh^n,  there  was  re&lly  no  sovereign  authority 
in  the  land  to  repress  and  p-unish  violence.  Acts  of 
very  much  the  same  character  had  been  seen  before 
— the  reader  will  not  have  forgotten  tht  forcible 
ejection  of  John  PasTon's  wife  from  Gresham.  But  ' 
they  had  bean  due  more  especially  to  the  weak  and 
incompetent  rule  of  Henry  Vi.,  and  nol  even  then 
do  we  hear  of  a  place  being  talien  from  one  of  the 
king's  subjects  after  a  five  weeks'  siege  by  a  rival 
claimant.  It  was  evident  that  th«  rebeSlion  of 
Robin  of  Redesdale  had  destroyed  King  Edward's 
power.  The  king  had  ^>een  actually  made  a  prisoner, 
and  the  ascendency  of  the  Woodvilles  had  been 
abolished-  The  Duchess  of  Bedford,  wife  of  the 
lale  Earl  of  Rivers,  had  even  during  the  commotions 
been  accused  of  witchcraft.'  The  Karl  of  Warwick 
enjoyed  hi-s  revenge  in  the  disorganisation  of  the 
whole  kingdom.  He  had  now  made  it  almost  im- 
poKible  for  Edward  to  recover  his  authority  without 
getting  rid  of  him  ;  nor  did  many  months  pass  away 
before  he  stirred  up  another  rebdlion  in  Lincoln- 
ihiw,*  When  that  movement  failed,  he  and  Clarence 
escaped  abroad;  but  it  was  not  many  months  before 
they  reappeared  in  England  and  drove  out  the  king, 
Henr>'  vi.  was  proclaimed  anew,  and  for  worwiek  ih* 
tEe  space  of  a  short  half-year  Warwick  Kingmnker. 
the  Kingmaker  governed  in  the  name  of  '  "' '"°' 
that  sovereign  in  whose  deposition  ten  years  before 
he  hawj  been  one  of  the  principal  agents, 

We  have  but  a  word  or  two  to  say  as  to  matters 
affecting  the  family  history  of  the  Pastons  during 
this  brief  interval.  At  the  siege  of  Caister  two  men 
of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  were  killed  by  Appeal  ..f 
the  fire  of  the  garrison.  The  duke's  ™oi.idci«, 
council,  DOt  satisfied  with  having  turned  the  Pastons 
out,  now  prompted  the  widows  of  these  two  men  to 
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sue  aa  'appeal'^  against  Jolin  Faslon  and  those 
acted  With  tiLiiL  A  true  bil!  wa;  also  found,  agaii: 
them  for  felony  ai  the  Norwich  session  of  June  U70i' 
in  which  Sir  John  Paston  was  included  as  an  accc»- 
sory;  but  iht  indictment  was  held  to  be  void 
some  of  Paston's  friends  on  ihe  ground  that  iwo  i 
the  jury  would  not  agree  to  it.  This  objection  f 
presume  must  have  hvtin  hi^ld  sufficient  to  <)tmh 
the  proceedings  in  tliJs  form,  of  whicli  we  hear  w 
more."  Th«  'appeal,'  however,  remained  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  as  we  sh;dl  see  hy  and  by- 

With  respect  to  the  title  claimed  by  Sir  Joha] 
I'aston  in  Caister  and  the  performance  of  FaslolPs] 
CoawfBmi*      "i".  3   compromise  was   arranged  mill'' 

tauOiiiiB  Bishop  Wayiifletc,  who  was  now  teccc- 

Fasloirs  wilt,  .      ,  "^  ■;  '  ,.  ^1 

nnea  as  sole  executor.     !t  was  agreed 

that  as.  the  whole  of  Fastolfs  lands  in  Essex,  Surrey,  [ 
Norfolk,  and  Suffolk  had  been  much  wasted  by  the 
disputes  between  the  esecutors,  the  manors  should 
be  divided  fjetween  Sir  Johii  Paston  and  the  bishop- 
the  former  promising  to  surrender  the  litic-deeJs  ai 
all  except  the  manor  of  Caister.  The  project  o(  a 
college  in  that  place  was  given  up,  and  a  foundation 
of  seven  priests  and  seven  poor  scholars  in  Mag- 
dalen College,  Oxford,  was  agreed  to  in  its  plat<r.' 
Soon  afterwards  the  Uuke  of  Norfolk  executed  a 
release  to  the  bishop  of  the  manor  of  Caistcf  and 
all  the  lands  conveyed  to  him  by  Yelverton  acuJ 
Howes  as  executors  of  Sir  fohii  Fastolf,  a£!cno»- 
ledging  that  the  IrargHin  made  with  them  was  con- 
trary to  Fastolfs  will,  and  receiving  from  the  biihop 
the  sum  of  500  marks  for  the  reconveyance.  Thel 
duke  accordingly  sent  notice  to  his  sen-anti  and 
tenants  to  depart  out  of  the  manor  as  soon  as  llwy 
could  conveniently  temove  such  goo'ls  and  fumitufi 
as  he  and  they  had  placed  in  iL' 

I  An  Appeal  of  murfter  Was  d  cribiinal  |ir«»<cu.iion  ihilJttiLvJ  iif  '^ 
ne«.r«l  tcIbliciii  ijflht  murdrrcii  prrwin.  and  n  pardall  ffocn  IhrkuJitTHfJ 
nol  Ik  pltJldcd  iii  hjrof  Ihj-  prrtttt!. 
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Thus  by  the  mediation  of  Bishop  Waynflete  the 
long-standing  disputes  were  nearly  settled  during  the 
period  of  Henry  vi.'s  brief  restoralion.  But,  pcob^bly 
in  consequence  of  ihe  disturbed  state  of  the  country 
and  the  return  of  Edward  tv,,  tJie  duke's  orders  for 
the  evacuation  ofCaister  were  not  immediately  obeyed) 
and,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  the  place  remained  in 
Norfolk's  possession  for  the  space;  of  three  whole 
years, 

About  this  time,  if  not  a  year  or  two  later, 
Sir  John  Paston's  aunt,  HUzabeth  Poynings,  ter- 
minated her  widowhood  by  marrying  Eiuahoiii 
Sir  George  Browne  of  Ettchworth  Castle  Poynio^i 
in  Surrey.  We  have  already  seen  how  '""""^ 
she  was  dispossessed  of  her  lands  soon  after  hei 
first  husband's  death  by  the  Countess  of  Northumber- 
land. They  were  afterwards  seized  by  the  Crown  as 
forfeited,  and  granted  by  patent  to  Edmund  Grey, 
Earl  of  Kent,  but  without  any  title  having  been  duly 
found  for  the  king.  The  Earl  of  Kent  after  a  time 
gave  up  possession  of  them  to  the  Earl  of  Essex, 
but  this  did  not  make  things  pleasanter  for  £lLt:a- 
bcth  Puynings  ;  while  olhci  of  her  lands  were 
QCeupied  by  Sir  Robert  Fenys  in  violation,  as  she 
alleged,  of  her  husband's  will.'  The  date  of  her 
second  marriage  was  probably  about  the  end  of  the 
year  147 1.' 

Th€sc  matters  we  are  bound  to  mention  as  inci- 
dents in  the  history  of  the  family.  Of  Elizabelh 
Paston,  however,  and  her  second  husband  we  do 
not  hear  much  hencetorward  ;  in  volume  iii.  of  the 
Letters  the  domestic  interest  centres  chiefly  round 
the  two  John  Pastons,  Sir  John  and  his  brother, 
Thus  far  we  have  only  cariied  the  readei  to  the  enc) 
of  volume  ii. 
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Changes  and  Counter-changes 


Within  the  space  of  ten  brief  years  Edward  iv. 
had  almost  succeeded  in  convincing  the  world  tlial 
he  was  no  more  capable  of  (;overning  Eilg.iaiid  thaii 
the  rival  whom  he  had  deposed.  Never  did  gambler 
ReciiicM  throw  away  a  fortune  with  more  leciless- 

govcramtni       ncss  than  Edward  threw  away  the  advan- 
■m   I*,    j^g^g   which    it   had    cost   him   and  his 
friends  so  much  hard  fighting  to  secure.     Jusl  "^hen 
he  had   reached  the  summit   of  his   prosperitj',  hi 
alienated  the  men  to  whom  it  was  mainly  due,  and 
took  no  care  to    protect   himself  against  the  coi 
sequentea  of  their  concealed  displeasure.     The  Em*' 
of  Warwick  took  him  prisoner,  then  released  him, 
then  stirred  up  a  new  rebellion  with  impunity,  ind  ™ 
finally,  returning  to  England  once  more,  saipttsei*B 
and   drove  him  out,  notwithstanding  the  warnings^ 
of    his    brother-in-law,    the    Duke    of    Burgundy. 
Henry   vi.    was   proclaimed    anew,    and    the  cause 
of  the  House  of  York  seemed  to  be  lost  for  ever. 

It    was    not    so,    however,    in    fact.       Adversi' 
quickened   Edward's  energies   in  a   manner  aimoS' 
miraculous,  and  in  a  few  months  he  recovered  hii 
kingdom  as   suddenly  as    he   had   lost   it.      Bui  it 


n, 

I 


Itingaom  as   suaoeniy  as    nc   naa   lost   it.      uui  "^ 
was  not   easy  to  helieve,  even  after  his  most  foPjM 
midable  enemy  had   been  slain  at   Ba.riiel,   that  t™ 
king    who    had    shown    himself   so    careless  could 
maintain  himself  again  upon  the  throne.      I'esidts, 
men  who  desired  a  steady  govemmem  had  rested 
all  their  hopes  in  the  restoration  of  Henrj'  vi.,  and 
had  found  the  new  state  of  matters  very  promising,     ^ 
jusl  before  Edward  reappeared.     The  king,  it  migt^H 
have  been  hoped,  would  be  governed  this  time  ^^^ 
the  EarJ  of  ^Va^wick,  and  not  by  Queen  Marg&riJt 
the  Pijioni      T'he    Pastons,    in    particular,    had   vei^, 
favour  special   leasons    to   rejoice    in    Henr)'^ 

Hei'D'  n.         restoration.     They  had  a  powerful  frie 
in  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  whose  influence  with  Henry 
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Ttad  the  Earl  of  Warwick  stood  very  high.  Owing 
partly,  perhaps,  to  Oxford's  interctssion,  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  had  been  obliged  to  quit  his  hold  of 
CaisLer,  and  Sir  John  Pastcn  had  been  reinstated  in 
possession.'  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Notfolk 
sued  to  Oxford  as  humbiy  a^  the  Pasions  haci  hctin 
accustomed  to  sue  to  them,  and  the  eari,  frum  the 
very  first,  had  been  as  careful  of  the  interesis  of  this 
latnily  as  if  they  had  been  his  own.  Even  in  the 
first  days  of  the  revolution — probably  before  Edward 
was  yet  driven  out  —he  had  sent  a  messenger  to  ihe 
Duchess  of  Norfolk  from  Colchester  when  John 
Paston  was  in  London  on  a  matter  which  concerned 
him  alone.  The  family,  indeed,  seem  at  first  to 
have  ijuilt  rather  extravagant  (Expectations  upon  ihe 
new  turn  of  affairs,  which  John  Faston  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  repress  in  writing  to  his  mother.  '  As  for 
tlie  offices  that  ye  wrote  lo  my  brother  for  and  to 
me,  they  be  for  no  poor  men,  but  I  trust  we  shall 
speed  of  other  offices  meetly  for  us,  for  my  master 
the  Earl  of  Oiiford  hiddelh  rae  ask  and  have.  1 
trow  my  brother  Sir  John  shall  have  the  conslable- 
ship  of  Norwich  Castle,  with  ^£"10  of  fee.  All  the 
lords  be  agreed  to  it.'- 

Certainly,   when    they  remembered    the  Joss    of 
Caister,  which  they  had  now  regained^when  they 
rcca.lled  his  inability  to  protect  them  against  armed 
aggression,  and  the  dijappointment  of  their  expecta- 
tions of  redre.ss  against  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  for  the 
attack  on  Ihe  lodge  at  Hellesdon, — the  Pa-stons  had 
little  cause   to  pray  for  the  return  of  Edward  iv. 
They  were  completely  committed   to  the  cause  of 
Henry;  and  Sir  John    Paston  and  his   sj^r^ha 
brother  fought,  no  doubt  in  the  Earl  of  PMionard 
Oxford's  company,  against  King  Edward   ■',;',u''i!l«i. 
al  Barnet.     Both  the  brothers  came  out  "f  B«rntr, 
of  the  battle  ahve,  but  John  Paston  wus     '  ' '"'' 
wounded  with  an  arrow  in  the  right  arm.  beneath  the 
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elbow.'  His  wound,  however,  was  not  of  a  very  serious 
character,  and  in  little  more  than  a  fortnight  he  las 
able  to  write  a  letter  with  his  own  hand."  A  niort 
seriuiis  consideration  was,  how  far  the  family  pio 
spects  Were  injured  by  tlie  part  they  had  ukeo 
against  what  seemed  now  to  be  the  winning  side 
Perhaps  they  might  be  effectually  befriended  bj 
theii  cousin  Lomner,  who  seems  to  have  adhereri 
to  Edward,  and  whu  had  promLsed  them  his  good 
offices,  if  required.  But  on  the  whole  the  Paston&did 
not  look  dc-spoiidirtgly  upon  the  situation,  a.nd  r&lba 
advised  their  cousin  Lomner  not  lo  commit  hinn5elf 
too  much  lo  the  other  side,  as  timi.-g  might  chan^if. 
'  I  beseech  you,'  writes  Sir  John  Paston  to  his  mother, 
'  on  my  behalf  to  advise  him  to  bt  well  aware  of  liii 
dealing  or  language  as  yet;  for  the  world,  1  en&ute 
you,  is  fight  qufta^y,  as  ye  ^hall  know  within  ttiis 
month.  The  people  here  foireth  it  sore.  God  hath 
showed  Himself  marvellously  like  Him  that  made  all, 
and  can  UJido  again  wheii  Him  list,  and  I  cait  think 
that  by  all  likelihood  He  shall  show  Himself  as  niir- 
vellous  again,  and  that  in  short  lime.''^ 

In  point  of  fact,  Sir  John  Paston,  when  he  wrote 
these  words,  had  already  heard  of  iht-  landing  of 
Queen  Margaret  and  her  son  in  the  west,  so  thai 
another  confiict  was  certainly  impending.  His 
brother  John,  recovering  from  liis  wounds,  but 
smarting  severely  in  pocket  from  the  cost  of  his 
surgery,  looked  forward  to  it  with  a  sanguine  hope 
that  Edward  would  be  defeated.  '  Wiih  God's 
grace,'  he  writes,  'it  shall  not  be  long  ere  my  wrongs 
and  other  men's  shall  be  redressed,  for  the  world  k« 
never  so  hke  lo  be  ours  as  it  is  now.  Wherefore  I 
pray  you  let  Lomner  not  be  too  busy  yel.''  The 
issue,  however,  did  not  agree  with  his  expectatiorss. 
Four  days  later  was  fought  the  battle  of  Tewkesbury,* 
>  No.  eea         >  t^v.  tit.         mctm.         « Na,  fit 

^  In  conn^cuoni  with  ilila  l>uiLtt,  we  h'avc  1n  Ku.  ^i  litla  of  ttie  prLnci 
HncTi!!  Iiillcd  and  bchesried  aUti  ihe  fiRhl.  -ind  of  lit  bnithti  nn^  I 
King  Sdttiu'il  upa:n  iht  liiUd.  rhla  dobuioenl  liu  ncrci-  bccu  iiub' ' 
btfae. 
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which    Mai-garet    was  -  defeated,  and    her    saiu 
though  taken  alive,  put  to  death  upon  Tl«ti*iijerf      i    .    ^ 
the  ficM.     Shonly  afterwards  she  herself  ■^'*''^"^"'^-    *J       f 
surrendt-red  as  a  prisoner,  while  het  chief  captain, 

meiTET,  wa*  behtaded  by  th^  conqueror  The 
Lancastrjoa- pori^  atoA  com^ikldly  ~  ciuhl»ed ;  and 
"before  three  weeks  were  over.  King_  Henry  him- 
self had  ended  hia  days— no  doubt  he  was  murdered 
-^WifliiQ  the  Tower.  Ldward,  instead  of  being 
driven  out  again,  was  now  seated  on  the  throne 
more  firmly  than  he  had  ever  heen  before  ;  and  the 
Paston  brothers  had  to  sue  for  the  king's  pardon  for 
le  part  they  had  taken  in  opposing  him. 

Under  these  circumstances,  il  was  only  natural 
that  the  Dulce  of  Norfolk,  who  had  been  forced  to 
Telinquish  his  claim  to  Caister  under  the  government 
of  Henry  vi,,  should  endeavour  to  reassert  it  against 
one  who  was  in  the  eye  of  the  law  a  Caiiiu  rei*!™™ 
rebel.     On  this  oceasion,   however,  the  by ihroiike 

,    ,        ,       ,  ,  of  NorfcU-. 

duke  had  recourse  to  stratagem,  and  one 
of  his  servants  suddenly  obtained  possession  of  the 
place  on  Sunday,  the  23rd  June.'  It  is  remarkable 
that  we  have  no  direct  reference  in  the  letters  either 
to  this  event,  or  to  the  previous  reinstatement  of  Sir 
John  Paston  during  the  restoration  of  Henry  vi.  ; 
but  a  statement  in  the  itinerary  of  William  Worcester 
and  Sir  John  Paslon's  petition  to  the  king  in  1475  ' 
leave  no  doubt  about  the  facts.  After  about  six 
months  of  possession,  the  Pastons  were  again  driven 
out  of  Caister." 

The  Pastons   had  need   of  friends,  and  offers  of 
jendship  were  madu  to  them   by  Earl 
Rivers,  formerly  Lord  Scales.     The  fn-  J^|,hh*" 
gagcment  of  Sir  John  Paston  to  Rlvers's   fri!inlibip. 


'  W.  Wyn-   llln   3«a,  t  N0.  768. 

■  AIibDujjh  the  i^a  at  (hit  etpnliiian  CMiiIrl  nnl  Iw  itiihcTEd  from  Ihc 

■  f  r»crril,i5  JaW,  horrLF  itlTiiioQ  to  il  wiJi  )ft  found  in  Ltifcr  673,  b-y  i*l»ich 
Ktmt  rh.tl  a.  hont  ofjuhr  Px^ion'v  bad  been  left  ai  C^jsi^r,  which  ibe 

ikly  en-Jcava urrd  In  rvcl^kiin  fiy  pitlcn'iiTlif;  ihni  11  vl'o.^  ti'l^  i>rolhcr 
^  ImiiniCs.  John  Paston,  however.  Ktaa  tu  Imvt  prefcrr<:i.l  that  the 
Juke'>  mill  ihDUld  letp  Ihe  dniiiiil,  ill  <hc  hept  iltai  (hry  »Du!d  make 
oUict  ccncutlcini  of  greWcr  value. 
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kinswomsu.  AhrtC  Hauie,'  Mill  held;  and  tboUgl 
there  was  some  talk  of  breaking  it  off,  the  earl  wz 
willing  10  do  what  lay  in  his  power  in  behalf  both* 
of  Sir  John  and  of  his  brother-  The  latter  was  nol 
very  grateful  for  his  offer,  considering,  apparenity, 
that  ihe  earl's  influence  with  (he  king  was  not  what 
it  had  been.  '  Lord  ScaSes,'  he  said,  for  so  he  con- 
tinued to  call  him,  'may  do  least  with  the  great 
master.  But  he  would  depart  ovt^r  ihe  sea  as  iiastily 
as  he  may ;  and  because  he  weeneth  that  I  would 
go  with  him,  as  1  had  promised  him  ever,  if  he  had 
kept  forth  his  )ourney  at  that  time,  this  is  the  cause 
th&t  he  will  be  my  good  lord,  and  hs\]f  to  get  my 
paiiion.  The  king  is  not  best  pleased  with  him,  for 
that  he  desireth  to  depart;  insomuch  that  the  king 
bath  said  of  him  that  whenever  he  hath  most  to  do, 
then  the-  Lord  Scales  will  soonest  ask  leave  to  depart, 
and  weeneth  that  it  is  most  because  of  cowardice.' * 

Earl  Rivers,  in  fact,  w.-ts  st  this  time  meditating  a 
voyage  to   Portugal,  where   he   meant  to   go  in  an 
expedition   against   the    Saracens,   and    be   actually 
embarked  on  Christmas  Eve  following.''     His  friend- 
ship, perhaps,  may  have  been  unduly  depreciated  by 
the  younger  brother ;  for  within  twelve  days  John  ■ 
Paston  actually  obtained  the  kind's  signature  to  a.  ■ 
warrant  for  his  pardon.     This,  it  is  true,  may  have 
been  procured  without   his  mediation  ;  but  in  any 
case  the  family  were  not  in  the  position  of  persons 
for  whom  no  one  would  intercede.     They  had  still 
so   much  influence  in  the  world  that   within  three 
months  after  he  had  been  a  second  time  dispossessed 

1  After  the  publicaLion  of  vol.  ii-,  t  >/riis  favoul'ed  Iry  Mj.  J.  R.  Scutf 
vifh  a  uanKript  uf  in  old  pcizlifTct,  which  coffifinncd  niy  <anjvciiivt 
Ihfli  AtBftt  Haure  wan  nSc  dfiuaUct  of  Willijijii  Haitie,  ft"hc4E-  uHn-UiC 
ifciLb  Jfjan»  diiu^'hicr  of  Sit  Richard  WiKid^iJlJB,  is  referred  (q  in  the 
Ej^fr^Ia  /Jistffrjcjt.  p.  o^g.  She  was,  lhcr«foT«.  (he  niiec«  of  Atchuil. 
Eu-t  ftiv«»,  and  cwtin-gi^mftn  <tf  Edwvl  "v.'*  queen.  I<  nppcaf*  *bo 
that  shn  hu£  »  Bi^ur  nuned  Alice,  who  wa  mafrivd  lo  Sir  lahn  Fi^ge  at 
i^^fcr^,  Xruuiirci  "f  ihC'  Hnu^clt-jEil  lo  Sdwor-d  iv.  Tfaii  Sir  foha  FogiE 
wu  the  Riaii  whom  Rkh^ard  n\.,  iuving  prvviously  r*nrd«d  him  Ak  ■ 
ileully  cnvmy,  »C(ii  For  out  of  uinciuary^  and  rocit  puMitJy  by  ib«  Ih^n^  •! 
bii  urcd^ion,  in  mkcn  that  be  had  fbcgoitcn  allold  jrnjiJ];u- 

a  NO-B72.  »Nui   ese,  AST' 


I 


INTRODUCTION 


CCCI 


'  of  Caister,  Sir  John  made  a  serious  effort  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  might  not  siij.  fawon 
be  induced  to  let  him  have  it  l>ack  again.  S^I'J^rfj" 
This  he  did,  as  was  only  natural,  through  fcik  ta  c;» 
the  medium  of  his  brother  John,  whose  ^^^<^'''-'"- 
former  services  in  the  duke'a  household  gave  him  a 
claim  to  be  heard  in  a  matter  touching  the  personal 
interests  of  the  family.  John  Faston,  however, 
wiscEy  addressed  himself,  on  this  subject,  rather  to 
the  duchess  than  to  the  duke ;  and  ihougli  he  re- 
ceived but  a  slender  amount  of  encouragement,  it 
was  euougli,  for  a  lew  iiionthti,  just  (o  keep  his  hopes 
alive.  'I  cannot  yet,'  he  writes,  'make  my  peace 
with  my  lord  of  Norfolk  by  no  means,  yet  every 
man  telleth  me  that  my  lady  saycth  passing  well  of 
me  always  notvfithstanding.'  This  was  written  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  147a,  just  seven  months 
after  Sir  John's  second  expulsion  from  Caister.  But 
the  Pastons  continued  tlieir  suit  for  four  years  more, 
and  only  recox'ered  possession  of  the  place  on  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk's  death,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter.^ 

The  Paston  Brothers 

John  Pa^Ion  obtained  a  'bill  of  pardon'  signed 
by  the  king,  on  Wednesday  the  lyih  July.  This, 
however,  wa?  not  in  itself  a  pardon,  but  ^^ 
Only  a  warrant  to  the  Chancellor  to  give  uwdonio 
him  one  under  the  Great  Seal.  The  Trt"  P"'™> 
pardon  with  the  Great  Seal  atlarrhed  he  hoped  to 
obtain  from  the  Chati«llrtt  on  the  following  Friday, 
Meanwhile  he  wrote  home  to  his  mother  to  let  no 
one  know  of  it  but  I-ady  Calthorpe,  who,  for  some 
reason  not  explained,  seems  to  havt  betn  a  confi- 
dant in  this  particular  matter.^  Perhaps  this  was  as 
well,  for  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  pardon  was  not 
sealed  that  Friday,  nor  for  many  a  long  week,  and 
even  for  some  months  after.  It  seems  to  have  been 
promised,  but  it  did  not  come.  At  Norwich  some 
I  Una.  PS,  688,  SH.  *  Na.  M4. 
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one  c:a!]«(l  John  Pxslon  ttaitor  and  sought  to  pick 
quarrels  wilh  him  ;  and  hov  far  he  could  rei^  upon 
the  protection  of  the  law  was  a  question  not  free 
from  anxiety.  His  brother  Sir  John  urged  him  to 
take  steps  to  have  the  pardon  made  sure  withoul 
delay ;  but  it  was  only  passed  at  lengih  upon  the 
7th  of  February  following,  nearly  seven  months  aifler 
the  king  had  signed  the  biil  for  it  His  brother,  Sir 
John,  obtained  one  on  the  iist  December' 

But  John  Pascon  stood  in  another  danger,  from 
which  even  a  royal  psrdon  could  noi  by  law  prwect 
The«ppeaior  him.  Thc  'appeai''of  the  two  widows 
liic  indg*v  stii]  |ay  against  him.  The  blood  of  their 
husbands  cried  for  vengeance  on  the  men  who  had 
defended  Caister,  and  especially  upon  the  capuin  of 
the  garrison.  Their  appeal,  however,  was  suspected 
to  proceed  from  the  instigalioti  of  others  who  would 
Fain  have  encouraged  them  to  keep  it  up  longer  than 
they  cared  to  do  themselves.  Sir  John  Fasten  had 
information  from  some  quarter  which  led  him  to 
believe  thai  they  had  both  found  husbands  again, 
and  he  recommended  his  brother  to  make  inquiry, 
as  in  that  case  the  appeals  were  abated.  With 
regard  to  one  of  them,  the  intelligence  turned  out 
to  be  correct.  A  friend  whom  John  Paston  asked 
la  go  and  converse  with  this  wotitan,  the  wido*  of 
a  fuller  of  South  Walsham,  reported  that  she  was 
now  married  to  one  Tom  Steward,  dwelling  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Giles  in  Norwich.  She  confesaed  t* 
him  that  she  never  sued  the  appeal  of  her  own 
accord,  '  but  thai  she  was  by  subtle  craft  brought  to 
the  New  Inr  at  Norwich,  And  there  was  Master 
Southwell;  and  he  entreated  her  to  be  my  lord's 
widow  by  the  space  of  an  whole  year  next  following; 
and  thereto  he  made  her  to  be  bound  in  an  obliw 
tion.  And  when  that  year  was  past  he  desired  her 
to  be  my  lord's  widow  another  year.  And  then  she 
said  that  she  had  liever  lose  that  that  she  had  done 
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to  lose  thai  and  more ;  and  therefore  sht  said 
plainly  that  she  would  no  more  of  ihat  matter  ;  and 
50  she  took  her  ar  husband,  which  ia  the  said  Tom 
Steward-  And  she  saith  that  it  was  full  sore  against 
h<r  will  that  ever  the  matter  went  so  far  forth,  for 
she  had  never  none  avail  thcreof»  but  it  was  sued  to 
her  great  labor  and  loss,  for  she  had  never  of  my 
load's  council  but  barely  her  costs  to  London.' ' 

The  other  widow,  however,  had  not  married  again 
Sii  John  had  ims^ned.  With  her  the  right  of 
appeal  still  remained,  and  she  was  induced  to  exer- 
cise it  In  this  she  yeems  to  have  been  encouraged 
by  the  DuWe  of  Norfolk,  simply  for  the  sake  of  giving 
trouble  to  Sir  John  Paston  ;  for  though  it  was  his 
brother  and  the  inen  with  him  who  were  the  most 
direct  cause  of  her  husband's  death,  the  appeal  was 
not  prosecuted  against  them,  but  again§t  him  only. 
In  the  following  January  the  widow  went  up  to 
London,  and  loo  shillings  were  given  her  to  sue 
with.  What  came  of  the  affair  then  we  have  no 
further  record.  Sir  John  Paston  was  warned  of  his 
danjier  both  by  his  mother  and  by  his  brother;  so 
perhaps  iie  foutrd  the  means  to  induce  her  to  forbear 
pTOceeding  further  An  argutneni  that  has  often 
enough  stopped  the  course  of  justice  would  doubtless 
hare  been  efficacious  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  purely 

Mlious  prosecution.     But  it  may  be  that  the  case 
as  actually  heard,  and  Sir  John  Paston  acquitted.' 

In  a  social  point  of  view  the  year  of  Edward  jv.'$ 
restoration  was  not  one  of  gladness.  The  internal 
peace  of  the  kingdom  was  secured  by  the  two  sharp 
battles  of  Barnet  and  Tewkesbury,  and  by  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Bastard  Falconbridge  after  his  attempt 
on  London,  but  the  land  was  visited  with  pestilence 
and  the  mona!ily  waj  severe.  Hosts  of  c,n»i 
pilg;rim5  travelled  through  the  country,  Momliiy. 
^^er  lo  escape  the  prevailing  infection  or  to  return 
for  their  recovery  from  illness.     The  king  and 
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queen  went  on  pilgrimage  to  Canterbury  ;  and  nevei', 
it  was  said,  liad  there  been  so  many  pilgrims  at  & 
timeJ  '  It  is  the  most  universal  death  that  ever  F 
wist  in  England,'  says  Sir  Jlohn  Pasion  ;  'for  by  Biy 
troiith  1  cannot  hear  by  pilgrims  that  pass  the 
country  that  any  boiough  town  in  England  is  free 
from  tliat  siclcne^JS.  God  cease  it  wben  tt  pleaseth 
Him  !  Wherefore,  for  God's  sake  let  my  mother  take 
heed  to  my  young  brethren,  that  they  be  in  none 
place  where  that  sickness  is  reigning,  nor  that  th«y 
dispoit  not  with  none  other  young  people  which 
resorteth  where  any  sickness  is  ;  and  if  there  be  any 
of  that  sickness  dead  or  infect  in  Norwich,  for  God's 
sake  let  her  send  them  to  some  friends  of  hers  into 
the  country,  and  do  ye  the  same  by  mine  advice. 
Let  my  mother  rather  remove  her  household  into 
the  country.'  - 

The  pUgue  continued  on  till  the  beginniog  of 
winter-  Margaret  Paston  does  not  seem  to  ba»e 
removed  into  the  country,  but  in  writing  to  her  soo 
John  in  the  beginning  of  November  she  notes  the 
progress  of  the  enemy.  'Vour  cousin  Bemcy  of 
Witchinghani  is  passed  to  God,  whom  God  assoylef 
Veyl's  wife,  and  London's  wife,  and  Picard  the  baker 
of  Tom  bland,  be  gone  also.  All  this  household  and 
this  parish  is  as  ye  left  it,  blessed  be  God :  We  live 
in  fear,  but  we  wot  not  whither  to  flee  for  to  be 
better  than  we  be  here.'^  In  the  same  letter  Mm- 
garei  Paston  speaks  of  other  troubles.  She  lud 
Money  been  obliged  Co  borrow  money  for  Iter 

mauetj.  son  Sir  John,  and  it  was  redemanded. 
The  fortunes  of  the  family  were  at  a  low  ebb,  and 
she  knew  not  what  to  do  without  selling  her  woods 
— a  thing  which  would  seriously  impair  the  value  of 
Sir  John's  succession  to  her  estates,  as  there  were  so 
many  wood  sales  then  in  Norfolk  that  no  mani»is 
bkejy  to  give  much  more  than  within  a  humited 
marks  of  their  real  value.  She  therefore  urged  Sir 
1  No.  en.  *  No.  67S.  '  No.  8lt- 
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John  in  his  own  inWTesl  to  consider  what  he  could 
do  to  meet  the  difficulty.  Already  she  had  done 
much  for  him,  and  was  not  a  little  ashamed  that  it 
was  known  she  had  not  rtservetl  the  means  of  pay- 
ing the  debts  she  had  incurred  for  him.  Sir  John, 
however,  returned  for  answer  that  he  was  utterly 
unable  to  make  any  shift  for  the  money,  and  Mar- 
garet saw  nothing  for  it  but  Che  humiliation  ot  Sf^lling 
wood  or  land,  or  even  furniture,  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. '  It  is  a  death  to  me  Co  think,  upon  it.'  she 
wrote.  She  felt  strongly  that  her  son  had  noi  the 
att  of  managing  with  economy— that  he  spent  double 
the  money  on  his  affairs  that  his  father  had  done  in 
matters  of  ihe  same  character,  and,  what  grieved  her 
even  mure,  that  duties  which  £lial  pride  ought  to 
have  piously  discharged  long  ago  h&d  been  neglected 
owing  to  his  extravagance.  '  Al  the  reverence  of 
God,'  she  writes  to  his  younger  brother  John, 
'advise  him  yet  to  beware  of  his  eiipenses  and 
guiding,  that  it  be  no  shame  to  us  all.  It  is  a 
ahame  and  a  thing  ihaL  is  much  spoken  of  in  this 
country  that  your  father's  gravestone  is  fgf^„  p,„oi,-, 
not  made.  For  (iod's  love,  let  it  be  re-  gnveiioiie. 
membered  and  purveyed  in  haste.  There  hath  been 
much  more  spent  iu  wa»le  than  should  have  made 
that.'  Apparently  direct  remonstrances  had  failed 
lo  tell  upon  Sir  John  otherwise  than  to  make  him 
peevish  and  crusty.  She  therefore  wrote  to  his 
younger  brother  instead.  '  Me  thinketh  by  yoitr 
brother  that  he  is  weary  to  write  to  me,  and  there- 
fore I  will  not  accuniber  him  with  writing  to  him. 
Ye  may  tell  him  as  I  write  to  you.' ' 
Thriftleas,  extravagant,  and  irresolute.  Sir  John 

I  Na»>  iBli  US.  fn  jus.iice  la  ^ir  Jabn  Pasiou  it  thould  be  nicnlioncd 
^hxt  he  had  b«n  niRkiiia  inf] nines  tu'»  inoriKi  boroT«  nsioGhfi  dmttniiattt 
«(  ibenuc  ovar  hi>  'iiilicr'i  ^tbve  di  Rninibv1iii.nviilLiUc  fua  monaoKnl. 
— S«c  So.  8T8.  Mor(  ihun  five  i-enn,  howtvrr,  ha/1  t1ap»«!  lines  hii 
fatbcr'adcsifh,  iin4  cwn  (WD  ycam  nhn  uji^  ihc  IQiah  waa  rt-n  .^UEndc^l  W, 
■t  *■■  find  l>y  re|icaieil  i^trnimenU  on  ibc  nibjetl.— S>k  Not.  7SS  snd  T6lk 
TllU  Tail  teller  liS!.  lH-eT»  acH  iJcuLully  iLii9pl.ic.fd,  mtd  U  rfaElj'  o(  the  ytmr 
t4^9,  ojk  will  be  ftbotiirii  here^irier. 
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Fasten  was  not  [he  man  to  succeed,  either  in  raone; 

^,   i,  matters  or  in  anvthint;  else.     No  wonder, 

Sll  John  ,  11-  ■   1         . 

Fanonand        then,    thai   nis  engagemeni   vnth   Aiine 
Ani«HM.K.      Haute  became  unsatisfactory,  apparenliy 
to  both   parties  alike.      The   manner  in   which 
speaks  of  it  at  this  time  is  indeed  ambiguous;  b 
there  eaji  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  end  both  parti< 
desired  to  be  released,  and  were  for  a  long  time  onl; 
restrained  by  the  cost  of  a  dispensation,  which 
necessary  to  dissolve  even  such  a  contract  as  iheii 
It  would  not  have  been  surprising,  indeed,  if  on  the 
restoration    of    Edward    iv.    Lord    Rivera    and    the 
queen's  relations  had  shown  themselveE  unfavouTable 
to  a  match  between  their  kinswoman  and  on«  who 
had  fought  against  the  king  at  Bamet.     But  wheth' 
this  was  the  case  or  no  we  have  ri>  positive  evidcBi 
to  show.     Only  we  know  that  in  the  course  of  this' 
year  the  issue  of  the  matter  was  regarded  as  uncer- 
tain.    In  September  Sir  John  Paston  wnles  thai  he 
had  almost  apuken  with   Mrs.  Anne  Haute,  but  had 
not   done    so.     'Nevertheless,'   he  says,   'this  nul 
term  I  hope  to  take  one  way  with  her  or  other.    She 
is  agreed  to  speak  with  me  and  she  hopeth  to  do  w 
ease,  as  she  sailh,'  ^ 

Six  weeks  later,  in  the  end  of  October,  the  stale  of 

matters  is  reported,  not  by  Sir  John  Paston  but  by 

his   brother.      '  As  for   Mrs.  A,   Haullc, 

the   matter  is  moved    by  divers  of  the 

queen's  council,  and  of  fear  by  R.  Haultv;  blithe 

would  it  should  lie  first  of  our  motion,  and  we  wouio 

it  should  come  of  them  first — our  matter  should  t* 

A.O.  m;i,       the  better.'^     In  February  foliowiflg  Sir 

F=i'-  John  was  admitted  to  another  inten/ie* 

with  the  lady,  but  was  unable  to  bring  the  maiief 'o 

a  decisive  issue.     'I  have  spoken.'  he  says,  '*'"'' 

Mrs.  Anne  Haulte  at  a  pretty  leisure,  and,  blesMo 

be  God,  we  be  as  far  forth  as  we  were  lofore,  and  so 

1  hope  we  shall  continue.     And  I  promised  htl  tlut 
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at  the  next  leisure  tha.t  I  could  find  thereto,  that  I 
would  come  again  and  see  her,  which  will  take  a 
leisure,  as  I  deem  now.  Since  this  observance  is 
overdone,  I  purpose  not  to  tempt  Cod  no  more  so.' ' 

A  year  later,  in  April  1473,  he  saj-s  thai  if  he  had 
had  six  days  more  leis-iire,  he  'would  have  hoped  to 
have  been  delivered  of  Mrs.  Anne  Haulte.  Her 
rrieiuls,  the  queen,  and  AtclifiV  he  writes,  'agreed  to 
common  and  conclude  with  me,  if  I  can  find  the 
mean  lo  discharge  her  conscience,  which  I  trust  to 
God  to  do.'^  But  the  dischat^e  of  her  conscience 
required  an  application  to  the  Court  of  Rome,  and 
this  involved  a  very  unsentimental  question  of  fees. 
'I  have  answer  again  from  Rome,'  he  wntes  in 
November  following,  'that  there  is  the  well  of  grace 
and  salve  sutliicieni  for  such  a  sore,  and  that  1  loay 
be  dispensed  with  ;  nevertheless  my  proctor  there 
askeih  a  thousand  ducats,  as  ht  deemeth.  Bui 
Master  Lacy,  another  Rome  runner  here,  which 
knoweth  my  said  pioctor  there,  as  he  saith,  as  well 
as  Bernard  knew  his  shield,  sayeth  that  he  meaneth 
but  an  hundred  ducats,  or  two  hundred  ducats  at 
the  most;  wherefore  after  this  cometh  more.  He 
wrote  to  me  also  i/uoii  Papa  hoc  faeit  hodUrnU  ditbus 
multodem  (that  the  Pope  does  this  nowadays  very 
frequently).'* 

Here  we  lose  for  a  while  nearly  all  further  trace  of 
the  matter..  Nothing  more  seems,  to  have  been  done 
in  it  for  a  long  time  ;  for  about  fourteen  months 
later  we  find  Sir  John  PasCon's  mother  still  wishing 
he  were  'delivered  of  Mrs.  Anne  Haulte,'^  and  this 

"  No.  890.  -5  No-  7H,  "  No.  T3S. 

*  Mo.  791  Sorne  tnonch^  bcfoie  the  liioe  w3icn  b«  him^lf  uprufvpd  iTiat 
bop«  of  Iwing;  driivrrcd  frair  his  eu^Etgcmejlt,  I  mcef  vjl^  a  jKtv^d^t  of  ml  iter 
doutilful  jiicaiiirg  in  ■  Itirti  (oSii  JuSn  Pmlun  from  bi«  broiher.  Tlitre  ii 
■  \stAy  in  tLi«  cdise,  1>L]T  the  l.'Ldy  ls  not  iijiinci^.  Juhn  Pa^t.-n  ha&  delivered 
la  ber  a  ring  whkh  he  IbiI  mwh  difncullyin  InducinE  ho-  [o  take.  Kui  lie 
pcoiai»«  tliM  Sir  John  tholl  b*  htl  irut  Vnicht,  aljj  3lc  in  return  pn.miws 
t«bcDi(?Te  BEhii<  commuidm^iii  r^^n  ax.  any  )cr>i^litVin  England,  ''ny  lord  ' 
aoepied.  'And  thnt  ye  shall  htII  iind«rsund  '  (so  John  PuEd.ii  rupon^  (h« 
nwiMse)  '  'S yn  buw  aught  to  do  whtrcin  ^he  iwiy  W  in  helper;  -for  there 
mtu  tv«er  krti^hl:  di<1  to  \av^.\\  cc^t  on  her  .uyr  h^vp  donv-'^'CNo.  T08-)  J I 
1^  uHHiyinou  luly  Kant  HauJte  once  more?     W^  ttjc  rioa  Ul  ctlBAKe- 
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is  all  wc  hear  about  it  tmtil  after  an  interval  of  two 
years  mors,  when,  in  February  1477,  £ir  John  re^rls 
that  the  matter  between  him  and  Mrs.  Anne  Katilte 
had  been  'snre  broken"  t&  Cardinal  Bourchier,  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  (Hastings),  and  himself,  aiid  that 
he  was  '  in  good  hope-' '  Finally,  in  August  follow- 
ing, he  expects  that  it  '  shall,  with  God's  grace,  this 
berm  lie  at  a  perfect  end.'^  After  th>:i  we  hear 
nothing  more  of  it.  The  pre-contract  between  Sir 
John  and  Anne  Haulte  seems  therefore  to  have  been 
at  last  annulled  ;  and  what  is  more  remarkable,  after 
it  had  been  so,  he  was  reported  to  be  so  influential 
at  Court  that  another  marriage  was  offered  him 
'right  nigh  of  the  Queen's  blood.'''  His  molbel. 
who  writes  to  him  on  the  subject  in  May  1478,  bad 
not  been  informed  who  the  lady  was,  and  neither 
can  we  tell  the  reader,  We  on!y  know  for  ccrtail) 
that  such  a  marriage  never  touk  effect. 

John  Paston,  too,  had  his  love  affairs  as  well  as  hii 
brother,  but  was  more  fortyriate  in  not  being  bound 
foJin  Pasiofi-s     helplessly  to  one  iady  for  a  long  series  of 
1d«  affairs        yeiTs.    In  the  summer  of  1471,  he  seems 
to  have   been  endeavouring   to  win  the  hand  of  a 
certain  Lady  Elitabeth  Bourchier ;  but  here  he  did 
not  prosper,  for  she  was  married  a  few  months  later 
to  Lord  Thomas  Howard — the  nobleman  who  more 
than  forty  years  after  was  created  Duke  of  Norfolli 
by  King  Henry  vm,  for  his  victory  aver  the  Scoliit 
FJodden.*     As  to  his  (orthcr  proceedings  ift  searrJi 
of  a  wife,  we  shall  have  occasion  lo  speak  of  the" 
hereafter. 

Property  was  at  all  times  a  matSer  of  more  import- 
ance than  love  to  that  selfish  generation ;  it  'Js 
plainly,   avowedly    regardeH"  By   every    oRe  as  the 

Ffient  ring  retuTlied?  Aad  d'A  Jicy  thus  bmk  otT  rela£iOD»  "^l-^  Tf^ 
iriher.  rclainiii.!^  muliulcttccm?'  L^i  at  hope  IhU  U  the  caplaiulio'S  ■•'r 
mdccd  I  ijiimjii  even  ebinU  ^i>iuLp]«,  Lul  thai  Ibt  Ivi^y  urn"  1""^  ^?f^ 

Hauhe  baviilK  borh  l^fc  «■■  HD-y  tunc, 

'  No.  Tse.  '  N.!  aos. 
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principal  point  in  marrying.  In  the  royal  family 
B-t  this  V€Ty  time,  the  design  of  Kiehard,  ^  „  ^ 
I?ulte  of  (ilooccster,  to  marry  the  widow 
■of  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  awoke  the  cu.ncT"d 
je&lousy  of  his  brother  ClaJenee.  For  ciioucf"' 
the  lady  was  a  younger  sister  of  Clarence's  Own  wife, 
and  cohdr  to  her  father,  Warwick  the  Kingmaker; 
and  since  the  death  of  lliat  great  ear!  at  Karnet, 
Clarence  seems  lo  have  pounced  on  the  whole  of 
his  immense  domains  without  the  slightest  regard 
even  to  the  rights  of  his  widow,  who,  indeed,  was 
now  in  disgrace,  and  was  living  in  sanctuary  at 
Beaulieu.  The  idea  of  being  compelled  to  share 
the  property  with  his  brother  was  a  thing  that  had 
never  occurred  to  him,  and  he  could  not  endure  the 
thought.  He  endeavoured  to  prevent  tht  proposed 
marriage  by  concealing  the  lady  in  London.'  Dis- 
putes arose  between  the  two  brothers  in  consequence, 
and  thciugh  they  went  to  Sheen  together  to  pardon, 
it  was  truly  suspected  to  be  ■  not  all  in  charity.'  The 
king  endeavoured  to  act  as  mediator,  and  entreated 
Clarence  to  show  a  fair  amount  of  consideration  to 
his  brother;  but  his  efforts  met  with  very  little 
success.  '  As  it  is  said,'  writes  Sir  John  Faston, 
'he  answereih  that  he  may  well  have  my  lady  his 
sisfer-in-law,  but  they  shall  part  no  hvelodt!,' — the 
elder  sister  was  to  have  all  the  cnheritancci  and  the 
younger  sister  nothing  !  No  wonder  the  writer  adds, 
"So  what  will  fail  can  I  not  say.'*  What  did  fall, 
however,  we  know  partly  from  the  Paston  Letters 
and  partly  from  other  sources.  The  Duke  of 
Gloucester  married  the  lady  in  spite  of  his  brother's 
threats.  The  dispute  about  the  property  raged 
violently  more  than  two  years,  and  almost  defied 
the  king's  efforts  to  keep  his  two  brothers  in  subjec- 
tion. In  November  1473  wc  find  it  'said  for  certain 
that  the  Duke  of  Clarence  maWcth  him  big  in  that 
can,  showing  as  he  would  but  deal  with  the  Duke 

■  CW^ii,  Cireii.  s/':r«jlaivl.  %.%■).  "*  No.  SBO. 
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of  Gloucester;  but  the  king  intendeth,  in  escbei 
all  tnconvenie-nts,  to  be  as  big  as  ihey  both,  and 
be  a  styffeler  atween  them.  And  some  men  ihii 
that  under  this  there  should  be  some  other  ihii 
intended,  and  some  treason  conspired.'  Sir  JobrT 
Pasion  again  did  nol  knew  what  tn  make  of  it,  and 
was  driven  to  reiterate  his  former  remark,  *So  whw 
shall  fall  can  I  noE  say.''  He  only  hoped  the  two 
brothers  would  yet  be  brought  into  agreement  by  the 
king's  a  ward.  ^ 

This  hope  was  ultimat'ely  realised.     Clarence  at 
last  consented  with  an  ill  will  to  let  his  sister-in-law 
have  a  share  in  her  father's  lands ;  and  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  by  a  special  Act  of  Parliameot  for 
the  division  of  the  property.*    To  satisfy  the  rapacity 
of  the  royal  brothers,  the  claims  of  the  Countess  of 
Warwick   were  delib^rateEy  set  aside,  and  the  Act 
expressly  treated  her  as  if  she  had    been  a  dead 
woman.     So  the  matter  was  finally  settled  in  May 
1474,     Vet  possibly  the  Countess's  claims  had  some 
influence  in  hastening  this  settlement ;  for  aboul  i 
twelvemonth  before  she  had  been  removed  from  ha 
sanctuary  at  Beaulieu  '  and  conveyed  northwards  by 
Sir  James  Tyrell.     This,   it  appears,   was  not  done 
avowedly    by    the    king's    command  ;    nevertheless 
rumour  said  that  it  was  by  his  assent,  and  also  tblt  ■ 
it  was  contrary  to  the  will  of  Clarence.*  ' 

Even  so  in  the  Paston  family  love  affairs  gire 
place  at  this  time  to  que.^tioTis  about  property,  >n 
which  their  interests  were  very  seriously  at  stake. 
Not  only  was  there  the  great  question  between  Sir 
John  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  about  Caistcr,  but 
there  was  also  a  minor  question  aboul  the  manorof 
Saxthorpe,  the  particulars  of  which  are  not  very 
clear.  On  the  wth  July  1471,  Sir  John  Paston 
made  a  release  of  Saxthorpe  and  Titchwelil  and  some 
other    portions    of    the    Fastolf    estates,    to   Dind 

1  Ni!  731.  a  Nu.  73!.  '  AWii  tf  Pa^l.  vi.  IM< 
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Husband    and    William    Gyfford ;'    but    this    was 

probably  only  in  the  nature  of  a  trust,  lor  it  appears 
thst  he  did  not  intend  to  give  up  his  interest  in 
the  property.  In  January  following,  ^.n.  ,,7., 
however,  William  Gurney  entered  into  J»"' 
Saxthorpe  and  tndeavourtd  to  hold  a  court  there 
for  the  lord  of  the  miinor.  But  John  j^i,^  panoo 
Fasten  hearinc  of  what  was  doiiic,  went  micrrupi' 
thllhcr  accompanied  by  OI>e  tnan  only  to  coun  x 
protect  his  brother's  interest,  and  charged  SuLhinpfc 
the  tenants,  in  the  presence  of  Gurney  himself  and 
a  number  of  his  fdends,  to  proceed  DO  further.  The 
protest  was  effective  so  far  as  to  produce  a  momentary 
pause  ;  but  when  it  was  seen  that  he  had  only  one 
man  with  tiim,  the  proceedings  were  resumed ;  on 
which  John  Paston  sat  down  by  the  steward  and 
blotted  his  book  with  his  finger  as  he  wrote,  and 
then  called  the  lepants  to  witness  that  he  had 
effectually  interrupted  the  court  in  his  brother's 
right.^  Gurney,  however,  did  not  give  up  the  game, 
but  warned  another  cnnn  to  be  kept  on  Holy  Rood 
day  (May  3rd,  the  Invention  of  the  Holy  Cross). 
when  he  would  have  collected  the  half-year's  rents 
from  the  tenants.  The  Court  was  held,  but  before  it 
was  half  over  John  Paston  appeared  again  and 
persuaded  him  to  stay  proceedings  once  more,  and 
to  forbear  gathering  money  umil  he  and  Sir  John 
Paston  should  confer  together  in  London.  It  seems 
to  have  required  some  tact  and  courtesy  to  get  him 
to  consent  to  this  arrangement ;  for  Henry  Heydon, 
the  son  of  the  old  ally  of  Sir  Thomas  Tuddenharci, 
had  raised  a  number  of  men-at-arms  to  give  Gurney 
any  assistance  that  might  have  been  necessary,  but 
the  gentle  demeanour  of  John  Paston  left  him  no 
pretext  for  calling  in  such  aid.' 

The  real  claimant  of  the  manor  agiinst  Sir  John 
Paston  was  Waynflete,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  of 
whom,  almost  immediately  after  this,  Henry  Heydon 
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bought  both  Saxchorpe  aiid  Ticchwdl.      Sii  John 
Poston,  apparetidy,    had    been   caughl    napping  as 
usual,  and  knew  nothing  oi  the  Epwisactioo.     Hia 
mother  wrote  to  him  in  diismay  on  the   jth  Jime. 
Voung  Heydon  liad  already  taJkCn  possession.     '  W^_ 
beat  the  bushes,'  sa.i<j   Margaret   Paslon,  'and  hav^H 
the  loss  and  the  disworship,  and  other  men  havt  ih^^^ 
birds.     My  lord  hath  false  counsel  and  simple  tbat 
advisetii  him  thereto.     And,  as  it  is  told  me,  Outofi 
is  hke  to  j-o  the  same  vra.y  in  haste.     And  as  for 
Hellesdon  and  Drayton,  I  trow  it  is  thejc  it  shall  be. 
What  shiil  fall  of  the  remnant  God  knowt-ih,— 1 
trow  as  evil  or  worse," ' 

John  Fasinn  in  like  manner  writes  on  the  same 
day  (hat  Heydoti  was  sure  of  Sawhoj-pc,  and  Lad.; 
Boleyti  of  Guton."     Sir  John  Pastun  was  letting  lh« 
family  propen)"  slip  out  of  his  fingers,  while  on  the 
other  hand  he  wa-i  running  into  debt,   and  in  his 
straitened   circumstances   he  was  considenng  whai 
he  could  sell.      His   mother   had   thieatenwl  if  fct 
parted  with  any  of  his  lands  to  disinherit  him  of 
double  the  amount ;  -^  so  he  was  looking  out  for  i 
purchaserof  his  wood  at  Sporle,  which  he  was  propos- 
ing to  cut  dowrt."    But  by  far  the  most  sefious  flintter 
of  all   was  Caister;  'if  we  lose  that,' said  Margaret 
Paston,  '  we  lose  the  fairest  flower  of  our  garland' 
To  her,  loo,  it  would  be  peciiliariy  annoying,  to 
she  expected  to  have  httle  comfort  in  her  own  lariily 
mansion  at   Mautby,   if  the   Duke  of   Norfolk.  W 
possession  of  Caisler  Only  three  miles  off,*     On  this 
subject,  however.  Sir  John  Paston  does  not  appof 
Sirjolin  to   have  been  remiss.     It   was  the  lirsi 

■"^""tV^  thing  that  occupied  his  thoughts  alte 
ruicrtd  ID  '^  he  had  secured  his  pardon.  In  th^ 
'''"■  beginning  of  ihe  ya&i  he  had  been  "ill' 

Archbishop  Nevill,  who,  though  he  had  been  ^ 
disgrace  and  committed  to  the  Tower  just  after  the 
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tttle  of  Bftrnec,  secme  at  this  time  again  to  have 
had  some  influence  in  the  world,  at  his  residence 
called  the  Moor.  By  the  archbishop's  means 
appacemly  he  had  received  his  pardon,  and  hfl'd 
■spent  a  merrier  Christmas  in  consequence ;  and  he 
wrote  to  his  mother  That  if  he  could  have  got  any 
ftSSUraTlceof  hii\'ing  Caister  restored  to  him,  he  would 
have  come  away  al  once."  But  it  vfas  not  long 
t»efore  ihe  archbishop  again  got  into  trouble.  He 
was  Ortce  more  cofiducted  to  the  Tower,  and  two 
days  afterwards  ai  midnight  he  was  put  on  board 
a  ship  and  conveyed  out  to  sea.*  Nothing  more 
th^fefore  W3S  to  be  hoped  for  from  the  archbishop's 
friendship;  but  Sir  John  Paston  did  not  cease  to 
use  what  means  lay  in  his  power.  His  brother  made 
incessant  applicatiotis  on  his  behalf  to  the  Dychess. 
of  Norfolk,  and  to  the  duke's  council  at  Framlingham. 
To  be  reinstated  Sir  John  was  wilhiig  to  make  the 
dulte  a  present  of  £^^,  an  offer  which  the  council 
acknowledged  was  'more  than  reasonable.'  If  the 
matter  were  their  own,  they  gave  John  Paston  to 
understand,  ihey  could  easily  come  to  an  under- 
niing  with  him,  but  my  lord  was  intractable. 
le  duchess  herself  declined  to  interfere  in  the 
iiTter  until  my  lord  and  the  council  were  agreed, 
and  the  latter  said  that  when  they  had  mooted  it  to 
the  duke  'he  gave  them  such  an  answer  that  none 
of  them  all  would  leSl  it,'  They  suggested,  however, 
that  the  duke  might  be  swayed  by  more  mfluential 
opinions,  and  that  if  Sir  John  could  get  my  Lord 
Chamberlfiin  Hastings,  or  some  other  nobkman  of 
mark  to  apeak  to  the  duke  in  his  favour,  there  was 
great  probability  that  he  would  attain  his  object.^ 

A  favourable  opportunity,  however,  presented  itself 
shortly  afterwards  for  urging  a  petition  for  justice 
on  the  duke  himself.      After   ten  years  th*  Duche« 
or  more  of  married    lift;  the    Duchess  ofNorfoik 
Norfolk   wa.s  al  length   with   child.       Duke  and 
■  Ha.  (BT-  <  No.  m.  '  No.  7n. 
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duchess  received  everywhere  congratulations  ftom 
their   friends   and   dependants.       Among    the    rest 
Sir  John  Paston  offered  his  to  my  lady  herself,  in  i. 
vein  of  banter  Ihitt  seems  slightly  to  have  ofTendeil 
her.  though  not  perhaps  so  much  by  its  grossnets. 
which  was  excessive,  as  by  the  undue  familiarity 
exhibited  in  such  a  tone  of  address.'     The  Duke  of 
Norfolk.  WHS  ^oing  to  be  with  his  wife  on  the  occasion 
of  her  lying-in,  and  John  Paston,  as  an  old  sen-ant 
of  the  family,  went  to  ffive  his  attendance  at  Fram- 
lingham.     It  was  resolved  that  the  utmost  should  be 
made  of  the  opportunity.     John  Paston  drew  up  i 
petition  in  beh^f  of  his  brother  to  present  to  the 
duke,  while  Sir  John  Paston  himself,  then  in  London, 
obtained  letters  from  the  king  to  both  the  duke  and 
duchess,  and  also  to  their  council.     The  king  serins 
to  have  been  particularly  interested  in  the  case.  Mid 
assured  Sir  John  that  if  his  letters  were  ineffectual 
justice  should  be  done  in  the  matter  without  dettV' 
The  letters  were  despatched  by  a  special  messenger, 
'a  man  of  worship'  in  high  favour  with   the  king 
himself.     With  such  powerful  influence  engaged  oo 
his  behalf,  most  probably  Sir  John  did  not  care  to 
ask  for  letters  from  IjDrd  Hastings,  which  hisbrothn 
was  even  then  expecting.     But  he  suggested,  if  my 
lady's   lying-in    should     be   at    Norwich    instead  of 
Framlingham,  that  his  mother  might  obtain  adtnil- 
tance  to  her  chamber,  and   that   her  persuasions 
would  be  of  considerable  use.' 

The  duchess  was  confined  at  Framlingham,  Bud 
gave  birth  to  &  daughter,  who  received  the  name  o* 

Birth  »f  a       Annc.     VVaynfletc,  Bishop  of  WinchesteJ. 

diughiM.  came  down  lo  christen  the  child,  and  he, 
too,  took  an  opportunilv  during  his  brief  stay  to  J*!' 
a  word  lo  my  lady  about  Caister  and  the  claim  of 
Sir  John    Paston  to  restitution.     But  exhortations, 

I  Nq^.  TOS,  TOi. 

»  N,3^  TM,  TOS,  7115,  108,  TIS.  .'^f  al.p  N».  T6f.  fhieh  by  »  n^F 
limdveri'ntc  I|3' hFcn  pul  in  ibtycarii;;  intteait  orriTS.  Tbt  prclnr 
tmrj  no[ci>  corrcci  cxccpl  cu  Ed  she  y»r. 
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■rjj'*-!    letters,  and  all   were  thrown  away  upon 
-J**e  of   Norfolk.     My   lady   promised   secretly   to 
^'^^lier  person  to  favour  Sir  John's  suit,  but  the  fact 
Ver  giving  such  a  promise  was  not  to  be  com- 
^^r^icated  to  any  one  else.     John  Paston  was  made 
^  \in comfortable  as  possible  by  the  manner  in  which 
his  representations  were  received.     '  I  lei  you  pJainly 
wit,'  he  wrote  to  his  brother,  '  I  am  not  the  man  I 
was,  for  1  was  never  so  rough  in  my  master's  conceit 
as  I  am  now,  and  that  he   lold   me  himself  before 
Richard  Southwell,  Tymperleyf  Sir  W.  Brandon,  and 
twenty  more;  so  that  they  that  lowered  row  laugh 
upon  me. ' ' 

But  although  all  arts  were  unsuccessful  lo  bend 
the  will  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  on  this  subject. 
Sir   John   Paston  seems  to  have  enjoyed  c-  t  l   n   . 

,        i  ■.  1       1-     ,  1       1  Sir  John  Paslon 

the  favour  and  approval  of  the  duchess  wetnotntsT 
in  offering  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  f"'^""'""- 
borough  of  Matdon  in  the  Pariiameni  of  1472.  His 
biend  James  Arblastei  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  bailiff  of 
MaJdon  suggesting  the  great  advantage  il  would  be 
to  the  town  to  have  for  one  of  their  two  burgesses 
'such  a  man  of  worship  and  of  wit  as  were  towards 
my  said  lady,'  and  advising  all  her  lenarils  to  vote 
for  Sir  John  Paston,  who  not  only  had  this  great 
qualification,  but  also  posses.sed  the  additional  ad- 
vantage of  being  in  high  favour  with  ray  Lord 
Chamberlain  Hastings."  There  was,  however,  some 
uncertainty  as  lo  the  result,  and  his  brother  John 
stiggested  in  writing  to  him  that  if  he  missed  being 
elected  for  Maldon  he  might  be  For  some  other 
place.  There  were  a  dozen  towns  irt  England  that 
ought  to  return  members  to  Parliament  which  had 
chosen  none,  and  by  the  influence  of  my  Lord 
Chamberlain    he    might    get   returned    for   one    of 


lem. 


In  point  of  fact,  1  find  that  S 
3t  returned  foi  Maldon  to  the 


]hn  Paston 

Parliament 


472 


iNcTU. 


•No.  TOO. 


*No.TOl. 


eecKvi       THE    PASTON     LETTERS 

and  whether  he  sit  for  any  other  borough  I  am 
certain,  though  there  is  an  expression  in  the 
spondencp  a  little  later  that  might  lead  one  to  suppose' 
so.'     But  that  he  went  up  to  London  We  know  by 
a  letter  daled  on  the  4th  November;'  and  thoUfli 
he  went  to  Calais,  and  even  visited  the  court  of  dte 
Dulte  and   Duchess  of  Burgundy  at  Ghent  earty  i^ 
the  following  year,  when   Parliament  was  no  long 
jiitting,  he  had  returned  io  London  long  before 
had  ended  its  second  session  in   April    147J.* 
IS  also  clear  that   he  took  a   strong  interest  in  its 
proceedings;    but    this    was    only   natural      That. 
Parliament  was  summoned  avowedly  to  provide 
the  safety  of  the  kingdom.     Although  the  Earl 
Warwick  was  now  dead,  and   Margaret  of  Anjou 
prisoner  at  Wallingford,*  and  the  line  of  Htnri 
extinct,   it    was   still   anticipated    that    the   Bail  of 
Feaiof        Oxford   and   others,    supported    by  the 
iKvauoii.      power  of  France,  would  make  u  desceni 
upon  the  coast.     Commissions  of  array  were  issufd 
at   various  times  for  defende  against   appreheiidal 
invasion.^      Infomialion   was   therefore   laid  before 
Parliament  of   the  danger   in   which    the  kingdom 
stood  from  a  confederacy  of  the  king's  '  ancient  an<3 
mortal  enemies  environing  the  same,'  and  a  messngc 
was  sent  to  the  Commons  to  the  effect  that  the  king 
intended  to  equip  an  expedition  in  resistance  of  iheit 
malice,"     The  result  was  that,  in   November  H"'i| 
the  Commons  agreed  to  a  levy  of   13,000  archcft, 
and  voted  a  tenth  for  their  support,  which  was  to  be 

I  His  name  Joc5  nol  aiiptiir  in  nny  ofihc  orfgiTial  leliinii  picM:iiiJ  i""*"  j 
Rec6n!  OUtc  ;  bul  lh*vj»rt  wrtainlywry  ifBi*rf*ci,  anil  i-^mr  ofihanire  ; 
not  ifcry  Legible,     The  Iwo  hurEt^&Et,  rcLurncd  (of  Mjklilan  ittrt  Wilfi^  " 
Putill  ind  Willi^m  AlKon.     I  finil,  hanetet,  IhM  Wilharn  Pitlaii,  t" 
bably  Sicjohn't  und",  n-ai  miirntd  fpr  NcvaMttc-uadn-L]™*- 

3  r^c^puld  »carisly  h,ave  r?rume<!  fffuna  Chlaj^  id  lime  for  liit  aprfi^^  j 
itut  laiion  on  ihe  Bih  Fcbrann'' 3ii  bF  was  ii  Caluton  Lhe  jnl.  lalM*! 
nothing  aboti I  *'LHninj^  ]iumt  at  thai  dal^:, —  No.  TIT-  *  No,  OT- 

*  PatcDl,  7tli  Much,  ii  Edw.  iv,.  p,  i,  neintH.  ij  and  itiitdrrai  "•' 
loth  Mny,  p,  1,  m,  13  iW  of**Tfl. 

*  Bvcn  on  iri  rai  Junt,  four  nioaih>  befoie  Par liimmi  mti,  •*  ••» 
CoEUDijttboiia  iutjbj  (0  cfTtun  ma>1vf-&  of  ibi[u  to  talf«  tulor<  for  liw  1^^  i 
gains  ayasd.—Faftiii  SiK,  ti  Edw.  IV.,  p.  i,  m.  loi's  ^fit. 
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levied  before  Candlemas  following.'  An  income  and 
property  lax  was  not  a  p(;rniani:nt  institution  of  our 
ancestors,  but  when  it  came  it  pressed  heavily  ;  so 
that  a.  demand  of  two  shillings  in  the  pound  was  not 
at  all  unprecedented.  A  higher  tax  had  been 
imposed  four  years  before,  and  also  in  1453  by  the 
Parliament  of  Reading,  Still,  a  sudden  demand  of 
two  shillings  in  tht;  pound,  to  be  levied  within  the 
□exi  four  months,  was  an,  uncomfortable  tiling  to 
meet ;  and  owing  either  to  its  unpopularity  or  the 
di&iculty  of  arranging  the  cnachinecy  for  its  collection, 
it  was  not  put  in  force  within  the  time  appointed. 
Bat  in  the  following  spring,  when  the 
Parliament  had  begun  its  second  session,  '*'°'  "^'' 
collectors  were  named  throughout  the  country,  and 
it  was  notified  that  aonie  further  demands  were  to 
be  made  upon  the  national  pocket.  On  the  26th 
March,  John  Paston  writes  that  his  cousin  John 
Blennerhasset  had  been  appointed  collector  in 
Norfolk,  and  asks  his  brother  Sir  John  in  London 
to  get  him  excused  from  serving  in  'that  thankless 
office,'  as  he  had  not  a  foot  of  ground  in  the  county. 
At  the  iiame  time  the  writer  expresses  the  sentiments 
0/  himself  and  his  neighbours  in  language  quite 
sufficiently  emphatic:^'!  pray  God  send  you  the 
Holy  Ghost  among  you  in  the  l^ailiament  House,  and 
rather  the  Devil,  we  say,  than  ye  should  grant  any 
more  taxes-'*  Unfortunately,  before  the  Parliamtnt 
ended  its  sittinga,  it  granted  a  whole  fifteenth  and 
tenth  additional.^ 

At  this  time  we  find  that  there  was  a  little  un- 
pleasant feeling  within  the  Paston  family  circle. 
Margarel   Paston   had  several  times  ex-  . 

pressed  her  discontent  with  the  thriftless      ""yi*"- 
extravagance  of  her  eldest  son,  and  even  the  second, 
John,  did  not  stand  continually  in  her  good  graces. 
A  third  brother,  Edmund,  was  now  just  coming  out 
in  life,  and  as  a  preparation  for  it  he  too  had  to 

I  Xt/l,  efPtrl.  vi   4.  »  Mo.  TM.  f  KolU  i/Pari.  »l  » 
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endure  continual  reprooTs  ^nd  Temonstnnces  frois 
his  mother.  Besides  these  there  were  ai  home  ifcree 
other  sons  and  ona  daughter,  of  whom  we  shall  speak 
hereafter  The  young  gentraUon  apparenlly  was  i 
Uttle  loo  much  for  the  lone  widow  ;  and,  6nding  hei 
elder  sons  not  very  satisfactory  advisers,  she  did  what 
lone  women  are  very  apt  lo  do  under  such  ciTcum- 
stances — took  counsel  in  most  of  the  affairs  of  this 
life  of  a  confidential  priest.  In  fact,  she  was  a  good 
and  pious  woman,  to  whom  in  her  advancing  years 
this  worhl  appeared  more  and  more  In  its  true 
character  as  a  mere  preparation  for  the  nent.  She 
had  now  withdrawn  from  city  life  at  Norwich,  and 
was  dwelling  on  her  own  family  esute  at  Maulbjr._ 
Bodily  iulirmities,  perhaps— though  we  hear  nothir 
explicitiy  said  of  them^made  it  somew-hal  le£$ 
for  her  to  move  about ;  and  she  desired  to  obtain  ; 
lirence  from  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  to  have 
sacrament  in  her  own  chapel.'  She  was  also  thinkir 
we  know,  of  getting  her  fourth  son  Walter  educate 
for  the  priesthood  ;  and  she  wished  her  own  spiritui 
adviser.  Sir  James  Gloys,-  to  conduct  hira  lo  Oxford, 
and  ^ec  him  put  in  the  right  way  to  pursue  his  studies 
credilablv.  She  hoped,  she  said,  to  have  more  joy 
of  him  than  of  his  eider  brothers;  and  though  she 
desired  him  to  be  a  priest,  she  wished  him  not  to 
take  any  orders  that  should  be  binding  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  four-and-twenty,  '1  will  love  him 
better,'  she  said,  'to  be  a  good  secular  man  than  9^ 
lewd  priest.'^  ^H 

But  the  influence  of  this  spiritual  adviser  over  thei^^ 
mother  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  two  eldest 

'  No.  TU      Shr  repcnlk  ihc  rtf>?ut9i  rftt^rc  (l^^n  iwa  ytm^  Intrp,  and  dairfi 

vfideftvnur  irt  ^»c^  it  of  (h*  ArchhUhop  erf  CanlcttujTy,  'for  thai,'  kIi« 
""it  itiL  mo^i  turc  for  all  pbi:^'^.'— No.  TU. 

S  W-e   aughl,    i^erhapit   iO   Wv*   evpTnine^    l^fort   iHbI    cb«    nrefix    'Si 
before  a  pncii'f  nnmc,  u  in  Sit  Junc^  Gloy^;knd  Sir  ThoDiiu  Hoiho 
the  (ild  «f]iiEV'aknl  fbt  our  mcvd^m  '  Rev^f^ncif/ 

*  No^  lifi.  Cvcn  ma  Jsra&nku&  uyi  oi  Merc  (Epp.  lib.  Hh  jo^  cnl.  ..^..^ 
^Mftlikic  moriiun  a^r  cutn^  quain  ranrdoi  irn^UTu^'  Tfae  *ChCiiD«nl' 
c^dcnily  wm  a  ncry  cocnraou  o^c- 


urns.  John  Paston  speaks  of  hint  in  a  letter  to  his 
brother  as  'the  proud,  peevish,  and  sif>[nes 
iU-disposed  priest  to  us  all,'  and  com-  "'i"*^- 
plains  grievously  of  his  interference  in  family  a^airs. 
'Many  quarrels,'  he  writes,  'are  picked  to  get  my 
brother  Edmund  and  me  out  of  her  house.  We  go 
not  to  bed  unchidden  lightly ;  all  that  we  do  is  ill 
dtMie,  and  all  that  Sir  James  and  Pecock  doth  is  well 
done.  Sit  James  and  1  be  twain-  Wc  Cell  out  before 
my  mother  with  "Thou  proud  priest,"  and  "Thou 
pTCud  squirt',"  my  moilier  taking  his  part ;  so  I  have 
almost  beshut  the  bolt  as  for  my  mother's  house  ; 
yet  summer  shall  be  done  or  I  get  me  any  master.'' 
John  Paslon,  in  fact,  was  obliged  to  put  up  with  it 
for  some  monthE  longer,  and  though  he  afterwards 
reports  thai  Sic  James  was  always  'chopping  at  him  ' 
and  seeking  to  irritate  him  in  his  mother's  presence, 
he  had  found  out  Ihal  tt  was  not  altogether  the  best 
policy  to  rail  at  him  in  return.  So  he  learned  to 
smile  a  little  at  the  most  severe  speeches  and  remark 
quietly,  '  It  is  good  liesring  yf  these  old  laies.'-  This 
mode  of  meelmg  the  attack,  if  it  did  not  soften  Sir 
James'  bitterness,  may  have  made  Margaret  Paston 
less  willing  to  take  hi?  part  against  her  son.  At  al! 
events  we  hear  no  more  of  these  encounters.  Sir 
James  Gloys,  however,  died  about  twelve  months 


ixat/on.  Private  AttaJrs,  and  the  French  War 


The  impatience  of  taxation  expressed  by  John 
Paston  and  others  may  p-erhaps  be  interpreted  as 
showing  that  littk*  was  generally  known,  or  at  all 
events  believed,  of  any  such  serious  danger  to  the 
kingdom  from  ouiward  enemies  as  had  been  re- 
presented to  Parliament.  Nevertheless,  in  March 
1 473,  John  Paston  speaks  of  'a  few  Frenchmen 
jrhirling  on  the  coasts,'  for  fear  of  whom  the  fisher- 
■  N«.  sn.  ■  No,  ms.  >  No.  m 
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men  did   not   venture  to  leave    port   without  sife 
Ho^„p,        conducts.^     A   fioliucal   prophet  named 
proptieckL     Hogan  also  foretold  that  some  Wempi 
Would  shortly  be  made  to  invade  the  kingdont  oi 
to  crcaic  trouble  within  it.     But  the  French  shipis 
soon  returned  home,  and  H»M;an's  words  were  nol 
greatly  esteemed,  though  he  was  arrested  and  sent 
up  to  London  for  uttering  them.     He  had,  in  iuu 
prophesied   similar   things    before.       Vet  there  *u 
an  impression   in  some  quarters  thai  he  might  b« 
right  on  this  occasion.     He  was  commuted  lo  tb<: 
Tower,  and  he  desired  leave  to  speak  to  the  icing, 
but  Edward  declined  to  give  him  any  occasion  for 
boasting  that  his  warnings  had  been  listened  to.    Hre 
long,  however,  his  story  was  to  some  extent  justified 
News  came  that  on   Saturday,  the   loth  Ai/ril,  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  had  been  at  Dieppe  with  twelve  8hi[»i 
about  to  sail  for  Scotland.     A  man  was  examined  b 
London,  who  gave  injormation  that  large  sums  of 
money  had  been  sent  him  from   England,  and  l\M 
a  hundred  gentlemen  in  Norfolk   and    Suffolk   \oi 
agreed  to  assist  him  if  he  should  attempt  a  Undio^ 
On  the  3lilh   May  he  aciually  did  land  at  St.  Osilh'*i 
in  Essex,  but  hearing  that  the  Earl  of  Essex  with  i 
Lords  Dynham  and  Ducasse  were  cOniing  to  opp 
him,  he  returned  to  his  ships  and  sailed  away.     Hi> 
attempt,  however,  saved  Hogan  his  head,  and  gaineil 
him  greater  esteem  as  a  prophet ;  for  he  had  foretold 
'  that  this  trouble  should  begin  in  May,  and  that  ibe 
king  should  nonhw.qrds,  and  that  the  Scots  should 
make    us   work    and    him    battle.'      People    begaf 
everywhere  to  buy  armour,  expecting  they  knew  no* 
what.^ 

Sir  John  Paston,  for  his  part,  during  his  visit  to  I*** 
Burgundian  court  in  the  end  of  January,"  had  ahtatiy 
ordered  a  complete  suit  ofarmour  for  himself,  logelh*' 
with  some  horse  armour,  of  Martin  Rondelle,  it** 
armourer  of  the   Bastard   of  Burgundy.*      But  ih* 

I-  He  mt  al  GbtDl  oa  ThiuuUy,  3Jch  Jtmaary.—Ha.  717.        *  No.  TV 
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demand  for  armotir  inCTeased  &s  the  year  went  on. 
The    V.ar\    of    Oxford    again    suddenly 
appeared,  this  lime  on  Lhe  coast  of  Com-   o«'.>rd,i 
wall,  and  toolt  possesRion  of  St.  Mirhael's  f'-  MkhMi* 

•  a  II  I  C         »  I  MOHQJ- 

MouTit,  on  the  last  day  of  ^'Cptembcr. 
He  was  besieged  there  by  Sir  Hcnrv  Bodrugan.  but 
the  plat'e  was  so  strong  that,  if  properly  nemalled, 
twenty  men  rould  Iceep  it  agaitjst  the  world.  The 
earl's  men,  however,  parleyed  with  Sir  Henry,  who 
hy  some  gross  n^ligmce  allowed  vicmals  lo  be 
conveyed  into  the  Mount.  The  command  of  the 
besieging  fotce  was  taken  from  him  by  Ihc  king  and 
given  to  Richard  Forteseiie,  sheriff  of  Cornwall.' 
At  the  same  time  the  quaiT'cl  between  the  Dukes  of 
Clarence  and  Gloucester  rontribtned  Co  maVe  people 
uneasy.  The  world,  as  Sir  John  Paston  phrased  it, 
seemed  'queasy.'  Every  man  about  the  king  sent 
for  his  'harness.'  The  king  himself  sent  fnr  the 
Great  Seal,  which  was  eonvey*?d  to  him  hy  Dr.  Morton, 
Master  of  the  Rolls.  Some  eJipected  that  he  would 
make*  a  new  Chantrellor,  some  that  he  would  keep  the 
Seal  in  his  own  hands  as  he  had  done  during  fonner 

tnmotions-.'^ 
The  Earl  of  flxforrl  was  fast  shut  up  in  the  Mount, 
t  during  November  he  madL-  a  sally,  took  a 
geI^tleman  prisoner,  and  dragged  him  within.  Shortly 
afterwards,  attempting  to  give  more  trouble  to  the 
besiegers,  he  wa?  wounded  in  the  face  with  an  aTTOw.< 
But  his  gallant  defence  seems  to  have  awakened 
sympathy  in  the  West  Countr>- ;  for  on  the  roth 
I>eceml)er  the  king  found  it  necessary  to  issue  a 
proclamation  against  hearing  arms  in  Devonshire,* 
However,  after  keeping  possession  of  ihe  place  for 
fcrur  months  and  a  half,  he  fell  himself  compelled  to 
surrender,  not  by  lack  of  victuals,  but  for  want  of 
reliance  on  his  own  men,  to  whom  the  king  had 
offered  pardons  and  rewards  for  deserting  him.     The 
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earl  himself  was  constrained  Co  sue  for  pardon  of  his 
own  life,  and  yielded  himself  a  prisoner  on  the  15th 
February  1474.'' 

Meanwhile  people  were  looking  forward  10  a  royal 
expedition  against  France,    It  *as  for  this  the  13,000 
Praj«,«iu,y.i   archerS_  wfire  to    be  raised,  and  it  was 
crpmiHion         agreed  in  Parliament  that  i(  iht;  expedi- 
"•p""*'*'™"*    tion  did  not  lake  place  before  Michael- 
mas   1474,  the  money  collected   for  the  purpose 
should  be  repaid.     As  the  time  drew  near,  however, 
it   was   found    impossible  to  carry  out   the  project 
quite  so  soon.     The  tenth  voted  in   Noveinbc  147*. 
had   been   assessed    by    the   commissioners    beforB| 
February    1473   over  all  the   kingdom,  except   five" 
northern   shires  and  one  or  two  separate  hundreds 
and    waperbtakes.       But   the   total   amount   of    th< 
assessment  had  only  produced  ^31,410:14:1^ 
sum  which  to  the  modern  reader  will  appear  incon-' 
ceivably  small  as   the  proceeds  of  a  ten  per  cent, 
income  and  properly   tax   for  nearly  the  whole   of 
England.     It  was  in  fact  not  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose intended ;  even  such  a  Us,  strange  to  say,  could 
not  maintain  13,000  archers ;  and  the  Commons,  as 
we   have   already   said,    voted    one-tenth   and   Orte- 
fifteenlh  additional,     This  impost,  however,  was  not 
immediately  levied-     On  the   26th    March     1473  a 
truce  was  made  at   Brussels  between  England  and 
Burgundy  on  the  one  side,  and  France  on  the  other, 
till  the   1st  April    1474.°     .^fter  it  expired   Edward 
announced   to  his   Parliament  that  he  intended  as 
soon  as  possible  to  invade  France  in  person  ;  but  as  il 
was  not  likely  that  he  could  do  so  before  Michaelmas 
following,   the  time  at  which  the  money  was  to  he 
repaid  to  the  taxpayers,  in  case  of  the  expedition  not 
takEng  place,  was   prolonged   to  St.   John    Baptist's 
Day  (24th  June)  in  1476.* 

The  taxaiion  pint;hed  finery  one  severely.     'The 
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-icing    goeih    so    near    us    in    Ihis   counlry,'   wrote 

irgarel  Haston,  '  both  to  poor  and  rich,  ^  „.  ,^J^ 
that  I  wot  not  how  we  shall  live  but  if 
the  world  aniend,'  The  two  taxes  came  nr^m 
so  close  upon  each  other  that  they  had  '"""on. 
to  be  paid  at  one  and  the  same  time.'  And  lo  those 
who,  like  Sir  John  Paston,  were  in  debt  and  trying 
to  raise  money  for  other  piurposes,  Che  hardship  was 
extreme.  So  many  were  selling  corn  and  cattle  that 
very  hltle  was  to  be  realised  in  that  way.  Wheat 
was  but  IS.  4d,  a  comb,  and  malt  and  oats  but  ten- 
pence.  During  the  >ear  1473  Sir  John  had  applied 
in  vam  to  his  muiher  for  a  loan  of  ^?ioo  to  redeem 
the  manor  of  Sporle,  which  he  had  been  obliged  lo 
mortgage.  He  had;  alrtrady  been  driven  to  sell  a 
[portion  of  the  wood,  and  had  thoughts  of  giving  a 
tseven  years'  lease  of  the  manor  to  a  ntighbour  of 
le  name  of  Cockct,  on  receiving  six  >  ears'  rent  in 
idy  money.*  fiut  in  1474,  having  received  ^roo 
im  the  executors  of  Lyhart,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  in 
ttisfaction  of  some  old  claim,  hist  mother  consented 
lo  lend  another  sum  of  like  amcunt,  which  would 
enable  him,  with  a  very  hltle  further  help  from  some 
(.other  quarter,  to  meet  the  demands  of  Townsend 
i^lhe  mortgagee.^  In  the  end.  however,  a  sum  of 
^142:  13:4  was  advanced  by  his  uncle  William,  and 
Some  other  moneys  by  Margaret  Pastoji,  partly  on 
the  security  of  her  own  pJate,  and  partly  on  that  of 
Sir  John  Paston's  lands  in  the  hundred  of  Fle^'g.'' 

About  the  same  time  Sir  John  carne  to  an  Under- 
standing with   bishop  WaynfleCe  about  the  lands  of 
Sir  John  Fastolf ;  and  the  bishop  having   Arnninnitm 
SbUined  a  dispCJisation  from  the  Pope  ri'"'  •J,'*'"''' 

W  1,-1  ,1  1  Wiynflttf. 

'enablmg  him  to  apply  the  endowments 
of  Fastolfs  intended  college  at  Caister  ^c^bur 
to  the   stjpport  of    Magdalen   College,  ^iian'ioni.-d. 
Oxford,  a  division  was  made  of  the  Norfolk   lands 

^fo- 7M.     '  Wriliam  Ptcoclt  .h»l!  lend  you  obill  whal  hi  hath   paW  for 
k  for  Lva  (a^k.)  Itoirs)  m  Lhj^  Lime'     hf^r^arct  P^taii  CD  Si:  John,  rjrd 
■ay  I* J  5- 
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between  him  a.nd  Pastern.  Sir  John  was  allowed  to 
enjoy  Caister  and  the  lands  in  Flegg,  if  he  could 
recover  them  from  the  Duke  of  Norrolk,  -with  the 
manor  of  Hellesdon,  roUhorpe,  ind  certain  tent' 
mem*  in  Norwich  and  Earlham ;  but  he  w-e  up 
Drayton  to  the  bisliop.  And  so  tcTminated  tint 
long  standing!  controversy.^ 

An  event  in  the  family  no*  claims  our  nqdoe, 
although  the  allusions  to  it  are  but  slight,  and  tb 
manner  in  which  it  is  referred  to  is  quite  in  keepin 
with  that  strange  absence  of  domestic  feeling  whie 
is  so   painfully   characteristic   of  the  times.     Ado 
AnncPiMtorv   Paston,  Sir  John's  sister,  had  come  to  a 
wfi'i^^'"     marriageable  age  ;  aiid  h^r  mmher  dii- 
veiYciioii.      posed  of  lier  hand  to  William  VelTciton. 
a  eiandson  of  the  judge,  althaug:h  she  had  an  oSa 
from  one  of  the  family  of  Beding field.*'    The  engag^ 
ment  had  lasted  at  least  a  year  and  a  half,  when  St 
John   Paston  in   London  heard  news  that  she  had 
been  exceedingly  unwell ;  on  which   he   quierly  re- 
marks that  he  had  tin;iginedshie  was  already  tnanied. 
It  seems  scarcely  possible  to  attrihiite  this  ignorance 
to  any  unusual  detention  of  letters  between  Norwich 
and  London  ;  so  that  wc  are  almost  driven  to  nm- 
clude  that  hi^  sister's  marriaee  was  an  event  of  whirh 
Sir  John  did  not  expect  to  receive  any  veryspecii 
intimation.     The  news  even  of  her  sickness,  I  ins- 
pect from  the  manner  in  which  he  refers  to  il. «« 
conveyed  to  him  not  by  letters  Arom  home,  but  by 
Yelverton.  her  intended  husband,  who  had  come  up 
to  London.    Nor  must  it  be  supposed  that  Yelvenim 
himself  was   deeply  concerned   about   her  state  of 
health  ;  for  it  was  certainly  not  with  a  lover's  ansififf 
that  he  communicated  the  intelligence  to  Sir  John- 
In   fact  the   marriage,   so    far   from   heina;  a  t!iii¥ 
already    awomplished,  as  Sir   John    supposed,  *w 
a   matter   that   still    remained   uncertain.     'As  io^ 
Velverton,'   writes   Sir  John   himself,   'he  said  W 
>  Noi.  T3S.  TU.  ■  Mo.  ««. 
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late  that  he  would  have  her  if  she  had  he*  raopty, 
and  else  not;  wherefore  me  thinketh  that  they  he 
not  very  sure.'  yti!l  the  old  song  of  '  Property, 
pfopenv,'  like  Tennyson's  'Northern  Farmer.'  Add 
how  very  quietly  this  cold-hearted  brother  takes  the 
news  that  the  [nania^e  which  he  thought  already 
accomplished  might  very  likely  never  Cake  place  it 
all  !  '  But  among  all  other  things,'  he  adds.  '  I  pray 
you  beware  that  the  old  love  of  Pampyng  renew  not' 
What,  another  sister  readv  to  matry  a  servant  of  the 
family?  If  she  could  not  have  Velvenon,  at  least 
let  her  be  preserved  from  ihat  at  all  harards.' 

Such  was  the  state  of  matters  in  November  1473. 

And  it  seems  by  the  course  of  events  thai  Pampyng 

was  not  allowed  10  follow  the  example  of  Richard 

Calle.     Anne  i'aston  remained  unmarried  for  about 

Ihice   and   a   half    years   longer,   and    the    family, 

despairing    of    Yelverton,    sought    to     match     her 

somewhere  else;'-'   but  between    March  and   June 

^  the  year    1477    the    ntarrisge  with     jfaHri 

"Vebertor  actuallv  took  place.*     Of  the     lobim. 

-MTiarried   life  of  this  couple  we  have  in  the   Paston 

^■-eiters  no  notices  whatever ;  but  one  incident  ihat 

^^JCCBired  in   it  we  learn  from  another  source,     Yel- 

"^■^"ctton  brought  his  bride  home  to  his  own  house  at 

«  lister  St.    Edmutid's,   three  miles   from   Nor*-ich. 

^iome  time  after  their  marriage  this  hrnise  W3s  burned 

*^<W[n  by  the  careles-ness  of  a  servant  girl  while  ihey 

"^"■ere  away   ai   the  marriag*    of   n   daughter    of  Sir 

^^illtam  Calthorpe.     The  year  of  the  occurrence  is 

*^W  Slated,  but  must,  I  think,  have  been  1480,  for  it 

*»appefjed  on  a  Tuesdav  night,  the   18th  of  Janvs-fy, 

^Vve  eve  of  St.   Wolstan's   Day*     Now  the   iSth  of 

'  NOf.  TM,  TH.  *  No.  771. 

„  ll«(arci  i'lMOn  speaks  of  '  my  lui  YelTorion'  in  June  11.77.  — N-e-  7W. 
™iiAnBf  nsM3r5  10  liave  licrn  ^nniirrie!  ar  l«aii  ai  Ule  m*  tiif  Sih  March 
'm—Sec  No.  TIT. 

' '  MFmoramlkiir.  quad  ruinsriuin.  .  -  Velvenon  getiMosii  in  villii  de 
riiln  fljjsdt  F,rtnnir.Hi,  per  i(i.  iniliiriB  de  ci*it*t*  NoTiricI,  in  nrjcle  Jiei 
'lirtFi,  iSdi^i  J^nu."irir  vulpliceiin  visiTin'^nncii  Wolstani  dinjimoflndicnis 
Vdl^fUMi.  »-unq  ''iTtsi  f  iilmnni*  Pa^tDn  *CFiTori.*,  IIJ.JFT  fliiTfi  Vet^trfcii,  fufcunr 
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January  did   not   fall    on   a   Tuesday  during  thrar 
married  life  in  any  earlier  year,  and  it  did  not  su  Tall 
again  till   14S5,  when  William  Worcester,  in  whose-i 
itinerary  the  event  is  recorded,  vfas  certainly  dead.' 

John  I'aston,  too,  was  seriously  thinking  of  taking' 
a  vrife;  and,  that  he  might  not  be  disappointed  in  an 
johnPaatoii.  "lij*^cl  of  SO  mucti  importance,  lie  had 
ra»Tfi»Bt  two  strings  to  his  bow.     We  must  not, 

projeciv  however,   do  him   the  injustice  to  su|>^ 

pose  that  he  had  absolutely  no  preference  ai  all  foi^ 
one  tady  over  another ;  for  he  writes  his  full  mind 
upon  the  subject  to  his  brother  Sir  John  in  London, 
whom   he   commissions    to    negotiate    for   him.     If 
HflMv   EbertOn   the  draper's  wife  were  disposed  lo 
'  deal '  with  him,  such  was  (he  '  fantcisy '  he  had  for 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Eberton,  her  daughter,  that   he  re- 
quests  his   brother  not   to  conclude   'itt   the  <>ihet\ 
place,'  even  though  old  Elferton  should  not  be  dia 
posed  to  give  her  so  much  dowry  as  he  might  haveJ 
with  the  Second  lady.     Nevertheless  Sir  John  is  also 
requested  to  ascertain  'how  the  matter  at  the  Black 
Friars  doth  ;  and  that  ye  will  see  and  speak  with  the 
thing  yourself,  and  with  hef  father  and  mother  orv( 
depart;   and  that  it  like  you  to  desire  John  Lec'a 
wife  to  send  me  a  bill  in  all  haste  possible,  how  fat 
forth  the  matter  is,  and  wheth^er  it  shsll  be  necess. 
for  me  to  come  up  to  London  hastily  or  not,  or  els 
to  cast  all  at  ihe  cock.'  *     The  reader,  we  trust, ' 
fuUy  impressed  with  the  businesslike  chiu^cter 
this  diplomacy,  and  he  ought  certainly  not  to  he  less 
so   with  the  appropriateness   of   the   languat^e  em- 
ployed.    'If  Mrt,  Eherton  will  rfcn/  with   me^' and 
'Speak  with  //le  ihrn^  yourself.'     How  truly  does  it 
indicate  the  fact  that  young  ladies  in  those  days  were 
nOthirtg  i'Ut  mere  chattels  ! 

It  happened,  however,  that  neither  ihe  'thing'. 

pucllx  in  inciisieTcia  tsti  (fH.  1e«lif)  per  candelan  igni  omiua 
— W,  Wotc.  !tm.  jSo. 

■  ll  LK -clt-dr  .-L^uo  l^rOiLi  ihir.  iiJu^si^f  tiix'L  Il<^  t-'iulil  iial  have  died  ifi  t^T),  I 
iUBKciicd  in  tht  prrliiniuary  Duie  lo  tta.  flflT.  '  "' 
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the  Blacli  Friars,  nor  the  lady  for  whom  he  had  the 
scmewhat  prealer  'fanlat;y,'  was  to  be  a.tiained. 
Apparently  the  former  was  the  daughter  of  one 
Stockton,  and  was  married  abnut  four  months  later 
to  a  man  of  the  name  of  Skerne,  She  herself  con- 
fidenlially  told  another  woman  just  before  her 
marriage  that  Master  Paston  had  once  come  to  the 
place  where  she  was  with  twenty  men,  and  endea- 
voured to  take  her  away.  As  for  Eberton's  daughter, 
the  matter  quietly  Hropptd,  but  before  it  was  quite 
broken  off  John  Paston  had  engaged  his  brother's 
services  as  before  in  a  new  matter  with  the  Lady 
VValgrave-  Sir  J  ohn  FasEon  executed  his  commission 
here  too  with  she  utmost  zeal  to  promote  his  brother's 
5Uit  ;  but  he  received  little  comfort  from  the  lady, 
and  could  not  prevail  upon  her  t«  accept  John 
Paston's  ring.  Indeed  she  told  him  plainly  she 
meant  to  abide  by  an  answer  she  had  already  given 
to  John  Paston  himself,  and  desired  Sir  John  no 
more  to  intercede  for  him.  Sir  John,  however,  had 
secured  possession  of  a  small  article  belonging  to 
her,  a  muskball,  and  told  her  he  meant  to  send  it 
to  his  brother,  without  creating  in  her  any  feeling 
of  displeasure.  Thus  the  lover  was  sliil  left  mlh 
some  slight  gleam  of  hope — if,  at  least,  he  cared  to 
indulge  it  further;  but  it  does  not  appear  by  the 
eorrespondence  that  he  thoUE:ht  any  more  either  of 
Lady  Walytave  or  of  Elizabeth  Eberton.' 

We  have  omitted  to  notice  an  incident  character- 
istic of  the  times,  which  ought  not  to  pass  altogether 
unrecorded.     The  year  before  these  love    ,  ,    ■, 
passages   took  place,  John  Raston  took   pUpimageTo' 
a  voyage  to  Spain  on  pilgrimage  to  the  co-"?""'"-- 
illrtne  of  St.  James  of  Compostella.     He  sailed,  or 
was  about  to  sail,  from  Yarmouth  early  in  July,  for 
the  letters  only  allude  to  the  voyagt  when  he  was  on 
the  eve  of  departure,  and  he  declared  his  purpose  of 
coming  home  again  by   Calais,   where    his  brother 
1  Nw.  7«,  HO. 
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expected  to  see  him  within  a  month  after  be  left,'  ll 
dotis  not  appear  what  prompted  this  pious  expedi- 
tion, unless  it  w^  the  prevalence  of  sickness  and^^ 
epidemics  in  England.  Marg^et  Paston's  coasii>,;^| 
John  Berney  of  Reedbam,  died  in  the  b«ginning  of^* 
that  year  )  -  and  the  letter,  wtiicb  first  speaks  of  John 
Paston's  intended  pilgrimage,  records  also  the  deaths 
of  the  Earl  of  Wiltshire  and  the  Lord  Sudl^,  and 
mentions  a  false  rumour  of  the  death  of  Sir  William 
Stanley.'  The  death  of  Sir  James  Gloys,  Margaret 
Paston's  priest,  occurred  about  four  months  later; 
and  the  aatti  letter  in  which  that  event  b  menuoDod 
says  also  that  Lady  Bourchier  (f  presucne  Joltfl 
Paston's  old  flame,  though  she  was  now  the  wife  of 
Thomas  HowardJ  liad  been  nearly  dead,  but  had 
recovered.*  It  is  evident  that  the  year  was  one  of 
great  monality,  though  not  perhaps  quite  so  great  as 
that  of  two  years  before. 

During  the  autumn  of  the  year  following.  Sir  John 
Paston  had  an  illlness,  which  probably  attacked  him 
iiincatorsit  in  London,  and  induced  him  to  removt: 
jahi.  Pa.«*n  ^^^^J  jsTorfolk.  After  a  little  careful  nure- 
ing  by  his  mother,  his  appetite  relumed,  and  he  felt 
himself  so  much  stronger  that  he  went  back  again  to 
London  to  see  to  his  pecuniary  affairs,  which  required 
careful  nursing  as  much  as  he  had  done  himself.  His 
brother  Edmund,  too.  had  been  ill  in  London  about 
the  same  time,  but  he  found  him  'well  amended 'i 
which  was,  perhaps,  not  altogether  the  case  with 
himself,  for  during  the  winter  he  had  a  return  of 
fever,  with  pain  in  the  eyes  and  in  one  of  his  ieg^ 
particularly  in  the  heel.^,  Sir  John,  however,  was  not 
the  man  to  make  much  of  a  slight  indisposition. 
About  Christmas  or  the  New  Year  he  had  gone  ovei 
to  Calais  ;  and  while  his  mother  was  solicitous  about 
the  state  of  his  health,  he  said  nothing  about  it,  but 
wrote  that  he  was  going  into  Flanders,  and  hoped  to 
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gel  a  sight  of  the  siege  of  Neuss,'  On  receipt  of  his 
tAOthfii's  letter,  howeviGT,  he  wrol^  back  that  he  was 
pcffectly  well  again,  except  that  the  parts  affected 
were  stili  tender.^ 

This  siege  of  Neusa— a  town  on.  the  Rhine  near 
Diisseldorf— was  an  undertaking  of  Charlies  the  Bold, 
Duke  of  BurcTindv,  on  which  the  eyes  of 
toe  whole  world  were  nveled,  and  espe- 
a'ally  of  Englishmen.  A  body  of  3000  English  took 
part  in  the  operations.'  But  the  work  was  arduous, 
and  in  the  end  proved  indTeetual.  Not  only  was  the 
attempt  a  failure,  but  it  caused  ihe  breakdown  of  other 
projects  besides.  The  duke  had  hoped  to  be  master 
of  the  plact  belbre  the  truce  with  France  expired  in 
Jiuie  1 475.  and  afterwards  to  join  with  Edward  in  an 
invasion  of  that  country,  in  which  he  was  bound  by 
treaty  to  ro-operate.  But  month  after  tnoTith  slipped 
away,  and  the  Burgundian  forces  were  still  detained 
before  Neuss,  so  chat  lie  was  unable  strictly  to  fulfil 
his  engagement.  His  oynning  ef>emy  Louis  saw  his 
advantage  in  the  circumstance,  and  contrived  to  cool 
Edward's  ardour  for  the  war,  by  arts  peculiarly  his 
own.  He  received  with  the  greatest  possible  ptilite- 
nes5  the  herald  sent  by  Edward  to  defy  him  :  asked 
him  10  a  private  conference  ;  told  him  he  was  sure 
his  mastef  had  not  wintered  on  the  espeditioti  on  his 
own  account,  but  only  to  satisfy  the  <]aniotir  of  his 
own  people  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  He  re- 
marked that  the  duke,  who  had  not  even  then  re- 
turned from  Neuss,  had  lost  the  flower  of  his  army 
in  the  siege,  and  had  occasioned  the  waste  of  so 
much  tiioe  thai  the  summer  was  already  far  spent- 
He  then  suggested  that  the  herald  might  lay  these 
and  other  considerations  before  his  master  to  induce 
him  to  listen  to  a  peace  ;  and  he  dismissed  him  with 
a  handsome  present.* 

The  herald  did  what  was  expected  of  him,  and  the 
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result  told  in  two  ways.  Edwa-td's  vanity  was  flaneied 
Edward  IV.  aiid  his  cupidity  was  excited.  ITie  King 
and  UuU  XI.  of  France,  it  seemed,  stood  m  awe  of 
him,  and  did  not  wish  to  light.  He  was  willing  to 
pay  handsomely  for  peace.  How  much  easier,  aftei 
all>  lo  accept  a  large  yearly  tribute  in  recognition  oi'  his 
sovereignty  over  France  than  to  x-indicaie  i(  by  con- 
quering the  country  !  Arguments,  too,  were  not  want- 
ing in  the  shape  of  private  pensions  offered  by  Louis 
to  the  Lords  of  the  English  Council.  Not,  of  course, 
that  English  noblemen  regarded  these  gratuities  as 
bribes — Lord  Hastings,  at  least,  stood  upon  his 
dignity  and  refused  to  give  a  receipt  for  money 
which  was  but  a  (ree-will  offering  on  the  one  part, 
and  involved  no  obligation  on  the  other.'  Still  the 
money  was  very  acceptable,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
a  great  deal  of  weight  in  the  arguments  addressed  by 
Louis  to  the  herald.  Indeed,  any  one  worthy  to  be 
called  a  statesman  knew  quite  well  that  the  idea  of 
conquering  France  was  altogether  chimerical. 

This  was  true  ;  but  it  would  scarcely  have  been 
pleasant  news  to  the  nation  at  large,  who  had  been 
taxed  and  taxed  again  for  the  salte  of  that  same 
chimerical  idea,  to  have  been  informed  of  what  ra 
going  on  in  the  king's  council<hamber.  For  not 
only  had  a  tench  been  voted  one  year,  and  a  tentii 
and  fifteenth  another,  but  the  wealthy  had  been 
solicited  to  make  still  further  contributions  in  a  form 
rill  now  unheard  of — contributions  callal 
'  benevolences,'  because  ihey  were  sup- 
posed, by  a  cruel  irony,"  Lo  be  offered  and  given  with 
good   will.s      For  the   narion  was  quite  suffirienlll' 

1  Comitus,  Book  i»,  ch.  viii. 

!>  C^HtMit-  CJi'ft-  C>vy[.  p.  55S.  The  U'mg,  a»  ii  well  Ln.>wtir  wcHL^*! 
^oliciling  conlribulions  pcrwniilTy.  Du-rinc  iTic  year  1*71-  ai  appewn  V 
hit  Prtwy  SmI  Jjiiiti.  ht  viiiiial  Leicciict,  Noliineham.  Il«ljy.  Coiminj 
GviMTorJ,  F&rnHiim.  Kcjiilwur&h,  Wyrt&lcii  riluncfjter.  firutolj  "*' 
Cirvnc«reT.  in  liLtfeiFnl  ticun^iun-i,  Hlurninc  to  Ldrid^r,  in  Npi*™^^' 
kTter  wbicli  be  flenin  sti  out.  Ki>ing  this  lime  into  SuHblk-  H?  •v" 
Bury  on  Ihe  tJh  and  71(1  tlectTiitiFr,  sad  at  Wei^L  TTiorpe.  on  thf  mrihP* 
opnfin'^  ^f  <P*  county,  on  cbe  fll}i.  TrcTH  this  'a  apfH^ri  ((hwijraf** 
Vniy  S«al  dim  io  noi  khow  it)  itiit  Ijc  iiiuti  have  eoiif  uR  10  NiiiiniP- 
Ail-tr  ^^ich  wc-  flndhunat  Coventry  ov  tlw  atftb,  >d  tEot  lie  pn-bBbly  ^l*^ 
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aware — there  were  many  then  alive  who  could  testify 
it  from  past  expen^nce — that  it  was  a  d(flic«U  and 
costly  business  to  make  anv  conquests  in  France  ; 
and  everybody  had  been  pricked  and  goaded  to  fur- 
nish what  he  could  towards  the  eqwipBient  of  the 
expedition  out  of  his  own  resources. 

Sir  John  Paston's  brothers,  John  '  and  Edmund,' 
and.  probably  another  named  Clement,  of  whom  we 
have  very  little  notice  in  the  correspondence,  went 
o^'e^  in  the  king's  great  army  to  Calais.  Sir  John 
himself  had  be<;n  in  t.alais  for  some  time  before,  and 
his  mother  commended  his  younger  brothers  to  his 
care,  urging  him  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  his 
advice  and  experience  tor  their  safety,  as  some  of 
them  were  but  young  soldiers.'  Margaret  Fasten 
need  not  have  been  so  anxious  if  she  had  been  in 
the  secrets  of  the  Cabinet.  No  blood  was  drawn  in 
that  campaign.  The  aimy  had  crossed  the  sea  in 
the  end  of  June,  and  peace  was  already  pea^vriiii 
made  in  the  end  of  August.  Nominally,  franct 
indeed,  it  was  but  a  seven  years'  truce,  but  it  was 
intended  to  be  lasting.  For  a  paymenl  of  75,000 
crowns  in  ready  money,  a  pension  of  50,000  crowns 
a  year,  and  nn  undertaking  that  the  Dauphin  should 
hereafter  marry  Edward's  eldest  daughter,  and  that 
Louis  should  give  her  a  dowry  of  60,000  livres  a 
year,  the  king  consented  to  withdraw  his  forces  and 
trouble  France  no  longer  with  his  claims.* 

Was  it  a  triumph  or  a  humiliation  ?  an  easy  victory 
of  Edward  over  Louis,  or  of  Louis  over  Edward  ?  The 
thing  might  be,  and  was,  looked  at  from  different 
points  of  view.  Th-e  English  considered  that  they 
had  forced  France  to  pay  tribute,  the  French  king 
chuckled  al  having  made  Edward  his  pensioner. 
L^uis  doublless  had  the  best  of  the  bargain,  for  he 
bad  managed  tu  .sow  division  between  England  and 
Bur^ndy,  and  to  ward  off  a  very  serious  danger  from 

hi*  Cbri^lmnither*.  Thai  hr  visilcd  Norwich  about  tliil  Itme,  and -solq. 
died.  beiMucIenccA  there,  is  cvidcDl  [rum  LetL«f  Tfii2- 
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France.  Bm  commonplace,  dull-wrtted  Englishmoi 
saw  the  thing  in  a  different  light,  and  Sir  J  ohn  I^ton 
gave  thanks  to  God  when  he  reported  thai  the 
king's  'voyage'  was  finished  and  his  host  returned 
to  Calais* 

Sir  John,  however,  was  the  worse  of  his  ahode  in 
Calais  air.'  He  had  felt  himself  strong  and  ^-ifjonios 
Siif  jahnPiiior  when  upon  the  march,  but  on  the  return 
ill  kguo.  of  (he  army  to  Calais  he  was  again  lakcn 

ill  in  eight  days.  We  may,  [wrhaps,  suspect  that  it 
WJLS  another  outbreak  of  his  old  disease,  and  thai  he 
nev«r  allowed  himself  sufficient  rest  to  make  a  per- 
fert  recovery,  But  it  may  be  that  Irom  the  general 
neglect  of  proper  sanitary  amngements,  pestilence 
was  still  rifi«  both  in  Calais  and  in  Elngland.  Six 
weeks  later  his  brother  John  at  Norwich  was  also 
much  troubled  with  sickness." 


Sfr  John  Paston  and  Calster 

When  Sir  John  Paston  returned  to  England,  the 
first  thing  that  he  had  to  consider  was  how  to  mcetJ 

,     „  debt  to  hi.i  uncle  William  which  was  due 

a[  Michaelmas.*  i\  liliam  Pastoo  a  i 
member  ol"  the  family  of  whom  we  totally  lose  sight 
for  many  years  after  the  very  beginning  of  Edwarii'' 
reign  ;  but  his  pecuniary  relations  with  his  nqjhe" 
about  this  lime  cause  him  again  to  be  spoken  ofind 
lo  take  part  in  the  correspondence.*  He  was,  doul''- 
less,  a  rich  man.  although  we  find  him  pledging  wme 
of  his  plate  to  Elizabeth  Clere  of  Ormesby."  Hewii 
one  of  the  trustees  of  Elizabelh,  Countess  of  OsfOfi 
the  mother  of  th-e  banished  earl.'  He  had  rnanittti 
probably  since  the  decease  of  his  brother  the  eldest 
John  Paslon,  the  Lady  Anne  Beaufort,  third  daught^ 
of  Edmund,  Duke  of  Somerset,  a  lady  of  a  wealthj 
family ;  and  he  occupied  the  great  mansion  calW 
Warwick's  Inn,  near  Newgate,  which  had  been  ths 
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town-bouse  of  the  mighty  tCingmaker.  His  mother, 
Agnes  Paston,  lived  ihdre  along  with  hiin.^  Of  his 
fajnily  we  may  mention  here  that  the  first  child  he 
had  Ijy  the  Lady  Aune  was  a  daughter  na-med  Mary, 
born,  as  we  know  from  an  old  register,  on  St.  Wol- 
stan's  Day,  the  19th  January  1470.  The  second, 
more  than  four  years  later,  was  also  a  daughief,  and 
having  been  born  on  Tuesday  the  rgth  July  1474, 
the  eve  of  St.  Margaret's  Day,'  was  christened  Mar- 
garet next  day  at  St  Sepulchre's  Church,  having  for 
her  godfather  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  for  her 
godmothers,  Margaret,  Duchess  of  Somerset,-''  and 
Anne,  Countess  of  Beaumont.*  Neither  of  these 
two  daughters,  however,  survived  him.  The  second, 
Margaret,  died  four  months  after  her  birth,  at  a  time 
when  het  father  was  absent  from  London,  and  was 
buried  before  he  came  home.''  In  the  end,  the  lands 
of  William  PaslO'n  descended  to  two  other  daughters, 
for  he  had  no  sons. 

At  this  time  Sir  John  had  only  borrowed  of  his 
uncle  ^4,  a  sum  not  quite  so  inconsiderable  in  those 
d^ys  as  it  is  now,  but  still  a  mere  trifle  Money 
for  a  man  of  landed  property,  being  per-  "">»<rf*- 
haps  equivalent  to  ^£50  or  ^60  at  the  present  day. 
He  repiJd  the  money  about  November  1474,  and 
his  unrle,  being  perhaps  agreeably  surprised,  inquired 
how  he  was  going  to  redeem  a  mortgage  of  400 
tuarkfi  held  by  one  Townsendon  thetoanoeof  Spofle. 
William  Paston  was  already  aware  that  Sir  John  had 
received  a  windfall  of  ^100  from  the  ffxecutors  ol 

'  N°.7«. 

1  Oui  sLiihwii)-  is  vefy  pariiculai  u  to  Ihi  lime,  and  spva  not  aniy  tht 

dnm,  vii.,  fen-  diioidiam  hcmrti  ante  hoism  KOiiiiidain,  lona  curren.,  el  erat 
c1.ar»  dieSr" 

■  M'i<bEr(rr  Ibe  Lxdy  Margaret  BemirDrc,  CownfFu  o!  Richmond,  vho 
was  the  tn«tU«E  of  King  Hmiiy  vii, 

*  So  A'C^N^rding  lo  Sandfotrd'^  Genu^o^  of  the  FA^Tnn  fAinily  in  Mr, 
Wmhip'i  ctunmuniauion  to  the  Nttfelk  Arvlittlogf.  ButwhowuAnnr, 
Onuilc^of  ttoumijntf  [  &aA  nnE^rl  BeauiUDni  in  tbc  nrriiKe,  bui  ibe-c 
w«a  .1  WillLntik.  Vi-c-otint  Pi^il u  1111  oik i.  ivha  »ucr«<decT  Hit  nthc-r  in  t^tnt  fitle 
in  »+w  AEcotilinii  to  I>iigdois.  he  had  wo  wtwh.  tlic  fine  of  whom  mu. 
njmed  EliMbcth,  ^d  tbc  >?cond  J0311.  Hia  ma(!h«r.  vhu  m-^v  bave  befri^ 
livinR  a-t  diu  time,  "n^  |il<^  iiMii«d  Ellitnbcth,  but  I  ca.!)  find  m?  Anne. 
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Walter  Lyhart.  Bishop  of  Norwich,  who  died  two 
years  before,  and  ihat  some  one  else  had  offered  to 
acl\'ance  another  ;£^joo,  which  left  only  loo  miiU 
still  to  be  raised.  He  was  afraid  his  nephew  had 
been  compelled  to  offer  an  exorbitant  rate  of  inier&i 
for  the  loan.  Sir  John,  however,  being  pressed  inrh 
his  question^  told  him  that  his  molhcr  had  agreed 
to  stand  surety  for  the  sum  he  had  borrowed ;  on 
which  William  Pagton,  10  save  him  from  the  usiir^is, 
offered  to  advance  the  remaining  loo  marks  birasdr. 
and  with  this  view  placed,  apparently  unsolicited,  joo 
marks'  worth  of  his  own  plate  m  pami.  Sir  John 
thought  the  plate  was  in  safer  custody  than  ii  vrouM 
have  been  at  Warwick's  Inn,  where,  in  his  uncle's 
absence,  it  remajjied  in  the  keeping  of  his  aged 
grandmother ;  but  he  was  anxious,  if  possible,  not^ 
to  lay  himself  under  this  kind  of  obligation  to 
uncle.' 

The  manor  of  Sporle  was  redeemed,  but  appaienli 
not  without  his  uncle  William's  assistance, 
other  land  was  mortgaged  to  hi$  uncle  inSt£fld: 
the  transaction  was  no  sooner  completed  than 
John  declared  he  felt  as   much  anxiety  about 
land  in  his  uncle's  hand  a;  he  had  before  abcui  thU  ' 
which  was  in  Townsend's,      His  mother,  too,  wis 
not  a  little  afraid,  botii  for  the  land  and  for  hernwn 
securities.     She  suspected  William  Psston  wji  only 
too  anxious  to  gain  some  advantage  over  them.    She 
was  jealous  also  of  the  influence  he  exercised  o»ti_ 
his  aged  mother,  who  had  recently  recovered  (««■ 
an  illness,  and  she  wished  the  old  lady  were  again  iir  ■ 
Norfolk  instead  of  living  with  her  son  in  London.' 

Sir  John  remained  in  debt  lo  his  uncle  for  at  tcisl 
a  year,'  and  whether  he  repaid  him  at  the  end  of 
that  time  1  cannot  tell ;  but  certainly,  if  out  of  debt 
to  his  uncte,  he  was  two  or  three  years  later  in  debt 
to  other  men.  In  1477  he  was  unable  to  meet 
promptly  the  claims  of  one  named  Cocket,  and  wa*_ 
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abouring  once  more  lo  redeem  the  manor  of  Sporle, 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  mortgage  to  Townsead 
a  second  time.  His  mother,  annoyed  by  his  impor- 
timlty  for  assistance,  told  him  flatly  she  did  not  mean 
tc  pay  his  debts,  and  sai'5  she  grieved  to  think  what 
he  was  tikely  to  do  with  her  lands  after  her  decease, 
seeing  that  he  had  wasted  so  shamefully  what  had 
been  left  him  by  his  father* 

But,  however  careless  about  his  other  propertv. 
Sir  John,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  always 
showed  himself  particularly  anxious  for  siriohn 
the  recovery  of  Caister.  During  the  prion's  cUim 
whole  of  the  year  1475,  when  he  was  '°*^»"'*'* 
abroad  at  Calais  and  with  the  army,  he  makes  frequent 
reference  to  the  matter  in  his  letters.  His  brother 
John  and  his  uncle  William  had  undertaken  to  urge 
his  suit  in  his  absence  to  my  lord  and  lady  of 
Norfolk  ;  but  he  would  have  come  home  and  brought 
it  before  the  king  in  Parliament,  had  not  the  French 
king  at  that  time  come  to  the  confines  of  Picardy, 
and  made  the  Council  of  Calais  anxious  to  retain  the 
services  of  every  available  soldier  on  that  side  of  the 
sea.^  H*  was  impatient  at  the  non-fulfilment  of  a 
promise  by  Bishop  WaynBete — 'the  slow  Bishop  of 
Winchester,'  as  he  called  him — to  entreat  the  duke 
and  duchess  in  his  favour,*  But  he  was  consoled 
by  news  which  reached  him  before  he  came  home, 
that  (he  king  himself  had  spoken  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  on  the  subject,  and  that,  though  the  matter 
was  delayed  till  next  term,  the  king  had  commanded 
the  duke  to  lake  good  advice  on  the  subject  and  be 
sure  of  the  validity  of  his  title,  for  justice  would 
certainly  be  done  without  favour  to  either  parly.* 
This  report,  however,  was.  rather  too  highly  coloured. 
The  Duchess  of  Norfolk  denied  its  accuracy  to  John 
Paston,  The  king,  she  said,  had  only  asked  the 
duke  at  his  departure  from  Calais  how  he  would 
Caister,  and  my  lord  made  him  no  answer. 
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The  king  then  asked  Sir  William  Brandon,  one  of 
the  duke's,  principal  cftuncillors,  what  my  lord  mesm 
to  do  about  it.  Brandon  had  already  receiTed  ttic 
Icing's  commands  to  speak  to  the  duke  on  [liemt> 
jecl,  and  he  said  thai  he  had  done  so  ;  but  thai  my 
lord's  answer  was  'that  the  king  should  as  soon  have 
his  life  as  that  place.'  The  king  Ihen  inquired  of 
the  duke  if  he  had  actually  said  so,  and  the  duke 
said  yes.  On  this  the  king  simply  turned  his  bacV 
without  another  word,  although,  as  my  lady  infonned 
John  Pasion,  if  he  had  spoken  one  word  more,  the 
duke  would  have  made  no  refusal  John  Fasten, 
however,  informed  her  ladyship  that  he  would  no 
longer  he  retained  tn  the  duke's  service.^ 

Sir  John  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  king  npon  the 
subject.  He  showed  that  the  duke  had  been  origin- 
H;5p=.5.!on  ally  led  to  lay  claim  lo  Caister  bv  thi 
.oii«kina.  maliccof  Sir  William  Yelverton,  WilliuD 
Jenrey,  and  Thomas  Howes,  who  were  enfeoffed  of 
that  and  other  lands  to  his  use;  that  upon  tlwir 
suggestion  the  duke  had  entered  the  manor  by  forct, 
and  also  taken  from  him  600  sheep  and  30  neat, 
besides  one  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  furniture, 
that  he  had  done  damage  to  the  place  itself  whicli 
100  marks  would  not  suffice  to  repair,  and  that  \k 
had  collected  the  revenues  of  the  lands  for  tSuef 
years  to  the  valut  of  £140.  By  the  mediation  of 
the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  the  duke  had  afteiwaidi 
restored  him  to  possession  of  the  manor  on  paymentj 
of  500  marks,  ard  released  to  him  his  estate 
interest  therein  by  a  deed  under  the  seals  of  hit 
and  his  co-feoffees,  and  of  the  Bishop  of  WinchesiK.  I 
Sir  John,  however,  had  remained  in  possession  only 
half  a  year,  during  which  time  he  had  laid  out  100 
marks  in  repairs,  and  ^1^40  for  the  'oulrents'  due  foi 
the  three  years  preceding,  when  the  duke  i|sain 
forcibly  entered  the  manor,  and  had  kept  possession 
from  that  lime  for  the  space  of  four  years  1 
refusing  to  hear  uiy  remonstrunces  on  ih 

>  NihTH, 


INTRODUCTION 


ccoaxvii 


i&  Jjm- 

Deulb  of 

the  Dulce  of 


I  allow  Sir  John  to  come  to  his  presence.    More- 

J  when  Sir  John  had  applied  lo  any  of  my  lord's 

rtianctl,  requesting  ihem  lo  bring  the  maticr  before 
hia  lordship,  they  told  him  that  ihi^y  had  mentioned 
his  request,  but  that  lie  was  always  so  exceedingly 
displeased  with  them  that  theydid  not  dare  to  urge  it, 
"[busSir  John  ha.d  lost  all  his  cost  and  trouble  for  four 
irs,  and  thrown  away  goo  tnarks  to  no  purpose.' 
This  petition  was  probably  never  presented  to  the 
king.  It  must  have  been  drawn  up  in  the  end  of 
thtf  year  1475,  and  in  thi.-  middle  of 
jAnuary  [476  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  sud- 
denly died."  The  event  seems  to  have 
occurred  at  his  scat  at  Framlingham,  and 
Sir  John  Paston,  who  writes  to  notify  it 
to  his  brother,  must  have  ijeen  ihcte  at  the  lime,* 
iiliendiing  perhaps  to  have  made  one  last  effort  with 
the  duke's  counci]  or  himself,  before  applying  for 
justice  to  the  king.  But  matters  now  stood  on  a 
different  fooling,  and  Sir  John,  after  making  his 
intention  known  to  the  duke's  council,  .•ienl  a 
messenger  named  WheCley  to  Caister  to  assert  his 
rights  there.  Considcfing  all  that  had  passed,  tht  act 
could  not  reasonably  have  been  wondered  at ;  but 
his  brother  John  intimated  to  him  a  few  days  later 
that  it  was  resented  by  some  of  the  Sale  duke's 
servants,  as  showing  great  want  of  respect  for  their 
master,*   This  imputation  Sir  John  repudiated,  point- 
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*  Sir  John't  kller  it  iJf^llnetly  dmttl  Wedrifidsy  t^t  ijih  Janufy,  Is 
KdwmJ  IV.  (ij?0),  snd  he  sjyi  ih»  tvrnt  took  place  "ihia  ni(;tl  ilmut 
fnt^ni^ht/  Ft  u  4can;:F'ty  prab'^hl^,  hawevTr^  ibal  be  wrai«  witbln  jiBi  hour 
o#  the  Hjccuircnos.  n.%  he  mentjoiis  havir^^  spoken  nft^pr  tJ  with  Ihe  diikc'* 
tounci]  d-bouc  fuini'bvrig  cltiTlh  oT  ni>l[l  for  the  funeral.  T  ^upjKjst  thcrfrore 
Ihjil  the  death  tirok  p]acc  on  t\it  nighl  between  Ihe  rfilFi'^ikd  £7tb.  a.niE  time 
S$t  Joiba  WTOle  an  thp  fotlowiDg  momang:.  Tbc  Anic  (^veh  in  the  Im^Uiti' 
tiOKial  mg'Um  (13  EiJw.  IV.,  Kij.  38!  11.  strange  lu  lay.  erninaiiis  ;  ror  il 
vb  TAiitid  Ift  iw<rwc  cjifffat^m  ciiuniii^rhAi  (h«'^uUedi«d  or  Tuis^iay  a/l»r 
K^tphatPfi  la  <iie  i^ih  yeAt  o'  J^Jw^jd  tv.^  wtiicb  wDuJd  'have  Iwen  the  ^ih 
Jaouhry  milend  of  the  Tfitli.  The-=  ini|uiiilions.  hnwevrt,  wrn  r\a\  telieii 
till  morr  ihin  a  r^sr  nnij  >  )iairBr'.^i  ibe  i\cii.aii.il  li  U  cluu  iLe  d.-it-;  ibc)' 
0VT  jj  vrong  l>v  a  vrek;  but  ibty  in^v.  neverihelF&b,  flw  i^ken  oj  Df]iJi>- 
twnal  fvliicnce  tba)  tht  duke  died  -Qr  d  Tut-adDy  BEicl  not  all  a  ^'cdntlda^. 
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ing  out  most  truly  that  no  wise  tnun  could  have 
blamed  him,  even  if  he  had  miiicipated  the  duke's 
decease,  and  entered  CaUter  an  hour  before  il  look 
place.  Indeed,  considering  the  justice  of  his  daim. 
no  one  could  be  norry  to  see  Sir  John  in  possesion, 
who  was  a  real  friend  to  the  duke,  Jind  loved  tlw 
weal  of  his  soul. ' 

It  is  curious  10  see  the  notions  enterla.ined  in  [hat 
day  of  (he  resp<;cl  due  to  a  duko.  even  from  those 
whom  he  had  very  seriously  wronged.  Howevcfr 
Sic  John  Paston  was  not  backward  in  yielding  ^U' 
that  was  conventionaUy  due ;  and  in  the  very  iettei 
in  which  he  intimated  die  duke's  death  to  his  brother, 
he  says  he  had  promised  his  council  the  loaji  of 
some  cloth  of  gold  for  the  funeral.  The  article  wis 
one  which  it  was  difficult  to  procure  in  the  counlfTi 
and  he  proposed  to  lend  them  some  that  he  hM 
bought  foT  his  father's  tomb.^  H.is  mother  afterwards 
authorised  him  to  sell  it  to  them,  if  he  could  get) 
sufficient  price  fur  it.^ 

Sir  John,  however,  after  a  brief  visit  to  Nonridi, 
hastened  up  to  London.  Now  wasi  the  time  that 
application  must  be  made  to  the  Ving;  for  it  woniJ 
be  found  hy  the  inquisition  that  the  Duke  of  Noriolk 
had  actually  died  seised  of  thti:  manor  oi  Caister,  sni' 
unless  efficient  protest  were  made,  the  title  would  bP 
confirmed  to  his  widow. ■•  Sir  John's  ehief  fear  seenw 
to  have  been  that  writs  of  diem  clausit  fxtrcMv* 
would  be  issued  before  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
urging  reasons  for  delay  ;  in  which  case  the  inquisi' 
tion  would  speedily  be  taken,  atid  aJl  that  he  could 
do  would  be  to  set  forth  his  claim  to  the  eschestcf 
before  whom  it  was  held.  But  he  soon  found  that 
he  reed  not  be  Over  anxious  On  this  account.  The 
duchess  herself  was  anxious  that  the  writs  should  iwA 
be  issued  too  precipitately,  and  John  Paston  loldhii 
brother  that  he  '  need  not  deal  over  largely  with  il« 
escheators.'*     The  duchess,  on  the  other  hand,  f" 
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vicious  of  Sir  John,  and  was  warned  to  be  upon 
her  guard  lent  he  should  aitempt  to  retake  Caister 
by  the  strong  hand,  A  favourable  opportunity  might 
have  been  found  for  such  an  attempt  al  that  time, 
as  the  moat  was  frozen  and  could  have  been  crossed 
with  ease.  John  Paston,  however,  assured  the 
duchess  that  his  brother  intended  to  make  no  entry 
without  her  knowledge  and  assent.  The  mattef  at 
last  was  brought  before  the  kind's  council,  and  was 
decided  in  Sir  John  Paston's  favour  in  May  fi>llowing, 
all  the  lords,  judges,  and  Serjeants  pronouncing 
his  title  good,  Pri*7  seals  were  then  Recovery 
made  out  Sot  the  duchess's  olficers  to  give  "^Cjii«B[. 
up  possession,  and,  seven  years  after  the  siege  of 
Caister,  Sir  John  was  once  more  the  acknowledged 
master  of  the  place. • 

The  whole  story  of  the  duke's  claim  lo  Caister  and 
of  his  injustice  towards  Sir  John  was  finally  recorded 
in  the  inquisition,  which  was  taken,  after  an  unusual 
delay,  in  October  of  the  year  following.  It  was 
shown  that  Yelverlon,  Jenney,  and  Howes,  acting 
without  the  assent  and  against  the  will  of  the  other 
trustees  of  Sir  John  Fastolfs  lands,  but  in  their 
names,  had  made  a  charter  granting  to  the  duke 
and  lo  Thomas  Hoo,  Sir  Richard  Southwell,  WiJliam 
Brandon,  Ralph  Asheton,  John  Tymperley,  and 
James  Hobert,  the  manors  of  Caister  in  Flegg,  by 
CJreal  Yarmouth,  called  Redham  Hall,  Vaux,  and 
Bosouns.  This  charter,  which  was  not  sealed,,  was 
shown  to  the  jury,  and  it  appeared  that  the  said 
Yelverton,  Jenney,  and  Howes  had  thereby  demised 
what  had  belonged  to  them,  that  is  to  say,  three  out 
of  eight  parts  ot  the  same  manors,  to  the  said  duke 
and  (he  others.  Afterwards  the  same  duke  and  his 
co-feofTees,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester, seeing  that  the  said  demise  and  enfeoffment 
wa.s  against  conscience,  and  in  consideration  of  joo 
rks  paid  by  the  bishop  at  the  charge  of  Sir  John 
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Paston,  enfeofTed  John,  Bishop  of  Herefurdl.  Joliiii 
Bishop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield,  and  aine  others, 
to  the  use  of  Sir  John  Paston.  Thcsu  again,  by 
another  deed,  gave  up  their  trust  to  Sirjohn  Fastun. 
and  to  Guy  Fairfax  and  Richard  Pigot,  serjeants-at- 
law,  John  Paston,  Esquire,  and  Roger  Townstnti, 
whom  ihey  enfeoffed  to  the  use  of  Sir  John  i'uion 
and  his  heirs  for  ever.  Then  the  other  trustees  of 
Sir  John  Fastolf  enfeoffed  the  sams  Sir  John  Paslon, 
Fairfax,  and  the  others  in  the  same  way ;  so  that  these 
last  became  seised  to  Sir  John's  use  of  the  whiJe 
property — not  merely  of  the  three-eighths  originally 
demised  by  Velverton,  Jenney^  and  Howes,  but  iilsfl 
of  the  remaining  five-eighths—until  they  wfre  md" 
lently  disseised  by  the  duke,  who  enfeofTed  thertfjf 
Thomas.  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  William,  Bishop 
of  Winchester,  Henry,  Earl  of  Essex,  Richard  Suulfi- 
well,  James  Hobert,  Richard  IJarby.  clerk,  and  JoKn 
York.  After  tliis  the  dukt  died;  but  while  he  lived, 
Sir  John  Paston  liad  continually  laid  claim  to  the 
manors  in  his  own  name  and  in  that  of  the  said  Guy 
Fairfax  and  others,  sometimes  entering  the  samft 
and  sometimes  going  as  near  as  he  could  with  safety 
to  himself.  Finally,  he  entered  after  the  iaiti 
death,  and  had  been  seised  for  a  long  time  whai 
the  inquisition  was  taken.  The  duke,  therefore,  il 
was  found,  did  not  die  seised  of  the  manors.  It  «*s 
further  found  that  these  manors  were  holden  of  ' 
Abbey  of  St.  Benet's,  Huime.' 


.    Death  of  Ch6rhs  the  Bold 

The  allusions   to  public  affairs  contained  in  the 
letters  about  this  tsnie  are  of  some  interest.     News 
came  from   Rome   that  a  great  embassy,  consisting 
of  Earl   Rivers,   Lord   Ormond,    Lord   Scrope, 
other  lords  of  England,  had  been  honourably  rtcwve 
by   the   pope,   but   after   their  departure    had 
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yhhed  of  thoir  plate  and  jewels  at  twelve  miles'  dis- 
tance from   Kome,      On   this   they   returned  to  the 
city  to  seek  a  remedy,  foi  the  properi)'  they  had  lost 
was  worth   Tully  a   tKousand   marks.     In  the   same 
letter  mention  is  made  of  the  conquest  of  Lorraine 
by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  his  disastrous  eicpedi- 
tion  into  Switzerland  immediately  after. 
By  the  first  of  these  events  the  prospects  tiMD«veor 
of  Margaret  of  Anjou  were  seriously  im-    Bureunrjyby 
paired,  and   ihe   French   king   paid   less 
attt-ntion   to    her    interests.       In    the    second,   the 
victorious   career   of    Charles    the    Bold    had    been 
already  checked  by  the  first  great  defeat  at  Grandson. 
His  vanguard  had  been  broken,  his  artillery  captured 
by  the  Swiss,  his  whole  army  repulsed,  and  booty  ol' 
enormous   value    left   in    the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
'And  so,'  as  Sir  John  Paston  reports  the  matter, 

l^the  rich  saletts,  helmets,  garters,  nowches  gilt,  and 
It  is  gone,  with  lents,  pavilions,  and  all ;  and  so  men 

"^eem  his  pride  is  abated.  Men  told  him  that  they 
were  froward  karls,  but  he  would  not  believe  it. 
And  yet  men  say  that  he  will  to  them  again.  God 
speed  them  both  I '  ^ 

This  expectation,  as  we  know,  was  verified,  and 
the  result  was  that  the  defeat  of  Charles  at  Cirandson 
was   followed  by  another  still   more  de-   .,,    ,    , 
cisivc  defeat   at    Morat.       Yet    C'harles.   A.n.  i<?j.' 
undaunted,  only  transferred  the  scene  of  ^'^i'"- 
action    to    Lorraine,    where    he   met    with   his   final 
defeat  and  death    at   Nancy,      The  event   made  a 
mighty  change.      The  duchy  which   he   had  nearly 
succeeded  in  erecting  into  an  independent  kingdom, 
and   which,   though   nominally  in  feudal  subjection 
to  France,  had  been  in  his  day  a  first-rate  European 
power,    now   fell    to   b    feftiale.      The   greatness  of 
Burgundy  had  already  departed,  and  the  days  of  its 
feudal  independence  were  numbered.     To  England 

_the  state  of  matters  *as  one  of  deep  concern,  for. 
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should  France  tum  hostile  &gam,  the  keeping  d 
Calais  might  not  be  so  easy,  unless  the  young  ISiidus 
Mary  could  succeed  in  organising  a  strong  govern- 
ment in  the  Low  Countries.  A  Great  Council  ws 
accordingly  convoked  by  the  king,  and  met  on  ihc 
i8th  of  February.  Tlie  world,  as  Sir  John  i'asloti 
wrote,  seemed  to  be  *all  quavering.'  nislurbantc 
was  sure  to  break  out  somewhere,  so  that  •younc 
men  would  be  cherished.'  A  great  comfort  thU,  m 
Sir  John's  opinion,  and  he  desires  his  brother  Jotin 
to  '  take  heart '  accordingly,' 

Conclusion  of  the  Family  History 

His  brother  John,  however,  found  occupalion  of 
a  more  peaceful   character.     About   this   very  timt 

joim  Pision    ^^  ^^^  ™*^  *'^'^  *  '^'^y  named  Misery 
ud  Mare«ry  Brews,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Bre*!. 
"*"■■  and  had  clearly  deiennincd   in  his  iJ«n 

raind  that   she  would  be  a  desirable  wife  for  hiin. 
In  the  spring  of  the  year  1476,  he  had  heard  tliats 
certain  Mrs,   Fitzwalter  had  a  sister  to  marry,  tO^ 
thought    his   brother   Sir   John    might    negotiait  * 
match  for  him  in  that  quarter;^  but   the  affaii  ftli 
through,  apparently  because  his  brother  refused  10 
stand   surety  that  he  would  make  her  a  jointure  of 
50   marks   a.   year."     Not    many    months,    howeW 
passed  away,  when  he  and   Dame   Ehzabeth  Brt** 
were  in  corresirandence  about  his  proposed  mam»g« 
with   her  daughter.     He  had  promised   the  mothw 
not  to  speak  his  mind  to  the  young  lady  herself  v^ 
he  had  come  to  an  agreement  with  her  parents :  h*" 
Margery,  I  suppose,  had  read  his  purpose  without  *" 
explicit  declaration,  or  had  forced  it  out  of  him.     ^^ 
all  events  she  was   no  coy  heroine  of  the  mode*' 
type,  but  had  a  very  decided  mind  upon  the  subje*^ 
and  gave  her  mother  no  peace  with  her  solicit*! io*^^ 
to  bring  the  matter  to  effect.* 
1  N«.  7»         *  Nd.  777.  a  No.  77».  '  Not  780.  TO.  ** 
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nother,  Tor  her  pari,  was  not  unwilling,  and 
believing  that  pecuniary  matters  might  be  easily 
arranged  with  her  husband,  wrote  to  ^.o,  ,,„, 
John  Paston  in  February,  reminding  him  •''«''■ 
that  Friday  was  Valentine's  Day,  when  every  bird 
chose  hira  a  male.  She  also  invited  him  to  visit  her 
on  Thursday  night,  and  stay  till  Monday,  when  sh* 
Jioped  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
;r  huiiband.  In  fact,  she  sliowed  herself  quite  eager 
iT  the  match,  and  alluding  apparently  lo  some 
difficulty  tnade  by  her  husband  lo  terms  that  had 
been  already  offered,  said  it  was  but  a  simple  oak 
that  was  cut  down  at  the  first  stroke.'  Thtis 
encouraged,  John  PaslO'ii  persevered  in  his  suit,  and 
Margery  wrote  him  very  warm  and  ardent  letters, 
iliing  him  her  well-beloved  valentine,  and  vowing 
lat  she  would  accept  liim  with  half  the 'livelode* 
■  actually  [lossessed.-  The  question,  however,  was 
iow  much  the  father  Could  afTord  to  give  along  with 
his  daughter,  and  what  Margaret  Paston  and  Sir 
John  could  do  that  they  might  have  a  reasonable 
seltltmenl.  Sir  John  Paston's  answer  was  very  dis- 
couraging. He  felt  himself  in  no  condition  to  help 
iJs  brother,  and  after  pointing  out  the  difficulty  of 
on  some  flf  his  suggestions,  he  added  in  a 
'&shJon:  'This  matter  is  driven  thus  far  forth 
iout  my  counsel ;  I  pray  you  make  an  end  with- 
out n:>y  counsel.  If  it  be  well,  I  would  be  giad  ;  if 
it  be  otherwise,  It  is  pity.  I  pray  you  trouble  me 
no  more.'* 

Margaret  Pa,ston,  however,  showed  3.  mother's 
aeart  in  the  affair,  and  consented  to  entail  upon  the 
young  people  her  manor  of  Sparham,  if  Sir  John 
would  consent  to  ratify  the  gift,  and  forgo  hJs  pro- 
spective interest  in  the  succession.  Even  to  this  Sir 
John  would  not  quite  con^ienl.  He  wished  well  to 
bis  brother,  owned  that  it  would  be  a  pity  the  match 
should  be  broken  off.  and  did  not  wonder  at  what 
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bis  mothef  had  d&ne;  but  he  saw  reasons  why  be 
could  not  'with  his  honesty'  confirm  it.  He  did 
not,  however,  mean  to  raise  any  objection.  'The 
Pope,'  he  sftid,  '  will  suffer  a  thins^  to  be  used,  birt 
he  will  not  license^  nor  grant  it  to  be  used  nor  done, 
and  so  I  '  He  would  be  as  kind  a  brolheras  could 
be,  and  if  Sir  Thomas  Urcws  was  afraJd  he  might 
hereafter  disturb  John  Paston  and  his  vrii'c  in  the 
possession  of  the  manor,  he  was  quite  ready  lo  give 
a  bond  that  he  would  aitempi  no  such  thing.  The 
manor  was  not  his,  and  he  professed  he  did  not] 
covet  il.^ 

Sir  John  seems  really  lo  have  desired  his  hroiher's] 
happiness,  though   fiom   his  own  bad  marta^eaient 
he  knew  not  how   to  help  him.*     Hitherto  he  hxd 
been  the  mediator  of  all  such  schemes  for  him,  pro- 
bably  bL'cause    the    younger    brother    believed   his 
prospects  lo  be  mainly  dependent  upon  the  head  of 
the    house;    and    I    am  sorry  to  ^say  he  had  been 
employed  in  the  like  duty  even  after  John  Paston 
had  begun  to  carve  for  himself.     For  it  is  clear  thai 
after   receiving   those   warm    letters    from    Margay 
Brews,  in  which  she  called  him  her  valentine,  anti 
was  willing  to  share  his  lot  if  it  were  with  half  his 
actual  meanSf  he  hnd  commissioned  his  brother  onoc 
more   lo   make  inquiries   about  a  certain    Mtstrcs 
Barly.    Sir  John's  report,  however,  was  unfavourable. 
It  was  'but  a  bare  thing.'     Her  income  was  insig- 
nificant, and  she  herself  was  insignificant  in  person; 
for  he  had  taken  the  pains  lo  see  her  on  his  brother'* 
account.     She  was  said  to  be  eighteen   years  of  age, 
though  she  looked  but  thirteen :  but  if  she  was  Ihe 
mere  girl  that  she  looked,  she  might  be  a  woman 
one  day.' 

Perhaps,   after  all,    like  Captain    Absolute,.  Job" 
Paston  had  more  a  mind  of  his  own  in  the  maltet 
than  might  he  inferred  from  his  giving  so  many  com- 
missions to  another  to  negotiate  a  wife  for  him.     A' 
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an  events,  if  he  had  not  made  up  his.  mind  before, 
he  seem?  really  to  have  mcide  it  up  no*,  and  he 
steered  his  way  between  difficulties  on  the  one  side 
and  on  the  other  with  a  good  deal  of  curious  diplo- 
macy, for  which  we  may  refei"  the  reader  to  th&  letters 
jtbemselves.'  In  the  end,  though  Sir  John  seems  to 
ive  been  in  vain  urged  hy  his  mother  to  show  him- 
elf  more  liberal,*  all  other  obstacles  were  rerooved, 
and  during  the  autumn  of  the  year  1477  the  marriage 
took  effect.-'' 

Before  Christmas  in  that  same  year,  it  had  become 
apparent  that  children  would  soon  follow  of  their 
union  ;  *  and  after  the  New  Year  John  Paston  took 
Margery  to  her  father's  house  to  be  with  her  friends 
a  short  time,  while  yet  she  could  go  about  with  ease/' 
Their  eldest  child  was  born  in  the  following  summer, 
and  received  the  name  of  Christopher."  Other 
children  followed  vt:ry  soon,'  and  by  the  time  they 
had  been  sevpn  years  married,  John  and  Margery 
Paston  had  two  lads  old  enough  to  be  sent  on 
messages,''  besides,  in  all  probability,  one  or  more 
daughters.  It  was,  however,  their  second  son, 
William,"'  that  continued  their  line,  and  became  the 
icestor  of  the  future  Earls  of  Yarmouth. 
If)  the  spring  of  1478  S!r  John  Paston  was  again 
involveri  in  a  dispute  with  a  powerful  nobleman. 
The  Dukeof  Suffolk  revived  hisold  claim  7)  n  t  * 
to  Heltesdon  and  Drayton,  and  ventured  subwi  a-win 
to  sell  Ihe  woods  to  Richard  Ferror,  the  b"'"^"""^''- 
Mayoc  of  Norwicbi,  who  thereupon  began  tocut  them 
down.  Sir  John  broupht  the  matter  into  Chancerj', 
and  hastened  up  to  London.  Kerror  professed  great 
regret,  and  said  he  had  no  idea  hut  that  the  manor 
was  io  peaceable  possession  of  the  duke,  adding  that 
if  Sir  John  had  sent  him  the  slightest  warning,  he 

'  Noi  7ST.  TW.  TW.  TW.BOL        »  Nc  »3.        »  No.  BOB.        <   Uul. 
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*  He  wain  liuiT-er  uf  M«inc  rminrncD^  rrccivcil  the  huJiour  orkni^hLliooJ 
from  Hdnty  vol.,  Qrd  was  Sheriff  rf  Norfclk  in  mj-tA.  He  di*d  in  15^4. 
t\  vt^t  lii^  jri'Lnd,',4Jj,  aitmlher  ^ir  Wtliyd^lit  wJiiiKlianiB  i^  u,  well  kLrunrri  in 
Norfolk  u  ihE  loundeT  a<  lb*  Nuiih  Wabliav  Grammar  Scboot 
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would  have  reficimed  from  making  such  a 
This,  however,  was  a  mere  pretence  ;  for.  as  Sir  John 
remarked    to   his   brother,   he   must   certainly   have 
spoken  about  the  matler  beforehand  with  some  wdl- 
informed  men  in  Norwich,  who  would  ha%e  sei  him 
ri^fht.'     At  all  events  Ferror  went  on   with   what  he 
had  begun,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  Drayton  wood 
was  felled  by  Corpus  Christi  Day,  the   aoth  day  of 
May,     Whetley,  a  servant  of  Sir  John   Paston,  who 
had  been  sent  down  from  London  on  the  business, 
writes  on  that  day  to  his  master  that  the  duke  had 
made  a  formal  entrj'  into  Hellesdon  on  Wednesday 
in  VVhitsun  week.      He  dined  at  the  muior-house^ 
'  drew  a  stew,  and  took,  plenty  of  fish.'     I  suppose 
from  what  follows,  (hat  he  also  held  a  court  as  lord 
of  the  manor,     '  At  his  bein^  there  that  day,'  wrile? 
Whetiey,  '  there  was  never  no  man  that  played  Henxi 
in  Corpus  Christi  play  better  and  more  agreefcble  to 
his  pageant  than  he  did.     But  ye  shall  undcrstaixi 
that  it  was  afternoon,  and  the  weather  hot.  and  hcsn 
fcebie  for  sickness  that  his  legs  would  not  bear  hrm, 
but  there  was  two  men  had  great  pain  to  keep  hiitt 
on  his  feet.     And  there  ye  were  judged.     Somcnid 
^'  Slay  "  ;  some  said  "  Put  him  in  prison."   And  forth 
come  my  lord,  and  he  would  meet  you  with  a  spew, 
and  have  none  other  'mends  for  the  trouble  ye  hiK 
put  him  to  but  your  heart's  blood,  and  that  will  hr 
g*t  with  his  own  hands  :  for  and  ye  have  Hellesdon 
and  Drayton,  ye  shall  have  has  life  with  it."* 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  Duke  of  SufTolfc*os 
not  in  high  favour  with  the  king,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered at  this  time  that  Sir  John  Paston's  inflnenot 
at  court  was  very  high.  Although  the  affair  liil' 
Anne  Haute  had  been  broken  off,  it  was  expected 
that  he  would  marry  some  one  nearly  related  to  the 
queen's  family  ;  and  Margaret  Paston  thought  it  * 
strong  argument  for  the  match,  if  her  son  could  find 
it  in  his  heart  to  love  the  lady,  that  it  would  pm 
'  ti<^.  B14.  R6.  «  No.  HT. 
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ftbly  set  at  rest  the  question  of  his  title  to  Hellesdon 
and  Draylon.'  This  ambitious  hope  vras  not  destined 
lo  be  gfatifled.  VVe  know  not  even  who  the  lady  was 
that  i&  thus  referred  to  ;  and  as  to  the  dispute  with 
the  Duke  ofSufTollc,  it  remained  unsettled  at  least  a 
year  and  a  half — in  fact,  as  long  as  Sir  John  Pat^ton 
lived.* 

Two  or  three  months  after  the  beginning  of  this 
dispute,  William  PasCon  the  uncle  accompanied  the 
Dukti  of  Buckingham  into  Norfolk  on  fil^mage 
to  the  shrine  of  our  Lady  at  Walsirtgham.  At  his 
coming  he  brought  a  report  that  there  was  hkelyalso 
to  be  trouble  in  the  manor  of  Oxnead,  rtc  manor 
which  belonged  to  his  mother  Agnes,  the  o^Omeid. 
widow  of  the  judge.  The  nature  of  this  trouble  is 
not  atat'cd  ;  but  apparently  it  was  either  occasioned, 
like  the  odier,  by  a  claim  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
or  it  was  feared  tht:  duke  might  attempt  to  profit 
by  it.  '  Wherefore  I  pray  you,'  writes  Sir  John 
Paston  to  his  brother,  '  take  heed  lesl  that  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk's  council  play  therewith  now  at  the  vaca- 
tion of  tfiif  benirfice,  as  they  did  with  the  l>enefice  of 
Drayton,  which  by  the  help  of  Mr.  John  Salett  and 
Donne,  his  men,  there  was  a  quest  made  by  the  said 
Donne  that  found  that  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  was  very 
patron,  which  wa.'i  false ;  yet  they  did  it  for  an  evi- 
dence-' Whether  the  duke's  council  attempted  the 
same  policy  on  this  occasion,  we  cMnot  say  ;  but  by 

jme  means  orother  the  Paston  family  were  hindered 
jm  exercising  their  right  of  presentation,  so  that 
"they  very  nearly  lost  it,  A  rector  named  Thoinas, 
presented  to  the  living  by  Agnes  Paston  three  years 
before,  died  in  March  1478.  On  the  5th  August 
following,  Agnes  Paston  made  out  letters  of  presenta- 
tion in  favour  of  Dr.  Richard  Lincoln,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  this  presentation  did  not  pa.*5 ;  and 
eight  days  later  she  presented  a  certain  Sir  William 

lolle,  who  we  are  told  ran  away.     Her  rights,  how- 
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ever,  were  contested  ;  and  after  the  benefice  had  rfr* 
mained  more  than  a  year  vacant,  some  insisted  that 
it  had  lapsed  to  the  bishop  by  the  patron  not  harine 
exercised  her  rights  within  six  months  She  had 
however,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  delivered  Sir  William 
Holle  his  presentation  within  that  period  .  and  ihoufjh 
he  did  not  avail  himself  of  it,  shf  w-as,  after  a  good 
deal  of  trouble,  allowed  to  present  again.' 

In  the  spring  of  1478  Margaret  Paston  had  a 
serious  illness,  and,  thinking  that  it  would  cam-  her 
off.  she  made  her  will.  She  lived,  however,  six  yean 
longer,  and  the  will  she  had  made  was  superseded  tn 
another  dated  on  the  4th  of  February  I4S».*  For  in 
the  interval  considerable  changes-took  place  tn  the 
family,  which  ws  shall  menrion  presently.  At  this 
time  she  had  five,  if  not  six,  sons  and  Iwo  daughtas. 
but  the  daughters  were  both  of  ihem  married  ;  and, 
as  we  have  already  intimated,  she  was  particular!" 
anxious  about  her  son  Walter,  whi)  >ns 
W.IW  PMon.   ^^^  ^j   Oxford   being  educated  for  iht 

priesthood."  He  had  not  y*t  lalten  orders,  whrn 
his  mother,  finding  some  benefice  vacant,  of  wHv^ 
she  expected  to  have  the  disposal,*  thought  of  con- 
ferring it  wpon  htm,  and  took  advice  upon  th«  nuttff 
of  Dr.  Pykenham,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Arches,  She 
was  told,  however,  that  her  intention  was  quite  a^nd 
the  canon  law  for  three  reasons :  first,  because  h« 
son  had  not  received  the  tonsure,  which  was  popu- 
larly called  Benet ;  secondly,  he  had  not  aitaintd  '.hf 
lawful  age  of  four-and-lwenty  ;  and  thirdly,  he  "fouW 
require  to  take  priest's  orders  within  a  twelvemonth 
after  presentation  to  the  benefice,  unless  he  had  ^ 
dispensation  from  the-  Pope,  which  Dr.  Pykenhsm 
felt  sure  he  could  never  obtain.*  His  progress  frt 
Oxford,  however,  seems  to  have  given  satisfaction  10 
1  No>.  US.  s«.  m,  an,  ftffi.        'T}».aiT,8fii        ■  n<vSii 

<  Oaneiul,  whicK  viu  cenamly  vncani  at  ilir  date  wliich   1  iuwi 
J>o«ed  to'bc  1K0I  of  MargLireL    Pn.s[on*s  appliGii:]ati  10   Dr-  Pykenbons, 
in  bti  mo[bcT-in-l»w  Agn«  Puion'i  gifi ;  hut  ii  Is  noi  ai  nil  iiiilik«I|r ' 
iKih  was  iKc  living  jn  qu«,iEiDn,  as  tht  may  fY<fth^Fyahly  have  eapcdcd  10  I 
abk  lo  (iccrkil  upoii  tbc  olil  lady  lo  nive  it  10  bci  i;iaiidwit'         '  NihB 
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his  tuloT,  Edmund  Aiyard,  who  repons  on  the  4lh 
March  1479  that  he  might  lake  a  ba.cheior'5  d^ree 
in  art  when  he  pleased,  and  afterwards  proceed  to  ihe 
^ulty  o(  law.^  This  course  he  intended  to  pursue  ; 
and  he  look  his  degree  at  Midsummer  accordingly,* 
then  returned  home  to  Norwich  Tor  the  vacation. 
His  career,  however,  was  arrested  by  sudden  illness, 
and  he  died  in  August.  He  left  a  will,  hastily  drawn 
up  before  his  death,  Ity  which  it  appears  that  he  was 
possessed  of  the  manor  of  Cresiinghani,  which  he 
(wqueathed  to  his  brother  John  Paston,  with  a  pry- 
viso  that  if  ever  he  came  10  inherit  the  lands  of  his 
father  it  should  go  lo  his  other  brother  hdmund.  He 
also  possessed  a  l!ock  of  sheep  at  Mautby,  which  he 
desired  might  be  divided  between  his  sister  Anne 
V'elvertonand  his  sister-in-law  Margery,  John  Paston "s 

Of  Margaret  Paston's  other  sons  one  named  Cle- 
ment is  mentioniid  in  Fenn's  pedigree  of  the  family  : 
but  he  is  nowhere  spoken  of  in  thecorre- 
spondence.    I  presume  that  renn  was  not 
without  authority  for  inserting  his  name  in  the  family 
tree,  and  I  have  surmised  thai   he  was  one  of  the 
'  young  soldiers,'  about  whom   Margaret   Paston  was 
.solicitous,   who  went  over   to  Calais   in   r475-     ^* 
may  perhaps  have  died  soon  after.     The  absence  of 
his  name,  cspecialiy  in  his  mother's  will,  is  at  least 
slrong  presumptive  evidence  thai  be  was     RtimunJand 
not   alive   in    1489.       Edmund   Paston,     wiiiiam. 
another  brother,  was  probably  of  about  the  same 
age  as  Waller,  perhaps  a  year  or  two  older ;  and  the 
youngest  of  the  family  was  William,  who  in  the  be- 
pnning  of  the  year  1479  was  learning  to  make  Latin 
verses  at  Eton,*     He  must  have  been  at  this  time 
barely  nineteen  years  of  age;''  but  he  had  precoci- 
ously fallen  in  love  with  a  certain  Margaret  Alborow. 
I  No-  Bsa.  ^  fiof.  830.  an.  '  ko.  sh. 

*  No.tfT.  Seca  picvioo.^  IcLtcr  vf  bis,  No.  BM.and  flFfO  a  a?lJCv  vf  bU 
lOkmlins  ■>  cuiv  u  Aueiui  1477,  iihin  Maream  Vnvinn  wiiis  lo  Sir 
Job*  ur  pijr  f-M  bii  boinl  aitd  Kbowl-hin.  g^wiUi  mi  •tihti  nfi;i^,«Hci 
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He  writes  to  his  bryther  John  Paston  how  he  faA_ 
became  acquainted  -with  ht?r  at  the  tiiarnagc  <if 
elder  sister, — that  she  was  not  more  than  eighteen  i 
tiineteen  (which  was  jtisl  about  his  own  age) ;  tli 
she  was  lo  have  n  poriion  in  money  and  plale  wh« 
ever  she  was  married,  hut  he  was  afraid  no  'live- 
lode'  or  lands  till  after  her  mother's  decease.  Hi 
brother  John,  however,  could  find  out  thai  by  in 
quiry.'  As  might  have  been  eKpuctt'd.  ihis  calt-lov 
caoic  Co  nothing.  I  do  not  kno^v  H  William  Psslon 
ever  married  at  all.  At  a  more  advanced  a^c  hu 
hrothur  Edmund  wTites  to  him  offering  lo  visil  on  his 
behalf  a  widon',  who  had  just  'fallen'  at  Wonied, 
whose  deceased  husljand  had  been  worth  _^icoo, 
and  had  tL*l"t  her  too  marks  in  money,  with  pLale  of 
the  same  value,  and  j£,"io  a  year  in  land,' 

For  Edmund  Fasten  hinisell  the  same  kind  uf 
office  had  been  perfoimed  in  147^1  by  liis  hrolbe/ 
John,  who,  having  heard  while  in  London  of 'i 
goodly  young  woman  to  tnairy,'  spoke  with  some  oJ 
her  friends,  and  got  their  consent  to  her  nurrunt: 
his  brother.  She  was  a  merL'er's  daughter,  and  mi 
lo  have  a  porUoii  of  ^J0«  in  ready  monc)-,  wul  so 
marks  a  year  in  land  after  the  deceas.e  of  .1  ste[^ 
mother,  who  was  close  upon  fifty.  This  match,  liu« 
ever,  did  not  take  effect,  and  about  three  years  latfJ 
Edmund  Paston  married  Catherine,  the  wido*  nf 
William  Clippesby,^ 

The  year  1479  was,,  like  several  of  the  years  pre- 
ceding;, one  of  great  mortality,  and  it  was  marked  liy 
several  deaths  in  the  Pa.'iton  family.  'I'he  grave  had 
not  yet  closed  over  Walter  Paston,  when  news  cafli* 
Dcaihaf  to   Norwich  of  the  death  of  his  grind- 

\cve*Pas>on:  jngthtT,  old  AgncE  Pasion,  the  widow  of 
the  judge.     At  the  same  time  John   I'aston's  wife*. 
Margery,  gave  birth,  in  her  husband's  absence,  loi 

t  Mu,  MT,  9  No  U6. 
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Kin  Rglxrl,  who  PkUat  KJierefoTC  have  bisen  bcnn  beTore  Fcbruarj*  1481. 
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child  that  died  immediately  after  it  was  bom.'  This 
perhaps  was  a  mere  accidental  coincidence^  Two 
months  later  Sir  John  Paston  (ound  it  necessary  to 
go  up  to  London  on  business,  pan!)',  it  would  seem, 
about  his  dispute  with  the  Duke  of  Suffulk.  and 
partly,  perhaps,  to  keep  watch  on  the  proceedings  of 
tu?  uncle  William  with  regard  to  the  lanris  of  his 
grandmother  ;  for  it  appears  that  his  uncle,  wbo  im- 
mediately on  his  mother's  death  laid  claim  lo  the 
manor  of  Marlijigford.'^  bad  been  making  certain  ap- 
plications to  iht!  cscheator  on  the  subject,  which  were 
naturally  viewed  with  jealousy.  On  his  arrival  iti 
(own.  Sir  John  found  his  chamber  ill  veniilatt'd,  and 
his  'stuff  not  ao  clean'  as  he  had  expected.  He  felt 
uneasy  for  fear  of  the  prevailing  sickness,  and  some 
dinppointments  in  money  matters  added  sensibly 
lo  his  discomfort."  He  fell  ill,  and  died  ma  aisu 
in  November.  John  Paston  was  on  the  J"''""  ''"""■■ 
point  of  riding  up  to  London  to  have  brought  down 
his  body  with  thai  of  his  grandmother,  who  had  been 
Icepl  unburied  nearly  three  months,  to  lay  them  both 
in  Bromholm  Priory,  btisid«  his  father.  But  he  was 
met  by  a  messenger,  who  told  him  that  his  brother 
hajd  already  been  buried  at  the  White  Friars,  in 
London.' 

Wc  cannot  close  the  record  of  Sir  John  Paston's 
life  without  a  certain  feeling  of  regret.  The  very 
defects  of  his  character  give  an  inlen^t  to  it  which 
we  do  not  feel  in  that  of  hi.s  father  or  of  his  brother 
John.  He  is  a  careless  soldier,  who  loves  adventure, 
lias  some  influence  at  court,  mortguge.^  his  lands, 
wastes  his  property,  and  is  always  in  difficulties. 
Unsuccessful  in  love  himself,  he  yet  does  a  good 
deal  of  wooing  and  courting  disinterestedly  iti  behalf 
of  a  younger  brother.  He  receives  sprightly  letters 
from  his  friends,  with  touches  of  broad  humour 
occasionally,  which  are  not  worse  than  might  be 
expected  of  the  unrestrained  freedom  nf  the  age.' 

1  No.  ni~      I  No.  gIT.      D  No.  SM.      *  Ho.  UL      •  Nm.  IR-TM- 
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He  patronises  literature  too,  and  *  Wanscnber  i  _ 
books  for  him.'  With  his  death  the  domestic  interest 
of  the  Paston  Letters  almost  comes  to  an  end,  and 
the  quantity  of  Th«  correspondence  very  gn&tiy 
diminishes.  The  love-irakinf;,  the  tittle-tattle,  and  a 
good  deal  of  the  humour  disappear,  and  the  few 
desultory  letters  that  remain  relate,  for  the  raost  ■ 
either  to  politics  or  to  business. 

As  socin  as  the  news  of  his  death  arrived  in  NorfoU 
John  ['aston  wrote  to  his  mother,  desiring  that 
The  title  to  brother  Edmund  would  ride  to  Marling- 
Mw-iingrord  ford,  Oxnead,  Paston,  Crowmer,  and 
"■  """  ■  Caister,  to  intimate  his  right  of  sucwssJon 
to  the  tenants  of  these  different  manors,  and  to  wajn 
those  of  Mariingford  and  Oxnead  to  pay  no  rents  lO 
the  servants  or  otijcers  of  his  uncle  Wiliiam.^  These 
two  manors,  the  reader  will  remember,  beloogiid  to 
Agnes  I'aston ;  and  her  son  William,  with  whom  slifi , 
lived,  had  doubtless  watched  the  old  lady's 
health,  and  made  preparations  even  before  her  aclu 
decease  to  vindicate  his  claim  to  them  as  £.oan  as  the 
event  o^;cu^red.^  The  manor*,  however,  having  been 
entailed  under  Judge  Paalon'h  willf  properly  descend«l 
to  Sir  John  Paston, and  after  his  death  to  his  broEher 
John.  In  accordance,  therefore,  with  his  brother's 
instructions,  Edmund  P.aslon  rode  to  Marlingfordon 
Sunday  bufort  St.  Andrew's  Day,  'and  before  all  tie 
tenants  examined  one  James,  keeper  there  for  Willmin 
Paslon,  where  he  was  the  week  next  iieforc:  Si. 
Andrew ;  and  there  he  said  that  he  was  not  U 
Marlingford  from  the  Monday  unto  the  Thursday  al 
even,  and  so  there  wa.s  no  man  there  but  you  _ 
brother's  man  at  the  time  of  his  decease'  (we  ire 
quotirg  a  letter  olVVilliam  Lomnour  to  John  Paston). 
'So  by  that  your  brother  died  seised.  And  youi 
hrother  Edmund  bade  your  man  keep  possession  to 
your  behoof,  and  warned  the  tenants  to  pay  no  man 
tilJ    ye   had   spolten    to   them.'      In    the   afternooa 
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Edmund  went  on  to  Oxnead,  where  a  servant  named 
Piers  kept  possession  foi  Sir  John  Paslon,  and  he 
fouad  that  William  Pastun'^  agent  was  not  tht^re  at 
the  ciine,  but  had  ordered  anoiher  man  to  be  there 
in  his  place.  Whether  that  amounted  to  a  con- 
tintUnCe  of  the  possession  of  \ViJLiain  Fastun,  was  a 
point  to  be  considered.' 

A£  usual  in  such  ca&es,  fanners  and  lenajits  had 
everywh<;re  a  bad  time  of  it  utitil  unde  and  nephew 
were  agreed,  John  Paston's  men  threatened  those 
of  his  uncle  William  at  Harwollbury,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  his  wncle  Williarp's  men  mclesled  those 
of  John  Paston  at  Marlingford.-  During  the  interval 
between  Agnts  Pasion's  denth  and  that  of  Sir  John, 
the  tenants  at  Cromer  had  been  uncertain  who  was 
to  be  their  lord,  and  at  Paslon  there  was  a  dmilar 
perplexity.'  Sir  John's  bailiff  ordered  the  Paslon 
tenants  to  pay  no  rents  to  Mr.  Wilham  Paston;  but 
one  Henry  Warns  wrote  to  Mr.  William  of  the 
occurrence,  and  ordered  them  to  pay  none  to  any 
one  else.  After  Sir  John's  death  Warns  still  con- 
tinued to  be  troublesome,  making  tenants  afraid  to 
harrow  or  sow  lest  they  shouid  lose  their  labour, 
pretending  that  John  Paston  had  given  him  power 
over  everything  he  had  himself  in  the  place.*  Things 
went  on  in  this  unpleasant  fashion  for  a  period  of  at 
least  five  y^rs.'* 

Margaret  Paston  survived  her  son  Sir  John   five 
years,  and  died  in  1484,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  lii.* 
In   her  very  interesting  will,  made  two    ne»ihor 
years   before  her  decease,  a  number  of    Mmkmci 
bequests  of  a  religious   and  charitable      ""™' 
kind  show  how  strongly  she  felt  the  claims  of  the 
poor,  the  sick,  and  the  needy,  as  well  as  those  of 

>  NO.H7  ,'  Nas.8M  88S,M6.  '  Na.  Hl- 

•  No».  Til  and  7^  *!iUh  by  injulvi:rr«n<;«  I  b«Lve  aMigned  ifQ  vh^  year 
1474.  t'bey  ue  andaubtEdly  of  tlit  yeaj  njq.  tbe  runner  being'  wniiOD 
jD«t  bcfw«  Sir  Jail  D  pAstoih's  dcalb,  and  tLc  latter  o-ficr  it. 

•  No.  WO  .     . 
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hospitals,  friars,  anchoresses,  and  parish  churcU 
From  the  bequests  she  makes  to  her  own  family,^ 
appears  that    not    only   John     Paston,    her    eW< 
surviving  son,  but  his  brother  Edmund  also,  was  by 
that  time  married,  a-nd  had  children.     To  Edjnnnd 
she  gives  'a  standing  piece  white  covered,  with  a 
garlick  head  upon  the  knop,'  'a  gilt  piece  covered, 
with  an  unicorn,'  a  feather  bed  and  a  *  transom,'  and 
some  tapestry.     To  his  wife  Catherine  she  leaves  a 
purple   girdle  'harnessed  with  silver  and    gilt,"  and 
some  other  articles ;  and  to  their  son  Robert,  who 
must  have  been  quite  an  infant,  a!1  her  swans  marked 
with  '  Daubeney's  mark,'  to  remain  with  him  and  his 
heirs  for  ever.     Various  other  articles  are  left  to  ha 
daughter  Anne,  wife  of  William  Velverlon,  to  her 
son  William,  to  John  and  Margery  Paston,  and  to 
their  son  William  and  to  their   daughter   Elixabeli 
(apparently  Christopher  Paston,  the  eldest  child,  wai 
by  this  time  dead),  and  also  to  Constance,  a  natural 
daughter  of  Sir  John  PaStOn.     She  also  left  £i'i  to 
John  Calle,  son  of  her  daughter  Margery,  when  he 
should  come  to  be  twenty  years  of  age,  and  if  he  died 
before  that,  it  was  to  be  di^-ided  between  his  brftlhen 
William    and    Richard    when    they   grew    up.      To 
Margery  Calle  herself  and  her  husband  Richard  she 
left  nothing.' 


Times  of  Richard  111.  and  henry  VII. 

The  personal  interest  of  the  correspondence  is  not 
altogether  exhausted,  although,  as  we  have  alreadT 
remarked,  it  is  very  greatly  diminished  after  the  deuh 
of  Sir  John  Paston.  But  the  political  interest  of  the 
remaining  letters  is  so  great,  that  they  are  almost 
more  indispensable  to  the  historian  than  the  prwed- 
^.  .   .        ins  ones.     The  brief  and  troubloi  rdan 

Richard  iii.  P„ '    l       j  •  -ii  -         V  * 

of  Richard  iii.  receives  illustration  fttMO 
Iwo  letters  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  (0  John  Paston. 
The  first  was  written  in  anticipation  of  Buckingham's 
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rebellion,  requiring  him  to  make  ready  and  come  to 
London  immediately  with  '  six  tali  fellows  in  harness,' 
as  the  Kentish  men  were  tip  in  the  Weald,  and  meant 
to  come  and  rob  the  city.'  Again,  on  the  Earl  oF 
Richmond's  invasion,  the  duke  desires  Paslon  to 
mcci  him  at  Bury  with  a  compan)',  to  be  raised  at 
the  duke's  expense.^  There  is  also  a  copy  of  King 
Richard's  proclamation  against  Henry  Tudor,*  of 
which,  however,  the  text  is  preserved  in  other  mss. 

The  troubles  of  the  reign  of  Henry  vn,  at    first 
were  scarcely  less  in  magnitude   than  those  of  the 
tyrant  whom  he  overthrtw.     Bui  some- 
how  or  other  the  new  king  had  the  art  of     '""y""- 
discovering  who  was  to  be  trusted  and  who  was  not, 
John    Pasion    was    soon    found    out   to    be   a    man 
deserving   of  confidence.       Very    early,   indeed,   in 
Henry's  reign,  he  must  have  acquired  some  influence 
at  court.     Two  months  had  not  elapsed    |j,|,„  paiion 
after  the    battle  of  Boswoith   when   we  sberitfof 
God  him  SheriH"  of  Norfolk.     The  Duke  ^''^'"'■ 
of  SuflToik  writes  to  him  to  issue  proclamations  in  the 
king's    name    against   certain   rebels   who    were   in 
confederacy   with    the   Scots. ^      The    Countess    of 
Surrey  writes   to    him    to   intercede  with    my   Lord 
FitRwalter  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in  behalf  of  her 
imprisoned    husband.''     Lady  Fitzhugh,  a    daughter 
of   the  great    King-msker.  calls  him   her  son,   and 
requests  his  favour  for  her  daughter  Anne,  wife  of 
the    fugitive  Yorkist  rebel  Francis,  Viscount  Lovel, 
whose  pardon  she  was  making  importunate  suit  to 
obtain."     The  king   him^ielf  writes  to  him,"  and  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  addresses  letters  to  him  as  his  '  right 
Weil  beloved  councillor.'*     The  earl,  of  course,  was 
bis  old  friend,  and  we  may  presume  it  was  through 
his  inBuence  that  Paston  was  recommended  to  the 
king's  favour- 
So  much  honour,  trust,  and  confidence  bad  already 
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been  bestowed  on  him  when  the  rebeUion  of  La 

Simnel  broke  out  in  the  second  yetrcf 
simoei'i         Henry  s  reign.     Of  that  coiDmotion  we 
nbtUioii.       ij^^g  jjjjjjg  interesting   iHustratJon%  bj 
which  h  is  clear  that  the  gentry  of  Norfolk  were  at 
first  doubtful  of  the  success  of  the  king's  cause,  and 
that  many  were  indisposed  to  obey  his  sumiDons  to 
battle.     Sir  William   Boleyn  and  Sir  Hairy  Heydoo 
had  gone  as  far  as  Theiford  on  their  way  tov'ards 
Kent,   when  they  received  advice    which  indocwJ 
them  to  return.     Sir  Edmund  Bedingfield  ■wrote  tc 
John  Paston,  he  beheved  that  they  wouM  not  go  if 
the    king   warned   them.      But  there  were  araiikf 
rumours  about  John  Paston  himself,  and  it  was  ckd 
said  that  he  meditated  mischief.     It  is  tjue  he  bad 
actually  waited  on  the  king,  in  the  train,  appaiaitly, 
of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  one  of  the  two  generals  lo 
whom   the   military  powers  of  the  whole   kdngdom 
wer«  at  this  time  intrusted;  but  it  was  suspwwt 
perhaps  owing   to  the  application  made  to  him  on 
her  account,  that  after  my  lord's  departure  ftoin  the 
king  he  had  been  with  the  Viscountess  Lovd,  whwe 
husband  was  among  the  rebel  leaders,     'Butwntb 
said  never  weil,'  adds  Dedingfield  in  reporting  ihis 
rumour  to  John  Paston  himself.     It  was  evident  iKii 
he   had   enemies,  and  it  was   neccssarj-  to  conduct 
himself    at   such    a    critical    period   with    extreaie 
discretion.' 

At  this  time  the  rebels  had  not  yet   landed  ffl 

England.     Nothing  had  been  known  of  their  laan- 

ments  till  veiy  lately  ;  but  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  Ui 

been  in  Flanders  with  the  Lady  Marg«f* 

in^^n         of  Burgundy,  the  chief  organiser  of  the 

qnihe  conspiracy.      The     Kast    Coast,   it  ws 

EiitCoMI.  J  in  1  I  J 

supposed,  was  chiefly  threatened ;  and 
the  king  had  made  a  progress  through  SufTolkand  Not- 
folk  to  animate  the  people  to  loyalty.  CotQiais^oiu 
of  array  had  been  issued  for  the  Eastern  Counties  i 
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On  the  15th  Henry  kept  his  Easter 
,  j  after  which  he  went  on  to  Walsinghani, 
!ice  to  Coventry.'  News  came,  however, 
seemed  to  show  the  East  Coast  was  in  no 
lediate  danger,  The  rebels  had  left  the  Low 
inlries,  hut  they  had  gone  to  Ireland.  The 
£iemen  of  the  Eastern  Counties  were  informed 
.  the  Liing  would  put  them  to  no  further  charge 
flat  time,  but  hoped  the  country  would  be  ready 
■easonable  warning.'' 

'he  extraordinary  farce  enacted  in  Ireland — the 
Ignition  of  I^mbert  Simnelas  the  son  of  Clarence, 
coronation  In  Christ  Church  Cathedral,  Dublin, 
his  enthusiastic  and  universal  reception  by  a 
pie  to  whom  political  truths  have  been  at  all  nmes 
nportant,  and  rebellion  a  mere  amusement, — 
iCwere  facts  that  could  not  have  been  easily  realised 
sober-minded  Englishmen.  The  news,  indeed, 
Id  scarcely  have  reached  England  very  much  in 
lace  of  the  rebel  hosts  themselvcft,  which  presently 
sedthesea  and  landedai  Furness  in  Lancashire.* 
ess  than  a  fortnight  they  penetrated  into  the  heart 
)ngl;uid,  where  they  were  met  by  the 
f$  forces  and  suffered  a  complete  g^tl,';''' 
throw   in  the   battle   of  §toke.       In   John  Pavon 

battle  John  Paston  w'as  with  the  "''  "  ' 
I's  army,  and  seems  to  have  done  some  dis- 
uished  service,  in  recognition  of  which  he  was 
^ted  by  the  kitig  upon  the  field  of  battle.  The 
e  honour  was  conferred  at  that  time  upon  fifty- 
persons  besides  himself,  while  thirteen  others 
;  made  knights  bannerets.* 
ir  John  Paston,  as  he  was  now  called,  continued 

:c  SpedtjLDK^t  Notei  in   Dsicoii'i  Henry  vii. —  tl'irrks  0/  Bacon,  v3, 

wu  bul  on  the  ;Lh  May,  at  Speddin^  hat  prrinied  iiui  (Bncn,  s^i) 
\iE  priEidpal  pwEy  of  ih«  ivl'cU  Inndvdin  trrlancl.  On  iti?  4t^  June 
laid  crositd  ilic  cfinmwl  and  landed  in  Ljntniliiie.  The  coicniiion 
nbrrt  SiDirna]  Itzptilr  pla<-c  on  AsiwnBork  t)ay,  iht  ^ifCh  Mny- — t^KsUt  trf 

■ri.  197.) 
blUzid,  Ctrli-  IV.  314. 
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to  rnaintain   his  inQuence  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
and  the  icing-     The  earl  was  Lord  High 
fhe^EwioT    Admiral,  and    he  made  Sir  John    bis 
Ad^°^ar*       deputy;  in  which  capacity  we  find  lettcn 
addressed  to  him  about  a  whale  taken  off 
the  coast  of  NorfoJk,'  and  deputations  waiting  upon 
him  al  Caister  from  the  coq^oraiioii  of  Yarmoulh,- 
besides    some    correspondence    with    the    earl    as 
AdmiraL*      He   got   his    brother  William   into  tJi« 
earl's  service ;  and  though   ultimately   the  eari  vns 
obliged    to    dismiss   him    as   being    'troubled   wilh 
sickness  and  ciased  in  his  mind,'*  William  Pitsiun 
certainly  continued   many  years  in  the  carl's  house- 
hold.    H  e  became,  in  fact,  a  means  of  communication 
between  the  carl  and  his  brother^  and  in  one  caAC  vt 
have  an  Impartant  letter  addressed  to  the  earl  by  the 
king  on  the  subject  of  the  war  in  Britanny.  copied 
out  by  William  Paston  and  forwarded  to  Sir  John.' 

The  eager  interest  with  which  this  war  in  Britanny 
was  watched  by  Englishmtn — the  anxiety  to  fcesm 
Thewfiiin  ^^hat  had  became  of  English  volunlten, 
Briuiiny.  and  of  the  forces  sent  thither  aftenrari 
by  the  king's  authority — is  shown  in  several  of  the 
letters-,*  The  facts  relating  to  the  whole  affair,  snil 
their  true  chronology,  had  been  a  good  deal  confuted: 
and  mis-stated  until  the  late  Mr.  Spedding,  in  ediun^ 
Lord  Bacon's  History  cf  Henry  ///.,  compared  ihe 
testimony  of  the  Paston  Letters  with  that  of  olhtr 
original  sources.'  But  it  would  lake  up  too  iBUCb 
space,  and  involve  writing  a  complete  history  of  itf 
times,  to  show  what  important  light  is  thrown  upon 

■   Nni.  SOS,  907.  '  Ni..  SH 

3  Nt...  SIffi,  936,  9X1.  «  Nil.  BM-  »  No.  SIl 

»  bf[idr>  BM,  907.  918.      An  nJlaiion  to  ihii  tmr  oceyn  in  Baniir' 

■  Tbc  ImltltH  H  inr,  pcTC^aIl,^c  in  ^mal^  Bridkjn, 
][t  Francr.  in  r].iLndcn,  u>i  1c  Ihi;  worltlt^  rn^l.. 
Kin  «i>ld  \n  lUv  kiuire,  of  !ti^riei  m  utirrrfei  k  ain 
In  inidi.i  drmaiiji't  in  *IcsJ  vS  \!bv  Lcgcndc. 
Aiid  vCnvp  clA.^{y  f^  h«.sf  (ht  fame  tni#nd 
Mllc  h  railur  ttuui  the  4crniicc  far  10  ^oar.' 

'  Speililiiig'i  5rt£o».  vi.  68.  71,  84,  gj-S,  loi'i. 
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this  ajid  other  subjects  of  Interest  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  vii-  by  the  scattered  notices  of  political  events 
contained  in  these  letters;  and  we  must  be  content, 
for  the  remainder  of"  the  period,  briefly  to  indicate 
the  malleis  ol' public  interest  referred  to. 

The  risini*  in  the  North,  in  which  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland  was  slain,  is  the  subject  of  two 
letters  : '  and,  closelly  connected  with  this  subject,  if 
OUT  chronology  is  to  he  relied  on,  is  an  iniended 
progress  uf  the  king  into  Norfolk  a  few  weeks  earlier, 
which  was  abandoned  for  some  reason  not  explained. 
The  Great  Council  which  Henry  had  summoned  on 
the  affairs  of  Bntanny  appears  to  have  been  dissolved 
on  the  jrd  March  1489.  Two  days  before  it 
separated,  the  Earl  of  Northumberland   ^,    ^   , 

'^  .  ,  11-,  The  Eur! 

was  appointed  to  protect  the  kingdom  oiNmii- 
against  the  Scots,  and  entered  into  inden-  "'"'*''''"''■ 
tyres  with  the  king  at  Sheen  '  for  the  keeping  out  of 
the  Scots  and  warring  on  them,'  But  instead  of 
having  an  outward  enemy  to  contend  with,  before 
two  months  had  elapsed  he  found  himself  called 
upon  lo  put  down  the  revolt  in  Yorkshire,  and  he 
was  killed  on  the  aSlh  April. 

The  kinft,  if  his  original  designs  had  been  adhered 
to,  would  by  this  time  have  passed  through  the 
Eastern  Counties,,  kept  his  Easter  at  Nor-  . 

wich,  and  gone  on  to  Walsingham.'''  In  «>>.»]  vuiiw 
the  course  of  his  progress  he  was  to  have  ^°''°^*^- 
visited  the  Earl  of  Oxford  at  his  mansion  at  Heding- 
ham  in  Essex,  where  William  Fasten,  Sir  John's 
brother,  was  staying  in  (he  earl's  service.  Sir  John 
himself  had  notice  from  the  earl  to  come  lo  him  with 
the  same  number  of  men  'defensably  arrayed'  as  he 
had  before  granted  to  do  the  king  service  ;"  and  in 
anticipation  of  the  royal  visit  to  Norfolk,  William 
Paslon  sent  orders  lo  the  Bailiff  of  Maulby  to  have 
his  horse  Bayard  well  fed,  whatever  it  cost,  that  the 
animai  mighl  look  fat  and  sleek  when  the  king  came.* 

~    1  Not.  nt,  ne.       '  No.  m.      »  Ko,  ha.      '  no,  m. 
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This  order,  however,  it  must  be  observed,  is  pnm- 
sional,  '  if  Bayard  be  unsold ' ;  and  perhaps  the 
proviso    may   point   10   the   reason   why    the    royal 

progress  was  abandoned.  The  subsidy  which  caus«d 
the  rising  in  Yorkshire  was  heavily  feJt  over  the  whole 
kingdom  besides;  and  though  at  another  time  s  royaJ 
progress  might  have  been  very  popular,  the  king 
doubtless  saw  that  it  would  be  unadvisable  [o  add  to 
the  expenses  of  his  subjects  at  a  time  when  they 
were  so  severely  taxed  already- 

In  No.  935  we  have  a  list  of  the  persons  who 
were  made  Knights  of  the  Bath  on  the 
creation  of  Henry,  the  king's  second  son 
(afterwards  Henry  viii.)  as  Duke  of  Yofl^^ 
in  November  1494.^  ^|, 

In  July  1495,  the  corporation  of  Yarmouth  writP" 
to  Sir  John  Paston  about  the  capture  of  five  captain* 
Pcritlb  of  Perltin  Warbeck's  host,  who  landed  at 

warbeck.         Deal  With  about  140  men,  when  an  inra- 
sion  was  attempted  by  the  pretender.      Whatever 
encouragement   was    (,'iven    to    Perkin   abroad,  hit      . 
appearance  oiT  the  coa<;t  of  Kent  gave  little  satisbo^B 
tion  to  the  inhabitants,  who  killed  or  took  prisoaef^l' 
every  man  that  set  foot  on  the  land.      Perkin,  leaving 
his  friends  to  their  mercy,  sailed  away,  only  creating 
a  little  disquietude  as  to  where  he  would  next  make 
his  appearance,     One  of  the  captains  taken,  wliosc 
name  was  Belt,  said  he  knew  he   had  no    hope  of 
mercy,  and    therefore   did  not   mind   revealing  tie 
plans  of  his  comrades.     They  meant  to  gain  posses- 
sion of  Yarmouth  or  to  die  for  it.*     If  this  was  said 
in  good  faith,  the  rebels  must   have   been  so  dis- 
couraged by  thei  r  reception  at  Deal,  that  they  changed 

1  Na.  93B— ThU  Ikl  a|(n^E«  {irclty  wfl!  •Jth  the  nnnwc  |iviil  in  ttc 
dcacrilJiiun  ot  \be  ntemii.tiy  primed  by  me  in  Ltttm  mmd  P*!*''  <f 
RieI<aHii  Jfr.jmd  H/Hry  I'/l,,  .Til.  i.  p.  J90.  Bui  br^idei  jonie  wtiiiim 
in  sppllme  uiit  a  dl^errnce  in  u-nc  pUi:e  as  lo  ihc  ChHiliui  BtwDCi  nkfj  !!>■ 
Eneliides  the  nam*!!  uf  Lords  Harineion  ..od  Ciilfdid,  who  on  aia  lhiJS'  M 
nicnlioncd  in  [he  olh'CE  v  tisiriii):  JKcn  made  Kiiigliia  cf  the  Baib  an""' 
occaiion,  h'ul  who  wem  le  be  attludtil  byihe  iiaiMnfrc  tJi«,i  lliueKn 
^□Jy  Iwcihty  liAth^  apd  beds  pTQVtdcd  bvidcf  XiM^  of  *lie  pcioce  iumt^ 
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ir  plans  and  went  to  Ireland.  But  it  may  of 
course  have  been  said  purposely  in  order  to  mislead. 
It  was,  however,  effectual  in  creating  some  alarm 
about  the  safety  of  the  town.  The  corporation 
received  a  promise  from  Sir  John  Paston  that  aid 
should  be  forthcoming,  if  required  ;  bin  the  very 
next  day  intelligence  was  received  that  the  rebel 
fleet  had  sailed  westward,'  and  doubtless  before 
many  days  more  all  serious  atarm  was  at  an  tnd. 

The  next  political  loiter  refers  to  Edmund  de  la 
Pole,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  whose  first  escape  from  England 
was  made  in  the  summer  of  1499-  The  tJn.d,ndOit 
king  was  then  staying  at  Godshill,  in  the  laPoit- 
lale  of  Wight,  where  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  with 
him  ;  and  the  laHer  wrote  to  Sir  John  Paston  on  the 
loth  August  to  make  inquiry  what  persons  had 
accompanied  the  fugitive,  or  were  privy  lo  his. 
departure,  commanding  him  to  take  into  custody 
every  one  whom  he  could  lind  to  have  been  any  way 
concerned  in  the  matter,  or  any  'suspect'  person 
who  seemed  to  be  'of  the  same  affinity,'  found 
hovering  near  the  sea  coasts.^  Writs  were  issued 
the  very  same  day  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  Eastern 
Counties  to  prevent  persons  leaving  the  kingdom 
without  a  hcence.* 

The  next  letter  after  this  is  &  notification  from  the 
king  to  Sir  John  Paston,  given  on  the  ;olh  May  1 500, 
that  Catherine  of  Arragon,  the  affianced 
bride   of  Arthur,  Princ*    of  Wales,  was   Sfc^Zrin. 
expected   in    England   in    the   following  <jfA.fa|n>n 

»j  „.       ,    ,       °  -       ,      "    soEnsland. 

Hay.     Sit  John  Paston  was  required  to 
be  ready  to  give  his  attendance  at  her  reception  at 
that  date  ;  but  owing  to  a  change  of  plans,  she  did 
not  arrive  before  October  1501.^ 

After  this  there  is  nothing  more  relating  to  public 
matters  during  Sir  John  Paston's  life;  but  we  must 
not  pass  over  without  notice  the  very  curious  account 

•  No.  H7.  >  No.  9«a. 

»  ialltnmttdJ'a^i  Ku.  ffl.  unit  Hm.  Vtl..  ml.  ii.  p.  377. 

*  No.  Ht- 
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given  in  No.  953— a  letter  which,  though  among  th« 
Paston  papers,  has  no  obvious  connection  with  tb^| 
Paston    family  at  all— of   ihe    meetu^H 
H^X     between  Herry  vii.  and  Philip,  King  of 
and  Pbiiip      Castile,    at    Clewer,    near    Windsor,   in 
January  1506.      It  is  well    known    how 
Philip,  who  until  the  death  of  his  mother-in-law, 
Isabella  of  Spain,  was  only  Archduke  of  Austria^  had 
set  out  from  Flanders  to  take  possession  of  his  new 
dominions,  when,  meeting  with  a  storm  at  sea,  he 
was  driven  upon  the  coast  of  England,  and  was  fo^H 
sonn;  time  entertained  by  Henry  at  his  court.     Tlii^l 
letter  gives  a   minute   description  of  the  meeting 
between  the  two  kings,,  and  of  the  persons  by  wbom 
they   were   accompanied,    noting    the   apparel    and 
liveries   of  all   present,  after  the   fashion   of  court 
newsmen.      The   scene   unque5tif>nably   must   hare 
been  a  striking  one ;  but  we  must  refer  our  readers, 
for  the  particulars  to  the  letter  itself. 


Social  Aspect  of  the  Times 

Thus  far  have  we  followed  the  fortunes  of  li 

Paston  family  and  the  history  of  the  limes  in  which^ 
they  lived,   as  illustrated  by  their  correspondence. 
The  reader  must  not,  however,  imagine  thai  wc  hare 
by  any  means   exhausted  the  materials    before  us, 
either  in  their  social  or  in  their  pohtical    be&Hngs. 
Indeed,  to  whatever  length  we  should  prolong  these 
observations,    we   could    not    but    leave   an    ample 
harvest  of  facts  to  be  gathered  in  by  others,  nor  h»ve 
we  attempted  more  than  to  bring  the  Ieadir:g  points 
of  the  story  into  one  connected  narrativie.     Of  ihc 
stiiBof         general  condition  of  society  revealed  f 
sMKiy.  us   by  this  remarkable  ronespondenca 

we  have  left  the  reader  to  form  his  own  impressions. 
But  a  few  very  brief  remarks  upon  this  subject  Mf 
perhaps  be  expected  of  us  before  we  conclude. 
The    first  thing  which  strikes  the   most  casual 


INTRODUCTION 


ccdxiii 


jserver  on  glancing  over  these  letters,  is  the 
testimony  they  afford  to  the  state  of 
education  auiung  the  people  at  the  period  """o™' 
in  which  ihey  were  writicn.  From  the  extreme 
scarcity'  of  origir^al  letters  of  such  an  early  date,  we 
are  too  easily  led  to  undervalue  the  culture  and 
civilisation  of  the  age.  But  these  letters  show  that 
during  the  century  before  the  Keformation  the  slate 
of  education  was  by  no  mtatis  so  low.  and  its 
advantagfs  by  no  means  so  exceptionally  distribxitfd, 
as  we  might  otherwise  imaffine.  For  it  is  not  merely 
that  Judge  Fasten  was  a  man  of  superior  cuUivation, 
and  look  care  that  his  family  should  be  endowed 
with  all  those  educational  advantages  thai  he  had 
possessed  himself.  This  was  no  doubt  ihc  case. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  majority  of  these 
letters  were  not  written  by  members  of  the  Paston 
family,  but  were  only  addressed  to  them  ;  and  they 
show  that  friends,  neighbours,  lords,  commoners, 
and  domestic  servants  possessed  the  art  of  writing, 
as  well  as  the  Pastons  themselves.  No  person  of 
any  rank  or  station  in  society  above  mere  labouring 
men  seems  to  have  been  wholly  illiterate.  All  could 
write  letters ;  mofit  persons  could  express  themselves 
in  writing  with  ease  and  fluency.  Not  perhaps  that 
the  accomplishment  was  one  in  which  it  was  con- 
sidered an  honour  to  excel.  Hands  that  had  been 
accustomed  to  grasp  the  sword  were  doubtless  easily 
farigued  with  the  pen.  Old  Sir  John  FastoW  evidently 
feels  it  a  trouble  even  to  sign  his  name,  and  in  his 
latter  years  invariably  allows  others  to  sign  it  for  him. 
Men  of  high  rank  generally  sign  theiif  letters,  but 
scarcely  ever  write  them  with  their  own  hands.  And 
well  was  it,  in  many  cases,  for  their  correspondents 
that  they  did  not  do  it  oftener.  Whether,  like 
Hamlet,  they  thought  it  'a  bareness  to  write  fair,' 
and  left  such  'yeoman's  service'  to  those  who  had 
specially  qualified  themselves  for  it;  or  whether, 
absorbed  by  other  pursuits,  they  neglected  an  art 
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which   they   got   others   to   practise   for    them, 
nobility  wer«  generally  the  worst  writers  of  the  day. 
Their  handwriting  and  their  spelling  were  on  &  P^|H 
and  were  sometimes  so  oiiirageous,  that  it  requireiw 
no  small  effort  of  ifiii^ination  to  comprehend  the 
words,  even  if  we  could  be  sure  of  ihe  letters. ' 

Education,  nevertheless,  was   miUcing   undoubiei^H 
progress,  both  among  high  fUld  low.     Eton  Collego| 
and  King's  College,  Cambridge,  had  been 
founded  by  Henry  vi.  only  a  few  years 
before  old  Judge  l*asH>n  died.     His  grandson  and 
namesake,  William   Paston,   as  we  have   seen,   was 
sent  to  the  former  place  for  his  education,  and  was 
leamiTig   to  construct  Latin   h&nameters  and  penta- 
meters there  in  1479.     His  progress,  it  is  true,  seems 
to   have   been    but   indifferenL      What   was   to   be 
expected  of  a  young  gentleman  of  nineteen,  whose 
attention,  even  while  at  school,  was  distracted  by  the 
thought  that  he  had  already  met  with  one  who  might 
be  a  partner  for  life  ?      Nevertheless,  in  that  same 
letter  in  which  he  writes  to  his  brother  John  what  he 
knows  of  Mistress  Margaret  Alborow,  he  sends  him 
also  a  specimen  of  hjs  perfortnances  in  Latin  versift- 
cation.    It  is  not  a  very  brilliant  production,  certainly, 
but  the  fact  of  his  sending  it  to  his  eSder  brother 
shows  that  John   Paston  too   had  gOne  through  % 
regular  classical  training  an  the  system  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  all  public  schools  down  to  the  present  day, 
II  has,  moreover,  been  remarlted  that  the  iJlustn- 
tions  both  of  Eton  and  of  Oxford  life  in  the  fifteeniJi 
century  bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  well-known 
laages  of  modem  times.     U  is  tme  AValter  Pasion's 
expenses  at  Oxford  were  not  great,  even 
°^'"^-        if  we  take  into  consideration  the  much 
higher  value  of  money  in  that  day.     For  a  period  "f 

■  A  noinhte  riample  of  tKii  »  .iflbvded  by  ibi  lellcn  of  EitmiinrI  (h  h 
Pole,  i'-^irl  tff  Suffolk,  -which  will  1>«  found  prinwd  sn  ntj  Lrlit^  **• 
Pa^i  b/  Kickard  III.  and  Hairy  r//.  Hti  !iici:eior  in  tiilt.  Ctota 
Hnndon,  Dukr  uf  Suffolli,  ihe  favouritr  of  Henry  uuL.  wrolB  .]ui" f 
bubaroiu  a  hand,  and  ouirOEtd  orihoBnp'fajr  in  a  nuutuei  ejix''' 
bevrilderiag. 
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probably  half  a  yea.r  ttiey  amounted  to  no  more  tban 
jC^  ■  5  ■  si''  ^**  when  he  became  B.A,  he  gave  a 
banquet,  as  graduates  have  been  accustomed  to  do 

since  his  (Jay,  for  which  he  was  promised  some  venison 
from  I-ady  Harcourt,  but  was  disappointed,*  Even 
the  expenses  atttnding  the  graduation,  however,  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  very  heavy.  'It  will  be 
some  cost  to  me,  but  not  much,'  wrote  Waher  Paston 
ia  his  own  case,  though  he  had  been  disappointed 
in  the  hope  of  passing  at  the  same  time  as  Lionel 
Woodvilie,  Che  qLieen's  brother,  afterwards  Bishop  of 
Salisbury,  who  apparently  would  have  borne  a  portion 
of  the  expenses  of  his  fellow-graduates.' 

From  the  letters  just  referred  to  we  are  reminded 
that  it  was  at  this  time  usual  for  those  who  received 
a  liberal  education  not  only  to  take  a  degree  in  arts 
but  to  proceed  afterwards  in  the  faculty  of  law.  At 
the  universities,  unfortunately,  law  is  studied  no 
longer,  and  di^rees  in  that  faculty  are  now  purely 
honorary. 

Some  other  points  may  be  suggested  to  us,  even 
by  the  most  superficial  examination  of  the  contents 
of  these  volumes.  The  mode  in  which 
the  letters  are  dated  by  their  writers  cominiting 
shows  clearly  that  our  ancestors  were  ''""■ 
accustomed  to  measure  the  lapse  of  time  by  very 
different  standards  from  those  now  in  use.  Whether 
men  in  general  were  acquainted  with  the  current  year 
of  the  Christian  era  may  be  doubted;  that  was  an 
ecclesiastical  computation  talher  than  one  for  use  in 
common  life.  They  seldom  dated  their  letters  by 
the  year  at  all,  and  when  they  did  it  was  not  by  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  but  by  the  year  of  the  king's  reign. 
Chronicles  and  annais  of  the  period,  which  give  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  are  almost  always  fuil  of  inaccuracies 
iji  the  figures;  and  altogether  it  is  evident  that  an 
exact  computation  of  years  was  a  thing  for  which 
lere  was  considered  to  be  little  practical  use.     As 
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to  months  and  days,  the  same  remark  does  not  appT^r. 

Letters  were  very  frequently  dated  in  this  rtspect] 
ftccortling  to  what  is  the  general  usage  now.  But 
even  here,  as  the  reader  will  not  fail  to  observe,  (here 
was  a  much  mort  common  use  of  Festivals  and 
Saints'  Days,  and  when  a  letter  was  not  wrinen  on  a 
day  particularly  marked  in  the  Calendar,  il  was 
frequently  dated  the  Monday  or  Wednesday,  or 
whatever  day  of  the  week  it  might  happen  to  be, 
before  or  afitr  such  a  c-elebration.  Agnes  Paston 
even  dates  a  letter  during  the  week  by  the  foiled  of 
the  Sunday  preceding  : — 'Written  at  Paslon  in  haste, 
the  Wednesday  next  alter  Dfus  qui  erranH&us.'^ 

Of  their  mode.s  of  computing  other  things  we  hure 
little  indication  in  these  volumes  except  in  moncj 
S'ceounts,  whirh  are  always  kept  ia  -RoaiKa_£gm^. 
No  separate  columns  are  set  3p4rt  in  MSS.  oftbb 
date  (although  for  ihe  convenience  of  the  reader  this 
has  sometimes  been  done  in  print)  for  the  different 
denominations  of  pounds,  shillings,  pence,  and  marks, 
so  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  best 
arithmetician  easily  to  east  up  totals  after  the  modem 
fashion.     The  arithmeticians  of  that  day,  in  fact,  had 

Mode  of         a  totally  different  method  of  reckoning. 

reciiomnj.  They  used  counters,  and  had  a  eounlingj 
board  or  abacus,  on  which  they  set  up  the  totals.-] 
An  instance  of  this  occurs  in  the  first  volume,  where 
John  Paston,  in  superintending  the  works  at  Caistw 
Castle,  or,  as  we  now  rather  suspect,  at  Mautby, 
thought  it  advisable  to  change  the  room  in  which 
his  coffers  and  his  'countewery' should  be  set.  In 
connection  with  this  incident  one  other  point  is 
worthy  of  observation.  On  caking  the  measure  of 
the  new  room,  John  Paston's  wife  reported  that  he 
would  find  it  less  convenient  than  the  fonner  one. 


^  The  modem  mod'  of  adding  up  iLotluniQ^  of  Anbtt  nuDurmb  wiA  ciLTlcid 
Aitfri""  al  iivigri-iK.  Thu5  Pule^gravc  i;ivt*  uan  cnnple  of  th<UM«f 
thr  word—'  1  (hall  lelten  it  lyit  limrt  Vy  lulBOTismc.  or  you  oncaMe  il 
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*  There  is  no  space,"  she  wrote,  'beside  the  bed, 

though  the  bed  were  removed  to  the  door,  to  set 
both  your  board  and  your  coffers  there,  and  [o  have 
space  to  f!o  and  sit  beside." '  WKen  it  is  considered 
that  the  room  in  question  was  a  '  draught  chamber,' 
that  is  to  say,  tlioit  it  contained  a  privy  in  addition  to 
the  furniture  which  Paston  intended  xo  introduce, 
want  of  s[«c:e  ought  certainly  to  have  been  a  very 
serious  objection. 

The  neglect  of  sanitary  considerations  in  domestic 
architecture — indeed,  in  domestic  matters  generally 
—was  no  doubt  a  prolific  source  of  disease  and 
nestilence.  Vpt  the  general  plan  of  daily  life  pursued 
oy  our  ancestors  was,  it  must  be  owned,  more  whole- 
some than  thai  of  the  nineleenth  century.  Il  iswell 
known  that  they  were  early  risers,  Innumerable 
patent  kinds  of  artificial  light  did  rot  Munmror 
tempt  them  to  waste  the  natural  hours  living. 
of  rest  either  in  study  or  in  dissipation.  Their  me&ls 
too  were  earlier.  Their  dinner  was  at  noonj  if  not 
beforej  and  after  dinner,  in  the  long  summer  days, 
it  was  customary  to  take  some  additional  repose. 
Thus  Henry  Windsor  concludes  a  letter  to  John 
Pasion—' Written  in  my  sleeping  timS'-at  afternoon, 
on  Whitsunday.'*  This  practice  of  sleeping  in  the 
day-time  was  so  universal  that  in  the  case  of  labourers 
it  was  only  thought  necessary  to  keep  it  within 
certain  limits,  and  Co  restrict  it  by  Act  of  Parliament 
to  a  quarter  of  the  vear,  from  the  middle  of  May  to 
the  middle  of  August.' 

A  curious  practice  in  relation  to  dining  mentioned 
in  Letter  361  has  already  been  incidentally  alluded 
to.  Il  was  the  year  after  Sir  John  Fastolfs  death, 
and  his  wife  had  gone  out  of  Norwich  to  reside  at 
Hellesdon.  John  Paston's  increased  importance  in 
the  county  was  shown  by  the  Mayor  Sending 
and  Mayoress  of  Norwich  one  day  sentf-  «iii"i»r""n- 
i«f  fAeir  diimers  out  to  Hellesdon,  and  coming  to 

>  \"o.  18B.  1  No.  B83.  '  Statulc  6  Hep.  vtll.  t  j. 
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dine  with  Margaret  Paston.  Or  this  kind  of  coin- 
pliment  we  have  anolhei  illustration  in  Moie's 
History  of  Riih<tr-d  UI.  It  is  welt  known  how, 
when  just  after  the  death  of  Edward  iv.  the  Earl  d 
Rivers  and  Loid  Richard  Grey  were  conductiiig  ihe 
boy  king  Edward  v.  up  to  London,  they  were  ovet- 
taken  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  at  Stony  Stratford, 
and  placed  under  arrest.  As  the  stoty  is  reportol 
by  Mofc,  Gloucester  at  first  treated  his  prisonei$  with 
courtesy,  and  at  dinner  sent  a  dish  from  his  own 
table  to  Lord  Rivers,  praying  him  to  be  of  good  cheer, 
for  all  should  be  well  enough.  '  And  he  thanked 
the  duke,' continues  the  historian,  'and  prayed  the 
messenger  to  bear  it  to  his  nephew  the  Lord  Richard 
with  the  same  message  for  his  comfort,  who  he 
thought  had  more  need  of  comfort  as  one  to  whom 
such  adversity  was  strange ;  but  himself  had  been  > 
his  days  in  ure  therewith,  and  therefore  could  bewit 
the  better' 

The  courtesies  of  life  were  certainly  not  less  valued 
in  those  rough  unquiet  days  than  in  our  own. 
chi™iiyiind  Although  men  Hke  Caxton  lamented 
couiicjy.  the  decline  of  chivah-y,  its  civilising 
influence  continued,  and  its  most  important  usa^ 
were  still  kept  up.  Among  the  books  which  William 
Ebesham  transcribed  for  Sir  John  Fasten  ai  the  rate 
of  tVOpence  4  leaf,  was  one  which  was  called  Tkt 
Gnat  Booky  treating  of  'the  Coronation  and  other 
Treatises  of  Knighthood,'  '  of  the  manner  of  malting 
jousts  and  tournaments,'  and  the  like.'  His  library, 
or  that  of  his  brother  John,  contained  also  'the 
Death  of  Arthur,'  the  story  of  Guy  of  Warwick. 
chronicles  of  the  English  kings  from  Coeur  de  LiM 
to  Edward  in.,  ihe  legend  of  Guy  and  Colbrand,  and 
various  other  chronicles  and  fictions  suited  10 
knightly  culture;  besides  moral  treatises,  like  BisliO[> 
Alcock's  AHey  of  the  Hely  Ghost,  and  poetical  wiJ 
imaginative  books,  such  as  the  poems  of  Chaucct— 
■  Hoi.  OH,  BH. 
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at  least  his  TroUui  atid  Cressiia,  his  Lcgindo/  LadUi 
(conimoniy  called  The  Ltgend  of  Gcod  Wtmeti'),  his 
Parliament  qf  Birds,  the  BtlU  Dame  sauns  Altrat, 
and  Ljdgale's  Tempk  of  Glass.  Boolts  like  these 
formed  part  of  the  recreations  of  a  country  gentleman. 
They  contained,  daubtless,  the  fund  of  ideas  which 
fathers  comniunicated  to  their  children  around  the 
winter  fire.  And  the  children  were  the  better  quahfied 
to  appreciate  them  by  an  tjducation  which  was  entirely 
founded  upon  the  principles  of  chivalry. 

Jl  was  in  accordance  with  these  principles,  and  to 
maintain  a  true  sense  of  order  in  society,  thai  ihe 
sons  of  knights  and  gentlemen  were  sent  xhn«in5ng 
at  an  early  age  to  serve  in  other  gentle-  of  niBjiDung, 
Dien's  houses.  Thus  John  Faston  the  youngest  was 
sent  to  "be  brought  up  in  the  family  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfoli; ;  and  so  common  was  this  practice,  so 
necessary  was  it  esteemed  to  a  young  gentleman's 
education,  that,  as  we  have  seen,  his  father  was 
reproached  for  ktseping  his  elder  brother  at  home 
and  unemployed.  In  a  new  household,  and  especi- 
ally in  that  of  a  man  of  rank,  it  was  considered  that 
a  youth  would  learn  something  of  the  world,  and  fit 
himself  best  for  the  place  he  was  to  fill  in  it.  It  was 
the  same  also,  to  some  extent,  with  the  daughters  of 
a  family,  as  we  find  Margaret  Paston  writing  to  her 
son  Sir  John  to  get  his  sister  placed  in  the  household 
either  of  the  Countess  of  Oxford  or  of  the  Duchess 
of  Bedford,  or  else  'in  some  other  wors.hipfu!  place.'' 
This  we  have  supposed  to  be  his  sister  Margery,  who 
(no  doubt  for  want  of  being  thus  taken  care  of)  shortly 
after  married  Richard  CaJle,  to  the  scandal  and 
disgust  of  the  whole  family.  His  other  sister,  Anne, 
was  placed  in  the  household  of  a  gentleman  named 
Callhorpe,  who,  however,  afterwards  desired  to  get 
rid  of  her,  alleging  thai  he  wished  to  reduce  his 
household,  and  suggested  that  she  'waxed  high,  and 
it  were  time  to  purvey  her  a  marriage.'     It  is  curious 
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that  the  prospect  of  her  being  sent  home  dgatn 
not  seem  to  have  been  particularly  agreeable  even  to 
her   own    mother.      Margaret   Paston  wonders  why 
Callhorpe  should  have  been  so  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
tile   young    lady   without  delay-     Perhaps    she  had 
givtn  him  offernre,  or  committed  some  dismeanour. 
Her   mother  therefore  writes  lo   her  son  John  the 
youngest   in    Lyndon   to   see   how  eousjn  Clcre'is 
'disposed  to  her-ward/  that  she  may  not  be  iindei  the 
necessity  of  having  her  home  again,  where  ^he  woiiid 
only  lose  her  time,  and   be  continually  trying  ha 
mother's  patience,  as  her  sister  Margciy  had 
before  her.' 

And  w.as  this,  the  reader  may  well  ask,  the  spirif' 
of  domestic  life  in  the    fifteenth   century?      Could 
Wiiiiiof         '*■'*  generations  of  one  family  not  ordin 
domeiik       arily  live  together  in    comfon?     W* 
"■  ""■  the    feeling     of    older    people    towards 

children  only  that  they  ought  to  be  laugbt  the  <np 
of  the  world,  and  learn  not  to  make  themseKia 
disagreeable  ?  Alas,  I  fear,  for  the  most  pari '' 
amounted  to  little  more  thun  this.  Children,  and 
especially  daughters,  were  a  mer«  burden  to  ihor 
parents.  They  must  be  sent  away  from  home  to  leini 
manners,  and  to  be  out  of  the  way.  As  soon  ai  ihq' 
grew  up,  efforts  must  be  made  to  marry  ihcm,  wd 
get  them  off  their  parents'  hands  for  good.  If  they 
could  not  be  got  rid  of  that  way,  and  were  will 
trouhlcsotiie,  they  could  be  well  ihrasbed,  lite 
Elizabeth  Paston,  the  aunt  of  the  Ust-nientionc^ 
young  ladies,  who,  as  will  be  remembered,  was  alltwwi 
to  speak  to  no  one,  was  beaten  once  or  twice  i.  we«fc. 
and  sometimes  twice  in  one  day,  and  had  her  he»l 
broken  'in  two  or  three  places  '  in  consequence' 

Such  a  state  of  matters,  however  repulsive  to  our 
feelings,  is  by  no  means  unaccountable.  That  aj^ 
was  certainly  not  singular,  however  much  mistaken. 
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in  ils  belief  that  a  Berime  of  what  is  due  to  the  State 
is  more  importani  than  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the 
family.  Our  ancestors  forgot  the  fact — as  we  too, 
in  this  age  of  school-boards,  have  been  disposed  to 
leave  U  out  of  account — that  the  most  important  part 
of  education,  good  or  bad,  must  ineviJably  be  that 
which  a  child  receives  at  home.  They  were  rewarded 
for  their  forget  fulness  by  a  loss  of  natural  affection, 
for  which  their  high  sense  of  external  order  afforded 
but  imperfect  compensation.  Admirable  as  the  feudal 
system  was  in  maintaining  the  necessary  subordina- 
tion of  different  classes,  it  acted  most  injuriously 
upon  the  homes,  where  all  that  makes  up  a  nation's 
real  worth  must  be  carefully  tended  in  the  first 
instance.  The  very  fourtdation  of  domes-  „,  ,  i. 
tic  liie  was  111  many  cases  vitiated  by  a 
system  which  put  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  heirs 
tinder  age  at  the  disposal  of  their  superior  lords.  In 
the  case  of  an  important  landowner  who  iield  of  the 
Crown,  it  was  a  regular  matter  of  bargain  and  sale. 
The  wardship  and  marriage  were  granted  away  to 
such  a  person  as  could  offer  the  Treasury  a  satisfac- 
tory sum  for  the  privilege;  and  if  the  Heir  took  it 
upon  himself  to  marry  without  licence  of  such  person, 
he  incurred  a  heavy  fine.'  Thus  was  the  most  sacred 
of  all  human  relations  made  a  matter  of  traffic  and 
aftle,  and  the  best  feelings  of  the  human  heart  were 
systematically  crushed  by  considerations  the  most 
sordid. 


I  We  have  alrvxiy  rvl^errFd,  at  p,  cixHV,  to  the  CASit  of  Slephcn  HcTKioet 
WitaiC  wanl^hip  wa.^  wLd  hy  hi5  sccpfJilhcr,  Sir  ^ohra  K^iitijlf.  to  JuxJife 
GucAitna.  but  wm  aflttwurdi  liOugni  bicli  again  la  pc?v<nt  ELi:  jadxe 
nurying  him  ti>  odc  of  hif-  awn  iliiihghiFr^,  bciEh  the  or>t;in:il  >wJc  nnd 
the  ndemjJfiDn  Ixine  04jua3ly  ncnin^l  the  will  nf  Ktrphen  Scr^t^c  hirnvif. 
w4ta  oinipl^iiicil  ibsl  Fa^iolf  Itati  '  Iwughi  and  uild  him  like  a  ^rui. 
like  particulars  cf  ibej^c   traniiaction^  an  nor  obiaihL'd   rrom   ih<   P&j-ion 


I^elJErSi^  but   in   vol-  i,   wall   hr  loand  «ev«ni]  iiolt'Cfi  of  nfs'rtUr^  tb^nUhip, 
ml  of  Thonui  fustolf  uf  Cuohnw,  Viatmnn  of   Sir   John    )^iL.>i.rlf, 


thai 


upliich  inw  botiglit  by  ^h  John  of  tht  Vin^,  afnT  cuiiimiirTi  l-iv  pjirnt 
U>  John  PA^ton  and  |>ir  Thomai^  liowcK.  ann  vbich  Ticciinif  ihr  miIij^cI 
of  a   roikI  deal  oT  coiiKrovemy  —St±    Nos,  3D?,  119,   3SS     IS3[   ISTj 
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RcmArlu  of  n 
the  English. 


The  absence  or  domestic  affection   asaao^l 
English   pi;opLe  generallj^  was,   in  Tact.,  a  suljject^ 
oljservation    to   foreigners   in    that  dl 
The  earliest  extant  report  of  a  Venetian 
ambassador  on  the  sLite  of  this  count 
was  wiittcr  in  the  reign  of  Hcnrj-  vii.,  and  in  this' 
(ind   some  very  strong   comnieots  on    the   subje 
showing  that  the  cold-heartedness  of  parents  towar 
their  children,  the  want  of  tenderness  in  husbands 
towards    th«tr  *ives,  the    mercenary   way   in  which 
marriages  were  contracted    by  parents  or  guardians 
for  the  young  people  under  their  charge,  was  such  u 
to  shock  the  sensibility  of  strangers  from  the  wamiflr 
lands  of  the  South.     To  the  Italian  mind  it  seemed 
as  if  there  was  no  real  human  nature  in  Englishmen 
at  all.     There  was  licentiousness  among  them,  to  t*g 
sure,  but  our  Venetian  almost  doubted  whethct 
high  or  low  society  an  Englishman  was  ever  tno* 
to  be  in  love.     He  had  witnessed  nothing  of  the  soit^ 
himself.     On  the  contrary,  he  had  seen  ymny  noblfr' 
men  content  to  marry  old  widows    for  the  sjktf  at 
fortunes,   which   they  hotted   to    share    soon  mih 
younger  partners  ;  and  he  suspected  ihat  although 
Englishmen  were  very  jealous    husbands,   the  moS 
■serious  offences  against  married  life  might  be  coi» 
doned  for  money.' 

It  is  impossible  to  deny  ihat  these  commenl^.i 
except  the  last,  which  we  would  fain  hope  w»»  i 
mistake,  must  have  been  lEirgely  justified.  The 
Paston  letters  bear  strong  additional  testimony  to  thf 
general  truth  of  what  our  Italian  critic  saw  in  Eng- 
land. Vet,  acute  as  his  observation  was,  an  ambas- 
sador from  thi;  stately  Signory  of  Venice  was  pcrhap* 
not  altogether  in  a  position  to  read  the  de^pei 
mysteries  of  the  English  heart  To  this  day  ci*^ 
warmth  of  the  English  nature  lies  covered  by  a  cold 
exterior;  yet  ercn  in  the  external  manners  of 
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people  the  genial  Erasmus  found  touches  which  our 
Venetian  cared  not  for,  and  did  iiol  deign  to  notice. 
While  feudalism  still  kept  down  the  natural  emotions, 
insisling  on  a  high  respect  for  order,  there  was  a 
freedom  in  sociaJ  intercourse,  and  in  tn.i;(io4B<j( 
England  more  Iban  elsewhere,  which  has  '"=""•"'■ 
long  ago  been  chilled  among  ourselves  by  the  severity 
of  Puritanism.  In  his  own  amusing  way  Erasmus 
tells  us  how  in  thi^  delightful  island  ladi<:s  and 
gentlemen  kissed  each  olher  freely  whenever  they 
met,  in  the  streets  or  in  their  hoieses.  There  were 
kisses  when  you  came,  and  kisses  when  you  went 
away — delicate,  fragrant  kisses  that  would  assuredly 
tempt  a  poet  from  abroad  to  stay  in  England  all  his 
days.*^  So  the  witty  Dutchman  informed  a  frietid  in 
the  unrestrained  freedom  of  eplstolarycorrespondence. 
And  we  may  believe  that  in  most  cases  the  severity  [ 
of  home  was  mitigated  by  a  greater  freedom  of  1 
communication  with  the  world  outside.  Only  in  \ 
cases  of  very  severe  displeasure  were  the  daughters 
of  a  family  shut  up  for  a  time,  like  Kliiiabeth 
Paston,  and  forbidden  to  speak  to  any  one.  For  the 
most  part,  they  received  the  salutations  of  strangers, 
and  conversed  with  them  without  reserve,  as  mar- 
riage was  quite  understood  to  be  a  thing  which 
depended  entirely  upon  arrangements  made  by  their 
parents, 

With  all  this,  there  was  an  urbanity  of  manners,  a  I 
courtesy  of  address,  andageneral  external  refinement, 
on   which   more  recent  limes   have  not      Uiimitv 
improved.     And  in  these  thing:s  England 
was    pre-eminert.      Our   Venetian   could   not    help 
noticing  that  the  English  s.ci:e-a- very  polite  people 
Another  Italian  of  that   day,   Polydoie  Vergil,  has 
recorded  that  in  this  respect  they  resembled  his  own 
countrymen.    The  hard  schooling  which  they  received 
at  home,  the  after-training  elsewhere  in  the  houses 
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of 'worshipful' persons,  had  latight  thetn  from  (h«r 
early  years  to  consider  above  all  things  whai  was  due 
to  others.  In  every  relation  of  life,  in  the  freest  social 
intercourse,  the  honour  due  to  parents,  to  strangcfs, 
to  noblemen,  or  to  kings,  was  never  for  a  momcni 
forgotten.  In  the  most  familiar  letters  the  son  islcs 
his  fMher's  or  mother's  blessing,  and  the  wife 
addresses  her  husband  as  'right  worshipful.'  ^Micn 
people  talked  to  each  other  on,  the  street,  they  did  so 
with  heads  uncovered.  Even  kings  at  the  mentiori 
of  other  potentates'  names  took  off  their  bats  wiifa 
reverence.* 

An    age   which,    with    all    its    many   drawhadts, 
cultivated   ideas   such   as    these  cannot    be  looked 
upon  as  despicable  or  barbarous.     We  could  haw 
wished  to  see  something  more  of  the  element  of  low 
in    families — something    more   of   the    easy  rule  of 
natural  affection  occasionally  superseding  the  hardj 
notions  of  feudal    or   parental   discipline.     But  ihij 
I:„po,i,u.c,^f    annety  to  uphold  authority,  to  presoylj 
nuiininininB      honour  foi  whom  It  Was  duc,  to  maiiiuin' 
aui  ur.  J*.         social    and    political    order   in   spile  of 
influences  which  were  conspicuously  at  work  brtakLnj 
it  up  before  men's  eyes,  was  a  true  and  wholesdtnc 
feeling,  to   the   strength   of  which  we   owe  t  detn 
unspeakable  even  in  these  days  of  progress.     Al  no 
time  in  England's  history  was  there  a  stronger  feclins  , 
of  the  needful  subordination  of  the  different  parts  of ' 
society  to  each  other  ;  but  under  a  king  incapable  of' 
governing,  this  feeling  bred  a  curse,  and  not  a  blessing 
The   great  lords,  who  should  have  preserv-ed  order 
under  the  king,  fell  out  among  themselvi^s,  aniJ  if 
spite  of  the  fen,*id   loyalty  of  the  age,  the  gieausl 
subject  became  a  king-maker. 

I  IMitut  KrMitm,  pp.  ij-ia  ;  Palydort  Vtt^X.  r<-i5.  Uentv  i'." 
confcicnce  wiih  the  Spanibli  amba.^.^aiJgf,  D«  Puebla,  Ajv^y^  a/o-V  "f  '"' 
hal  when  Ih<  it^cnfri  ^f  FcTJJnftind  and  I^^^bella  w^t#  m^nliian^  (ftafi*- 
iwhf  SftKi'li  CaJ^ndnr,  vol,  L  p.  lo),  1  hive  aijo  xcc  iifr(«»  «*''' 
tame  cuilom  cUewhere. 
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That  civil  war  should  have  broken  out  in  a  state 
of  society  like  this  need  occasion  no  surprise.  The 
enormous  retinues  of  feudal  noblemen  were  in 
themselves  sufficiently  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  and  when  the  sense  of  feudal  suhjeccion  to 
one  sovereign  was  impaired,  the  issue  could  not  be 
doubtful.  At  the  table  of  the  great  Earl  ^^^  g.^,,  ^f 
of  Warwick,  Stow  informs  us  that  the  WdmicL'i 
flesh  of  six  entire  oxen  was  sometimes  ""^ 
consumed  in  a  single  meal.  With  the  profuse 
hospitality  of  the  Middle  Ages,  he  eittertained  not 
only  all  his  regular  dependants,  but  all  chance  comer? 
who  had  any  acquaintance  in  his  household.  Visitors 
were  also  allowed  lo  carrj'  off  joints  from  his  table, 
and  the  taverns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Warwick's 
inn  were  actually  Full  of  his  meal.'  Such  a  nobleman 
had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  friends  to  fight  for  him 
in  the  day  of  battle  He  maintained,  in  fact,  what 
might  be  called  a  little  standing  army  at  all  limes, 
and  if  an  emergency  arose,  doubtless  many  who  had 
dined  at  his  table  would  flock  to  his  standard,  and 
take  his  wages.^ 

The  causes  which  had  produced  the  wars  of  the 
Roses  were  carefully  watcbedhy  the  Tudor  sovereigns, 
and  one  by  one  rooted  out.  Laws  were  TheXador 
passed  again.st  noblemen  keeping  large  ^"'•<^y' 
retinues,  and  were  not  suffered  to  remain  a  dead  letter. 
The  nobility  of  England  teajned  to  stand  in  awe  of 
the  Crown  in  a  way  they  never  did  before,  and  never 
have  done  since.  Every  branch  of  the  royal  family, 
except  the  reigning  dynasty,  was  on  one  pretext  or 
another  lopped  away.  Every  powerful  nobletnan 
knew  that  just  in  proportion  as  he  was  great,  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  be  circumspect.  Under  Henry 
vitt.  and  EliKaheth,  birth  and  rank  counted  for  very 
little,  and  the  peers  became  submissive  instruments, 
atutious,  and  indeed  eager,  to  carry  out  the  sovereign's 
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will.  In  short,  the  unity  of  a  divided  nation  was 
restored  under  a  set  of  politic  kings,  who  enforced 
the  laws,  kept  down  the  nobility,  and,  in  spite 
of  their  despotism,  were  generally  loved  by  the 
people. 


PEN  DIX 


AND    INTRODUCTION 


Will  of  Petrr  Le  Nbve-— S«  p-  av, 

The  following  cxiracls  from  the  will  of  Pclcr  Lc  Neve,  u 
contained  ini  ihc  principal  regi?4lcr  at  Docinrs*  Commons,  arc 
cutiau5  in  mher  icspccls  besides  their  bcariag  on  tbc  liLstory 
of  the  P^Lon  Mss. 

Item.  I  sivf  and  bprm^rh  unro  ilie  Reverend  Doctor  TaRn«',Cluinrvl]Tor 
qT  tiarwich,  and  Mr.  ThDnuu  MotIld  of  Pttl^ravC^  ail  my  O-bftrocts  out  of 
Tccords  nM  -d^tds,  books.  jwligrKs  ^*aK  iwp?f^t  n-nd  oihcr  collcciioni 
which  ihalloiil-y  leliii:  in  ihe  *nti>mi*yes  and  biHloiyor  Norfolk  jrjjl  SulTwIk, 
or  one  oi  iLeni,  upon  t^undid^n  tlial.  ifaty,  dc  ibe  lUTvivcE  of  ibem,  oi  ihc 
«:v«:ul&r«  in  Adni  litLilTalvrt  af  »ud^  f.urvivi>rB  dd  iknd  aHeiIL  Htlliin  Hwdw 
ttHiitJjA  ni^Ki  a.rier  iny  dticc:!^.^  j^rocun  a  ifwd  and  utfc  rcpo^it^iy  in  ibc: 
CoeIikItbJ  ChnrcEL  of  Noru/Lch,  or  m  -^giiil'  ei[hcT  gL'KKi  and  publick  buiiLding 
111.  like  aid  city,  hi  tI'c  pT<;^rvii|.ign  <j^  the  '^me  i:<-l lcc<iv"T» ,  hv  rfc*;  i4»r  am 
beaetiEl  oriuch  curtou.t  MnoniA^^tudl  hf  duircus  lo  j[t4p«:L.  [nnicribt,  or 
COTtfvli  ihc  same.  AnJ  I  doe-  ^lercby  t;iv*  full  pdwn  lo  ilie  toid  Doctor 
Tanner  and  rbomas  MariiEk,  and  lo  tbc  »urvi^f  or  tbtnif  oad  cd  ibc 
executors  or  admlE^L^traEors  tit  z^ucb  lurvrvor,  ta  fix  and  prEhribe  luch  rules- 
and  <rTtEcT»  far  the  cuhlod)-  and  prracrvsiion  of  the  Hiif  coIIcclljus  u  Lfacy 
ihiLU  think  pi^HJ^^  ■  .  ■ 

I  [cm*  my  will  and  mind  t^,  that  if  my  sud  Wife  FnncvBiJkall  At  any  limr 
h^rtiKher  intermATTy  wiih  Titonmit  Allen,  my  btie  ckrk.  then  1  will  chai  -^hfr 
fehaJt  hnve  a/id  Cfijo-y  tuti  the  annuUy  or  summeor  fgaiy  pounds  per  annuin 
from  th«  fime  of  Bucb  hts  iiLterrnarn'ai;?,  and  noe  more  (hjd]  be  paid  unia 
bd  by  an y  aforesaid  tni»cec<  ;  vindl  1  fTrickLy  chArg«  nnd  r^rb^d  her,  ihe  ^Jiid 
Fraan^  in  (wrmiu  tlieiaid  Tliiniii*  AUtn  ti>camt  imtiaiwof  my  dsidys.or 
■a  T«nd  or  gif«  him  any  of  my  bciolcivar  papers,  or  lO  sulTvr  him  many  resipHzt 
to  intcnneddle  wiib  my  affair*.  Item.  I  eivci  anio  my  vaid  wife  FriukCG 
mch  gpodcaniil  thing v  alt  Bow  juitS  W^'-cfaingLom  ok  I  ^lall  mcncaviiHand  v-tt 
dowo  iriacFriain  papsr  lo  be  liigTied  and  Jcri  by  mQ  Tar  ihai  purposr^  licoi, 
1  give  unto  my  mJJ  wife  FmlHirs  riiy  Ct*«ti,  sUvct  pill,  liiy  Cultai,  silver 
|Mnyi  cnyjcwdl,  my  bemld't  coai  jinicliain<  Ucri.  ]  give  unLu  Hi;nrieii& 
Bc^tDDEh«  lumnf'  af  twvlvp  pence  per  week.,  la  be  paid  lu)  Kief  from  ihe  frrst 
dKyoTAueiui  iLstrDT^okngiirB-eushtalull  continue  witLh  meni  Wychin^' 
htm-  Item.  I  wilt  ihjif  nil  my  ihelvs,  preaiWj  drawets,  ajid  bonK  nuuc  in 
my  rnidy  A^  Wychiimti^cri  a^b^II  gc*  nfong  wiih  toy  Nirfotlc  and  Suffolk 
oollectioni  ID  Norwicb.  -  -  -  _ 

Ik^i  rhc  rcAiduc  of  my  printed  it  munuscript  boolcs,  Bnn&aaDd  ihing^ 
r«liitine  [o.iniBquity.  I  clvt  ihcmunio  uEch  pcrwn  Jind  pprvm^.  and  bod  yes 
nil  tic  or  corporale,  as  1  ^bnll  diTci:!  and  appoint^  in  n  papei  lo  be  slgnfid 
■jid  Ivfl  by  me  for  tllAl  purpour. 


Tj^oAfffif  wi/f  ntu  /ttoDcti  jtA  N^MmScm^Q. 
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2.  Originals  or  Fknn'sTkisu  and  Fovkth  Voluku. ' 

The  following  are  the  results  of  an  esuninalioii  of  some  of 
the  Icticrs  primed  by  Fenn  in  hh  Third  and  Foarth  Votmne 
which  1  eollaicil  ihriiuEhciui  in  1S7S  with  (heir  newly  rccovx 
originab  ;  and  a.\iQ  of  a  gen«r*l  cwnoty  exAiaiaa^<ta  of  otlic 
whicl)    I   roailc   a-l    the    same    Lime,    somclimcB  wilt    piuticui 

refefenee  to  obscttte  anA  doutifut  teailing& 
No.  19. 
The  first  paragraph  of  this  docaiDcnl:  is  crosfcd  thiou^ 

Lhe  M5. ,  and  do^s  nut  end  with  '  $wori?/  Lut  has  the  fpllQWIH^^a 

wuhIs  additional  :— '  And  ihet  i*  oon  Will'  P*sli>n,  on  of  ih^  . 
Justice  of  uur  Soverayae  Lordi:  in  [he  Comene  Place,  tckeih  fee^gj 
iiid  lewarde,' — which  of  course  are  superfluous,  the  stal 
being  coiiiained  in  the  ncEt  paragraph. 

The  imc  readLng  of  the  ecidtnscment  is — '  Falsa  liilla 
Dalljry  ad  parliament umiemporcuiio  Hcnt'CreyfuitTice 
ante  annum  i^iiciodcein'utn  Ktgis  Henriin  vj"' 

In  the  texl  ol  this,  document  Ihe  spelling  tjf  ihe  Ciiigitial  t^-^ 

been  preserved  wiih  such  s-cropulfius  fidelity  (hat  the  only  etffc.-^, 
I  have  been  able  lode-ttcl  are  aifollDW^ — In  hoe  2  of  ihrt;w<--~w 
paragiaph,  'Sovt'raj'ne' shoald  I* 'SuieriiyTie' ;  ]  ''"-'  i—-- ^    ^' 
■  malcr '  should  be  '  raalere  ';  and  on  pigc  37,  line  5, 
should  be  *  K.yn£.' 

No.  3S. 
Page  43,  line  2,  "thei.*    la  Fetiti,  '  y'";  h  the  ms.,  '  y*.* 
„       line  5,  'yow,'  'lettyr.'     In  «s.,  'low," letter.' 
„       line  5,  '  otF.'    The  ward  is  rilher  douhiful  in  the  jfj 
,,        lirje    30,     'Bylbys. '       NanK    doubtfui;     looks    JU, 
'Kylbys.'  7 

,,       line  15, '  Yowr'is  'Zow'  in  ms.  i 

Thcae  arc  the  only  variati>)ns  [  found  between  the  Mi.  4nd 
tile  leil  as  printed  hy  Fenn. 

No.  37. 

This  is  only  a  brief  erlracl.  The  orieinsi  is  n  long  IfltH, 
WiiS.\  Fenn  calls  'a  mcmDr.-induni  '  nn  the  bai:k  i>t  it,  fnmi 
which  he  infers  the  date,  is  the  lalter  part  of  a  dmfi  agreement 
cwveiing;  the  wliole  baclt  of  the  letter,  Hnd  datfd  on  Ptssiao 
Sunday  (die  Dominica  in  Passione  Domini)  a.d.  14^,  11 
Hen.  VI.  In  this  lalter  ';««/' (printed  in  F^nn  '  pvef 'I  iiin 
the  MS.  '  pur"  ;  "  reruenaiit '  (printed  id  Fenn  '  lemcn'nt 'I U in 
the  MS.  'remcn'"nl.'    'Wednesday'  isinlbews.  '  WednessBl»r  ■' 


No.  46. 
The  signature  in  the  ms.  is  '  Augneis  Posion.' 
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The  fignntutc  is  nol  Ihel  if  Edmund  PftstQii,  Lirolliet  of  the 

liisl  liihfl,  whij  dii'l  iti  1449,  lillt  of  EdiliUfid  Pnstun,  Ihe  son  of 

ihat  Johji.  Tlie  date  is,  there/ore,  very  mucii  later,  iind  ihe 
John  Pasion  lo  whom  the  leiler  is  addressed  must  be  John 
Paston  ihe  youngesr,  calk-d  of  Gelston.  ThK  shaald  have  been 
-evident  Troin  the  mere  fact  of  the  letter  being  datid  nt  M&utby, 
a  p\ac-f  which  came  10  the  first  John  by  martiage,  and  with 
which  hi^  brc-thcr  Edmund  could  nave  h^di  nothing  la  do  1  hut 
the  poitil  escape  mc 

No.  ST. 

FcTLn  says  [he  direction  of  this  letter  is  ohlituraied,  but  t  see 
DO  Appeaiance  of  any  dirvccion  at  all.  I  am  cnnrLrmed!  in  my 
opinion,  of  ils  early  date  by  the  handwriting,  wliJch  cocreaponds 

■with  thut  of  Margaect  Pfiaton's  letters  itt  this  peticd,  irij  is 
rile  unlike  thut  ol  het  later  ones. 

No.  60. 
'dt  *  ni«,'  the  original  hits  '  mo, '  as  I  conjectured. 


No.  117. 

Page  159,  line  11,  'an  haugh  Jon,  &c,'  The  absence  of 
pniiciuation  in  the  MS- nnd  the  pcculi>r  style  of  diction  have 
tKTe  misled  the  Editor,  who  fuppi^ed  that  the  \iiL«f  or  beiry  of 
the  while  ihotn  must  have  been  popularly  called  '  a  hnujjh  John. ' 
The  reading  of  the  MS.  IS  '  an   hnuglie  I'a,  &c.'      It  We  supply 

pun et nation,  and  exieniE  the  contraction,  the  pinssage  stands: 
'  shuld  not  be  worth  an  haii^e.     Jdea.  &c. ' 

No.  lU. 

The  word  *Copia"  h  writteti  ir  the  mar^n  al  the  heginning 
of  this  letter,  in  the  handwriting  iif  the  letter  itself.  This  es- 
plalni  why  there  is  nnn  addtcif,  as  tnenlLoned   by  Fenn,     The 

Imdoisemc^iit  which  he  uses  as  a  hcadini;,  and  which  he  says  is 
Md  an  ancien.1  hand,'  ii  not  conicmporDncaus. 


fin.  140. 


Although  this  letter  lihMdeit  by  Fenn— 'To  William  Waylc," 
Iheic  is  DO  address  on  the  Ms. 


k 


No.  IBB. 

Page  211,  Une  J  from  hbltotii  of  teil,  'Denrtey.'     The  MS. 
id«  '  Genney. '     See-  fnotnole.     This  letter  has  a  pofttscript  in 
three  para{;T,a.phs,  which  is  omitted. 

No.  171, 
<  Vfb»t  is  primed  of  this  letter  h  but  a  set  of  estracta  fiwiB  th« 
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OTJginal.     P^e  aaS,  line  3.  *  Cooke  ys  tenement*  is  a  nit-- 
t«flding.     The  MS.  Has  ■  Goold  y&  tenement.'  M 

tio.  183. 

WhU  is  piinled  is  only  an  extract.     The  paragraph  atta  the 

dite  beginning  '  My  uncle  Phclyppc  '  ki  not  a  postKTipl  in  Ita 
original,  but  occurs  in  the  body  of  the  letter  d^wr*  ihe  [ 
passages     Thcpaaxag-es  tjmilted  reretto  'youtworkal  Maulb 
and  other  rnsltcis.    F'trni  this  it  would  npppai  thsi  ijie  ImiWu 
opfFBtions  mentioned  in  Letlei  1S5  wer-e  at  Mautby,  and  j 
u  I  supposed,  at  Cutler. 

No.  HI. 

The  MS.  is  headed  '  Copia. ' 

N0.SSA. 
Headline  '  P'adatur.'    Iht  MS.  reads  '7>adatHr.' 


No.  HI. 

Of  thij  and  the  olher  letters  of  Fiiar  Bracklcy,  Fenn  hlnudf 
remarks  thai  he  bad  ertdeivourcd  to  give  Ihrm  as  aecunlchi} 
possible,  but  hud  been  ijbligcd  to  omit  a  lenience  cr  two  hot 
ojid  there,  ' as  iheconlractiojis,  added  10  thesmatlimiindcmi- 
(usedncss  of  lh«  hnndwriling,  have  mtdt  ihem  sii  illegiliiic,  t)i»i 

after  Ehe  most  careful  atCEfnllot^  and   cxAnii nation  1  Have  been 

forced  '  (he  says)  '  to  give  up  the  decipher jog. '     I(  ■<  1  singulii 
reflection  that  the  ordinary  htindwriiini|  of  an  English  Grey 
Frinr  in  the  fifteenth  century  should  have  been,  not  very  lent  j 
ago,  almo«  as  uninieiligihle  as  Egyptian  h ictiwlyphics.    Oi. 
Hrackley  undoubtedly  wrol-e  in  a  very  contraclcd  style,  liUt  on  I 
the  whole  his  writing  is  not  neajly  so  full  of  difitcultifsaamriT  j 
a  bad  hand  at  the  present  day. 

In  QhDihei  letter  of  ttnickley's,  further  011,  I  have  iuppliedaJ 
few  of  Fern's  omiKions.     In  this  pnrticalar  letter  there  are  fc*"' 
that  are  of  much  impotinnce,  but  I  obtened  the  fiilloning  tnb' 
leadings.     The  puagnLph  which  b^ns  31  the  Ixitiom  of  pigr 
497  should  stand  as  follows  ; — '  As  I  haf  wTylyn  to  to*  ofipi 
hjfor  this,  Facite  vaii!  amkai  Je  mamnronii  iiiii/ui/alii,  (juiadc 
(iieloT.  T.,J.  H.  et  J.  W.,' &c.     The  word  'apua'  for 'ad' 
on  the  first  line  of  psge  498  «s  nn  ■ermr  of  thi'  edition,  fm  "hi^fi  ■ 
Fenn  is  not  responsible.     Netfti  lh*  end  of  Ihe  letter,  *  PreM  , 
graLiosum  Deum '  should  be  '  Precor  ei^o  Deum,* 

No.  W*. 

I  have  compared  the  whole  af  this  letter  with  the  c^igjiula', 
D  test  of  Pcnn's  literal  accuracy,  seeing  thai  the  Ictren  of 
Brocklcy  were  those  which  gave  Fcnn  the  greatoi  (nnibk  vi 
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ipher,  and  in  which  he  was  obliged  lo  otnii  some  pa&sagct 
ai  to  him  unintc-Ui^lilc,     1  licrt  nuLc  cveiy  variation  even  in 

spelling,  hoivc\-i^r  minute,  and  supply  llie  piiss^es  aupprc^ised. 

Line  4  (of  leil  fit  the  letterj.,  for  '  cerJefie'  read  '  cerlefyc' 
Line  6,  fof  '  whieh  '  read  'wliiche.'  Lirve  8,  for  'C-ovemre' 
n»A  'I'ovinlre.'  Line  lO,  for  "jusltee'  read  'jusLise.'  Fnge 
536,  !irve  I),  fo(  '  ironcliusion '  teail  '  ctmclusyon '  (an  error  tr 
this  L-diLiur,  nol  in  herin). 

Aiivi  'rfwihf '  (lint:  10),  a  seiileiicc  is  imiicicd,  exc«i)t  the 
U.itcT  pAr\,  wbiich  ita  printed  aa  aji  independent  sentence.  The 
pg^SiJjje  stands  m,  iollous  : — 'Considcict  disciecio  vcslia  singul- 
□nim  annocum  -curricula  et  pert ijjie tit  tunc  ptrpluritiUL eyempU, 
de  dominorum  fidelium  ntqiie  comrounium  morte  saLis  injunosa 
Enulliformiler  lamenlanrla,  dis4:urri:niki  per  singula.  Ex  paucU 
jt  discreiju  vcsiia  perpend  ere  plura,  &c.  El  ubi  et;o-semel'  in 
loin  I'auli  palarii  predicavi  Jiunc  texlum,  J^on  tredo!  inimico 
in  irttrniim  ( Ktx.  1 2°),  i-t  ijiiidam  huju^  ii^gni  doctoi  et  epia- 
capus,  ulinam  nun  indignua,  a^teiiiit  eundeiti  tcxtum  Scriplu-n? 
Saciw  non  iiicorp:>tii(uni,  qwid  D-Kior  Nicholaus  rfc  Lira  super 
eundcm  teilum  dicil,  ci^hlrLi  a-uditrtlEH.  ^ffrt  cndjii^  ^£.,  id  eat, 
NontjiMm  credos  ei 'piam  probosti  iiiimicum,  ..>^c.  Sequilur  in 
lextu : — Sicul ^ramtHlitm  arwsini't  maliim  Hlmi,  id  est,  (ubigi- 
nem  odii  servot  intcrius,  licet  cf.iitl>u.rium  usti.'iida.Iui  exlcrms. 
Ideo  in  lemu  scquituj  ; — £tf!  Auini/ia/ui  vada(  ciifvUi\citrvHs)i 
libi  loagnam  revcrcncUm  cshdwndo,  a^rma,  abice  [ahiice\ 
ani'Hiim  taiti/i  ali  iile,  nulle  mado  crtdenda  li,  cl  ^uitiiiii  ti  al> 
illo.  Nen  Uaiuai  UlHm  ptnts  i^  (iti  est,  ipsum  libi  ra-nuliamii 
exhibenda) ;  Hi  iOttvefiUS  slel  in  lii^d  ma  [sho-ultl  lie  tut]  te 
supplaiitandii ;  el  in  tuj'tsiima  agTiosras vtyia  ituanst  vtra,  sed 
nimls  larde.  Sequilur ;  Quis  miicrehiSur  iruanialari  aserfents 
ftfciiiio,  &c.  !  ct  ifui  ceniilisfur  turn  vira  iiii^uo  rl  obTXi/utui  til 
in  /mccali!  ejus!  Una  hora  Crtiim  pcTviambiS ;  si  auttm  dt' 
t/iHOverii  ncn  iupporiaiil.  hi  labiii  suis  iwiufcac  inimicus^  el 
in  forilt  lite  insidiatur,  ut  sttbvertat  te  in  Jwtam.  In  tcniis 
mil  ia£riiH<thtr  inimi'H',  fl  si  invtHfril  ttmpus  ntm  saeiabi'ur 
IfiHgtfirie.  SiiilcUtrtriitt  lil'i m<iia{im>tnii'i\  tuM  ilHi priorem, 
Ste.  Its  fin*rn  rogo,  videte  teitiim  el  postiliatoris  superendem, 
en  rjuibus  ))Oti;uis  plane  consid«rare  episcupuin  modernum 
alilik.iiiiJio  Si^riiituiam  ^acram  igndmie.  &c.  tJtiiin,ni  domiii- 
omm  fidelium  provida  Jiscrccioamicoramdilccciitiieni,  sapii-nler 
sic  pen^n-rel  quud  inl  micunim  diWccieneoi  nec|uaquain  -itc  ainnrct, 
UI  Lniniicis  nior<a1ibu<i  cojiiidenciam  exbibcrel ;  quare  ut  prius 
sic  replico  Jts»i  Sir-icti  sanum  fl  Sdlubre  o^nsiliiini,  J^on  ^rt4at 
itiimito  tafi  in  iturnutit.     Sapjeitti  eoti  inSiipietiti  scfjbo,'  &c. 

Page  536,  line  10  (roni  hi>tiom.  the  '  et '  Iwforc  'totn  '  sliouSd 
be  '  ac'  Line  9  froin  iwttotu, 'Conventuis' — my  ctirreciion 
of  Fenn's  misreading  is  right.  Line  3  from  bollorn,  tJie  '7' 
referring  to  the  chapter  in  job  ought  Tiot  to  be  in  brackets.  It 
1  Ndt  sdiii^tia  in  Ftaa. 
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No.  ftM. 
LP«4£C  4i4i  line  13  uftutpi  '  TDr'  should  lie  '  pcr»* 


3-   PAkMlWTEIt'a  iNSURlLftCriON.— Sec  p.  UjUTli, 

Li>  the  hiin<ile  of  Privy  Seals  fcr  Ih?  year  25  Heniy  VL  Ja  a 
fxaMon  to  Jcrn:!^^  Cod.,  dattil  on  ihe  ^Lh  March,  and  dcliv-eied 
to  the  ChanceLlor  foT  exe^iilioti  on  the  ^ih.  Attached  to  it  is 
ihe  fallowing  recofrf  of  his  indicimcnT  :^ 

dicEo..  pluniiTicr^  ft  alii,  11:  i^ujjn[>lurcii  jilij  piodimrcJh.  icbvllc^  vi  inimid 
■Lllut^■^(all]|'^  Pnhi^pii  Hcnrici  Ucgu  .Vn^rli.T^  Sutj  gH^t  Connjui^iiim  igitoti  ct 
nupcr  CGm;tlicocr  iJc  wcictaic  faysi  puJaiium^V'iiri  Pu'inyniu.  limyib,  quj 
U  Ifuum  TiCirnLnAvif  ^econdUA  Csc^dMheUJhl  KhEaciic.  ddellique  adhzE«it» 
ci  dc  cju^  toviim  ei  anaeniiu  Id  omnibus  profSUiunibu^  ma  mcirieiii  dicU 
RegUGl  dciimcdQDcm  TTflni  ^  Ani;J:ln!  conf'td uiin  Let,  mochinanita,  com- 
(SUKincuct  propane  Ditct,  itltlano  dit  ^ucu^LJ  jhnflQ  regni  Oitd  RceUrkesima 
nionei  Apiid  PevenTi^m  el  alibi  infoin.  Kanci^'  (taJirivieemctiTiKTCipiivvFuni 
ad  ituaicmm  ij^uodrinifenEarunL  lio-niinum  ci  unipltuS)  dlccDlci  «i  i;Dii|idiFni^ 
qvod  ip^j  t.4.4m  dp  Frjriiin  covifui  ci  4Uieii.>iu  id  eiirum  libiiuni  ei  vuliuiL2r«m 
sL  milia  hoininujD  aTindioruni  el  modo  gucrrin*)  Airr^ttionjoi  ixd  prAbvudnn 
«t  pcTCU^ikndu in  Ik^Iuiei  uiPiiir^  dicitiin  R^jgein  -icu  quo^cun^ur  aliu«  in 
proditionibu^  »uis  pn-dictjv  cU  conu^tvcnidircK  c<  IaIimi  cr  pfodiLorie  inBiu- 
Kxeruni  <c  maracin  djcti  KeeU  iinagirLavTrLini  rt  ijiiQpm^i  rncnini^  oc 
j^crffltA  ddfUhC  «l  cbidam  cl  Aiif^i  pej  vice:^  iitfra  dictum  com.  iCacic-  'nJ^o 
cl  praditofic  cuniTA  «Iictuni  RcRcm,.  duprcfnULii  dominuni  ^uiim,  kvaTeTUEii, 
in  d^fltTucticnam  i|biai  Rtfi^  ai  K«j?i>^  piikidicti.  Bes'^t,' 

Xh^c  i^  i&  4idLc  of  ihe  Irial  of  Porin^lEr  m  Milnry  lerni|  ag  Hen.  Vi,,  qm 
Ihe  Control mcDl  RoHi  of  (hai  yzar,  rot,  9. 

4.  Parijon  to  JoH^  Payn- — See  p.  xc. 

On  th?  P^lcDl  Roil  30  Hcniy  vj,^  p,  i,  in.  23,  occurs  the 
fdllewing  ent^i — 

If^  F^rdaii^ciaiu.^UtK  omaibtu  balLlvi?!  ci  6delibai  suib  ad  tguoa,  &c.^ 
li&luLem.  SciaiiE  quod  nun  nonnul]!  rtbellei  na§tri  in  ^amii^iu  nfi'Slio 
Kand«H  pftucia  intedlEWi  ce^lm  paccm  JioMr^m  iQ^LuTccLiQDcrn  ei'vcm 
conduniea^qiia£dum  rii^dane&pro.li'iaruu-eQnirariObrnDit  iwrcuni^ii  d«BbCa- 
InlJLcr  mBc^iJUAE^  fuerinl,  nanntillpugue  |jrodiUi>nes,  muTdra.,  ielGqi^  c(  ^ftct- 
a-OTJi.  .Lllq.M:|UF  inntKB'Ev^icinc^  pcrp?trawrjn(  :  i|ma  [amtn,  caai  nupei  jwr 
civitd-ieSf  fippid^  Arijijc  vllta^  in  ci^dcm  cunu'mi^  nvM  exj  J>d  curum  huju^mtxTJ 
iruolenciiu  el  nbeCEjonu  coercpindo^  ii«r  facer«mii»,  {>Iiinmi  *si  cj^drm^ 
bpintu  ^Aniuri'  codslFii  ducln,  piLirirnUin  hLiinilialip  cCi»m  uti^ne  rcmar'^lta 
nudi^  ii]c)tuin.inu7iwiiuti:^criirimiiai<cirimi  nolibEJonCLfiiici,  vrniuiu  ci  muLb 
eflus9la.chryiiii«Anvic  pQi-iluLirunt  ^  Na^,  ad  Mngulcrum  hu^Li^mviii  ]B^(^v^um 
nntrorum^LbiniuionG^liamillimi'kf  Tii?^[m  ml^rkcntcf  oculos  liirigcnlc^,  al: 
Rmlf-c^  leu  CbEen  ciuod  de  4:JDlci'a  in  Hattt^i  obirdicnIJA  >LALil»  pcrukantbunl, 
lidtoi  lif  CADciJC  iiue  crgit  nw  imuiicd  JnviulA.bi^iic7  acrvsilBin,  3J  Uudcni, 
flckrmm  ci  hojiDnm  OninipoEeiKi^  el  miiericordis  Dei  ac  glorio^iuiinj- 
VlrEmit  mnirit  ChriAtl,  d?  st;i.tIa  (kg»ira  fpcciali  pu-d0ndvitii>i^^  rvirkUtimuA 
el  relaKi^niuit  Idhanni  Payndc  Pcchfloi  lo  cnmJUlu  piicdiciA  juman,  njji* 
dic^fl  Jlohann)  l*ayn,  n.upcr  de  KvptLchnfn  m  coniiiaLu  pranlitio^  >Fnyih.t 
qui  inierCAivTcn  H^ubmk^ii  n-[rA:nr!  ^rniiic,  qiiociimqu«  ocniaikc  ccn^cciLur, 
sflctun  pAcij  naatncqua:  ^d  nu-.  venu-r-cum  pcriLnciit,  ^«u  pctrri-E  pertintEc, 
jmo  qnibuicuDViU'r  proditioni^UA»  fdooiU,  murdrit  tt  tran^gTcuBDnil'iit  per 

1  Sain  thft record,  but  evidearlj'U  urar.     Ir  sAi-DuId  luv«  b*et%9ieMnw 
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iKiun  B  Kplirno  dit  /ulii  anno  icEni  omiri  TtccsmD  ociaro  mqac  daaaom 

'Ilcoi  Jtinti  ullintD  pra:tni1iim  fi»CU«  tiv<  pctiKlriLlu  ;  ■hcClidi  utlAjj«i>^  ■ 
(|Uf  in  ii»um  Johannan  cnxuiniiitiiu  prx<ltLti:!r  wD  tJurim  jiliitui  TgciiBi 
pniniuLs^a=:   n.«fni>i^  iimnimfvLu  fonsfnirtunu  4emkr4i'<(.   Ern^EnttrCo^ufi, 

accuionibiu  pnedicii'  wu  farum  aJiiiuA  (■irl'U'rcil  an)  lurluUrcn  (Mmk.  (t 
fuuHn  i»ct(o-  nf»trarn  «!  iinic  cimcFcllnius:  lu  umcn  >^n»4  utt  no*  ii 
curU  nostra  si  quL^  vtreiL'^  vuin  li?<|iii  vtifiivrir  de  ivncnJs^ii  ^t^\  4.H<j<ii.i  ir«v-| 
mtwDrcim.  PrDvi-.o  temper  ijitod  i^la  nasTi-n  pjj-dj^iucio,  Tcmiiui^  uvc  rf^iti  I 
■cicJ  Ac  Hon  FiLcndsiL  itil  aliqui  makficta  tuprm  marc  c1  bijuab  Bliquvi  npilo 
faclfi  ave  p«rpctram.  In  l^uJiu^  &.c  Tcsiv  Rcge  apud  WeittiiiaakArctiiUB 
fecund o  die  Navcnibfii- 

Tvo  liruilar  uktcnu  were  crannd  oD  thT  »me  dale  M  Kicliaid  Dotig  , 
yeamnn,  and  WiHinm  Soula.nahoura.  both  of  Pedihun. 


5.  The  TJl'kk  of  York  at  Dartkord. — Sw  p.  c«i». 

The  inusl  [nlnult;  account  of  Ihc  en  equipment,  uf  tlic  Dalit  of 
York  ax   [ianSoid  in  contaitird  in  ih>e  (allowing  extract  fron 

the  Coituniau  Rull,  11.  23. 

Ac  CmylTocd.  mylefrom  DerllTocd. 

Primadi*  m^nsi*  MuLii  anrDOcrgiii  Rcg;t\  H-cnrici  Scirti  KIT"  thetf  vvsBT 
ix^rpil  of  Yorlcci  ordynauni:?,  jij^^U-  gownnfj,  ai^&  hym  k«l?  ir»  (h?  middBl 
wud  wiih  viij'""'  my  l^rd  of  Uev^-nslieT  by  the  lociihc  \idi  wiih  vja*. 
and  inr  Lunl  Cubham  with  vj'-"-  tt  itie  wnut  tiJci  wd  lij,  !jiiip'pw  «i>li 
[herarii0.  And  sitb  lb  at  rymtf,  and  lith  was  MTintintnE  ouuJc  fijid  laJaes  il 
Derlffotd  liy  ?niba>-ivlD<irK,  my  Lord  ilie  1).  c^  Wynubsiei,  my  (.ant  B.<f 
Ely,  my  Lord  ihc  Kric  of  Salushury,  ib-)|  Lordt  u*  Wnf wwik.  my  Lcnl  Bt» 
^^■■^1  Jind  iDy  Lord  of  ^ydeley,  Ac,  wbjc^A  paynlmcnl  va^,  &^  A^d  XBB 
nflvi  wm  ChaiLcTlcy.  ytiriAii  of  the  Crovn,  mAvincd,  noLwiihuuQd^nf  h< 
WH>  takyn  PC  Detliy  with  nioncy  iDaLirtg  »ii^  latiilt  la  Lcindaa.  Tkeii  ^tf 
lh«  Kyngc»ytiruiji  of  hkchonibiuT  namyd  Faiakcrlcy,  wli}i  Irlteri*  «]h«it 
LD  LaddelO'iv'e  to  aty  Lord  of  Ycrke  -chargyDE  to  dn  forth  3  curteyn  qf  hn 
retyay,  Artljcm.  squii^i,  Shitpc,  -Hqii^t,  &c.  i  Ihf:  whichc  Fualiciky  tirU  m 
avowtry  ShJLfp«K  vnif,  ihe  which  ^harfW  ji-tckve  Ticwtirlcy,  and  a  Uikvi  ^T 
Ludloiv  [005  and  itiv  Cemmynf,  '^^^l  I-^^  wh.ych  baker  ii  ai  Kyllrufv^Tih 
Caslell.  kc.  Attn  this  my  Liird  uf  Slifoiiibury,  St.,  rwl*  in  in  Kent,  inJ 
Ml  up  V.  pcyrc  of  galow?^  and  dcdc  « tc-mdcn  ujwn  John  WytVyilk,  uW 
and  brouEEii  to  tbc  lowrtt  il^  for'j^pcpyn.,  and  wath  mher  many  nvj«9f  lif 
wliiclir  nvjij,  w«f  hon^td  pin]  be  IibW,  (he  wllichc  hcdci  ntlc  BM  to 
London  ;  and  London  »iaid  ihersbntd  noma  faed«  lit  lel  ill»jJi  Itacrtt  lOd  j 
thai  lymv  Htod  was  robbyd,  onit  the  Kyng  brysig  k1  Wynicv  cti  L»w  ] 
Soaday,  ftc 


6.  The  Dukb  of  Vohk  akd  the  Council- — See  p.  eli. 

Tlic  folio-wing  document  is  enrolled  on  the  P&tcni  Roll,  JJ 
Henry  vi.,  membiane  M  : — 

Prv  Rieartfji  DTta  Ebor-.—lHtx  omnibnsad  quos,  Jtc.  saluleifl.  Ifltpen- 
mus  tcniorem.  cu  jus  Jam  ai,tm  \n  cffiiilio  nosiroapud  WBtmonastaium  wbm 
firli,  vtnerahili  piiriJohn.n_niCaidinili  BlArcIiispi'iCOJMCanlliaricnvi.lolinl 
AngliK  plima-li,  CaitUfltaJio  nosli^,  per  T'ti^rriain  K*^t  C^VricMitk  ijiujfai 
consilii  ixutii  ad  ciEnpltliimtioncni  ccnoriit  pizdicii  mb  Mjei>«  f-iiT^ 
naitn>  in  foriiLa  debits  bendaoi  r^uper  delibcratiicn  e-l  in  filacLik  ^ncdlariC 
noiin  midcnIciTi,  in  lisct  vcrti,i : — 

The  IJJ.  day  af  Novenlllfe,  Ibc  yeW  of  Ihc  regneaFaure  Sail**rtiti  Lw* 
King  Henry  Ihc  VJ">  luij'^.it  Wc.rmynstie.in  ificStcirtd  Chambre.  beiiK 
there  prueni  th*  Lordei.  the  Ciijiriiil  Ave  he  hi  sih  up  ii  CaiiUrbu^  JUn 
CbaucuxllerBf  Enaland,  tli'AivliGlii'^-liupof  Voikc,  ilir  Itiuhiiin  oi  I  liirlwi 
WlBcbutfe,  Ely,  Konncli,  Saiiit  Davide^,  Chatie,  LuKOln.  uid  CkiUh 
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ihv  Thic  of  BuckinRhniTi,  Eh'Hvl^of  ^Hi^Eatiiy,  Pcmtiroke,  Wjtrrrvi^r  ^jit- 
fcbire,  ShrirtCfrhiity-  ^^J  Wtuc&trr.  Trcwurfr  of  EnglfiEid,  the  ViscoiLor 
Boud^hiei,  ihe  Pnajir  at  Seine  Jobcu,  llie  l^ordcs  CromHell,  SuddcleVr 
Duddclcy,  ^(aurloD.  ziid  E^imerf^    TticDur  of  York,  rehcrcctl  ui?lo  iht:  *eiii 

intit  dircctt*!  nnilci  Kim  undlic  ibe  jiirajts  PrWc  S-eal,  comt  hidrc  id  tjjc 
lungtA  yrcei  Coun^ajl,  ind  wolclc  wirh  all  dilJeenfe  Eo  hii  poller  enl«ndc  to 
ihc  HDiCf  Jittd  loiiLL  ibiU  ifaai  sboldc  or  iraiEhElicta  ibc  vreuuc  of  tbr  ICmg 
And  of  hU  lube^itu  j  LtiC  for  umoche  ei<±  ii  loo  ifa^  rhat  diverpi  pu^Eiet, 
mchc  >&  of  l.onftc  lymc  have  Ikg^  of  liii  Couajaj].  ha-vc  Lc  commaundrd 
store  this  tvin«,l>v  what  jiie.^ncGhp  w^jtie  never,  not  ld  eniead-t  upofi  him,, 
liDi  I>J  wiit<ir^#c  rhmm^riiny  <4UfitAJt  r^  be  ytvcn  unlo  him  ;  ihc  which  U 
■obU  icreti  hurte  and  catwe-ih  thm  hf  can  iioi  proucde  wiEh.  luthe  nimtienKK 
he  bfitb  ti>  di)u  in  the  X.in^F(  i:oijri«'<.  anJ  <:\\[i*  v)ittt;  d«eiced  (he  Lofdes  oi 
Che  eouQuir  a'bovcsaid  (hut  ihty  woJdc  v>7  AbEnte  and  agree  rlmi  4uc1ie 
*«  "ha»e  bcerp  of  hit  coun'>:iil  .\fort  thi*  lymp  mi^h't  frely,  witlioDi  any  im- 
pediment, retorts  unrolitm  and  wiihuutc  any  charge  io  bt  leidcunto  iheim, 
yvwv  him  ccntn^ni!  frant  tyriLi;  ti^  tyme  in  luchc  iTialirfn  ni  hf:  hathor.tKal 
uve  l&doO'  Totljc  vhUh  dcAJrc  ullt  ihc  [^nk^  q-boveuidt  condcHiendcd 
knd  Afived^  at  ro  iha[  ihing  thai  va-«  itji:>[i^Lt  unici' t>icffi  \u*lt-  ivnd  rct^MiJi- 
ftble,  and  fulJy  Jk-cnc^d  ill:  «iii.'be  pcifonvs  a^  hf  Aolile  *jhc  Lo  lija  ct^unsaJl 
lrelt-wi(houEc«E]yiiin}]eiLi[n(^p.i  co  eutendr  unBO-hiin;  and  cDininaLinded  this 
la  be  ennci'^J  a^monE^  ibiictp*  of  the  CountijIU  A«:uni  anno,  msnw,  die 
et  Loco  nt  lupra,  pr^ejieriilnu^  damini^  lujirr^Ldiciii.     T.  K?nr« 

Moa  BUtem  icnorFm  aciu^  pncdicfi  ad  rcquLr^Lcinneiij  czajiu^imr  con- 
tukroioej  nottii  pnr<]icii  Rioard[  Ducii  £ba.i3Cci>>>E4  duxiniu«  ci:ei]kpli&- 
oiadlumpcr  pntaertTes-  Jn  ciijus*  &c-  Tcale  Kp£f  apuH  W(^ni4>iiu.r«riiini, 
v|.  die  ifccciDbrii. 

7-  DftPftNCfe  AaAtNsT  TrtE  Ea»l  op  Warwick,  — Se<;  p.  CCJcir 

The  following  commissions  are  found  (^n  tTi«  Patent  RoEL  38 
Henry  VL»  p.  a,  m,  21.  They  afford  rrmarknljlp  evidence  of 
ihe  terror  inspired  m  the  Queen's  Govemmenl  by  the  cap-Ture 
of  Lord  Rivers  at  S-indwich. 

DucB  NarfT''acdik'r:ti:iei  fiddi  luo  Pha]lf>po  Wcntifcurthrmliii,  nctnoiT' dilccti« 
:%i\-\  Rf-berto  WiTTuvfihl'yf  lohEinni  Hopion,  WjlTtlmo  Tyrcll,  Thjjmt  Hrc- 
wn^  GUbfffo  Dcl'^nharn^  Johanni  CLijpucjflf  'Willrlini)  Jennryn  ti  Rfi;jnalJi) 
Kouff  flufutein.  IJitiD  ^atia  ina.n  if«vlDin  «t  [|UDd  qukdaiu  rcbv^iles  iiG-^Ln 
Kicanio  nupci  Coinill  Wnrr'  pr'ATilirri  ci  iniinica  nmn?  mlhirrrikits,  vilkink 
soittsmSaiKle^ci  jam  larde  minimni.eE  ibiclem  rTiBilaquhnii^lnriFn;^  nAtj[<«r 
fidclilHiS  liguA  nuim  fcccn^n'  vt  |>«rp*;LrBru3it,  ci  Alia  niaLi  prioilibu^pvjura 
In  ilivenit  iDLrliliut  cinnl^niu.^  nijt-iri  SulT',  ^  ens  ingicdj  pocvrinl,  fycere  et 
pcnKlrare  prti|>gngni.  ui  vtiAciE^r  infn^iniianiiir,  ni^i  rofuni  n^ii^;!^  cilJUf  Kt 
uleruii  resiiLamr  :  Nvi.  t;ini'iii;ilii:ijci]i-Mij«inimii:i  niHirisccDinpliciiin  ^lud- 
n)iD  pfi^ficitpru rti  ('/<^),  quarn  Jtru  d-eFcnsiont  furcjirm  ilhidrm  providcrr 
mlenm,  ut  ocncmur,  o-v-^ienaviniiEf  ¥0;^,  conjunriina  cE  <TivumLf  ac  viabr-  el 
tcstnim  cuilibvL  plcruim  pclez^lalvni  ?t  flLjctOriEAIcm  alamub  el  doDimittimu^ 
Ad  Advocandum  curani  v^hU  \t?u\%\cs)  cx  nnguiTtu  Ir^eos  nosiros  ouiiiaaLu^ 
IKEdicii.  £:i]ji3^CBinitu.fi  «tLi.Tii^.  Qbadii^  vij\  cwipair{ani«facirim,4]equibu4vahK 
nicliut  vidfbifur  expcdLrc,  ad  proficucentluni  vobi»:um  ciMiLrm  pmHalum 
fnuniciun  fifHtmin  (vccompl[i:7<£udi  t^(«dict4>4.  acaduvUlPnd^mei  autilium 
miUXt  vobi*  if^BU  nifaitunt  cijililiFt  m  c^rum  T«3&renc>aTndanduin  ci  impend  en- 
tfjim  incaiu  quo  idem  ininit^u-t  nosier  ac  complice!  fui  prBshciLdicrumccmki- 
luam  vel  panes  nd;ncpmt4in^rcr4jiprjE--«uniant,acaJ  COS  ct  tecum  comitantcv 
Uf  faosre^  er  icficiie^nwErinde-hFllmiduni,  eTpuEnandum,  e[  de^ETurndum.  :ic 
■4  ornDbL  alii  er  ajngulaqus  ^ujia  ^anob  dascnticnei  vr^iTac  m  hac  [parte  in 
repmsionrm  prz^iciarucn  iniiniconjiii  tioilrorufi  iiccompbcum  ^uoium  rr 
«nri]in  m:ilc-dii:ti  jjropoMli  fore  viJciil-i^   nec^saatia  ct  op^^^ftuna.  fncDFrLjunir 

ctcTciciLduni  ct  cufiqurnduffL    El  iniupcr  aiai^naviTnuf  vo^  caitjuntlUp  ci 
2  B 
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diviiim  jd  4ninc<  penontt  panrni  [in  ilii  rj  iiii|ii  i  niiiiilii  Al'm'  ii  ii  iliiiia 

cebclliUD  nMtmntm  i;!  COmpIJTnm  suoium  verbis  ve!  opCTtliu  dsTcDllBlln  <l 
tenrnfei.  v^l  flliqiia  VHba  conlra  nuvle<<ral«m  IiiHlnun  ivf;iBQ  hiH*r*t*  ^ 
dicetiuas,  &[miliE?T  capicnduxQ  vl  ■r^Ai^ATtJimt,  ci  in  pfisDbii  aa^am  in  (nB 
fBEditUi  cuMotlifriiutn.  et  miiudrn  (acKiidunu  Ei  idro  «3bii  M  i«oti« 
cmllbel  Rian-damiu  quod  circn  pT^ani^m  di1i^ii1«F  inlemlmi  ««a  fKoiiua 
cjtniiiAinmi  in  Ibnna  pnEdkla.  I^niiiu^  qmrm  univcr^f  c(  »iiijfiilit  Tk& 
L-iimilibuf^  uiaJcHbuft  IslJivi^,  cxfrvtabulariu,  ikC  dIiU  ofBcidrui,  minisijv, 
lickliljiiTt  It-^ii)  el  3u1>d!icia  no^trj^  qui  buHmnquE^  lun  infra  UbFitAeF?  qitfs 
e^rifl.,  i«nort  priEvriiriirii,  rirviifr«rin  msndjirit^  qticd  vobii  «f  hvtieiiib]  <uKbcf 
in  cuccuibnc  pnciciLsacuin  intoKlciiLet  mb\,  aowtcnle  ci  aaulbDiio  b 
oiiinJ!)Us  tliligenter.  In  cvjut;^  &c.  Ttsie  Rvp  ifHid  WtvmooBfVfniB , 
JL  die  FcbtuaHi.  Per  CoDfi&um 

Con^unilu  lilifEB  Rcfife  ulenld^irigu-atuf  conuimo  tjjoiADgtaoto  buq 
luhaiini  Dud  Nilt?'  nc  difeflis  tl  liilcliblis  liiu  Tli«<Ii^  Tudeo^an  nilili, 
Vp'iLleLnw  CluunlKjleyn  milit!,  MIIqeil  ^iap\iLL0n  uuiitit  c(  PbuUppo  Wal- 
worth milid:  niiinon  dilecli'.  <i1ii  WLUclmo  CaJlliorp,  Johaiun  Hiydia, 
RcD'icv  Ingkw,  Juluniii  VV'yiiiaitdliuiii,  a:i  Ttii>in(K  Clajraoiid  ui«iautin 
WurfT'.    T**ie  ui  ^upn 

Condmile?  I  it«rTE  Rvgit  p4Ltvnt«iiideunl(iT  diltctii  «E  fiddrbusuiiaijcci 
•;!  M'^tahmif:  ac  •icwgntitibiu  >i11^  *uic  <1'  KjTiKRiga  lopci  Hail. « 
eurun  cuilib«r  in  villa  pnedkH.  Tcsie  Rcfie  jipud  WeclnanBttania.  nj, 
die  Fcbntaiii. 


8.   WILUA.M  WORCKSTEH,— See  p.  ccvii, 

[From  Close  Roll  39  Tlcnry  VI.,  m.  13  rf.) 
1 460,  28  Aug. 

^(  serif  to-  irritlttlalo,  WdicMftj'.  — Uni  •«*«  cl  ariKulis  Chritii  *<)tli1«i 
ad  (film  pISTvn-j  fcnplKim  pcncnrrit,  \V'j]1r1niUa  Worcchtrc^  pU-*  iBfTu 
Bol«iiet|  de  Caitit  juxu  YertiiDuLli  in  mm'  Norff..  gcniilman,  ulunn  ■' 
DoTTUPO-  Noverilift  mc,  prffalum  Willclinufn)  dcdJuVf  ccnceuc-*  ^"  Uv- 
mKACQii  ^cri^iti  mrM  ctijiftrniA'i -«  Htitrici>  Flvcryii^bam  itmigcrkj,  H'i.,-"i. 
Fsniii:  ^nliliiifln,  Htnrlifi  WymJHarf  1; entilmaH ,  Ruben,.'!  Tofjit.  jui-.i*. 
geniilmon,  el  Jobnnn]  Bakh^'n^.  ceniiliiiiui,  onnia  cl  iiD)[ula  bonaoa^ 
OLlalla.  mrjb^lip  cl  11111110111113,  viv^i  ri  mnrtti^  uHcuipquf  qf  in  ttiiovma^ 
<|UF  nunihtu,  taui  iiiFia  nmilnlu  (Jianlkl?  quim  atibi  infra  ncniun  Anflv 
eiisiiFDiia  wul  invmiri  piHBiijii:  icetijnLDmmaUBliiii-quiBniliiqnaaiBgw 
de  tnuvi  n  <iuit'Li>cu'inque  persO'Eii^  ubilibtt  d^^'^l^i'  i  V^^ili]*  Ci  IM— ^ 
omniB  pncdKtn  buna,  cuuill^ici  ilcbita  pnctalit  Henrico,  Hnfionl.  MtdM, 
Ru>«rti>  e(  Johnnni,  tifCulDribtu  m  K»qpialil»  lyu,  ju]  indc  TacffvdHI. 
ordiimndum  pi  dLvpLrnrndum  HbenRivquD  volttntaleni.  ui  dc  banii,attllk 
«1  ■Jcblli's  ^UL^  propclia,  sitiu  CDDlmdictloue.  perturbAtione.  *^*l  ralamalil'' 
al!i{ua^i  impcrpcLimni;  lia.  vifjcllcu.  quod  ax  cga.  jusdictui  WilkMn^ 
ncc  tifoiiQi-i^  ind,  iiK  iiIiquliAHiii^i«i  n«s,  po  iwliit.  m u  itaiutMBaln 
^li']ii>*J-  1uri>.,  propTl-cLa.!].^,  »ii  clamci  ij>  piEdu^  "boDij^  calAjlU  «  dc^^ 
nee  in  Aliqaq  prrnc^Ua  «ompidem,  de  cvlcra  eicii^K,  ctuiLaK  Aftt  tcD^&^iT 
potcrimui  nrc  Arinmai  tii  rutuID  :  SmI  bIi  Omoi  SHWDt  Joiili  yttflWOi « 
cliiruei  irde  peivndi  loLoliier  ^imui  nciuci  imperpeFHiiin  per  pnttfnia  U 
cujiu  rrv  tv^rimunium  huic  prz^cnli  fczriplo  meo  liigillEim  mdum  opo^v 
Dntiim  vicesimo  oclnvo  die  Augusti.  ajino  topii  BeET*  Hfnrid  Sail  J«» 
CanqueBtuIn  AqkIic  LriccviEno  ocuva, 

£t  mtnitramfHm  gusd  fimlitna  WilltimaM  rfia!  >■  Caaal/n'*' 
Kefit  afitld  WallHSIiaiftriUin  friwlt  dU  St^Umtirii  atmr  pnrtBtll  •<  " 
c^^ttewit  ariptMn  fntdiiluHi  i-l  titatat  csmimta  m  nAm  m  /•'*' 

I  Sit. 
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AlWYtt  BOWET   TO 


[Add.  MS.  34,889,  f.  141] 

nyn 

ciut  of  The  A[j|ipni1ii  Er>  Vo\-  tUr  (No,  ijoijl,  appears  (o  be  a(  n  very  cairly 
dAte,  proTinljIy  oflTvc  (tine  t>f  H-enry  v.,  miii  if  j«  of  the  ycif  h'7- 

|RESCHER  et  mon  tresfiable  amy  Jevoussalue 
tressouvent  de  tout  mon  cuer,  desirant  pur 
savoir  et  oier  bons  noveles  de  vous,  et  que 
vous  soiez  en  prosperitee.  Et,  man  tresfiable 
amy,  vous  face  assavoir  que  monsieur  mon  ba.ron 
eovient  scy  apparailler  eC  ordenyier  envers  le  Roy  ore 
en  y  teste  proscheln  viage  en  la  piesence  oue  le  Due 
de  Exceslre,  pur  la  quelle  luy  eovient  faire  graundes 
expenses  entour  sonairaieen  salvacion  de  son  honour, 
lequel  je  vorreie  faire  ma  diligence  pur  saluer  et 
encrescera  mon  poair,  come  je  suygraundementlenuz; 
et  vouz  estez  !a  persone  en  la  quelle  je  plus  graunde- 
ment  maffie  devaunl  aucune  altre  ore  vivant.  Pur 
quey  jevouscmprie  Iresespecialment  de  trestoul  mon 
cuer  que  vouK  please  pur  faire  a  tant  pur  moy  quant 
a  ore  pur  moy  faire  cbevyceance  de  xl.  marcs  come 
pur  voie  dapprompt  ore  en  y  ceste  iiostre  graunde 
busoigne,  promittant  de  ccrteyne  que  screez  bien  et 
loialment  repaiez  a  aucune  jour  reisoignable  que 
vous  veuilliez  assigner ;  et  si  vous  nc  osez pleignement 
aflSer  en  y  ceste  ma  promys  pur  peril  quent  purra 
avenir  en  temp^  avenir,  vous  aueree  liel  seureCee 
come  vous  veuUlc2  deviser.  Trcschcr  et  mon 
tresfiable  amy,  pluisours  a  vous  nay  escrier  au  pre- 
sent, mays  que  vous  veuilIcK  doner  foie  et  credence 
3.  une  gentile  feme  porlour  dycestes.  El  pri  al  Saint 
B^piril  qil  vous  ait  touz  jouts  en  sa  tressaintisme 
^arde.  Escript  en  haste  a  Wrenthani,  le  xxviii"'"' jour 
de  Mars,  Amve  Bowet. 

Qn  the  b3.C:li  is  WTJIIeli  io  a  dLtFeccfiL  ]|a.A<!  : — 

'Thomfts  Lcnte  et  Matillda  uxor  mc3  peltiiit  d-e  GtJfrida 

S 
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S«merton  xiij.^  iiij^.  quot  WiUelraui  Lyster  er  dicu  I>f»D'IMa. 
dic?a  xxiii).  annoE  dnpsos  quum  ipsi  levaveruDi  finnn  de 
tencineiilis  in  Oistie  inler  ip&cis  eC  Wallenim  Ga^e;   et   didl 

quod  dicta  Ma.i][ldaquaiido  ip^  cxa.nima.ta  fuu  ixrr  JiuiidaniA 
npud  Jernctnuth  qui  scdcbant  super  Rayc&  (f)  in  ccdcH 
Fiauuin  Carmc^lltiiriiiiii  dictum  J  ii:sticiarius.dedit  dirtos  xiiu.  iuii^ 
quo&  ipse  hnl'cci;  debtitaset  pto  laihorc  suo  tlicL?.'  M&tilltlz, 
^t    dictup-    Gairridiis    dictos    xiii^.    iiiiti.    |>o$uit    in     locula   seo 

fitoptio  *l  Tiutlalenus  illos  dicta^  Matillda^  solvit :  rt  mA 
t!i^ngong  per  iiii.  annos  elajxos  le  boteler  apud  Sointn[» 
itudivil  quod  dictus  GaKridus  ptomisil  dicUc  Malillde  «  diOo 
ThoiriiK  tunc  viro  siki  dictos  xiiii.  iiiirf.* 

ri 

[The  Parson  of  Edinhthokph]  to  Wiuliam 

SEWASiDltY 

[Add.  MS.  34,SS9.  f.  14a] 

Tliihicltcr,  wincb  is  tlQleii  in  ihv  InTrnloTy  III  Vi^l.  III.  ai  thccnJ  uf  f^■ 
Appendix  CNo.  loio),  appeals  aintir  lie  of  B  tciv  utty  dmc  li  it  luld- 
tuiuitiJ/  inufl^la.(c(l,  )Ti>EDe  vrdrds  Uriltg  IvslUii  «VCty  lin«  on  lh«  nghl  bU^ 

Mdearthc  h3> 


A  men  trescAei'  et  Jionuye  sieur.  WiUiam  Sewardh- 

RESCHER  ct  hoaure  sieur,  jeo  me  recoraaund 

a  V0U5  si  iresentierement  de  t 

doyere  el  de  savore  bonez  navells  de  vous 
et  de  vostre  entiere  e&tat  et  souereyo  . .  - 
....  Lres  horn  de  vous  auore  et  savore  com  voos 

mesmes  lez  sauera  meltz  devJscre  ou cl  si 

de  moy  le  vostre.  VoiiS  plese  savore,  3  la  resaniwc 
de  cestee  j'estoy  en  bon  sauntc-  [Et  quant  ajvtstrc 
boj's  de  denz  le  boys  de  Balceton  vous  plese  sav 
que  le  PH.eur  de  Bromhoim  est  (?)  [nostiv]  parochc 
et  nous  ade  prie  pur  avore  vostrc  dit  bovs  dissev 
et  departie  a  sou  boys  issint  ....  boys  que 
parcel  a  vostre  boys  pur  lour  profit  et  sauna  daaagsl 

dc  vostre  dit  boys,  mes  Rictia[rd] 

severyng  fere  saunz  vostre  volunte  ou  autre  manndi 

mem  de  vous,  come  le  portour  <Je HMQ 

que  jeo   tic  puis  ore  escrire.     Et  touchant  voBb 
manere   illuques   si    longuement   com   .... 
m^ynez  de  dit   priour,   yqus,  ne  null   de  voz  bt^" 
Toliauncez  y  aueroyent  nulle  conyschaun[ce]  .  .  •  < 
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voslre  manere  as  autres  de  lours  scigneuries,  et  ensi 

vous  et  vostrez  serrount  en  temps  avenir 

que  vous  les  lene?,  en  voz  maytiez  proprez  et  sure 

liele  colour  si  vous  plese  RicJiard  Causton 

el  payr  onicz  a  vous  si  taunt  comi;  le  priour  avaundit 

fet  a  termes  et  jours  par  vous  asKign[ez] pur 

avore  par  voz  tenauntz  lez  dilz  tercz,  rentz  et  tene- 

menu,  boys  et  autrirs  comoditL-e disseverez 

et   departed.       El  vous  covyeiit  avore  i.   seneschal 

pur  tcnire  vostres  courtez  iluquE[a] de  dJt 

priour  ne  en  son  daungere,  mes  tie!  homme  que  nad 

nuU  dom  de  eux  el  tiele vous  luy  voUer  bien 

rewardeie   pur  son    travail,       Trescher   et    honoure 

sieur,  de  ceste  matcre  et  de par  le  portour 

de  cest2,  et  nous  ferrouns  nostre  powere  et  diligence 

de  lez  accomplere  a  voslrc Sieur,  jeo  prie 

a  Dieux  qui!  vous  doytie  iresbon  vie  et  long  honour 

t      et  souereyn  joye  de A  Edythorp  juxt^ 

L     Bromholm,  le  primer  jour  de  Jul'. 


III 

A.D,   1423 

William  PaSton  to  John  STAVNCOtiR 
[Add.  MS.  34,889,  f.  aij] 


1^14  tetter,  wKich  u  Doliccd  as  Nf^.  1073  in  (h«  Inveatory  al  Uie  end  of 
the  Appfndix  to  Vol.  111.,  appcart  fiunx  the  pLUCKilpi  10  be  of  ibt  jrcu 

t^m^,  A.S   HarJolfit  WBGn^  dm:  on  tilt  41b   Fetnuary  la  IlidE.  jrar,  had    not 
ytt  Jmn  paid. 

To  my  lorcl  beloved  John  Slaynford  of  FurnyDaks  Itine* 

i^HE  in&truccion  to  comune  of  to  John  Robyn- 
'^^     son  of  Carlelon  bysydc  Snayth. 

To  enquerre  and  wyte  whether  the  stoon 

may  be  sawed  or  nought.     Whether  it  wHle 

chippe  or  chynne  or  affraye  with  trost  or  weder  or  water. 

Also  that  every  pecc  of  the  stoon  be  iij.  foote  longe, 

and  that  xv.  [unite  tyght  of  the  stoon  be  every  stocm 

neel  bedded  into  the  walle  and  a  foote  ihikke  that  it 

ryse  in  heighte  a  foote  in  the  walle;  and  x.  stones  of 

[.the  stoan  must  be  ii.  foote  broad,  and  at  the  lest  a 


6  THE    rASTON    LETTERS    [a.d.  uij 

foole  and  an  half  (hikke.  A  stoon  nil  dniwe  tbe' 
wighte  of  a  pipe,  as  I  suppose:  the  gret  stones  and 
nought  the  smallere  stooe-i  shu!d  be  sawed,  so  ihr 
every  pece  sawed  shuld  holde  the  seid  lenglhc  of  tij. 
foote,  and  the  scid  brede  of  ij.  foote.  and  to  be,  afto 
it  is  sawed,  half  a  fote  or  lesse  on  thikkenesse,  and 
ihenne  the  brode  sawed  stones  shulde  evcre  stond  in 
the  werk  beiwen  the  seid  weel  bedded  stonys  ttut 
shuld  ryse  bul  a  Tote  in  the  walle  and  ben  anl 
iche  of  hem  with  other ;  and  this  werk  shal  be  stroo 
j  nowe,  as  wctkmen  seyn.and  drawe  but  litill  cariag 
I  wold  have  swiche  stoan  a  xx*''  tunne  lighl  carie 
to  Moneslee'  in  NortTolk  between  Crowmere  saJ 
Bromholm,  and  but  3  mylc  ffom  Bromholm. 

To  reporte  plein  answere  of  this  bylle  writen  in 
how  sone  1  myght  have  the  seid  stone  ciried  I 
Motiesic  afotn  seid,  and  for  what  price. 

This  werk  is  for  a  .  .  .  W.  Pastos. 

On  llic  hack  it  wrilicn.  also  in  the  Judge's  liantl  :— 

'  Soum  iduc  a  mcin  siciir  Will.  Batdolf  de  sci  gages  en  In 

Ij'ucrc-s  u  .   •  I   dc  mon  ires    honncure  scigncui   k  CouDt  it 

Warr wick,  capilayn  illcoqci,  iiwques  a)  iiij,"  jour  dc  fctn.  lu  ttj 

Koy  Heijci  Sysmc-  tkrce,  ccc^Hiii/s',  xy']i,  sif,  q*' 

BcIqw   Ihis   b  writlcn    in    Fenn's  (ianci  ;   '  I4  FcW   3  H.  7.] 

1487' — ft  great  m'Sf  ending  of  Ihe  dale. 


IV 

K.-o.  1425,  5  July 

Nicholas  Prior  of  Bromholu  to  Williax 

Paston 

(Add.  MS.  34,SS8,  f.  i] 

Thu   Letter.  noticMl  eu   ^£a.   tdfo  in   tliv  InvcniDry  nt  Tbe  end  of  ^kf 
A(ipeBdllr  in  V6\.  III.,  is  evidently  nfllie  year  149 j.     Canip,  Nd.  j  in  Vott  j 

A  Jt'rVr  Paslan  ssii  donne.  I 

f^^ERE  Syreand  weel  be  loved,  I  greteyn«' w«'Ii 
and  do  yow  to  wotyn  that  Dawn  John  Pw- 
(One  was  alte  NoTwichi;   on   Munday  I«t^ 
passed,  and  dedc  settyii  on  Crystc  Chyfchc 
gates  divers  litteres,    a  lytyl  tyme,   and  ij,  copiis 
I  Miiii(le*l«y. 


A.D.   1425] 
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wheche  stondyn  ther  yet,  for  somounnyn  me  to  the 
curt  of  Rome.  And  we  supposyn  to  have  hytn  at 
Btomholm,  or  sum  man  m  hys  name  wyth  inne 
a  lytyl  tymie  ;  for  dawn  Robert  of  Vorke  was  aUe 
Norwichc  be  seadynge  of  my  lady  of  Murlee,  and 
spak  wythe  hym  in  hyre  hous  on  Monday  aforn- 
seyd,  ard  ther  he  toid  the  forseyd  dawn  Robert 
that  he  wolde  nedys  ben  Triour  of  Bromholm.  (o 
levyn  and  deyiii  ther  upon.  Also  he  seyde,  as  for  the 
composissioun  of  Bromholm,  he  hadde  do  sherchyd 
att  Clunye  ;  and  ther  innc  he  standyth  clere  as  he 
seythe;  and  as  for  provisyoun,  he  seyde  he  hadde 
spoltyn  tt7th  the  Chaunceler  and  the  chef  Justyse 
and  Ascatn,  and  thci  dcmptyne  hym  clere  as  ther  inne, 
as  he  seyth  ;  and  other  dowte  is  iher  none  inne  be 
hys  tale.  And  after  this  the  forseyd  dawn  Johnaskyd 
obedience  of  the  forseyd  dawne  Robert  in  ray  ladyis 
presens,  and  dawn  Rjobert  seyde  agayne  he  xulde 
noghte  done  that  atte  ths-t  tyme,  bm  he  badde  hym 
prov)-n  owl  hys  purpos  as  for  the  compOHissioun  and 
provisioun  to  an  liende,  and  than  he  wolde  do  his 
dever  to  hym  ;  and  thus  he  departyd-  Where  for,  yif 
ony  thing  may  he.  donwhyl  ye  arn  now  atte  Londone 
for  oure  helpe  and  hys  lettyng,  gode  Syre,  helpythe 
atte  this  tyme  if  i!  maybe  godely,  wc  be  se^he  yow. 
Dawn  Thomas  of  Cane  was  atte  my  lord  of  Norwiche 
for  helpe  in  this  malier,  and  lie  s«yde  he  was 
inhibytyd  and  allc  hys  clerkcs  be  the  cwrt  of  Rome 
in  this  matier,  and  he  scyde  by  yowre  advys,  yif  it 
lyke  yow,  wryUes  may  ben  taken  agens  hym,  and  that 
is  best  remedye  ther  inm; ;  j.  [cw]  wrytte  is  ni-  in- 
grtdiaiur  ntaHH  ftirlL  The  Holy  Trinite  have  yow 
in  governaunce.     Wretyn  atte  Bromholm  the  v.  day 


of  July. 


/erNicH.  Priokem  db  Bkouholm, 
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V 

John  Gvse  to  John  Paston 
[Add.  MS.  34.S55,  r.  4l 

Thut  kiCEt  it.  holIchI  iu  Ito.  lojS  in  iJit  Invcnuiry  ai  ilw  end  of  Vol- m.  ' 
Vam  has  inrillen  c-n  lit  Mv.  the  dalf  '  nrta  14J5*/  which.  I  njile  irtt 
bjni.  iciiut  have  been  alniic  clie  lime  tbm  U  wa.t  unlllcn. 

To  tht  Worthy  and  '•vorskipfiil  simrid  my  good  maUltr, 
John  Paston  of  TryttyU  hail  in  CamMfgt. 


jIGHTworlhy  and  worshipfullsir,  andmygood 
maister,  I  comauiid  me  to  row.     Like  it^ 
yow  lo  wlcte  that  on  the  Soncday  next  after  ^ 
the  Ascencion  of  oure  Lord,  in  the  higli 
weye   belwex  Cambrigge  and   the   Bekyntre  tow^ 
Newmarket,  I  fonde  a  purs  w^ilh  money  ther  innc- 
Th'entent  of  this  my  symple  lellre  is   this,  that  it  ^ 
please  to  your  good  Mai^tership  by  weye  of  cluiiUi  H 
and  of  your   gentilnesse,  to  witte  if  ony  of  yourt  ^ 
knowleche  or  ony  other,  swich  as  yow  semelh  best 
tn  your  discrecion,  havii  lost  swich  a  purs,  and,  the 
toknes  ther  of  Lold,  he  shal  have  it  ageyn,  what  ihil 
ever  he  be,  by  the  grace  of  oure  Lord,  Who  ever  ha^e 
yow  in  his  blis&cd  kepyng.     Wrctyn  at  Sneylewell  t^e 
Moneday  next  after  the  seid   Soneday.     By  yoare 
pover  servaunt,  JOHN  Gvx. 


i 


VI 
A.D.  I43C 

William  Pastow  to  Lokd  

lAiid.  MS.  31.SS9,  f.  140] 
Tbi^lellet  u  nalkcd  asVo.  laoS  in  ihc  Appro JU  ■■>  Vok  ui, 
|ASTON  recomaund  hym  to  your  good  loritc- 
ship,    willyng   with    all    his    hertc   lo  doo 
yow  servise   to    his   symple    power.     And 
as   touching    the   maner   of   Walsham  he 
seyth  chat  at  your  comaundement  he  wiUe  be  redy 


m 


SUPPLEMENT 


to  shewe  yow  and  preve  that  the  scid  matier  and 
all  the  vesture  and  crop  ihcrof  this  ycer  by  trewe 
title  in  laws  and  conscience  is  his  awen  trewiy. 
bowth  and  in  gret  party  jwyed  for,  and  that  John 
nys  never  liadde  non  estate  in  thL-  suid  mancr. 
It  oonly  occupied  it  by  suiTtaunce  of  ihu  seid 
Paston  and  other  ftlTes  in  the  seid  mancTj  and  that 
be  hargiiyn  ol  the  seid  maner  th'estale  that  the  seid 
Roys  siiuld  have  hadde  tii  the  seid  maner  and  in 
loor  iht'tof  shul  have  be  Condicicmcl  to  be  voidc 
,nd  nought  for  defaule  of  payement,  and  that  the  seid 
ohn  Roys  iie  kept  not  his  dayes  of  the  payemcntz, 
A;c;  atid  ibat  the  seid  VVJiham  Fasten,  in  the  lyve  of 
die  seid  John  Roys,  for  defaute  of  payment  enlrcd 
the  seid  maner  with  the  siiid  the  crop  and  the 
esture  of  iJlis  yeer  therof  than  iherupon,  and  Ihat 
the  seid  John  Roys  never  at  noo  t)  me  payed  to  the 
seid  John  Baxtere  silh  the  seid  bargeyn,  nother  for 
the  seid  bargeyn  ne  for  the  dette  he  aught  to  liym, 
more  thaune  an  C.  and  xl.  marcz^  wherui  he  borTved 
ageyn  of  the  seid  John  Baxtcre  xUi. ;  and  over  that 
he  owfith  and  beforn  the  seid  bargeyn  aught  by  his 
obligacion  to  the  scid  John  Baxtere,  of  trew  deite  of 
mony  borwed,  other  \Wi.,  and  hath  hadde  and  taken 
the  profit;;  of  the  seid  maner  by  iij.  hool  yer  before 
his  deih  to  the  value  of  xxx/i'.  and  more,  and  that 
he  receyved  in  his  said  bargayn  of  the  seid  John 
Baxtere  xl.  marci  worth  of  stoor;  the  which  u\i"Ji. 
of  dette  and  xxx/i.  of  the  profitz  of  the  seid  maner, 
and  xP.  mzTCJ.  worth  of  stoor,  maketh  the  somme 
of  Cxxxvj/r.  xiij;.  iiijt/.  W^herof,  ihogh  the  lawe 
wi]le  it  not,  were  abated,  if  conscience  required  it, 
Cxi.  marcc  payed  by  the  seid  John  Roys  and  x/i.  for 
the  value  of  the  seid  crop,  over  the  value  of  the 
veiray  fernic-  of  the  seid  maner  for  this  yeer,  yet 
remanyneih  due  to  the  executoures  of  the  seid 
John  Haxter  liijA.  vp.  vn]J.,  and  all  the  title  and 
mteressc  of  the  seid  John  Roys  his  heyres  and 
assignes  in  the  seid  niamer  lawfully  and  In  conscience 
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extidcted  and  annulled     Whet  upon  tbe  said  Past 
lowly  besechelli  your  gotxl  lordeship  that  if  it  may  I 
preved  this  matcT  be  trew   that   j-e  wjlle   noi 
displesed  thogh  tie  desJte  to  have  his  fre  disposicioo 
of  the  seid  maiier. 

On  the  back  ofihis  Ictlcr  irc  the  following  mcmoraodi. : — 

■  Hdcc  liil!a [lesUlur]'  (juod  JohMinM  Bute 

vcndidil  J;>hiLaiii  Ruya  mesuagium  ^iium  [viHalunil '  Wale 
place,  cum  lolo  stsuro  ibidem  vivo  a  moitua  in  Biyatiei,  1 
omnibus  alih  lerm  el  tcneuiieQlis  mis,  libcrii  ci  naiivis,  1 
pcxtintntiis,  es  parlc  occidental!  ccclcsia.-  North  WaJsham,  n 
malendinum  vcnirilicum  el  meiuagiupi  nupet  Rc^cri  attc  IIIIIc. 
cam  omnibus  reddilibus  et  serritJiE.  pertinenliLju!;  ijiclil  mcsiu{>0 
nl  IcnemcnJo  ubicuniquc  fuerinl  in  comitalu  N-oiBijlk,  pfi>  "iC- 
marcts  C'r  I.  mo-rcis ;   tinde  dieiu^  Johannes  Rriyi  jolvit  <^as 
JoJianni  Basteie  die  Jovis  proiimo  ante  f^lum  A[Msl»IoniS 
Simonis  et  Juda:  anno  regni  regis  Henrici  vi.  ii}.,  C.  m.^f' 
hRb«t  diem  sulrcndi  residuum,  videlicet  ad  fcslum  Natlvib 
Domioi  ec  feaium  sancii  Micbiclis  praximafutuiuin  xl.  man 
tuinuaiim,  quousque  didn;  CCC.  muci:  el  1.  manse      _.. 
petaolvanlur.       Datum   die  Jdvik  |;r£dicla.     Hncpimicudt 
manu  Thoma;  Whitcwellc'  . 

Th^tl  aUti  two  further  impcifect  enlnes  relating  to  tbc  Wt[ 

maKcr: — 

'  Meipoinmluii),  quod  licet  esset  concordatum  fjvod  Vi'.  RofS 
habcret  barganiuin,  &c.,  quod,  ul  cr«io,  nan  il4  erir,  luK  in, 
fes-to   Naiiuiialis  Domini  anno    rtgni  r*gi=  Hennci   vi,  n*| 
debenlur execularibus  de  cudem  barganio  C.  marcn:  prHeidj 
oltra  C%1.  matcis  per  Johannem  Roys  in  vita  sua  solutii  et  »lft.  j 
de  antiquu  in-r  dicium  Johannem  Roys  Johanni  Baxter  JctilUi ' 
'Videlicet   per   obligactoncm    suam   xikv/i.   iitde   et   ex   multa 
sua  «b]igactonc  wii.  He  Percy  Noble  (?),  ul  pn.tet  per  papiran 
diirti  EaKler,  el  ultra  Mr.  per  dictam  Johannem  Baxter  p>il 
diclura  barranium   dicli  Johanni   Hoys  per  obligacipnsin  -  -  ■ 

cjusdcrn  Joiunnis  \ioys.  pr^jsiiias.     Memorandcim  eeiam  tiwH 
dicius  Johannes  Royii  nee  uxor  n'jV,  unijuim  prnlolentnl  aln|iiMn 
denarium    snlrcndum    dictia  .  .  .  dicli  Johznnis    Batter  iK 
WiHelmoPastanpoil  manem  dicti  Baxter.   SeldrcaN^tivitileni 
Domini  anno  rc(jni   dicti  reps  xiiij"  el  in  quadrtgesima  line 
prnximo  aequenle  uxor  dicti  Ro-ysipud  TiU-Idti  dixit  quod  hibuit    m 
xs,    Hiatcis  parnta.^  ncl  snlvcnituni.      Ef  sic  dilit  Joltftlincs  Ro)'*    I 
tempore  quo  Domiila  Stales  fuil  apiid  I'ailon,  vidili^et  u.  dif    ■ 
Ja.nuariidicl(i  anno  xiiij" et  sic  omnibuE  temporiliusiiiibiisitieliu 
J-  Roys  el  uiot  ejus  ui  priudicitur  dixerunt  quod  habueruni 
XX.   marcae  paralas  ad  SDlvendum  temper  fueninl  arietrn  xlii' 
nbsquc  diciis  xl/j.  novi  debili  et  xUL  antiqui  debiti.* 

'  Muiilued. 
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VII 

After  A.U.  1440? 

Sir  John  Fastolf  to  Hekry  Inglose  and 
John  Bernev 

[MS^  in  Pcmbrtike  College,  CtimWidge] 

.  Xbe  dale  af  rhiA  ]ctl4T  a  quLtc  ujlccrEaiBi ;   but  ns   Fjk^Lotf  l\  belScvcd 
y  bavE  Kmn]4d  rram  abnad  id  1440,  wr  prP^iBm?  it  *i»  not  Earlier  Ihaii 
itui  year. 

To  my  ryght  wel  bcltn'yd  c^sytis,  Herry  Tngfesc  and 
Johan  Berney,  Escuitrs. 

|VGHT  wtl  belovyd  cosyns,  I  cotnaund  me  to 
yow.  And  please  you  to  hafe  in  knouliegt 
that  at  whyche  tyme  ye  were  delyvertd 
out  of  pryson  by  the  moyen  of  ij.  pry- 
sonners  that  y  delyvercd  yow,  ivhyche,  as  ye  Itnow 
wel,  one  was  Burd  Vynollys  and  the  other  Johan 
tie  Seim  Johan  dit  Dolot,  and  in  !yke  wyse  I 
boughte  anothyr  pr>'sonncr  clepyt  Johan  Villers  Tor 
the  delpvetaunce  of  Mautbye '  Sqwyer,  whyche  mater 
yc  Vnowylhe  wdli;.  And  for  as  moche  as  my 
wr>"tynges  that  makytli  mencion  of  that  delyver- 
aunce  of  tlie  said  Mautbye  tje  not  in  my  warde, 
y  P''*y  y*^"  ''^^*  y^  wolle  undre  your  seelys  certy- 
ffye  me  ihe  trouthe  how  tht  said  Maotbye  was 
delyiferyd  by  my  moyen.  Y  hafc  found  a  cedule 
that  inakyth  mencion  of  that  pryaonn^r,  of  whychie 
1  sende  you  a  double,  to  be  belter  avertysi;d  of  the 
maler.  And  therfor,  as  my  trust  ys  yn  yow  that  ye 
scndc  me  your  godc  remembraunce  in  sis  goodly 
baste  as  ye  may.  And  our  Lord  kepe  you.  Wryt 
[lU  Londone  the  v.  day  of  November. 

John  Fastolf,  Chtvalirr. 

I   Kd   ilinibl  Jobn  Mnutelii',  •oii4n-lavr  oP  Jabti  Fteroey  and   Talbcr  of 
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Via 

A.D.  1443-9 

OxNEAD  AND  Friar  Hawteym 
lAdJ.  us.  34,S3S,  I  19I 

tii^  fapti,  like  No.  47  of  the  iTful^i  seiiei,  uibich  ■■*«  idte  IP  PoH 
HjiuCryu't  cloliii  la  CJinuU  [itr  Vol,  1.  pp.  4C,  &i,  Hi>.  cui  be  u^ 
iii>  litlinjte  year ;  Uil  it^  JUtc  apu^t  t>c  l-rkrc  ill*  de^th  ai  K<)(nulii]l 
III  1 4^1).  I[  Ji  indoncd  in  a  locct  bund  :  'A  Flier  tame  in  Lake  pgocwji 
Cf  the  ul^ndr  of  OMhdl/ 

(HIS  day  at  x.  of  the  clok  Edmund  Paston  and 
the   parson  of  Oxcned   went    o«-th  of  lV- 


Manor  douii  to  Wantown  Gapp,  for  thei  her 

lydynges  that  the  freyr '  was  comyng ;  aiw 
with  ihe  seyd  frier  came  John  Gates  and  on  Whalta 


Herman  of  WheyltL',  and  Wjlliam  Yemmj's  of  Burgh, 
Ihe  frieres  man.     And  Edmund  Paston  seyd  to  John 
Gates  Welcome,  and  he  askyd  hem  what  here' cause 
was  in  cominyng.    The  Frier  seyd  he  cam  for  lu  speke 
with  thi;  gode  lady,  and  Edmund  seyd  that  heshuld 
speke  with  her.     At  this  lyme  sche  was  so  ocupjcdhc 
myth  not  speke  with  her.     And  he  seyd  thai  he  shuld 
assay ;  and  he  cam  redyng  fro  Wantown  Gappe  lo 
the  grele  Gate;  and  there  he  lyled  and  knokkj'd  on 
ihu  gate;  and  we  folwyd  as  yarn  as  we  myth;  inA 
ther  was  with  in  John  Jaalkre  and  John  Edmundes, 
and  asked  the  friere  what  he  wold  ;  and  he  seyd  ihat 
he  wuld  coroyn  inneforlo  speke  with  the  gode  ladiof 
the  hows.     And  thei  seyd  nay,  he  shuld  not  come  in. 
And  than  cam  on  Edmund  Paston  and  the  parson, 
and  asked  hyni  what  was  causu  of  his  comyng  at  this 
tyme.     And  he  seyd  for  to  entre  in  the   maner  ol 
Oxened,  ihe  which  his  fader  was  possessid  of  and  liis 
auncestres  from  kyng  Edward  the  ihred  on  to  Colb>s 
tyoie,  and  that  he  had  fownd  a  tayll  thcf  of  in  the 
kynges  bakes.     And  than  Edmund  Pasion  answcryd 
hym  and  seyd  that  it  wher  best  declaryng  of  his 
deiice  in  Weslmitister  hall.    And  he  seyd  ageyn,  : 


)  jDhn  Huiteyn. 
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shuld  whan  he  myth.  And  he  seyd  to  hem  that  come 
with  hym,  '  Serys,  I  chargge  yow  her  record  how  that 
I  am  kept  owth  with  stronge  hand,  and  may  not  talte 
poscession.'  And  evyii  forth  with  he  prcsyd  to  the 
gale  ward  to  a  Icyd  hand  on  the  gate.  And  tlian 
the  seyd  Edmund  put  hym  fro  the  gate  and  seyd,  '  Ne 
wer  for  reverence  of  Uiy  lord  and  myn,  and  thow 
leystany  hand  on  the  gate  I  sail  sey  ihye  hert  blod 
or  thow  myn.'  And  than  th-e  st-yd  frier  seyd  scorn- 
fully that  ho  myth  thankt:  his  mayster.  And  than 
the  seyd  Edmund  seyd  that  he  myth  sey  his  lord 
lyght  wele;  and  than  he  stowpyd  doun  and  toke 
up  herd  and  delivered  to  his  man,  seying  to  hem 
that  come  with  hym,  '  I  charge  yow  al!  of  the  livnges 
behalffe  ye  btre  record  that  I  take  here  poscession  of 
myn  inheritance.'  And  Edmund  seyd  that  this 
lakyng  of  poscession  skylled  nowgt.  And  than  the 
friere  seyd  that  sen  he  myth  not  have  it  nowe,  he 
shuld  come  a  geyn  a  nothir  tyme.  Edmund  is  rede 
forth  to  Heydon  it  was  told  us  this  afternon  that  iher 
wer  iij.  men  come  fro  SkeyCon  and  mettu  with  the 
fn«t  in  the  feld  and  spoke  with  hym  a  gode  while, 
and  than  rcJyn  the  same  wcy  that  they  come, 

IX 
A.D,  1444,  6  Oecr. 

WiLf,  OF  Edmund  Norman 
lAd.l,  MS,  34,y8S,  f.  10] 

Dei  nomine,  amen.  Ego  Edmundus 
'Norman  de  Fylby,  compos  mentis,  die 
Dominica  in  festo  sancti  Nicholai  EpJsCopi, 
anno  do  mini  M'™"  iiij''  xl.  iiij.'"  condo 
testamentum  meura  in  hunc  mundum  (sic).  In 
primis  do  et  l^go  animam  meam  Deo  Patri,  &c.,  COr- 
jusque  metim  sepeliendum  in  ecclesia  sancti  Petri 
Crowmere.       Item,  suramo  altari  ecclesiae  pne- 

dictx  x.y.      Item,  cmcndacioni  ejusdem    ecclesix 

'  l3iirrlincation&  by  uaoLhcr  band. 
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ild.  Item,  suinmo  alt&ri  ecd^is  de  Fylby  il/ 
Item,  emendationi  ecclesiie  de  Fylby  pntdictx 
vel  fenestras  de  novo  faciendse  el  in  trait  do  in 
partt;  boriali  ecclesise  prsdiclse  in  fine  occiden- 
tal!, X.  marcas.  Item,  Edmondo  capellano  sincU 
Joliannis  Baplistx  in  eadenn  ecctesia  xjy.  Item, 
volo  quod  omnes  FeolTaU  in  tcrris  et  tenemcutii 
remittant  jus  suum  Edmundo  Clere  armigero,  magis- 
tro  mta,  ut  ipse  vendat  et  disponat  cum  afiis  execu- 
taribus  meis  pro  salutt:  animie  mes  et  paUu, 
niatris,  el  omniunt  quibuscutnque  teneor,  Itan,i 
cuilibet  ordini  fratmm  de  Jeroemoth,  vj*.  riiii. 
Item,  fratribus  ordinis  Minorum  de  Walsynghiim 
vjr.    viiii/l      Item,    lego    Willelmo    Bondis    omnia 

dt  OKDolC 

bona  m«  exiscentia  in  hospicio  meo  London',  vi<le- 
licet  lectum  et  indumenta  mea.  Item,  l^o  Roberto 
Bjtketon  et  uxori  ejus,  firmario  meo  in  Fylby,  omnia 
utencilia  mea  itifra  mansionem  meam  ibidem  pneier 
lectum  plumale  pastea  legatuni.  Item,  Edmundo 
filio  dicri  Robert!,  liliolo  meo,  xlr.  Item,  filiabos 
ejusdem  Roberti,  Elizabotha;  et  MargarclK.  cuiti- 
bet  Kxs.  Item,  Edmundo  fiUo  RobenJ  Norman 
de  Ormesby,  vjs.  viiirf.  Item,  Ricardo  Ki;mp, 
xxvji.  viijrf.  Item,  Johanni  Grave,  sonam  mcatt 
deargent'.-  Item.  Nicholao  Pekeryng  de  Fylby, 
meuni  optimum  lectum  plomale  infra  mansioneni 
meam  apud  Fylby,  Item,  Johanili  SpCncer  dt 
Crowmere,  xxs.  Item,  uxori  Johannfs  Coiiclie, 
pro  ]abore  et  diligentia  suis  circa  me  dum  infirtra- 
bar,  vji.  viijrf.    Item,  Edmundo  Bataly  capellwo 

vjr.  viiirf.  Item,  lego  Thomas  Stalham  el  uwri  ' 
ejus  meum  tectum  plumale  apud  Norwicum.  U«", 
die  obitua  mei  ad  cxequias,  cuilibet  capelluifl 
iiijrf.  et  clerico,  jJ,  Item,  ad  distribuendum  inter 
pauperes  die  sepulturae,  xirf.  Residuum  vero  l»n- 
orum  meonim  non  legatorum  do  et  lego  eiecu- 
toribus  meis,  quos  ordtno  et  constitute  Edmuadum 

'  InieillncftlloiKly  nroilier  hnnd, 

3  Hcti  ocean  ait  illreiblE  in^erlineaiion,  in  Wbidi  soljr  *».'  u  viiiblt 


I).  1448] 


SUPPLEMENT 


IS 


ere,  armigenim,  Magistrum  meum  Robertum  Clere, 
ifiUelmum  Bondes,  Nicholaum  Pekcryng  magistmnn 
jFohannein  Semecrofte  et  Ricardum  Kemp  ut  ipai 
disponant  pro  salute  aniniie  mca;. 

'  Et  lego  dicto  Edmundo  Clere  pro  labore  suo  x//. 
si  vuh.  Et  Roberto  Qere  C^J.  et  simlliLer  cuilibet 
alionim  executorum  xlj. 

Item,  lego  Pers.  de  Crowmere  iijj.  iiijrf. 

It«m,  voio  quod  In  fenestra  ecclesiss  de  Fylby 
tres^  ymagines,  videlicet,  una  ymago  sancti  Ed- 
mundi,  a.lter[a]  Sancti  Johannis  Eaptistje,  alia  Sancti 
Maria:,  et  ibidem  fiat  scriptio: — Orate  pro  &nimabus 
Johannis  Norman  scniori,  Margartts  uxoris  ejus, 
el  M'dmundi  filii  pri^dicti  et  tale  armo  («>),  \Hfrt 
/oUows  a  sketch  of  a  shkld,  the.  upper  part  marktd 
as  silver  and  the  fewer  Olacic,  with  the  word  '  Kaler- 
WOle'  (?)  upon  it.\ 


A.D.  144.8,  1 1  March 

James  Gresham  to  John  Taston 

{Add.  MS.  34,889,  f.  r78] 

TIbU  Icftn  i&  Nrt,  Tcyi  o\  tbv  f  QTcnlory  al  l1l«  vntl  of  tbe  \3l^\  ApprndiT 
in  Vol.  ]"..  •hcicit  iilivonoversiKhl  said  Id  Iw  ii«th.oiii  daW.  Si.  Grpgoiyi 
Day  i«  >li;rMbLli:...a  tlkaf  i.f  St.  f  iTcgary  thr.  Pc.pe  (l  j  Maj-cK),  And  (he  lelLct  may 
hercrertRl  wiih  crrinmlr  to  [he  fcsr  imB,  jus!  after  PMtonS  TirU  upul- 
nAn  fmiil  Cnabdlll.  1  tic  Moflitiiy  licfoK  St.  Crcg^Ty'i  Diy  iii  dial  VEa.t 
would  be  [he  wry  iliy  precrdiiiE. 

To  my  ri^ht  ivorshipfuU  mayster,  John  Paston. 


i|i'ORTHV  and   worshipful  sir,  and    my   right 
^onci    [tiaister,    I    recomaund    me   to  yow. 
And  do  ypw  wcte  that  this  nyghl  at  soper 
I  was  with  my  maistrcsse  your  wylF  al  my 
maisiiE'Sse   Cleres,   and    blissed    he    God    thei   fare 

t  Wlidl  follov^^  lA  in  A  dincrtnt  band^  aippurvullf  Ihp  lamc  ni  thnt  or  the 
ihlnliniaiiaii* noi icfil  ihovt 
'  ConcclcJ  from  "<iiialiiof." 

3C 
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weel   and   hopyn   (h&t  fyou ']  shall   sende  Uiemn 

good  Lidyng  of"  your  malier,  Wlianne  y*!  knowe  ihc 
certeynte    Cherol,    &C.      And    my    tnAistresse   yuB 
niodir   come   thedir   and    fa^reth    well   and   sendcti 
yow   Goddis  bUssyng  and  hcris,   and   she  bad  mC] 
write   to  yow  that  she  hath  verey  kjiowela^t^  b) 
ircwe  and  trusty  man,  whos  name  she  shaU  tdlcyw" 
by  moiithf  ,ute  your  next  ineCyng,  that  ther  was  (jui-^ 
posed  3.  grct  meync  of  a  woiidir  gaderyng  o(  shipmS 
abowtt  Coiiorhitht  Tor  lo  have  come  lo  Oxcncd.! 
putte  me  owt  there  in  a  wcrs  wyse  thanne  ye 
put  owt  at  Gresham;  and  this  was  purposed  for  19 
have  bt-n  at  Oxened  and  a  ryflcd  ;ind  put  in  liicpicefl' 
there,  but  this  purpose  lieldf  not,  fur  tlu'i  wereco 
Icrmandct,  by  what  raene  3  can  not  Itnowc  yc«t,  Afld 
it  is  do  hir  to  wete  that  ihci  be  pnn*osed  to  be. 
O^fji^de  a  bowt  midlent,and  1  am  pro^miltedthal  I 
shall  have  li.  days  warnyng  by  a  good  frcend.     Aft 
iherfor  she  pra)'eth  yov  that  ye  aspie  bc^sily  if  Ok 
pieest  come  into  ihir  counlrc  or  noght.    For  if  ovgtil 
shall  be  doo  I  trowe  the  Frere  wole  be  there  atte. 
doyng.    v\nd  iif  ye  can  aspie  that  he  come  hldet, : 
my  maistres&e  word  !is  hastily  as  ye  may,  and  of yourT 
avyse  and  of  all  otht-r  thyngges  as  ye  seme,  8ic.   Mi 
God  have  yow  in  his  kcpyng.     Wretyn  at  ix.  on  Iht 
clokkt   at  evyn   the  norfday  (sir)  nex  to  fore  Seni 
GrcRory  day  in  hast. 

My  brother  Heltkc  and  his  felawship  shall  telti 
yow  more  by  mowihe  thanne  I  can  telle  yow  now.— 
Your  servaunl,  J.  GrivHAM- 


'  OmilUd  in  M&.         1  t*rLat  John  Hawleyii. 


'*ii>l'n|ciH'*^ 
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XI 
A.D.   144S 

Anonymous  to  John  Paston 
tAdd.  MS.  34,8Sp,  i.  143] 

Thik  leiut,  No.  101 1  in  tht  lnvcnlt>ry  nt  liii:  md  uf  ihc  Aj>|>eiidii,  u 
iKitlct  aan«j  nvf  MJdr(»«l|  but  (here  ii  "i  duutii  ilie  pcruii  fcr  wljoiii 
11  msa  intiintit-J  win  Jahn  roaton  (he  cLiIcat.  whu  pc>»c»vrl  i>rf>pa-iv  M 
Maulby  ilk  >l|;hL  of  his  wife,  Tll«  r-jfcTclvc-r  10  T-~niTcnce  Rccde,  itl^nc- 
■mi.  KCnit  lo  ^l<uw  Ihal  il  is  of  Ibi-  year  1448.     SScc  Vul.  1,  |).  68. 

JjORCHEPEFUL  mayslcr  1  recomend  mu  to 
yow :  and  I  pray  yow  to  wete  I  was  at 
Katefeld  in  Cobbcs  pU^Cc  for  to  se  the  a.rincs 
a5  ye  comaunded  me,  and 
the  feld  is  gold  wytli  iii.  bukkelcs  of 
sylver  mad  on  the  wyse  as  it  Js  her, 
wyth  floweris  of  sylver  on  the 
bukkelis  mad  of  iiij.  lyke  a  trewlove. 
Also,  syr,  I  have  spoke  to  a  fryer 
ihat  is  conversaunt  at  WykelvYode 
wyih  Randolflis  dowlerand  he  halh 
behetitid  mi:  for  to  gete  me  Ran- 
dolfitis  amies  of  hcse  dowter  \V'yltones  wyf;  but  I 
have  not  yel  spoke  vfylh  ihe  frier  a  yen.  Also  I  pray 
yow  lo  wete  [hat  I  was  at  Mauteby  and  y^  have  there 
CC.  combz  of  malt  if  ye  wyl  gef  for  xiiiiii'.  a  combz 
in  the  comes  and  xxi.  for  xx.  ye  shal  have  redy  mony, 
as  !  suppose,  for  Pykeiyng  sellyth  for  xid.  and  xiirf, 
[he  lest  (hat  halh,  as  the  parson  of  Mauteby  tellyth 
me.  And  the  parson  and  I  have  do  ihroche  your 
qwete  for  it  was  ete  wyth  niyse  to  petowsly  for  lo  sc  ; 
and  if  it  plese  yow  I  pray  yow  that  ye  vryl  send  me 
word  qwhudyr  yc  wyl  selle  your  malt  and  your  qhete 
aftyr  the  pryse  of  the  countrc  wr  (?)  tt  shal  be  pur- 
veyid  for  to  kepe  it  til  ye  may  sett.  And  I  have 
spi'ike  to  Lawrauns  Reede  foT  the  fermc  ;  but  he  wyl 
not  lake  il,  aS'  1  consfiyve,  ti!  he  speke  wyth  yow.  I 
suppos  for  to  a  made  a  covienaunl  wyth  hyra,  but 
he  hath  no  sewerte  yet,  and  the  loitdis  shal  not  be  in 
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your  handis  til  myhelmes  a^  he  sejclh  ;  ther  for  he  is 
the  nior  terying,  &c.  I  bcseche  all  mytt  Jhesu  sp«ic 
yow  and  kepe  yow.  [■^'^^  ^H"*'^-] 

Un  the  IjHck  are  some  i^aine^  orfairiliesin  a  ccninnp>:r 

hftnd,  and  five  sklelds  of  arms  tricked   lit   a  moilcrr,  HapH„ ! 

laticr  being  appafenily  ilie  armorial  borinpi  a{  anitStoisi 
ilie  ICarl  nf  Vatmoiiiti,  C<j  whom  there  is  a  letter  nddrencd  ' 
'  Win.  Smyih  '  upon  this  subject  «l  f.  146. 


XIl 

A.D.  144.8,  5  Dec. 

James  Ct.ovs  to  John  Faston 

[Add.  MS.  34,m,  i.  S7]  

ThU  lEiltr  btsn  up«n  the  rluput«  aboul  Grolum,  and  U  (mtaUvflnfei 

Tb  my  Hyght  WurihelfuU  tnaiter  John  Paiten  bt 
fkis  deliuiytd  in  hast. 

IIGHT  revercTit  and  wurchepfull  sir,  1 
comitiande  me  to  yow,  desyryng  to  hati 
or  yowr  welfare,  the  which  gracyo«s  God- 
contyniially  preserve  and  kepe  lo  yo^ 
gostly  hele  and  bodily  welfare;  praying  yow  lo 
wete  that  as  Tor  the  broli«  sylver  that  my  masuo 
wend  for  to  a  sent  yow  whan  she  dedc  wi)'li; 
her  letler,  ther  is  none  in  your  forcer ;  she  siip- 
posyd  that  ye  lefr  it  at  Norwiche  in  yowr  cofcrt 
whcT  of  yc  have  the  key.  Also  my  maBtres  yo*' 
iiioder  yretc  yow  wele,  and  pray  yow  to  send  her 
word  how  she  shall  do  with  Kdward  of  U'hwie  ol 
Paslon  :  for  she  dedc  seys  his  corn  on  the  loini  ihfi 
last  hervest,  and  he  led  it  a  wey  after  thai  il  v\as 
Seysyd  with  awth  licens  and  levo  of  here  or  any  o(  liwe 
ofiyceris.  Item,  my  mastrcs  yowr  systcr  recoinm*'"! 
her  hertly  lo  yow,  and  pray  yow  thai  and  yc  wpld 
■wochesaff  lo  spoke  to  my  master  Edmund,  ant!  pray 
hym  if  thai  he  hath  bciwth  here  gee  that  she  sent  Ifl 
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hym  fore,  thai  he  wold  send  it  her  home ;  in  cas  that  ^ 
he  have  not  bowth  it,  that  he  wold  be  it  and  sent  it 
here  in  all  the  hast  that  he  may  goodly.    Fortliermore 

if  it  plese  yow  lo  her  of  my  master  Berncy,  he  was  ai 
Gresham  witli  my  maslres  on  the  Tuysday  next  after 
Halwemasday,  the  same  day  that  we  dystreynyd 
Jarays  Rokkysson,  and  I  had  meiie  a  licill  a  fore 
with  Pertrj'ch,  and  he  thrett  me,  and  sayd  that  we 
shiild  not  long  kepethe  dyslresse,  and  there  for  my 
masires  dede  us  don  on  owr  jakkys  and  owr  salcltis. 
My  master  Berncy  cam  in  and  Ihe  piirson  of  Oxened 
with  hym  and  sey  us  in  owre  jakkis,  and  he  we.\e  as 
paJe  as  any  herd  and  wold  riyht  fayn  a  ben  thens.  So 
my  maylres  dede  hym  dyne,  and  whill  ihei  wher  at 
dynar  Hctry  Collys  told  my  niastres  openly  among  tjs 
all  thai  the  same  tyme  that  Pertrych  entryd  a  geyn  up 
on  yovr,  his  master  was  at  CausCon  to  yow  ward,  and 
there  it  was  told  hym  that  Pertrych  hod  putt  yow 
owlh  and  all  your  men,  and  that  ye  and  my  mastres 
wher  redyn  a  geyn  to  Norwhich,  and  all  your  hows- 
hold,  and  that  causyd  hym  that  he  com  no  forther 
that  tyme  :  and  my  Master  Bemey  confermyd  all 
this  and  seyd  that  it  was  so.  Whan  thei  had  etyn 
he  had  mych  hast  to  a  be  thens^  so  my  mastres  deayryd 
and  prayd  hym  that  he  wold  come  a  ^eyn  or  aght 
long  ;  and  so  with  mych  praying  he  be  hest  her  if  he 
mythe.  And  Kerry  Collys  stode  ther  bysyde  and 
seyd  to  my  felachep,  '  What  shuld  my  master  do 
here,' quod  he,  Mete  yowr  master  send  after  his  kyn- 
nysmcn  at  Mauiby,  for  thei  have  nowth  that  thei 
mavn  lese,'  And  so  ihei  redyn  her  wey.  And  with 
in  a  sevenygt  after  my  master  Berney  sent  Davy  to 
my  mastres,  and  prayd  my  mastres  thai  she  wold 
hold  his  master  excusyd,  for  he  had  hurt  his  owyn 
hors  that  he  rode  up  on  ;  and  he  dede  Davy  sadillyn 
an  oder  hnrs ;  and  he  stode  by  and  made  water  whill 
he  sadyllyd  hyai,  and  as  Davy  shuld  a  kyrt  the  hors, 
slenkyd  behynd  and  toke  his  master  on  the  hcpe 
'  Tlw  void '  ilui '  U  lepeiied  In  the  MS.  by  ioulvBiieoce. 
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suyche  a  stroke  that  never  man  may  trust  hym  after, 
and  brake  liis  hepe.  And  he  had  sent  Herry  CoUp 
to  Norwhich  for  mcdycyiiys,  so  he  must  ryde  horn 
the  same  nygt ;  for  his  master  had  no  man  at  home. 
So  my  niaslres  was  rygth  soiy,  and  wend  that  it  hid 
bt  trowth,  but  I  know  wele  that  Jt  was  not  so.  It 
happyd  that  I  rod  tlie  nest  day  to  Norwhich,  and  I 
rood  in  to  my  maslres  your  moder,  andshededeaslce 
mc  alTtcr  my  master  Bcrtiey,  and  I  toid  here  hair  he 
was  hurt.  And  she  askyd  the  parson  of  Opened  if 
hf  WL-r  hurl,  and  he  seyd  nay  ;  for  Davj'  Jay  with 
hym  the  same  nygt  a  fore  and  told  Iiym  that  he  wis  1 
lieylL  and  mery,  and  prayd  hym  that  he  wold  l>e  wilfa^H 
hym  the  Sonday  next  after ;  and  so  Da^•y  lay  ihe^B 
.-same  nygt  after  that  he  had  told  my  mastres  thclak 
with  the  parson  of  Oxened.  I  beseche  yow  of  yowic 
gode  masterchep  that  ye  wold  not  do  wreytlic  this 
letter,  for  and  my  mastres  knew  that  I  sent  yo* 
suychc  a  letter  I  were  never  abyll  to  lofce  up  on  tier, 
nor  to  abyde  in  her  heysyte.  My  mastivs  yo«T 
moder  h'ath  sent  yow  ij.  lettens ;  she  hath  in  dosyi 
hem  to  my  master  Edraunde,  and  she  wuld  wclc  if 
yc  had  hem  or  nawth.  The  Holy  Trynyte  have  yow 
in  kepyng.  Wrytyne  at  Norwhich  on  Sent  Clemcnti* 
evyn.     In  hasl.^Voiii  servaunt,         Jamis  GijOVS. 


About  A.D.  1449,  April 
William  Cotyng  to  John  Paston 

[Aild.  MS.  34,889.  f.  164] 

Tti>  iMwr,  No.  loo^  in  itic  [nvrnHirj-ni  On  tral  <i(  Avpenii*  to  Vol  ■»,, 
ntu^l  ha^c  LccTi  wrallcn  a}.Haur  Iha  yriti  14^9^  when  Williaiit  i-'iuton.  )*Jli  Lrf 
Uic  JuiJi;r,  waia  ituilcnl  ai  CamhricJ^i;. 

2h  fAe  right  rrrerenl  sir  my  most  tuorskipfttt  maistcr^ 
my  maiittrjofm  Paston. 


SpgjiGHT  reverent  and  my  most  worshipful 
rc^.i  niaistcr,  1  rccomauiid  lue  to  yow.  Please 
it  yow  to  wete  llmt  the  man  whiche  1 
wolde  have  h&dcle  lu  a  b«  youre  fermuur 
at  Simillewelle  hath  tolde  nie  (hat  he  will  noi 
therof,  and  this  he  makith  his  excuse;  he  seyihe 
that  he  shall  dwellt-  with  his  wyflcs  fader  and 
fynden  hym  for  his  good  as  longe  as  he  Itvyth  and 
he  will  no  forlher  medill  in  ihe  werdc-,  I  fele  well 
by  hym  ihat  he  hath  inquired  of  the  ruancr,  for  he 
coutle  telle  me  well  that  olde  Uriggenun  aught  my 
inaisier,  your  fadci.  whom  God  assoile,  moche  good, 
and  how  that  lig  haddc  al  that  was  ther  whaiitiu 
Briggeman  was  dud  ;  and  that  this  Briggcmaii  otvilh 
yow  moche  good  al  this  tyme.  I  answered  therio, 
as  for  olJe  Briggeman,  I  seide  Ihat  it  was  his  wiJl 
that  my  maister  shulde  have  his  good,  be  cause  he 
was  a  bonde  ma.n  and  hadde  no  childer.  And  as  for 
this  Briggcman,  I  seide  that  he  hath  bought  a  faire 
place  sithe  he  was  your  fermour,  and  payed  iherfor; 
but  for  this  I  kan  not  lunie  hym.  Wherfor,  and  it 
like  yow  to  sende  to  me  &  bille  of  Ihe  vahie  of  the 
manei,  I  shall  inquere  if  any  other  may  happe  to  be 
gele,  and  sende  yow  worde  iherof;  and  in  this  and 
whal  ye  will  comaundc  me  eilys  I  shall  do  my  parte 
by  the  grace  of  our  Lord,  Who  ever  have  yow  in  His 
kepyng.  Amen,  Writen  al  Cambrigge  the  Sunday 
nexte  before  the  fest  of  Seyiit  George. 
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My  maister  your  brother^  recomaundetb  bym  to 
yow,  as  me  smniyth  he  h  in  right  febitl  heJe.  he 
not  telle  nie  qwy,  save  he  seyth  hu-  eompleyned  ony 
and  haddu  no  reniiidy,  and  thcrfor  ht  seyihe  he  slull 
suITet  for  a  seoson.  For&othe  1  suppose  he  is  not 
intreied  as  he  aught  to  be. — Your  senaunt  and 
bedeman,  W.  CorvNG. 


XIV 

A.u.  i44C)(?),  lo  July 
Sir  John  Fastolp  to  John  Pabton 

[From  Palmer's  J-'trumiaiToii  and  A  uiiquityt  tj  GrttI 
VertiMUtAe,  p.  6l] 

7I>  fhe  Worshypfnl  Sir,  and  my  ryghi  wtii  Mffvtd 
coscii.J'ohn  Pasfoti. 

ilORS  H  V  PFULL     and     ryghie     wclbclcfyd 
cosyn,    I    comsMnd    Oic   to    you.      I'leisfll 

you  to  here  tSiat  the  Pryore  and  Convent! 

cif  Norwydie  have  wythlulden  certeyn  renii 
for   landcs   ihiit   they    hnlden    of   me  wythinne  mir 
nianer   of  Hayiysdon,   and    the   ij,    tapu-rs   of  «m 
of  ij.  IbK.  wygiit,  by   the  space  of  xviij,  yere,  [lui 
mountyth  xxjj.^  valut-d  in  money.     And  lhelo»l'CS| 
of  the  seyd  maner  beyng  before  nie,  and  y  yii  my  i 
tyme,  have  been  seised  and  possessed  of  the  seyd' 
rent.     Prayng   you    to   speke  wyih  the    I'ryore,  w 
comaundyng  me  unto  liym.     And  that  ye  lyke  to 
move  hym  to  make  me  payment  as  his  dewtee  ys,  so 
as  y  Imve  no  cause  to  gowc  further,  snd  to  do  v 
justice  requyreth.     He  hahytii   xxx.  acres  lande  or 
more  by  the  seyd  rent,  and  whyht  ought  to  paymc 
othyr  rent  more  by  myn  evideiise,     Morv  over  ypray 
you,  coscn,  llial  I  may  speke  with  you  or  [Ufon]  j 
ryde,   and   that   on  Tliursday  by  the  ferthest ;  and 
then  y  shall  tell  you  tydyngs  oflf  the  Parlemenl,  »wl 

'  WiMiarn  Pmlup. 

''  '■ij,B,'u  printed  by  Pa.li]iier,  but  ihi  'u'  DO  d«ibl  dMNld  bt  'k| 
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I  pray  God 


It  ye  fayle  not,  as  ray  trust  ys  yn  you. 
have  you  in  Hys  guidance, 

IWreten  at  Ca^&lor,  the  x.  day  off  Julie  1449.*^ 
irour  Ccsen,  John  FASToirE. 

Cr 


XV 

A.D.  1449,  3°  Nov, 

JoHW  Damme:  to  John  Pastom 

(AdJ.  34,S8S.  t.  32\ 

,    This  Lvllcif  wr&^ evidently  wiJlU-n  in  i^H^aficr  J'i>Jir>  P49.Luci  ImJ  fe-tialitcJ 
CmhBni.  ami  his  *ift  WBS  Iccpine  il  lor  him.     See  No.  77  i>f  the  EEnoral 


Ji»  ffl>i  fJX'A/  worsiigpfull  master  John  Faston  at 
London  in  tfu  Inner  Tempis, 


^iT.F.SE  it  your  good  tnaistLTshep  to  knowe 
V^'j  that  my  inaisterctise  yitur  wyff  rttomaundt-th 
licrc  to  yow  and  farL-tU  well,  blyssed  bu 
(iod,  and  all  your  itienye  farcji  wdl  also 
and  recomaundc  lieni  lu  yaw,  Hic.  1  was  with  my 
lord  of  Osuiiford  and  dtdu  niyn  crand,  and  I  found 
his  good  lordshep  well  disposed  towardys  yow, 
for  hescid  if  hu  vmrn  sum  to  for  lo conic  Co,,  &c.,  if  it 
kupe  fairc  wedcr  lie  wold  not  taryc,  and  if  it  reygned 
he  wold  not  spare.  More  over  I  spak  «il.h  Peilrych 
as  loucliyng  llit;  letter  sent  to  my  l^urd  Moltyns ;  he 
seyth  that  he  was  privy  to  tht  wrytyng  and  ivele  \i. 
xowe  it  by  record  of  xx.  persons,  but  !i«  wolnl  name 
lo  nn;  no  persone;  and  ^o  he  and  I  accorded  not 
fully.  And  I  bad  liym  remeuibre  hyni  that  hi;  myglit 
not  abyde  then:  if  ye  wold  have  Iiyni  owt.  And  he 
seid  he  knewe  well  llml.  But  he  seid,  if  ye  put  heem 
out,  ye  shu!d  be  put  owt  sune  after  a  geyn.  And  I 
seyd  if  il  happe    it  so   ihei  shuld  nol  longer  rcste 

'  So  the  dale  iie'™i^»^<  \iotM  Framwhifb  ihU  leiutii  copied,  bu[  Ihe 
frai  is  tcrUiiily  n-nma,  &,v  llii;  wiiicr  iliti  net  go  ig  ri^idc  ax  Cai^lci  lill 
Hit.  TUr  tlalt  inilMil  wjbIiI  havt  Lsfd  .utpitloui  aparl  from  tisis,  is/hf 
oiukifi  vf  doling  i^quilc  u-nu^uaS  \u  liie^c  JeLlctp^  J^fuljAbly  itt  Ibc  nr^inal 
HE.  (which  Lite  KJituj  liat  flui  ^ecn)  '  1449'  WTis  itk^crLed  after  '  Juli«  in  1 
l4l«  bai'J. 
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there.     And  Mariot  stod  by  and  seyd  that  were  no 
merveyil  whill  ihci  were  but  ij.  men,  but  It  shuld  not 
be  best  so.     And  I  seyd  that   I  !ete  ihem  wete  it 
shuld   be  ao   if   ye  Void,   thovr   they  made  all  the 
strenght    which    tliey   coude    make.      And   iher  to 
Mariot  seyd  stately,  thai  myght  not  be  perfomied ; 
and  more  Ungage  thcr  was,  to  long  to  wryte  al  ihis 
leyser.     Pertrych  ajid  his  felavr  here  grcl  visage  and 
kepe  gret  junkeryes  and  dyneres,  and  s«yn  thai  my 
lord  Moleyiies  hath  wrytyn  pleynly  to  hem  that  hr 
is  lord  there  and  well  be,  and  shall  be,  a.nd  ye  nol 
to  have  it ;  but  I  trust  to  Goddes  ryghtw^&eres  of 
better  purvyauiice.     Lyke  it  yow  to  remembrc  what 
Heydon  doth  and  mayde  by  colour  of  justice  of  the 
|)ees,  beyng  of  my  lordes  councell  and  not  youi  go*d 
Trend  nor  weell  wyller,  and  to  comon  with  your  sail 
councetl  what  ye  must  suffre  by  the  laive,  and  where 
inne  ye  may  resiste.     On  Sunday  last  passed  Gunore 
and  Martut  and  John  Duvy  and  other  dynod  with 
Pertrych,  &c.  ;  and  after  eveson  [ezf/uon^]  Gnnort 
spake  10  my  maisteresse  that  she  shuld  make  he« 
men  lo  Icue  here  wyfeles  and  here  jacltcs  ;  and  she  ^ 
answered  that  thei  purposed  to  hurCe  no  man  of  liere  H 
owyn  sykyng  ;  but  for  it  was  setd  that  she  shuld  he      ' 
plukkyd  owt  of  here  bowse,  she  were  loth  lo  suffr* 
that ;  and  therfore  she  sayde  thei  shuld  goo  soo  til 
ye  come  hom.     And  he  seid  stately,  but  if  ihei  left 
here  aray  it  shuld  be  plukked  from  them.     I  trust  he 
must  have  a  better  warant,  from  his  stalely  lan^agf. 
or  ells  he  shall  not  have  it  from  hem  esity,     Allthu 
I  remitte  to  your  good  remembraunce  with  Goddes 
help,   to  Whom  I  pray  to  gyde  your  ryght  to  his 
worshep  and  your  hertes  desire. 

Wrytyn  at  Sustede  on  Seynt  Andrewe  day,  &c.- 
Yowres,  J.  Da.mml 


Were 

ordeyjj 


line 


but   well,  as   me   semyth.   that   ye   mygM 
now  a  fetys  jackf  defensable  for  your  scK, 


f 


for  there  con  they  do  best  and  best  chep,  Sic 


A.D,  14S<='(?)>  S^  April 

Thk  Earl  of  Oxford  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  us.  34.88S,  f.  164] 

1  tii^lclLcr  cannof  ^jc  later  l}ia.n  14S'»  iu  Sir  H  cliry  In^kiW  cl^c-l  in  Jiiiv 
cI  ih.ii  jtar,  ("lie  ilalE  mny  he  4ti«iul  1150.  like  ihui  t.f  .%ijfric  iMhet  kttii-. 
itf  I  he  EhtI  (iT  Clhr>rJ,  TIti?  tclBft  it  noleil  in  [Lc  Appcikilii:  tLr  Vl>L  hii.  as 
No.  I'lS. 

To  tniire  Ryght  trusty  and  tight  wrtbttoved  Frend, 
Jofian  Paffon,  Eiquier, 

The  Etlc  of  OxenCord. 

K;HT  Iristy  iiind  welbelovod  frend,  we  grete 
yaii  right  liertily  well,  And  for  asmuche 
ii.s  iVL"  be  t-aformed  Uiat  on  \oHe\  Thomas 
Kecham,  a  servaunt  of  owrc  right  welbe- 
loved  brothfr,  Sir  Richard  dti  Veer,  knyght,  hath 
to  done  with  Sir  Henry  Ingloae  knyghl  in  3.  cer- 
leyii  malier  JTi  wich  youre  good  maistcrschep  may 
cause  his  singuler  ease  and  a  vaile  as  ancnst  the 
said  knyght,  a^  Thomas  Kecham  hath  enfornied 
IIS ;  We  pray  you  herlily  that,  at  the  reverence  of 
us  and  ithis  oure  writyng,  yc  woU  take  tht  labour 
upon  you  to  speke  unto  Ihe  said  Sir  Henry,  con- 
ceyving  a  menc  and  the  wcye  of  an  ende  to  be  had 
be  twix  thaym  of  right,  causyng  the  said  knyght 
to  seasc  of  hese  malice  and  Vi-rongful  suetle  as  a 
nensi  the  said  Thomas.  And  ferthermore  we  pray 
you  to  see  that  the  said  knyght  take  no  beiiefeys  ne 
prevayle  not  as  a  nenst  the  Gaoyler  of  the  Castell  of 
Norwich  for  the  siierte  of  the  said  Thomas  Kecham, 
as  we  verily  trust  ye  will ;  in  wich  feithfully  doyng  we 
shall  kun  you  bertily  thanke.  And  right  tiusly  and 
welbeloved,  the  Trynitie  have  yow  in  Hese  kepyng. 
Wreton  at  (iutl'  Manour  of  Wevenhoo,  the  last  day 
of  ApriU. 

Beluw  the  lexl  of  iljis  kltcr  is  wcillcn  in  annlticc  liitiidi 
'  Smalwode  !i  paihawli. ' 
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XVII 
A.D.  1450,  3  July 
Grgsbam  to  John  Pastom 

tAdd.  MS,  34,888,  (.  73] 


Tlu  Iwil  proce«iln|;i  mtnilunn]  in  tbu  Iciiei  show  thai  the  7«ui 
viic  u  tbAi  oTuioiLc-T  Idler  orCi^sbam'^  Nq.  100  iii  V4I-  1. 

To  my  right  worskipfull  \mai\i(tr  John  Fias/an  e 
Wyncfies(r€  he  this  delyuertd. 

FTER  al  due  recomendadon   had,  I  re 
niaunde  roe  to  yow  and  prey  yow  to  wtle 
that  Heydon  s«weLh  tn  his  iiccion  x  ge)ii$l 
Oscbcm  s.  (alts  retournable  iv*  Jolunni^ 
Idea   mitUSur  vel  Ivijualur  VUeiomid  Nerffatk,  &C. 
And  1  suppose   that  as   for  Costudia  accions  thd! 
wfolc  have  tihi  prius,  &c.     As  touchyng  the  nutierj 
of  Oxejied  the  Irere  '  leveth  his  dclagacJe  a  ahideih^ 
uj)  on  our  pice  of   prufession   by  as  incch^;  as  we ' 
s<:y  iliat   lon^  lo  for*.-  the  writlL-  jiurchaced  he  *'is 
professed  a  frere  and  sey  not  and  yet  is  professwl,  &c- 
And  Sotyll  and  other  of  your  tounseill  thynk.  ttic  la" 
is  on  our  ijyde.     Brampton  brought  me  a  lettrc  and] 
a  clowt  sowed  clos  with  thynggis  therin,  and  a  lettefl 
endorsed  to  yow  from  my  nialstresa^'  yout  modc'tJ 
wliiche  I  sendc  yow  with  this.   The  lord  Sloleyns  raai ' 
brought  ij.  writtus  to  the  Shirrefis  depute  of  Noriolk, 
Oon  a  geynst  yow,  myii  erne'  and  James  Gloys  fwrtj 
cliiiisum  iuum  apud  Gresham  fregemni,  &lc,,  theothir] 
wriltu  a  geynst  yow  and  J,  Gloys  quan  en'  et  amis  tn 
komimi  ei  strvietiUs  ipsms  apud  Gmham  inmltu«i 
fueruni,  fi:c.    And  wlianne  the  seid  lord  Moleyiis  dim 
delyvered  these  ivTcttys,  Lomnour  stode  be  side  aid 
Rspiud  it.     And  thanne  the  seid  man  desired  to  bav« 
ageyn  Ihe  writtis,  and  toke  hem  a  geyn  ;  and  whannc 
he  had  theym  he  seid  they  shuld  not  come  In  their 
handcs  a  vii.  nyght  after.     And  so  he  kepeLb  theym 
siillc.     And  Caly  and  Vales  also  have  promysed  mc 
that  iher  shall  no  writte  be  retoumed  a  geya  )xm 
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but  that  ye  shall  have  copies  ther  or  at  reasonable 
lyia-e  to  make  your  avantagi:^  as  the  law  wole,  ^t,  to 
caste  your  esson  '  or  suychi:  other,  itc.  Sir,  I  prey 
God  yeld  yow  for  your  letter  yt-  sent  me  by  Lethom, 
whiche  I  receyved  yistereuyr  right  late.  Whtrby  I 
hope  and  conceyve  that  ye  be  in  good  cas  for  your 
maner  of  GrfeshamJ,  for  truly  I  was  right  weel 
comforted  therof.  A'i  louchyng  Skyner  and  his 
borwys  the  attichementes  may  not  be  wretyn  but  by 
the  recordes  of  the  retonysance,  and  alle  the  recordes 
of  the  Chaunccryc  be  at  Wyr\chcstre,  /^fl,  &c,  I 
prey  God  be  your  good  speed  in  all  your  matlers, 
Amen.  Wretyn  in  hast  at  London  the  Friday  next 
after  seint  Petir  day.— Your  servant, 

J.  Greshah. 

I  XVII I 

A.D.   1450,  4    0«. 
Thomas  Denv£s  to  John  Paston 
[Add,  MS.  34.SSS,  r,  45I 
fhis  is  eviiSenlly  iheuine  yen  m  No.  iljnr  the  grneril  icripj,  iji  which 
Willikm  W»)-K  wrile*   lo  Pultm  Khul   iJoines  ouglit   10  rnHvHtrnw  his 

KrriMin  rroai  Koyitan.   Tht  hi,  i^  iliEhlly  mulltaltd  ai  Itic  lo^i  in  (he  iielil> 

To  my  maisfer  Fasten  in  hast 

[|IGHT  worshipful!  and  my  right  good  maislert 

I  recomaund  me  lo  you-   And  like  you  wete 

that    it    is  now  ....   I    haf    for   Llanycis: 

sake   put   my  self  withynne   the  maner  of 

Rydon ;  and  her  is  with  me  a  kyonesman  [of]  my 

mastres  your  wifes,  John  Hendyssh.     And  as  ycslir- 

day  cam  John  Wodchous  with  a  xij.  hers  to  Geyt[on] ; 

on    the   othte   side   conielh    Fitz  William   with    xx. 

hors ;    and    on    the    thrid    parte,   oon    Hobcrd    of 

Midtlton  hath  rcdy  a  xx.   fclaws;  and  on  the  fourth 

parte,  stant   the   toune   of   Lynne  redy  with   Herry 

Wodelious;   and  the!  all  be  gon  thedir  this  nyght. 

This  day  folwyng  comclh  to  thaym  Herry  Tudtnham, 

William  Narburgii,  Thomas Tru&but,  Thomas  K.LTviIe, 

'  fjHiin,  a   Ie^  opieiiiDci,   meaning  an  cxeuh    adnuiud   te  DM- 
■ppcarajiDC  in  Court. 
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and  Shuldhaui   servauntez,   Saltisbury  and  ^V'iiIia 
Owayo.    It  is  so  that  of  my  lorde '  gete  I  no  soco 
and  lever  I  had  Lo  dy  than  gif  up  the  place  &ith  1  ani^ 
llier  yn-     And  I  wene  if  ihei  gete  the  place  upon  mt 
ther  hclpith  my  Uf  no  pardun.     Wherfore  1  lowly 
beseche    yow,    moister     Paslon,    advertise   in    >'ourJ 
wisdom  that  this  was  the  first  porpose  of  Tudent 
and  Heydon  whils  thei  regned.  to  gete  this  piicc^ 
and  to  thai  intent  tliei  brought  hider  the  lord  Ruua^ 
which  now  is  fuJ  simptrly  thought  on  with  my  maista  ' 
that  I  serve     And  ye  wcte  woI<-*  that  I  have  most 
cncountred  the  entcnt  of  Tudenham  and  He)-don  of  ^ 
ony  pouer  man  on  lyve ;  And  if  I  be  lost  or  put  1 
an  ungoodly  rebuke  heryn  my  sen-ice  i^  the  lesse 
valu  tu  you  that  be  getitils  of  the  shire.     VVhtrfore' 
1  rcquyre  your  maistcrship  to  come  hider  in  your 
pcrsonc  with  siiych  as  ye  seme  not  to  that  inienlto 
lake  parly  in  the  mater,  but  lo  thai  intent  lo  help  W  i 
set  peas  in  the  shire,  and  to  stire  my  lord  fot  hisi 
honour.     For  yisterday  my  lord  sent  to  Lynne  andl 
made  a  cry  to  be  made  llial  lie  woM  be  named  in  I 
the  writ  of  the  statute  of  Northampton,  and  thai  cry 
iialh   caused   the   common    pople   of   the   tour  o( 
Lynnc   lo  slere  the  more.      Nevcrlhclessc  all  ttic 
substaunct  of  the  loun  is  in  peas  and  peasid  by  the 
wisdam  of  the  Meir  theer,  but  not  for  then  sum  of  I 
thaym  comf  with  Harry  Wodehous,  so  that  I  dcinej 
he  hath  a  vj"  pcrsoncs  in  all  on  all  sides,     I  besechej 
you  to  send  me  htder  sum  socour  beside  forth,  witb  I 
John  Osbtrn  and  John  Lifter  with  thaym,  and  come) 
ye  aftir  a  parte  by  your  good  wisdome  soukyng  [sfi) 
theirdemenynges,  and  send  me  youradvyse.    Wretyn 
the  nyght  of  the  Sunday  a  forn  seynt  Feilhesday.— | 
Your  servaunl,  Thomas  Desitcs. 

This  day  1  demc  thei  come  beforn  us.     If  yc  help  ; 
not  now,  Tudenham   and   Heydon   shal  achit-ve  in 
their   descsc   the   conquest    that    thei   coude  ae'H 
achieve  in  their  prosperite. 
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XIX 

\.D.  1450,  1 1  Nov. 

RiCHAKD  Cali-e  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  MJ.  34,889,  f.   l6p] 

I  la.  t?11b.,  No.  ict^k  lit  1L«  Iti^cnlfiry  ikl  rhr  tnJ  of  V^'E,  IIP.  ,  run  At  Ii4ve 
!-.■  11  iTideii  in  ttio.  Wi  InoK  alrmily  itiiii  John  l^isfoii  rnorcnd 
(•-■--:'  .-iiTk  r>f  CfrcAhuna  Ikflwvdn  Ts^pumlxr  14.5^  dt>d  Mifch  i^u^t^v  Vol,  I- 
rp-  1*7 1  19^  l(tiewc£iidllialbcile|iuicd  RichudCttllc  19  Uikc  pat^Eulun 
lot  him  in  fiiDvenihct. 

Tit  my  tyght  m'trutt  and  most  xvarschipfuH  Afithlre 
my  MtiisScf  J&kn  Paston  the  e!drf,  fSijuy/r,  at 
Loudon  in  the  Inner  Temjyli. 

BV'CiHT  revercnl  and  iny  moosle  wurschipful 
maisirc,  I  recommaunde  me  unto  youre 
goode  naisliTschip.  Like  you  to  wiltc 
that  I  have  taken  aslate  in  the  loiide  at 
Giesliam  as  your  maisterscbcp  ftviced  me  ;  whtt- 
fore  I  besche  you  ihal  [her  may  be  tiikci>  an 
axion  in  my  feffes  name  and  myn  a  yenst  Jamys 
GaUc,  ss  you  sttnvth  betst,  and  as  hasly  processc 
as  may  be  had  a  yenst  hym,  with  your  goode  avice 
1  wold  ;  for  what  lyme  as  1  had  lakt;n  asUte  he 
lalwa^d  to  mtn  of  the  toun  to  have  putle  il  in  a  wafd, 
but  I  wnld  not  tyll  I  had  sjKtken  with  your  luabler- 
Rchi[),  Ac.  Also  John  Warlt^s  schal  [5a.thet  the  renti! 
and  fi-frni--  of  Dasyn)i;ham  this  yere.  Item,  ^VjUiam 
Smythe  schal  nctii[iitr  hcs  fermi.'  ihis  yere,  and 
CruuniLT.  And  its  for  tin.-  yi'iis  afire  I  liavL'  foundt; 
a  tiieanc  thtil  all  yolir  landis  s^liall  bu  Icttcii  u:j  wcde 
a^  evtT  ihcy  wc-erc  in  llial  innner,  with  hel[>t  of  om- 
Roht'it  Coolu,  ivechc  Rnborl  fert^th  Iiyrii  sorf  of  the 
affenCewcchehtdiid  a  yenst  John  Hcrbynf;eT  ;  for  hg 
is  informed  that  your  maisttrschip  hath  taken  aaxion 
a  yenst  hym,  and  John  Herbyngc-r  hath  du  liym  lost 
in  the  hxindrcd  xli/..  and  he  hath  byni  iti  the  ^iChCrylli^ 
lutnc,  Wherfore  ihai  it  like  you  to  wilhdrawe  If  any 
axion  ye  have  a  yenst  hym  for  he  will  a  bide  any 
ij.  men  awaid  ther  aboutc  ;  and  more  over  he  is  the 
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most  able  man  to  take  a  fermc  of  load  thai.  I  knove 
in  your  lordeship,  and  he  schsl  be  a  gret  fenuottr  of 
your  the  next  yere.     Ferthennore,  ther  is  on  Roben 
Wyghte,   otherwise    Farbusschour,    a.rtre    that   your 
officer  of  Matclask  had  seased  a)  Lyghtfot  catcl!  for 
suche    dwtees    as    whas   owj'nge    the    seid    Robert 
Wyfihl,  come  upon  your  bonde  grounde,  and  bial 
doun  the  gardeyn  dike  of  the  seid  Lyght/otes  and 
toke  a  wey  a  bullok  of  ij .  yere  age  and  hath  caryed  ii 
a  wey  out  of  your  lordschip ;  wherfore  the  tenauntes 
desireth  your  maisterschip  that  ye  well  lake  an  axion 
a  yenst  hym  that  he  may  be  punyssched.    Item,  as  for 
a  dey  at  Mauttby  we  can  non  geele,  for  Wynston  woli 
not  of  it  in  no  wire.     And  as  for  tJdinges  here  wt, 
here  non  but  my  lord  o(  Wurcestre  lithe  at  Bliknef  j 
and  liepith  housold  there  in  the  Frieri.     Item,  Wy-I 
mondham  had  entred  in  to  Felbryge  and  he  wha^ 
put  out  be  the  comens  and  hke  if  had  beden  to  have 
lost  hes  heed.     My  ryght  wurschipful    mastre,  AJl 
myghly  Jhesu   presen'e  and   kepe   you,     Wretcn  at . 
Heyneford  on  Sein  Marteyn  Day.      Be  your  pore' 
servaunt  and  bedman,  Ric.  CalIX 

XX 

A-P.  1450.  13  Dec. 

The  Earl  ok  Oxford  to  Johm  Pastom 

[Add,  MS.  34,S88,  f.  I58] 

Thin  lelleili  tin.  loji  inll»  Invcnlory  illhe  crtl  o^Vot  til.  nt  ailjm 
tc  vhich  It  relniu  ^H1n(  to  be  reFcrreil  to  in  Ihe  p«L-cniU  Af  a  iMia  t' 
Sir  Juhn  Faslolf,  Jsted  ioih  PcdmUrr  MJo-     S«  V»l,  i.  p,  i;<. 

7p  our  wtlbthved John  PaStetf. 

Th'erl  of  Oxenford. 

JIGHT  trusty  and  welbiiloved,  wc  grcle  you 
welt.  And  for  as  moche  as  the  qwervc 
and  my  lord  of  York  have  writyo  to  iK 
for  a  niatier  that  is  dtpending  betw 
(he  loun  of  Salle  and  on  \one\  Scchforlh  of  the  same 
toune,  we  pray  yow  that  at  such  tyme  as  we  pui- 
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pose  yow  lo  be  with  us  now  this  CristeTnesse  at 
Wyache  that  y«  lele  the  sayd  S^chforth  have  wetyng 
ther  of,  and  that  he  may  be  wiih  us  that  same 
tyme,  for  diverse  matiers  wich  that  we  have  to  spekc 
ffitb  hym  :  and  that  ye  fayk-  not,  as  wc  trust  yow, 
Wretyn  in  owr  manor  of  Wynchc,  the  wtiij"  day  of 
Decern  bre. 

XXI 

A.D.    1450 

Anonymous  to 

[Add.  HS.  34,889. 1.  1^0] 

Thbi  Irtlciii  No.  1014  in  the  iDvcniiDry  at  ihc  coil  or  Vol,  ni.  Ill  date 
UsBii  10  ht  taivii.Hli  thr  f  Idu  of  (he  y«M  u^  ;  r>w  >hauj>b  I  hxvc  not  toat 
with  ibc  d4fr  of  DjinirlS  appolDUncDt  ha  Aamin],  wtuch  would  iHuvt  llic 
«u.  it  will  be  wen  by  ih(  l>si  airaernpli  oF  No,  tij  (hnl  Wyndhain  wu 
ilKtietedsl  thai  linic  alung  •ntb  ToddGniban;  and  HsyJ-UD,  u  one  oT  ibB 
lof  dUonlcr  in.  Ncriuk, 


PREY  zu  if  ze  have  any  old  gownys  for 
lynynges  and  old  schetys  and  old  schertys 
that  may  non  lenger  seven  zu,  I  prey  m 
send  hem  hom  in  hast,  for  I  must  okupye 
seche  thyngis  in  hasi.  Wyndham  hath  medyd  the 
juryorys  and  yaf  hem  mony  that  Jiuld  passe  on  the 
qwhest  be  twyn  zour  modyr  and  hym  ;  if  ther  myt  ben 
purveyd  any  mene  that  it  myt  ben  dasched  in  cas  wer 
that  it  xuld  passe  azens  zour  modyr,  it  wer  a  good 
sport ;  for  than  he  wold  ben  wode.  He  sent  with  his 
men  to  ihe  afray  iij.  gunnys  in  very  trowlh.  I  have 
inquiryd  vcryly  ther  after.  He  is  wodc  wroth  that 
Daniel  is  amrel,  for  it  is  told  me  that  on  of  his  men  is 
indytyd  in  the  amrellys  cort  sythyn  that  Danyel  was 
made  amerel.  I  pray  iu  bewar  in  qhat  felaschep  ze 
ryd  qhan  2e  com  homward,  for  ther  gon  many  fals 
shrewys  and  thcvys  in  this  contre. 

Thomas  Skipping  rod  to  Londonward  on  Friday 
last  past  in  gret  hast  and  purposyd  hym  for  to  ben 
at  Lond<>ii  on  Sonday  be  none  on  erandys  of  his 
maysterrys  ;  qhat  the  cawse  is  1  wote  rott.  On  sent 
me  word  her  of  that  knowlh  it  for  trowth. 
2  D 
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XXII 

Year  uncertain 

Lord  Scales  to  Johm  Paston 

[MS.  in  Peirbroke  College,  Caaibridge] 

T\tU-  IdEeT  cvideDllywas  vrLtten  in  iht  ^rar  ytAi  14  Xok.  tAkI 
i^  Dci  i?vidci-cv   whai    lijxit   y^iar  wa.v      Br-lonv    the    Lij^Tblutc  lb  X  I 
modtrn  hnnd  tiroiKOiiMy  idrniifying  ihc  wilier  wiih  AQitirtly  ll„ 
Lotd  Sl^Icv      He  «ra&  certQ.in1^  ThobUA.  Ixjrii  Scaler,  of  l-f  cory  Vt? 

T»  my  ryght  fruiti  and  wel  dcloved /rend,  Jahaa 
Fasten,  S^yer. 

[IGHT  Crusty  and  wel  Moved  frend,  I  ■ 
ande  me  to  you,  and  for  cenain 
ihat  I  have  for  to  do,  for  the  whitJi 
ina['crs  I]  sonde  unto  you  a  squier  of 
myae  called  Elynghani  \  praying  you  to  gcfc  hyn 
faythful  credence  of  that  he  shall  decljire  you  on 
myne  behslfe  as  for  this  tyme.  God  have  yoti  inl 
Hise  keping.  Wiitene  at  Midleion,  the  xviij.  dayofj 
Julie.— Yowre  frend,  Scales. 


XXIII 

A.a  1451,  5  Jan. 

William  Wavte  to  John  Paston 

[Adf).  MS.  34hS8«,  f.  63] 

Ad  abitnu  et  ihj*  Lctlct  lia±  bceu  tivsii  in  VoL  11 1.,  tfa.  994.    n>4i*| 
ii  sufBci^nlly  cvitlenu 

To  my  Ryght  setiere  and  ryght  worchef/ufi  mayiltf, 
nty  maysfer  Pastpn,  in  hest. 


YGHT  Reverent  and  ryght  wurchepfuU  sir,  I 

I  recomaunde  me  \i\\  lo  youre  gotxl  mij-' 

stercliep.     Late  yow  weie  thai  Blake  "^ 

baly  of  Swafham  cam  hom  from  Lendoti     i 

on   the  Saterday  after   that  my   mayster  depanaJ™ 

from  yow  atte  myn   lord  of  Oxenfordu.     And  '*^ 

lold  my  mayster  that  he  cam  to  London  on  Seint 
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John  day  atte  nyte.  And  he  ycde  streyl  to  my 
lord  Chaunceler  and  told  my  seyd  lord  t!iac  yf 
the  Kyng  pardoned  sir  Thomas  Tudenhacn  and 
Heydon  her  isaewes  that  the  shire  of  SufTolk  wold 
paye  no  taxe  ;  for  what  nedytli  the  kynge  for  to 
have  the  taxe  of  hese  pore  puple  whanne  he  wyll 
not  take  hese  issues  of  thos  rych  extorss loners  and 
oppressouTs  of  liesu  puplc.  And  also  he  told  my 
seyd  lord  Chauncelor  and  many  more  lordcs  that  yf 
the  kynge  pardon  liym  or  graunted  any  supersedeas, 
ijDndon  shuld  with  inne  short  t)ine  have  as  moche 
fOf  to  do  as  they  hadde  for  to  kepc  London  lirygge 
whanne  the  Capteyn  ^  cam  thedir;  for  he  told  hym 
that  ther  was  up  in  NorJTolk  redy  to  ryse  V  M'- 
comons  yf  they  have  not  execution  of  the  Qyre  and 
terminer.  And  whanne  my  lord  Chaunceler  herd  this 
he  was  ryte  glade  therof,  and  Jede  Blake  telle  all 
this  and  moche  more  a  forn  the  kyngc  and  all  hese 
lordes,  that  they  blyssL'd  him  whanne  they  herden  yt. 
And  yf  he  hadde  not  a  seyd  this  they  shuld  an  hadd 
and  iuperse4'-''f  and  pardon  also,  fc-r  ther  was  made  a 
^et  suggestion  that  it  hadde  be  don  of  grette  malycc. 
And  so  the  lord  Scales  meyntenyth  Sir  Thomas 
Tudenham  in  all  that  he  may  goodly,  but  he  wyll 
not  awow  yt ;  but  he  shall  come  don  to  the  oyrc 
ifeierminer  sekerly,  and  for  to  make  anende  alwex 
sir  T.  Tudenham  and  Swafham  ;  for  [he]  hayth  made 
and  gemtyl  letter  un  lo  the  parson,  the  bayly  and  the 
inhabilaunce  of  Swafham,  and  selh  that  he  wyll  do 
hese  parte  to  setle  Iheni  in  reste  and  peas.  And  sq 
my  maysler  understande  that  yf  Swafliam  and  he 
weme  accorded  that  thei  shuld  sette  lytyll  be 
Norwych.  And  thcrfore  my  mayster  prayeth  yow 
that  ye  wyll  speke  with  the  Mayer  and  hese  brethern 
that  they  purvey  that  ther  bt;  atte  Lenn  a  sufficiaunl 
fellawshep  to  gedyr,  and  that  ther  be  maddc  a  yrettc 
noyse  up  on  the  lord  Scales,  bothe  of  Tudenham 
\     vid  Heydon,  and  for  all  thos  that  arne  of  that  sckt, 

I  >  JacbCiulc. 
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and  thai  wyse  purvyauitce  ordenance  he  hsddc  hot 
they  shuU  be  demt^ned :  for  this  same  day  his  tlw 
parson  of  Swafhani  with  my  maysier,  and  theyame 
accard<:;d  that  ther  shall   be  at  here  lordsliep  ami 
sufliaaunt  fella wshep  iind  they  shall  have  here  loggpg 
3tte  the  Frere  Mciiours  alte  Lfnn.     And  they  wjU 
not  assentle  lo  noone  cnde  bin  as  the  Ceiydoyih 
And  it  is  here  avyse  that  tlie  ineyre  shuld  purvey 
Tor  hem  iii  sum  other  Fwres.     For  Tiidenham  ariil 
H[eytioii]  wyll  brynge  with  hem  suffickunl  counceyJ 
as  any  kun  they  gete  in  London :  And  also  tbe 
Celye  must  purvey  that  as  many  sufficiaufil  tutne  a 
can  be  gette  or  spoke  to,  that  they  be  redy  y(  i 
happe  of  any  tryall.     Also  the  Cetye  hadde  iiedt  to 
have  Sit  Miles  Stapulton  ther  show  ihey  sh«!d  help* 
to  hesc  cQsiys.     Ware,  Sir,  atle  the  reverens  of  God 
be  thcnke  yow  wull  of  ill  these  maters.     Biake  wai 
alte  London  on  Thursday  and  herd  tlO  word  oJ  tut 
stretes,'  ne  of  Robson  my  lord  of  Oxflbrdis  man.  and 
or  Blake  cam  to  London  Sir  T.  Terell  hadde  labored 
to  Siir  John  Fastolf  that  Sir  T,  Todenham  shuld  a« 
[been-]  bownde  to  Sir  John  FastoJf  in  foure  lho»l 
sand  pounde  to  stande  to  hese  rule  and  ordeo3nce,'^| 
and  so  whanne  Blake  cam  and  deysshsed  all  to  gedynj 
and  so  he  dede  Sir  John  Fastolf  labor  lo  the  kyng 
and  to  the  Chaunceler   for  to   lelle  the  iuptrttiti 
and  the  pardon;  and  ther  was  grelte  langdgu  at*cil 
Blake  and  Tudenham;  it  wot  to  moche  to  wryie  yl 
un  10  yow,  but  he  hayth  sore  noyssed  my  maysiwlttj 
the  Kynge  and  10  the  lordes.     Also  Tudeiiham  ill 
owte  of  the  kynges  hows,  and  Cotton  is  VVarderoppeii] 
my  mayster  shall  on  Monday  dyne  with.     Also,  iiii' 
it   wore    grelte   wysdam    Ihat    my    mayster    HAit 
k  now  lech  e  atte  VValsyngham  on  Fryday  nest  comyng 
how  the  Maire  and  ;te  be  accorded,  for  my  maystc 
wyle  be  recalcd  Iherafler.     WjHiam  Cen<:y  sent  un  10 , 
my  mayster  for  to  ascuse  hym  that  he  shuld  not  conw  j 
to  Lenn  un  to  the  Wedenesday.    And,  Sir,  that  wc 
*  /,(.  tbc  ulrtau.  «  OmUleJ  in  M.v 
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agretle  hune  bothe  to  the  Cyte  of  Norwych  and  for 
SwafTiam  :  and  iherfor  my  mayster  wold  that  the 
Mayer  shuld  send  for  hym,  thai  he  be  ther  bc  tyme 
on  the  Tuesday,  and  thai  moo  bille  be  made  ayens 
Tudenhann  und  Heydon,  what  so  ever  faJle.  The 
Holy  Gost  have  you  and  vouts  in  hesc  kepyog, 
Wretyn  alte  Rougham,  the  Sonday  nyte  nest  after 
newe  zers  day  in  hest  as  it  semyth. — Be  your 
servauntc,  W.  Wavte. 

XXIV 

A.D.  1451,  9  Jan, 
William  Wavte  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  MS.  34,889,  f.  jjol 

lelltr,  No,    loSs  in  (hf  Inventory,  wsi  pvii]rnl!y  wtillen  on  the 
ly  After  tbe  !»alne   HmtEr't   Idler  of   ihe  314!   Janiiuy   iDifimtlM^K' 

To  my  ryghi  rnferettt  and  ryghl  worcheJi/uU  mayiier, 
my  mayster  Fasten  i»  htst  posybyil. 

?j'VR,  lyke  yt  yow  to  know  that  my  lord  Scalys 
.•■■I  .^ent  hese  pursevatint  unto  my  mayster^ 
nil  the  Twelthc  day,  that  my  mayster  shuld 
mete  wyth  hym  attt  Wynche  aforn  my 
Lord  of  Oxenford  on  the  Thursday  nest  folwyng. 
And  whanne  my  mayster  cam  thedyr,  he  dclyvercd 
my  mayster  a  letter  from  my  Lord  Chauncheler, 
qiiych  my  mayster  wyll  shew  yow  atte  Lenn.  I 
shuld  send  yow  a  copy  therof,  but  it  is  so  longe 
that  I  had  no  leyser  to  wryte  it.  My  mayster 
rode  to  AValsyngham  on  the  fryday  folwyng,  and 
ther  he  mette  with  the  sh^ereve,  and  the  shcreve 
lyvcrydmy  mayster  a  letter  from  my  Lord  of  NorfTolli, 
qwych  I  send  yow  a  copy  of,  And  alte  Walsyngham 
my  mayster  resceyvyd  a  letter  from  Osbcme  youre 
man.  And  Iher  Heydonis  man  made  hese  avaunte 
that   he  was  the  Justice  of  the  Pease  on  Causton- 

'  Judgs  Vclvcrign.    Ho  vas  leird  irf  iht  BWDOt  cpT  Rouglun) ,  front  which 

ttiia  lellei  ii  ditrd. 
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heythe ;  and  so  it  semyth  be  here  cantena.unce  ibal 
tliey  trosi  of  a  good  zere.  And,  Syr,  whanne  my 
m&yster  cam  hom  on  Saterday  ther  was  lyv^redmy 
mayster  a  letter  rroni  :3ir  John  Fastolf,  and  a  ncy^a 
letter  cam  tome  from  John  Bokkynge,^  qwych  Isenri 
you  a  copy  of.  Sir,  God  stnd  us  a  fayre  day  atte- 
Lenn.  And  thai  ther  may  be  pople  jnow  to  crye  up 
on  ihe  Lord  Scales  that  he  maynlenenot  Sir  T.  T. 
and  H,  in  here  wronges,  as  the  copy  of  It  letter 
makyth  mencion.  And,  Sir,  atte  the  reTerens  of  God, 
laborth  youre  inateris  wysely  and  seeretely,  for 
Wyndam  noysed  yow  sore  afom  ony  Lord  of  Oxen- 
ford  and  my  Lorde  Scales  that  ze  shuld  reyse  mechc 
puple  with  grette  arey  owle  of  Norwyche.  And 
therfor,  Sir,  late  the  puplc  be  W7sely  and  (panlj 
gydyd  in  here  frekynge  and  demenynge.  Alao  Bij' 
Lord  Scales  sent  for  the  parson  of  Sw[a]fliam  and 
divers  men  of  the  same  town  lu  mete  with  hjin  afon* 
my  Lord  of  Oxenford  the  seyd  Thursday,  for  to  uetc 
with  hem  for  Sir  Thomas  Tudenham  ;  and  lh«  w-is 
the  b;ily  of  Swafhitm  and  Sir  Thomas  Tudenhaoi 
prest.  And  so  my  Lord  Scales  yave  tlie  parson  of  S, 
grette  langage  and  to  men  of  same  towne.  Y.  and 
the  parson  answherd  tny  Lord  Scales  minly  in  iht' 
best  wyse.  And  ther  was  grette  langage  iwcxrn 
BUke  the  baly  and  Tudonham  prest  that  niy  lordji 
^nd  my  niayster  wornC  acornberd  therof.  And  «> 
it  is  lyke  thai  my  Lord  Scales  shall  make  ther  an 
lovcday;  and  so  Swafham  wylbc  ther  in  here  besl 
array.  Also,  Sir,  Brygge  was  attt;  Walsynjiham  ;  and 
ther  he  crakcd  grette  wotdes.  and  seyd  to  roany 
divers  men  ibat  it  shuld  be  thanked  allc  iho  (hat 
labored  a  yens  henu  And  he  seyd  Chat  it  worne  l>ut 
viij.  personys,  and  yf  men  be  men  now  it  shuld  1* 
thanked  hym  and  told  hym  atte  Lenn,  In  the  lest 
*ysse  he  is  now  with  the  Lord  Scales;  the  l*td 
Scales  wyte  Thomas  Denycs,  John  Lyster  and  me  nil 
those  indytemeniis.     And  the  Lord  Sea 


I  No.  141). 
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I  made  all  the  bylles  and  the  pant^ll  ;  and  so  he  is 
heyy  lord  to  mc  and  to  Thomas  Uenyes.  P«ntys 
is  atte  liom  with  the  Lord  Scales ;  the  shereve  told 
me  that  he  wyll  do  for  the  Cyte  of  Norwych  as 
mech£  as  he  tnay.  Sir.  I  wold  ther  wome  1  thowsand 
of  good  Maudby  men  to  crye  owtt  on  Tudicnham, 
Heydon,  Prentys  and  Brygge  for  here  falsse  exslor- 
ciOhCs.  Also,  Sir,  attc  the  reverens  of  God,  malce 
an  ende  atwexen  Sexeford  and  men  of  Salle  ;  it  lyeth 
in  your  power.  I  shall  make  redy  youre  forsebyll 
enlres  ayetls  Lenn,  with  the  grace  of  God,  Qwych 
have  yow  in  Hese  kepynge,  Wretyn  atte  Eoughara 
on  SaCerday  nyte  in  hest. 

Sir,  I  send  yow  and  lewde  letter  be  Richerd 
Yenneys.  I  beseche  yow  be  ware  to  whom  ze  shew 
your  letters ;  iele  them  be  brenie.— Beyour  servaunt, 

W.  Waytes. 


XXV 

A.n.  145 1? 

Friar  Bbacklev  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  ws.  34.8S9,  f.  is8] 

Tku  unJilect  lcbl(t(No.  rsiB  !n  ihf  Ifliwolori")  may  have  hreii  writt»ii 
in  f'cbruajy  i3TMuc:ii  '4514  #he^  Tuddpcnhiun  Whl  Heydon  tiopv^  tpre^Lira 
Ib^iT  .-ucenpdtncy,  'rh:iii;:h  nai  addrE^e^i^d.  we  m*y  presume  that  iL  wa.>^ 
written  to  Jwhn  Pusion. 

Ti T MO,     Sriat    vestra    venetanda     discretio 
']uod  Episcopus  hujuFi  diocecis  est  Thom.'e 
iJanycIl  et  suis  t'autoribus  maxinie  benc- 
volus  et  in  ipso  episcopc  T.  7'.,  J.  H..^  et 
suis  complicibus  est  ipsius  confidentia  maxima,  &ic. 

2"  Si  justiciarii  pads  hujus  comitatus  omncs  et 
singuli  debeajitsua  autoritate  pacis  media  proeorum 
posse  per  totum  Norfolch.  comitaium  diligenter  con- 
servare  et  pacis  ejusdera  perturbatorcs  carceri  v-el 
castro    proprio    mancipari    facere,    quseritur    quare 

1  Sii  Tbmnu  ToddcnluHD  and  John  HefdOii. 
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dictus  episcopus,  pads,  ut  creditiu;  justiciaiius,  oon 
vult  in  hac  parte  hujusmodi  pads  perturbatonbus 
re&istere;  scd  m^s  eisdem  in  talibus  insolencus 
favorem  et  auwlium  in  omnibus  pnebere, 

3"  Si  quierantur  consiliarii  dicti  Episcopi,  certBm 
est  quod  Frior  monachorumt  M.  }.  Celot,  J.  Bulman, 
T,  T.,'  J,  H.,'  J.  W,,^  Johannes  Vates  cum  con- 
similibus  ceteris  sunt  etiam  consiliarii  dicti  Danielis. 

4°  Cum,  secundum  Apostolum,'  furta,  homiddit 
et  talfa  vicia  eis  similia  sunt  abhominabilia  Deo* 
hominibus,  siC  utriusque  l^gis  divinne  et  humane 
contraria  sacratis  sanccjonibus,  in  tantum  quod  non 
solum  qui  taJia  agunt  digni  sunt  morte,  sed  etiaa 
qui  conscenciunt  agentibus  :  ex  quibus  certe  vea- 
similiLer  concluditur  quod  non  solum  K.erv*ere,  latro, 
ct  Daniel  Famulus,  fuiatorequiac  murre  satis  notoriiu, 
jjuniretur  una  cum  fautoribus  ejus. 

5"  Veslra  discretio  dicta  Christi  in  Ewangdio 
diligenter  consideret,  'Si  in  ^-iridi  ligno  h»c  fadant. 
in  arido  quid  fiet  ? '  ^ 

6"  Non  solum  hiec  pensare  debetJs  pro  vestne 
person;e  defensione  seu  vestrae  famili^  sed  magis 
movere  vos  debet  xelus  el  amor  rei  pubtice  totius 
vestrae  patriae 

7"  Si  ista  indilale  et  cura  omni  possibili  celeritate 
cilius  nan  reformaveritis,  timendum  valde  supponiUir  j 
de  insurreccione  plebis,  quod  absit  omnino. 

&"  Novitque  discretio  vestra  ex  paucis  indigcslia 
plura  politice  pcrdpere.  Statui  pro  prjcsenti  lem- 
pore  (inera  scribendi  imponere. 

■  sir  TbiHnos  Tud  cltnhiun.        ^  John  Hej'dqci.        '  fehn  WynJiiW- 
*  Tha  reference  appean  LO  b«  lo  RaDuns  u  a^'ji. 
^  Lnkc  xxiil.  31. 
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A.D.  1451.  4  March 

DzNY£S  TO  John  Pastcn 

[Add.  us.  34,S&9.  f-  169] 

Tkk»  JtLLcjr.p  PaO-  10J9  dT  tile  rni'^fnt^rry  M  t.bc  ttiij  uf  V0I.  lEL,  miiikl  h^vc 
been  v^lEtn  iti  q  y-r:ir  when  Easier  fell  aitci  Lbt  ;oih  April,  as  Lcrai  dr>ci 
DAt  apiwir  10  liave  begun  on  ttie  4th  Maieh  :  mil  31  il  <nii  liorlnt-  ihe  life 
of  Cudina}  Krinpe^  we  cnoy  urctEy-  uTeJv  fLBi  It  Lo  thr  year  14SB-  ''^e  year 
US*,  indec'l,  rnxslit  U'  posnbTe  ai  reeard'  K:uitcr.  hut  there  u.  no  rn<<ki!ion 
facre  ^  ibo»  tmublei  of  which  ifac  >mtu  compluDi  iv  bilKjJy  ia  tb*! 
year  on  Ihe  loili  March.     Sm  No.  igg. 

7ff  ff(T  maisler  Paslon^ 

IGHT  wurshipfull  sir,  and  my  right  good 
maisler,  I  lecoiraiinde  me  to  yow.  It 
15  SO  that  up  on  an  hasty  sodeyn  warnyng  I 
departid  from  London  and  spake  not  with 
yow  at  my  deparlyng.  Wherof  1  was  ful  1  sory.  I  pray 
yow,  neverthelesse,  Ihat  ye  weile  eftsones  speke  to 
William  White  with  my  Lord  Cardinall,  for  I  desire 
his  maistership  and  good  will  and  wole  do  to  my 
power.  And  as  louchyng  to  that  thai  he  seraith  I  haf 
don  agajn  hym,  in  g:ood  feilh  I  wole  abide  your  rule 
or,  by  Seynt  Kateryne,  his  owen  rule.  He  is  a  gentil- 
man  and  I  wole  don  il  with  good  wilt.  1  am  right sory 
ye  had  not  set  me  Lhorgb  with  hym  erst  I  went,  for  I 
haf  prayed  yow  iher  of,  as  je  know  your  self  dyvers 
^lynnes.  The  Holy  Tryiiite  preserve  yow.  Wretyn  at 
^■frevenho  the  iiii.  day  of  Merche. — Your  servaunt, 
^^k  Dknves. 

^^r^ii'i  my  Lord'  hath  kept  sessions  at  Colchestre, 
^  and  my  maistcr  Velverton  with  hym,  and  he  desired 
me  10  write  to  yow  to  be  wel  ware  if  ony  fals  sug- 
gestion or  tesynges  wet  made  by  Tuddenham  and 
Heydon  and  that  to  your  power  thci  be  answerd  in 
his  absence.  As  for  my  Lord  Scales,  her  be  seven  of 
housold  meny  indited  of  felony,  which  are  strong 
ihefcs,  l!cm,  I  pray  yow,  write  in  hast  to  the  Meir 
of  Norwich  to  gif  credens  to  me  whan  T  come  to  hym, 

1  TbeUiilpCOiroi.!. 
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3.nd  if  ye  so  do  I  sfaal  shape  their  articles  in  billes  in 
lo  a  nolhcT  Tacion  I  trust,  and  make  thaym  icdjxai 
delyver  ihaym  resonably  wcle.  My  Lord  purposetlij 
(o  be  at  London  the  ende  of  the  first  weke  of  LeiH 
and  not  erst  I  pray  your  maistership,  se  sum  mc 
itiat  White  do  mc  not  that  harme  in  ihe  Chaiinc 
wherof  ye  sent  me  word  by  Brayn,  for,  as  God  fflu 
my  soule  at  the  day  of  Jugcmcnl,  I  fonde  NUretc  fof 
the  pees,  but  the  Maisler  of  the  Roltes  '  ful  untnilj 
recordeth  that  surete  takyn  a?  a  bail*',  wher  of  lienli 
it  was  othenk'ise,  and  ful  synnefulJy  rulcth  that  miitw, 
and  never  wold  sudfir  mc  to  execute  the  actc  bin 
lettid  me,  notwithstandyng  it  is  a  law  prime  in  the 
self  as  I  shal  clerly  declare  whart  1  come.  The 
Holy  Trinito  preserve  yow.  I  write  to  yow  thiu 
(hat  ye  may  Ityt  awey  this  lower  pan  of  this  letne. 


xxvri 

A.D.  14.51,  15  March 

Maroaret  Pastos  to  Johm  Paston 
[Add.  MS.  ]4,sss.  r.  $$} 

This  JMttT  woold  app«it  tolw  of  Ihe  wmp  yeat  m  No.  ijnof  iIwi. 
-vricM  wruicn  jaekrly  a  fDrinierht  I>1ft.     Itoih  IciLcrs.  «peak  o/l  rwo^aitt 
Tuddcnhani  amt  Hcydon  wiW  ci-a.-iin  iJieir  a^coiidency. 

To  my  Ryih  ivoishipJuU  koihand,  John  Pastini. 

jlTH  wurchipfull  hosbond,  I  recommawn 
Ei^  nie  to  yow,  desiring  liertily  lo  her  ofyo' 
welfar ;  preying  yovr  to  wete  that  He 
Halmaiinys  wif  sent  to  nie  word  on  SateP 
day  last  [>asL  that  Piciitys  (hretyth  her  hosbond  sotij 
and  John  Robyns,  for  suchc  thyngcs  .15  PrenEys  sey 
that  they  hauc  donn  ayens  hym  ;  he  seyth  he  sh 
make  hem  so  besy  or  he  levc  hem  that  he  shall  nijle 
hem  rot  wurth  apeny;  and  they  ben  aferd  thai  hi:  "d" 
hold  hem  conuawnt  if  he  have  powj-r  ther  to.  I' '' 
seyd  her  that  the  kyng  ahuld  com  in  to  this  contrt. 
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and  sir  Thomas  lodeuhain  &nd  Heydon  am  well 
chcT^eshid  wiih  hym.  And  also  it  is  seyd  they  shall 
have  as  grett  renill  in  this  cotitre  as  evyr  ttiey  hadde, 
and  many  moro  Polkes  arn  sory  therfore  than  mery. 
Sir  Thomas  Todenhamys  man  and  Heydonys  sowyn 
this  scddc  alJ  abowte  the  contre,  that  here  maysteria 
shull  cum  horn  in  hasl  irn  here  prospcrite  and  be  als 
well  att  esse  as  ever  they  wer.  As  for  that  ye  des- 
syr>'d  thai  I  shuid  enquyr  wher  any  stuff  is  of  yoivris, 
1  wot  not  how  to  don  ther  with,  for  if  ever  wer 
aspyid  that  hath  of  yowr  stuff,  and  we  had  it  from 
hym,  other  that  have  more  ther  of  wold  ben  ware  be 
hym,  and  avoyd  seche  stuff  as  they  have  of  yowris. 
I  suppose  John  Osbern  shall  tell  yow  whan  ye  com 
hom  agodc  meen  to  wete  whur  meche  ther  of  is 
becom.  Jamys  Gloys  is  ayen  to  Gressam  and  I 
suppose  John  Damme  shall  tell  yow  what  he  hath 
donn  iber.  Vovn:  tenawntis  wold  fayn  that  summe 
mene  of  yowris  shuld  abyde  amongis  hem,  for  they 
ben  in  gred  diswyr  what  they  may  da  ;  the  langage 
is  so  grett  on  ihe  lothei  party  that  it  makelh  the 
tenawntis  sor  alTerd  that  ye  shuld  not  regoyse  itt. 
I  send  to  yow  a  leiicr  be  Colynys  of  Frawnceys 
Costard  what  dedis  he  woll  don.  It  was  told  me 
also  ihat  the  Lord  Molyns  was  lyke  to  have  aday 
ayens  yow  att  Thetford  at  the  next  assys«.  On 
[ffne]  that  loueth  yow  rythwell  told  me  how  it  was 
told  hym  so,  and  warnyd  me  iherof  in  secrete  wyse, 
lit  is  gode  to  ben  war  of  lhi;r  falsed.  I  pray  yow 
tliat  ye  woll  send  me  word  in  hast*  if  ye  woll  have 
red  to  your  levcry  as  ye  wer  avysid,  and  if  ye  woll 
not,  &.*c.  And  also  1  [jray  yow  that  ye  woll  do  bey  ij, 
gode  lialli^  for  your  sonys  for  ]  can  none  getyn  in 
this  town,  Mor  tydynges  can  I  not  send  yow  yett- 
The  Holy  THnyle  have  yow  in  his  kepyng.  Wretyn 
att  NoTwicKe  on  the  fyrst  Monday  of  Lent.     Yowris, 

M.  P. 
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A,D.  1451  or  later,  Nov. 

Acres  Pastom  to  John  Pastor 

[Add.  MS.  34,«S8,  f.  76] 

Thit  leitei  ii  iiidmltyof  <he  uun?  fCBi  at  No*.  iteKid  lOsBVotl 

whkb  iiiu:il  U  i<^'  »'  lI'C  ciirlial. 

To  John  Fasion  dwyllyng  in  th€  Temfyll  at  Lotion 
iif  this  letter  delyverid  in  haste. 

GRET  zou  well,  and  lete  zou  wete 
Warne  Harman  on  the  Sonday  afti 
Hallumesday  after  ensong  seyd  oponlj  is 
the  cheich  zerde  that  he  »"ysl  "jll  thil 
and  the  Wall  were  puddoun,  thou  he  were  m 
hundiyd  myle  fro  Pastoti  iie  wyste  well  that  I 
wolde  sey  he  ded  yt  and  he  xuld  bere  the  blame 
seying  Telle  yie  her*  ho  so  wyll,  thou  it  xuld  coai! 
me  xs,  nobyllys  it  xall  be  puddoun  ascn.  And  the 
seyd  Warnys  wyfe  with  a  lowd  vosse  seyd  All  the 
dcuyllys  of  hell  drawe  her  sowie  to  hell  for  the  wcy 
thai  she  hat  mad.  And  at  euyn  a  sertyn  man  suppj'^ 
nith  me  and  tolde  me  that  the  patent '  grantyi  to 
tloBse  but  a  ptrch  on  bred,  and  that  I  had  dossyd 
more  than  the  grant  of  the  patent  is  as  men  seyi 
And  John  Marchali  tolde  me  thai  there  was  a  ihryft; 
woman  come  forby  the  wattCTyng  and  fond  the  weji 
stoppyde  and  askyd  hym  ho  had  stoppyd  lhe>rey 
and  he  seyd,  they  that  had  pore  to  zcue  ii,  and  xst 
here  Wat  was  freer  than  7.)*fie,  and  he  seyd  she  sey' 
the  day  that  Paston  men  wold  not  asoffetyd  that' 
And  God  be  with  zou.  Wretyn  at  Paston  on  MondiJ 
after  Halltimys  day.^Ee  zour  modyr, 

Ansks  Paston. 

I  The  patrn<_ giantid  In  hii  hiuliBud  in  14*3  (i>  Hoi.  VI.).    S«c  IMIV 
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A.D.  1451,  9  Feb. 

OSEERT  MUNDFOKD  TO  JOHN  PASTON 

[Add.  34.888.  r.  79J 

I1  appeMn  1i]f  No.  qa  ■□  VoL  r.  ihsL  CaDJcl  enicrtd  ibe  nuniv  at  drayclci- 
ton.  «  ElTa.yston.  lirsl  diirinE  tTi«  lime  of  the  Parliament  nt  LeiinriiTPf,  ?3 
Hub  vt.  li.t.  May  or  June  i4jg),  iinil  a  leoitid.  linw  ilutiiiK  tLn  clilttictli 
yeu  of  ihF  King,  it.  mi-a.  tU  ibu  \tiift  U  doted  February.  14:9  muu 
be  itie  ypiLf- 

Jtf  Hight  Worshipful  sir  and  my  godt  maislerjohan 
Pailon,  esmier,  &•€. 

IIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  and  my  Right  gode 
Maistcr,  I  Recocnmaundc  to  yow  with 
al  mync  hert,  Plcse  yow  that  I  have 
understanden  that  Daiiiel  hath  enired  in 
to  Braystoti,  and  put  owtc  my  servantes  and  dis- 
poiled  my  godes,  notwithstanding!.-  I  am  here  in 
the  Kiiiges  service  and  under  his  pTOteccion, 
which  was  shewed  him  ;  for  the  whiche  owtrage 
I  write  to  the  King  at  this  tyme  and  to  other  my 
gode  lordes,  for  to  be  kepte  in  my  pocession,  and 
to  be  restored  again  lo  my  godes.  And  if  so  be 
that  I  may  not  have  my  pocession  aycnc  and  be 
FiCstored  to  my  godes  as  I  desire,  I  woi  lake  an 
acdon  be  your  avis  of  forsable  entre  in  ray  name 
and  my  wifes  for  owre  title,  &c..  and  an  accion  of 
trespasse  for  dispoiLing  of  my  godes  ayenst  him  and 
al  tho  that  wt-re  helpings  or  consenting  tlierto,  S:i;., 
and  assisse  of  a  novel  Disseson  in  my  sonncs  name, 
Johan  of  Berney,  for  to  (rye  the  title  and  ende  debate 
with  Goddes  help  and  youres,  &c. ;  for  the  whiche 
matere  I  write  unto  my  fadet,  to  myne  Erne  '  Adam, 
10  my  Cosyn  Fyncheham,  to  Edmond  Piers,  and  to 
other  divers  of  ray  frendes  to  be  my  helptrs  in  thes 
mater  tn  mync  absence.  For  1  may  not  come  nor  I 
wol  not  come,  though  I  shulde  !ese  al  Urayston,  and 
it  were  myne,  considering  that  the  eiiemyes  drawen 
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dailly  hedirward,  as  it  is  openly  said,  &c.  Wherfo 
I  praye  yow,  as  my  ful  trust  is  in  yow,  to  tendre  this 
malcre  in  myne  absence.  And  thai  it  shal  plesc 
yow  10  recommaund  me  to  my  woishipful  maistre&se 
and  gossip,  your  wif.  And  my  maistresse  recom- 
maundcs  her  vnto  yow.  and  to  her  worshipful  neo:, 
and  to  111  youres.  Prayinge  Almighty  God  lo  have 
yow  in  his  kepinge  and  sende  yow  right  gode  Iif  and 
longe,  after  your  awne  iiertes  desire.  And.  Sir,  if  it 
plese  yow  to  come  lo  Calais  with  the  king,  yc  shut 
have  a  slope  of  here  to  comforte  yow  afttrr  your 
Iravaillc  of  the  see.  And  if  ther  be  any  sen-ice  tJiai 
ye  wol  commaund  me  to  do  for  you  here,  ye  shu! 
fynde  me  your  owne  man.  Written  at  Colaif,  tluj 
ix"  day  of  Feveree,  &c. — Your  awne  seruant, 

O&berke:  Mundefokc. 


XXX 

A.D.  t4Sr,  I  April 

John  Clopton  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  MS.  34,8S8,  f.6o] 

The  dntf  d(  thk  Ii^iipt  musi  oo  doiVl  be  rvfiirrEc[  ta  Uj«  )«tf  k)i*  ^ 
writer  wu  SheriO'  ot  Norfolk  ukI  Suflol^,  wUch  he  ««i  liaDi  Ht  i  "t" 
H|E>  10  H5B. 

i/n/ff  myn  right  wonkipfull sir^  Jchn  PastOK, 


|IOHT  worshipfull  Sire  and  myn  good  maistet,. 
I  recoTtiaund  ine  unto  you,  tlmnkyng  you  ■ " 
your  genlilness  chewed  unto  me;  piayin|J 
you  of  contenuance  as  myn  full  trust 
Furthermore,  and  it  please  you  lo  be  atte  aleyserun 
Heynt  Markis  day  next  comyng  and  to  be  at  Thet/ori 
myn  brodir  TyreJI  and  I  wole  awayle  uppoa  you  tlicr 
for  the  matere  ye  woet  of.  And  I  praye  you  to  hold 
me  excused  that  I  niyght  not  kepe  myn  day  in  the 
Passion  wike,  for  in  good  feighl  I  was  so  occupied 
I  niyght  Dot.  And.  Sire,  yif  this  day  may  be  hoi .  ■ 
I  praye  you  setidith  me  woord  that  I  niyght  sead 
warnyng  to  the  lodir  patty.     Also,    Sire,  I  h*" 
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warned  your  arteycit  accordyng  to  your  camawnd- 
ment.  Sir,  the  kyng  hath  sent  unto  me  by  Howard 
ta  be  frendly  to  the  lord  Moleyns;  not  wiLti  stond- 
yng  tnyn  service  shall  be  redy  at  your  comawnde- 
ment  in  that  materc  cr  any  othir  by  the  t^race  of 
God,  Who  preserve  you,  body  and  sowle.  Wreten  at 
[elford,  the  furste  day  of  Apritl — Be  youris, 

J.  Clopton, 


XXXI 

A,P.  1452,  14  May 

John  Osberh  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  MS.  34,888,  f.  S3J 

^Thu  lellcT-  ii  noicd  as  No.  1048  In  ihc  Appendix  [o  VaL  ill.  The  n- 
fcrcitce  ta  the  oauAgc^  o[  Cbarlct  Ncswcll.  the  buililT  of  Dmdc^rvn,  binl 
Ihc  Iroubk  abouf  ittat  nmnar,  show  th.-it  iL  mu^i  bt  of  ihe  yor  1453- 

m>  r/gAi  r^nercni  and  worchefjtil  maisier  Juliit 
J'astffii  in  th(  Iner  In  of  tlie  Temple  be  this  dtlyvtrid 
in  hast. 

LEASE  it  your  maisterchep  lo  weete  that 
John  Reyner  and  Nicholas  Strecok  of 
Sparlmm  have  gete  a  respyte  of  Nicholas 
Byschop  for  the  distresse  that  the  seid 
Byschop  had  take,  as  yt;  knowe  wele,  tyl  seche  tyme 
as  yc  may  speke  wyth  Symond  Blake  for  the  trought 
of  ihe  maler;  not  wythslandyng  this  respite  myght 
never  be  gete  tyl!  that  Byschop  had  a  reward  of 
monyi  it  is  told  me  he  toke  \\\id.  for  hese  reward. 
The  dryvers  ought  of  the  catell  fro  Sparhajii  ground 
to  Lyng  grownd  were  Hugo  Sadde  of  Baldeswell, 
Byschoppis.  man,  Nicholas  Gatesend,  Roberd  Joye, 
Jacobis  Baxter  of  Lyng.  James  Gloys  hath  a  bill  of 
the  tyme  and  day.  I  pray  your  maisterchep  to  know 
thai  On  Kryday  in  the  afftyr  none  1  spak  with  my 
lord  of  Norwiche  in  hese  chamber  more  than  the 
space  of  j.  owre  and  ther  I  dede  lo  hym  myn  erard 
ye  commaunded  me  for  to  a  do  to  chalancbes^ 
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and  when  my  lord  woosi  that  ye  woe  lo  London  he 
was  right  sory  that  he  had  not  a  spoke  wyth  yow  fx 
that  ye  reden ;  he  told  me  that  h«  had  iij-  Ictten  fiu 
my  lord  of  Norffoik  the  day  before.     AJIe  I  wei  wd] 
were  they  not  for  yowre  mater  of  Cliaxlys  Nowe 
Aftyer  that  he  had  told  me  of  these  letteris  he  ■ 
me  how  yc  dede.     I  sayde  wel,  for  I  trostid  to 
lord  of  NorlTolkis  lordchep  and  ritewesnesse  that  he 
wold  see  that  Charles  shuld  be  sharply  correctydfo' 
hese  trespasse  and  mysrewle,  or  cllis  the  jentelmen 
of  the  shire  must  to  giddyer  purvey  anodyer  meane, 
and  lie  seid  it  wold  never  odyerwyse  be,  but  if  he 
had  spoke  wyth  yow  or  ye  redyn  to  London  he  hopiil 
be  your  avys  he  shuld  a  perveyd  a  meane  to  a  scl 
that  in  correccion,  and  also  the  trobyl  for  the  inanet 
of  Brayston,  for  that  was  cause  of  all-     For  he  scidur 
he  had   spoke  wyth   my  lord  Skales  and  he  is  wei 
disposid  to  yow  and  vn  the  best  wyse  and  wel  io 
.  .  .   yow   that    he   can,    so   that   he    wold   fiorsake 
Danyell.    This  was  seyde  in  a  diswere,  savyng  he  told 
me  he  must  .  .  .  .  pleayne  he  told  me  many  more 
thyngges  and  tales  I  pray  you  of  yoitr  maistechcp 
{sic)  hold  me  excusid  that  I  wryte  hem  [not],  hot  ihej 
were  not  alle  of  gret  substans,  &c.     I  had  gret  clwf.  | 
he  coraaunded  me  to  be  had  into  the  scler.  and  foij 
to  drynk  wyne  and   ale  bothe ;   and  so  I  had  nnd 
goode  ch^re.     My  mastras  recOmendith  her  to  yo< 
and  pray  yow  that  ye  wo]  do  the  cost  vn  my  maslru 
Margery  for  to  do  make  her  a  new  gyrdyl  a  yen* 
Witsonlyde.  for  she  shal  never  have,   my  mastm' 
seith.  till  she  hath  nede;   and  my  mastras  iirayilb 
yow  to  send  her  tydyngges,  as  hast^y  as  ye  may,  how 
ye  do  in  your  maters.     The  Holy  Trcnyte  havcyo* 
in  hese  kepyng.     Wrete  at  Norwiche  the  xiiij.  da 
Mail. — Be  yoiir  seruaunl,  John  Osfixnr 


A.D.  1452-3.  Oct. 

Edmund  Wvchvnghau  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  IIS.  33,597,  f-  O 

be  jriLT  whrn  ihh  Iclctr  yns  wiiticn  i^  nol  ei^^tly  'Cr^rtajti,  hui  »tniB 
to  haVe  E^ceu  either  J451  ol  1453^  [t  iniRhl  he  E450,  CAcej^t  liul  OEic  would 
have  eipctirtt  jn  Otiobct  of  ihai  ytnrto  hcai  jomcthirtg  abauL  the  [larlii. 
ai«thls^  ^Wlion.  ai  well  Di  th<  et«clion  of  ^hpijfl'^ 

T/>  my  rytk  irusty  Cosj-fi,  John  Pastoti,  esewier, 

|VTH  levereot  and  trusty  Cosyn,  I  recom- 
ande  me  to  zow,  thankyng  zow  of  Eour 
good  wiJ  and  counseill.  Like  zow  to 
wele,  I  Cam  liom  be  myti  Lord  of  Oxeford 
and  told  hym  of  the  greet  labour  of  Sir  Thomas 
Tudenham  and  Heydon  for  schirevez  of  owr  schire, 
and  namyd  the  personcz  quom  thtil  laboryd  fore, 
and  myn  Lord  agreeyth  not  to  iweyne  of  hera;  to 
the  knylh  he  seyd  not  mocli  to,  but  I  felt  my  lord 
he  wold  labote  for  William  Dorward,  myr  nevicw.' 
And  ihantie  I  aoswerd,  Sir.  he  may  not  profile  me  In 
myn  matere  for  he  hath  weddyd  myn  nece.  Also  I 
felt  myn  Lord  that  myn  Lord  Crumwell  laborylh  for 
Stonhatn  of  Huntyngton  schire,  Sir  John  Tiretl  howe 
\urko\  weddyd  hese  modir,  hese  sone  executour  tii 
my  Lady  Clyftoti,  with  Heydon  ind  othir  memento, 
&c.  And  lo  fore  I  cam  to  Framyngham  myn  lord  of 
Norffolk  haddt;  wrytyn  for  Sir  Robert  Cotiyers,  takyng 
promys  of  hym  to  be  rfiwlyd  in  alls  matlerez  as  myn 
Lord  of  Norfi"olk  wil  avyse  hym.  and  as  an  i;ndir> 
Bchireve  ze  schall  be  acounseill  therof.  And  as 
touchyng  Lee,  as  I  am  fiitfonnyd,  th£i  ya  no  man.  that 
he  wil  do  lesse  for  thanne  for  Sir  Thomas  Tudenham. 
And  as  touchyng  myn  seyd  Lord  of  Norffolk,  he  hath 
wrytyn,  or  I  cam,  be  Debenham,  ^s  he  may  not  wel 

'  WillUm  Doiward,  KCOtdinE  lo  Blomefield  [//mA  ef  titrf.  i\.  519), 
BSiried  Mirgarel.  dDUElii«r  of  Nicbulu  Within^hnin,  who  Ihtu  ■ppcars 
to  ti4v«  becEi  a  biuilict  of  EdmDild  lh«  writci  CFfliku  Icflvr,' 
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returne,  and  the  peisoncz  ben  Sir  Robert  Canyers, 
Henry  Gray,  Thomas  Brews.  And  I  suppose  as  ioi 
Tiiomas  Brews  he  schall  be  translate  in  to  myn  brolliii 
John  Blake,  but  myn  seyd  Lordi  of  Norflblk  hath 
previly(?)  wrj'lyn  to  the  Kyng  for  Sir  Robert  Conyers 
proRiisyd  '  be  the  scyd  Sir  Robert  that  he  schaU  aoo 
undirshireve,  ne  non  othir  officer  make,  but  be  die 
avyseofmyii  seyd  Lordof Norffolt  counsdll,lo(]whciiii 
xe  schall  be  prevy  to  And  1  have  no  dowtezourowybj 
maleres  schall  ben  speed  aflit  zour  entent  myn  scyfl 
Lord  of  Norflblk  wil  with  alle  best  herle  that  Blafct* 
schuld  be  it,  or  ellez  the  scyd  Sir  Robert  with  allc 
hese  herte.  And  yf  myn  Loird  of  Norflblk,  lo  for  myn 
comyng,  hadde  be  a  vertysyd,  he  wold  a  do  hese  OCT 
parte  ther  to,  as  I  suppose  he  schatl  have  vcre 
knalich  from  myn  Lord,  I  preye  zow  rerocmbrT 
William  Bury  for  myn  vinire  fadas.  And  yf  it  likjd 
myn  brothir  Bkke  to  remembre  my  welbclovyd  mays- 
ter  Sir  John  Bawryte  (?)  of  myn  mater  I  trust  he  wold 
remembrt  the  Kyng  iher  of  atte  hese  leyser ;  for  (w 
kno»7-th  the  matcre,  and  that  Debenham  hath  greet 
charge  to  laborerayn  seyd  Lordys  materex  of  Norflblk,, 
levying  the  favour  of  Sir  Thomas  Tudenham, 
I  bere  I  schall  send  zow  be  wrytyn,  I  prcyc 
in  like  forme,  God  preserve  /,ow  to  Hese  grata 
Wrytyn  atte  Fmmjngham  the  Fryda.y  next  to  fore 
the  feste  of  Simon  and  Jude. 

E.  WVCHVNCHAM. 

I  The  s«nEeQi:c  h«F   U  a  Sittle  confused   and   nvc  rvtticu  la  k^ipftVi 
punctUBiian. 
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^ILUAM  RevkOLDS,  op  CROMER,  TO  ACNEi  PASTON 
[Ad4.  MS.  3+,889,  i.  225} 

TtiLf  I^Trcr,  No.  taSa  lil  eIig  IfiveiBlory,  U  ^hatm  1>y  llif  rnEmornddq  ofi 
thp  ti,u:k  ID  Ik  of  the  ytii  li^i,  <h(.  31  Henry  M.  Agim  P^LXuh  Eixil 
|cnanH>  m  Crtuficr,  aJul  hti  pcoprily  [hcrf  JbiiraidcJ  aoi  her  gra]adi:iii1Jr?it, 
at  Jieuut  lived  her  lun  Joliii. 

rjj  fly  rygA/  reverent  and  ^vounhipfuil  mastras,  my 
Maslras  Fastan,  the  modyr  of  my  maisier  John 
Pastoii,  be  this  ddyvercd. 


»«m|VGHT  reverent  a.iid  wourchipfu]  Mostras, 
-"'  wiih  most  humble  and  louly  servycie  in 
moste  goodly  wice  I  teconiauiid  me  to 
your  contynucll  supporlacion.  Please  it 
your  good  grace  to  have  notycion  that  I  have 
late  a  place  of  youts  in  quiche  John  Rychetnan 
dvellyd,  for  it  stotle  at  a  grcte  dyspeyr  and  I  have 
late  it  for  xvj.,  but  up  your  good  grace,  for  the 
lockis  of  the  dores  am  pulled  of  and  born  a  waye, 
and  the  wyndowes  ben  broken  and  gone  and  other 
bcrdys  ben  nayled  (ycx  in  the  stede  of  the  sayd 
wyndowes.  Also,  the  swynysty  ys  doun,  and  all  the 
tymbyr  and  the  tliatche  born  a  way ;  also  the  hedge 
ys  broken  or  born  a  wey,  quiche  closed  the  gatdeyn ; 
qucrthorgh  the  place  ys  evyl  apeyred  to  the  tenaunt. 
On  Sent  Marckes  daye  I  entred  the  seid  place  and 
lete  it  to  your  be  hove,  and  on  the  day  after  cam 
Henry  Goneld  and  seyd  my  iatyng  schald  not  stond, 
and  went  and  seled  the  dores ;  querfor  I  beseche 
your  graciows  favor  that  my  Iatyng  may  stood,  for  I 
have  late  alle  your  londis  everychone.  I  know  not 
oon  rode  unlate,  but  alle  ocupyed  to  your  profyghte. 
The  tenaunC  quich  by  your  lycens  schuld  bavt  youre 
place  to  ferine  by  my  Iatyng  ys  gretely  be  hated  with 
oon  Johane,  the  wyfe  of  Robert  Iclyngham,  chap- 
man, quich  ys  voysed  for  amysse  governyd  woman 
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of  hyr  body  by  the  most  parte  of  owr  town  wel 
recordyth  the  same,  and  sche  dvellyth  al  by  your 
seyd  place ;  and  by  cause  this  seid  tiCoaant  ys  grrtelf 
ayens  hir  for  hir  ungoodly  governauncc,  theiTor  sche 
mad  menys  to  one  Abraham  Whal,  quiche  >'s  one  of 
hir  supportores,  and  he  hath  spoke  with  the  seyd 
Henry  Gonelde  that  he  niyght  seke  a  remedye  to 
caitSL'  this  seyd  tenaunl  lo  be  a  voydyd  and  kqs 
outt  your  stid  place  and  not  come  ther  inne. 

He  that  is  bryngger  of  this  bylle  ys  the  man  10 
quich  1  have  late  tu  fernie  by  the  licens  of  you  ;  ther- 
fore  1  beseche  your  gtacaus  favOi  to  be  schewedontff 
hym,  and  niekeb  I  beseche  your  contynuell  suppora- 
cion  that  ye  ivuld  send  me  wrvtyng  under  your  seek 
how  I  schal  be  demened.  NomOr,  fire.  Wtytini 
Crowmer  the  neat  day  after  Sent  Marc. — Be 
seivaunt  at  alle  tymes, 

William  Rbynoldes  of  Crowoaer. 


The  fallowing  nieniora.iids  »re  written  on  ibe  badt : — 
FifiitAl^  terrrK  ten'  Rop«HS  in  Crowiiibi  Aniti^  uxj*. 
In  primisGylmin  (?)  (enet  nil  firmain  i].  Atlas  ad  lef- 

mifiam '  anoorum  el  rctliJii  per  annum  .      i 

Item,  Johannes  PaTnel)  Icnet  iij.  rudasad  LErmiOum  %i}. 

annoritin  et  rcddic  per  annum        .  .  ,      i 

Uein,  '^^'il]cl1^us  Rtynoldes  piu  iij.  cudii  in  ij.  peciu  ai 

CeiniinuiR  k.  iinnuruni  «t  icddii  per  annum  .       i 

Item,   Tl^'Omas    t«nct    pars   {ir,)   ternr:  <{   icddil   pa 

unnncn        .  .  .  .  ,    ijJ. 

Ilem,  Ricardus  Child  pro  pralo  el  j.  Jndausura  vocam 

LoDgcliK  a.6.   terminutn   nnnatum   el  reddit  pa 

annum  -  .  .  <  iijf.  H/ii 

Item,  Rogeru!  Caiyour  piaj.  orto  per  annum  Mt| 

•'  tilank  in  m. 
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A.D.  1454.  ^  April 
Thomas  DEirvEs  to  John  Paston 

Tliml  itc  yrSr  td  wllich  this  1eltci(No.  Wi  '"  App*rdill)  WSh  orilKtl  WM 
1434  b  evidctilfr^rm  iti  btanf^flAE^  ircin  mc  ^^kel.     5fT  Nos.  199  mud  304. 

7>  wy  maiitcr  Paston. 

^g'inHTRevcreiidai)d«*urshiprullSir,  mynespe- 
1  vail  good  maister.  I  recomaund  me  to  you. 
And  for  as  moch  as  adversite  and  prosperile 
bothc  ly  in  tht  disposicion  of  o  [one]  man 
above,  I  ihank  God,  and  late  you  wete  that  1  stand 
yet  in  as  greet  treble  as  ever  I  dtde  or  grettei ;  pray- 
ing you  ever  to  be  my  good  tnaister  and  to  contynue 
your  benyvolens  as  I  am  ever  bounde  to  you.  Myn 
hevynes  is  sum, whet  incresid.  for  a  fals  harlot,  sauf 
your  revercns,  one  James  Coolt,  a  servaunt  of  myn, 
falsly  and  traitourou^ty  is  hired  bi  Watte  Inghaii\and 
hath  accused  and  diramcd  me  and  my  wif  of  settyng 
up  billes  agayn  lordis,  that,  Almighti  God  I  take  to 
record,  I  not  am  ne  never  was  giity  therof ;  but  the 
sa^me  theef  and  Asshcote  han  made  an  appoynttmeiit 
to  come  and  robbe  me  of  suych  litlcl  goodis  of  myn 
as  thei  can  gete  in  Norffolk  or  Norwich.  WKerfoie  I 
beseche  your  maisttrship  for  charite  of  your  help  and 
socour  to  my  servauntz  if  such  case  falle.  For  I 
irowe  this  i.s  a  Iroble  that  never  man  suflrid  nofi  like 
in  5uch  case,  and  therfore,  gentitl  Sir,  as  God  hath 
indued  you  of  myght  and  power  to  socour  suych 
troubles,  shew  your  bounte  to  me  in  this  nede,  and 
Ihal  for  Coddes  love^  Who  Almighti  preserve  you. 
Wretyn  in  Flett  the  viij.  day  of  April!. — VourwofuU 
servant,  Denyes. 

The  said  Asshcotc  can  count^rfete  my  hand  and 
therfore  I  drede  he  wole  stele  by  sum  fals  tetters 
suyeh  as  he  myght  gete.  I  haf  wretyn  my  servantz 
theraftir. 
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XXXV 

A.D.  1454.  "  July 

Sir  John  Fastolf  td  Thomas  Howys 

[Atid.  MS.  34.888,  f.  laz] 

ThL>  Ittlcr  is  No.  loji  in  [be  Appendix,  and  bears  dale  oliltdt. 

Ta  my  ryght  irvsty  Jrendt  Sir  Thomas  Howyi, 
Parson  of  CasUkombt. 

|YGHT  trusty  frendc,  I  grete  yOU  well,  and 
wolle  ye  wete  that  I  thynk   it  to  greeie 
trervuylle  of  your  trouth  and  wysdom  that 
ye  sliuLd  haf,  that  ye  hafe  noysed  mt,  and 
scyd  to  John  Ardreus  at  Yeppyswych,  in  presence  oC 
dyvers  men,  that  ye  have  suffisaunl  waraunts  undre 
my  letlrc  and  selc  to  safe  you  hamitese,  m  Caseje 
be  condempned  yn  Lhe  somme  this  Andreus  sewytli 
you  for.      vlnd  know  for  certeyn,  there  passed  no 
such  warauntis  undre  my  sele;  nothyr  I  cotnaunded 
you  not   for   to  labour  ne  do  thyng  that  shuld  be 
aycnst  the  law,  nether  unlawfully  ayenst  ryghi  and 
tTouth.     And  therfor  y  ought  not  ne  wolle  not  pay  fot 
yow.     Wherfor  I  charge  yott  sende  me  your  warauntis 
and  lettres  or  acomp  of  them,  and  of  whoos  hand 
wrytyng  Lhey  ben  ;  and  whate  evidences,  inslniccionS 
and  informacions  ye  had  and  by  whom,  as  well  asof , 
my  ierned  councell  as  of  othyrs.     And  also  thai  ysl 
comyn  with  my  cosyn  John  Paston,  &c.,  and  taks 
his  gode   avice   wliate  remedie  ys  best,  whethjr  w 
sew  an  atteynl  ayen^t  th'enqucst  a  deeies  fan/urn  in 
your  ouTie  name  or  by  the  parlement ;  for  y  wolle 
do  seke  all  the  remedies  that  may  be  had  ayensi  tlic 
seyd  Andretis.      And  kepe  ye  close  and  sure  ftoni 
hym  in  all  mancr  wyse,  for  your  oune  welfare;  tot  J 
know  ye  for  certeyn  that  Andreus  wolle  ley  all  ihc 
wayt  and  aspics  of  such  as  ye  wene  to  take  for  yow 
true  frendys  to  arrest  you  ;  and  then  be  ye  as  it  weK 
be  thout  remedie,  for  ye  not  be  tyrae  to  sende  we 
the  materes  ibofe  specyfied. 


Item,  Robert  Inglose  hath  spoke  wyth  me  and 
hath  offred  tne  to  by  lond  to  satisfy^  my  dewtee 
that  lyeth  in  Rakhyth,  and  y  am  avyscd  to  by  it, 
if  ye  can  send  thedre  som  trusty  man  that  can  telle 
whale  it  ys  worth  cleerly,  and  ofTwhome  it  ys  halde, 
and  aJso  yf  it  be  sure  lyveJode,  and  your  avice  wyth- 
all  ;  but  beware  that  ye  com  not  owt,  God  kepe  you. 
Wrjt  at  London  in  haste  the  xij.  day  of  JuJle,  A"' 
Regni  Regis  Htnrici  vj. 

John  Fastolf,  eh'l'r. 


XXXVI 

A,D.  1454,  20  July 

TiTOHAS    PlAVTER   TO   JOHN    PaSTON 

[Add.  MS,  34>*89.  f-  ai?] 

'An  abslEflcT  tMi  beta  given  cf  lhi.4  IcEIer  a4  No.  ii^^^  m  tlit  Apptridix  al 
hie  end  of  Vol.  in.  'nic  letcicntE  [0  Lord  WjlithirE  provn  ihe  dale  10  Ik 
hct«i'«t»  1449  fl-n-il  t<6o.  and  at  would  w*ni  to  be  rH^s*  wtieti  the  *och  Jialy 
VTLs  a  Saiurclavi  Wcdataday  and  Tburwlav  bcin£  ^pckicii  of  ba  puL  Jmu 
and  hfi>DdBy  u  a  Fuiure  cnc. 

Tb  my  ryght  reoerent  and  worshipful!  maister,  John 
Paston,  ht  this  dylyvcrd  af  Lotldon,  and  eliys  stni 
to  kym  to  Normi£. 

jYGTH  worshipful!  Sir,  and  my  ryglh  good 
maister,  I  recomend  me  to  you.  Lyke 
you  to  wete  I  have  spoken  wyth  my  lord 
Chauncelcr '  and  put  the  bylle  by  for  hym 
and  all  the  lordis  upon  Wednesday  at  after  non  last 
past,  wenyng  to  me  to  have  an  answer  upon  Thurs- 
day. And  my  lord  Chaunceler  told  me  that  they 
sped  no  partyder  mater  yet  syn  ihey  cam,  nor  han 
no  leyser  to  attend  swych  maters.  I  have  spoken  to 
my  Lord  Wykhyre,-  and  he  promysed  to  help  forth 
that  he  can,  and  my  Lord  Eeauchamp''  bothe, 
Fenyngley  cam  but  on  Thursday  at  evyn.  Item, 
Sir,  I  have  do  made  a  new  byEle  whyclie  I  purpose 
delyver  to    the    kyng.      And,   Sir,   the  lordes 

^  Richarrl.  HLatE  or  ^alubury. 

'  tunEt  Bniio-,  Emrl  nf  Wiltihiro  Hul  Omonde. 

*  JoJui,  Lord  Bciucbunp. 
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meiTftyle  sore  of  the  cntrt;  ihal  was  made  by  ihe 
stiBiiTige  man  or  my  lord  cnlrcd ;  ihey  thynk  tlut 
was  a  straunge  werk  and  a  soiyH.  Item,  I  apakclo 
my  Lord  Chaunceler  how  my  maister '  and  ye  ind 
your  frendis  wxre  pule  owte  of  the  comyssyon  uf 
pees;  nevenhe  Ips  he  hath  not  graunled  yet  non 
newe.  And  as  for  the  questyon  that  ye  wy]le<J  me 
lo  aske  iry  lord,  I  fond  hym  yet  at  no  good  leyser. 
Item,  Sir,  after  the  lordysseying,  theCounceU  schnM 
brelce  up  on  Monday  next  comyng.  A^ld  iS  foEliie 
Archcbysshop  of  York ''  is  heyll  and  mery,  Ico 
VVretyn  the  xk.  day  of  July- — By  your  man  and 
servaunt,  Thomas  Plavtkil 


XXXVII 

A.D.  1455,  22  June 

Sir  John  Fastolf  to  Johk  Paston 

[Add.  Na.  34,889,  f.  171] 

Theif  C43I  be  no  rcasanaltlt^  doiabt  ihit  iLis  Uttvr  (So.  tot^  u  Utt  i 
Inventory)  b  ol  ibr  naini:  dale  as  Tim.  m  and  74(1,  i.r.  oTlhcytii  •^ii. 

To  my  ryght  trusty  casyn,John  Pas  (an. 

JORSHYPFULL  Sir  and  oosyn,  I  commaund 
me  to  yow.  And  lyke  yow  wete  that 
accordyng  to  your  dcsyre  I  sendc  John 
Russe  to  yow  to  hafe  your  informaciori 
of  such  matcris  as-  shall  be  llioughl  exspedieni  to 
be  laboured  yn  your  absence  for  the  mater  of  Wciil- 
woith,  and  hafe  geve  hym  in  commaundment  to 
entend  it  in  all  that  he  can  oi  may.  And,  Cosyn,  he 
hath  a  lettre  of  credence  to  the  baylly  of  Dedhain  be- 
cause of  doubt  of  syght  of  the  baylly  ys  lettre  th<;rfor 
diaclosyng,  &c.,  to  do  after  the  wrylyng  of  T.  Deny*. 
And  y  sende  yow  ij.  lettres  com  to  me  from  London. 
that  maketh  mcncyon  of  grete  besynesse  ayenst  us, , 

1  5ii  Johr  Kjitnir. 

>  Wiliiafli  BJolh  was  Archbi.HliOn  et  Ytrk  from  145J  lo  ti6*.^  I'  ■!< 
hitcf  hail  bctn  uillcr  CardinaJ  Kemp  woulU  him  been  Aiibtiiiliuf)  (T 
Yflik.  in  J  WI3UUI  tukva  been  cUled  'Cardinal  af  VmV.' 
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and  an  accion  loke  ayenst  yow,  Howys,  Bokkyng, 
&c.,  thai  most  ncdys  be  tendred  ;  in  case  an  cssoyn ' 
can  be  lakt,  somoche  the  better.  And  thcrfor.cosyn, 
at  Tcvcrcnco  oi  God,  dispose  ynw  to  London  yn  all 
the  haste  that  yc  can.  For  the  althaijniftil  can  not 
be  tille  ye  com.  And  on  pa^ttie  adverse  besyeih 
hem  sore  in  you  r  absence,  fades  hominis faeits  ifoms. 
And  t  have  woid^  yn  a  nothere  lettre  that  my  1>ord 
Chaunccltor  ys  yn  liie  lyke  wyse  disposed  yn  owre 
one  syde,  and  Ihtrfor  thai  ye  kepe  hym  ynne  to 
helpe  here  the  fayoiir  of  thys  maler  yn  alj  wyse ;  And 
Byngham  Justys  ys  full  well  disposed  also.  Dyvera 
new  processc  ys  ayenst  Sir  Thomas.  And  3ll  olhere 
malcris  I  commyt  to  your  discrecion  ;  yf  nedc  he,  I 
com  thedre  my  sylf,  Y  pray  God  kepe  yow.  Wryt 
hastly  uppon  Sonday  before  Seynt  Jcbn  Baptiste.— 
Your  cosyn,  J.  Kastolf. 

Item,  after  that  I  have  word  from  yow,  so  wolle  I 
be  gouverned,  and  com  to  London  yIT  ye  sende  me 
wOrde,  and  that  1  hafe  word  from  yOw  yf  nedc  bu 
bytymc  from  London. 


xxxvni 

A.D.  i456{?),  25  April 

Hugh  Fenn  to  John  Pastoh 

[Add.  MS.  J4.8S9,  f.  173I 

This  tfUn  IS  Nu.  i(J33  In  ilic  Invenlory.  Tin  ytAi  u  uncertain,  Imi  ii 
cniBi.  belong  lo  tJic  bllvr  pnrL  of  Henfv  vr.*^  niga.  Mitl  tJwrfi  ijt  ffKAf 
Dni1»tH!ily  ^i  \x  wsi  nritlcti  ia  14S&,  like  No.  (77,  nhich  ii  also  irnliiii 
vf  Hu^h  FeiiQ  froni  Lonidon. 

To  the  wonhtp/ulC  sir,  John  Paslon  esijityer. 

)RCHE1'FULL  Sir,  my  reverent  and  right 
trusty  maister  and  cosyn,   I  recommaunde 
me  to  you.     Lyke  you  to  wyle  that  wher 
1.  have  made  my  fyne  of  Iliburgh  with 
Nicholas  Waterman,  thanne   beyng  feodary  to  ray 

3  An  pR^iLve  uElowcd  for  not  ippearinG  in  Coiut. 
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Lorde  of  Yorke,  as  the  same  Nicholas  wil  recotdc^l 
whetof  sufficienl  writyng  is  had  ;  the  which  pa>Tncfit,  I 
so  made,  is  sutScient  in  the  tawi:; ;  in  ttic  which  cull 
noo  newe  feodary  is  chargeable  nor  I  demaundaljli:,' 
l>iit  the  seide  Nicholas  owe  to  answers  themf  in  hii 
accompl ;   and  if  he  conct^lc,  my  Lorde  inay  hive 
good  remedy  agcyiis  hym,  and  so  owe  to  do.     The 
which  not  w ilh stand yng,  oon  I  trowe  called  Osbam, 
som   lynic  youi  si^rvant,  now  my   Lordis   (eoiaiy, 
hath  often,  meved  to  do  I  wote  not,  and  now  Ulc 
halh  distreyiied  my  cattel,  and  seith  he  wil  diyw 
hem  awcy,  &c.,  and  wil  have  Cs.  for  fyne,  wher  ay 
uncle  paicd  xxvji.  viij/i",,  Herry  Somer  xxi.,  and  so 
many  olh<;t  dt-d.     Sii,  he  may  do  me  a  petj-  shamej 
in  distrcyning  and  dryvyng  awey  to  make  me  h€ 
and  hym  not  glad  I  hoop  at  the  loong.  but  vrc 
shal  he  nor  any  other  do  me,  wher  I  may  gete  rented] 
by  the  lawe  in  any  place  Lhiow  Goddis  mercy.    Wlwr-^ 
for,  sir,  ifhebestille  inyourservyse,  lykeyou  t  myghtj 
have  knowlech,  and  thanne  if  your  discreccion  semiili 
any  thyng  that  I  owe  to  do,  by  you  I  wil  be  advcrtyscdl 
and  ruled  ;  and  if  t  coude  conceyvc  that  I  owe  to  puy 
ageyn,  as  I  understonde  clerly  the  contraty,  forsothe 
in  right  hasty  seson  wold  I  provyde  and  send  hym 
from  my  seid  lorde  a  sufficient  discharge  for  myn 
more  avaJU,  that  he  shuld  noght  lose  by  me.    And  that 
is  reson  aswele,  for  that  1  wil  not,  by  Goddis  grace 
be  hurted  by  hym,  nor  geve  hym  cause  by  my  wiL 
I  deserve  my  lordis  good  lordeship  as  wele  as  any^ 
other  of  my  simple  poer  her.     1  besech  you  thai  tj 
this  simple  hille  I  may  be  recommaunded  to  mj 
worchepful    maLstresse.      The    bhssid   Trinite  h»v 
you  in  His  holy  governaunce.    Written,  London  xxr- 
day  of  AprilL     Youris  owen,         Hugh  a  Femnl 


A.D.  145^1  ^  May 
Sir  John  Fastolf  to  John  Pastos 

[AM.  MS.  35,151,  r,  34.  Brit.  Mils.] 
Tbu  ItiLrr  wcmi  lo  be  Of  the  tame  year  a>  fTo^  tqi. 

Ti)  My  worthepfuU  Cosyn,  John  Paslon,  Esguyer, 

in  haSi  goodly. 

JORCHEPFULL  Cosyn,  I  comaunde  me  to 
yow.  Lykc  yow  to  wete  that  for  ala  moche 
as  my  lord  of  Norwich  shal  the  nKit  wyke 
visitc  ihc  hous  of  Hyltelyng,  as  on  Thursday, 
as  I  understand,  I  pray  yow  that  ye  lyke  to  inforrae 
my  lord  how  it  isappoyntedatwixthe  prior  of  the  said 
hous  and  me  that  my  title  of  xxv.  marc  of  yeriy  rente 
is  put  in  the  ordynaunce  of  yow  and  Fyncheham,  and 
if  any  variaunce  fortune  by  twix  yow  that  thatinC  we 
shall  stand  to  the  rule  and  ordynaunce  of  my  lord  of 
Caunterbury  and  of  my  seid  lord  of  Norwich,  they 
callyng  to  them  ij,  temporall  juges  suche  as  them 
please,  the  ij.  chef  juges  only  except.  Wherfor  that 
it  please  his  good  lordship  to  comraaunde  the  seid 
priour  to  be  bound  by  obligaclon  to  stand  to  the 
seid  appoyntemcnt  in  lyke  form  as  I  at  all  lymes 
lefull  am  redy  soe  to  do,  to  th'entent  that  my  lord 
may  Verily  knowe  that  the  complysshyng  of  the  seid 
appoyntemtnt  is  nat  defened  ner  delayed  by  me. 
Forlhermore,  Cosyn,  I  understand  that  ye  have  a 
feodary  concernyng  all  the  knyyht  fees  in  this  shire, 
and  for  als  mochc  as  the  lord  Scalys  cleymeth  an 
homage  of  my  place  called  Essex  in  Hikelyng  I  pray 
yow  that  ye  lyke  to  sendu  me  woord  if  it  can  be 
understand  by  the  seid  feodary  if  suchc  an  homage 
owe  to  be  do  or  nay.  Moreover  like  yow  to  re- 
membre  that  lateward  I  meved  unto  yow  that  I  wold 
do  kyt  out  a  litell  fleet  rennytig  by  twix  the  Comouns 
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of  your  lordship  of  MaulCeby  and  Castre  ihere  il  wjj 
of  old  lyjne,  and  now  is  over  grounded  and  grown 
by  reedes,  VVheifor  lyke  yow  to  write  on  to  yoiif 
baly  of  Mauteby  to  lake  your  tcnaunics  wHth  hym  in 
have  a  sight  of  the  seid  water  and  ground,  and  thai 
they  here  half  costes  for  iher  part,  and  I  woLc  bere 
tlie  other  part.  And  all  ihough  my  vvryiyngges  pui 
yow  many  lytnes  to  grct  labour  and  besynesses,  1  [Jtiy 
yow  to  take  it  that  1  do  it  for  the  synguler  affiauno^ 
and  fcythful  trust  unto  yow.  Bcsehyng  All  myghty 
God  have  yow,  ray  worchepful  Cosyn,  in  his  metdfnil 
govemauncc.     Writ  at  Castre,  the  ij"*  day  of  Mai). 

And  that  ye  lylce  to  come  in  to   these 
byfore  ye  ryde  to  London,  I  pray  yow  lienely  that* 
I  may  spekc  with  yow  for  dyvers  maters  that  1  han 
to  comowne  with  yow,  &c  J.  Fastou. 


XL 

About  A.D.  1456  ? 

John  Dorv  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  MS.  34,889,  r,  I7<>1 

TbErUime  oTDofy  ocisus  ..nlyoni;*  in  )l»  p""'*''  !«'•«".  ■nd  '•'••  ' 
nut  n  Cbfuiiori  namf ;  but  ttit  peruin  Sro  rcfeFrEd  (o  (VcE.  i_  p.  jBCI  U  p^ 
italjly  ihe  iindfr-shcriltaf  Morfollt  ■  >i>d  Ihit  licicr  (Kli._  lojo  tn  (hi-  InmoirT 
at  the  cnii  of  Vol.  iir.],  irhich  in  lilenbe  canctmnl  with  I'aaliait't  lj«ii*'> 
mny  tavB  lieen.  aTillen  sdom  Xbe  iarae  pariod . 

Tff  my  rytk  wure/uf/uil  sovereyn  and  master,/ii^ 
PastQti^  h<  fhis  d^hveryd  in  hast. 

lYTH  wurshepfull  master  and  sovereyn, 
recomaundo  me  to  you,  besechyng  you 
pardnn  me  thfit  I  cum  not  to  awayie  up  on 
you  like  as  Barkere  wrote  to  me.  For  I 
have  notable  and  grete  causis  syth  the  letterc  cam 
from  hym,  the  qweche  hath  chaungyd  my  pur 
and  be  my  master  the  Schreve  is  wrytyng,  on 
weche  I  must  aplie  me,  all  excusis  leyd  apart. 
as  for  the  wrytyng  Barkere  wrote   to  me^  be  the 
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qweche  he  directyth  a  gret  default  in  my  deputys  for 
return  of  the  habeas  corpus  with  du^ens  tecum,  ihcr  as  is 
none,  1  dar  seye,  for  John  Rede  spek  to  all  my  master 
Fastolfs  councelt  to  advyse  hym  in  the  return,  and  to 
have  retumyd  hit  after  ther  conceyl,  and  the!  wuid 
gyf  hym  non  advys.  Neverthelics  I  now  understands 
thcr  entenl  he  Barkere  is  wrytyng;  for  thci  wuld  put 
alle  Juparte  up  on  me  to  myn  utter  ondoyng,  and  yit 
to  do  my  trewe  part  in  execucion  of  ther  entent,  fof 
ye  Itnowell  my  master  hath  put  the  juparle  and  the 
losse,  if  any  growe,  to  me  on  his  part.  And  ther  for 
I  may  repent  the  tymc  that  ever  I  promysyd  my  trewe 
and  good  wyll  to  that  entent.  For  al!e  the  malesse 
and  Gvylwill  thai  is  owyny  to  me  in  aile  the  Schere 
ys  for  that  mater  3.nd  non  other,  the  qw^rhe  hath 
grettely  hurt  me,  and  in  lyme  comyng  schalJ  hurt 
moie.  But  lete  them  hold  meexcusyd,  thei  schall  not 
have  my  goodwill  so  feythfuUy  as  tjvei  have  had,  be 
my  trowech,  and  I  schall  heipe  my  sefl  [«>)  as  I  may. 
And.  Sire.  I  be  scche  you,  thynke  not  that  I  pyke 
this  be  waye  of  qwarell,  that  I  myth  be  ihis  tjuerell 
owe  my  good  wyll  to  the  toder  part,  for  thei  schall 
never  have  yl  in  that  mater,  nor  in  non  other.  And 
for  good  the  qwcche  J  hfivt  r^xeyvyd  yff  be  thowth 
I  have  not  dcservyd  yt  I  am  abill  to  content  yl  a  geyn. 
And  on  Friday  nexst  foluwyng  I  schall  be  with  you 
&«e  Norwich  bt  Goddys  grace,  and  knowe  your 
entent  in  this  mater. 

No  more,  &C.,  but  &c. — Be  your  man  and  servaunt, 
John  Porv  under  Schreve  of  Norffolk. 


^ 
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A.a  1458  (?).[' r  May?] 

William  Caltuorpe  to  John  Pastos 

[Add.  MS.  34.S59,  r.  1&3] 

Tbi'  IeIIdi  U  Nd.  •■^rt  in  the  Inwilvrr.  tt>  dslc  isby-MBoUucnuik 
buL  nmy  t»  MsH,  arter  Lhc  m:aTii-iU.i[ioi>  of  jtuijo.  Tbc  BrfgBim  ut'lb 
(CiE>g'^  1Pl««1  ^hi>WK  ml  f«uu:i  llial.  <[  vai  np[  wKvti  th«  DoW  of  Vofh  vb 
l^^oLeclcc;  and  Di  is  no!  Ijlccly  to  htvir  been  under  Sojn«4fli's  fule.  «r  in  itv 
rclen  ofEJward  IV,  If  1  ,fjQ  wil^ th-e  yair,  t\ic  dny  {Anxoiiqn  Piiyjitvik 
1 1  lb  Muy* 

7(»  »«>  Wonkipfull  Cosynjohn  Patron, 

JTGHT  worahijifull  Cosyn,  I  recommaund  mi; 
unto  you,  certifying  you  that  your  uiifl 
John  Osbeme  of  Walsyiighara  hath  be  with 
Hit;  and  lete  nie  have  Jcnowlage  of  a  cniB- 
myssion  chuld  be  doun  from  my  lord  Chauncclcr  to 
Sir  Rotjcrt  Conyers,  you  other  and  me,  and  thai  jrt 
wold  have  your  day  upon  Munday  or  T^wcsdlf  It 
Crowemer,  Blakeney  or  Walsynghani,  &c  .\ai 
after  that  he  was  departed  from  mc,  ther  cam  l 
servaunt  from  my  cosyn  TwT-er,  and  seid  Ihat  hH^ 
maistCT  hade  a  letter  from  you  that  ze  tia\-e  set  to  ! 
at  Blakeney  uppon  Monday  nejct  contyng.  And 
as  much  as  1  stande  in  nonn  cetteyn  be  cause  ■ 
variaunce  of  the  massangeres,  therfore  I  send  a  nun 
of  myne  to  yoa,  praying  yowe  to  sende  me  veraj 
certeynte  and  a  copy  of  the  commyssion,  (hat  mj" 
neybures  may  have  knowlage  of  the  kingis  entent  ' 
the  case  requyreth  so,  &c. 

I  hold  Blakeney  a  resonable  place,  and  if  yc 
youre  purpose  at  Blakeney  uppon  Munday 
comyng  I  shall  mete  ther  with  you,  with  Goddli 
grace,  Wheche  have  you  ever  in  His  intyer  kepynfr 
&c  Wretyn  at  Brunham  upon  the  Assencioo  day 
of  our  Lord,  &c.,  By  W.  Calthoupk. 


A.D.   1460 

Fkiak  Bracklev  to  Johw  Paston 
[Add.  MS.  34,S&S,  r.  161] 

rtiis  lellQr  L.|  vvliienlly  ItQliKTaphb  An  atistjad  i>r  il  an^iears  a^  N4.  09^ 
m  the  Appcfiiti-x,  Tike  OaIe  mighL  Ijc  hi  (}ic  vvty  enil  uf  ibc  yeas  ics9*  aAbi 
th*  dca^h  tjf  Faafolf  ajuJ  iiRct  llir  attAinJler  ur  iLc  VfjrLl.'vIs  Bt  C(i¥entry ; 
bill  u  DK»e  fi-olabiy  in  iliccaily  lurtor  i|6i!i,  liciwFtn  January  uu)  M<iy. 

JHESUS  Maria,  &c,— Reverende  dotwitie  cl 
pne  omnibus  mortalibus  amantissime. 
Super  omniaomninooblivioninon  tradenda 
faciati-s  ut  W.  P.'  germanus  cum  sua  ac 
vestra  pnidenii  industria  sagacitor  et  secrete  informet 
H.  Fylongley  de  W.  W.^  Hibemico  ac  Colino  Gailico, 
qui  suo  malicioso  proposito  confederatj  sunl,  adver- 
susque  dominum  et  magistrum  suum  mililem  de- 
functum  et  executores  ejus  ad  dampnificandns  eos  et 
bona  defuncti  per  ostensionem  literaruin  secretarum 
olim  dicto  militi  missarum,  ex  confidentia  special!, 
sicut  solito  more  amicus  amico  solet  scribere.  Si 
tt£C  eniiii  proditoria  condido  ess^t  insinunta  p-n 
H.  Fylongley  vel  pt^i  me,  forsan  Domino  Cumitc 
Wilschirie,  idem  fallax  et  deceptorius  Colinus 
Gallicus  non  esset  cum  dicto  comite  tam  magnus  et 
intinius  cum  dicto  domino,  sicut  credit  sc  esse  unum 
de  suis  SKcredoriUiis,  vel  cum  Regina  per  iaborem 
Sui  germani  ad  magistrum  Ormotid  ut  ipsum  facial 
introduci  ad  favorem  ct  servicium  ReginEc.  Si 
hal)ueritisamicoscircaReginam,cilopoteritisColinuTn 
Irustrarc  Suo  a  proposito,  Si  W.  P..  vester  germatius 
posset  per  subtilia  media  adquirere  et  adquiri  facerc 
casketum  C.  Gallic!  ac  casketum  W.  W.  Hibemici, 
atldiretis  et  videretis  aliqua  non  laude  sed  fraude 
plera,  &c.  Milte  sapientem  et  nihil  ei  dicas,  &c. 
Pmdenti  viro  pauca  scribenda  pro  presenli  propono 
quia  scio  vos  ex  paucis  plura  colligere  el  ex  prs^ 
ambulo  plura  concLudere.     Item,  propheta  datnat, 


I  WilliMn  PutDD,  UB  of  tbc  jiidja- 


<  Wlllkm  WofccaUr. 
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*  Nolite  confidere  in  vetbum  mendadi,'  ^  &c.,  etsecuo'  I 
dum   esitidenv   prophetam,    '  Non   est   cfwMendam 

super  baculum  arundineuni  confraclum,''  ic,  et  esl 
commune  et  vulgiue  dictum:  'A  man  schuid  not 
trusty  On  a,  btoke  5werd,  ne  on  a  fool,  ne  on  n  chylJ, 
ne  on  a  dobyl  man,  ne  on  a  dninke  man,'  &c,  dww 
that  he  were  an  amewse  and  a  notaiye  be  W.  V. 
Hibetnicus  he  schal  knows  a),  and  be  hyca  Colyn  awl 
Spirlyng  the  same  knowc  schal,  &c.  Hoc  tdeodiciie 
W.  P.,  Cavete,  &;c.,  quia,  Deo  teste,  bona  fide  ei  coAsai 
non  (icta,  hiec  supiasCripta  sunt  in  toto  vera,  &C. 
Feria  secunda  ad  minus  in  prandio  vos  videbo,  ice 
Scriptum  festinissime  infra  quaiterium  hora^  prp- 
sentis,  iatoie  nitnis  sponssiliuni  causa  f«sti&aii>^ 
Recommendo  vos  vestros  et  vestra  Deo. 
vester  totus  prius  rotws, 
FratCT  J.  B,  Minorum  minimus. 


XUII 

A.D.  1460,  9  April 
Anonymous  to  H.  B.  of  Lincolm 

(Add.  MS.  34.aas,  r.  143] 

TU'a  Li^lI-crCNo-  ton  an  the  laveatory)  u  mysLoioiu,  Luc  srfvalD 
wnuc  lif^ring  an  Sir  J<kbn  F&riairi^  will,  ADd  may  b«  aw^nvi  vidt  rishn' 
cuiuinty  to  ibr  ysu  14^,  at  itic  yih  Aiiril,  ibe  <lav  il  tra*  dAtat.  M> ) 
WtJiicsday,  nnd  ent  earpreflsioB  in  It  ihou".  iliai  ii  wts  minea  iiuieliiltk 
Watt  Euici,  wbich  in  thai  yau  teil  on  ibe  ijcli  Aftil. 

Tif  )»>  f(?i?^  flfaisier,  H.  B.  of  Lincoln.  H 

IGHT  worchepful  sir,  after  my  recomoicDd^ 
tion,  like  you  to  wete  I  wold  yisterday  h»« 
spoken  with  you  if  ye  had  be  atlonc  at  good 
leiser,  for  my  aqnyiaile  to  God  and  lo  yw^i 
and  for  the  wele  of  my  maister,  God  pardon  bji 
I  have  many  ihynges  to  remembre  you  if  ye  wol-' 
Wherof  diverse  specialtes  that  I  wold  sey,  I  may  do( 
write.    For  I  meved  you  at  your  chamber  wyndos  it 

'  RdcRJiie  appuFQtly  id  laiah  uuri.  C — nol  '  ibc  sune  ttrofibH. 
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Lamines  homward  from  London  some  thynges  of 
my  good  wil,  and  me  thought  ye  loke  it  greteJy  to 
dispieisurj  the  which  caused  me  to  say  the  Itssc  of 
thynges  that  had  be  worchepfull  to  have  he  doon. 
But,  Sir,  as  I  remetnbred  you  late  al  Norwich  of  the 
variaunce  by  twix  the  worchepfull  man  and  you,  for 
Goddcs  love  and  your  most  ease,  folwe  the  meanes 
of  his  good  wil  by  help  of  holsom  gentilmen,  and 
also  the  feithfuU  love  of  other  that  grucchen  lo  you 
warde,  as  I  fek  moche  thof  thci  speke  litii  therof  lo 
you,  rcttyng  in  you  singuler  fastnesse  ageyns  kynde- 
nesse  and  reson  ;  fof  with  love  and  unyie  ye  shaj 
do  moost  good  for  ourc  maister  to  your  worchep. 
And  with  the  contracy  many  mysse  dispenses  as  han 
be  and  thanne  raoche  letie  in  doyng  of  g<xid  dedts 
to  the  causers  perill  and  slawnder  God  hath  sent 
you  wysdham  grete  that  tellelh  you  the  best  is  to 
dtede  God,  A  man  shal  never  have  love  of  God  nor 
love  nor  drede  of  t;ood  men  for  myskepyng  of  moche 
good  thof  it  wer  his  owen,  for  it  is  dampnable  ;  but 
wher  It  is  iruly  delt  with  and  godly  disposed,  Ihannc 
folwith  bothe  gretc  meryte  and  worchep.  IVty  i(  is 
that  mo  more  is  do  for  liym.  At  the  gate  is  nowlher 
mete,  dryntte  not  money,  ni  tUtitur,  no  man  wele 
spckyng  thof  thacte  above  be  not  do  necessary  almcsse 
to  the  nedy  tliat  peynen  wold  and  myght  be  do 
dayiy.  And,  Sir,  be  ware  what  ye  talke  to  som  men 
of  the  iordcs  your  coexccutours.  and  what  is  spent 
for  the  man,  and  what  he  was  worth.  Thei  reporten 
you  unfavorabely  find  withoute  credence,  as  men 
seyn,  and  some  I  have  herd.  Also  your  entretyng 
and  other  for  you  with  them  that  have  entres  with 
you  for  lo  have  your  enlent  sped,  is  tolde  oute  whow, 
and  your  iournay  to  lorde  Beauchamp  to  Cambrig  is 
taken  as  men  like,  and  your  associacion  is  seid  made 
by  ytmr  witt  to  your  purpos.  As  somme  fcr  of  and 
grete  that  may  nor  peraventur  wihi  not  medle.  somme 
ye  wold  IhL'i  left,  sommc  havyng  no  conduyt,  somme 
DO  atomak,  and  sommc  glosours  and  witnesses  for 
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lucre;  this  is  not 


1  have  often  herd  iL 


_    seyyng, 

Therfor  to  have  such  a  post  as  ihe  seid  man  is  that  )t 
be  in  yariaunce  ;  So  he  do  wele,  as  1  fully  beleve,  he 
shuld  help  you  to  bcre  moche.  and  cause  eschuyiig  'J\ 
moche  of  this  noyse.     This  variaunce  grew  of  aaua} 
of  noghc  and  japes;  thesonermay  beaccorde.    AsA 
thynlte  not.  Sir,  that  any  persone   hath   stered  me 
herlo  ;  for  by  the  good  Lorde  I  trist  to  recey^'ethii 
holy  tyme  it  is  my  owen  steryng  and  good  hcrtto 
you  warde,  for  that   I   her  and  see,  and   mcxist  of 
your  wele  willers,  in  eschuyng  of  inconvenyenu  ai 
right  many  talke  must  ensue  to  you  ward.     For  I 
foiide  you  pleyn  at  Cristcmesse,  and  1  toke  yon  thai 
ye  loved  me,  wherto  fore,  without li  causetnily,  lonj 
scid  maistcr  moch  ye  hyndred  me,  as  parte  be  toldc 
me,  and   thanne  I   praied  you    in  that   your  good 
maistership  and   amendement,  and  sUh   I  have  bt 
pleyn  and  wol  be.     And  I  require  you  aa  ye  am : 
gentilman,  Itepe  thees  maters  secrete   by  t*-ix  Oc 
you  and  me:  for  by  Almyghty  Jhesu  of  me  knowetk^ 
this   non   erthely   crcatur,  nor  shal    knowc.     Olhtf ! 
ihynges  been  that  sounden  not  wele,  but  as  I  fek 
your  wisdham   take  me   in   this,  so   herafter  1  wil 
demcne   me  with  you   in    maters,      I   am    iirfcc 
variaunces,   for  parties  waxen  wrooth  if  men  hoU 
not  with  there  oppynyons  whan  thei  in  angre  tmra 
over  fer  by  yon  hem  self.     I  may  not  come  by  yo 
to  London  ward,  I  trow  I  must  by  Suffolk  ;  elles  1 1 
not  wrilen  tliis.     Oure  Blissed  Lorde  have  you  is''- 
His  govemaunce   and   be  your  condtiytour  lo  His 
pleisur.  Amen.     This  Wednesday,  ix.  day  Aprill, 

As  ye  am  a  veray  gentilman,  be  my  true  conftasout 
as  I  am  yourcs  and  take  me  as  I  mene.  thof  mv 
lermes  been  not  discreet.  Brenne  this  scrouc  «r 
kepe  it  pryvy,  ai  ye  like  and  1  beseche  you,  if  ye«nl 
Irist  me,  wil  roe  pleyn,  &c. — Vour  owen, 
my  power. 
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A.D.  1460,  6  July 

Friar  Brackley  to  John  Paston 

JAdd,  MS.  34,SSS.  f.  147] 

-  (No-    1017  in  Ap^>cn<Ui(),  appa 
gulal 


Thifs  t!-  d  IrELcf  of  Friar  RraclcEeV'  fNo-  lai^  in  Ap^>cn<Ui),  annaicnEly 
wriiien  llif  ycnr  uftci  FasLoiri  drslli.  Ii  u  In  ■  larec  and  icgular  liaii<l- 
wri(inB,  riiflcrdn!  fniui  i^me  of  his  ulii«  IrllcM. 

VeneraHIi  armigero,Johanm  Faston  seniori,  delur  kac 
litera. 


^^0X0 RIS  suptrri  amorisquc  interni  iiidis- 
.tilubitc  v-inculum  tani  venerabili  viro  in 
Christo  condignum,  precordial iKsime  magis- 
ter  ac  amice  singulansi,  ijoii  solum  'jualcs 
debeo  sed  quales  vaieo  vohis  ref<:ro  ^ates  cordlales 
pro  vestris  benefitiis  quampturibus  michi  multi- 
formiter  exhibitis,  pro  quibus  omnibus  recompenset 
V05  Altissimus.  Honorabiljs  domine,  causa  motiva 
ptwsentis  scripturs  est  hsec.  Ex  magno  cordis 
affectu  audire  desidero  de  vestra  expeditione  pro- 
spera  in  materia  concernente  testanientura  et  volun- 
tatem  venerabilis  viri  J.  V}  militis  per  Ricardum 
Calle  vel  Johannem  Pampyng,  vestros  fideles  scrvi- 
entes;  qood  si  fieri  non  possit  per  relationcm  laloris 
pnKscntium,  michi  cerlificare  dtgnemini,  Cujus  verbis 
audienciam  credulam  pnebere  curetis,  sicut  et  michi 
dare  vcillecis  si  vobiscum  personal  iter  inleressem. 
Scire  insuper  dignelur  vestra  caritas  quod  iste  frjter, 
prrescntium  later,  est  meus  spiritualis  filius,  co  quod 
in  ordinem  per  me  indutus  et  professus  ct  ad  gradum 
sacerdotii  promotus,  jam  per biennum  continuum,  fyit 
sociuset servitor  raeus  satis  solaciosus  in  tempore  mcie 
gravissirtias  inlirmitatis,  in  lahoribus  et  vigtliis  con- 
tinuis,  tam  diurnis  quam  nocturnis,  quorum  occasione 
a  suo  libra  et  studio  fuit  muUirormitcr  impeditus ; 
fiicque  ad  suos  amicos  non  poluil  habtre  recursum 
ad  sui  virtus  et  vestitus  adquirendum  subsidiutn. 

'  5Li  John  KbsIdII. 
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Cui   si  placet   intuitu  caritatis  elemosinam  per  tosJ 
graciose  collatam  Wllelmo  ncpoti  meo  ii^ralisamo 
ulinam  non  infideii&siino,  laLori  pranlicto  dare  curcQSil 
qui  vobis  stiam   indigenciam   fideliter  explanabit 
dicti  nepotis  viciosa  deincrita  ceitissimc  declarabJL 
Unum  enim  scitote,  si  fraler  prafdictus.  circa  meam 
personam    non    fuisset    mullifomiiter    solicims  fgoJ 
pluries  fuissem  niortuus.    Spero  enim  per  Dei  graciaai^ 
circa  festum  ad  Vincula  Petri  vestram  giaciosam  rin- 
tare   presenciani,    et    die    dicti    fratris    graEitudinem 
clariorem  date  noticiam.     Cui  propter  Deum  ad  ma 
cordis  mullirorme  solacium  dicli  bcneficii  ne  denc- 
gctis  suffragium,  sicud  in  vobis  gero  confid'eocitin 
.singular em.      Non   plura  pro  pi^&enti   vobis  offisa^ 
caiamu  digna,   sed   vos,   veslros  et  vestra  defendat 
Trinitas  alma.  Qua;  vos  graciose  consurvet  in  pfo- 
spcris  et  graciosissimis  dtrigat  in  agtrndis.     Scriptua) 
Donewici,  in   vigilia  Translacionis  Sajicti  Thortw 
Martiris. 

Vester  ad  vola  promptissimus   ac  orator  paupet- 
culu^  FratER  J.  B.,  Minomm  minimiu. 


XLV 

A.D.   1460,  Oct.? 

Friar  Bracklby  to  John  Pastom 

[Add.  MS.  34,838.  f.  158] 

Thi-.  W\ia  jippraii  lai/n  hc>liae'n|ihi  IIVc  Nth  xxxvNr.  An  itldlncio'* 
hAv  hern  ?iven  in  Nt.  Jig£oriliif  A|>p«E>Ji3r  Ip  Veii.  ■]■_  IfmUF  riofltlktf 
it  tfD-v  VEldcd  jutl  lKror«  Nd.  }P$,  wr  may  pLac«  ll  v^Krly  in  Oclllbtl  '^ 

Reoenttdo  Wagisiro  >n<o  rf  nmiCi  iingttiari Johanm 
Pasion  armigero  Htiur. 

JHESUS,  Maria,  Raphael.  Johannes  BaptisU,! 

Johannts  Ewa-ngetista,  Franciscus  (iuaidi-j 

anus, cum  Sanctisomnibus,succuranlin<eslisi 

in  tribulation il(us.  Anicn.  rnEcordialissimc 

dominc  cl amice  maAime  singulaiis,  Omissis  pro  pn- 

senl!  vestri  gratititdinis   beneliciis  mihi  sxpiiu  im-j 
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pensis,  rae  humilicne  vestra;  reverencife  tecommendo, 
Penselis,  quseso,  cum  onini  feslinatione  possibtli  in- 
stabilem  virufti,  ittinam  Hibernicum  non  ingratisai- 
inurn,  cujus  nacionis  alkiuales  proprietates  sunt  islic: 
^animo  s:Eva,  vullu  ferox,  lorva  aflatu,  vcrsupellis 
moribus  ct  inCOtiStancio  in  omnibus  bonis  Vila  suis ; 
qui  inter  ccetera  ntagislro  Clcmcnli  rctulit  quod  ex- 
pense aiinuales  magistri  Johaniiis  FaytolIT,  bona; 
memorise,  secundum  fideletn  compotum  se  extcndunt 
omni  anno  ad  ocringentas  marcas  in  Norfolch  ei 
Suffolch,  Sec,  et  quod  idem  miles  vobiscum  faciens 
pactum  pro  iilj.  M',  &c.,  fuit  purus  fatuUS;  et  quod 
idem  vobis  donaloriam  literarum  faciens  fuk  major 
ramus,  &c.,  et  quod  idem  Hibernicus  scit  deteriorare, 
et  diminucTe  bona  mililis  ad  aummam  vigiiiti  ni'  niar- 
carum,  &c.  Ob  revereiitiatn  jbesu  Christt,  cavete 
quod  iuipedialur  omnino  a  suscipieiido  onus  teala- 
menti  quousque  verum  et  integrum  compOtum  rcddi- 
derit  dc  defuncii  bonis  per  euin  receptis  tot  annorum 
evolotis  el  transacris  curriculis,  &c.  Item,  quod  non 
vendat  nee  alienct  maneria,  terras,  tenemenla  cum 
perlinentiis,  nee  commutat  jocalia  nee  cvidenciales 
litems,  nee  pecunias  per  vestruni  genuanum,  W.  P., 
et  per  ipsum  recepLas  London,  Bermondyaeye,  &c., 
cum  jam  sciat  de  multis  ubi  sunt,  &c.  Videtur  mihi, 
salvo  saltern  veslro  meliori  judicia,  quod  de  aliis  per- 
sonis  et  iocis  est  cum  omni  celcritate  possibili  pni- 
denter  providendum  et  politice,  ne  idem  W.  W.  oculis 
luscuR  ct  denigrato  colore,  in  facie  fuscus,  sit  cum 
W.  Yelverton  )udice  confederatus,  et  per  Ducem 
ExonizK  satis  liranizantem  supportatus  et  per  suos 
complices,  &ic.  Sapieiiti  loquor ;  nam  philosopliorum 
princeps  ait  'Cave  ab  hiis  quos  natura  signavit';ct 
tnetrice  dicitur : 

'  Nam  Cillai:  Udens  mens,  moKi  ne  pMifon»i« 
Condudunt  muluo  <}Uod  sil  qitui  fraudisymagci.' 

I>ixi  vobis  quod  non  esset  pro  vobis  nee  vestris  utile 
in  W.  W.aliquam  conttdeatiam  gerere.    Post  vestrum 
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didici  recessum  in  4"'  nostri  coUegii  Tainulis  duplid- 
bus  et  falsjs  cum  nrom  perfidia  contra  voluntMcoi 
mititis  til  ejus  executores  iiiiquiuitis  vinculo  confeda- 
aUs et  astricdii,  sdlicel  Colino  Gallico,  coqutnx  clerico, 
W.  W„  miiilis  secretario  e(  VV,  Eton  ;  nunc  in  ptom^ 
tuario  jitoplcr  Jheaum  Chrislutn   deleantur  de  libro 
venuffseet  uiianimiter  vivenlium  et  a  modo  cum  justs 
nequaquani  conscribantur,  &:c.     Est  vulgaie  piom- 
bium  '  Accordyng  to  ryte  reson  thai  to  oftyn  it  is  in 
ceson,  that  in  trust  is  gret  treson.'    Ideo  cavete  qutid 
Sapiens  dicit  'Qui  cito  credit,  levis  est  corde."    Et 
audilc  scripiur?e  sacras   senlemiara   'A   malo  inquit 
CODsiliario    serva  aniniam  tuam,'^  &c.       Nam  alibij 
Sapientisproclamateloquium:  *Nonestsapientift,non ' 
est  pTudentia,  non  est  consilium  contra  Domiuurn." 
Hsec  Jbi.     In  alienis  negociis  velox,  nee  vivax  crit, 
qui  in  propriis  causi*  piger  existtU     Rogo  attendile  Ctj 
menti  imprimite  diligentcr  quod  revolvllc  quomodaj 
poteritis  resistere  homiiii  tam  perverso  noxara  volenlij 
et   nOcuiuentuin    exccutonbus   infcrre.      Mens  oiu) 
particulani  evangelii  retinet :  'Si  in  vindi  ligno  bocj 
Taciunt  in  arido  quid  fiel?'''     Quasi  dicetet,  si  iMel 
W.  W,  execucorum  ultimtis  <;t  mcTtto  novi&&iinu»  cl 
per  veslram  et  magistri  Thom.'e  Howes  diligenciam 
inscriptus   tacilam    proterviam    gerit,    in    boc   quuj 
exordio,  quid  in  fine  maliciosc  sit  facturus?     Hoc 
penitus  ignoro.      Deo  vos  vestros  el  veslra  eommeudo 
et  prxGBntem  causam.     Recommendetis  me  si  plaicaE] 
recommendandis,    fi:c,      Scriptutn    fcstinanler,  liou 
prima  post  prandiunu    W.  B.,  lator  pnesentis.  antendil 
vobis  si   placeat  humilinie  el  verissime  semtunim. 
Ex  Castre  in  die  Sabbatbi. 

Vcster  ad  vota  promptissinius, 

Frater  J,  B.,  Minorum  mininius- 


*  Luke  KAiiL  31. 


■•'  Hill,  iiovil  9(81. 
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Year  uncertain 

Margaret  Pastok  to  John  Paston 

[A<iJ,  MS.  34,ti39,  [.  [99] 

Tbi'^  IrttFi   i^   Ko.  ro&t  in  llie  InTrnluiy.      The  date  U  nal  cIc&T.  UUi  m 
cell  al  the  end  of  Mcnj^  vi/i  rcie:n_     It  it  probiibly  much  ca^9lc^. 

To  my  ryih  iosntpftU  hushondi,  J^hn  Fasten. 

BYTH  reverent  and  worcepfful  husbonde,  I 
reconmnde  rae  xo  yow,  deaytyng  hertely  to 
here  of  yowre  wellc  fare,  Lhankyn  yow  for 
yowr  letter  and  for  the  ihyngys  that  ye  sent 
roe  ther  with.  And  towchyn  John  Eslegate,  he  com 
nowdyr  non  sent  hedyr  nowt  zyt ;  wet  for  I  sopost  I 
muslborrowyn  money  in  schorte  lime  but  zyf  [««/cjj] 
yc  come  sonc  home  -  for  I  sopose  I  sal  non  have  of 
liym,  so  Godd  helps  me.  I  have  but  iiijf.  and  I 
howhe  nerr  as  meche  mony  as  com  to  the  for  seyd 
som€.  I  have  do  yowr  herrendys  to  my  modyr  and 
my  huncky]  and  as  for  the  feffey-s  of  Stokysby,  my 
hunckyll  syth  that  ilier  be  no  mo  than  he  wrot  to 
yow  of  that  he  knowit.  And  also  I  hauwt;  delyvyrit 
the  todyr  thyiig  that  ye  sent  nie  inselyd  in  the  boxc 
as  ye  comauiidit  me^  and  the  man  seyt,  that  I  de- 
lyverid  it  to,  that  he  wylle  nowl  of  the  bargeyne  that 
ye  sent  hym,  but  sweche  thynggys  be  do  or  he  COme 
ther  that  ye  sent  hym  worde  of,  he  sey  th  that  he  wold 
nowl  be  noysyd  with  no  sweche  thyngis  of  thai  is, 
thill  it  wer  do  in  hes'se  lyme  for  xx.  raarke.  I  sopose 
he  sal  send  yow  word  in  shorte  time  ho  he  wylle  du. 
I  prn.y  yow  that  ye  wylle  weche  save  to  beyn  for  me 
swech  lacys  as  I  send  yow  exsaumpyll  of  in  this  letter 
and  j.  pesse  of  biac  keys  ;  as  for  cappys  that  ye  sent 
me  for  the  chylderyn  they  be  to  lytyl  for  hem.  I 
pray  yow  bey  hem  feyner  cappys  and  larger  than  tho 
wet-  Also  I  pray  yow  that  ye  wylle  weche  save  to 
recomauiide  me  to  my  fadyr  and  my  modyr  ajid 


70 


THE    PASTON     LETTERS 


tellylh  hecr  that  alle  heir  chyldyrryn  ben  ii 
he]e,  hlyssyd  Ije  Gadd.  Heydonis  Tryffe  had 
on  Sent  I'ctyr  day.  I  horde  seyne  that  he 
band  willc  nowt  of  her,  nerr  of  her  chyld  ibat  schc 
had  last  nowdyr,  I  herd  scyn  that  he  seyd,  zyfseht 
come  in  hesse  precence  to  make  her  eskewre  lIui 
he  xuld  kyi  of  her  nose  to  makyn  bet  be  know  wil 
sche  is  ;  and  yf  her  chyld  come  in  hesse  presence,  he 
seyd  he  wyld  kyllyn  he  woUt;  nowl  be  mtretit  w 
have  her  ayun  in  no  wysse,  os  1  herde  seyn.  The 
Holy  Trinile  have  yow  in  Hesse  kepyn  and  send 
yow  helth.  Wretyn  al  Geldision  on  the  Wedynudiy 
nexle  after  Sent  Thomas. — Be  yowris, 

M.  PjtSTON. 


XLVII 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  to  John  Paston 
[Add.  MS.  34,885,  t.  iM] 

Tlic  liaEc  or  itiu  letter,  14 o,  10511  in  llic  lairzntaiy,  H  ilaaUruL.  Iwl  iiuu 
iniinuttiial,  ■.o  we  pjoce  11  H  rheeml  oTthe  iiien  01  Hcjifrjr  vi. 

Ta  ffwre  rigkt  Trusty  and  wei&eioved /oA^t  Pasten. 
Th'ei-1  of  Oxenford- 


IGHT  TruEly  and  wtlbcloved  we  grele  yw 
well.  And  where  as  it  is  not  unkiiowi:ii  to 
you  that  we  wrot  a  bille  to  Maister  Brakle, 
and  yaf  hym  in  comaundement  to  delyver 
yow  a  bille  indentyd  of  x.  mark  owj-ng  to  Johii  of 
Fen,  as  it  apperiih  by  a  bille  indentyd  under  the 
seal!  of  Robert  R«ppis,  jentylman,  wich  by  the  will 
of  John  of  Fen  is  due  ur  to  us,  wher  of  the  safd 
■Robert  shuld  payc  v.  mark  by  his  owne  instaunce  at 
Lammesse  next  comyng  :  We  pray  yow  that  yc  woil 
receyse  the  forsayd  money  for  us  and  deJyver  it  un  to 
Maister  Drakle  as  we  trust  yow.  Wretya  in  owi 
manoi  ofWevenho  the  xw"-  day  of  Jtilij. 
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A.D.  J461  ?  Jan.  ? 

Friar  Bkackley  to  [John  Paston] 

[Add.  MS.  34,889,  f.  156] 

bis  letlEi,  No.  irji7  of  Ihe  InvvniDiy  at  iIitl-  tnd  of  Vul.  in.,  has  fioilale. 

tlilllf  liaoidLiiii  10  iLiic  ii  Kiiiliiy  ihc  mil  Jjiiujry  [4D1.  just  ulin  news  a( 
Ik  [Ic^feal  anpd  ij«irb  of  the  Lhilce  of  VmL  rf.ichc<1  NorTafk  ^  huE  iticr  %varli- 
faiE  tO'  Jf^n  Paston  lu  Hdc  Lu  Ijopidon  with  klJ  Iiaiic  foi  hji  fafcijr  iccnu  su 
jitipty  iliai  Ihe  Ijmcailjbn  p^ti)',  -wiih  their  NaiCutlt  auppoiltri.  (itv*M.I  uf 
Tfiloin,  indcTd,  ait  cipressly  named  berc),  were  nuw  surr  lu  btti  ruJe. 

jHESUS  help,  Marye  mercy,  et  Franciscus 
cum  Sanctis  subveniant  defuncto  et  suis  in 
tribulationibUB.  Amen. 
Pra:cordialis5ime  in  Jhesu  Christo  pric- 
dilecte,  et  omissis  pro  prresenti  singulis  veslram 
amicabilem  benevolentiajn  concernentibus,  propter 
quasdam  matenas  mihi  a  fidedigni5  personis  nuptr 
relatas,  &c.,  equitetis  quam  cJto  potestis  secure  pro 
corporis  vestri  coiiservatione,  Scitotequod  commLs- 
sionarius  J.  Heydon,veslerac  meus  capitals  ininiicus. 
Philippus  Wentworth  et  J.  Andrw  malignaniur  maxime 
contra  vos  et  M.  T.  H.*  et  me  et  alios  vesiros,  Et 
magister  Clemens  et  ego  sequeniur  vos  usque  Colces- 
triam,  ibidem  expectando  donee  vos  aUquem  mLncium 
de  London  illuc  miseritis,  ct  tunc  ad  vOS  Veniemus 
cum  duobusve!  tribus  famulis  nostro  proposito  neces- 
sariis,  R.  Botilere  MallhaeoGowh  vel  Johanne  Lore. 
Sumus  nempe  equcstrcs  pessimi,  nee  ascensum  equi 
seu  descensum  scientes,  sed  adjutotium  ad  minus 
duorum  est  nobis  duobus  neces&ariumf  &c.  Centi  si 
non  tiiset  aura  lam  contraria,  et  pluviolis  niinis,  quarc 
equitare  est  nobis  omnino  necessariura  ;  aliter  vere 
melius  profecissem  pro  me  in  itinere  per  ambulare 
quam  per  equitare.  W.  Y.^  judex  cum  omni  consilio 
Johanni  Heidon  faciet  contra  vos  et  me  el  M.  T.  H. 
quicquid  potest ;  quare  dicit  GregoriuB, '  Minus  Jacula 
feriunt  qu^e  prievidentur,'  Si  W.  P.,  vester  ger- 
manus,  et  T.  Playtere,  cum  associatis  antecederent, 

Ma£u-[riun  TbomsDi  Hovyt,  H  WLUiun  VcLvcnnn. 
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plura  percipere  posseni  quae  jam  non  cognoscem, 
&c.,  uttnamveilctis  \vx  instancJa.  cordiati  consideciK 
in  effeclu.  Notate  q. .'  litcram  a  me  primo  vobis  scrij^ 
tam  dc  pigricia,  &:c.,  quanta  mala  praveniunt  ex  tlla, 
&c.,  W.  Rokcwode  est  logatus  a  VV.  V.  judice  ut  faveil 
sibi  et  Tendale  contra  Wyndham  annigenjtn  pro 
manerio  de  Felbrigge,  cum  perlinenciis,  &t,  et  lunc 
sciiJtLi  utrum  J.  H,  favebit  Wyndham  yel  Judici,  &c, 
cum  ejus  flatus  olim  ailidus,  olinique  frigidus  exisut. 
et  aliquando  nee  calidus  nee  frigidus  sed  satis  tepidm. 
Sed  oretis  cutil  prophcLa,  'Confundanlur  !jui  m< 
persequuRtur  et  non  confundar  ego,  paveaiit  ilU  ct 
non  paveam  ego;  indue  super  cos  diem  affliocionis 
et  diiplici  conlritione  c&nterc  eos.''  domino  Dent 
El  Psalniista  ail  'Averte  mala  inimids  nacis  ct  in 
veritatL'  tuadisperde  illos  ''  el  sequertia.  El  [supcij 
Iniiiikcis  mi'os  despexit  oculus  meus.  Valetc  ii 
Chrislo  Jhcsu.  Scriplum  festinantissime,  feria  xf: 
Recommendetis  me  Hpiicialissime  magislro  T.  H... 
ct  J.  Bemeyc,  &c. — Vuster  ad  vota,  !■'.  J.  B. 

XLIX 

A.D.  1461,  April  ? 
Thomas  Denves  to  John  Pastok 

(Add.  MS.  34.888,  f.  17s] 

ThedBMorihulcdcTU  pr»li»li)v-i  llltlFvatliic  Ihui  ihuoTI 

To  my  nittisttr  Paston. 

LO\V[.,Y  recomaund  me  to  your  maistersbi^^ 
thanltyng  you  as  a  pouer  man  may  do  hill 
maisltj-  ffir  soccuryng  my  wyf,  which  1  *Ct«l 
wele  is  wo  begone  :  praying  you  for  love  ofj 
our  Lard  Jhesu  Crisle  to  take  no  displesir  ihoogli 
not  sent  ne  wrote  to  you  herbeforn  in  this  troi;l« 
that  I  haf.     For  parde  yc  may  conceyve  ilial  I  wai 

)  A-conrmctHin  p«Iiii[Miiicaiilfnr|fi(iiiuAiHBndblium).  Ifw.ltthniU 
\\ivt  Ufcfi  <iTtick  out  sJlOigflhti':  Tor  Ui«  vard^  u  HW /rtnw  (hIiieIi  ui> 
iuertlan  in  tbe  mBtgin)  make  tbe  lenie  dcfinile. 

'  Jrr.  aviv.  iB.  >  Pi.  Iii j.  ([iv.J  }. 
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besy  j  nogh  to  shifft  uiy  self  til  now.  Tnily  the  noise 
cam  sodeynly  and  I  wa--*  withjnne  (he  walli;s  of  yoiur 
Cite,  God  sauf  the  govemour  therof,  for  he  was  bcsy 
to  trappe  me,  more  besy  than  he  wole  be  a  know,  e/ 
per  ftmiiram  in  sports  dimissu!  sum  per  mumm,  tt 
sic  effugi  manus  ejus  ;  but  he  shal  abye,  by  God,  if  I 
lyf,  for  serchyrg  myn  house.  And,  Sir,  as  for  the 
lals  noise,  ^x\ii  your  reverence,  that  he  leyth  on  mc 
and  on  iwcyn  servaunu  ufmyn,  hL*  lyelh  falsly,  your 
reverence  savid ;  for  1  may  haf  an  C.  persones  notable 
and  thrifty,  whan  tyme  comyth,  that,  wole  prove  and 
make  good  by  every  meane,  that  my  servaunt?.,  which 
he  natnelh,  wer  that  same  our  at  Brisle  which  is 
ihens  more  than  xvj.  myle,  and  that  the;  same  our 
and  Llie  same  day  and  a  greet  space  bothe  beforn 
and  afftir.  But  ever  I  besech  your  maistcrBhip  of 
contynuaunce,  and  that  ye  like  to  do  my  wif  help 
and  ciimfnrt  in  hir  dissese ;  for  if  she  wer  not,  God 
knowith,  I  shuld  soone  shyfTt.  And  truly  1  haf  no 
thought  tie  sorwe  but  for  hit.  Wherfore  I  bc-sechc 
you  lowly  for  His  love  that  all  socourith  and 
susteyneth  to  be  good  maister  and  comfort  to  her. 
It  shal  not  be  long  to  hut  that  I  shall  send  to  hir  to 
labour  hir  lo  other  place,  as  for  ony  thyng  touchyng 
me  ellis  but  that.  I  pray  you  also,  if  the  boy  that  is 
hur!  dey,  to  meve  your  t«;nai5nti^  to  thai  himdrid 
wher  he  was  bete  to  do  for  me  and  myn  ;  cilis  can  I 
not  desire  ne  write  at  this  tyme  for  lak  nf  remem- 
Ijraunce.  for  I  am  not  yut  myn  own  man.  Besechyng 
yow  alwey  of  good  maistership.  for  Almyghty  God 
knowith  thai  the  mater  was  falsly  begunne  on  me 
and  usuri'fi  it  is  and  acursid,  SO  wold  our  Lord  1 
never  had  knowyn  it ;  but  silh  I  delid  therwiih  I 
myght  never  recho  it  to  handle  the  mater  to  trouth 
or  reson.  Wherfore  I  am  cOnipeHid  to  do  iher^vith 
unresonably.  But,  genlill  Sir,  socour  my  wif,  and 
be  not  di&plesid  with  me,  and  than  shal  I  do  wele 
with  Goddis  mercy.  Who  Almyghty  preserve  yow  for 
His  mercy.     Wretyn  onavised,  &c. 
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I  pray  you  socour  my  wif,  for  she  is  wedow  yctfof 
me,  and  shal  be  til  more  is  done,  sith  I  se  llm 
neylher  plee,  trety  ne  werre  may  make  my  peas  ;  for 
I  leve  hir  undlr  your  proteccioii  til  I  «Tilc  to  hirlo 
go  thens,  which  shal  be  hastily,  I  suppose,  praying 
you  lo  be  alwty  hir  good  maister,  for  |  purpose  not 
10  se  hir  of  a  while,  though  she  retneve.  Wtcit  Willi 
sorwfulll  hert,  S;c.— Yours,  DEMVEi. 


A.D.  1461,  I  Aug.  ? 
Thomas  Plavter  to  John  Paston 

lAdd.  Ms.  34.S^.  f*  tSl] 

An  KbMTicl  of  Ihii  letter  U  ciwD  in  No.  leei  of  Hit  Apptndii  u  VeL  lit 
The  ycat  in  whidi  il  wa'i  wriilcn  i>  ialMTi,  nm  tintj  fram  ibe  itfaua  a 
t]\e  murder  of  ThuniiLs  flcTiy^.  whkih  vas.  in  July  1 461.  Vjiii  lUa  frtn  ifei 
incDtioa  cf  iJic  p'rorogatlon  orFartiKmflJiL  10  lIic^lJj  ^f  N ovcAib*>« 

Tif  m&itttrjohn  Pasion  Ei^uyer  in  Aait. 

j  LEASE  your  maistership  wete  that  DanjK^ 
of  Grayes  In  enfourmed  me  thai  Kyrg  of 
Dounhain  whiche  slewe  Thomas  Denys  v 
arested  and  in  hold  at  Wysbycht  and  hail 
ben  delyvered  not  had  Fraunceys  Costard  a  taker 
suerte  of  pees  of  hyra  ;  and  so  he  is  kept  in  by  noit 
other  meaiie  but  al  onely  by  suerte  of  pees.  And  t> 
I  felt  by  the  said  Danyell  if  he  be  craftyly  handcled 
he  woll  accuse  many  other ;  but  Danyell  is  loth  to 
name  hem,  but  I  suppose  he  ment  by  Twyer  anJ 
yet  other  nio,  right  sufficient,  and  kalled  of  subsuns. 
Item,  Haydon  hath  payed  ccccc.  marks  and  is 
delivered.  Item  it  is  talked  the  parlement  schal  be 
proroged  tyl  the  iiij.  day  of  Novembre  and  the  Itpg 
trol  in  to  Scotland  in  a)  hast.  Wretyn  in  bast  uf^KS^ 
the  day  of  the  Advencion-^^-Youris, 

Thomas  Pt^iTEn. 

>  Ftobftblynwsaitis  (heFouiofSt,  Peter  w)  ViacoUti  AAfiuU 
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[John]  Pastoh  to  [thb  Duke  of  Suffolk] 
[Adilr  MS.  34,889,  r.  182] 

Thi*  [Hlilion,  No.  kiJs  In  tht  Invetiiury  or  tlocumcji I*  Dl  [he  tnd  of 
VoL  Bii..  rbu^t  noivt  llie^fi  ffrawp  ii^i  ■!  the  tnj  -if  i^fit  ii-r  irt  iUc  Iv^zin^fiR 
of  I4l^(>  whkh  wDuliI  ht  toD^iJL'Tcd  -^lill  146:  in  iho  old  com)  in  la  do  n,  [i 
inu*l  ha*r  hptn  f-ully  Ihrct  "yr.ir^  afXr  Kasfctf'.  .<l«itll,  which  foolc  pincc  on 
Ibc  uh  NovcmrlKr  T*(ii),  mid  ihe  imjiiiiian raeni  of  Rlcbatd  Cklle  in  1461 
(«M  No.  4301  ii^  r^ftrrEd  lu  u  having  isken  plan  'at  Hicbsilnuu  Ibeyesi 
put/  Tbe  noblcrnan  LowliDni  Lhc  KlUion  u  ii^tlreued  ftceau  to  be  tlic 
buke  o(  Snffallc. 

IHAT  it  please  my  lordis  good  grasp  to  be 
^ood  lord  and  supporter  of  Paslon  in  his 
right  and  pi^sscssion  of  the  mancr  till  his 
right  can  be  lawfully  or  he  trete  dispreved 
by  his  adversaries,  consideryng  that  the  said  Pftston 
is  my  lordis  homager  and  vias  nevirayens  his  lord- 
ship and  that  my  lord  is  not  gretiy  behold  to  do  for 
ihe  scid  Pastons  adversaries  as  he  undeistandiCb, 

And  in  case  my  lord  woU  not  supporte  the  scid 
Paston  in  his  right  but  be  indifferent  athwyx  boihe 
parties,  that  thannc  it  please  my  lorde  to  bavc 
consideracion  to  the  right  of  the  mater  as  folowyth 
in  articles  and  ther  upon  to  be  remembird  whedir 
it  be  resonahly  desired  by  WiJliam  Jenney  or  by 
Debcnham  as  his  waged  man  or  for  his  sake  that 
Paston  shuld  leve  the  possession  or  the  takyny  of 
the  profitez  of  the  seid  maner. 

First  to  be  remembird  ihat  the  scid  miner  aswcll 
as  Ihc  maner  of  Nakton  were  Sir  John  Fastolffis, 
and  ihat  the  seid  Paston  of  the  seid  maners  toke 
estalis  at  Cotton  and  attorncmcnt  of  ihc  tcnauntis 
viij,  or  ix.  yere  goo,  in  such  wise  as  the  lenaunles  can 
reporte,  and  continued  there  in  possession  aswell  in 
the  livi^  of  the  seid  Sir  John  as  sithcn,  and  hath  takt 
the  piofitez  therof  sith  the  disccsf  of  the  said  FastolIT, 
except  for  the  lerme  of  Mighelmes  a  yere  piLsscd, 
whech  tyme  the  tenaiintes  were  compellid  by  fors 
of  distresses  to  pay  ayens  ther  wilies  part  of  the  seid 
fite2. 


k»rc 
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And  thai  also  the  title  of  the  edd  Pastoa  to 
seid  raancr  is  not  all  only  by  the  seid  feffemcw  ht 
aswell  by  a  graunl  and  bargeyn  made  a  th»-yx  th 
seid  I'astolff  and  the  seid  Paston  as  by  tlie  last 
of  ihe  seid  Fststolff,  where  by  the  seid  Paston  oogb 
to  take  the  hole  prohtez  or  tht;  seid  turner,  and  also  i 
is  lefull  to  the  seid  Paston  to  kepe  the  seid  mane 
with  fors,  consideryng  he  hath  be  in  possession  lij.  jen^ 
and  more  ;  hough  be  it,  the  sdd  PastOtl  itlletidyth  i 
kepe  the  seid  maner  pesibly  and  non  othe 
And  that  the  pretense  and  cleyme  of  the  seid  Jennry 
is  that  he  schuld  be  infcfTed  with  the  seid  Pasion  in 
the  seid  mancr ;  by  whech  pretense,  if  it  were  trevQ  j 
yet  the  seid  Paston  by  reason  shuld  not  be  put  out] 
of  the  seid  tnancf,  foe  who  sow  evir  had  bteJI  ihc 
by  feffement  or  by  executrie,  Paston  shuld  be  on  ihaH 
had  title ;  hough  be  it,  the  seid  Paston  cleymyth  not 
in  that  forme,  but  by  Che  titdl  of  bis  bargeync  ami 
by  the  seid  Fastolflfis  will. 

Item,  to  be  remenibird,  whech  tyme  as  my  lord  ini 
wretyn  his  lettirs  and  sent  his  servauntes  for  the  eyde 
and  supporte  of  the  seid  Paston  to  take  the  proGtQ 
of  the  seid   maner  of  Nakton   as  of  the  maner  of 
Cotton,  desyryng  the  tenauntes  to  the  seid  PastoOi 
the  seid  Jeiiney  wold  have  no  consideracion  thcrto; 
hough  be  it,  though  he  were  a  feffe  he  had  no  tiiell 
to   trike   the    seid   piofitez,   Consider)'ng  he  is  non 
executor,  but  presumptuously,  havyng  no  considerj- 
cion  to  iny  lordis  lettir  ner  sendyng,  eompellid  ihe 
tenauntis    by   distresses   to   pay   hym    more   beselfJ 
thanne  any  feffe  or  executor,  and  now  at  this  sanni 
tymL'  hath  be  at  Nakton  and  reseyvid  as  moch  tnonyj 
as  he  coud  gader  there. 

Item,  where  al  Mighelmesse  the  yere  passed  tht 
seid  Paston  sent  his  sooe,  a  servaunl  of  my  Lotdii 
and  also  R.ichard  Callc,  servaunt  li>  the  seid  Paston 
put  to   hym  by  my  Lordis   fader'   to  reseyve  ih 

I  VV4lluni  Vtia  Pole,  lite  unroriunalc  DuVi:  ot  SulToU..  mui\Stttii  I 
I  f^D.       Il  i'.  a  uirtx  iif  ■'■rormalicin  wbkh  u-c  llg  not  UKrt  oil)!  ilwlwU 
Ihat  Rktiiuxl  CbLIc  entcrcit  Ihc  nervier  o(  ihe   Paiioiu  by  ihu  d«^^f 
rrcoTnni  md  ultD  n  - 
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profitez  of  the  scx4  raanet  as  thei  had  do  many  yeres 
before,  the  seid  Jenney  ded  arest  the  seid  Calle 
for  a  thef  and  as  a  thef  caried  hyni  to  ih'entent  thai 
ihc  lenauntes  shuld  be  drscoraged  to  pay  the  seid 
Paston.  Whech  tyme,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Calles  kynred,  it  pleased  my  lord  to  write  to  the 
seid  Jennt'y  at^d  Debentiam  for  the  deLlverauns  of 
the  seid  Calle ;  to  which  letteris  they  nouther  tolce 
hede  nor  reputacion,  but  by  that  soiilCe  reseyved  the 
profitee  of  the  seid  maner,  the  seid  Paston  havyng 
non  help  by  my  seid  Lordis  writyng  cior  sendyng. 

W'herfore  please  my  Lordis  good  lordship  lo 
supporte  the  seid  Paston  in  kepyng  of  his  right  and 
possession  till  it  be  disprcved  or  knowc  onlawfull, 
and  the  seid  Pas.ton  will  applye  to  such  meanea  a&  it 
pleasilh  my  Lord  to  take  wherby  the  right  of  the 
mater  may  be  undirstond  and  delermined. 

And  also  thai  it  like  my  lord  to  remenibir  that  it 
is  not  behofefull  for  any  prinse  lightly  to  geve  trust 
or  to  applye  to  the  desires  of  any  persones  that  have 
geve  hym  cause  of  mistrust. 


LII 
A.D.  1462-^  Dec 
tAROAKET  Pastom  to  Jouw  Paston 

[Add  MS,  34,889,  f.  198] 

Thik  Icticc.  No.  icfi]  in  Ihr  Invcninrr,  mini  lie  bftwccn  the  year*  14:4 
vKeli  !^ir  Juhii  F^asmlf  died  1[a<<  H-ellbuen  liclanged  ta  bun)  and  146).,  A-'^ 
Jotm  Pa^lon  liird  m  May  14661  'Itx  moil  prabiibTc  year  15  either  14CV  or 
I^Sj,  for  H  is  ntrnTioELnl  bcHT  Ihal  Pi?tnn's  fljixiaicr  Ht  S-Viiinsthitpe  ha^ 
found  9flcurjiy  Tur  ibc  paymeryi  of  bi^  rem,  lUiil  Kicbnrd  Calle  had  Iciricd 
four  marluTenL  cf  him  m  f''tKrunry  14-64.     ^ee  No-  iM- 

Tii  my  rytic  worchepfull  huibend,  Jen  Paston,  be  thyi 
Itffyr  dtlyvtryd  in  haste. 

IVTH  worchepfull  hvisbond,  I  recomand  me 
to  yow.     Plesyth   it  yow   to  wot  that  Jon 
Jeney   was    here  with   me  thys   daye  and 
told  me  that  ye  desyiryd  that  I  shold  do 
make  a  dyche  at  Heylysdon,  and  the  seson  is  not 
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for  U>  do  make  no  new  dechys,  nor  to  repare  noaH 
old  tyll  it  be  aflyt  Crj-stmas,  as  it  is  lold  me,  and  so  " 
1  sent  yow  word  in  a  Icttyi  mots  thane  a  monythc     . 
goo;  1  wol  nol  wherlyr  ye  h;ul  the  ItUyr  ot  not.  iai^t 
I  had  non  answer  iher  of  Fro  yaw.     Jone  UyngayncW 
recoTnandytli  hyr  to  yow,  and  prayitli  yow  for  (joddyi 
sakt  ihat  ye  wole  be  hyr  good  raa5[)T,  and  itiAije 
wole  w^chesave  to  spek  to  Hwe  of  Fen  for  hyr,  lor 
it  i»  so  that  serteyn  lyvelod  whyche  byr  husbond  lud 
in   Engham  was  cast  in  the  kyngys  hand  in  liyi 
husbandys  lyve,  and,  as  she  undyrstandyth,  it  las 
do  in  hys  fadyrys  lyve  ;  of  the  whyche  hyr  husband 
spok  to  Hwe  of  Fen  ther  of  in  hys  iyve  to  helpcihat 
he  myth  be  dyschargyd  iher  of,  and   Hwe  of  Fen 
promysyd  hym  verily  that  he  had  mad  an  ende  ther 
in  and  dyscharfj'd  hym,  and  that  he  shold  never  be 
hurt  nor  trubtyd  lhc;r  for;   and  now  the  La&t€  «dl^ 
Barnard  the  undyr  scheryfe  sent  downe  a  wirant  10  V 
sesc  the  lond  for  the  Kynge,  and  so,  but  [wuVjj)  he 
have  xxj.  for  a  fyne  within  shorte  tyme  he  wol  sot 
suffyr  her  to  have  the  avayle  of  the  iondys.     WbtfH 
fore  she  prayith  yow,  for  Goddys  sak,  that  yc  wole  ^ 
purvey  a    mene  tliat   llwe  of   Fen    may  save  hyr 
liarmles,  in  as  niyche  as  he  promysyd  hyr  husbond 
to  purvey  ther  fore  in  hys  l>-v-e  ;   and  if  it  plcse  nvi 
yow  lo  spek  to  hym  ther  of,  that  it  plese  yow  to  do 
John  Paiston  or  Thomas  Playter  ot  sudhj  othyr,  thM 
ye  thynlt  that  cane  undyrstande  the  mater,  for  lo  spek 
to  the  scyd  Hwe  of  Fen  ther  of  in  hyr  name,  ana  w 
serge  the  kyngys  bokys  ther  fore,  if  ye  Ihynk  that  il 
be  for  lo  do,  and  sche  wol!  ber  the  cost  ther  of.    Aj 
for  the  mater  that  zc  wold  I  schold  spek  lu  Wylliam 
Worcester  of  towchyng  the  false  foigytl  tvydcns,  I 
can  not  spek  with  hym  yet;   hy^  w>-fe  scyih  allwc 
that  he  is  onto  when  that  I  send  for  hym.     Vowyt 
femiore  of  Sweynyslhorpe  halhe  fownde  suertc  fof 
yowyr  dme,  as  Rych;iTd  Calle  tellyth  me,  so  that  yt 
seholl   be  plesyd  when,  ye  come  home.      And  tti« 
blyssyd  Trinite  have  yow  in  Hys  kepyng.     Wtetyn 


iQ  hasl  on  the  Monday  next  aftyr  Seynt  Andrew.— 
By  yowyr,  M.  P. 


A,D.  1463?,  14  Jan. 

[John  Paston  to  Marcaret  Paston] 

[Add.  MS.  34,889,  f.  183J 

Thi^  iMrer  L.  So.  co^ft  in  ihe  Invsnwri'.  Ths  MS.  K  a  rouah  J\n!l  in 
Jobn  fa^lQn'^  lianri,  nmi  I  here  can  be  na  dcub-L  Lo  vhoni  it  ir  u  addfUded. 
Ak  lo  rb«  ye^r  m  i^'biuh  ii  n-a^  wricicn  ibcTf  ii  n>3  poruEive  Evidence  ;  but 
IXinhcnf  y  anil  C«llc  ""fc  l«ili  wlili  Mflniatc"  P«vt(>n  in  ibi  btginninfi  of 
!<&].(>«  No.  *80),  and  ihe  flnly  ihiiig  aeiin"  ihai  daleu  Ibel  Maieairi 
ivrifiHg  10  her  ^luban^J  ^ibcii  id  (.untlcpn)  an  Lhe  ■^[Ii  QfLn^wledgci  4>Eily  a. 
ttiici  >-r  ilie  otb.  Thi>,  however,  mighi  wfII  be  owiriK  ii>  the  dlituibed 
>lalti  «r  Ihe  counln'.or  It  may  be  ihikl  th«  pfe^cnt  letter,  wbitb  is  on^y  :■■ 
(Infl,  wat  not  mlly  dcspotchcJ, 

RECOMAND  me  to  yow  and  have 
reseyvid  your  lellir,  which  causith  me 
to  writ*!  in  the  lettir  that  J  send  lo  yow, 
Daubeney  and  Richard  Calle,  certeyn 
articles  touchyng  the  rewle  of  myn  hows  and 
myn  liveiode,  as  ye  shall  undirstand  whanne  ye 
see  hem.  Also,  1  send  yOw  in  the  same  Icttlr  a. 
billc  of  all  the  malt  that  remaynd  at  Mighelmes. 
J  suppose  ye  have  non  such  of  it,  Nevirthelesse  it 
hi.d  be  convenient  it  had  be  had  amongiis  your 
servauntis  and  yow.  Also  I  woll  ihal  zc  warnc  both 
Daubeney  and  Richard  Calle  that  thei  disclose  nat 
what  malt  I  have,  ne  what  I  shall  sclle,  ne  thai  on 
marchant  knowe  nat  what  an  other  hath,  for  ther  is 
pet  spies  leid  her  at  London  for  ingrosers  of  mall 
to  heyghne  the  prise  ;  holigh  be  it  myne  Is  not  but 
of  myn  owne  growyng  and  my  lenauiitis. 

Also  1  lete  zow  welf,  I  faile  mony  here  and  must 
oedya  have  up  motiy  al  this  tyme  foi  sped  of  my 
maters,  so  that  it  may  come  up  savelj-  whanne 
James  Gresham  and  othei  attornes  come  up  al 
the  begynnyng  of  this  terme.  with  whom  Richard 
Calle  may  come  the  same  tyme.  And  peraventure 
2  C 
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some  trusl^  carier  ...  at  this  tyme;  and  with  hyc 
myght   some   inony  come  trussid    in  some   fardclH 
not  Icnowynge  Lo  the  caiier  that  il  is  no  mony  bul 
some  other  clothe  or  vestement  of  silk  or  tfayng  of, 
cha^rge.      Wherfore  take  avise  of  such  as  ye  tnisl 
and  purvey  that  I  may  have  up  at  this  lyme  j.c. 
of  gold  after  the  old  coynage  and  xx/i.  in  grotes. 

Item,  if  I '  myght  have  sur  cariage,  I  "fold  btvt 
heder  all  the  gylt  plate  that  Richard  Calle  jefd  up, 
he  can  tell  wur  and  I  Irovrc  ye  know  a.lso;  and  ij. 
potell  pottis  and  a  rosting  iron  of  silver  (?)  lyth  it 
ihc  same  place,  for  il  shuld^  stand  me  in  gret  stohei 
if  it  mygtti  be  do  closly  and  auerly.  Item,  ake  tR<r 
men  of  yowr  counsel. 

Wret  the  monve  next  after  Sent  Hillary, 
Item  leve  a  bill  indorcid  what  ye  takeaney  iTjrcj 
take  any. — Your  own,  &c. 


1,IV 

A.U.  1463-7,  3  Nov. 

Cecily  Dawke  to  Sir  John  PasTON 

[Add.  MS.  J4,SS(i,  r.  r66| 

Thh  ItfTcr,  No.  iotS  in  Ihc  Inveiilory  Jt  the  iinid  vi  \'n}.  in..itt 
ncpt  CBrliFr  thbn  i^fiji  ivllcn  Sir  Jobn  Paslon  recaivcd  hia  Ltu^ hilfa 
probably  bclonga  lo  .a  pcriud  bcfori;  hi?  AirUiliaiii  »illi  Anne  Ma 
rin(*pfiPir»  en  the  wen*  in  ihe  .luiiiiiicr  ol  14^8. 

To    ike   right  tmrshtpfuUy   and   with   my  /atikftil 
kert  and  service  full  eriiyer/y  btlot'cd  gadc  matslef,  j 

Sir  John  Fasten. 

IGUT  worshipfgll  Sir,  and  with  my  failli/uH 
hertc   and    service    full    entierly    beloved 
(lode  niaisler,  in  my  moste   humble  rjs; 
1  recommaund  me  unto  your  ^oode  moisire*  i 
Pleace   it   the  same  lo  wite    that   1    ihenlw 
right  longe  to  I  have  veerey  knolege  of  your  wctfart,| 
the  which  undrestande  wil  be  to  me  right  (jrete  com- 


ship. 


'    'ItWI,  I    I,'  M^. 


^  '  Sliuld  tbiili    11$. 
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fort.  And  ihal  causelh  me  to  write  unto  you  as 
nowc.  And  also  to  late  you  wite  that  I  herde 
rcperie  ye  shuld  be  wedded  unto  a  Doughter  of  the 
Duchez  of  Somerset,  which  niatet,  and  I  spak«  with 
yoii,  I  Couth  Cnrorme  your  tnaistership  that  were  to 
longe  to  write  as  nowe.  Hut  1  shal  and  do  pray 
God  dayiy  to  s«ndo  you  such  one  unto  your  worldes 
make  that  wiL  drede  and  faithfully  unfeyned  love 
you  above  alle  othir  erthely  creatures.  For  thai 
is  most  excellent  richesse  in  this  worldc,  as  I 
su(>pose.  For  erthely  gOodes  bene  transsitory,  and 
wedding  contynues  for  terme  of  lyfe,  which  with 
some  folke  is  a  full  long  terrae.  And  therfore,  Sir, 
savyng  your  dtspleasir,  me  scmci  wedding  wolde 
have  goode  avysemenl.  Moreover,  Sir,  like  it  your 
niaistership  to  undirstond  that  wynter  and  colde 
wcders  draweth  negh,  and  I  have  but  fewt  clothez 
but  of  your  gift,  God  than ke  you.  Wherefore,  Sir,  and 
it  like  you,  I  besech  your  gode  mafsteischjp  that  ye 
■will  vouchsafe  to  remcmbre  me  your  sctvaunte  with 
some  lyverey,  such  a5  pleaselh  you,  ayens  this 
wynter,  to  make  me  a  gown  to  kepe  mt-  from  the 
coldii  wedders.  And  that  1  myght  have  it  and  such 
answare  as  ye  pleace  in  the  premisses  sente  unto  me 
be  the  bringer  herof.  And  I  schal  contynuwe  your 
oratTi\  md  pore  servaunie  and  hertcHy  pray  to  God 
for  your  proHperite,  ^Vhom  I  besech  have  you,  Right 
worshipful  Sir^  and  with  my  faithful  hene  and 
service  full  cnricrly  beloved  gode  raaisler,  in  His 
blessed  Rovernauncc.  Wrilem  at  Hellowe  the  iii'*''- 
Day  of  Novembre.  Ckcile  Daune. 
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Jaw  uf  ihit  ltii«i  in-i  the  king's  ^ama  l-e  iHatmbta^ti. 
pirllmiiKcy   notr   lu   Nih   tSft      -^'i   abMiacl  or  Ibii   letter  bu  il 


LV 
A.D,  r  464,  1 5  Feb. 

Cl-EMENT   PaSTON   TO  JOHH    PaSTON    SeNIOB 
[Add.  MS.  M.8S9.  t  a] 

I'oHhc 
rlimiidri 
api>uicd  in  Lhc  Appcndir  (o  Val.  tit.,  No-  too}. 

Til  Ays  ryihe  '.vonhy/tiU  broder,  John  PrntoK  llufJtr, 
Si^vycr  it  thii  ddyvcryd. 

\(  iDER,  I  recomawnde  me  to  zowc.   Aiter 
(inv  rccomiuendacions,  iS;c.     h±  for  H 
I'cnnys  obligacion,  Zflvcrtnn  Icnowlai 
it  to  Le  Sir  John  Fastolfe  is  dedc-opyttfj 
in  lln;  Esciheker,  and  ther  he  hadde  is  jugemcnt 
receive  the  raoiiy  and  k/».  for  domages.     And  ihi 
report  here  that  they  havi;  a.  schreve  after  her  cnb 
ibiit  wyll   tiiak  hom  execucion,  or  eliis  return  t 
ye  have  wastyd  the  godis  of  the  dedi: ;  so  that  tl 
wyll  have  execucion  of  zowr  own  goodis,  or  ellys 
wryc  to  tak  z«wr  body.     Thus  ze  may  se  they 
no  Tors  wat  they  doo,  thow  they  xwld  lesse  and  st; 
all  the  goodis  of  the  dede  ;  And  ther  for,  for  savar ii 
(if  goodis  of  the  dede,  better  it  wer  to  sufft-r  tak  sufll' 
trete  than  to  suffer  the  goodis  thus  to  be  lost.     Alu 
Zelverton  hathe  bun  at  all  the  tenauntis  in  So*lhe- 
werk  and  chargid  hem  to  pay  no  mony  but  to  hym. 
Also    the   kyng   hathe    ben    in    Glowcctescha  ^nd' 
pwnyssede  hys  rel>ellious  a  zens  the  lawe,  and  so  he 
entendilhe  to  doo  in  Norfolk,  and  after  that  in  odtf 
conlreez.     God  iievc  grasse  and  good  spede  m  hjt 
jornay.     No  more  hut  I  pray  Gode  have  Jtow  in  hys 
kepyng.     Wrelyr  on  Hasse  Wednysday  in  haste. 

Also  I  pray  zou,  send  me  ^b.  tbal  I  tok  J 
Gressam  and  John  Pampyng  forzowr  materis.  Mi 
iher  is  no  man  that  hathe  conlfntyd  ony  thyng  in 
(he  Kyngis  Benche  of  a!l  Ihys  term  for  zour  malcrit, 
and  ihat  makythe  the  clerkisand  zowr  AturnaywerT. 


I 


I  trow  r  xail  be  fajn  to  contente  hem  or  dlys  they 
iall  be  unpayyJ.^-Zowr  broder, 


A.D.  1464,  iS  April 
Clement  Paston  to  John  Paston 
[Add.  MS.  34,889,  f.  7) 

Thii  iMler  W.1S  writCMi  in  April  14^.  •htii  wilntun'!.  btgaa  to  be 
•■amii'nj  iilwiil  Ki>ilo1f'>»'ill.  ^?t  Nn.  IM.  The  piiifj  MlsofEJuraid  iv, 
iliow  vhj.)  hp  wa«  ill  Keni  (ai  D:i[  ifortlj  an  (bt  i^tL  Ajid  ifiih  isf  ih.^i  niaiKb, 
vxl  he  inLiiivdvalFfy  afLer  «IArr«d  for  VorL-  Ait  ahatr.u:i  uf  tbj^  IcIteE  -ap- 
pears in  rlie  Apircnttii  [0  Vol.  ill,,  No.  ids;,  inixtiilcd  Wedunday  a/Irr 
SI.  CeurGC<;]  April). 

Tff  my  rygth  wonhepjul  broder  John  Paslon  Sqnvyer. 

rOHT  woTshypfuU  brothyr,  I  recomawnde 
me  10  aOw.  After  all  dew  recomcndacions, 
&c.,  plesse  it  zow  to  well  that  after  titat  I 
had  harde  ^Ay  that  llie  person  of  Blowfelde ' 
wasse  com  lo  town  I  vent  to  hym  to  his  in,  iiiid  he 
bade  the  meseiiger  say  thai  lie  wasse  not  within,  and 
1  bad  hyra  say  a  gayn  that  I  conn;  thyder  to  liym  for 
hys  own  worchep  and  avaylc  and  that  I  w&s^e  soiry 
that  I  com  ho  for  for  hym  ;  and  after  ihit  he  sent  for 
me  and  \\\i  cowdt;  not  fynde  ine,  and  I  harde  say 
thcr  of.  And  than  I  nTott  a  letter,  re:?ytyng  how  that 
he  wassc  sworn  yesterday  for  to  say  the  Irowthc  of 
al  maner  of  materis  consernyng  Sir  John  Faslolfe, 
avysyd  hym  to  remember  qwat  hys  -wytnesae  hadde 
sayd  for  hys  sake,  and  wat  schame  it  xwldc  be  to  hym 
to  say  the  .contrary  ;  And  also,  if  bt  sayde  ihe  con- 
trary, ae  wold  heraftcr  prove  the  trowlhe  and  contrary 
to  hys  sa.yyng,  and  prove  hym  in  a  perjuri.  And  also 
I  badde  hym  remember  with  wat  maner  of  men  he 
delt  wythe  ;  and  I  rehersyd  how  untrwly  thty  hadde 
don.  And  not  with  standyng  thys,  after  I  met  with 
hyra  in  the  streit  and  spak  with  hym,  and  1  fownd^ 

t  TtwiDU  Hovrcs. 
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hym  passyny  strawngeiy  disposyd  and  sor  mevyd 
with  consiens  ihat  ae  xwid  have  the  lond  and  fownd 
the  cols^e  but  witK  an  C.  marcs,  not  wiLli  stoodrn 
ht  myth  fynde  in  hys  consien^  by  the  well  ihjt  th 
colage  xwld  be  fowndyd  in  a  noder  plasse  bxil  with' 
an  C.  ma.rcs,  and  ihe  rcminaunt  of  the  lylodc  sold  so 
ihat  he  myth  pwroe  the  mony  ;  so  I  felt  by  h)nn!iai 
all  hys  scmwngenes  from  zow  is  for  he  demyiht  ihal 
ze  wold  parte  from  no  Chyng;  and  I  told  byui  the 
contiaiy  iherof  to  betnve,  az  thisdayheiseuiyminctl 
up  on  a  bok  to  sey  the  trowthe  of  all  thynges  as  the 
juge  will '  aske  liyin,  for  the  jugeis  iuformadan  i  wj-ch  , 
I  trowe  wyll  not  be  good.  Also  they  have  pwt 
ieiUs  azens  zow  iij"  or  iiij**  men,  Mayster  RoL 
Kent  wold  sayn  that  ze  xwle  gett  iow  ij.  lycervs  of  the 
])rioris  of  zowre  wytnes.  Mayster  Clement  and  ihc 
monke,  wilh  an  A°  datt  beryng  before  the  coinyi^ 
up  -,  for  (hat  must  ye  ncdis  have.  Also  he  wold  syikj 
that  ze  xwld  coni  to  thys  towne.  Me  tbawie  by  : 
Tliomas  that  ihey  have  aswerte  in  maner  that  k  xafl' 
havo  no  lycens  for  Kour  fundacion.  And  [i.r.  ifj  ihcjf 
be  abowie  to  gett  a  lycens  to  fovrnde  the  coiajjc  in  i 
iioder  place,  me  ihynltylhe  that  wold  hurte;  htr 
colour  is  for  cause  kc  can  gett  no  lycens  to  fownJc 
it  at  Caster ;  werfor  thow  zour  wyll  wer  Irw'c,  ihej 
myth  lawfully  fownde  ti  in  a  noder  place.  My  1.of' 
ChawncL'Ier  *  is  gone  Lo  Zork  and  wyll  not  be  her  i 
all  ihys  term.  Wrytyn  on  Wednisdajr  nexsl  be  for 
Saynl  George- 

The  Kyng  hathe  ben  in  Kent  and  ther  ben  cndicyd 
many  for  Isleis  dethe  ;  and  he  wyll  com  to  town  iliii 
day  azen  and  he  wyl  not  tary  her  but  forthe  to  Zork 
straytt.  By  Clement  P,\stok. 

'  ''will.'    la  MS.  '  Hr<,'  *h\d\  Duchi  le  icad  '  miih' ',  cviilcnllj  •  ilipif 

'  Appanntly  laii^loK  an  intti  date. 

*  Dcorgi  Nevill,  Bitbop  or  Kx«iR,  aTtcrmrd^ AichUdiei)  oTVvl. 
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LVIl 

A.D.   1464,  37  Nov, 

fBiR  Walter  Bloukt  to  the  Prior  of  Norwich 
[ks.  in  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge] 
To  i/ie  Prior  of  Narwuh. 


jEVEREND  fader  in  God,  1  recoinaunde  me 
to  you.  And  for  so  tnuche  the  K.yngs 
hyghnesse  is  adverlysed  ye  shuld  have  in 
.  .  .  .'  Certayn  goodes  of  John  Pastons  lo 
the  value  of  vjj.  or  vuj.  m'  mark  whtrin  ihe  Kyng  is 
entytilled  by  such  processe  of  owtlawryas  is  awarded 
ayenst  Ihc  said  PastOn  ;  Wberefor  in  the  Kynges 
name  I  charge  you  thai  if  any  such  good  be  in  your 
governance  -  or  within  your  monastery,  ye  suffer  noon 
of  thaym-s  to  passe  oute  of  your  garde,  but  suerle  to 
Itepethaym  unto  the  Kynges  behouffe,  uiilo  ye  tyme 
ye  have  otherwise  in  comaundment,  as  ye  will  answer 
at  your  penile  and  in  eschewing  ht^  gret  displeasur 
and  such  jeopardies  as  by  the  lawe  myght  ensue  to 
youie  over  gret  damage,  which  I  ne  wold.  And  of 
yoUT  disposicioji  herln  iit  like  you  I  may  be  cerlitied 
in  writing  by  the  berour  herof.  And  Oure  Lord 
have  you  in  his  keping.  Wryten  at  London  ihe  xxvij, 
day  of  Novembre  anno  Ixiiij"*. 

J  By  the  Tresorer  of  Ingland, 

^^  SvR  Water  Bloukt. 


'  A  vinil  or  rwo  Mkelblc, 

>  So  (be  word  '^evm-;  lo  li;ive  be^n originally,  but  rbe  wHtm^  i<  laded,  apd 

mDdem  bond  huaiicmpLtiJ  lojuiort  (hebegiDmngafi  *fur  .  .  .* 
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LVIII 

A,U.  1464? 

Anokvmous  to  Master  Rotbhwku- 
[Add.  MS.  35,597,  f.  6J 

Tills  tFtirr  would  Hrm  10  be  at  uliuiji  [lie  jamc  ilsie  u  Na  I 

LISTER  Rothewell,  please  you  to  remembR^I 

as  for  the  mater  thai  Joho  Paston  and 
Thomas  Howys  comownyd  with  you  of,  in 
whiche  they  desyred  specialy  ihe  good  lord- 
ship, suppod  and  lieipe  of  my  l^ordis  of  Wynchcstn 
and  Beauchamp  foracomplishement  of  tlie  wUlof  he 
testatour^  and  in  esshewynge  of  costis.  And  whcrt  i 
ye  meovyd  lo  knowe  the  mattrys  that  were  coDtivycd] 
be  otherys,  wc  undirslonde  and  have  Itnowlege  of  Uti 
lyme  it*  stondeth  in  these  materys  folwyng. 

Fyrst,  the  seyd  Testalour  be  hise  lesteinent  namy 
the  seyd  Lordys  and  ihe  seyd  John  Paston  and 
Thomas  Howys  and  othyr  extcutorys,  and  wolde  asi 
for  the  admynistracion,  kep>'ng  and  execucion  of  hil 
goodis  shuld  be  lakyn  and  doo  be  ihe  seyd  PasioB 
and  Howys  duryng  here  lyves,  if  ihey  wil!  lake  sd 
Riynistracion  ;  and  if  ony  of  hem  loo  dcsese  or  refuc 
the  admynistracion,  the  tothyr  to  chese  to  hym  on  of 
Ihe  remnaunt  of  the  executorys  to  execute,  &c.   And 
if  bothe  deyc,  noon  chosyn,  Ihanne  tweyne  to  be 
chosyn  be  the  executorys  levyng,  or  the  more  part 
of  hem,  to  admynislre  in  lyk  wise.     And  they  too 
that  do  occupye  to  have  recourse  to  my  »eyd  lonjis 
and    the  othyr    executorys    in   takyng    here    good 
avyse  chargeable  and  requysit  materys.     And  this  is 
oon  tnatere  that  othyr  namydin  the  Testament  grucbe 
with.    NotwithstantJyng,  as  for  ony  avauntage  that  wc 
cleyme  to  have  by  it,  we  wyll  be  agreable  ta  ony 
mean  resonable  that  oiire  seyd  lordis  wyli  ordcyne 
to  the  good  disposecion  of  the  goodys  accordyng  to 


1  Sir  Jobn  FulolF. 


1  it.     MS.,  rekdl  'in.' 


testatorys  mtect,  Or  to   Ony  meane 
jncyensly  or  lawefully  be  meovyd. 

Item,  a^  for  liise  wyll  touchyng  hese  goodie  on 
luevable,  a£  hese  londi^  and  tenamentis,  the  seyd 
testatour  hatlie  at  alt  tymes  this  xx.  yeer,  in  all 
wylUs  that  he  hathe  made,  ordeynid  that  a  gret  part 
ofhySe  seyd  londis  shuld  gOO  to  the  fundacion  of  a 
collage  at  Castreof  vij.  monkysor  pristisand  vij.  pore 
folke ;  and  he  by  hyse  last  wyll  ordeynid  thai  the  seyd 
John  Pa&ton  shuld  have  all  the  londis  and  tencmentis 
in  Norflolke,  Suffolke  and  Norwyche ;  and  that  the 
seyd  Paston  shuld  at  hese  cost  inmorteyse  and  indewe 
the  seyd  Collage  and  paye  iiij™'  mark  to  be  dj^sposed 
for  the  tcstaiouris  soule,  as  is  declaryd  in  the  seyd 
wyll  more  pleynerly.  And  as  for  the  remnaunt  of  the 
lyflode  to  be  sold,  and  the  mony  thereof  com ynge  to 
be  disposed  be  thoo  personys  that  he  hathe  ordeynid 
lo  have  the  execucion  of  hise  wyll  ard  testament. 

And  as  for  thys  matcre  of  the  Collage,  there  shall, 
be  the  mene  hereof,  more  mony  growe  to  the  handts 
of  the  mynistrorys,  what  soo  ever  they  bee,  and  also 
lesse  labour  thanne  shuld  have  doo  and  thys  hadde 
not  bee,  in  cas  the  seyd  mynistroHs  woSde  intende  to 
parforme  ony  will  chat  the  seyd  Testalour  made  thys 
XX.  yeer.  And  also  it  shalbe  well  provyd  that  the 
seyd  Testatour  was  dysposed  to  have  doo  more 
largely  to  the  seyd  Paslon  thanne  is  conteynid  in 
the  seyd  wyll  if  he  hadde  levyd  the  tyme  to  have 
expiessyd  and  parformyd  hise  wyll  and  entent. 

Wherfor,  plese  my  seyd  lordis  to  take  suche  a 
direccion  that  the  may  undiirstonde  the  trouthe  of 
these  tnaterys,  and  to  shewe  here  good  lordshepys 
and  favour  accordyng  to  the  trouthe  in  parformyng 
of  the  Te5titour)'s  wyll,  and  in  sesynge  of  voyd  costia 
of  hese  goodis.  And  that  they  wall  geve  ooo  cre^ 
dence  to  siiiche  as  wyll  upon  here  owyn  imagynacionys 
for  maleyse  or  invye  intendyng  to  contrarye  the 
dedys  wyll  or  niys  spendc  hese  goodis  .  .  , 

In<Iors«d  by  another  hnnd: — 
A  letter  to  RotbtwEll  oi  VVotcesIet  ot  of  Watkyo  Scbyddiin. 
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LIX 
*.D.  1465,  15  Jan. 
[John  Pastok]  to  Margaret  Paston  and  othim 
lAdO,  MS.  34.SS9,  f.  15] 

The  coniiTiis  af  lliLi  Idler  iLow  It  ta  b«  o(  ibf  veu  ifti,  *btii  Dim>ih 
,ir.J  Callc.  a.-,  wc  know,  weie  witb  Munict  f'ailon  (uc  Ka  tSltl  fc- 
r^rcnfr  u  nude  lo-  thf  dif^plc^a^ure  Sir  J^hn  Fallen  hAd  sitcn  totatt  t^ 
piuoiu.  in  146)  (g«  Ne.  tSlM.  nnil  '^^l  hia  mqihi;r  wjitei  al«gttiit  nan 
hifriip  in  May  of  this  v«ir(Nci.  QOO)  (ro«  W  tDnfifin  Ihe  dale  Fbffhr 
jirQof  wkll  lir  foiiBid  'ill  itiF  f.^tnciLc  aL  p,  94. 

Tij  my  mas  tret  Margrett  Fasten,  and  to  myvftiMmi 
Frrndis^Johti  jyanl'nify  ohH  Rkhatd  Caflt. 

PRAY  yow,  sec  to  the  god  govemaunrt  of 
my  liousold  and  gaydynge  of  other  ihjmf 
touchyng  my  profile,   and    thai  ye,  still 
Daubeney   and    Ricliard    Calle,   ajid  wit 
other  such  of  my  Trendis  and  sen^auntis  as  can  avis 
yow  aftir  the  mater  requirelh,  wtkely  take  a 
comunecacion  of  such  thynges  as  be  for  to  do, 
oftenner  and   ncde  be,  takyng  avise  of  the  ma 
and  of  the  vilcer '  and  Sir  Jamis,*  that  is  for  lo  say.' 
as  well  foi  provision  of  sluffe  for  myn  howsoW  ai 
for  the  gadeiyng  of  the  revenew  of  my  livelodc  or 
greynes,  or  for  setting  awerk  of  my  servaunlis,  and 
for  the  more  poletik  meane  of  sellyng  and  canyng 
of  my  malt,  and  for  all  other  thynges  necessari  for 
to  be  do ;   and  that  whanne  I  come  home  I  haw 
not  an  excuse,  se>*ing  that  ye  spoke  lo  my  servauntil 
and  that  Daubeney  and  Calle  cxkuse  them  that  ihd 
AVer  so  besy  thei  myght  not  attende  ;  for  I  woll  ba» 
my  mater  so  giiided  that  if  on  man  may  not  att 
a  nother  shall  be  comaundcd  to  do  it ;   and  if  mj 
servauntis  faile  I  had  lever  wage  some  other  mar. 
for  a  jomy  or  a  season,  thanne  my  mater  should  bOH 
on  sped.  ^| 

As  for  my  livelode,  I  left  with  Daubeney  a  billeoT     ■ 
many  of  my  deltis,  wherby  ye  alle  myght  have  be 
indused  whedir  ye  shulde  have  sent  for  silver. 

■  ir  ;lil^  l>c  iht  Vicnr  of  Postno,  i(  -"-ns  Winiam  Wnniw  vba  nnCTwW 


Rabcn  Willianuon  m  146*. 


*  Janws  Qloys,  tlic  iiriefl< 
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II  liketh  nie  evitl  to  here  that  my  prestisand  pore 
men  lie  onpatsd,  and  that  no  mony  sent  |o  rue  more 
llianne  x.  markis  be  Berncy  of  allc  this  season,  and 
yet  Iherof  telle  Richard  Calle  hn  sent  me  viii.  nobils 
in  goold  for  V,  markis,  and  that  us  longc  as  gold  was 
better  payment  thanne  silver  I  had  nevir  so  mocliL- 
goid  of  hym  at  onys  ;  and  telle  hym  that  I  wolle  nat 
that  Us  shall  kepe  thkt  use,  for  I  trowe  my  iGniUMia 
have  but  litell  gold  to  pay. 

Also  remembir  yow  10  any  houaold.  felaship  or 
ctunpany  that  will  be  of  gOOd.  rOw'k,  purvyaiLnS  mUSI 
be  had  that  every  persone  of  it  be  helpyng  and 
furtheryng  aftir  his  discrecion  and  powyr,  and  he 
that  woU  not  do  so  without  \k  be  kept  of  almes 
shuld  be  put  out  of  the  hou&hold  or  felachep. 

Item,  where  ye  desire  me  that  1  shuld  take  your 
sOnc'  to  grase,  I  woll  for  yoyr  sake  do  the  better, 
and  will  ye  knowe  he  shall  not  be  so  oute  of  my 
favour  that  I  will  sufiir  hym  to  mischefe  without  be 
eftsoneii  his  owne  defaut.  And  hough  be  it  that  in 
his  presumpluonse  and  ondiscrete  demenyng  he  gaf 
bothe  me  and  yow  cause  of  displeasir,  and  to  other 
of  tny  servauntis  ille  cxaumple,  and  Ihat  Also  guided 
hym  to  alle  mennes  undJrsCandyng  that  he  was  wery 
of  bidynp  in  myn  hows,  and  he  not  insurid  of  help 
in  any  other  place  ;  yet  that  greveth  nat  me  so  cvill 
as  doth  that  I  nevir  coud  fele  nar  undirstand  hym 
poletyk  ne  diligent  in  heJpyng  hym  self,  but  as  a  diane 
amongis  bees  which  lab&ur  for  gaderyng  hony  in  the 
feldis  and  the  drane  doth  nought  but  lakyth  his  part 
of  it.  And  if  this  myght  make  hym  to  knowe  the 
better  hym  self  and  put  hym  in  remembrauns  what 
tyme  he  halh  lost,  and  hough  be  hath  leved  in 
idelnes,  and  that  he  coud  for  this  eschewe  to  do  so 
hcra/tir,  it  myght  fortune  for  bia  best,  But  1  here 
yet  nevir  from  no  plase  that  he  hath  be  in  of  any 
poletyk  demenyng  or  occupacion  of  hym.  And  in 
the  kynges  hows  he  coud  pul  hym  self  footth  to  be  io 
i  sir  jDba  l^iMgo. 
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favour  or  trust  with  any  men  of  substaun^  that  myghl 
forther  hym ;   neverthelesse  as  for  your  house  and 
myne  I  purpose  not  he  shall  COCDC  there,  nCr  be  my 
will  non  othir  but  if  [t.e.  unless]  he  can  do  more 
thanne  lolce  foonh  and  make  a  fast-  and  coumenauns. 
Item,  &eiid  me  word  whedir  my  glasicr  hath  do  at 
Bromholm  and  at  the  friers  of  the  South  Towre.' 
and  whedir  he  be  paiid  such  mony  &&  1  sent  home 
word  he  shuld  be  piiid,  and  if  he  have  do  all  he 
must  have  more  mony,  but  I  remembir  not  certeyaly 
what,  till  I  come  home,  for  I  remember  nat  what  his 
batgcyn  was  for  the  work  at  the  Southiowne,      L 
trowe  Mr,  Cleraenl  can  telle,  and  also  fele  hym  self 
and  send  me  word.     Also  that  ye  and  Richard  Calle 
and  IMubeney  see  thai  Mn  Clement  and  Mr.  lirik- 
lee^  which  Iiaih  grete  nede   I  wote   well,  and  mf  ■ 
prcstis   and  pore  men  be  paiid  and  also  all  othir  I 
men.    And  that  yc  sec  that  I  be  not  callid  on  for 
thai  is  my  duwtc.     Also  that  ye  see  amongis  yott 
thai  that  is  owynpe  me  be  not  lost  ne  forbom  (ur 
lewdnes,  Tor  that  shall  bothe  hurt  me  and  Jo  my 
tenaunlis   harme.      Letc    Richard   Calle   rememtiir 
that   my  ferniour  of  Sweynesthorp  is   falle  in  gr« 
delte  for  defaut  of  c^llyng  upon  but  be  on  [*»'] 
yere  ;   And  I  dcnie  that  bolhe  John  Willeys  and  nijr    _ 
new  fermour  of  Snayleweil  am  like  to  be  in  the  same  ■ 
case,  and  peraventure  Aleyn  of  Greshani  and  other.    ' 

Item,  remembir  yow  or  evir  I  had  a  doo  wilb 
Fastolflis  livelode,  whill  1  toke  hede  to  my  liveloJc 
my  self,  it  both  served  myn  expenses  at  home  and 
at  London  and  all  other  charges,  and  ye  leid  uji 
mony  in  my  cofirs  every  yere,  as  ye  knowe.  And  I 
wote  well  that  the  payment  of  my  prestis  and  other 
charges  that  I  have  for  Fastolffis  livelode  is  not  M 
gret  as  the  livelode  is,  ihow  part  therof  be  in  trobill 
And  thanne  consider  that  I  had  nought  of  my  live- 
lode for  rayn  expenses  at  London  ibis  twol  inoii>'tl> 
day;  ye  may  verely  undirstand  that  it  is  not  guided 

1  Saulh  Town,  YDimouih.  whire  Ihrra  Hut  B  bouic  of  Aanin  friui. 
'  Dr,  Jo^li  Brnclcley,  ihe  Gfcy  FrW- 
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inely  nor  discretly;  and  therfore  1  pray  yow  hertly 
put  alle  your  wiltes  to  gfidir  and  see  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  it.  And  ye  may  remembre  be  this  how  ye 
shuld  do  if  this  wer  yowris  alone,  and  so  do  now. 

Aiid  that  ye  woU  remembir  I  have  sent  yow  all 

iny  lettira  touchyng  many  maters,  and  also  a  bille 
^ow  last  by  Pecok  of  erandis,  desiryng  yow  to  sec 
hem  alle  to  gedir  and  send  me  an  answcre  articlerly  ; 
and  such  as  ye  can  not  spede  at  ihis  lyme,  lele  hL-rn 
be  sped  as  sonu  as  ye  may,  that  ye  se  over  my  seyd 
Icttirs  oft  lynics  til  they  be  sped. 

Itfir,  I  remembir  that  myn  heygh  at  Heylisdon  the 
last  yere  was  spent  and  wasted  fwll  reckJesly  and 
colored  under  tny  shep.'  I  pray  yow  see  tliat  I  be 
not  ser\"id  soo  this  yere. 

Item,  Fecok  told  me  of  a  fermour  that  wold  have 
had  Mautby  Mersh,  paying  xij.  markis  as  it  went 
afore ;  and  Richard  Calle  told  mc  of  on  [cue]  that 
wold  pay  more.  Eurgeys  paiid  me  first  xij.  marlcis 
\jf.  viiji/.,  and  1  had  the  reed  and  Che  rushis,  and 
he  found  the  shcpherdis  hyre  in  shakkc  lyme  for  my 
fold ;  and  silhcn  he  brigged  awey  the  shephertHis 
byre  and  thaiinc  the  iiobiU,  and  I  tcowe  he  «;cupyth 
ne  lerger  hym  self.  And  I  remembir  he  told  mevij. 
yere  goo  that  my  nierssh  shuld  alwey  apeyr  \imj>air'\ 
lill  the  prime  were  past  the  nombre  oi  xix.,  and 
thannc  it  shuld  amend  a  ix.  or  x.  yers,  promittyng 
me  he  W5ld  thanne  amend  my  Terme.  I  praye  yow 
help  to  lete  it  aawell  as  yc  can,  rather  to  hym 
thanne  a  nolhet  man  if  he  woll  do  aswell,  and  that 
ye  comoii  with  Pecok. 

Item,  as  for  the  mater  that  I  wrote  of  to  the  viker 
and  other  jjoode  felaws,  desire  hem  that  ihei  be  not 
to  excessive  hasty  m  the  mater  for  non  nede,  but 
to  do  that  the  may  do  therin  [goodly]  -  and 
wittely  as  sone  as  the!  may  ;  And  as  for  the  respite  of 
the  mater  here,  lete  hem  not  care  therfore.     I  sliall 

1  Mtanlri;.  ihal  Ihc  wa>lv  wij.*»llriliuii!J  to  lii* 'h«p- 
'I  Yhi'.  wt>ril  '  g,c>octly '  hui  Iwen  lined  uui,  anil  a  vciy  illegible  wwd 
lie j  jiInvc  11, 
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do  vei  ineugh,  ttWe  htxn ;  for  Certeyn,  the  nuter,is  in 
as  good  case  as  any  such  maler  was'this  icx.  -rimler, 

as  my  counsell  tellyth  me  ;  but  I  will  be  sure  of  ail 
weyes  that  I  may  have,  and  specially  of  the  declva 
cion  of  the  trought  of  my  mater  and  of  myfiaidis. 

Item,  as  for  the  mater  athwyx  the  parson  of  liAaLtby, 
Constantine'   and  the  viker  of  Derham,^  whedir  il 
were  smalle  maler  or  gret  I  care  not,  but  1  am  suit 
that  loo  witnessc  which  I  knowe  were  apposed  tbcrio  J 
before   a  juge  spirituall,   whtch  as  1    suppose  mi^ 
Master  Robert  Popy  or  some  other ;  the  vikct  of 
Derham  can  telle,  and  as  1  liowe  isn  John  Wynia 
of  Mauthy,  or  othir  parysshons  telle,  where  the  sul 
was  atliw>'x  hem,  and  I  can  think  it  was  in  tbe 
chapitell;,  if  ye  can  easely  gette  me' what  the  witnesst 
seid.  I  woUl  nomore  ;  but  do  no  gret  cost  over  it. 

Item,   recomaund   me   to    Master  Robert    Popy, 
and  telle  hym,  as  for  any  thyng  seid  ayens  hym 
my  mater  then  myn  adversaris  ment  ontrewly, 
proved  nought  but  that  he   is  a  good   mati  and  I 
worshipfull  and  a  trewe. 

Item,  if  I  have  any  olis  beside  my  stulfe,  or  maj 
any  bye  aftir  xiiiji/.,  spare  not,  and  take  good  mesuir 
of  iTsrtirre  for  some  other  chafers,  and  send  me  word 
hough  moch  ye  may  bye. 

Item,  it  is  told  me  ye  make  no  wood,  nowlher 
Caster  nor  Maiitby,  wherof  I  raerveyle;  rememtiir' 
yow  we  must  breilne  wood  A  nodir  yere, 

Item,  I  send  yow  a  titelyng  that  I  mad  whill  I  mts^ 
at  home,  what  malt  I  had  by  estimacinn  set  at  i 
Icsl  ;  wherfore  see  that  Biigge  make  a  relcnynK  of 
malt,  and  cast  ye   my  book  and  loke  whitl  yc 
amend  it;  and   apeyre  [imjintr]  il  shall   not  if 
folkis  have  do  trewly;  Diit  I  stippOSe  fewe  of 
have  take  any  heed  at  it  as  moch  as  I  dcd. 

1  Cun.itni>li]ic  Djittir  hpil  l^cpra  Teti-it  xf  Maiiit/y  twTim  i^^jta  t/^tni^ 
■mwar'.  a\-iO  Cd  h^ve  hrlfl  tbc  vjcaf^di:  oi  Vmi  Dtrthnm  from  I4^l  to  siV 
Hi:  yjni  ^ucccaicA  aI   M:titl1>y  by  Thonii,'*  Hcwo  froib    i^tn  tci  t|6^ii 
rhcn  by  Kk^beii  Cutli^r  or  ChkcIet  (>h  p<  i^ji),  who  ntOii  he  the  'juian 
Jlaull.f  '  kpaktn  of  JLi*l  Wfote. 

-  Ka\n.il  ShcrLtifb^iin  wu  vital  of  Eul  Dcnbam  fimn  luS  to  iifil- 
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I  Item,  I  may  stiiie  here  for  vjs.  viijrf.  a  quarler  dene 
_  sd  after  Royslon  mesure,  wliech  is  iessc  thanne  Ihe 
uralcr  mesure  of  London.  Canibrigge  shire  mall  is 
here  at  xs.  Cast  ye  what  I  may  st-lle  of  new  and  old, 
savyng  stuffe  for  niyn  hons.  Ilem,  to  ccmembcr  that 
Guton  malt  must  be  shipped  at  Blakcney.  Item, 
Lynsledis  malt  at  Wolcote  may  be  shipped  there ;  ther- 
fore  cast  amon^ris  vow  what  malt  may  best  be  sold. 

Item,  if  on  [one]  man  may  not  attendc  to  gader 
silver,  sende  a  nother,  and  send  me  word  what  hath 
be  reseyvcd  and  spent. 

Item,  that  I  have  an  answer  of  alle  my  letlirs  and 
of  every  article  in  hem. 

Hem,  but  if  ye  make  such  purvyauns  that  my 
prestis  be  paiid  and  pore  men,  beside  other  charges, 
and  purvey  mony  for  me  beside ;  owther  ye  gadir 
shrewdly  or  dlis  ye  spend  lewdly. 

Item,  I  sent  a  leltir  by  Rauff  Gretieakyr  to  James 
Cresham  and  to  yow,  which  he  promised  me  shuld 
be  at  Norwich  on  Wednesday  aftir  Thwelth  day,  and 
iherin  wer  divers  maters;  and  in  especiall  of  a 
mater  that  shuld  be  in  communication  on  Tcusday 
last  p.ist  bethwyx  Yelverton  and  Robert  Wyngfeld, 
as  in  the  seid  lettir  is  spccifiid.  It  is  so  that  the 
^cid  Robard  shali  be  here  within  this  i'j.  dayes :  if 
any  thyng  ye  have  aspied  of  it  send  mc  word.  Item, 
yonge  Knevel  tcilith  me  tliat  he  is  my  good  frend, 
and  he  i-s  come  ridyng  homeward  on  Friday  last  was. 
I  pray  yow,  ley  ivetrhe  whedir  ye  here  any  thyng  that 
he  medillyth  hym  at  that  mater,  and  send  me  word  ; 
for  r  wold  understand  whedir  he  wer  just  and  trtw 
or  nought,  and  that  do  [^o/rc]  it  shall  not  ligh  in  his 
power  lo  hurt  mc.  But  tale  ye  hcd  and  inquere 
and  fcnowe  other  niennes  purpos,  and  Icepe  your 
intent  as  rlose  as  ye  can ;  and  what  some  evir  boost 
be  mad,  werk  ye  wisely  and  set  not  by  it  but  send 
me  word  what  ye  here. 

Item,  Callo  scndyth  mt-  word  that  Sir  I'homas 
Howes  is  seke  and  not  like  to  askape  it,  and  Berney 
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tcllyth  mfc  the  contrary ;  wherfore  I  pray  yow  take 
lied  therat,  and  letc  me  have  knowlechc,  for  though 
i  be  not  behold  to  hym  I  wold  not  he  were  ded  for 
more  thanne  he  is  worth. 

ftem,  lake  the  vilcer  the  bille  that  I  send  yow 
herwylh. 

Item,  tha.t  ye,  if  ye  can  fynd  the  meanci 
aspie  what  goodis  Edmond  Clere  eschetitb  of . 
mannes.' 

Item,  remember  well  to  tak  hted  at  your  galis 
nyghtis  and  daycs,  for  thevfs,  for  thtji  ride  in  divt 
contres  with  greL  fclaship  like  lordis,  and  ride  oml  of 
on  [yif]  shire  in  to  a  nother.  VVret;yn  at  Londoni 
the  Tuisday  next  aftir  Sent  Hillary, 

Hem,  that  Richard  CaSle  bryng  me  up  mony, 
that  my  prestis  {i.f.  borrowings]  be  paild,  and  ih 
he  come  up  siierly  with  other  men  and  attomis. 

Indoned  in  11  Inicr  hand  :— 'Some  ^pcciall  leciies  lo>rcbii( 
John  rnsion's  iTowbells  and  sute  rni  Fastolfs  landh  by  ihc  P  '  ~ 
oi"  Suffolk.' 

LX 

A,D.  14.65,  15  June 

John  Paston  the  Yotjngrst  to  his  Fath^ 

[Arid.  MB,  34.,889,  t.  190J 

Thii  Itllcr,  No.  loijj  In  the  lnvmiory.  cifirt.  lo  th»  dUiHle  wiA  Jam 
in  1464'!.  Hiid  sniDi  10  belong  toiht  lautr  ymr- 

|YTH  reverent  and  worchepfull  fadyr.  I  rc 
comand    me    on    to   yow,   beschyng  yol 
lowly  of  youi  biyssyng.      Plesi:  yow 
have    knowlage   how   that    I     have   be  ifl 
Sowlhefolk    for   sycht    materys  as  my  cosyn   Dal 
betiey   took  my   modyr  a  byll   of,   towchyng  ih 
maleiys  be  twyx  yow  and  Jenncy.     And  of  all  th 
jentylmen  that  ye  wold  my  modyr  schold  send  to  for 
thys   mater   Iber   ar   no   mOre   at   home    bot   John 

^  Eilmund  CIcre,  a  a.pp«ar<k  hy  fviiIfikvi  m  t\it  K-Kori!  Oflkc,  ■* 
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Alyngton  ;  and  I  schewyd  hym  the  byll  of  the  namys 
of  the  fnqwest  and  knew  no  more  of  hem  all  hot 
Thes,  John  Depdeii,  Thomas  Wod borne,  John  Done- 
mowe,  Kerry  Chcsten,  and  Adam  Wrtiif.  And  lo 
all  ihem  Alyiigton  sent  a  man  of  hys  for  to  fele 
hem  how  thty  wer  dysposyd.  Thys  was  the  answer 
of  John  Depdcn  and  Thomas  Wodbome,  they  sayd 
ihc  last  tyme  ihey  wer  at  London  icht  of  ther  costys 
stood  hem  on  xr.,  and  tht'y  seyd  they  wold  no  mor 
come  at  London  hot  if  they  knew  who  schod  pay 
for  ther  costis  ;  but  me  thowt  by  Alyngtonys  man 
that  (hey  wotd  have  had  a  brybe  ofyow  be  syd  the 
paying  for  ther  costys  for  to  have  bedyn  at  home, 
for  they  have  non  olhyr  Icvyng  but  brybys.  As  for 
John  Doncmow  and  Herry  Chesten,  so  that  ther 
i55uys  may  be  payd  they  wyll  not  come  ther ;  nor 
in  trowthe  tbey  5choll  not  come  then  \Vher  for 
Alynglon  prayith  yow  that  ther  issiiys  may  he  payid. 
Adam  Wrene  was  not  spoke  to,  for  he  is  Jenneys 
baly  or  hys  fermour.  As  for  the  quest  lht.-y  ar  not 
yet  somoned  to  aper,  and  hut  if  they  be  somonyd 
ther  scholl  non  of  hem  all  apcf.  The  most  part  of 
the  todyr  dwell  a  bowt  Tppyswyche  and  ihey  be 
Debnamys  t-'iiauntys  and  Brewsys,  and  I  fcnowd  ^el 
no  man  \f>  spck  with  htm  but  if  >  1  schold  have  spok 
with  hem  my  sclve  :  and  my  spekyng  with  hem 
schold  rather  aperyd  [Aavf  impairtd'\  the  mater  than 
a  mendyd  it.  And  also  J  hyid  me  the  faster  home 
a  Reyn,  for  I  lay  at  my  cosyn  Lovcdays  on  Corpus 
Christi  l>ay  al  nyth ;  and  he  told  me  that  the 
Duches  of  Sofokys  (^onsell  wold  efilre  in  to  Calcot 
Hal),  and  they  wold  kcp  It  tyll  the  Ouches  knew 
who  schold  be  her  lenaunt,  owtliyr  ye  or  Debnam. 
Thus  told  on*  of  the  Ttttn  of  the  seyd  cowneell  to 
Loveday  ;  whyche  man  schold  ryd  thedyr  with  hem. 
And  thys  schold  be  do  as  to  morow  at  aftyr  non  ; 
hot  I  trow  they  wole  but  talc  a  distres  for  Ihe  scrvys 

*  '  Hut  if.*  ttie  old  bmitbr  eiprcBinn  For  '  iiaFh.,'  occurs  in  Ihii  liiiii 
irilh  peculiar  freqinDcy. 

2H 
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of  the  maner,  whych  is  dwc ;  but  I  have  acflt  wiint 
lo   Rysyng  and   to  the  tenauntis  that  they  schold 
dryvc  a  wey  ther  catell.     And  as  for  the  manei.mi 
biodyr  and  I  schoU  kcpe  it  so  that  they^  schdl  nol 
entyr  as  that  daye,  by  the  grase  of  God,  norafiyi 
nowthyr  and  [i.e.  if]  we  may  kiiowe  of  it,  but  if  yt 
send  us  othyr  wys  word.     As  for  the  naniys  that  ft 
wold  have  for  to  pase  upon  the  mater  bttwyx  yo» 
and  Hogan,  I  spok  to  Alyngton  and  Loveday  theraf, 
and  Loveday  seyd  he  knew  non  that  wold  pas  upon 
ony  inquest  for  hym,  for  he  medylyd  wiih  no  sychc 
men ;  and  Alynglon  seyd  that  he  kowd  assyae 
noni;  men  for  sertcyn,  not  tyll  he  had  spok  with : 
vvhyche  he  seyd  wold  askc  grct  leyser,  for  be 
hot  fewe  in   Sofolk  ;    if  it    had   be    in   Camb 
schyre  he  kowd  have  get  you  j  now.      My  nw 
spak  with  old  Banyard  of  Sibton  Abbey  for  the  an 
maler,  and  he  knew  none  that  wold  pase  upon  the 
niater  at  his  desyi;r,  but  he  asygnyd  dyvers  naoi  ih*' 
love  not  jeney,  whyche  he  kowd  ihynk  wnld  piK 
upon  it  at  yowr  desyei  if  ye  spok  with    hem  TOMj 
selve ;  or  at  the  lesl  iche  of  hem  kowd  get  yow  ij.  < 
iij.  men  that  wold  sey  as  they  wold  in  cas  j-e  sp 
with  hem  your  selve,  whoys  namys  I  send  you  ini_ 
byl!  by  Loveday.     Item,  as  for  the  gape  at  NaklOP 
Rychard  Calle  seyth  chat  it  was  a  thorn  buschc  *»> 
leyd  in  with  owt  a  stake  beti«ryx  ij,  thornys  ihji  gre»iJ 
and  as  for  Jeneys  netes,  ther  was  not  one  lost 
calfe  chat  I  can  inquer  of.     And  I  pray  God  fa 
yow  in  all  youyr  raaterys   to   Hys   plesans  and 
youei  henys  desyir.    Wrelyn  in  hast  at  Hallyswa 
the  Saterday  next  aflyt  Trinite  Sonday. 

My  cosyn  Hevenyngham  15  at  London,  and  tv 
kowd  asygne  you  men  that  wold  say  as  he  wold  mof 
than  Syr  John  Wyngfeld.  Alyngton,  and  all,— Youf 
sone  and  lowly  servant, 

John  Paston  the  Youkgest, 

'  E^«  fooiDote  an  preceding  |ia^ 


A.D.  1465,  2?  June 

foHN  Paston]  to  Margaret  Pastoh  and  Othbrs 

[Add.  MS.  34,8S9,  f.  9] 

ThU  Itilct.  vittkb  ii  in  iIig  hundwritiiig  of  J>Dlin  Puton,  rercm  lu  ihr 
jficrtdiagi  af  tit  Uulic  of  Suffulli  le  cnfoicc  lib  clHihi  (Q  Ihnfton  an<L 
MTCImlen,  antt  wa7<  clearly  vrri Lien  in  [lie  auniiun  «f  1465.  7iic  alnlrh^t 
iiF  it,  which  hzs  A Ireadv appeareJ  In  ihc  Ap|)ciidiK  ttoVnl.  in,.  No.  icoj, 
bit  hMn  mifwlUM'ely  <jMciJ  i***,  Th?  le'irr  i^ai  ivriiien  vn  Tliui»dajr 
befoK  Si.  Per  eir'«  day,  i.i,  before  in«  (t;m  ofS-^.  rrE^f  and  I'aill  fi^  JuDe). 

Sfojin  Mar^rti  Fasion  and  to  John  Daivbenty 
and  Ruhard  CaUe, 
RECOMANDE   me  lo  yo»',  and  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  yow  and  a  niolher  for 
Richard  Calle  be  John  Colniart,  and  . ,  be 
j  Jioos ;  and  I  have  received  of  Colman  the 

plate  ami  mony  acording  Richard  CaUis  letteris. 
Item,  I  con  jow  thonk  ye  send  me  word  Iho  prise 
or  corn.  Item,  as  for  yow  sone,'  I  ktc  yow  wete  I 
wold  he  dedt;  wtl,  but  1  understood  in  hym  no  dis- 
posicion  of  policy,  ne  of  governans  as  man  of  the 
werle  owl  to  do,  but  only  leviih  and  ever  hath  as 
man  disolut  with  owl  any  provision,  nc  thai  he 
besiith  hym  nothinge  to  understand  swhech  maluris 
as  a  man  of  Ij-velode  must  nedis  understond;  ne  I 
understood  nothing  ofwhat  dispo^cion  he  pOT|)Ositb 
to  be,  but  only  1  kan  tliynk  he  wold  dwell  ayeyn  in 
yovr  hows  and  myn,  and  ther  cte  and  drinke  and 
slepe."  Thcrfor  I  lele  yow  wete,  I  wold  know  hynj 
or  he  know  myn  entent.  and  how  wel  he  hath 
ocupiid  his  tym  now  he  liath  had  leysei.  Every  pore 
man  that  hath  browt  up  his  chylder  to  the  ag;e  of  xij. 
yer  waytyth  than  to  be  holp  and  profited  be  hes 
■chylder,  and  every  gentilman  that  hath  discredon 
waytith  that  his  ken  and  servantis  that  kvith  be  hym 
and  at  his  coste  shuld  help  hym  forthward.     As  for 

'  E'ir  jjohn  t'Astdik. 

'  AlaLcr  hmid  ha^  lipre  UhTirt«D  in  the  m^i^relD  :  'Hie  |iOv(e4  fuil!  51/ J-obn 
hMvn  wnio).  milch'    Itul  iticjmifra  U  vrrong. 
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yowr  5onCi  ye  knowe  well   he  never  stodc  yow  m 
m\i  in  profile,  ese  or  help,   lo   valew  of  on  gfoie, 
savyng  at  Calkot  Hall  whane  [he  ']  and  bes  broth 
keptid  on  day  ayeyns  Debenham,  and  yet  was  it 
iii.  [times ']  the  coste  that  that  ever  LVbenhaiti  sona 
put  hym  to.     For  be  her  police  [fiy  thtir  p6lu-y\  iha 
kcpe  Cotton  at  my  cost  and  w-ith  the  *  profitis  of  liiel 
same.     Wherfor  geff  hem  no  Tavor  tyle  ye  feei  wlttlj 
he  is  and  will  be. 

Item,  Calle  setidlth  me  word  that  Master  Phylip 
hat  etitrid  in  Drayton  in  my  Lord  of  Suffolk's  nncnf,, 
and  hat  odir  purpose  to  ertre  in  Heylisdon, 
he  askilh  my  avyse ;  tvhech  is  that  ye  confon 
tLMiantis  and  help  hem  ti!  I  com  horn,  and  lei 
wet  I  shall  not  lese  it,  and  that  the  Dowk  of  !>t|9oj 
that  last  dild  wold  have  bouth  il  of  Hastulff,  a.n< 
mygth  not  have  it  so,  he  claymyd  ihe  manei,  ^___^ 
was  on  Polia  \one Po!^s\,  and,  for  his  nauic  was  FmG 
he  claymcd  to  be  eyr.  He  was  ansueryed  that  he  omb' 
nothing  of  that  stoli,  and  how  somevcfr'  wer  kyn  to 
the  Polis  that  owtli^  it  it  hurt  not,  for  It  was  Taufullf 
bowth  and  sold,  and  he  never  kleymid  it  after.  Item, 
I  am  in  purpose  to  tak  assise  ageynse  hem  at  this 
tynie,  and  elles  I  wold  have  sent  thedir  strcjTl  be  » 
letter  of  attorney  to  cntre  in  my  name ;  never  the  la 
ye  be  a  gentilwoman,  and  it  is  worshep  for  you  to 
confort  yowr  tennauntis  \  whorfor  I  wold  ye  m)-th  (>iJ 
to  Heylisdon  and  Drayton  and  Sparham,  and  Uriat 
Drayton  and  speke  with  hem,  and  byd  hem  hold 
with  ther  old  rrta-iter  til  I  com,  and  that  ye  have  KBt 
me  word  but  late,  wherfore  ye  may  have  noni.'  answer 
yet,and  informe  hem  as  1  ba  (j/V)  wreteto  ye  within; 
and  5ey  Oupinly  it  is  a  S-hamc  that  any  man  shuld 
anny  lord  on  so  ontrwe  a  mater,  and  spedall  a  prestefl 
and  lete  hem  wete,  as  sone  as  I  am  com  horn  I  shall 
see  hem.     Item,  that  as  for  distreyn  fgr  rent  of  [cnii,j 

'  These  w□^d^  omittcil  fh  MS.  *  i)n  lepeatAd  ia  w 

*  Fbili|>  LipEOtt,  Lhu  nukci^rSurrollt'sbdliff. 

•  'Hoiv  ^OHHv«  '  fQr'whosaBievir,'™  '  whotvti. 
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ihow  ihc  Dewk  had  lytill,  as  he  hath  not,  he  may 
non  ask  til  Ihe  next  r>eni  day  after  his  entrt^,  that  is 
Michdmes,  and  scye  that  ye  will  be  paiid  everi  pCnc 
and  asken  hem  it.  And  makemech  of  m^euofCossey, 
becawst  they  wer  owr  welwillers  when  we  wer  neyboris 
tber ;  and  lete  hem  wcte  that  the  bugyningU  of 
shech  rtuiter  had  never  worchip  nor  profile  of  nie, 
ne  shall,  and  dtjsyr  god  will  of  yawr  neyboris,  Ike,  and 
suyn  all  othir  mcnes  that  yc  Vnn  to  plcac  the  pc-piLl. 
And  leic  yowr  tenaunts  wcte  that  the  Dcwkc  may 
never  be  lawe  compel  hem  to  torn  from  me ;  and 
do  all  so  weil  as  ye  can,  and  if  any  entyr  be  made  in 
Heylisdon  shufT  him  owt  and  set  sum  man  to  kepe 
the  place,  if  ned  be,  rot  withstandyng  it  longith  not 
to  the  maiiere.  Item,  I  void  fayn  have  sum  man  to  be 
bayle  of  Heylisdon  and  Drayton,  &c.,  that  myth  go 
amongis  the  tenauntis.  And  elles  I  wold  ban  Richard 
ChyUins  (?)  lo  go  amond  [?.  among?]  hem  tyl  I  com 
horn  and  also  Richard  Calle  whan  home.  Item,  he  sent 
me  word  that  the  tenauncis  of  Drayton  wold  not  come 
to  the  Dewkis  cort  and  that  they  will  lie  stefaat  to 
me  and  kepe  hem  slraunge  and  froward  from  the 
Dewkis  cowneell ;  all  this  maier  shall  tume  to  a  jape 
and  not  hurt  hem  ;  ner,  and  if  ye  be  wavering  it 
shall  hurt  hem.  Item,  I  lete  yow  wcte  this  is  do  lo 
cause  me  lo  loose  my  labor  ayens  hym  Tor  fledham, 
which  I  wil  not  for  it.  God  Jtepe  yow.  Wret  the 
Thursday  befor  Sent  Petres  day. 

Item,  lei  Richard  Calle  to  have  witienses  redy.     I 
wol  spede  this  mater  spiritual!  befor  Estern. 


[*.».  146$ 


A.D,  1465,  if  Sept. 

Sir  John  Paston  to  John  Pastom' 
[ms.  in  Pembtuke  College^  Cambridge] 


Tlili  t«tt(r,  !i  will  ht  mn.  wm  written  in  ifAj  pit  tbi  <« 
Manr-MBI  Ptutoii't  letter.  }ia.  ^^q.     Sh  Yul,  11.  p.  >«>. 

7t>]  All  ryghS  wonehypfiil  yfa\4rf  /oAn  Paston^  hrj/*^ 
\in  t\ht  Fltte  at  Loudon,  b<  ikyt  Jcttvertd, 

|YGHT  Worschypful  Syr,  in  the  most  lowly 
wyse  1  reffomand  me  to  you.  Heasylhit 
you  to  wet  ihat  1  sentc  you  a  letter  but  blc 
agoo,  in  wliych  letter  t  leie  you  have  unda- 
stondyng  that  if  it  pleasyd  yow  to  grante  an<l  assenK 
therto,  Syr  Thomas  Howes  wolde  resyngne  ihc 
benefyse  or  Mawteby  to  a  ful  prestly  man  of  Nonrj-th 
callyd  Sir  Thomas  Lyndys,  whom  I  suppose  ye  hive 
Icnolech  of.  NeverllJelessc  I  wote  wele  he  Iiath  no: 
ben  grettly  aquentyd  with  you.  But  I  and  he  hiw 
ben  moch  aquentyd  to  geder,  and  I  tmdfistond  and 
Icnowe  hys  vertews  levyng  and  dysposicion  ryghc  welc; 
whyciie  herafn€r,  I  wote  wele,  sholde  pleiasc  you 
ryght  wele.  And  that  letter  whyche  I  sente  you  u 
I  undcrstode  syns  Nycholas  Caiman  the  berertber 
of  came  not  owte  of  Norwych  iiij.  or  v,  dayes  after 
thai  thi;  bylle  was  delj-vei^d  hym ;  wherefot  I  am  in 
dowte  whyther  it  is  come  to  your  handes. 

■Wliych  causyth  me  to  wryght  to  you  ageyn  in  thp 
wyse,  besechyng  yow.  if  it  plese  yo*  thai  the  scyd 
Sir  Thus  Lyndys  schal  be  of  your  promolynge  in  iJie 
wyse  above  wretyn  that  there  it  lylee  you  that  I  raftj 
have  answer  by  the  berer  herof ;  whych  schal  taiy  »i 
London  a  day  or  ij,,  and  not  passynge.  No  more  xo 
yow  at  thys  tyme,  but  Alle  mjghty  God  hai-e  yow  is 
guydynge.  Wretyn  at  Heylesdon  the  Fryday  iwxl 
byfore  Seynt  Mychell.—By  yowt  older  sone. 

John  Paston. 
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A.D.    1441-65,  Nov. 

Margaret  Paston  to  Johm  Paston 

[Add.  MS.  33.597.  f-  ^J 
The  you  in  wbich  «hU  leitet  wn.  miitfii  l«  altogfthfi  unicetiajn. 

7*0  my  Rightwurshipfutl  hosboHd,  John  Paston^ 
f'c  this  ddyvcryd  in  hait. 

IHT  worchipfuU  hosboiid,  I  recomand  me 
lo  yiHV,  praying  yow  to  wetc  ihal  I  have 
Tt'ceyvid  the  mony  thai  Mayster  Brakle  had 
of  yow,  ivherof  he  Ii.ilh  ageyn  v.  marc. 
uplXDH  pletlgis  of  the  too  basonys  that  ye  had  of 
hym  tyll  ye  come  hom.  As  for  clolh  for  my  gownu, 
I  can  non  getc  in  Ihis  town  better  than  that  is  that 
1  send  yow  an  exsample  of,  whiche  me  ihynkith  to 
symple  bothe  of  colour  and  of  cloth,  Wherfor  I 
pray  yow  that  ye  woll  vouchesauf  to  do  bey  for  me 
lij.  yerdis  and  j.  quarter  of  seclie  as  it  pleasith  yow 
that  I  shuld  have,  and  what  colour  that  pleaset  yow, 
for  in  gode  feyth  I  have  do  sowte  all  the  dra.peris 
schopis  in  this  town,  and  her  is  right  febill  cheys. 
Also  I  pray  yow  that  ye  woll  do  bey  a  loff  of  gode 
sugour  and  di.  j.  lb.  {half  out  fautid]  of  boll  synaniun, 
for  ther  is  non  gode  in  this  town  ;  and  as  for  mony, 
ther  is  non  of  your  tenantis  ne  fermouns  bryngith 
non  as  yett.  As  for  tydyngis  in  this  countre,  Herry 
Ingloses  men  have  slayn  ij.  men  of  Tonsted  on 
Thursday  last  past,  as  it  is  seyd,  and  all  that  countre 
is  sore  Irobelid  therwith ;  and  if  he  had  abedyn  at 
home  he  had  be  tyke  to  have  be  fechid  owte  of  his 
owyn  hows,  for  the  peple  ther  abowght  is  sor  meved 
with  hym.  And  on  Saterday  last  past  he  come 
ryding  thorow  this  town  toward  Framynghara  ;  and 
if  he  had  abedyn  in  this  town  he  shuld  have  ben 
arestyd  ;  for  men  of  Tonsted  and  of  the  countrc 
pusewid  after  hym  in  to  this  town,  and  made  agrett 
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royse  of  hym,  and  required  the  mayre  and  sheryvaj 
that  he  ne  his  men  shuld  not  pas  the  town,  but  thai' 
Lhey  shuld  do  as  it  longed  to  here  parte  lo  do,  and 
told  hem   the  cause  why  ;   and   as   it   is  seyd  thf 
sergeanlis  were  fals,  and  lete  hyoi  have  IcnowWhe 
ther  of,  and  he  hytliid  hym  hens  in   hosL  &c.     Thc 
blyssyd  Trynytc  havt  yow  in  His  keping.     Wre[<:Q] 
att  Norwyche  on  the  VVeddenesday  a<^xt  after  Seya 
Maityn. — Be  yowris,  M.  P. 


LXIV 
A.D.   1465 

Funeral  of  Ladv  Katharine  Howard 

[Ada.  MS.  34.889,  f.  38] 

'Soulmai,' or  All  Sou U' day,  U  Ihe  3i]i]  Nmcnbcr.  knd  ti  afiqicaBi 

Ijidy  KntKatinc  Ji?d  on  thr  ntaitatr  at  lh»t  day  in  1^65.      Al  tSiat* ' 

nin  ii^Cu  [lCLi:inliri,  wc  pLice  iluni  ai  [he  end  of  ihc  yetr, 

|HIS  wrytenge,  made  at  Stokeneylond  thev" 
yer  of  Kynge   Edward  the  iiii*^  and  thcj 
morowe   next   affter  Sowiemesse  day, 
nesseCh  that  this  day  and  ycr  a  bove  saldl 
my  lady,  dame  Kateren  Howard,  departed  lo  God, 
and  my  master  spent  uppon  her  at  this  day  a  bav 
wreten  al  her  beryinge,   and   also  at   hci  vij"  ^f 
more  than  .... 

Also  my  master  spent  uppon  her  at 
her  xxx"-  day,  in  almesse  and  in  odre 
costes,  in  prirais  to  v.m'.  and  ccc.  of 
pore  foike  every  pece  takenge  id. 

Summa         xxijA.  ys,\ 
Item,  my  master  gaff  to  vi"*ix.  prestes 
and  clerkes  every  pece  vjrf.        Summa  iijfi.  my.  vji 

Item,  my  master  gaff  to]Uviii.  cheldren 
in  the  quere  every  pece  iirf.         Summa  xs.  Bji>\ 

Item,  my  master  paid  for  blakke  cloth 
for  gownes  for  his  men  vij"  yerdes 
prise  of  every  yerde  iiif.  iiii^.     Summa  xijA^J 
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Hem,  my  master  bout  as  myche  waxe 

■ 

for  torches  and  laprys  as  cost  hym  viij.  marltis,  iijj.  ijrf. 

Hem,  my  master  paid  for  xiij.  por 

e 

^^^H 

mennes  gownes  for  the  clothe  and  fot 

^^^^1 

the  makengs 

lijV. 

^^^1 

Item,  my  master  spent  in  alt  maner 

^^^^1 

uf  spyces  as  mychc  as  drew 

1  iij J.  x']if. 

^^^1 

Item,  my  master  spent  in  uyne  al  llie 

^^^1 

satd  day             .... 

iij.  pypes. 

^^^1 

Item,  my  master  spent  in  maltt  foe 

^^^^1 

brewenge          .... 

viij.  seme. 

^^^1 

Item,  my  master  spent  in  here  at  the 

^^^^1 

1      same  day 

'          Item,  my  master  spent  in  whetc  to 

xxxij.  barelles. 

^^^1 

^^^H 

make  brede  and  odre  bakeiige , 

xiij.  seme. 

^^^^1 

Item,   my   master  spent  at  the  saic 

^^^H 

day  in  brawne  . 

ij.  gret  bores. 

^1 

Il          Item,  in  beff 

nij.gretoxsen. 

■ 

Item,  in  moton 

xl.  shepe. 

Item,  in  porke 

»ij.  hoggcs. 

1          Item,  in  pygges 

Ixx, 

1          Item,  in  swannes 

xij. 

^^   Item,  in  geese 

iiij". 

^^h  Item,  in  eonyis 

c.  cowple. 

^H  Item,  in  capons 

Kxiiij 

^B  Item,  in  chekcns 

vij". 

1 

^^^   Item,  in  venyson 

XXX.  dois. 

Item,  in  perlrychcs 

iiij.  dosoyn. 

Item,  in  fesauntis 

xiv- 

1 

Item,  in  pekokkes 

vij. 

Item,  in  millardes 

iij.  doseyn. 

Item,  in  plovers 

iij.  doseyn. 

Item,  in  eggis 

viij.  C. 

^^    Item,  in  mylkc 

XKX.  galons. 

^M  Item,  in  hony 

iij.  galons. 

1 

. — 
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Before  a.d.  1466 
Margaret  Paston  to  John  Paston  tux  Vorscni 

[Add.  MS,  J4,8S9,  f.  208] 

Thb  letier  U  Nhj.  1071    in   ihc  iDvcntorf  M  Ihc  end  ot  Ap}«rMlti  l> 
Vul.  in.     It  un.'i  wrictinnc  a  time  nclicii  Juhn  P.iuan,  ibe  wtiui'^  Liolmil.  . 
and  0^^  of  lAi4  luru,  wac  ii^  l^ridorb,  tvhLlfr  the  othe^r,  la  >fIi<^Mi  thjU  \eite  i< 
HdtJrtivdi.  waA  soing  EhJLbcr.     The  date  niu^E  flhcrcTore  be  brfuK  Uif  | 
ifb6.  but  whiki  pi rticutBT  iva r  or  month  it  i^  Uiitior>^bJc  >auy. 

To  John  PastQH  tht  younger. 

GKETE   you   we!e,  lelyng  you   wele   thai 
as  for '  your  sustrys  ^  beyng  with  iny  Ijidy,  if 
your  fader  wull  aggrCy  therlo  J   hold  IDC 
right   wele  pltasyd  ;    for  I   wuld   be  li^ 
clad  thai  she  shuld  do  hi-T  servyse  be  for  any  olber,; 
if  she  cowde  do  tliat  shuld  pleas   my  ladyes  gi 
grace.     Wherfor  I  wuld  ihat  ye  shuld  spckc  to  your 
fader  iherof  and  lele  hym  wete  that  I  am  plcasid  iha 
she  shuld  be  ther  if  he  wuld,  for  I  wuld  bt  right  gla< 
and  she  niyght  be  preferrid  by  manage  or  be  scirjxi; 
so  that  it  myght  be  to  her  wurchepand  profighlindi* 
chargyng  of  her  frendis ;  and  I  pray  you  do  ycur  paili 
iherin  for  your  owyn  wurchcp  and  herys.     And 
as  ye  may  with  ought  daunger,  puney  that  1  may  ha 
ageyn  the  vj.  marks  that  ye  wote  of,  for  I  wuld  nol  th. 
your  fader  wust  it.     Item,  if  ye  pas  London,  send  mc 
ageyn  my  chene  and  the  lilill  chene  that  I  lent  yoa 
be  for,  be  sum  trusty  person  ;  and  if  ye  wuil  have  my 
good  witle,  eschewe  such  thyngis  as  I  spake  to  you  of 
last  in  owr  parisch  chirch.     I  pray  God  make  you 
as  good  a  man  as  erer  was  any  of  your  kynne,  and 
Goddis  blissyng  mole  ye  have  and  myn,  so  thai  ye 
do  wele,  &c,     Wretyn  the  Sonday  next  after  your 
de  party  ng. 

And  I  pray  you,  send  me  sum  tydyngis  as.  sone  as 
ye  may  after  thai  ye  be  comyn  to  London,  how  your] 
fader  apedyth  and  your  brother  in  here  materes. 

Be  your  modcr. 

■   'affoi,'  MS. 

1  Hiii  my  ttt  dlbei  Anne  oc  Mugeiy  Puioji.    Whu  'nv  [iJy'  i 
dlo<«  not  ■ppwu-. 
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LXVI 
Uefore  146G 
IN  Radcuff  of  Attleborough  to  John  Paston 
[Add,  MS.  34,889,  f.  333] 

The  priflciTdl  lordUiip  in  (he  manor  o1  Thiirnlng  bcToil^d  tD  Lhe  RaJ- 
cliff,  OF  Bi^cflflf,  family,  aft'^rward*  fjrK  uf  >ii5*<!ji  ;  bul  il  unn*  iJirrc  wa* 
>iKitHer  lorJ&h]}>  wliU^ii  lickin(je<i  tu  John  dc  KSauitlpy  in  tht  umth  jELr  of 
Edw4r<J  II-  Vmm  tlLi>  vfry  hkriy  MikrgMict  I'a.^iL^n  drrivcil  *:omc  clainn, 
and  John  P.uloil  thiuueH  hit  uife.  S«.'  Nd.  BM.  Th«  yenr  of  ihislrllrr, 
bo-wtvcr,  t^mui  Ik  nu.crl>iiiicJ.  I.i  »  Nu.  iirj')  in  ilic  Invculary  ml  Ihc 
end  or  Vol.  III. 

7e)  «()•  fygJtl  eriitty  sad  wtlfielovyd  Frtnd, 
John  Pasion. 

^^■^HjVGTH  trustjr  aLtid  wclbelovid,  I  cummaund 
^^^^B  mt;  un  to  zow,  lalt)'ng  zow  wytte  that  there 
HHB  ys  a  tenawnt  offThyrnyng,  on  \onc\  VVyllyatn 
Rust,  whos  diir  ys  selyd  be  a  offycer  off 
rowrys.  Wherffor  I  pray  zow  [hat  tc  wyll  se  that  the 
forsay  tenawnt  be  not  hurt ;  and  ytTthtFe  beoni  thyng 
that  ys  dw  for  to  pay,  I  wytl  se  that  hyt  schall  be 
content.  And  ihcrfore  I  pruy  kow  that  hyt  may  be 
repytyd  un  tyll  the  tyme  that  I  speke  with  zow.  No 
more  u,l  thys  lymu,  but  ihe  Hole  Trinite  hawe  zow  in 
Itepyny.  Wretyn  at  Atlylburglh  the  xvij.  day  off 
Dyssenibyre. 

John  Rauclyff  De  ArryLBURGTii. 
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A.D.   1466?,  13  (?)  Nov. 

Margaret  Fastun  to  Sir  Juhn  Tastuk 
(Add.  MS.  3i.S89,  i.  99] 

Thu  Uhct,  nmicctl  ai  No.   loM  in  AmieaJu,  »3i  wriliMi  Iwfon  1 
[IM'iKtrAlion  had  Ivevfi  oblAined  dI  Juhn  rAMpon's  wUT  I  pK^nitLa^Jy  i^bbJ 
rote  in  ihe  ycat  in  which  Iw  dkil,  ]|Ui.     It  iiuiy  be  ubcetvei.  lAniic 
tUM  in    i^hj  "nay  tiitil  of  CuLlcfkJLl^y  '  woaM  piuLably  luiiv  bcoi  .sllii^ 
'  my  ]iKd  CaiilUuif.* 

GRETE  yoii  wt'k  and  send  you   Goddii 
blissyng  and  mjm  ;  letyng  you  wrete  that, 
send  you  be  Cht  bc-ref  hcrof  xL//,  of  Ry 
which  I  have  chevysshed  and  borwol 
you,  be  cause  I  wuld  not  lake  that  was  leyd  oughlfof 
yoii  at  Norwich  ;  fot,  as  I  am  etiformed  be  May>ler 
John  Smyth,  the  Chauiicellern  and  other  that  we  kn 
all  a  cursed  that  wu  have  thus  mynystred  the  dcdis 
godcs  with  ought  licence  or  ftuctonte,  and  i  wencm 
spede  all  the  wers  there  fore.     Al  the  reverence  of 
God,  geti;  you  a  licens  of  my  Lord  of  Caunterber 
in    dyschargyng   of  my    co-nscyens    and    yowris, 
mynystrc  a  ccrteyn  sunime  of  iij.  or  iiij'  marcs, 
fourmyng  hym   how   that   your  lyffelod  hath  sionJ 
this  ij.  yer  in  such  trobill  that  ye  myghl  right  nough 
have  of  it,  ncr  yet  can  take  of  it  with  ought  ye  shu 
hurt  your  tenauntis,  thei  have  so  ben  vexid  be 
trcw  meanes  before  this  tyraics.  And  ye  have  itianjj 
grete  materis  on  hand  and  may  not  have  to  bae] 
them   ought,  ner  to  save  your  ryght,   withaught 
myght  for  &.  tyme  takyn  of  your  faderis  godes.    .\nd 
this  I  hope  shall  discharge  owr  conscyens  of  thai  wr 
have  mynystred  and  spend  be  fore.     For  we  have 
nomor  Co  acquitc  thi$  x.\/i.  and  b&rc  alt  other  charges 
but  the  xlv'ii/i.  that  your  unltyll  and  ye  is  privy  ta 
that  was  leyd  up  at  Norwidi.     1  wuld  ye  were  ware  of 
large  theftis  and  rewardis  gevyng.  a&  othens  foltii  | 
avyse  you  to  do,  for  though  ye  have  nede  the!  wuU 
not  be  right  redy  to  help  you  of  iher  owyn  ;  and  itut 
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ye  may  understand  be  ihal  tliat  thci  have  taken  a  veey 
from  you  be  for  this  tyme.  I  wuld  not  in  no  wyse  ye 
shuld  put  your  self  in  no  daungui  to  hym  but  as 
litfll  as  ye  may ;  for  if  ye  do,  it  shall  be  right  wcle 
Temembred  you  her  after.  And  be  ware  how  ye  ben 
bownd  in  ujiy  obligacion  to  any  creature  but  if  U  be 
leyd  in  endifferent  handle  and  Irosty  for  yoivr  part. 
And  rcmembre  to  gete  the  obiigacion  that  ye  mad  to 
the  Duchesse  of  Suffolk  ;  for  though  it  hu  in  my 
Lord  Chancelleris  hande  it  is  jepartows,  be  cause  of 
perell  of  deth.  Hem,  understand  wele  the  poyntis 
that  ben  in  my  cosyn  Arblasteris  letter  that  arn 
wrelyn  in  yowrs,  and  purvey  redily  thcr  for  for  your 
owyn  a  vayll.  Item,  send  me  home  answcris  of 
sucche  materia  as  am  now  sent  you  bethen  (ftV) 
mowth  and  wrytyng  at  this  tyme  as  hastly  as  ye  can. 
or  ells  it  shall  hurt  yow  mor  than  yc  or  1  can  yet 
understand.  Item,  me  semyth,  if  yc  shall  not  comyri 
home  this  Crystmcsse,  or  if  ye  shuld  be  at  my  Lady 
of  Suffolk,  it  [were ']  necessary  to  have  Playter  there 
with  you  if  ye  shuld  cngroos  any  appoyntementis 
with  here  at  that  tyme.  For  she  is  sotill  and  hath 
sotill  councell  with  here  ;  and  thcrfore  it  were  wele  do 
ye  shuld  have  summe  with  you  that  shuld  be  of  your 
councell.  If  John  Paston  be  with  you  at  London 
desire  hym  to  take  hede  to  yowris  materis  and  in 
what  case  thci  htn  left  at  your  departyng,  that  if  nede 
be  he  may  help  you  to  labore  for  such  causes  as 
Wykes  shall  telle  yow  be  mowth  ;  and  if  he  be  not 
with  yow,  and  ye  wull  I  shall  send  hym  to  you. 
Item,  spare  of  the  xl/r.  as  mych  as  ye  may  that  ye 
may  perfourme  by  the  mony  that  the  Duches!!e  of 
SuA'olk  shuld  havu,  in  cas  that  it  may  not  be  gadered 
of  the  lyvelode.  Send  home  Wykes  a  sonc  as  ye  can, 
and  how  ye  will  that  1  do  in  your  materis  and  lyve- 
lode at  home.  God  have  you  in  His  kepyng. 
Wretyn  the  Thursday  next  Sent  Martyn. 

Be  your  Moder. 

I  OmillnJ  in  nt.  s  n/repeaicil  In  vf. 
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AittT  A.D.  1 466 

John  Ru5se  to  Margaret  Pastom 

(Add.  us,  J4,SS9,  r.  3i6] 

riiia  Ictici,  No.  loSi  ill  the  Invonlory.  <nu<^[  hA.v«  titen  viiun  «•■ 
time  .-ifrer  Jehu  l'.ui<>a't  d«a(h,  biiv  probably  ni^r  inkny  )^u*  ^V- 
Cninp.  No.  fifiS. 

To  tfie  •uiorshyf'fii Hand  my  right  henarabyll maiifftne, 
Jfaii/resse  Mar  get  Pastan. 

llGHT  worshipfuU  and  rayn  right  honounbb 
and  good  hiaistressc,   1   recomaund  mC 
you  in  my  most  humble  %'yse,  bcsckyi^l 
youre  maistresshyp  to  take  no  dyspleasunj 
of  the  longe  fotber>"PB  of  yOure   mony,   -vhicbe  ' 
ix/i".  Jtvjp.  \\\\d.  now.     Be  my  troiiihe,  Maister  l-c 
had  or  me  I.  m,irke  at  hjse  bt-yng  here  fore  custun 
wherof  a  gret  part  15  owyng  me  tyl  1  may  be  leyseicl 
gather  it  up.     I  ihynke  of  every  day  a  wyke  tyl  yc  1 
content,  and  I  thanke  God  I  owe  not  al  [tie  world : 
myche  as  I  do  you.     In  as  goodly  haste  as  [ 
youre  maistresship  shal  have  it  with  ever  my  seiva 
und  preyer,  for  ye  do  a  meritory  dede ;  it  hathe  savy 
my  pore  honestie  and  grelty  avayled  me  ;  whei  is  i 
it  had  leyn  in  youre  coferys,  as,  I  doute  not,  a  M'i 
more  dothe,  no  profit  shuld  have  growe  to  any  man] 
it  is  a  meritory  dedc  to  helpt;  them  that  mene  irewlj' 
w  hie  he,    for   Godis   sake,    maistresse    conscdre. 
truste  1   am    of    that   siubstanfi  that,   what 
casweltt  fortunyd.  yourrc  maistresship  shuld  nol  \ 
on  pt:ne  of  yourre  dute.      Every  ourre  (?)  may 
distreynid  of  myn  the  value  of  C.  marke  in  sliyppiJ 
and  literys,  and   owe  not   but   to   you  Cj.,  I 
afferme.     Also,  maystrcsse.  ye  have  an  obligadorn 
me  of  xl//.  a  byll  of  x%li.,  and  abil  of  xsA'.,  and  a  bfH ' 
of  y.li.  ;  for  Godis  sake,  maiatresse,  spare  me  for  ^ 
tyme,  the  rather  for  the  affeccion  that  my 

'  Sic.  »  Joliii  P»>lu 


my  maistrr'^B 


r 

I       mi 


SUPPLEMENT 


had  lo  me,  whus  soule  Jhesu  assoyle.  Hyse  maislir- 
shyp  grauntyd  nic  many  lymea  to  have  Itnl  me  of 
the  dedys  gaodis  xlA'..  to  have  payd  liym  ageyn  in 
V,  yeer ;  and  so  I  douie  not  but  I  shuld  have  had  if 
hyse  maistirshyp  had  levyd.  1  lost  a  grel  losse  of 
hese  depactyng ;  for  hyse  sake,  maystresst,  shewc 
me  the  more  favour.  I  intende  not  todebarreyou  of 
ooa  peny,  so  Jhcsu  helpe  me,  but  in  as  goodly  haste 
as  I  can  to  contente  you;  be  my  Lroulhe,  at  ihys 
seasun  I  have  not  in  ray  pocessiou  x.  marke  which  is 
right  litil,  what  casewelte  that  ever  fortune.  I  am 
dtseyvid  of  many  men  ;  be  my  Crouthe  there  is 
owyng  mc  in  thys  town  xl.  marke  of  iij.  yeer  passyd, 
that  thuw  1  shuld  go  to  prison  I  knone  not  to  have 
xxs.  of  ony  of  hem.  Right  worshypfuU  and  my  right 
honourable  maistresse,  I  beseke  Almyghti  Jhesu, 
ever  preserve  you  from  adversile.  Maistresse,  for 
the  servise  that  to  my  pore  powyr  I  aught  my 
maiitcr  youre  husbonde  I  am  the  werse  by  xx/t.  and 
more  sylvir ;  for  Godis  sake  therfor,  maistresst,  yit 
favour  me  a  season ;  I  aske  not  ellys. — Yourre 
bedeman  and  sorvaunl,  John  Russe. 

LXIX 

A.D.  1467,  22  Jan. 

Sir  Joh»  and  Ladv  Howard 

[Md,  MS.  34.889,  (■  S'l 

_    Koliced  in  No.  1041,  AiiEKmlli.    The  ilalc  Uukcn  rmm  the  liead  ulihc 
dociiiiitnu.  tut  ilicfc  arr  aJlJiiior?  otlvn  ilutdto  Jinuary  c^tS. 

^j^HIS  wrylenge  made  at  London  the  vj"  yer  of 
ICynpe  Edward  the  iiij.  and  the  xxly  day  of 
Jenever  wytnesseth  what  stoffe  my  master 
Sirjohn  Howard  hath  delyvetd  to  my  Lady 


s  wyfe  in  this  monyth  of  Jenever, 
Fcrst    ij.  rynges   of  goolde   set  with    good   dya- 
mawntes.  the  wychc  the  quene  yaff  my  master. 
Item,  a  rynge  of  goolde  with  a  fyne  rubye. 
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Ilera,  a  nowche  of  goolde  set  mth  a  ^c  satjxt,  i 
grete  balyse  and  v,  perles. 

Ttetn,  my  master  yaff  here  a  fync  pece  of  hoUnd 
clothe  as  good  as  Reynes  conteynengc  in  lenglb  iL  j 
ycrdt'S,  the  yerde  was  wele  worth  iiijj. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  a  noder  pecc  of  holsnd 
clothe,  GOTser,  contcynenge  in  lengthe  naore  chonuL 
yerdes,  the  yerde  w.ts  -wotthe  iji.  iiijrf. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  a  longe  go-w-nc  of  fyn 
cremyseii  velvet  furred  with  raenyver  and  piufdc 
with  trmynes. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  a  longe  gcnmc  of  ^j 
grene  velvet  fuired  with  menyver  and  purfeled  with 
ermynes. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  vij»*  scynnes  of  fya 
urmynes. 

Item,  mymastcrgaff  her  vij.  yerdes  and  di.  offjr 
grene  velvet. 

Item,  my  mastcT  gaff  here  vij.  yerdes  of  cremyson 
velvet. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  here  a  devyse  of  goolde  "rilb 
xiiij.  lynkcs  and  the  ton  halffe  of  the  lynkes  enaniyWj 
set  with  iiij.  Rubyis  iij.  dyamawntes  and  vij.  perles. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  an  nothe  devyseof  goold 
of  the  same  fassyon  with  odce  xilij,  lynkes,  and  the 
vij.  Rubyis  and  vij.  perles. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  a  gyrdyll  of  clothe 
goolde  and  the  harneys  of  goolde. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  a  gyrdyll  of  gtene 
damaske  and  the  hameys  of  sylver  and  gylte. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  iij,  edges  of  blak  vehtti 
set  with  Iviij.  perles. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  here  a  longe  gowfie  of  blaJt] 
velvet  furred  with  martrys  and  purfeled  -with  martcte^  ■ 

Item,  my  master  galT  her  a  longe  gowne  of  murFeiT 
furred  with  menever  and  purfeled  with  ermynCs. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  here  a  coler  of  goolde  with 
xxxiiij-  roses  and  serines  set  on  a  corse  of  blak  syltc 
with  an  hanger  of  goolde  garnyshed  with  i  stphyre. 
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Item,  my  master  gaff  ber  iiij.  owches  of  goolde 
gamyshed  with  iij.  rubyis,  a  saphyre,  an  amytes,  an 
enierawde  and  xv.  perles. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  here  a  peyr  of  bedes  for  a 
gentylwomannes  nekke  gawdeid  with  viij.  gawdeid  of 
gooldi;  and  viij.  perles. 

hem,  a  rynge  with  a  grete  saphyre. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  a  noiher  ryng  with  ao 
amytes. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  iij.  Agnus  Dei  ot'  goolde. 

|(cm,  my  master  gaff  her  a  gret  sygnnet  of  goolde 
with  the  vemycle* 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  v.  odre  ryngis  of  goolde 
withowi  stones. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  a  cheyne  of  goolde  with 
a  lokke  of  goolde  gemyshed  with  a  rubye. 

Item,  my  master  gaff  her  a  lytell  gerdyll  of  sylkc 
and  goolde  called  a  demysent  and  the  barneys  of 
goolde. 

Ilcm,  mymastergaffhera]ongeofvyolet  engreyncd 
furred  with  martresand  purfeled  with  martrcs. 

Item,  the  xvJij,  day  of  l-everer  my  master  delyverid 
to  tny  Lady  to  have  to  Braye  a  bed  of  cremysen 
damaslteembrowdered  with  Cyle  counterpoynte  and 
lestour  all  affter  one. 

Item,  the  same  day  my  master  delj-verid  my  Lady 
a  bede,  a  cyle,  a  coi]nterpe>Tit  and  a  teslor  of  Aras 
with  out  goolde. 

Ittm,  a  pece  of  Aras  for  hangenge  conteynenge  in 
length  xj,  yerdes  and  iij.  quarters. 

Item.  .1  nother  pece  of  Aras  conteynenge  in  length 
viij.  yerdis  and  lii.  tjuarters. 

Item,  a  nother  pece  conteynenge  vij.  yerdis  a 
quarter  and  di.  in  length. 

Item,  a  nother  pece  of  Aras  conteyneng  v.  yerdes 
and  iij.  quartere.=i  in  length. 

Item,  delyverd  to  my  said  Lady  iiij.  peces  of  new 
Aras  wyche  cam  late  fro  Caleys  wereof  on  is  a  cover- 
toie  fore  a  bcdde  and  the  todde  [sic]  iij.  ar  tapeltcs 
2  [ 
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conteynenge  all  iiij.  peces  in    flemesh  dies  squire 
C  iiip  xij. 

Item,  my  master  left  at  London  at  his  dcpsrtpgej 
to  Braye  in  his  place  in  Bathe  Rowe  the  3n,  dij| 
of  feverer  ij.  brede  clothes  of  Blcwe, 

Tlem,  the  vij"'  yer  of  Kynge  Edward  the  iiii* and ^ 
the  xvj.  day  or  March,  my  master  sent  to  my  Lady ! 
Bray  a   longe  coshon  of  cremesen   velvet   and  ii}.] 
schorte  coshones  of  creme>iL*n  velvet.     Item,  a  longcl 
coshon   of  grene  velvet   and  ij.  short   cushon^i  0( 
yrene  velvet. 

Item,  the  same  tyme  my  master  delyverd  her  a 
cheyne  of  goold  of  the  olde  facyon  prise  iiij,  ni»rtii:,j 

hem,  the  yere  above  said  and  the  stJ.  day 
Apryli,  ray  master  delyverd  to  my  Lady  v.  syh 
spones. 

Added  in   Sir  John   Howard's  own  hand : — An 
the  vij.  zere  of  the  kenge  and   in   the   moulthc 
Janever  I  delyverc-d  my  wyffc  a  pote  of  stiver  to  pod 
m  grene  genger  that  the  kenge  gaffe. 

On  tlir?  bftclc  ai  this  MS.  is  Ihe  fallowing  unEmshed  mcB 
nndum  ; — 
*M''  that  I  John.  Leggt  tiawe  boiivnde   mey  self  to-  Jn 

Osberncf  jn  an  oblygacyon ' 
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A.D.  1467,  37  Jan. 

John  Paston  to  Sir  John  Paston 

[AlIiI.  MS.  33.5<)7,  r.  31 

ThahlLEc  appuirs  to  hfi  l<cn  M^tlin  in  ilie  r^nt  <fij,  liltf  Nn.  Hfr, 
mbkh  besis  -iliitf  eleven  ilayi  bier.  BcaidM  wliflt  «  tuiJ  tier*  of  y*!v«- 
(on,  no«  ihe  rrferenct!  la  Jijlio  Crey  anj  Jobn  Uurjcya,  whmi  iuunc» 
■piwar  in  iht  oihsi  Ielicf  bIw. 

Tj?  f/y  mastyr,  Sir/ohn  PaUon,  hgytig  in  FkUtrtU 
bt  Ihys  ddyveryd. 

^R,  lyeltyth  it  yow  to  wet  that  thys  day  my 
modyr  sent  me  your  Icttyrs,  wer  by  I 
undysUnd,  blessyd  be  God*  all  ihyng 
staiidytli  in  good  wey.  Atso  I  undyrstand 
by  your  lellyr  sent  to  my  modyr  iind  me  that  ye 
wold  have  yuur  lyvelod  gadyrd  as  hastyly  as  we 
myghl  do  it.  Syr,  as  to  that,  and  othyr  folk  do  no 
wers  ther  dever  \dfimr\  in  gaderyng  of  othyr  manerys 
then  we  have  don  in  Caster,  I  tryst  to  God  that  ye 
schall  not  he  long  unpayid  ;  for  thys  day  we  had  in 
the  last  comb  of  barly  that  eny  man  had  owyth  in 
Caster  towne,  not  with  standyng  Hew  Awstyn  and 
hys.  men  halh«  crakyd  many  a  gret  woord  in  the  tym 
that  it  hathe  ben  in  jraderyng.  And  twenty  comb 
Hew  Aws-lyns  man  liad  doun  cartyd  redy  for  to  have 
led  it  to  Yarmowth.  And  when  I  herd  ther  of  I  let 
slype  a  sertyr  of  whelpys  that  gave  the  cart  and  the 
barly  syche  a  torn  that  it  was  fayn  to  tak  coven  in 
your  bakhous  system  at  Caster  halfe,  and  it  was  wet 
within  an  owyr  aftyr  that  it  cam  hoiu,  and  is  nye 
redy  to  mak  of  good  malt  all,  ho  ho  !  William 
Yelverton  haihe  ben  at  Gwton  and  hathe  set  in  a 
new  bayly  ther  and  bathe  dystreynyd  the  tenauntis, 
and  hathe  geve  hem  day  till  Candyllmas  to  pay 
■syche  mony  as  he  axyth  of  hem.  Also  the  seyd 
Vellverton  hathe  ben  at  Saxthorpe,  and  hathe  dys- 
treynyd the  fermouE  ther  and  takyn  of  hyni  swertc 
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to  pay<?  hym.  And  Ihys  day  the  seyd  Yolverlon  and 
vitj.  men  wiih  hym,  with  yakys  and  trossyng  dobleds 
a.li  the  felawshep  of  hem,  wer  redy  to  ryd  ;  and  one 
of  the  same  felawschep  told  to  a.  man  that  sye  hen 
all  redy  ihat  they  shuld  ryd  to  talc  a  dystresinsn- 
tayn  tnancrs  chat  wer  Syr  John  Fastolffys  ;  wherfot  1 
suppose  veryly  that  they  be  to  Gwton  anj  Saxlhorp. 
Wher  for  lo  morrow  I  purpose  to  send  Da«i 
Ihedyr  to  wet  what  they  do,  and  to  coiuand  iht^ 
t^naunUs  and  fermorg  that  ihcy  pay  no  mooy  lo 
nobody  hot  lo  yaw*  John  Grey,  othyrmyse  call; 
John  Ddfsbay,  and  John  Eurgcys  they  be  Yelve 
tons  kapteyns,  and  they  ryd  and  go  dayly,  as  welt 
Norwych  as  in  othyr  plasys  of  yours  and  olfa; 
menys,  in  the  centre  in  ther  trossyng  dowblettis 
bornbiirdys  and  kanonys  and  chafe veleyns,  .and  do 
what  so  ever  ihey  wyll  m  the  centre;  iher  dar  no 
pore  man  dysplese  theym,  for  what  so  eiyr  th«y 
with  ther  swordys  they  make  it  lawe;  and  they 
dystressys  out  of  mens  howsys,  hors  or  cateU,  or 
what  they  wyll,  thow  it  be  not  on  that  for  that  thq  ^ 
ask  the  dwte  for.  WheT  for,  mt  thynkys  with  e^fl 
menys  ye  myth  gt;t  u  prevy  seall  of  the  Kyng  lo  be 
dyrectyd  lo  the  meyer  of  Norwyche,  as  foi  iht 
towne  of  Norwyche,  and  for  the  Countre  a  nothyr 
prive  seall,  d>Tect  to  me  and  to  som  othjT  good 
felaw,  Syr  William  Calthorp,  for  he  hatj'th  Grey,'  for 
to  aresl  the  seyd  felaws  for  sychc  ryot  and  to  biy: 
hem  to  the  next  prison,  ther  to  abyed  with  out  baj 
tyll  syche  tym  as  the  Kyng  sendyth  othyiwj' 
■woord,  at)d  they  that  the  prive  sale  shall  be  d; 
to,  to  be  chargyd  vpon  peyne  of  iher  alegeans 
execut  the  Kyngis  comandment;  and,  this  done, 
warant  your  lyvelod  that  my  lord  delys  not  ■with  sh. 
be  gadyrd  jiesybylly.  As  to  that  lyvelod  that  my' 
lord  cterays  I  shall  do  my  dever,  our  logyng  bqi  to 
tak  as  myche  profyt  of  it  as  I  may  by  the  grass  of, 

i  'Syi  WiUiun— Gtc/' bwiialcriiMWiM. 
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Whom  I   pray  send  you  the  acomplyshement 

your  hertysdesyir,  and  other  par  folys  ihers.     All 

feiawshep  ar  mery  and  well  at  ease,  blyssyd  be 

ad,  and  recomandylh  hem  all  on  to  yow.     Wretyn 

M  Twesday  next  b€for  Kandylmas, — Your  brodyr, 

J.R 

LXXI 

A.D.  1467,  April? 

[William  Paston]  to  Sir  Johw  Paston 

[A<ld.  MS.  33.S9r.  f-  S] 

Thi»  »  riDI  1  fotmiLl  Ictlcc  liul  ■  kC  or  mcrnoniiida  nn  a  loriK  itip 
of  iiapti,  li  ti  in  iht  handwiliing  af  Willsjkirt  Pistfin.  ^u  t,!  iht  judgi:, 
ano  iddrcMctt  10  ha  nephew,  Sir  John-  Tbc  date  auky  be  'fttfouL  A|iri1 
1467.     S»e  No,  m. 

2o  f/y  rils'A/  worshipjull  nivtw.  Sir  John  Pastoit, 
knyght. 

|YNE  suster,'  Arblasler^  and  I  have  ajioyrityd 

that  we  chall  kepe  no  howsoldthis  termc," 

but  go  to  horde ;  wcr  for  wc  avyse  zow  tt> 

pun'ay  for  us  a  Jogyng  ner  a  howt  my  lord 

Chanseier  that  be  honest,  for  Arblaster  will   non 

oder. 

Item,  as  for  zow^  we  avyse  zow  in  any  wyse  gete 

20«T  chamer  assynyd  with  in  my  Lordis  place,  and 

gete  chamer  a  lone  iff  ze  may,  that  Arblaster  and   I 

may  have  a  bed  ther  in  zifT  it  fortune  us  to  be  late 

ther  wnth  zow. 

Item,  take  hed  to  i;et  suyrtees  for  the  pore  men 

that  come  up  and  that  they  may  be  sent  horn  a  zen 

forthe  with  with  owt  taryyng,  and  take  avyse  ho  that 

the  proses  may  so  go  forlhe  that  they  may  be  qwctt 

at  ihe  next  assyssys  ;  take  avysn  of  Townysend. 

As  for  VelvertOn,  fynd  the  raenys  that  he  speke 

not  with  ray  l^rd  till  we  come. 

Iff  any  labore  be  mad  to  my  Lord  to  asyne  men 

1  Thii  mu»l  be  hii  brollici  John'*  widon,  Margaicl,  *lio  wai  in  Londoo 
in  Ihe  f  pring  of  i^fi/,    ^^^  ^^-  '■- 
Junes  Arbloslrr,  z  conlidBrlt] 


iarCrisod  dFiIm:  fuDily. 


'  iKaflvT  tum  bvgan  on  Iht  i^th  April  ID  1467. 
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to  here  tJie  mater  indefferently,  mike  labore  to  my 
Lord  that  the  men  be  nat  namyd  til)  we  come,  foi 
we  can  inlfurme  hym  soche  as  be  parciall  beihrt 
de4is   here  aJTo'e,   t^weche    peravenluTc    my   LokI 
wold  thynk  wer  itidefferenl  i  now  llll  he  be  infunnyd; , 
it   may  be  answetid  be   my  Ix)id   that  he   will  nalj 
prosede    no    ferther    in    itie    mater    tiJl    Ailkiterf| 
comyng   and   myn    for   we   can    best   infurme   tlie| 
mater. 

Item,  send  a  It^Cter  to  Richard  Kalle  and  lo  Sir' 
Jamys  Gloys  to  come  up  to  Ix)ndon  \n  any  wysf- 
For  ther  is  no  mm  can  do  in  dyrers  maleris  ihtl 
lhi;y  Can  do  in  answeryng  suche  mater  3S  ZelToton 
wyl]  ley  a  zen  zow.    And  also  they  can  best  mal  lh«  _ 
bill  that   ze  schuld  put  a  zens  h«ni ;  and  liter  fbrfll 
femembre.  ~ 

Item,  wrythea  letter  to  myn  susterfor  the  Cmaiti 
for  my  Lady  SofTolk,  for  we  have  no  verry  dyrecl 
answer  of  her  wedcr  sche  wyll  send  it  ar  nat 

Item,  speke  lo  lowr  alorncy  in  the  Kyngis  baKbe 
that  he  luke  9ied  to  all  iitaner  indytameniis  both  old 
and  new  and  to  all  odcr  matens  that  hangyag  ther. 

Item,  do  Pampyng  comyn  with  owr  speritiull 
concell  suche  mater  as  nedyn  iher.  And  have  new 
wrctyn  the  attestacion  that  lakkyn.  The  same  mtii 
that  wrott  ihc  oder  may  wrylhe  that  For  Zclverton 
mad  gret  avawnt  that  ye  schuld  be  byndrid  in  that,  ^m 

Wrythe  a  letter  lo  myn  nevew  John  conger  to  com^l 
up  to  prove  the  wyll. 

Speke  with  Sir  Gilberd  Debunham  qwiil  he  is  in 
cownt  to  leve  uper  Cotton. 

Item,  Zelverton,  HowysandWorceter  makcmcchie 
that  we  have  put  them  owt  off  possescyon  of  the 
lond  i  qwechc  they  Sty  Is  contrary  to  my  Lord 
Chanscler  comandenient,  and  in  trowth  Sir  Jainyi 
and  CaLle  meche  spokyn  to  the  tcnantis  in  my  lordyi 
name  ;  For  ZelvCrtoti  thynketh  that  he  may  no*' 
brcke  the  trctc.  Qwer  for.  take  a  vyse  her  in  off 
M'Tresham  and  of  Master  Staneley,andinfornienj 


SUPPLEMENT 

}rd  how  my  brader  ^  qwas  all  way  in  possescion  till 
he  was  put  owt  for  the  mater  of  bondage,  and  how 
IS  fynd  the  colafie,  and  qwat  an  hurt  it  wer  to  zow 
in  noyse  off  contrc  iff  any  oder  man  schuld  now 
receyve  any  profiilis  off  ihe  londis.  Tliey  will  labor 
thai  indeffercnt  men  scbuld  receyve,  and  that  wer 
nal  good.  My  Lord  may  say  that  he  will  end  the 
mater,  but  as  for  Ihe  possescyon,  he  will  nat  put 
zow  owt.     Labor  this  in  all  hast  posibtc. 

I  pray  yow  send  me  an  answer  of  all  such  thyngis 
aa  requirith  an  answcre  in  this  conlre,  for  Arblaster 
purposelb  to  be  with  yow  on  Sonday  sevenyglh  and 
I  purpose  to  be  with  yow  ij.  dayes  afore. 


LXXII 

A.D.  1467,  18  May 

Tbe  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  Sjk  John  Howard 

[Add.  MS.  34.889.  f  59] 

Ttw  Funoos  lournaincni  bctwren  L'I^rI  ^calei  and  ihe  Burard  of  But- 
'  wndy  loot  pUn  4l  SmiihrirlJ  -on  ihc   iiih  und  iilh  June  1^67.     Sec 
Tl.rcfrflM  /fiitfricm,  i}6.    ThU.[npet  j<  cxtnlp^ikBd  in  Appendii  taVol.  iii. 
aaNo.  1046-     It  ifi  evideD(l]p*  t'JE'F  "'^'^'^  Diigarud  Idler- 

THE  DUG  OF  NORFFOLK, 

|YGTH  iFusty  and  enleerly  beloved  cousyti  I 
comaunde  me  to  you  with  all  myn  herte. 
And  iyke  it  you  to  wete  thai  God  hath 
vyset  me  with  grete  infinultc  and  dis&ea&e, 
wherihurgh  I  neylher  can  nor  may  at  this  season 
and  comynge  of  the  Bastard  of  Burgoyne  altende  to 
th'execucion  off  myn  oflyce,  as  my  wyll  and  du^te 
were  to,  in  myn  owne  personc.  Wherfor  of  verray 
neccssite  I  must  depute  suche  a  person  in  ail  goodly 
hast  to  ocupye  as  my  depulee  and  to  have  my  full 
power  underc  me  ut  that  season  as  is  botbeof  byrthe 

1  John  I'utun,  km  DTtbcjudsc.    Dead,  in  1466. 
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honorable  and  one  all  other  wyse  \y\i\y.     How  be  it 
ihal  of  long  tyme  conlynnuynge  I  have  ben  eniiTed 
of  your  stedfa-ste  and  preved  feythful  good  cosyns 
nage  and  tendyrnesse  to  me  shewed  unfeyned  to  mif 
gret  tefule  ^  and  hertes  ease  at  all  seasons.     Wiche 
emboldcth  me  to  call  uppon  you  nrnr ;   and  rUo 
membrynge  the  honour  of  the  offyce  doynge  and  th«1 
neighnesse  of  blod«  that  ye  be  of  lo  me,  I  ihenke] 
no  person  so  convL-nable  to  ocupye  in  myn  absence 
as  you.     For  myn  uscuse,  therfote,  I  specyally  pray  ■ 
you,  as  my  feythful!  truste  is  huly  in  you,  to  laie  ihej 
labour  uppon  you  and  to  dotheryn  be  yourdisciecioB 
to  the  most  honour  of  the  kynge,  the  real  me,  and  be 
lyke  Ks  1  am  asured  that  ye  can  aud  n'ylL,  puttynge 
you  in  sureic  that  I  wull  become  tributary  to  your^ 
costes  and  charges  in  that  behalve.     And  as  for 
suche  duteis  as  schall  belonge  to  tne  at  that  tyme  bfj 
reason  of  myn  offyce,  I  syff  theme  you  for  parcel! 
your  said  costes  ;  and  at  such  tyme  as  ye  and  I 
myn   counsel!   mete  next  ye  Sciial  not  fayle  to  bt~ 
asreid  with,  to   your  pleasure  for  the  residue,  by 
Goddis   grace,    VViche   ever    preserve    you.       And 
cousyn,  1  sende  you  be  the  berer  herof  the  doubh 
of  this  letlre.  praying  that  ye  will  subscribe  it  vii 
your  owne  hande  and  send  it  me  a  geyn  be  hy 
Wryten  under  my  signet  the  xviij.  day  of  May. 

To  my  rf^lh  trusty  and  ri^th  tnirerty  btiocyi 
cousyn,  Sir  Jo  Ah  Howard,  kmygth. 

And  this  letter  is  assi^ed  with  my  lordes  own 
hande. 

)  5n£  ia  MS. 


*,D.  t467] 
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A.D.  1467,  June 
Sir  John  Howard 
(Add.  MS.  i4,SSg,  f.  61] 

Kt^  1044  in  Appendix. 

HIS  wrytenge  made  at  Ixindon  the  vjj*  ycr 

of  kyug  E  Jward  the  iiij"'  and  ihe '  day 

of  June  wytnessylh  what  Jakeltes  my  master 
Sir  John    Howard    geveth  at  the   fytenge 
betwyx  my  Lord  Scales  and  the  Bastard  of  Burgoyne. 


I 


John  .^.Ipherde 
Brome 
Willaam  Norysc 
Hefty  Straunge 
Robert  Cumberton 
Hastyngea 
John  Fowler 
Joiin  Nyter 
Thomas  Muleyns 
John  Walt^ys 
Robart  Thorppe 
John  Bloaunt 
Thomas  Thorppe 
Davy  HorcH 
Robert  Cooke 
Roltan  Clerke 
John  Hobbes 
Wynche 
John  Wady 
VVilliam  Fernwale 
RafT  Early  SCO  a  e 
Thomas  Seynctew 
VVhyctebyc 
Kechyn 
Dyott 


John  de  Spayn 
Jenyn  Saunpere 
John  Kyngton 
Lytell  Edmond 
John  Coles 
Thomas  Mershe 
Hechard  Leder 
John  Gyldor 
Richard  Waleys 
Ravenyshye 
Thomas  a  Chamhrc 
Thomas  VVhytengc 
Thomas  Grymston 
Rogor  Jewell 
Col  son 
John  Squyre  ^ 
Scarlett  ^^ 
William  West' 
John  Dykynson 
Thomas  Kowden 
William  Denny 
John  Starkeweder 
George  Hardwyn 
Thomas  Caunlerhury 
William  Yngiani 


'  Bbnk  iii  Hi. 

)  Thue  two  nun«c.  Jakn  Squyre  ind  Scukit.  an  Imdceted  teielher, 
Vltt  the  oaijic  '  ^]fo<rd"  wnll'lj  opp^Itc. 
'  Opposite  ihia  name  a  wrineii    Wil '  in  the  luMrgin. 


Roba-rl  Messeden 
John  Mynshe 
Richacd  Piitton 
Joiin  Wali«leyn 
Nicholas  Shakerlcy 
Hew  Fiynte 
Thomas  Newlon 
William  Clerkc 
Robart  Kosbet 
Herry  Nudygalc 


John  BFodebrjgc 
Aleyn  Covrpcr 
Rechard  Roger 
Herry  Cooke 
Edward  Holinan 
Rechard  Halbroke' 
Robart  Sleper 
John  Cbeynoui 
John  Hylic 


LXXIV 

A.D.    1467  ? 

John  Paston  to  his  Mother 
[Add.  MS.  34.E89.  f.  196] 


m 


This  leiter  it  No.  im,!  In  the  In.vcri[orv.  Ui.  fUlr  is  dillkiili  lafii,ta 
from  Ab  (wq  bivthen  lidoK  toBtiher  (which  WM  ralher  >  nn  acmrODt 
M  Ha  '"  'i!*'^  bealih.  iht  mmnici  of  nfi?  i**H«roi  ioiptebablt  ft« 
NcL  ll?(.}  Thcdm  EiUM  at  Ihm  1>r  culirr  ihan  Nov.  i«6e  Ise*  R*  flU 
and  ih.-ii  )rtai  mnu  quite  impouiblc     Th<  nuicin  of  Ibr  lU-u  •  'lUA 

lllUElJltfd, 

||YGHT  worchepfull  modyr,  I  recomand  m? 
onlQ  you,  lowly  besechyng  vow  of  youi 
hly.'isyiig.  Pleayt  yow  lo  we  [j/Vj  thu  oij 
brodyr  and  I  be  in  good  hdc,  bljssj'd 
be  God,  and  all  our  felawshep;  and  as  for  me  I 
trysl  to  God  to  .  .  .  yow  by  Halowmt-s  ot  mtim 
itij.  Jaycs  aftyr  al  the  feithest;  at  whyche  tyme  ' 
tryst  to  fynd  the  menys  .  .  .  dyscharge  yow  of  sychc 
folk  as  ye  kepe  of  tny  brodyrs,  and  that  must  I  do 
by  niyn  owne  menys  ;  for  as  for  my  brodyr,  by  my 
irowlhe  he  is  not  of  power  to  do  it ;  for  this  I  ensure 
yow,  so  Clod  help  mc,  he  hathc  at  thys  seosort  n«t  * 
peny  in  hys  purs,  nor  wotys  not  wher  to  get  cny- 
And  as  for  Btkbam  1  warant,  and  ye  wyl!  send  ihc 
plate  whych  ye  and  I  comond  of  for  to  helpe  "> 
paye  hys  dettJs,  and  for  to  swe  forthe  for  hys  jwge- 
ment  thys  termc,  it  shell  neytbyr  be  morgagyd  nw 
'  OppSkile  diunuDC  i>  wiitten  'cluil'ui  ihx  murcin. 
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)Id.  Wherfor,  modyr.  I  and  he  bothe  beseche  yow 
that  ye  wy\]  send  hym  the  plate  by  Jwde  ;  or  ellys, 
so  Gcd  help  me,  I  wot  not  how  he  shall  do  ;  for  hy 
the  feythe  that  I  ow  to  God  he  lokyth  every  day  to 
be  arestyd,  and  so  I  wene  he  sholl,  so  God  heipe 
roe.  Jwd*  had  ned  to  be  sped  haslyjy  lest  sycbt 
arcstys  falle  in  the  tyme.  And  as  for  my  Lord  of 
Norffolk,  it  is  promysed  me  to  have  hys  good  lord- 
shep,  but  I  must  tery  a  whyHe,  as  my  Lady  told 
yow,  for  the  maners  sake,  And  as  for  tydynges  her, 
so  God  help,  neythyr  the  Kyng  noi  the  Lordis  can 
as  yet  undyf stand  no  serteynte,  whedyr  they  shall  go 
togedyr  ayen  by  the  werre  or  not.  When  I  here  the 
serteynte  I  shall  send  yow  word.  Ve  may  send 
mony  by  Jwdc  for  my  sustyr  Annys  hood  and  for 
the  tepet  of  sersenct,  viiji,  a  ycrd  of  damask  and 
vj.  for  sarsenet;  hyr  hood  -wyll  tako  iij.  quarters. 
No  tnor  for  lak  of  ItyscT,  but  I  pray  God  send  yow- 
your  hertis  desyir  and  olhyr  pore  folys  thers. — Vour 
sone  and  humbyll  servant,  J.  Pastok. 


I  Till.    lt11.:T    niipBunllj   "a*    wrtCm   in    i.|ftj,  jpro-baUy  ill  AtiguH,  JuH 

I         hetoic  No.  CT7,     Tlit  original  13  a  conccict\  dr^t. 


L.XXV 

A.D.    1467  ? 

Sir  John  Pastoh  to  Lorp  BeaUchamp 
[Add.  MS.  35,251.  T.  25-     I5rit'  Mus-] 


To  ifie  Lord  Bechampe} 


f]|ND  foTasmuch  as  I  am  credibly  enformed 
that  my  lord  of  Winchestru  hath  sent  to 
you  desiring  that  ye  shold  ensele  dyvers 
writinges  of  graunt  and  relesse  of  your 
estal  in  allc  such  maners,  londes  and  tcnementes  as 
late  w*er  of  J.  Fastolf  knyght,  and  wheryn  ye  togider 
with  other  be  jointly  cnfeffed  to  th'  use  of  the  scid 

1  Thisnditictl  u  xrillcn  in  the  Diat-gifl,  wilh  ^  r.aXt  n,  X\Mt  tiny  t)»bw: 
*  To  mya  oii^lc  Wyiliaici  in  Lykc  rariuc' 
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J.  Fastolf,  I,  considering  the  honorable  disposilion 
and  great  sadnesse  of  my  scid  lord  of  Winchesm 
which '  hath  now  taken  upon  [him]  '  th*  adminlstra- 
don  of  testament  of  the  seid  J.  F.,  trusting  veryljr 
that  my  seid  lord  wo!  as  conscience  nequircth  con- 
sider my  title  and  interest  in  that  behalf,  pr;wc  jot 
right  hertely  that  not  withstonding  any  labour  oi 
mocion  on  my  part  or  for  me  in  tymc  passed  oiidc 
lo  you  to  cnsele  any  wrilyng  of  graunt  or  relesscot 
your  seid  estat  to  me  or  to  myn  use,  that  ye  wol  no» 
ensele  and  perfoumie  the  entenl  and  desir  of  »? 
seid  lord  of  Winchestre  now  made  unto  you. 

Sir  John  Pastok,  k. 

ludtnti:  DoniiDui  dt  Bewchunp, 


I 


LXXVI 

A.D,  1467-9,  13  Feb. 

Sir  John  Paston  to  Rogkr  Towksend 

(Add,  MS.  34.SS9,  r  tS61 

T)ii>  teltet  ii  No.  is  J7  in  ih<  Invcntvf)'.     It  oat  tinfbabtjr  <niltt»  ■ 

thr  ilc^ith  of  Jobn  pjuion,  [he  wrlieT^^fnJber. 

T0  ihe  rygh  I  uiorshypfu  Ii  a  nd  hys  best  Aetrustyd  Frai- 
Roger  Tottituscnde. 

Sight  worshipfuU  sir,  I  comaunde  nie  tn  yi 
praying  yow  hertly  to  rcmembre  (hat  by 
award  made  bytwen  yow  and  oie  by  Roget 
Townesend  for  a  lenement  in  StiiLttoD  in 
Norfolk  callid  Rees,  I  shuld  delyver  yow  all  the 
evydens  apperteynyng  to  the  said  plase,  and  not 
from  ihens  forth  to  chalenge  nor  iiHempte  ray  li^i 
yiiur  wife  n.er  yow  of  the  said  tenentcnt ; 
that  for  thes  said  causes  ye  sliuld  and  therto 
agreyd  to  geve  me  an  horse  and  xli.  to  an  harne; 
And  moreovir  before  Crislemassc  in  the  kyng^ 
chambre   ye  ther  agcyn  promysed  me  that  ye  v6ii 

*   Hire  occurs  OIL  inlttllneati-on  of  4n  HncornpTtlc  clause  :  '  ufcftc(/llf 

■  Oinille.l  in  Mi. 
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I      bro 
n     con 


h  tyme  as  I  send  to  yow  home  to  yowre  plase  by 

any  servant  of  myne  er  any  man  from  me,  that  ye 

wold  ddyver  it  hym  an.d  send  it  to  me  by  hyoi.    My 

brothir  John  hath  stud  me  word  that  he  remembird 

'ow  therof  on  my  behalfe  and  that  you  arswcrid  hym 

I  ye  wold  fjyfe  hyni  or  me  a  fayre  barneys  at  your 

comyng  to  London.     1  deme  in  yow  ihat  ye  thynke 

J      par  case  to  bye  a  fayre  Imrneys  liere  for  \.  markz  ; 

I     but,  cosyn.  as  God  help  me,  I  bowte  an  harneys  syn 

I    that  tyme  for  my  self,  which  cost  me  xx/r.    But  I  con 

[     not  desire  of  yow  so  moch.     Wherforcj  cosyn,  with  all 

'      myn  hert  I  pray  yow  accordyng  to  yowre  proraiyse 

that  it  like  yow  to  send  me  by  my  servaunt,  berer 

lierof,  the  said  sonime  of  x//.,  as  my  trust  is  in  yow, 

2nd  as  I  wolde  in  lilce  case  have  don  to  yow,  and  as 

I      in  ihe  ptemysscs  I  delt  feithfully  with  yow  and  evir 

I      so  shall  dele,  with  the  grass  of  God,  Who  have  yow 

in   Hys  Icepyng.     Wretyn  at  London  the  xii.  day  of 

Feveryer. — Youris,  John  Paston,  k. 

I  LXXVII 

I  A.D.    1468-9? 

^^ft  John  Paston  to  Sir  John  Paston 

^^  [Add.  MS.  J3,S97.  f--|] 

I         protiaklyuiiher  ii6a  ai  1169:1!  Ibi'  Ixe'ininS  of  I-cnt. 

To  my  mastyr.  Sir  John  Paston,  knyght,  tit  Flet  strrL 

jYR,  &:c.  It  is  so  that,  with  owght  ye  have 
hasty  reparacyon  doon  at  Castei,  ye  be 
_  lyek  to  have  doubyll  cost  iti  hast,  for  the 
reyn  hathe  so  moystj'd  the  wallys  in  many  plasys 
Ihat  th'Cy  may  not  tylle  the  howsys  tyi!  the  wallys  be 
reparyd  i  or  ellys  yc  shall  have  doubyll  cost  for  to 
untylle  your  howsys  ayen  at  syche  tyme  as  ye  shall 
amend  the  wailys.  And  if  it  be  not  do  thys  yer, 
many  of  the  wallys  Wyll  lye  in  the  moot  OT  longe  lo  ; 
ye  Icnowe  the  febyllnesse  of  the  utter  coort  of  old. 
John  Pampyng  halhe  had  hame  to  Caster  as  good  as 
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x""'  lylle  fyr  the  plase  at  Vernieuthe,  and  it  wer  pett 
that  the  tyll  w«r  lost ;  aiid  the  lengci  that  it  lydie 
unkyd  the  wers  it  wyll  be.  1  have  tliys  tlay  bcspok 
as  myche  lyme  as  wyll  serve  for  the  tyll.  Whi-iror  I 
prey  yow  remembyr  the  cost  of  the  werknmnschcii 
and  purvey  the  money  by  oo  mean  ot  othyr,  wlu: 
sherte  so  evyr  ye  make.  And,  for  your  owne  proJyic, 
rememb/r  to  goo  thorow  with  Hwghe  of  Fen  ;  Un  by 
my  trowthe  ye  wyll  ellys  repent  yow  er  owght  long*. 
For  bothe  ye  shiiU  loose  hys.  good  wyll  and  Wtl 
peravcnture  that  avantagc  that  he  mygbt  do  yow  in 
your  loud  recoveryng ;  wher  as  he  may  do  yaw 
harnic  and  ['/]  hti  wyll  and  than,  to  late  wys«.  Item, 
that  ye  retnenibyr  your  relesys  and  gounys  of  my 
Lord  of  NorfTolk  er  ye  com  horn.  Item,  1  send  yow 
by  the  bererherof  akttyrdyrecl  tayow  that  amaool 
my  Lord  of  Oxenfortheys  dei)"v«d  me  ;  whycb  lettyr 
comyth  fro  the  Kyng.  Item,  (hat  ye  remembyr  iii 
eny  wyse  to  serche  for  the  fyne  in  syche  plasys  as 
my  modyr  sent  you  woord  of  in  a  lettyi ;  for  myil 
oncyll  and  my  grauntdam  report  that  tliey  have| 
serchyd  in  all  plasys  thar  as  it  shold  be,  but  lb<y  can 
not  fynd  no  ihyng  of  it.  Also  that  je  look  wbedyr 
the  fyne  was  leryd  to  eny  feeffeys  tnor  then  to  my  i 
grauntfadyr  and  my  grauntdam  and  ther  tssu  ;  (of] 
and  ther  wer  eny  feofTcys  namyd  in  the  fyn,  il  is  die 
bettyr  for  yow.  My  Lady  and  my  grauntdam  be 
com  to  London  for  the  same  mater;  wherfor  it  wcr 
well  do  that  the  jwgys  wer  enformyd  of  your  malcrj 
befor  they  spot  with  tlieym.  I  prey  yow  liy«  yow 
hom  hastyly  and  se  your  owne  profyte  your  sylf. 
Pampyng  and  I  shall  clowE  up  your  howsys  as  irc  I 
may  with  the  money  that  we  have  tyll  mort:  cottie, 
but  ye  shold  do  bettyr  your  sylf.  I  prey  red  thyi 
byll  onys  on  a  day  tyll  ye  have  sped  thes  maters 
wretyn  her  in :  thowe  it  be  to  your  peyiie  tc  liborv 
theym,  rerri'embyr  your  profyt.  Nomor,  S:c.,  but 
God  kep  yow  thys  Lent  fro  lollardy  of  Hcsbe. 
Wretyti  at  Norwyche  the  Twysday  next  aftjT  that 
departyd  fro  yoW,  J.  P. 
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Robert  Buowne  to  Sir  John  Paston 
f  Add.  MS.  J4.S89,  f.  70] 

HIT  <Iatc  i>r  ■hi'.  Teritr  l«  Hjii-iI  Ly  Rtiigi^i  Rcc  bcitig  .SlkrrifT  uF  KorTolk, 
ch  tie  wju  fiuni  Ntivcmbci  tifiS  To  Ncivrmbcr  Mftg.  'Ihc  lljmf  wuuUJ 
n  10  be  Apn!  OT  May   i^^*  wlien   the  Duke  of  Niilfolk  "a  j-h  ^)rk.)piisLiL£ 

tlakcracdblc  pduci'^lun  of  Cable  j. 

To  the  right  wankifful  Sir  John  Fasten  Anyglit  bt 
this  delivcrtd. 

|1GHT  worshiprul]  Sire,  I  recommaunde  me  lo 
you,  i&c,  certefying  you  forcerteyn  ihac  tht; 
kyng  sent  a  leCtre  unto  my  Lard  of  Noj-ffolk 
for  lo  conlenue  all  maner  of  materes  unlo 
suche  tyme  as  he  sholl  take  a  direction  therin,  as  I 
am  enformed  by  Master  Haute,  and  by  a  messenger 
of  his  owTie  [it  was  sent '],  &c.  Acordyng  to  the 
same  entent  and  the  rehersall  byeslimacion  by  cause 
the  Secretary  of  his  Clerkes  was  with  the  Kyng  the 
Quene  hath  sent  a  -  letire  unto  my  l.,idy  of  Norffolk 
and  a  nother  leltre  unto  my  Lady  of  Su/Tollt  the 
elder,  desyeryng  theyni  to  common  with  my  lordis 
that  all  such  materis  as  the  Kyng  wrote  unto  them 
fore  mabe  kept  so  that  no  defaute  be  founden  in 
them,  as  ye  may  understand  by  youre  letire  sent 
frome  the  Quene,  &c.  Also  Roger  Ree  the  Shirereve 
of  the  Shire  wilbe  at  Caster,  as  my  I^rd  Tresourer 
told  me,  upon  Tuesday  or  Wedynsday,  to  se  that 
goodt  rule  be  kepi,  Also  my  Lord  of  York"  sendis 
you  a  lettre,  Arc.  My  Lord  Scalez  is  with  the  Kyng, 
Jkc.  I  take  unto  the  hrynger  herof  xxj.  that  is 
sufficaunl  as  he  wille  telle  you,  also  the  sccretaryc, 
vjj.  \\\\d.  As  for  all  othere  materes  for  haste  I 
contenue  unto   that  I   may  have  leyser  to  write  lo 

>  Thi'ie  wcidt  u«  interlined  licroic  'Ac..'  bul  ptHiibly  are  i»ti-iid«]_  \a 
Ik  read  with  iNt  ntiif  sentence,  wbicb  U  dilTictili  to-corulrue,  tbtrf  IwiPi^ 
DO  punLiuaiiun  in  ihc  M^. 

5  Before  the  wNjrd 'a'  '  oOlhtrE '  i*  latwlintd,  pnibablf  by  iflAdrntenCe . 

>  ArcliblibopNevill. 
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you.     I  pray  you  to  reCommauDde  me  to  my  tnatUei 
your  modcr     At  London  upon  Sonday  in  hast 

KOHERT  BkOWMI£. 

The  Itttec  h  indoised  in  a.nother  hand  : — 

•  The  Counsell  of  my  Lnid  of  Suffolk,  Robctl  Hariodm. 
The  Coun».-ll  of  my  Loid  of  NorA'dlli,  Sir  Ttiomu  WBlpm. 
knyght  [sergeant  si]  Uwe  and  Richard  SoulhwcUandlacTOMk 
of  I  hem.' 

LXXIX 

Wii-LiAM  Paston  to  Margerv  Pastom 

[Add.  Ml.  33.597,  f.  Sl 

Thii  lctt«i  it  dI  un-ccitaifi  dule,  ifid  app^i-tncly  (toulil  htm  hei  pknl 
inanr  yean  cailici,  but  iliai  ili<:  aclilrckt  wu  ini>leultiig  and  tbtraMna 
nihu  MrplolKE.  It  ii  »ri*iiilyin  Oif  buniiiiitmg  «r  WlllinBPalM 
win  ot  Ltae]iiil|{e:  but  chc  '  Mai£B7'  Putanio  wIioDgii  i»  iiVlnjili— 
la  be  hit  broiliFr  Juhn'i  wife,  Mue*"';  Hii  nephnn,  John  hsaai 
Mnt.  Kcis  la  Ik  u  ^disol  Id  Laaiati.  HU«ix«r  E)inbc(li.  vIm  ■*■■■ 
ried  ii>  Kolirri  Payningt  in  1458.  b  iitf*  luii  i.^  b*  upoa  ih*  poui  ^ 
ABrrijLgc,.  1:>u.l  very  likc^  An  cBu-lfcr  negorialion  u  referred  ict.  fev  EhccUis 
oF  Juliu  t'uOin'i  uint  muii  have  been  luleeaal  ths>  date.  Si.  Ltataa 
tl*y,  uD  w'ltLcti  tbe  leucf  ^ofr  wriitcTi,  u  ikie  rolli  Au£;u«l- 

To  his  ryike  wofehypfull  and  hartky  U'tlitb€im.yi 
iusdr.  Margin  Fasion,  dweHy^  in  Nifrmydu. 

HYTHE  liirthely  well  belovyd  suster,  I  rew- 
[Hand  me,  &c.  And  I  have  received  iowk 
leileres.  And  as  for  my  nevewes,  ihq 
lerne  rythe  well  boihe,  and  there  gowry* 
and  there  gere  schall  be  mad  for  hem  a  cordyng  the 
enthenthe  of  zowre  letter,  and  all  oder  th>-nggis  thai 
behovyth  on  to  here  profyihe  harddcly  to  my  powat 
ATid,  Susler,  God  zelde  sow  for  lowre  labore  fore  mr, 
for  gaderyng  of  ray  mouy.  And  I  pray,  as  soneas 
ze  receyvyth,  send  it  hedcc  be  some  trusty  man; 
and  that  it  plese  to  calle  ther  on,  &c.  My  suster  kruj 
my  broder  recOTnand  hetn  to  zow  bothe,  and  [  nii^J 
say  to  zow  in  counsKyll  &che  is  Op  on  poyn  i^H 
mariage,  so  that  modcr  and  my  broder  sett  frcndely" 
and  stedfastely  there  pn,  lelce  as  I  wothe  well  ze  *olid 
and  it  lay  in  zow  as  it  dothe  in  hem,  &c.  1  pray  w 
do  zoure  parlSie  to  kail  theron.  \\  were  to  long  Id 
wrylhe  on  to  zow  all  the  maner  of  demenyng  of  thii 
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malcr;  and  therfor  I  have  spoke  to  Wyllyam  Wot- 
seler  and  to  Wothewell  to  lell  it  zow  holly  as  it  is.  I 
wothe  ryth  well  zow  (sU)  good  labore  may  do  moch^ ; 
and  send  me  word  how  ze  here  as  hastcly  as  ze  may. 
Item,  Howard  spak  of  a  mariage  betwe-t  his  sone  and 
my  neece  Maigeiy,  zowr  dolhi:r  :  it  wcr  well  do  such 
maleres  wer  nawthe  sclawfuliy  laboryd  ;  it  is  wurchyp- 
full,  &c.  Send  me  word,  and  Gog  (sic)  have^ow  in  His 
kepyng.  Wretyn  at  London  on  Sent  Lawrens  day  in 
hast, — Be  zowre  brodyre,  Wvllvam  Paston. 

Item,  send  zow  a  letter  djrectyd  to  VVoUysby,  I 
pray  zow  lethe  it  be  detyvered  hym  as  hastely  as  ze 
may  ;  and  if  ze  come  to  this  centre  I  am  leke  to  ae 
20W,  and  we  schall  make  rythe  mery  I  trust. 

LXXX 

A.D.  1469,  12  March 

Margaret  Paston  to  Sir  Johk  Paston 

[Ad!d,  MS.  34,889,  r  xai] 

ThW  Ictier.  M-a.  loM  In  the  Invpnliiry.  must  hni-e  tuta  wriiien  ia  iftQ, 

nfiei  ilir  Ilu.li>!  of  Norfolk  Bnil  Sir  Wjllmi"  Velrervoii  haJ  t^iii  posicssiun 
of  Ka^ioLrn  liuid«. 

7'tf  Sir  John  Paston^  knygkt,  be  this  delivered  in  hast. 

CIRETE  you  wele  and  send  you  Ooddes 
blyssyng  and  iryn,  desiryng  you  to  re- 
comaund  me  tQ  my  brother  William,  and  lo 
comunt;  with  hym  and  your  councell  m 
such  maleris  as  I  wryght  to  you,  that  ther  may  be 
purveyd  be  some  writytig  fro  the  Kyng  that  my  Lord 
of  Norffolk  and  his  counccU  seas  [cease]  of  the  wast 
that  thei  done  in  your  lordsheps,  and  in  especiall  at 
Hcynford ;  for  thei  have  feiled  all  the  wood,  and  this 
weke  thei  wuU  carie  it  a  wey,  and  lete  lenne  the 
wateris  and  take  all  the  fyssh.  And  Sir  William 
Yelverton  and  his  sone  William,  John  Grey  and 
Burgeys,  William  Yelverlons  men,  have  ben  at 
Guton  and  takyn  distresses,  and  with  ought  thai 
[b«/s«]  thei  wull  pay  them  thei  shall  not  set  ought 

2K 
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no  plow  to  tall  there  lande;  thei  byd  them  lete  there 
land  lye  on  tilled  bui  if  [jjn/fjj]  ihei  pay  them.  So 
that  if  the  tenaunles  have  no  remedy  that  thei  may 
pesilily,  with  OUghl  assaught  or  disttcsse  Ukyng,  l»e 
the  seid  V'elverlon  or  his  men,  or  of  any  other  in  there 
names,  at  there  liberie  herye  there  landis,  with  In 
this  vij.  days  there  tylth  in  the  fcldis  be  lost  for  all 
this  yerc  and  thei  shall  be  on  daon  ;  and  iliough  yt 
shuld  kept!  it  here  after  pestbilly  ye  shuid  lese  thCH 
ferme  of  thi^  yere,  for  thei  may  not  pay  yoii  but  if  " 
[un!^s]  thei  may  occupie  there  landis;  thei  set  not 
so  sone  a  plow  ought  at  iher  gatis  but  tlier  is  i 
felesship  redy  to  take  it.  And  thei  ride  with  speri* 
&nd  launyegays,  like  men  of  werre,  so  that  the  sdd 
tenacntis  arn  a  ferd  to  kepe  tliere  owyn  hovges. 
Therfore  purvey  an  redy  lemedy,  or  elhs  ye  lese  the 
tenauntis  hiertis  and  ye  gietly  hurt;  for  it  is  gret  pely 
to  here  the  swemefulP  and  petowse  conipleyrtis  of 
the  pore  tenauntis  that  come  to  me  for  comfeit  and 
socoui  sometime  vi.  or  vij,  to  geder.  Therfore,  for 
Goddis  love,  se  that  thei  ben  helpyn,  and  desire  mj 
brothere  William  togeveyou  good  concell  her?. 

Also  il  is  told  me  that  my  Lady  of  Suffolk  hoi 
promysed  you  here  good  will,  if  your  baiga)ii  of  tb 
mariage  -  holdyth,  to  do  as  largely  as  she  shall  be' 
disired,  or  largelyer  if  there  beanyappoyntment  tak^n 
a  twix  you  for  any  matercs  a  twyx  her  and  you.    And 
[(>.  if]  thei  wuldavyse  you  togeve  any  money  to  here 
to  make  here  refuse  or  djsctayme  here  tititl,  me  seiuylh 
ye  may  wele  excuse  you  be  the  money  that  she  had 
last,  and  be  the  wrongis  tliat  were  don  be  here  and 
here  men  in  fellyng  of  wood  and  puUyng  doune  of^ 
your  place  and  logge  at  Htylesdon,  and  takyn  a  we  " 
of  the  shep  and  your  faderis  goodis,  which  were  taky 
a  wey  at  the  pullyn  don  of  the  seid  place ;  wheche 
wele  considered,  she  were  wuithy  to  recompense  you 
And  [i/]  the  Kyng  and  the  lordis  were  wele  enfonned 
thei  wuld  cOnsidere  the   redilyer   your   hurtis.     Iti 
'  stutHu'kl.  ianowful — HailiwolU.  "Wilb  Anne  HkulE. 
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semylh  this  Sir  William  Yelverton  hatli  comfort  that 
he  is  so  bold,  for  [he ']  hath  ryght  prowdc  and  fowle 
Uuig^e  a.iid  ryght  slaundrows  10  the  lenauntis,  as 
thei  have  reported  to  me.  Therfor  be  ryght  ware 
that  ye  byndc  not  your  self  nor  tnak  non  ensurance 
till  ye  be  suer  of  a  pesibill  possession  of  your  lande ; 
for  oflyn  Lyme  rape  rueth,  and  whan  a  man  hath 
made  such  a  covcnaiite  he  must  kepilh  it,  he  may  not 
chese  ;  lheie[rore']  be  not  to  hasty  lill  your  londe  he 
clere.  And  labote  haatly  a  remedy  for  thics  premysses, 
or  ellis  Sir  John  Fastolffis  lyvelode,  though  ye  entrc  it 
pesibiilly,  shall  not  be  worth  10  ye  a  groie  this  yere 
with  ought  ye  wnU  on  do  your  tenauntis.  I  pray  you 
rcmembre  a  kerchye  of  Crcmyll  for  your  suster  Anne. 
Remembre  to  labors  some  remedy  for  your  faderis 
will  whill  tny  Lord  of  Caunlerhury-  ly^'yth,  for  he  is 
an  old  man  and  he  is  now  fremdly  to  you  and  if  he 
happed  to  dye,  how  [tcAo]  shuld  come  after  hym  ye 
wote  never ;  and  if  he  wer  a  nedy  man,  in  asmych 
as  your  fader  was  noysed  of  so  ^eet  valew  he  wull  be 
the  morstraunge  to  entrete.  And  lete  this  be  not 
for  gets  ;  for  [if]  ther  were  on  [^fie]  that  aught  us  no 
good  wyli  he  myght  calle  tis  up  to  make  accounts  of 
his  goodis,  and  if  we  had  not  for  to  showe  for  us 
whCfC  by  we  have  occupied,  he  myght  send  doun 
assentence  to  curse  us  in  all  the  diosyseand  to  make 
us  to  delivere  his  goodis ;  which  were  to  us  a  grel 
shame,  and  a  rebuke.  There  fore  purvey  hastly  and 
wyssely  iherfore  whill  he  lyvyth,  and  do  not  as  ye 
dede  whill  ray  Lord  of  York'  was  Chanceller  make 
delays,  for  if  ye  had  labored  in  his  tyme  as  ye  have  do 
siUi,  ye  had  be  thurgh  m  your  materis ;  be  ware  be 
that,,  and  lete  slauth  nomor  take  you  InsuchdifTaught; 
ihynk  of  after  clappes  and  have  provysion  in  all  your 
work,  and  ye  shall  do  the  better.  God  kcpe  you, 
IVretyn  on  Myd  Lent  Sonday  in  hast. 

Be  your  moder,  M.  P, 

I  Oniticd  In  MS.  *  C«T!!nBrl  Boutchier. 

'  Gmrev  Nrrill,  Arcbbbltop  at  York.    Uc  luircndcred  ihe  -Greu  Smi 
CO  IbeBcEi  June  1467. 
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Cardinal  BoUrchiek's  Declarateom 

[Add.  MS.  34.SSg,  f.  127] 


i 


Thric  dtKtuatHI:  11  Nik  iir^j  jfllht  iHvoiiorT-    Flam -whu  kl«pM  Pmn 

iiHiriL-.  lu  htt  wn  Sii  John  in  ihc  ctjil  of  ilii  Lai  Itiici  a1>iui  lin  IcOa  ■ 

ia  VuL  II-  !>■  jjiif  w-e  may  avieu  ii  «ttli  ];jciu  protutJjiliiy  b>ih<  ftM  14!^ 


SO  all  cri&ten  men  to  wiiuin  ihis  pn 
wntyng  shall  come,  Thomas,  by  the  pru 
dence  of  Cjod,  Pre«te  Cardinal!  Atchid 
shopp  of  Caiunlerburj',  Primal  of  a31  Ingl 
and  Legat  of  the  Appostallic  See,  gretyng. 
now  late  Alice,  Duchesse  of  Suifolk,  come  to  us 
desirid  of  us  to  dismysse  us  of  oure  t^tate  and  W 
cnscalL  a  deed  of  a.  relees  of  the  itianer  of  HayK'sdoii 
with  the  appurtenaunce  in  the  counte  of  Norffolt; 
which  we  denyed,  in  as  myehe  as  wee  sJode  infeoffyed 
in  the  seid  nianer  with  othirs  to  the  use  of  Sir  Jalm 
Pasion  knyght,  sone  and  hcire  to  John  Paston 
sqwyer ;  to  the  wliiche  the  seid  Diichesse  replied, 
seying  and  alTermyng  that  she  was  accotdyd  and 
agreed  with  the  seid  Sir  John  Pasion  by  the  ni' 
of  the  ryght  Reverent  fader  in  GoA,  George  Ai 
bysshop  of  Yoric,  and  that  the  seid  Sir  John  P. 
was  fully  assented  and  agreed  that  the  w^id  DuchcsMj 
shuld  have  the  seid  manere  wyth  th'appurlenaunce 
hir,  hirheyrisandassignes  for  ever  more,  and  thai 
the  feoffees  enfeoffid  and  seisid  in  the  seid  tnancrt' 
wyth  the  appurtenatince  shuld  relees  and  make  astate 
to  hir  orsuchasshee  wolde  assigneof  the  seid  monerr 
wyth  th'appurtenaiince ;  the  wehych  we  aiiswerdeand 
seid  upon  condicion  that  the  seid  Sir  John  Paston 
weere  so  agreed  we  wold  rclees  wyth  a  goodwyll,  and 
eU  not ;  and  yff  so  were  that  we  cowde  underslaDcl 
hereafter  by  the  seid  Right  reverent  Fadir  in  GwJ, 
George  Archebisshop  of  York,  or  by  the  seid  Sir  Jolio 
Paston,  that  ther  ware  noon  such  accorde  made  hf 
twex  the  seid  Dqchesse  and  the  seid  Sir  John,  Uul 
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ttiaii  oure  deed  and  relees  by  us  so  ensealed  olT  the 
seid  maner  wyth  ih'appurtenaunce  shuld  stond  as 
voyd,  and  of  no  force  nor  t-ffecte  ;  to  tht  wehyclie 
the  seid  Duches  agreed,  and  prayd  us  that  we  wold 
sealle  bir  a  deed  of  the  same  raaner,  W7ehe  shee  had 
theere  redy,  uppon  the  same  condicion  and  uppon 
noone  other.  And  wee  than,  al  liir  specyall  rerjiiest 
upon  the  condicion  aforeseyd  rehersid,  sealid  the  seyd 
deed  and  delyvered  it ;  and  the  seid  Duchessc  at  the 
same  tymc  promitted  us  that  she  wold  use  and  kepe 
the  seid  writyng  noo  notherwise,  nor  to  noon  olliur 
use  but  uppon  the  same  condicion  as  is  aforeseid. 
In  witnesse  whereoff,  to  this  oure  present  writyng  we 
have  setle  oure  sealL 

Lxxxn 

A.D.  1470,  I  March 

John  Paston  to  Sik  John  Pastom 
[Add.  MS.  34,889,  f,  192] 

Thi)  Ictrcr,  which  is  No.  lufiain.  thr  lawDtDiy,  niay  b«  daLcd  1470,  try 
cominhng  Ihc  luuvripl  w-itti  the  Wiaamg  of  No.  6ST,,i>'hii:h  «ntn>  ID 
hbvr  bem  writlen  in  ajiiiurcr  111  lE.  Jtjbn  DaDbcnef  wiu  liUlcd  at  tht  aitffe 
ufCiiUteriD  11(19.     Sec  No:.  631,  639. 

YCHT  worchepfull  Syr,  I  recomand  me  to 
yow  afiyr  the  old  maner,  sertyfyng  yow 
that  I  have  cOmonyd  with  my  modyr  for 
your  coming  hom,  but  I  ran  not  fynd  by 
hyr  that  she  wyU  dcptTt  with  eny  sylvyr  for  your 
coslis,  for  she  and  hyr  cwrate*  alegge  mor  povertt; 
then  ever  wasse.  Item,  as  for  your  clok  at  Har- 
cortis  it  wy!l  be  nye  Estern  er  it  be  redy,  for  ther  is 
stolyn  OM  of  Iiys  chaunibyr  some  of  the  ger  that 
belongyd  therto,  and  that  must  have  leyser  to  be  mad 
ayen.  ItL-ni,  the  caryerforgat  yourbyll  behyndhym, 
bvlt  it  was  delyveryd  all  to  gedyr,  but  it  shall  be 
browght  yow  and  the  wyndas  with  the  teles  by  the 
I  next  caryer,  as  myn  orangys  shall  com  to  me  I  tryst, 
[     Dam^  Elyzabet  Calthorp  is  a  fayir  lady  and  longyth 

I  I  Jnmeinioys. 
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for  omngis,  thow  she  be  not  with  chyld.    Ilcm.  I  pra; 
yow  that  ye  wyll  maJce  aqwetance  on  lo  ihepersfjo 
Mawtby '  and  to  John  Seytie  aS  executors  to  johni 
Dawbeney,  for  they  wyll  take  non  admynrsiiacyoR  cj 
hys  goodis  tyll  they  be  aqwetansyd  of  youre  and  my 
modyr.     Ye  inaye  do  it  well  j  nough.  so  God  help 
me  ;  for  I  wot  veil  ye  owt  hym   mony,  and  he  lut 
yow,  if  so  be  that  he  wer  trewe  when  he  dyid.  and  I 
wot  well  we  fond  hym  ncTyr  on  trew  in  hys  lyve;  but 
hys  frendys  and  othyr  of  the  contre  putt  ^rett  dcfa' 
in  me  that  ther  is  no  thyng  don  for  hym,  seying  that 
he  myght  do  no  more  for  us  but  lose  hys  lyfe  in  your 
servyse  and  myn  ;  and  now  he  is  half  for^otyn  among 
us.     Wherfor  1  pray  yow  let  thys  be  sped. 

Item,  as  for  Doctor  Pykenham,  J.  Fampyng  cui 
tell  yow  he  is  not  in  Norwyche.     When  he  comyth  1 
shall  spek  with  hym  and  send  yow  hys  answer.    Item, 
as  for  ntyn  oncyll  Wyliiam,  I  have  grant  to  hare  i     i 
byl!  of  hym  what  every  thyng  lythe  for ;  but  all  thyafiH 
is   not  yet  in  rest  ayen   that   was  remevj-d  for  ihe^V 
chyrchyng  of  my  lady  Anne.     As  sonne  as  I  have 
the  byll  I  shall  send  it  yow  and  hys  answer,  whyclie 
he  wyll  fyrst  have  plegyd  owght,  and  also  whethyr  he 
purposyth  to  do  as  he  seyd  by  my  graundamj-s  IoeuL^ 

Item,  Gefrey  Spyrlyng  hathe  ofte  spokyn  to  mc  I>^| 
send  to  yow  for  lo  uiidyrstand  how  ye  will  dcell  with  " 
hym  for  hys  place  in  Norwyche,  for  he  seylhe  that  he 
had  lever  have  your  good  maslyrehip  ther  in  then  eitfj 
othyr  manys  good  lordshep  ;  for  and  ye  wyll  lie  h 
good  maSlyr  he  wyll  swtf  no  ferthcf.  Ot  eliys  he  mil! 

Item,  a  for  (su)  for  myn  old  reknyno;,  I  shall 
it  up  in  hast  and  send  it  yow  for  your  beityr  remem- 
brance, for  as  me  thynkyth  by  your  wtytyng  ye  have^^ 
nye  forgetyn  it ;  but  I  am  rype  j  now  in  it  it  for  myi^H 
owne  dyscharge.     Item,  I  pray  yow.  take  in  toyeurff^ 
ward  a  short  murry  jomade^  of  myn  whyche  Jscobyn. 
Wykis  woman,  hathe  lest  that  she  be  flyttjmg  and  thai 


1    Rolwrl  Culfcr  or  ColKltl.      S«  ftMl  pae*- 
*  Kalllftcn  gjlvci  'joinn'  »i  '  a  kinil  nf  clmlt' 
ftil  ulour. 


'anmj 


wWitfvl 


A.n.  1470] 


SUPPLEMENT 


M3 


it  be  excbelyd.      Item,  I  piay  yow  3end  me  swyi 
tydyngis  of  the  world  in  hast. 

As  forthe  bysheopQnVynchestyr,W.Wyrceleyrtold 
my  modyr  that  he  had  takyn  charge  x.  dayis  or  then 
Pampyngcam  honi :  but  he  wenyth  that  the  byssliop 
wyil  he  ayensi  yow,  insomychethat  [he']avysyd  my 
modyr  to  consell  yow  that  ye  sholl  labor  to  my  Lord 
Cardynall '  that  the  seydbyshop  sbold  not  be  amytted 
to  take  admynystracyon.  No  mor,  &:c.  Wretyn  at 
Norwyche  the  fyrst  daye  off  Marche.  J.  P. 

I  pray,  get  us  a  wyCe  somwher,  for  Mflius  est 
nubere  in  Dcmifio  quam  urere.     {ca'  primo.)  * 

Noverilis  univcrsi  per  presentes  me  J.  P.  mylitem 
remisisse,  &c.  Roberto  Cotteler  personie  ecclesis 
de  Mawtby  in  comitatu  Norfolk  et  Johaooi  Seync 
de  Rollysby  in  eodem  comitatu,  executores  testa- 
ment! et  ultini.'e  voluntatis  Johannis  Dawbeney 
armygcri,  nuper  defunCti,  omnimodas  acciones,  taiti 
reales,  &c.  quos  versus  eundem  Roberlriim  sive 
Johannem  Seyne  habui,  habeo,  &c.,  racione  alicujus 
debyti  dicti  Johannis  Dawbeney,  jam  defuncti, 
mychi  dicto  J.  Paston  debite  {sic)  a  principio  mundi 
usque  in  diem,  &c.     In  cujus,  S;c.     natum,  &:c 

As  for  the  yet  of  the  Kyng,  let  it  be  set  in,  but  as 
for  the  daye  and  the  monyth  let  it  be  owt,  for  the  day 
must  be  aftyr  probate  of  the  w)'ll  and  the  admynys- 
tracyon  takyitg,  I  pray  you,  let  thys  be  sped  in  all 
bast  possybyll ;  and  as  far  your  obligncyon  and  syche 
ger  as  belongyth  to  yow,  1  shalbe  swyr  of  it  er  they 
have  the  aqwctance. 

Item,  as  for  o»yr  afrayis  her,  J.  Pampyng  can  tell 
yow  ;  but  and  they  get  me,  ye  loose  a  brodyr,  ^uod 
juraivm  est. 

It  is  good  to  do  by  the  comandmcnt  of  your 
mastyr  whyll  I  am  s-o  well  boryn  owte  ;  thys  my  lord 

1  OnuIlFil  ill  MSi  *  Caiilinal  Ttourchiei, 

>  The  rcfcpCHC*  is  u  iBuouate  u  the  quACalidd,    Tbe  text  rsitmJi  ts 
b  I  Cor,  vit.  s:  'Mclioicst  cnim  nnbErc  quBm  urc.' 
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of  NorfTolk  gal^nlis  send  nie  woord   Asyly  aJ  am- 
fertairdum    siotnacum.      Ye    must   spek    with   yc 
mastyr  and   conion   some    remedye   haslyly,  or 
God  I  enswyr  yow,   whyll    owyr    f>wk    is  lbu5  ch( 
ysheid  with  the  kyng,  ye  nor  I  shall  not  have  a  man 
unbetyn    or    slayn   in    thys   contre,    nor    our    ijll 
novthyr,  as  well  ye  as  I,  ^uod  juratum  ett  onj 
ayen.     The  Dwke,  the  Dwches  and  ther  cotiscll  » 
wrolhe  that  ye  make  no  meanys  to  them  your  (jlfe. 

Item,  I  send  yow  Townysendis  endentwre 
John  Pampyog. 

LXXXIII 
A.D.   147&,  28  Oct. 

MARr,A.ReT  PAstoH  TO  [John  Paston] 

[Add.  MS.  34>^t  '-  2<^I 

"fhit  leliGi,  No.  1C1&7  uf  the  Invtniory,  was  wriiien  by  MarcvM  I^MM  I 
ID  on*  oFhftT  tvo  ftDfii;,  Sat  }ahn  or  /aha,  at  a  time  whua  tber  vtff  knife 
iDgslticr.    ThHt  wn»llie  (3h  in  Oclcbei  1477  av  appcan  br>  (utB  <f  <k> 
3rounscr  1troth>n-,  wriiwn  on  ihe  iilb  (Na.  KM),  10  iIm  piHCcripi  sT  vtiek 

(til  c«4Dis  to  be  AIL  ant^vei. 

jGRETE  you  wele  and  send  ygu  Goddis  blyss- 
yng  anci  inyn,  and  I  sende  you  be  the  beiert 
heiof  all  the  &ylver  vessell  that  your  gnun- 
dam  '  makylh  so  niych  of,  which  she  seid  1 
had  of  myn  huiband,  and  myn  husband  shuid  hatt 
had  ]t  of  his  fader.  And  wtier  as  she  scid  thai  1 
shtlld  have  had  &  garneys,  I  had  ner  sec  never  more 
than  I  send  you,  that  is  to  say,  sj-plaicris,  vjj.  dys&lici 
and  vj.  sawc(!ris.  The  ij.  playteris  weyn  xliij.  ixaca 
di.,  and  lh«  vj.  dysshes  weyn  IxAiiij,  unces  di.  and  the 
sawcers  weyn  xvij.  unces  j.  quarter.  And  I  marvsyU 
that  ye  sent  me  not  word  what  an  unce  of  sylrer  is. 
werth  at  London;  for  it  had  be  lesse  joparlc  to 
have  sold  it  here  and  have  scnl  you  the  money  than 
the  plate.  I  myghl  have  sold  it  her  for  \\]s.  an  un«, 
sum  xx//".  ilijj.  iijrf.  Be  ware  how  that  ye  spend  it,  but 
in  acquityng  you  ageyn  such  as  ye  he  in  daunga 
to,  or  abought   the  good   speed  of  your  materisj 

)  AgneiPuiDii,  ihcludgc'k  widow. 
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but  if  ye  take  odere  heed  to  your  expensis,  ye 
U  do  your  self  and  your  frendis  grel  diswurchep 
and  enpoverysyh  so  them  thai  nan  of  us  shall  help 
other,  to  owr  elmys  [enemies'l  gretc  comfort.  It  is 
understand  ryght  now  in  this  coontre  be  such  as 
cleyme  to  be  frendly  to  you  in  what  grcte  daunger 
and  nede  ye  stande  in,  bothe  to  diverse  of  your 
frendis  and  to  your  elniyse.  And  also  it  is  noysed 
that  I  have  departed  so  largely  with  you  that  I  may 
nowtherc  help  yow,  my  self  nor  none  of  my  frendis ; 
which  is  no  wurchep,  and  causeih  me  to  set  the 
lesse  be  us ;  and  at  this  tyme  it  compellith  me  to 
breke  up  howshold  and  to  sogeorn  ;  which  I  am 
right  loth  to  have  to  do  if  I  myght  otherwyse  have 
chosyn;  for  it  caused  gret  clamour  in  this  town  ^ 
that  I  shall  do  so ;  and  it  shuld  not  have  neded  if  I 
had  restreyned  whan  t  myght.  Therfore  for  Goddis 
sake  talce  hede  here  to,  and  be  ware  fro^m  hens  forth ; 
for  I  have  delivered  and  sent  you  bothyii  my  parte 
the  dedis  and  yowris,  and  not  restreyned  nowthere 
for  my  self  nor  the  dede.  Where  fore  I  ihynk  we 
spede  and  fare  all  the  wers ;  for  it  is  a  fowlc  slaunder 
that  he  was  so  wurchepful  beried  and  his  qweth- 
word  not  perform-ed,  and  so  Istill  do  for  hym  sithen. 
And  now  though  I  wold  do  for  hym,  1  have  right  not 
[aaug/rl]  beside  my  lyffcJode  that  1  may  maie  ^ny 
chevysans  with,  with  ought  grete  slaunder;  and  my 
lylTelode  encreasith  evill,  for  I  am  fayn  to  lakyn 
Mautby  tn  myn  owyn  hand,  and  to  set  up  husbandry 
ther;  and  how  it  shall  profile  me  God  knowyth. 
The  fermour  owyth  me  Ixxx/i.  and  more,  Whan  I 
shall  have  it  I  wete  never.  Therfore  be  never  the 
bolder  in  your  expenses  for  any  help  yc  trust  to  hav? 
of  me.  For  I  will  fro  hens  forth  bryng  my  self 
ought  of  such  daungeras  I  stand  in  for  your  sakes, 
snd  do  for  the  dede  and  for  them  that  I  have  my 
goodis  of;  for  till  I  do  so,  I  know  for  cetteyn  that 
I  shall  fayll  grace  and  displeas  God,  How  [wAo] 
""  '  Honricb. 
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have  you  in  His  kcpyng.    Wrctyn  on  Scni  Symondis 
day  and  Judc5  in  hasl. — Be  your  Moder. 

Hem,  I  send  sow  ij.  shertc  p!othy%  ichc  of  iii-  nnlis 
o(  the  fynesl  thai  is  in  ihys  towne.  I  TuJd  a  dohcm 
mad  here '  but  ihat  xuld  a  be  to  long  here  [err]  te  suli 
a  had  hem.  Zoiir  Awnte '  or  sum  ox  her  good  woman 
wule  do  her  atmes  up  on  sow  for  the  makyng  d( 
them.  I  thank  zow  for  the  gowne  that  yv  gave  tnc 
Halowmesse  day  I  hope  [I "]  xole  be  wurshuped  tha 
with.  At  re\cTcnce  of  God,  be  ware  and  take  hcd 
to  soche  thyngpis  as  is  wretyn  with  ynnc  thj-s  letter. 
Telle  yout  brother  that  the  monyis  not  ret  cownyd 
I  xuld  send  hym  for  thersarsenet  {sic)  and  dai 
that  I  spake  to  hym  foor.  As  lor  the  damaske  that 
may  be  foreborc  tyWe  the  nexte  tcTme,  but  as  for  the 
sarsenet  I  woold  have  yt  and  yt  mythe  bci  for  I  goo 
in  my  rentis.  Late  zour  brothere'  see  thys  letter. 
As  fore  your  sy^ter^  I  can  send  zow  no  good 
yn^es  of  her.  God  make  her  a  good  wooman. 

I,XXXIV 

A,D.    1471 

MAROAtiRT  PaSTOH  TO  SlH  JOHN  PaSTOW 
[Aiid.  MS.  311,889,  r.  116] 

TViis   Teller,    No.    iftA-,  ill   A]]|Hni!Li»    wimiM   wem    (n  i,AV^  ''jsrtt  mjk't** 
■tiiini   Ihe  hrnii'iinii  of  thr  wcij  h;t,  mhtn  wt  finl  bou  irf  Sir  fekm 

P^,..ti>ti\  Jc^i^n  io?el1  SpmU  Wood.     Sc*  Vol.  111.  p(K  }t^  3S- 

C'.RETE  you  wele;   lelyng  you   weie  lhat 

iher  was  lold  me  a  tliyng  in  your  abseni 

th,it  f;oth  right  nerc  myn  hert,  bca  wurchep^ 

full  man  and  such  an  as  ye  wuld  Mevc 

and  gelTe   credenct;  to,   and   that  owyth  you   righ' 

good  wille;  which  if  it  had  comyn  to  myn  rcmetu- 

braunce  at  your  departer  I  wuld  have  spoke  to  you 

of  il  most  specially  befor  all  other  materis  ;  but  I  w 

1  'I  luCd  BilaliEinnidfl  h«re'=1  ihtxiM  h&vc  go! them  maiteliB*. 
f  bliiabcUi,  wi-iaw  of  R'hiitcl  Po^nin^'L  *  OllJltedl  fal  ■>■ 

■  Sii  John  Pimtoii,  iriliu  iFiidi  Ik  to  ih«  voun^erliroilia. 
**  MvECiy  Puton,  now  probiUy  numM  to  Riicbar^  CmUi. 
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^Hso  trobilled    in  my  mende  witb  your  nialeris  that 

^^^  thet  be   so  delayd   and  lake'  no  belter  conclusion, 

;       and  wi(h  the  oiitrowih  ihal  is  in  servantis  now  a 

days  but  if  the  maysteris  take  better  heed  to  ther 

handis,    that    such    tbyngis   as    I   wuld    rathesl    re- 

membre  I  soiiest  for  gete.     ll  was  told  me  that  ye 

have   sold   Sporle   wood    of  a    right  credebill  and 

wurchepfui  man,  and  that   was  right  hevy   that  ye 

shuJd  be  know  of  such  disposition,  cotisederyng  how 

your  fader,  whos  aowle   God  assoyl,  cherysshed  in 

every  manor  his  woodis.     And  for  the  more  preffe 

that  lhi5  shuld  be  trought,  the  forseid  person  told 

me  that  il  was  told  hym  of  on  [ote]  that  was  toward 

Sir  William  Velveiton,  to  whom  Richard  Calle  shuld 

have  seid  in  thes  tennes,  that  Sporle  Wood  shuld 

be  sold,  and  that  JL  shuld  comyn  now  in  to  Cristen 

mennes  handis.     Which  if  it  were  knowyn  shuld 

cause  bothyn  your  elmyse  [ffitmits]  and  your  frendis 

to  thynk  that  ye  dcde  it  for  right  gret  nede,  or  ellis 

that  ye  shuld  be  a  wastour  and  wuld  wast  your  lyve- 

lod.     If  ye  had  do  so  in  Sir  John  Fastolfes  lyffelode, 

men  shuld  have  supposid  that  ye  had  do  it  of  good 

poUice,  be  cause  of  the  onsuerte  that  it  stoonit(?)  in, 

to  have  takyn  that  ye  had  myght  of  it  duryng  your 

possession,  to  have  boryn  ought  the  daungere  of  it 

I        with   the  same  ;    liut   for  to  do  this  of  your  owyn 

I        lyffelode,  men  shall  thyng  that  ye  do  it  for  pure 

I        nede.     And  in  asmych  as  it  is  so  nere  your  most 

I         elmyse  ere,  it  shall  be  to  you.  the  grettpr  vyiney  and 

sharoe  to  ail  your  frendis,  and  the  frettest  coragyng 

and  plcsere  that  can  be  to  your  dmysc.     For  if  ye 

be  thus  disposid  yt;  shall  makt;  them  and  ail  olhere 

I        certeyn  of  that  that  befot  this  tymc  ihei  haue  ben  in 

j        dought,  and  cause  them  to  purpose  the  more  cruelly 

^_  agayn  you.       Where  fore,  in  eschewyng  of  the  greet 

^P  slaandre  and  inconveniens  that  may  grow  ther  of,  I 

^^  require  you,  and  more  over  charge  you  upon   my 

blissyng  and  as.  ye  wull  have  my  good  will,  that  if 

any  such  ^rflle  or  bargany  be  mad,  be  your  assent  Or 
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with  ought,  be  Calle,  or  any  othere  in  your  namfj 
that  ye  restteyn  it;  for  I  wuld  not  for  a  M'  ciucsl 
thai  it  wcr  understond  that  yc  were  of  that  dtsposicion,i 
ner  that  ye  were  comyn  lo  so  gret  nede  which  shuldl 
cause  [y]tiii  to  do  so ;  for  every  [n»an  ']  shuld  thyiilf 
that   it   were   thurgh    your   owyn    raysgovcrnau 
Therefore  I  charge  you,  if  any  such  bargayn  be  mad 
that   ye  send  a  bill  as  hastly  as   ye  can  to  He 
Halinan,  that  he  do  all  such  as  have  mad  or  ukyi 
that  bargayn  seasse  and  felle  non  of  the  wood,  upon 
peyn  that  may  Calle  thcr  of,      And   how  [ir^J  sd' 
ever  wuU  councel]  you  the  contrary,  do  as  1  i&rjK 
you  in  this  beha!ffe,  ot  clirs  trost  never  to  have  com- 
fort of  me ;  and  if  I  may  knowe  ye  be  of  such  dis- 
posicion,  and  I  Icve  ij.  yer  it  shall  dtsavajrll  you  in  mj 
liffeiode  ccc.  marcs.     There  fore,  send  me  word  he 
the  berere  here  of  whcder  ye  have  assent  to  any  sach 
thyng  or  nought,  and  how  that  ye  be  disposid  to  do 
ther  in,  for  I  shall  not  be  quiete  in  myn  hert  lil!  I 
understand    yow   of  the   contrary  disposicion. — E«j 
your  tnoic  moder. 

LXXXV 

\.D.  1471,  18  Nov, 

Edmunic  Paston  to  John  Pastom 

[Add.  MS.  34,889.  (.  130,  and  Add-  «s,  17,445.  i-  S»l 

The  MS  i:if  Ib^^  ktTcr  b  in  Iwcs  fraKHk^Aii,  otic  of  ttliich  it  pfUMd  1 
■lieirns  No.  ffiS.    i'hb  olhcr  Is  Nu.  i.j^';4  in  itiF  Appendia.    Thercjn  mf 
[>riril?d  tntirc  Irom  the  iwo  fracmeiHv     h'or  Ihe  OdU,  nt  pteiimirwfTI 
CD  N<i.  SS3. 

T^  my  rytgh  tvurshepfuU  brother  Jekn  Paiten 
in  hast. 


|yGH  wurshipful  brother,  I  recumawnd 
to   iOw,  prayeng   zow   hartely  that  ze  wyl^ 
remembyr  soche  maters  as  I  wrylh  lu  jow. 
1   send  70W  now  be  the  brynggar  her  of 
mony,  wycche  mony  I  pray  zow  that  [ye ']  be  stOTc  yt 
as  I  wryth  lo  zow.     I  wend  a  don  yt  my  sylf  but  con- 
■  OiDJiiedinMS, 
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Byd^ryng  costis  and  other  dyvers  thyngis  1  may  not 
biyng  yi  abowthe.  Whet  for  I  pray  iow  hartely  to 
take  the  labour  up  on  zow,  a.nd  I  trust  to  deservyt. 
I  pray  zow  be  stow  iliys  mony  thus :  10  Chrisiofyr 
Hanyngton  vs. :  to  the  prynspaM  of  Stapylin'  vs.  in 
parte  of  payment  Also  I  piay  zow  to  bye  me  iij. 
?erddis  of  porpyl  schamlel,  price  the  ^erd  iiijf., 
a  bonel  of  depe  niurry,  pryce  jjf.  iijje/.,  an  hose  clothe 
of  zelow  carsey  of  an  ellyn,  I  trow  yl  wyl  cost  ijj. ; 
a  gyrdyl  of  plufikkot  ryban,  price  vjrf. ;  iiij.  lacis  of 
sylke  ij.  of  one  color  and  ij.  of  ane  other,  price  viij»/. ; 
iij.  doseyn  poyntlis  wythe  red  and  zelow,  price  vjif. ; 
iij.  peyer  of  pateyns,  I  pray  sow  lat«  Wylliam 
My]sant  purvey  for  them.  I  was  wonte  to  pay  but 
i)tf.  ob,  for  a  payer,  but  I  pray  zow  late  them  not  be 
tefte  behyng  ihow  1  pay  mor;  they  must  be  lowe 
pateyns ;  late  them  be  long  inow  and  brode  up  on 
the  hele.  Among  all  other  I  pray  zow  recumawad 
me  to  Mastres  Elyzabet  Hygons.  I  maysey  poverte 
partes  feleschcpe.  Vf  that  I  had  ben  so  well  purveyde 
as  I  wend  I  trowst  to  have  ben  with  zow  her  thys  i 
also  I  pjay  zow  recuniawiid  me  to  my  brother  Sir 
John.  [  fcr  lasse  he  wyl  take  a  dysplesur  with  me 
that  I  send  hym  no  mony.  1  pray  zow  excuse  me 
as  te  caii.  I  trust  to  send  hym  sum  a  bowth 
Candylmessi.'.  I  had  a  promyse  of  Masteres  Elyza- 
beth  of  a  typet  of  welvet ;  but  and  I  myth  have  a 
hallase  I  woold  thynk  me  well.  I  pray  zow  sey  thus 
myche  on  zour  owyn  bed,  and  yf  ze  can  not  sped  of 
the  hatlase  1  pray  zow  bye  me  one  of  xij*/.  or  xvjrf. 
Also  Sir  I  send  Paikar  hys  mony  be  the  brynggar 
har  ofaad  I  have  desyered  hym  to  lend  me  a  gown 
of  pulce,  and  I  have  send  hym  a  typet  of  welvet  to 
boredyr  yt  [round  ^]  a  bowthe;  and  I  pray  kow  be 
at  schesyng  there  of ;  and  yf  thai  he  wyl  not  be  cryst 
calkestowe  over  hys  bed  that  is  schoryle  in  Englysche, 
yt  is  A  lerme  newe  browthe  up  with  my  marschandis 
of  Norwych.     Sir  John  Pampyng  recummawnd  hym 

>  Staplfl  Idd,  I  MHtOUMt. 
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to  zow  and  pisy  sow  that  ze  wyl  nemeaitajrr  hy^ 
hames,  and  yf  thai  ze  otn  get  the  mony  he  pray  torn 
to  delyver  Parltar  \s.  that  he  howyth  hytn,  ,A1«), 
sir,  my  modyr  gretis  7.ow  wel  and  send  sovf  Goddis 
biyssyng  and  heres,  and  prays  low  that  m  wyl  bje 
her  a  runlet  of  Malmesey  owthe  of  the  galcy ;  and  ff 
ze  have  no  mony  sche  byd  that  /£  schiild  Ixiraii  of  h 
my  lirother  Sir  John,  or  of  sum  othtr  frcnd  of  zowii!i^^| 
and  send  [hcjr^  woord  as  hastily  as  ee  h»»c  it, 
and  sche  schale  send  zow  mony  ;  and  yf  that  re  send 
it  home  sche  byd  that  yi  schuld  be  woond  ia  ft 
canivasse  for  brochyng  of  the  caiy&iSf  for  sche  setbc 
that  sche  hath  knowyn  men  sen'ed  soo  befor.  Also 
I  pray  low,  if  ze  sj>eke  with  Master  Roger,  tell  h]fm 
that  yf  he  cum  in  to  thys  cuntre  thys  cr^'stemAi,  V 
schal  have  hys  xj.,  and  yf  that  he  cum  not  I  schaJ 
send  yt  hym  be  xij.  day  [Twe/J^i  -Oay]  at  the  fardeat. 
I  pray  20W,  hartely  remembyr  tnygere,  and  Ihit  « 
wyl  desyere  Wylliam  Myhant  on  my  be  halrc  to 
purvey  for  the  caryage  tn  as  hasty  wj-se  as  yi  am. 
Also  I  pray  xow  that  the  welvet  that  levyt  of  1B| 
typet  may  be  send  hom  a  geyn,  for  I  woold  sinrpe 
a  dobelet  ther  with.  As  for  Masteres  Blakenye,  I 
trowe  sche  be  in  zour  quarters.  I  woold  1  had  lh« 
same  entyrpryce  up  on  hyr  ihat  John  Bramppton  ai 
Atylborowe  had  up  on  master  Bryston.  Alle  the 
Coofte  recommawndes  hem  tow  2ow.  I  priy  ww, 
and  ze  can  get  me  any  pnsfjtable  servyce,  a  3«ye. 
My  brother  Sir  John  was  meved  of  my  hawnl 
Ponyngges  to  hare  ben  with.  here.  !  woold  have 
rytgh  an  hesy  serv>^e  lyl  I  were  owthe  of  detis. 
God  have  zow  in  Hys  Icepyng.  Wretyn  at  Norwychc, 
the  Monday  nen  be  fore  Sen  Edmond  the  K/ng. 

Edmond  Pastor.. 

Ofl  the  hiiek  of  the  litflter  are  ihe  followiBg  meinoriDd*  :— 
In  jjrimis,  lo  ihe  pryncypall  of  StiLpyU  In  .       vj. 
Iiem,  for  iiij.  Issys  ....  vii^. 
liem,  for  iij,  doseyn  poynlcs  .  ,     vV. 

Item,  fmr  aplonkei  rybon   .  .  .     vjJ. 

■  Muiil>u4. 
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A.D.  1471  ?  [i]  Dec, 

Mabgarjt  Pastok  to  John  Paston,  Esquire 

[AiR  MS.  34,889.  f-  211] 

_  This  teli«t,  So,  tent  in  ihc  Invcnlocyi  mar  l^uf  ihi  ywr  1471,  wlisn  il 

wtViil-<T  «vrirt  l>v  N^^.  W5  th.-it  'ih^  iWb^brocliJ^r^,  Sir  John  nnd  Jijhn,  ujch  lutlk 
tc^lh-cc  (In  Luiidun,  nu  U^ubl)  aUout  Hu  jintlrcv'*  Oay.  If  -Hf^  U  wjt^ 
wtilifEi  jusi  two  Jav^nfier  ihdC  kttui.  on  tlu  itccipl  of  untilsuant  bEWs, 
wtiklh  wu  oUctitly  &!r«. 

To  John  Paston,  Msijuyer,  be  ihis  deliuertd. 

CRETE  you  wele,  and  send  you  Goddisblyss- 
yng  and  myn,  Desyryng  ygu  to  send  me 
word  how  that  your  broiher  doth.  Itwas  told 
her  that  he  shuld  have  be  ded,  which  caused 
iDiUiy  folkis  and  mc  bolhyn  to  be  right  hevy.  Also 
it  was  totd  me  this  day  that  ye  wer  hurt  be  affray 
that  was  mad  up  ot»  you  be  feles  disgysed.  Ther  fore, 
in  any  wyse  send  me  word  in  hast  how  your  brother 
doth  and  ye  bothyr  ;  for  I  shall  not  ben  wele  at  eas 
till  I  know  how  that  ye  do.  And  for  Goddi.s  love 
lete  your  brother  and  ye  be  ware  hoiv  that  ye  walkeii, 
and  with  what  felesshep  ye  etyn  or  drynkyn,  and  in 
what  place,  for  it  was  seid  here  pleynly  that  your 
brothers  was  poysoiied.  And  this  weke  was  on  of 
Drayton  with  me  and  told  me  that  there  were  diverse 
of  the  tenauntis  seid  that  thei  wost  not  what  to  do  if 
that  your  brothere  camt:  home;  and  ther  was  on  of 
the  Duk  of  Suffolkis  men  by,  and  bad  them  not  feryn, 
for  his  wey  shuld  be  shorted  and  \i.t.  if]  he  shuld 
come  there.  Wherfore,  in  any  wyse  be  ware  of  your 
self,  for  I  can  ihynk  thei  geve  no  fors  what  to  do  to 
be  wtnged  and  to  put  you  from  your  entent,.  that 
thei  myght  have  her  wyll  in  Ser  John  Fastolffis 
land.     Thy[nWe]^  what  gret  sor[owj'  it  [shujld  '  be 

to  me  and  any I 

had  lever  ye  had  never  ktiow  the  lond ;  remembte  it 

was  the  distruccion  of  your  fader ;  uost  not  mych  up 

■  on  promyses  of  lordis  now  a  days  that  ye  shuld  be  the 
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suerer  of  the  favor  of  there  men.  For  there  wis  3  aaa, 
and  a  lordis  sone,  seid  but  late,  aiid  tote  il  for  an 
exampill  that  Sir  Robert  Harecoun  had  the  good 
will  oF  the  iordis  after  iher  comyng  in,  and  yel  wiilvfi 
shorte  tyme  after  here  men  kylled  hym  in  hys  o%na 
place,  A  itiannes  deth  is  titill  set  by  now  a  days. 
Therefore  be  ware  of  symiilacjon,  for  thei  wuU  spdte 
rylit  fayr  to  you  that  wuld  ye  ferd  \_/ared]  right  c^yll 
The  blissidTrynyte  have  you  in  his  kepyng.  Wretyn 
in  gret  bast  the  Salerd&y  next  after  Sent  Andrewc 
Lele  this  letter  be  brent  whan  ye  have  under5to 
it.  Item,  I  pray  you  send  me  iiij.  siiger  lofis,  ich 
them  of  iijA'.,  and  liij//.  of  datis  if  thei  be  newe.  1 
send  you  \s.  be  the  berer  hereof;  if  ye  pay  more  I 
shall  pay  it  you  ageyn  whan  ye  come  home  And 
forgete  not  to  send  me  word  be  the  berete  hereof  ho* 
ye  don  ;  and  remembre  the  bylles  and  remembraui 
far  the  maner  of  Gresham  that  I  wrote  to  your  bro 
for.  Be  your  modei. 

LXXXVII 

A.D.    1472  ?   [13]  Oct. 

Margaret  Paston  to  Jowfj  Pastoh 
(Add.  MS.  34,889,  f.  ii>8] 

TKit   \tntt,    Na.   Eo;e>  in  Apoendii.  wu  clearly  wn'tim  bttmcn  <k 
lurtndcr  of  Cnh^rTi  in  1460  hjia  its  vrKoy^n  by  ^^  John  Puioai  xfio  ilit 
dealb  of  the  Ihilteof  Norfallc  an  1476,     The  year  ht^  ouy  be  fdiuStWial 


* 


siurtndcr  of  Cnh^rTi  in  1460  hjid  its  vrKoy^n  by  ^^  John  Puioai  xfio  ilit 
dealb  of  the  Ihilteof  Norfallc  an  1476,     The  year  i^T^a  ouy  be«dn^ 
v«ry  pT'^lnbk  fiom  wImi  Mntgam  PaM«n  wii(c<  in  Jiuw  at  thai  ' 


(Na.  te). 

To  John  Paston  esquyer. 

GRETE  you  wele ;  letyng  you  wete  that  oo 
Salcrday  last  past  within  nyghi  the  felcssliepj 
at  Cayster  tokyn  ought  of  Mawtby  Clooj 
Jcvj.  shep  of  diverse  mennes  that  weie  put 
therein  to  pasture,  and  thei  ledde  them  a  wey,  so  (Hial 
every  man  ferith  to  put  any  bestis  or  catell  tlierin, 
to  my  grete  hurt  and  discoragyng  of  my  femiour  that 
is  now  of  late  come  thcder.  And  the  seid  evill  dis- 
posed persones  affraid  my  seid  fermouros  he 


i 
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from  YaTinoth  this  woke  and  shotCe  at  hym  that  if 
he  had  not  had  a  good  hors  he  had  belilce  to  have 
t^n  ift  joparte  of  his  lyfe;  so  that  bt  tbes  rcwle  I 
am  like  to  lese  the  profits  of  the  lyfelode  this  yere  but 
if  there  be  purveyed  the  hastyere  remedy.  Tliei 
ihi'ete  so  my  men  I  dar  send  non  theder  to  gadet  it. 
Thei  stufTe  and  vetayll  sore  tJie  place,  and  il  is  re- 
ported here  thai  rayLady  of  Norffolksethshe  wull  not 
ieas  it  ift  no  «)-sc,  And  the  Duchesse  of  Siiffolkis 
men  sey  that  she  wull  not  departe  from  Heylcsdon  ner 
Drayton,  -  she  wuid  rather  departe  from  money  ;  Lut 
that  shuid  not  be  wucchepfull  for  you  ;  for  men  shuU 
not  thEin  set  be  you.  There  for  I  will  avyse  you  to 
have  rather  the  lyvelod  than  the  money ;  ye  shall 
mown  excuse  you  be  (he  College  which  must  con- 
tynue  perpctuall,  and  money  is  sone  lost  and  spent 
whan  that  lyfeiode  abideth.  Item,  I  lete  you  wete 
that  Hastyngis  hath  entrcd  ageyn  in  to  his  fee  of  the 
Constabyllshep  of  the  Casicll  of  Norwich  be  the 
vertu  of  his  patent  that  he  had  of  K.yiig  Harry  ;  and 
I  here  sey  he  hath  it  graunted  to  hym  and  his  heyeris. 
There  was  at  his  entres  your  unkill  William  and  other 
jentilmen  dwellyng  in  Norwich.  This  was  do  be  fore 
that  ye  sent  me  the  letter  be  Pcrs  I  had  forgetyn 
to  have  sent  you  word  ther  of.  God  kepe  you. 
Wretyii  the  Friday  next  after  Sent  Luke.  — Be  your 
moder. 


2L 
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LXXXVIII 

A.D.  1473,  30  July 

Sir  John  Pastok  to  Margaret  Fastoh 

Ada.  3*889.  f.  135J 

Thii  l»[tcrlNo.  injBiii  Che  Appendii.  whteedit  dale  iifirinud  jiwj 
inEi«^  of^mi),  appcBn  10  be  of  lbs  yeu  i*;].  ai  in  thmt  ysu  mi  f 
Pulonwriut  on  tne  ;>h  Jikly  IhM  h?  bapca  to  ht  in  Ctliii  aiiliin  t  b 
(N<^,  Wh.  Lal*r  in  tb?  y«'r  (=:  Nov.)  tie  wriin  ibat  ibe  ouiincB  1 
nCctnd  tower*  nol  ready  (No.  ISO,  p.  ml  iii  V&l.  in.).  Tbt  diie  tt inn . .,. 
CDnfirmecl  by  wli&t  is&aid.  af  ibe  manor  .^kf  ±4por]c{<qa<p-  Vol.  IJL4  dDh  f^  Mj 

To  my  rygkl  wynhypful  moodre,  Afargrei  J'adfft. 

GHT  wyrshypfiill  and  my  lyght  tendn 
modre,  I  recommaunde  me  to  yo*, 
bcscchynR  yow  of  yowr  dsyl^  blessyng. 
Please  it  yow  to  weet  that  I  herde  DC 
from  yow  off  longe  tyme,  whyche  cawsythe  tnc  W 
be  ryght  hevye ;  tier  at  the  last  tyme  that  I  smdc 
to  yow  in  wryghtyng  I  hadde  (zom  yowr 
noo  wryghtyng  ncr  answer  age>Tie,  saff  by  Pb 
one  tyme  and  by  my  brother  one  other  ly 
whyche  answer  off  Playter  was  noo  thyng  acordy 
but  contraryaunt  to  other  WT-yghtyng  more  ce 
able  that  he  hadde  fi^nt  me  nott  longe  byfforel 
on  yowr  hehalve,  as  he  wrolt,  whyche  God  amen 
Neverthelesse  to  my  more  hevynesse,  I  herd?  sa 
that  ye  sholde  have  been  passhyng  hevy  for  my; 
and  in  cheffc  for  that  1  was  Eyke  to  laie  goo 
maner  off  Sporle,  wherin  I  was  pytte  in  comfort 
have  had  relyffe  by  the  meanes  off  yow  ;  and  syns  i 
was  tolde  me  thai  iff  I  Icete  it  goo  thai  ye  wold  the 
fore  dysavauntage  me  more  lond  in  tyme  to 
off  syche  as  by  poscybylyte  myght  come  to  met 
yowris.  Uppon  whyche  corage  my  grauntdame ' 
myn  oncle*  togedre  gaffe  me  an  answer  on  hyr  \ 
moche  lylte,  and  so  my  fadrc.  God  have  hys  sowit 
leffte  iHL-  scant  xl/;.  londe  in  reste,  and  ye  leffe  me* 
pleasythe  yow,  and  my  grauntdame  at  hyr  plesur: 
thus  may  I  have  lytic]  hope  off  the  worldc.     Nc«r- 

)  Afnei  Putoo.  '  Willum  Vatba,. 
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ihelesse  I  beseche  yow  to  be  ray  good  moodre,  how  so 
ever  ye  do  with  yowr  londe ;  for  I  feell  weell  that  iff 
I  have  one  losse  I  ani  lyffe  y.  like  ?]  therfor  lo  have 
three.  But  as  for  Sporle,  it  shall  nottgoo  iff  I  maye, 
Der  by  my  wyll ;  and  iff  iher  hadde  been  performed 
mc  as  largelye  as  was  prooiysed  me  by  Playter,  I 
were  sewre  it  sholde  nott  have  goon,  nor  yit  sholde 
nat  goo.  Neverthelesse  iff  ye  and  all  my  frendys  and 
yowris  in  Norffolk  myght  have  lende  me  so  moche 
monye  and  to  have  takyn  it  uppe  in  v.  yere,  I  suppose 
Ihey  sholde  pijravenlure  have  ben  payed  ageyn  in  a 
yer  or  ij.  iff  I  had  solde  any  woode.  Neverthelesse, 
plese  yow  to  weet  that  I  have  provyd  my  fadres  wyll 
and  testemu'nt,  wherin  I  maye  now!  dele  on  to  the 
tyroc  that  all  the  wxecutoris  have  refTused  ;  wherRbr 
ther  most  be  sende  sitatacians  (j;V)  to  yow  and  alle 
other  that  weer  namyd  my  fadris  executoris.  Whetin 
iff  ye  list  not  to  take  admynystracion,  as  I  woot  well 
ye  woll  nott  off  olde,  yc  most  than  make  a  proctor 
that  must,  on  yowr  behalve,  byflor  my  l.orde  of 
Canterbury,  with  a  sudiciaunt  warant  and  autoryte, 
undre  a  notarys  syngne  iher  in  the  corte,  reffuse  to 
take  admyneslracion.  And  this  instrument  and 
aultoryte  I  beseche  yow  maye  be  redy  and  att  Lon- 
don by  the  fyrst  daye  of  the  terme;  and  iff  yow  be 
notaquL^ynted  with  notiesiicheal  Tendon,  iff  it  please 
yowe  to  take  and  avowe  for  your  proctor  and  sende 
hym  auctoryte,  on  [one]  Master  John  Halsnothe 
whyche  was  a  clerke  off  Master  Robert  Centis'  and 
was  so  trusty  to  my  fadre,  God  have  hys  sowle,  and 
to  sende  mc  a  letter  off  yowre  wylle  ther  in,  I  under- 
take that  he  shall  not  do  but  as  ye  sende  me  worde. 
Plcse  it  yow  to  fffff  credenci;  to  Juddy  herin.  No 
moie  to  you  att  ihys  tyme,  but  Jhesu  have  yow  in 
Hys  kepyng,  Wrelyn  att  Caleys,  the  last  daye  saff 
one  off  Julie. — Yowr  sone,  J.  P.,  K, 


I  RobETi  Ktni,  wha  lud  keen  Jolir)  Paston  Uie  (ntlicu  (jroelfir  in  thi 
CourL  o1  ArsUm.     iitt  vol,  ii.  |}p.  17^],  vfto. 
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LXXXIX 

fl.D.  1474?,  9  May 

Sir  Ralph  Hastings  to  John  Paston 

[AAA.  us.  34,&84,  f.  tfta] 

Thiii  letter  (luHeil  u  N<>._  loji)  in  Ibp  Appnrrliit)  m*  cicaily  biIw 

Tff  mv/fifA/u/  iiwyftgfpydt  cSHsyn,  Jolmn  PaOtm, 

|OUSVN  Paston,  I  recommaunde  roe  to 
in  as  specinll  wise  as  1  cane.  Arvd  like  ' 
to  witte,  on  Sondaye  at  even  last  I 
writifnj;  and  evedence  frame  niy  lorde 
Punclii?  or  tidyngis  and  have  understondc  tbecn 
al  a  liong€.  And  oo  Monday  erly  in  the  nior 
came  to  CaJaJs  to  have  spokeo  with  you,  bul  t  < 
to  late.  Praying  you  to  advertise  my  lord*  tOi 
wcl  to  hitii  self,  etc.  .'\nd  at  my  comyng  hc 
same  nygtu  1  fellt-  doune  syke,  and  have 
kept  my  bedde  and  yitle  do.  And,  as  you  Ino 
wel>  ihe  Connestalile  sykcned  with  you  in  his  ggjr 
to  Calais,  of  whome  I  doubt  me.  and  so  I  do  of  mf 
self  bothu.  So  that  here  amongis  us  nowc  is  no 
nian  to  stirre  about  and  see  quykly  to  alle  tiling 
as  thcr  aught  to  be  and  is  ncde  to  be,  whid) 
hevielh  me  gretly ;  and  though  1  were  up  ifld 
might  somwh^t  stire  myself,  yitte  I  am  not  scUR 
so  Co  contynue  ij,  daies  lo-geder,  etc  As  for  moo 
men,  my  Lord  hathv  praic-d  me  and  advised  mc  W 
holde  mc  content  with  thoo  that  I  have,  and  tlui  I 
shulde  maki:  as  litel  cosLe  in  reparacions  as  I  tnajv. 
because  he  cannot  se  wel  howe  the  monney  ClBC  be 
goten  to  content  them.  Cousyn,  as  for  moo  men  jrc 
knowe  right  wcl  thoo  thai  we  have  are  to  fewe,  and 
we  ha-venede;  notwithslonding  I  shal  doaswelisi 
may  with  thoo  that  I  havi;.  But  35  [for]'  cny  fatter 
reparacions,  might  I  ones  for  cure  seurte  hive  ihii 


'  Ijurd  Hulinit. 
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foumisshed  Ihat  1  am  about,  I  kepe  not  to  makce 
moo.  for  I  doubt  me  that  this  we  arc  about,  ttial 
parte  thcrof  wil  resle  in  my  nekke,  because  we  eane 
not  be  seure  of  cure  assignement,  I  pray  you, 
cousyn,  brekes  to  my  Lord  all  suche  maters  that  ye 
cant;  remembre  atid  thiiike'  may  be  for  the  wele  of 
us  and  the  scurte  of  this  place,  as  my  fill  spvciall 
truste  and  alle  olhir  mennes  here  is  in  you.  I 
haddc  thoiiglil  to  liavc  wrillon  to  my  lord  to  have 
sente  some  tUhir  seurc  n:i3n  hidre  to  have  assisted 
and  holpen  us  during  ourc  infirmitees,  but  1  fele  by 
Punche  thai  my  Lord  saith  I  write  always  so  plainly 
to  him  that  hit  fereth  him,  and  therfore  I  dar  not 
but  shal  forbere  to  write  any  more  so ;  howe  be  hit, 
it  were  ful  necessarye  and  bcHofful  so  to  do,  that 
ktioweth  God,  Who  ever  preserve  you.  Writlon  at 
Guysnes,  the  ix"  daye  of  May. 

I  pr.iye  you  to  aende  us  some  of  your  tidingis  by 
this  bereras  oft  as  ye  may.  And  if  ther  be  anything 
I  may  da  lo  your  plesir,  I  shal  do  it  with  as  good 
harl  as  ye  cane  desire, — Your  tru  luffuyng  poussen, 

Rauff  Hastvhgis, 

XC 

A.D.  r475,  7  April 

William  Paston  to  Margaret  Paston 

[AJil.  MS.  34,885,  (.  arsl 

ThiilMieri.i  Nit  loy  infhc  liivfniurjjal  iheenJuf  Vul.  rn.  At  W;yrenni 
t^St^in  K  flOt  rt^  McEi^ich  and  her  ^fta  Sir  Jahn  sfftm^  ra  Itw  iherr.  w^  m^V 
brifer  Ihat  il  v>:i'-  viitten  in  (tie  yeir  147s-     ^uc  No.  757  (prt^liinlLnATy  jiole], 

I  To  my  right  worihupfiiU  sistir,  Margaret  Paston. 

£iGHT  worshupfuU  sustir,  I  recomaunde  me 
to  you,  praying  you   to  undirstonde,  the 
priour  of  Bromeholme  hatli  sent  ayen  to  me 
for  v.f.li. ;    and   my  Cosyn  William  Whyte 
me  to  wryte  to  you  for  the  rewarde  thai  was 
1  '  tbinkc '  repeated  in  M^. 
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olfird  hym  lo  his  churche  and  xx//.  of  my  btoihin 
goodys  to  be  lent  hym  upon  sufficient  auert££,  and 
by  a  yceris.  L'nde  payd  aytn  ;  he  hatb  and  may  doo 
for  you  and  for  my  nevewe.  Sir  John,  in  maiiy  ihynges, 
and  is  his  kynnestnan,  and  it  were  a  gode  frcnddy 
dedc  and  no  jopardy  nor  hurt.  The  Abboi  ol 
Wyniotidham  hatli  sent  to  me  too  tymes.  Frend- 
rihip  may  not  hang  by  the  wynde,  nor  for  faire  c^ac,  w 
bill  causis  must  be  shewid  ;  men  wene  that  I  KaddH 
your  coffers  and  my  brolhirs  and  maistir  FastoHTK 
in  ntync  awardt,  and  thai  ye  wolc  wele,  &c.  Send 
your  avi5<;  to  my  nevewe,  Sir  John,  by  the  neH 
messynger.  Ye  sent  to  me  oonys  for  the  same 
mater,  but  I  may  not  leene  my  money  to  defende 
othir  men  is  causis;  your  discrccion  (?)  thciil(illi_ 
that  it  were  no  reason.  I  have  tolde  them  yoi 
saying ;  and  as  it  is  &[a]  that  ye  may  nat  come 
the  coffers  but  all  be  togedir.  Thcrfor  ye  tnii 
sende  to  my  nevewe  and  to  Arblastir  how  ye  wS 
have  thisanswerd;  for  the  Abbot  will  be  hecrei 
Monday  at  the  sene,  and  labour  must  bee  desii 
the  next  terme.  Hit  neiiis  nat  to  jiut  you  in  re- 
tnetnbfanCe  of  my  mater  touchyng  my  I'adirs  suule 
my  modir  and  me,  and  God  kepe  you*  Wrctun 
Norwich  thu  vij^'day  of  Aprill, 

I  have  tolde  thes  folkis,  as  ye  have  seid  to  me  ■ 
weys,  that  your  will  is  gode,  bat  that  yc  may  no^ 
come  thcr^p  withoute  th'assent  of  all  your  felo>rew 

Item,   I^ay  you  Kerrtembre  the  obligacion  ihit 
Wis  hath,  and  that  I  may  have  my  money  of  lb 
parsone  of  Maudeby. — By  your  brothlr, 

William  Pastow. 


V 


A.D.   1476  [30  August] 

Sir  Johw  Paston  to  Margaret  PastoN. 
(Add.  us.  34iftS9,  f.  iS»] 

An  a^AlTA^l  i^riliU  lellcr  lv\*  bten  g>*ci«  »«  ibe  App*"^U  «  Ni?i  Itro^ 
5crnngf  ly  cnuugli  lh«rc  i^  ]!■>  menLioik  vr^eu/liiTTi?  of  tnLi  sieriouE  illtwt^  of 
yoar>E  J' elm  Pjtjln"  l-y  which  i^c  nibht  fiT.  l)ic  yiwr.  Bui  pcrlinp^  wn  pwy 
sannisc  that  it  was  u^je.  aJiti  lie  fiail  irrn  •!  C»I»it.  wncii  he  wb*  e»- 
pc^l«ij  LP  Ihc  ^pncit^d  J'lic  fact  that  hu  wn&  1]]  aL  Af  tlebijiough  ag^rrei  wilh 
ihlt  sapporicitjii.  lor  Itial  was  ilic  smi  or  thr  Filiwalilcr  family,  anil  '  Muter 
Fimwillci '  u  menliMictl  in  No,  TlSx'.  si  Ciluii  ihouing  mutli  iiiUMil  in 
tbc  pBston  fnintly.  ll  mny  lie  aTiirrvcJ  iil^i  lhAI  In  147C,  PiiiJay  *  ncut*  ibe 
l>ecollBlion  of  Kr,  J^hn  B.-iptUl  (jg  Au^^t)  vault!  he  rlic  u«ry  nevi -day^ 

TV  MiSfrcsJ!  Margrei  Paston. 

ILEASE  it  yow  lo  wele  that  twas  upponTywcs- 
daye,  the  daye  that  I  departyd  froo  yowe, 
with  itiy  brother  John  ^t  Atelborow  by  viij. 
of  tlie  clokke  at  evyn,  and  founde  hym  in 
suche  case  as  iff  ye  had  seyn  hym  than  ye  woide 
have  be  us  gladde  of  hym  osse  olf  a  iiywc  soiie.  1 
wenyd  nolt  that  he  sholde  notl  have  Ifvyd  ty!l  the 
momyng;  in  so  moche  that  by  my  trowthe  I  dare 
seye  that  iff  it  had  nott  fortunyd  us  to  have  comyn 
to  hym,  he  had  not  been  on  ]yve  on  Wcdnysdaye. 
For  syns  Saterday  sle|)yd  he  nott  iiij.  howris,  and 
yitl  iij.  of  them  was  syns  I  come  Lhydyr,  on  to  thys 
nyght ;  and  ihys  nyglit,  Llessyd  be  God,  he  hathe 
slepyd  well,  and  with  Goddys  grace  I  dpwte  not  but 
thatt  he  shall  do  weeil,  For  his  a^we  is  goone,  and 
alie  that  taye  in  hys  stomalc  and  undre  hys  syde 
it  weryth  aweye,  and  within  a  dayii  or  ij.  I  hope  he 
shall  be  so  stronge  that  I  maye  comefrome  hym ;  and 
he  hopyth  to  see  yowe  with  in  /ewe  days  affter,  as  he 
scyth.  On  Wednysdaye  I  wysshed  to  hym  that  he 
and  I  hadde  beenat  Norwychej  wheruppon  he  hacpyd 
all  that  nyght,  and  for  cawe  (nV)  he  hadde  not  so  good« 
Test  as  he  wolde,  it  fylle  in  hys  brayne  to  come  to 
Norwyche;  and  he  in  an  angjr  wolde  nedysto  horse. 
He  wolde  non  horsse  Sitter,  he  was  so  stronge.  Never- 
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thelesse  we  wenyd  non  that  Tie  sfiolde  have  been  sh 
to  have  redyn  a  mvle.  and  wenyd  that  it  had  noit  I 
passible  lo  have  passid  Wyndtiam  :  bolt  whan  he  ' 
upfM!  for  that,  we  seyde  he  roodc  so  wellc  he  \eii 
uas  a  dawnce  faster  than  alle  we  cowdt  weeU  foloi 
He  was  at  Wyiidham,  by  my  trowlhc,  in  lesse  than 
howrby  alarge  quarter, and  ther  restyd  hym  anhown 
and  to  horse  ageyne  and  was  heer  in  Icsse  than 
howr  and  one  lialffe.     And  row  he  donlelh  nuQ  1 
slepe   weell,  for   he  seyth  that  he  never  flayiyd 
slepe  weel  in  that  bedde  that  he  hathe  chas>ti  no" 
at  Frenshys.  and  thusse  1  hope  he  be  sauffe.     And 
am  in  dowte  wheltiyr  I  shall  within  ij.  dayes  o«rthe 
come  home  ta  yow  or  ellis  lo  goo  forlhe  as  ye  wooCB^ 
oPT.     No  moore,  &c.     Wretyn  on  Frydaye  nart  dwj 
Decollacion  of  Seynt  John  Bapryst. 

Item,  1  have  the  wrythyjiges  off  Richard  Caller 
Your  sonc,  J.  P»STOK,  t. 

xcn 

A.D.  1478,  t  March 

William  Eotoker  to  Sir  John  Pastob 

[Add.  Ms,  34,8Sq.  f,  152] 

Tlili  Iciletj.  No.  toij  in  Ihe  liiirentatvat  Ibc  end  uT  the  ApimVli.  ntU 
aee-JD  Ij  L*  crihe  year  1^78-  H  unll  ^  leHI  by  N  a  5J1  ihjt  La  the  htgi^ 
nj(i(inf  Ihni  ycuSii  John  Pailon  wijIih!  Mamuicc  wiili  lit,  Yainuiu^ 
--I  pjir^l  Iff  tin^  hi  Cui^ita- 

Tff  the  Ryghl  wtmhypfaU  sir,  Sir  John  Pastom  ditr 
toX^ed  at  the  si^e  of  the  George  ruxt  to  fiftifys 
Wharf;  or  lo  lefe  thys  letter  at  a  bariiourys  kMU 
ovyr  the  seyd    George  to  dtlyrey   it   lo    Sir  JtAn 

Piii/on. 


LESE  yor  gode  masterschyp  to  wele  thai 

herd  thys  day  how  a  man  wend  thatn  Jug^ 

menC  ys  passed  ayenst  your  entent  yn  the 

ende  of  the  last   termc   (hyt  was  not  of 

verray  certeyn  tolde  me,  but  as  a   dremt)   yn  the 

kynges  Chaunceryc.      I  coude  geie  none  aunswer 
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lerto.  I  pnii  God  alle  be  woll ;  hyl  wold  ease  som 
of  your  frendcs  liertys  yfi"  Ihey  coude  understand  ony 
gode  comfort.  Sir,  as  for  Robert,'  1  wold  pray  and 
requyre  your  maislershep  that  ho  may  for  his  lernj-ng 
be  abydyng  with  your  consyn  of  Lincoln  Inne,  as  yt 
was  promyscd,  and  to  be  occupycd  under  drede  of 
displesir  under  subjerion,  wytli  erly  rysynj^  accus- 
tomed, for  sloulh  ys  ihe  moder  and  nary.s.!ier  of  all 
vices.  He  hath  cosl  nic-  moch  goode  and  labour, 
and  now  he  ys  uppon  hys  makyng  by  venues 
governance,  or  undoyng  to  the  conlrarye,  and  yn 
especyalle  lo  be  not  conversant  ne  nccre  amongis 
women,  as  I  was  kept  froo  her  [//Wr]  company  xxx, 
yeres  oronysuchi;  were  of  mycounccllc,  I  ihank  Gt>d 
of  yt.  Sir,  and  ye  write  to  me  as  ye  lust,  let  no  name  be 
wythynne  wryt  whens  yt  com,  and  that  yt  be  sent  by 
sure  comer  to  delyver  jt  mc,  for  yt  ys  belter  brent 
then  foundc.  Also  your  discrecion  ought  not  loth  i(to 
take  itie  cost  and  labour  wolle  not  be  gret,  nether 
importune)  for  to  send  a  man  of  purpose  to  my  lord 
of  [«V]  Bysshop  VV'altliani  and  to  hys  councell  lerned, 
yeweteto  whom,  for  redy  serch  to  be  made  for  the  bill 
of  halflefe  of  paper  quantite  of  my  hand  I  faythfully 
de]y%*ered  to  Master  T.  Danvers  for  to  ovyrsee,  of  the 
fyrst  appoyntment  ye  wote  off,  that  ye  desyre  so  hertly 
to  sec  as  of  othyr  manyfolde  wryiyngis  bcloiigyng  to 
yow  and  lo  mc.  Yt  ys  seyd  yne  a  vers  :  Gutia  caval 
lapidem  noniii  set  sffe  eadtrtde,  Xrc;  to  a  slow  manors 
foryetefull  or  lothful!  man  must  be  importunecallyng 
ajlway  uppon  hym  tille  he  hafe  hys  enteiil,  for  now 
ihys  vacacion  to  spede  or  nevyr  shall  Stand  in  yow 
no  stede.     I  can  no  ferther  then  the  walle. 

Item,  Sir,  I  corayned  wyth  Doctor  Yotton  al  Came- 
brygge  late,  because  there  ys  no  dyvyre  service  seyd 
yn  the  free  chaipelle  at  C.,^  that  lie  wold  hafe  a  grete 
concienceyn  yi,  and  to  depart  wyth  an  honest  preste 
called  Sir  John  Brykkys  chat  ys  now  duellyog  wyth  a 

'  It  ibii  Rabctt.SMi  af  sic  Joba'sbratliuSiUiuiHlt   Sm  Vol,  IM.  p.  aS;. 
t  Quu<r. 
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ryzt  lovyng  Itynnesman  of  yowres  ;  the  seyd  Doctor 
gevyng  me  lo  aunsuer  he  wold  comyn  wyih  yow  by 
Pasch,'  and  the  ralher  wyth  yoitr  god«  wyllc  wold 
depart  to  such  one  ye  owe  affca^cion  unto.  Sir,  1 
wo]d,  as  I  dar  talc  uppon  me  to  owen  your  alTecdon 
lo  the  seyd  John  Brickys,  that  he  may  wyth  more 
help  of  your  cellary  hafe  the  better  to  lyve  and  wrfe 
God  there  to  abyde  and  do  yow  service  also.  I  mene 
faythfullye,  and  soo  1  pray  yow  Lake  yt ;  to  remoahrc 
a  ihyng  iiii  scson  ys  grctely  !o  commend,  and  of  i 
apedy  avaiitage.  The  blessed  Trinite  be  wyth  yow. 
Wret  the  fyrst  day  of  Marche.^Your 

W.  BOTOBBRS. 

To  J.  P.  a-  at  London. 

Item,  I  had  foryeie  lo  hafe  remembred  your 
maystershyp  to  hafe  a  billc  to  your  baylly  Pecok  far 
lodelyvermy  fermourof  Tyrkbye  C.  orii  C.  lawreand 
asshe,  and  than  to  plant  yn  my  tenement  at  Thyrkbfe, 
or  foras  many  ye  lust  ;  for  I  lost  the  last  warauot 
that  ye  vrrote  me  truly,  and  so  I  was  not  scrved- 

Itcni,  yffye  wryte  to  me,  hyt  hath  nede  lo  be  by 
a  sure  comer,  for  I  had  levyr  a  letter  be  brent  then 
lost  neforie  vidrant  Romani  .  ,  .  and  at  reverence 
of  Jhesu  that  my  Robert  lose  no  tyme,  nether  be 
idcile,  for  doubt  of  ymaginacions  and  temptflcions.  I 
trust  wyth  your  principale  help  to  be  wyth  the  wor- 
shypfull  gentleman  that  made  promysse  to  yow,  &c 
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-    John  Pn^lcin.  ChrvalSvi. 
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A.n.  1479,  19  July 

William  Paston  to  H£Mkv  Warvhs 

[Add.  MS.  J4»889,  f.  133] 

The  yen  11!  ihit  [etter  n[>i>Hiri:  l>y  llie  intloiwmfni.  The  jm*.  i>  n  tiitti, 
paitiy  in  3  dbjk^f  hand,  corr'tcluf  and  -conliraijcd  in  that  of  Wltluun  P^^lvn 
hinucir. 

JARRY  WARYNS,  I  grete  you  well,  and  I 

'P'"  ihanke  you  for  youre  labour.  And  as  tor 
llie  tcnaunt^i  of  Knapton,  I  understand  by 
yoiirc  writtny  that  they  take  non  oder  con- 
sideration to  my  sendyng  l)iit  that  I  call  so  fast  oji  my 
fee,  for  cause  they  ihyiike  that  I  im  aferd  lest  I  shuld 
have  it  no  longer  j  and  as  for  that,  I  pray  yow  tell 
ihem  for  ther  ungcntiluea  I  woU  have  my  fee  of  them, 
and  in  that  man<jr  and  m  non  oder  place ;  and 
ferthermor  I  shall  fynd  the  mene  that  they  shall 
paye  it  more  hastely  here  after.  And  as  for  the 
money  that  Ihcy  offyr  to  pay  at  the  fest  of  Advinctila 
Sancti  Petri,  receyve  ye  it  offthcni  and  I  shall  assign 
one  to  receyve  it  azen  of  yow.  As  for  the  delivere  of 
the  catell,  I  fele  be  zowr  wrytyng  ihey  will  non  sounar 
pay  it  thow  ther  catell  shuld  dye  fTor  ffawtc  off  mete. 
Wer  for,  affor  the  money  be  paid  I  putt  that  in  zour 
discresseon  wheder  ae  will  dehver  tlieni  or  nay  ;  as 
le  do  I  hold  me  content. 

Also  as  for  Thomas  Child,  I  understand  be  zour 
wrytyng  he  will  not  scale  the  indenture  be  cawse  ther 
IS  no  some  of  mony  s-ertayne  ne  days  of  payment  sett 
in  the  indentur-  and  as  for  that,  I  will  neyther  sett 
some  nor  days  after  his  will ;  and  if  he  will  nat  scale 
that,  he  shall  never  seate  none  for  me  ;  and  at  last  I 
am  sure  he  shall  sell.  I  send  zow  azen  the  same 
indenture  that  ze  sent  me,  that  ze  may  kepe  il  still  as 
long  as  Thomas  Chyld  abyde  now  at  Paston,  in 
aventure  the  casse  may  hap  thai  he  will  sdl  yt  her- 
after ;  and  yff  he  be  on  departid,  than  send  me  both 
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the  indenture[s]  to  London  be  some  masscngcr.    Ai| 
for  Waryn  Kynge,  wer  I  understand  be  zour  wryiynJ 
that  h«  seyth  he  delyver  me  all  evydeos,  I  understand] 
nol  that ;  and  as  for  rentall  I  am  sure  he  deliver  me] 
none,  and  yfi"  so  be  that  he  can  make  the  rental!  be ' 
hart,  I  wold  he  did  make  on  [ctu  \,  tor  it  war  necessare 
forme;  for  1  understand  he  ^low  that   iher  was  no: 
rem  gadt-rid  this  xv.  ar  xvj.  ;fer  for  dt-faiiie  uiTa  rcnull;  i 
and  thi:rfi>r  yt  is  I  liad  a  call  un  the  prior  ol   Brom- 
holmforthexxx.  comb  malt  that  zetokehym.   Wrj'tyn 
at  Norton  the  xix.  day  of  Jul!' 

By       W.  pAsmi. 

lailursrd  Vy  the  wiitei : — 

'A  Idler  to  Harry  Warynsfhc  »ii.  dayof  Jule.  A"  liSL  E-iBf*  ] 
lif  John  Aficcll  oil  PnstiJti.' 


xcrv 

A,D.  1479-Sj 

B.  R.  TO  John  Paston 

[Adil.  MS.  34,SS9,  f,  320j 

Tbii  lMm(Na.  icn8  in  llie  Inrcnlniv')  >''  probiibjy  late  ia  iht  i^p^ 
EJnanl  IV,  John  Pa-.!""!  ■'■aslil  <Kfin  |u  O'vt  •rnieitti  llli  IVKe  ■/ 
H!U.riilJ!<t]iP  I-^on]  C^aiiibtrFnin  <ioin<  ijnse  alter  [tip  ilvmlb  athii-  bmlbirSk 
John  in  1479.     See  No.  B7S 

To  the  right  worshsffuil  John  Paston,  sguiew^.  wHit 
my  iorii  Chamhurlayn. 

IIGHT  worshipfull  sir,  y  recocniiiaunde  dm; 
to  ydu,  as  harcily  as  y  can,  desiriog  to  un- 
drestand  zOur  weLefare,  &nd  also  to  knO^^C 
somwhfLt  certainly  hou  youi  malier  dothe 
with  your  uncle,  and  hou  fer  ye  be,  for  in  tbes 
parlies  y  ass^rtayiie  you,  moche  mater  is  shewed  aod 
proclaimed  in  worshipful  presence,  fer  fro  ih'entenl 
of  your  wulewillers,  of  the  discoiage  and  reprofe  in 
maaer  of  you,  and  by  such  as  men  supposed  you  to 
have  ben  right  wele  favoured  with,  and  the  contrary 
s^hewed  in  the  presence  of  right  worshipfull,  and  right 
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many,  and  as  it  is  said,  iij.  scor  in  nombre,  with  such 
tennes  and  under  such  forme,  as  it  is  reported,  as  is 
full  hevy  to  diverSt;  here  for  to  here.  Hou  it  is  ye 
knowe  beste,  and  hou  it  is  I  pray  you  lete  your 
frendis  in  this  cuntre  undirstand  ;  for  right  a  worship- 
full  personc  lold  nie  of  this,  to  the  which  y  coude  not 
answer,  I  se  al  day  the  world  so  unsure.  But,  Sir,  yc 
did  of  policy  some  thingis  that  peradventure,  and  it 
were  to  do,  ye  wold  take  anothir  arise,  &c,  I  can 
nomore  but  lafiierrti  patua^  &c.  And  I  bisLxhe  you. 
Sir,  send  me  some  tidingis  of  the  parties  beyonde  the 
se,  for  owr  wyves  here  speke  of  many  thingis,  &c. 
Morcovir,  Sir,  Margarete  Ronhale  told  me  latt  that 
my  maistres  your  wif  fareth  wele,  blissed  be  Almigtiti 
God,  and  all  your  other  frendis  here,  blissed  be  God. 
Sir,  it  is  so  that,  as  y  am  enformed,  there  is  a  soudiour 
of  Caleis  called  John  Jacob,  of  olde  tyme  duelling  in 
Lynne.'  I  pray  you  to  inquir  secretly  what  maner 
man  he  ys,  and  In  what  condicion  there,  for  I  know 
a  man  hath  to  do  with  him  ;  but  be  ye  beknowen  of 
tio  thinge,  but  that  ye  list  wisely  to  enqtiere  what  he 
is  and  of  what  condicion,  &c,  And  if  there  be  any 
thing  in  thies  parties  that  y  can  do  you  service 
yn,  I  pray  you  commaunde  you,  and  I  shalbe  as  redy 
to  the  accomplisshmenl  therof  to  my  power,  as  any 
man  lyvyng;  and  that  knowith  God,  Who  I  biseche 
to  send  me  good  liditigis  fro  you,  and  you  your  noble 
desires.     From  Weston.— By  yours,  B.  R. 

1  Against  ihU    pjb»a£c  m   ihi!   mfir^tii  ic  WTitLeD  id  aDOEber  faMDd:^ 
'M'l.iiio  Biniani.' 
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A.D.  :485,  or  laler? 

Eluabeth,  Countess  of  Surriit,  to  Wiluam 

Habwabd 

[Add.  MS.  34.SS9,  f.  iii] 

Thii  l'>ri«f  nolv.  liki  No.  8U.  >«as  [milubl]'  wricwn  iluiinc  Ihc  infiraM' 
nicpl  qI  tbc  writer 'i  bu&Wid-  Tht  le^t  Uciilirely  cm^-^cd  tiuvu^  doub- 
Igu  Lo  iliow  thol  lilt  iroii&actioh  wu  clofecdi  The  documcnl  u  Fftk  ui4  b 
lKc  [n^enlciry^ 

m|VLl,lAM    HARWARD,   I  woll   that  a  i^ 
|t|     iyvCT  to   Robert  Thorppe   of   Norwj'ch  ». 
marc  off  the  next  money  that  ze  gadyr;  (or 
he  hath  lent  it  nie,  and  1  have  sygncd  hyn 
to  be  payed  of  yow  as  sone  he  comyth  horn. 

E.  SURRBY. 

XCV  I 

A.D.  14S&,  19  Sept. 

John,  Lord  FitswalteRjTo  John  Pastdk 
[Add.  MS.  34,8Sq,  f.  176] 


This  le tic,  NQ' ■o;i4  af  ihc  Ifiveoiary. 


obutbly-oflhc  T^ar  *^Vt,  vhitf 


o;i4  of  Ihc  Itiweoiary.  ii  nrou 
John  Putm  wan  ElierilT.     lit  ccintFnui.  .i^uill  be  irtu,  ^r  •Jiimswhii  linbr 
in  chanmtet  lo  Th«r  af  N.i.  HS,  wriiiEn  s  ytar  01  iwo  L»tci,  afia  Ja**  _ 
Pastoii  hill  lien  VniglLted. 

Tff  my  right  iPiirshif>/uU  c6iyn,JeAn  J\utM  o^ityer. 

[IGH-T  wurshipfuil  cQSyn,  I  recomautidc 
me  to  you,  certifyeng  you  thai,  where  as 
I  understond  ye  have  distreyned  Richtnl 
Caus  of  Byngham  ^  for  issue;:  ronne  uppon 
hym  in  ih't^scheker  to  the  sumnie  of  iiij//*  and  oddc 
sylver,  1  pray  you  that  ye  wull,  the  rather  for  lOf 
sake,  showu  hym  the  favour  that  yi;  may  doo,  savrng 
yourc  sylfe,  and  that  ye  wulle  not  be  liarde  upi]ion 
hym  ;  but  if  ye  kan  by  th'advys  of  councel]  this  next 
tercne  fynde  the  lueanes  for  youre  discharge  iippon 
youre  acomptc  in  th'escheker.  thai  than  yc  wull  lete 
hym  be  so  in  resle  and  peaswithoule  more  paymentE 
for  that  ciiisei  the  which  1  prey  you  to  tendre  the 
rather  because  I  fyiide  the  seid  Richard  Cans  at  all 
tymez  my  trcwe  servaunt,  and  Is 
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the  acomplyshment  of  all   youre  resonable   desirez 
wilh  Goddis  grace,  Who  kepe  you.     At  Altelburgh, 

I  this  Tuesday  next  befo^t  Seinl  Mathuz  Day.— Zowr 
Cosyn  and  frend,  J.  SiBUR  Fytzwauteb. 

L  XCVII 

t  A.D,  1487,  16  June 

■        Knights  made  at  the  Battle  ok  Stoke 
S  (Add.  MS.  J4,S89.  f.  ijsl 

Thl5  i^'jIiF^i  fr^^mml,  llie  lir>rpMI  0/ whi.:h  ia  Ja>l.  The  seven  TIdmtf 
al  the  bccinnlne  att  Lhe  end  of  ik  lltl  of  kliL[;hlE  b^iiereb  made  upon  Lbf^ 
ti^td-  Then  faUDWlhe  hanrncf  thoK  who  luetv  niLTclT  ilulxt-ctL  ki>i^Klt  I 
liul  Ihris  litl,  liw,  U  impttfecl,  nol  nw^irly  by  ihe  nmtil  jiioii  of  loroi  asmei, 
liut  btfcau^^t  anolher  l^aT  wuuld  cerXAInly  have  been  required  la  give  chem 
^1.  Compnif  aiLOI^ci  c.:ipy  u\  [hcic  lihtAili  Lclar^rh  CvUcctaKca^  LV-.  3H' 
■  5,  wheie  iWc  nfhmei  tn  tfie  accoihI  Mil  '.tanH  in  a  diflt-renl  carder.  Sweral 
i^iht  mviLJlftLed  nArnc^  hrre  havi^  Uccn  (illftliBi  frum  I<clarjil  I  bull  cunuukly 
4naugFi.  ffhaf  ILst  ^\vei  no  Sir  Crc^Dry  and  no  SirSLmon. 

SirEdmond  Benyngfeld.    [Sir  Richard  De]levere, 
Sir  Jamys  Blount,  Sir  .I[ohn]  Mortumer. 

Sir  Richard  Croft.  Sir  William  Troutbeke. 

Sir  [Humfrey]  Stanley. 

Knyghtes  made  at  the  same  Batayll. 
The  sone  and  heyr  of  ihe  lj>rd  Audeley,' 
Sir  Edward  Noreys.  Sir  Gregory  .... 

Sir  Roburt  CtyfTord.  Sir  Tbomas  El[ount]. 

Sir  Robert  Chcyny. 

Sir  William  Car[cw]. 

Sir  John  Wy[ndhatn]. 

Sir  Simond  .   ,  ■   . 

Sir  Roger  Be[llinghara]. 

Sir  John 

Sir  George  Nevil  ,  . 

Sir  Robert  Radclyl  IT]. 

Sir  Jamys  Par[kerf, 

Sir  Edward  Dar[cll]. 

Sir  Edward  Pekerytijg]. 

Sir  Thomas  of  WfoUon]. 

Sir  Wilham  Sand[es]. 

A  Diutilited  iodancDKUt  In  Sir  Jstan  Pogicii's  band  leodis  '.  .  .  ■  > 

pFiuFLcit r^wnd.' 

'  Sii  june^  Audcky,  u  his  name  u  eJtCB  in  LcIuid'>.liK,  Tbu*uSir 
Ums  Tuuchel,  yrha  tutfceMled  hii  Iktlwr  M  Lerd  A.udclcy  in  J4f  i.Bnd  wki 
bcbadnl  andBtlBJiildt  in  14QT. 


Sir  George  Hopton. 
Sir  John  Paston. 
Sir  Thomas  Lovell. 
Sir  Humfrey  Savage. 
Sir  Herry  Willovighby, 
Sir  John  Sapcotes. 
Sir  William  Vampag«. 
Sir  Antony  Brone. 
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A.D.  [1487-1503],  August 

JoHM  Daubknsv  to  [Sir  John  PastohJ 
[Add.  MS.  34.SS9,  f.  48I 

Tht  lelliT  bov  rvfemd  to  fniin  llie  queen  Lo  tb£  Carl  of  i 

amiouhmWy  ^^i  \ir  f^o-  S94  ■"  Vul.  mi  _  utii  1^4  ds'e  muH  ArisiarfiiKlyt 
lieturpn  iiS;  aoi!  it,<n.    The  irfcwjici  t.)  ihe(|ii»wn  »  omfiiwml  dOBMC  ' 
Jitlj.kUa  lo  Tniich  ^ruli^r  prcci^ioik,  lot  itirfimi;  cfj^ji  lictf^  oat  ^^ti^  vrii^M^ 
kiLDwii  octuiaii,     Flui  tomi:  ycui  iiic  dbtinccly  c-xJudnl,  unt  ik  «4 

Qi  130T.     lliic  nolc  tit  Ebia  Idler  in  the  jVppcniiix,  Xo.  (tJ«>t  ApfnKI  0  Bi 

>1LEASE  your  nusterchcp  to  hare  knovligej 
"     that  my  Lord  Archcbyschop  of  Yorke '  u  iBi 

god  helle,  biyssyd  be  God.     And  I  came, 

to  hym  as  on  Monday  last  post,  and  I 
hym  your  letter.  And  whan  I  had  cakyn  hym 
hi;  had  over  sey  it,  he  merveylle  sor  of  hyr  dji 
posicion,  a  bad  me  nOl  care,  ye  shuld  do  welle  i  nowe 
And  than  he  told  me  that  he  had  spokyn  to 
William  I'aston  for  a  note  of  a  letter,  hewghe  it 
best  to  write  to  hyr.  And  so  on  Tewysday  M 
Wiltiam  and  I,  and  Sketne  9f  my  Lord  of  Oxen- 
ordis  hows,  and  mad  {st'c)  tofce  hym  on  Wednysdayo 
[i\e.one]  tiotof  a  letter  the  wychel  send  you;  aDdwhss 
he  sey  it  he  thowght  it  to  lony,  and  mad  one  after  fl 
his  ownive  entent,  the  wiche  I  send  yow  a  copy  of.  V 
Also  I  send  yow  a  Copy  of  the  letter  that  the  qiieiK 
sent  to  my  Lord  of  Oxenford  for  the  maner  of 
Cotton  for  Blyaunt :  but  my  Lord  of  Yorke  told  to 
Skerne  that  he  wold  in  any  wj'sse  that  my  Lard  of 
Oxenford  shuld  help  yow  lo  kepe  possession.  And 
so  Skeme  purposythe  to  be  with  in  thys  v.  deyes  at 
home,  for  to  enforme  my  Lord  of  Oxenford  of  my 
Lord  of  Yorke  is  entent,  and  thai  he  se  in  no  vryssc 
that  no  man  do  yow  no  wrong  as  mochc  as  my  Lord 
of  Oxenford  powyr  may  help  yow  ;  fox  Skeme 

■  AicfaliisliDp  RtKhcihun. 
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from  my  Lord  of  Oxenford  to  my  Lord  of  Vorke  for 
the  same  mater,  for  that  my  Lord  of  Yorke  shuld 
informe  the  qiiene  of  the  mater,  and  be  cause  the 
quene  bdthe  take  hyr  chambre  my  Lord  of  YorJce 
toke  Skerne  a  rynge  for  a  tokyn  to  my  I^ord 
Tresorer '  that  lie  shuld  excuse  my  Lord  of  Oxenford 
to  the  quent,  for  as  moche  as  ye  halhe  (su)  infeffid 
my  Lord  of  Oxcnfotd  I'n  a  trost  in  the  maner  of  Cot- 
ton he  may  110  lesse  doo  biil  helpe  yow.  Item,  tliys 
day  ts  the  massenger  gone  to  my  Lady  of  Suffolk 
with  my  Lordis  letter.  I  shall  have  a  answer  at  the 
room  on  Monday,  I  trost  to  God,  ryght  god,  &c.,  it 
COWd  non  ere  be  Sped,  My  I^rd  hkth  be  all  this  weke 
at  the  Cowncell  at  Chelchyche  and  j.  day  at  Chenne,* 
Item,  I  send  yow  iij.  writtis  for  feleneys  and  tres- 
pace  and  ij,  for  Miiriete  mater.  Also  your  flowyr ; 
Also  a  letter  of  Cablys ;  Also  a  write  for  Playtcr,  a 
letter  to  Mestres  Clere.  Item,  my  Lord  wylle  in  any 
wyse  that  ye  kepe  welle  all  the  lyvelod  that  ye  have 
of  Sir  John  Fastolff,  and  that  yc  suffyr  no  man  to 
entre  no  lond  nor  place,  lord  nor  other  personys,  what 
sum  ever  they  be.  Ye  miay  veryly  thynke  he  ys 
your  special]  god  lord,  and  that  ye  shall  knowe  in 
tyme  comyng.  I  understand  that  Calle  dothe 
passyngly  welle  in  your  maters  in  the  spiritual]  lawe, 
as  his  letter  makyth  mencion,  &c.  Wrelyn  at 
London  the  Satyrday  before  Seynt  Lawrens  day. — 
Vour  servaunt,  John  D&weney. 


>  John,  Loiil  Dynbant. 


'  SbecD. 


2  M 
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A,D.  i4Sa?,  I  D«t  ? 

Thomas  Andrew  uxi  Wiixlam  Pastor 

lAJd.  MS.  3^,889,  f.  139] 

when   the  'Moaiday  ntii  Si,  AfmIfcw  '    uruii  Ebr  very  Oay  Uiik 

re  Mf  /?yA/ WilHam  PastoH  S/Vf* 

my  Lord  of  Ox\Jord\. 

nVGHT  worchipfull  sir,  in  my  best  maoo  I 
lecDinmend  me  unto  you  as  he  that  is  uid 
shalbe  at  your  commandmetrL  Sir,  1  be- 
seehe  you  to  showe  my  good  Io«J  and 
yours  that  2  cordyng  to  his  coinmandTTienl  I  han 
sesed  the  gooii  of  the  parson  of  Testenon'  andoi 
Henry  Fox,  exsepe  thos  goodis  of  the  sayd  Fos  thii 
whare  formerly  sesed  be  the  servantis  of  my  Lord  of 
Surrey;  and,  Sir.  all  thos  y,oodis  that  I  have  sesed 
of  them  both  are  nat  worthc  ]yt>'ll  moiiy  lytyL  paS 
xb.  or  iij/(.  at  the  ni[os]t,  exsepe  the  parsons  romc; 
and  if  that  may  betaltyn  a  way  thane  the  Chyrche 
may  not  be  served,  and  that  whar  pcty.  I  besedi 
you  that  I  may  knowc  my  I-^rdis  plesur  in  that' 
be  ha!  Te,  for  els  I  Ihynke  the  baly  of  the  franch«wi]! 
have  all,  for  Testyrton  is  in  the  Dowchy.  And  so  1 
am  leek  to  have  lytyll  01  nowt  for  all  my  lawbouT 
and  costis  withowt  my  Lord  be  my  good  lord  in  thai 
be  halflf  be  your  mene. 

Sir,"  I   pray    you    tell   my  Lord  that   the 

of  Lynne  that  .  .  .  ak cheff,    foT  he 

served  a  chcTche  in  Norfolk  callyd  Homyogtoft  and 
ther  ......  rdap  ....  s  callyd  Master  ThotnU' 

Mertyn,  and  as  I  wene  he  had  felows  pm-y  to  thai' 

3  OppAvic  (hi;  and  the  next  par^npb  the  wonl  'N^'oCcbb  ■  Ikl 
BuugiiL,  in  ihc  14IILC  hand,  MppueuU.;]  u  ibc  Mxb 


thai 

i 
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robery  (?)  aii[d  otjher  that  be  nat  yet  knowyn,  and 
if  he  whare  weU  a  posed  he  wold  tei[I],  &c. 

Also '  Henry  Fox  and  tlie  parson  of  Testerlon 
whar  gretely  (?)  acuequyeniyd  and  conversand  with 
one  Sir  William,  a  chftnon  of  Hempton  Abbay,  cause 
my  Lord  lt>  inqiiere  if  he  whar  owt  privy  of  the  mony 
makyng  or  eny  olher  of  ihat  Abbay  of  Hempton.  1 
know  nothyng  but  that  Ihey  whar  gret  to  gcther,  &c. 
Scr,  I  besech  you,  be  good  master  to  Fox  wyff  if  ye 
may;  how  be  it  he  is  nowyht,  but  peravenlufe  he 
may  amend,  but  she  is  ryght  a  good  woman  be  my 
troughe,  and  it  wliar  gret  peCy  but  she  and  her  chyld 
myght  have  somwat  And,  my  Lord,  or  ye  send  me 
eny  letter  ye  may  send  it  irte  be  John  a  More,  this 
bryngCT,  if  he  cum  agayne,  or  els  be  Fox  wyffif  her 
husband  be  not  gone  to  London.  And  ever  Jhesu 
preserve  you  to  your  most  gentyll  hertis  desyer.  At 
Ryburgh  this  Monday  next  Sent  Andrew. — Your 
servant,  Thomas  Andrew. 


A.D.  1488-1493,  4  March 

Sir  Henkv  Heydon  to  Sir  John  Pa&ton 

[Add.  MS.  5J,597,  f-  91 


^M     Sir 

^^•^  Tbh  hua  musl  be  ■Jdretitd  lo  ihc  lalci  Sir  John.  The  manoi  of 
WaeVtiigifcd  htlaiigKd  fa  A^nu  Pn-^ron.  vho  Aitd  about  rlje  iaii^  time  es 
het  eran-dsoni  the  first  ^ir  John,  And  b^rriEht  i^tcordingly  descended  Co  his 
biDtber  John,  «>bu  wg.'.  kniebied  ai  IhE  baiiU  uf  St^r,  i6Ih  June  IJ1S7. 

I  H»  daiin  wu  'Ij^puied  (01  a  ijmc  liy  hii  uncle,  buisamc  aitungcinciit  was 

OJID?  to.  apparenlty  before  the  ye^  ^19'}  f^ee  No.  9331- 

myfl  ryght  tusrchypfiill  iosya^  Si y  John  Pasfifn 

knygkt. 

|OSYN  Paston,  I  recommend  me  to  you  and 

wn  to   mytie  good   ladie  your  wilT-     As 

for  your  mater  betivyx  you  and  your  wncle,' 

I  have  shewid  it  soe  to  my  ladie  of  Norffolk 

and  to  hym,  that  it  is  agreed  yee  to  entre  in  to 

1  Set  rcotnete  'on  opposite  page.         ^  WiUUn  Pulon,  ion  of  ifac  judge 


i62  THE  PASTON  LETTERS  [jld,  HSfrr^j 


< 


Marlyngford  and  all  other  maners  in  debate  in  pur 
name,  and  to  kepe  your  courles,  sell  your  wodts,  and 
to  doo  tlierwith  as  with  your  own.  Whempoti  1 
avise  you,  as  soone  as  ye  may,  send  sooi  discrete  nun 
to  kepe  your  couitis  and  to  lette  your  fermys 
selle  your  wodis  to  your  most  avayll.  Your  prese; 
llieer  shall  bee  costly,  and  what  is  bee  hecnde  in 
fermourz  or  tenauntz  hjindez  selhyn  the  reVenyi 
last  be  (Tor  myne  ladiez  sorvauntz  and  you»2,  that  ihS 
bee  wamyd  kurtesly  to  paie  it  by  a  day,  excqW  in 
ony  wise  I  avysc  you  nat  to  make  ony  thrt'tis  to 
ftrmour  or  tenaunt,  for  ony  dealing  affot  (his  t 
but  to  gett  in  fayemesse  till  I  speke  with  you; 
in  ony  wyse  that  yee  nor  oiiy  your  servaonti 
noon  wordis  in  this  mater,  but  that  it  is  agreed  bee 
myne  ladie  you  to  have  your  peasebill  possessioa 
And  as  for  Huntingffeldis,  as  yee  have  beffoie 
ocupyed,  ocupie  still  without  noyse.  I  pray  you 
folowe  myne  avise  in  this.  I  have  hadde  laubout,  I 
trust  thorowe  your  cause  it  shall  nat  be  in  vain 
/alioraverunt,  and  suffyr  this  bill  hyddyr  too  to  spcke 
to  your  sellf  in  privitc.and  to  noon  other.  How  yee 
and  myne  ladie,  and  in  what  sylk  or  clooth  yet  wiil 
have  these  tweyn  yong  innocentis'  maried  inne,  iff " 
shuld  bee  purveyed  at  London  to  send  me  word, 
ellys  at  Norwich,  as  it  shall  please  you  and  m 
ladie,  ther  after  I  shall  applie  me.  For  it  must 
ordyrd  be  you  in  the  yong  hushondis  name.  Your 
penauns  off  your  wiicles  mater  shall  yee  knowe  whan 
I  kom  hoome.  Ther  is  non  other  mean-e  but  to  sell 
your  wodis  and  tyraber  in  all  your  manors  to  your 
most  avayll,  except  iheere  as  it  kan  nat  bee  fnrbom 
for  diverse  caiisys.  And  iff  you  list  to  command 
met  ony  thyng  in  these  parlyez,  send  me  word  be 
myn  servaunt,  berer  heerof. 

Wretin  the  iii}'"'  day  off  March. — Your  own  to  hit 
powr,  H.  Hevdos. 

■-  Who  thii  couple  wen  doB  not  >ppc3r. 


lun 
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CI 

A.D.  1489-1503 

The  Eari.  of  Suhbev  to  Sir  John  Pastok 
[MS,  in  Penjbioke  CoUcgEi  CambriiJEc] 

The  il>te  ef  this  letltr  lies  of  caiiKf  bftswen  14&9,  vhen  Ihe  EatI  of 
Surrey  wu  nnl  to  iJie  Noilh  »  the  liing'j  lLcul«uji1-gC[KnJ,a(]d  isoj, 
when  Sit  John  Pailon  !he  youinter  died. 

To  my  right  wofs/iip/ull  Ceusm,  Sir  John  Fasten. 

lOUSIN  Paston,  in  my  most  herty  Wyse  I 
recomaund  mc  unto  you,  and  thank  you 
for  many  kindnesses  of  tynie  past,  and  also 
for  that  ye  have  bene  so  good  maisler  unto 
ray  sarvaunt  William  May,  and  now  at  his  coniyng 
to  me  ye  have  at  your  greate  coste  sent  him  to  me 
dressed  in  suche  wise  as  is  veray  necessary  for  me  to 
have  men  appareled  ;  for  the  whiche  your  kindnesse 
I  think  myselfe  right  muche  beholden  to  do  you 
pleasure  and  it  moght  lye  in  my  power,  which  I  ivuld 
n'ght  gladly  do,  as  knoweth  our  Lord,  whom  1 
beseche:  to  send  you  moche  harle  pleasure.  Wreten 
at  Sherifhoton,  the  vj""  day  of  July,  with  the  hand  of 
Your  lovyng  Cousin,  Thomas  Su[rrev.]  ' 

cn 

WvKEs's  Bill 
[Add.  MS.  34.889,  f.  231] 

Thi.^  bill  or  LrAvcllini^  ckpcnwA  INOi'  1086  ilk  Iba  Inrcntorfli  CAiiiiOt  t>tf 
asiiBntd  10-  any  parHiculai  year ;  bul  ii  would  stHO  lo  lie  of  [be  reijn  it 
Hclir)'  VII. 

Towardis  my  Lord  of  Oxford. 
In  primls  at  Erentwode  for  horsmtte,    .  \)d. 

Chelmuford 

Item  for  our  dyner  there,      .  iiijrf.  eb. 

Item  for  horsmete  there,  .        .  \\d. 

■  Muiilalcd.  Bebw  i«  iTilten  in  a  laicr  hand,  uid  bIso  mntilaled ; 
'Thninai  Howard,  Eail  of  Surre)-,  ihe  .  .  ,  ,  ef  S<:ol>>t  FladdGTi.'  The 
lallci  It  tudoiud  '  Liu.  Com.  Surrey.' 


^V  ^I^^^BHI 

^^^^^       t&t             THE    PASTON     LETTERS                  1 

^^^^^^^                                           Bramhire 

1 

^^^^1            Item  for  horsmete  there, 
^^^^^            Hem  for  drynke  there, 

1 

^^^^^^H                                     Hydyngkam 

1 

^^^^V            Item  Tor  cure  soper  there,    . 
^^^^H              Item  for  hoismete  there, 

^^^^^            Item  for  wayshyng  of  my  shert  and  botes. 

uiyd.       ■ 
\d.ii. 

■J 

^^^^^^y                                            Laneham 

■ 

^^^^F            Item  for  horsmete  there, 

M      J 

^^^^B 

^fl 

^^^^V           Item  for  horsmete  there, 
^^^^B             Item  for  hrede  a.nd  drynke  there. 

iJ:  1 

^^^^1                                                   Tadtrston 

1 

^^^^H             Item  for  horsmete  there, 
^^^^H            Item  for  Willianns  dyncr  there,    . 

¥■  ''-I 

^^^^^^^V                                         CoyUhesiere 

^fl 

^^^^F           Item  for  horsmete  there, 

^^^H              Item  for  the  sadelere 

^^^^H             Item  payd  to  the  smyth, 
^^^^B            Item  for  brcde  and  drynke  there, 

ixJ.      ■ 

^^^^B                                                Wytluim 

^J 

^^^^H              Item  for  horsmete  there, 
^^^^1             Item  for  bredi:  and  drynke  there, 

id.   oh.  ■ 

^^^^1                                                  Chtlmesford 

1 

^^^^H            Item  for  oure  dyner  there,    . 
^^^H           Item  foi  horsmete  there, 

m\d.       H 
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Brenhvodf 

Ilcm  for  horsmele  there, 

Item  for  brede  and  drynke  there, 

Item  for  a  dosyn  poyntls,     . 
Summa  expens. 


]d,  ell. 


cm 

Date  uncertain 

T.  Balkev  to  John  Paston 

[Add.  MS.  33,597,  f.  to) 

Tlicra  it  nolhjng  in  Ihi  rest  of  the  Piulan  Coii»pond<:iit:c  Id  Ihraw  >ny 
light  upon  thi«  Ictttl,  either  ulO  1]|<  driest  whkll  >I  '•no.  WnllUi,  or  u  Id 
ihcpeiAun  adiirbicil.  *b»ha  Et  be  John  Culvii  llieddal  oJthc  TonnEcr 
of  Ibe  two  Jahn&f  hJ!i  mtu. 

Tb  his  ryghtwurshipfuilmaiiSer,  John  Paston  Esqitier, 
this  byli  bt  delyverid  in  hast. 

[VGHT  wurshipfull  and  myne  especyall  good 
maister,  I  comaund  me  vonto  your  good 
maistership.  Sir,  it  is  so  that  there  hath 
ben  a  gret  rumour  and  mervelous  noyse  of 
yowei  departyng  ffro  Yermoth  ;  for  summe  scid  that 
ye  were  departed  in  a  Duch  ship  and  some  seid  in 
aapaynessh  ship  and  some  seid  in  yower  ship,  and 
some  seid  ayein  your  wyl]  ye  were  departed ;  of 
wych  departyng  my  lord  Steward  hadde  bnowlt-che 
and  comaundtjd  a  noon  after  your  old  scrvaunt 
Rychard  Fittwater  lo  ryde  to  Norvvich,  and  so  to 
Yermoth,  to  kuowe  the  irowlli.  And  at  Norwicii  I 
Kpoke  with  your  seid  si^rvaunt,  and  ther  h<;  shewed 
vonto  me  tliat  my  lord  hadde  send  another  of  his 
servauntis  vonto  my  Lord  of  Oxynford  to  shew  vonto 
his  lordship  of  your  departyng,  &c.,  and  fferthertnore 
he  shewed  vonto  me  prevyly  that  my  Lord  hath 
imagyned  and  purposed  manygrevous  thyngis  ayens 
your  Maislcishtp ;  for  wycb  cawse  he  shewed  wnto 
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me  that  in  any  wyse  your  mastership  shuM  not  come ' 

that  wey,  and  I  shall  shewe  your  maistei^hip  modi 

more  at  your  comyng,  with  the  grace  of  God,  wboo 

ever  preserve  your  good  maislership.    At  Norwich  (he 

Sonday  next  after  Sent  Ma.rke. — Your  sen-aunt, 

T.  Balxky. 


CIV 

Akonvmous  to  Master  Paston 

(Ailil.  MS.  34.8S9.  f.  ust 

Thi,  IcEler  fi  No.   idij  in  Ihi   InvenliKi,  and  conniiu  1  (MBl  < 

UMErnAjniic^.  Tho  wriler  a  aticxiynBu-ug,  ibc  ^rKHi  B^^rv**^  it  bf  1 
means  clfor,  :iiiil  ihr  lotil  rcferrril  to  liiuiuI  lie  JcmiiiimiL  IMiha  i 
there  any  means  of  ajrivipu  al  axt  flpiiraxunate  date. 

lISTER  PASTON,  it  is  so  that  my  Lord' 
desireth  to  have  his  lyverey  as  fui  ihii 
yere  to  be  of  the  colour  that  he  hadtU 
him  st'lf  a  demye  gownc  of,  and  his  chiV 
(tern  hadde  of  the  &ame  ayenst  Cristmasse  laste  w; 
I  wot  never  whether  ye  remembre  jl  or  nay.  Yt  «u 
a  inedelled  tawney.  som  what  rede,  and  it  wu 
bought  at  ^\'atkyn  Stalworthes.  1  pray  you  asssye 
among  the  dothc  oiaJiers  in  your  couRtre  howc  i 
mail  may  bye  a  cloth  of  them.  Ye  musle  rememhre 
the  geiitilmen  mu5te  have  better  than  the  yomcn, 
and  (he  yotnetl  better  than  the  gfonies,  And  yt 
knowe  well  that  ye  and  I  the  lasle  yere  pourvoied  my 
lord  of  the  gentilmenes  lyverey  and  the  yomens  lot 
iijj.  a  yerde,  one  with  a  nother,  and  the  gromes  (or 
ijj.  viiji/.,  and  boughic  all  at  the  drapers  in  I^ndon. 
Wherfore  my  Lord  wall  thinke  to  be  served  of  better 
clothe  and  lesse  price  at  the  clothe  makers.  I  woW 
have  sente  you  an  example  but  1  can  not  gertle  iL 
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CV 

Robert  Kvllvokewe  to  Richard  VVasse 

[Add  MS.  ii,8So,  f.  181J 

]i  16  diJ5r:ull  lo  i^enncGl  Iba  letici  widi  the  cat  ol  Itu  Puton  Comc- 
OndencE,  ar  in  givt  my  idenu  la  iu  <late. 

Tkys  idler  bf  deiyvyrdt  Dti  to  my  fadyryniiKi  Rychard 
Wane  dewelly  yn  the  parrii  of  Morten, 

jjELLE  belovyd  fadyr,  y  recommende  me  on 
to  you,  and  y  thonkc  you  of  your  gode 
cherri;  lo  rae  bcyng  vyt  you  Lastc,  &c. 
Fadyr,  hyt  ysso  asfor  the  promysse  that  ys 
by  twyxt  you  and  me,  y  hope  to  God  lo  contayne 
you  <>f  my  promysse.  So  by  that  y  am  so  lenge  on 
y  payde  on  to  you,  Fadyr,  hyt  ysso  ye  have  y  leftc 
rae  yn  so  grete  a  danger  wyt  the  reparasyon  of 
Wolston  ande  wythe  Eenct  Barnaxde  that  y  am  so 
lenge  byhynde  vyt  you  of  my  promys  ;  nere  the  les 
y  have  sende  you  by  Herry  Peneniiec  itij.  mark  a 
Tore  Crystmas,  ande  the  wederyng  fyl  so  fowli:  a 
konnot  go  on  to  you.  Fadyr,  hyt  yesso  y  have  payde 
Benel  Barnarde  viij.  marke  for  the  fe  that  ye  made  on 
to  hym,  and  more  y  mostc  pay  hym  for  ymi,  for  he 
axyt  of  you  yn  holle  xij/r.  wyt  the  fe,  ande  hys  labor 
ihat  a  dyde  for  you  yn  London,  For  he  sayt  that 
ye  nevyr  payde  hym  of  no  fyne,  nodyr  for  no  odyr 
cosle  thai  a  dyde  for  you  wyllc  yc  werre  yn  ihys 
contray.  Therfore  y  pray  you  lo  sende  on  to  me  a 
dyscharge  for  the  sayde  xij//.,  or  ellya  a  woUe  dys- 
trayne  me  and  put  me  to  schargc  an  cosle  as  a 
hath  slrayne  my  tenenttes  byfore  for  thys  mater  and 
costys.  For  dermore  Boryng  hath  take  an  accion  yn 
the  comyn  law  ayenst  us  bothe,  entendyng  to  dryvc 
us  to  a  new  particion,  for  a  shewyth  owre  to  ten- 
entes  lo  tempc  ande  mevc  them  to  cry  for  a  noder 
particion,  ande  to  have  suche  as  plesyth  hym  to  hys 
reteyne;  and  therfore,  but  we  have  the  better  con- 
sayle  hyt  woll  cost  moch   mony  wyth  owt  dowt. 
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Ther  fore  send  me  suche  evydens  as  may  dis- 
charge and  save  botbe  you  and  me,  wyche  byth  yn 
your  hon  dysposal ;  hyt  bath  coste  me  xb.  Ux  tiw 
accion  that  he  hath  take  ayenst  Tomas  Snei  and 
Wyllyam  Snell,  for  bycause  that  T.  Snell  forbede' 
Bouryng  ys  tenents  fro  ray  wode  yn  Boter  towne, 
which  bythe  alders.  Your  doctor  [daug^Aier]  recom- 
mende  hyr  on  to  you  and  prayyt  of  your  dayly 
blessyng,  and  sche  hat  a  son,  bleste  by  God.  Nimore 
to  you  at  thys  tymme.  God  have  you  yn  Hys 
kepyng. — By  your  Son, 

ROBERTE  KVLLV   CRXWI. 

3  '  fotbcde '  reptaled  in  MS. 


SUMMARY 
OF  THE  PRECEDING  LETTERS 

I.  Amve  BoweT  to [in  French),     tier  '  biron '  is  to 

repsiT  la  ihe  king's  pTcsenu  in  the  Duke  of  Exeter's  company. 
Begs  a  loan  of  40  marks  to  enable  him  to  meet  the  expenses. 
[A.t).  14]??] 

II.  The  Pakson  OF  EwiNGTHOKFtt  to  William  Sew*  RDBV. 
A  muliUled  Idler  in  French  touching  n  request  0/  the  Prior  of 
Gcumholm  to  have  Scwnrtltiy'is  wuiitl  at  Ualscinn  diswvercd 
from  his  oiro.     Dated  i  July  [>'ca.r  uncertain,  but  early]. 

III.  William  Paston  to  John  Staynfobd.     Insimction 

to  Jqhn  Robynson  e>S  CaileLan,  besiiJe  Srtftith,  to  irii^uire  oj  to 

the  qualities  of  iht  stnut'  which  the  wiitcr  had  been  nepolijiing 
for,  and  which  he  wished  iMnveyed  to  Mundesley,  in  Norfolk. 
— A  memorandum  on  the  bock  is  dnied  4  Feb.  3  Hen,  vi. 
(t.c.  1425). 

This  is  a  very  carious  paper,  showing  thnt  the  judge  'was 
procuring  sl-QJie  from  Yottishiic  for  his  buildings  at  Paston. 
Those  who  know  tlic  neighl-ourhood  now  mny'  be  lUilonbhcd 

ELt  the  idea,  of  ]nnclin.g  sCono  aC  Munde^Icyi  but  it  WfjUid  .seem 

there  was  a.  small  harbour  Llierc  in  unily  limes.  For,  as  Mr. 
Rye  iofarnis  me,  'MoDsley  ki/A  is  mentioned  in  the  E&ch. 
4  Edw.  I.  mem.  62  and  ill';  and  hie  adds  thai  Hotfis'  Ms. 
accouttt  of  ilic  pliLce,  which  h  in  his  Lbrary,  viys :  *  I'erhiips 
die  re  wa5  fainieily  here  «iome  Utile  trade  or  merchandise  carried 
iia,  Jtnd  some  smnll  imparts  made  here'  I  am  told  alsu  ilial 
coal  was  landed  at  ManJealcy  in  vciy  rcccnl  times. 

IV.  Nicholas,  Priopof  Bromhoi,m,  ii>Wi|.i.iAM  PAsinw. 

Dart  John  Piitoii  ^»ii  at  No.rwieh  on  Monday,  jind  sat  letlers 
on  Christ  Church  gates  to  summon  me  to  the  Court  of  Uome. 
lie  claims  to  Ik:  the  real  [itior  of  ijiomhiolin,  say«  he  has  m3d« 
search  at  Clugny  and  found  Jiis  title  good,  and  has  demanded 
obedience  of  Dan  Robert  of  York  in  the  piesesice  of  lady 
Horley.—Broraholtn,  5  July  [1425]. 

V.  John  Gvnb  to  John  Paston  al  Trinity  Hall,  Cam- 
bridge. Found  a  purse  «ilb  money  in  the  highway  bctwe*!i 
Cambridge  and  Lbe  QukynLrec  ( iica  con -tree  ?)  towards  Mew- 
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mukct  aa  Sunday  oftct  AscmaiOD.  I>(iy. — SiMJIwcU,  tfac  Hto^ ' 
aitet  the  said  Sunday  t'435'^  iifia]. 

VI.  William  PASTO^  lo  Lord  .     Shawiog  that  the 

manor  of  Walsham  is  his  by  purchase,  and  tlut  Joho  Rdjshv 
no  title  to  it.     [1436.1 

VII.  SiK  John  FAsroLf  to  Hbnhy  Inglosb  sod  Joss 
Beki^&Y.  licmind^  tbcm  how  he  ROt  itiem  dclivntd  itam 
iiqprisonincnt  by  CKctinnge  lot  Wo  Prcachmen,  and  boo^L 
ttnoihci  ptisAR^i far  I:hi^de1iv«rnn<;;e«f  [John  ?]  MaulcbyiSqtuit, 
of  which  he  wishes  a  certificate.    London,  j  Hov.  [aflcr  1440?). 

Vtll.  OXNEAD  and  FfilAR  IlAWTKYN-  An  accoitw  ol  bar 
th«  friiu  ca.nie  Id  take  ptviseKion  of  Oxuea.d,  which  he  diisMd 
by  iohetitaaec,  but  was  refused  adinissian  by  Edmund  i'uus. 
1 1443-9- 1 

IX.  Will  of  EDmVMD  Norman  of  Fytby,  6  Dec  140- 

X.  James    Gke&uam    la   John-    Pastoi^,     Conccnung 
githcrinj;   of  shipmen  about   Conorhilhe,    whij   were   lo  hr 
come  lo  Oinimd,  turn.c<i  «ut  Grcshatn  and  put  in  iht  prist 
(IJautcjnJ.— Monday   before  Si.   Gregoiy's    Day  [11   MaKb 

1*45]. 

XI.  Anoiwvuous  Lo  Johh  Fastox.     Was  at  Hatefeld  ta 
Cobbe'E   place   lo    see    the    Arms,   which     he   ^cKlib«s 
ikelthes.     Offers  ready  tnbn^y  for  Pnslon's  nuill  at  Mauici 
[144S.I 

XII.  James  Glovs  Io  John  ^ASTON.  There  is  do 
silvEr '  in  your  forcer :  you  musi  have  left  it  al  Norwich. 
Master  Edttiuod  has  bought  gear  hi  yc<ur  s^istei,  «be  woqU 
it  leijl  hoijie.  Master  Berncy  Was  it  Gicsbp-TO  on  T( 
after  Hallowmas  when  we  distraini.'d  Jas.  Rolitiys^on. 
Pertrych  had  before  threateued  vs  ih:it  we  should  not  In 
keep  the  distress  my  mistiess  ordered  us  tc>  don  our  jacks  n 
salens.  My  masier  ficrney  coming  in  with  Ihe  porsMi 
OxneaiJ  turned  piile  when  he  saw  us  in  our  jacket  and  woui 
hare  left,  but  my  mistreu  asked  him  to  dinner.  Message  k: 
by  Uerney  aftciwaid^j  which  the  writer  docs  not  bcline.' 
Norwich,  St.  Clement's  Fve  [3  Dec.  1448]. 

xlri.  W]|,lia!ii  CoTVSt;   to  Juhm   Past^h.     The  man 
wuuEd  have  b&d  let  Im  your  farmer  a.1  Snailwell  dcelino.     He 
has  evidently  inquired  about  the  manr^r  and  knows  uhaC 
Briggecnan  owed  your  father,  etc. —Cim bridge,  Sunday  tief' 
Sl  George  [April,  about  1449]!.— /'.5.  Vout  brother  {Willi 
seems  to  be  in  very  feeble  health. 

XIV.  Sib  John  Fastolf  to  Jonn  Paston.     Pray  tpcak 
the  Pilot  of  Norwich,  as  he  and  his  convent  witbhotd  1  ml 


1 
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SUMMARY 


they  owe  me  for  lands  in  IIayl>sdon  itn<3  ibe  two  wax  tapers 
af  X  lb.  weight  foi  cLghtn:!!  yean,  amaunting  to  Zls,  in 
mojiey. — CbijCcc,  IO  July  '  1449/  |Su  pnJittJ  in  Talmer's 
Creal    ytrmatilJii,  but  the  true  i^Lile  is  duublless  ^nic  yntrs 

IftlH.] 

XV.  JOHN  Damme  to  John  Tacton.  I  find  my  lurU  of 
Oxfuril  very  wtlL  dispowd  lo  yoj,  iai  he  said  he  would  come 
if  sent  for,  fall  weiLllio  at  foul.  I  also  apoki.-  wilh  Pcrtrych. 
lie  says  he  wai  ptivy  t-o  your  writing  lo  Lurd  Moleyns,  4inil  »c 
coald  no\  agiee  fully,  thoiigli  !i«  knew  he  could  ciul  remniti  \i 
ytikia    WFnuld   hnve  liiin   out.      Mariut   joined   in  liic  dist^u&^^iun. 

I'eetfycli  and  his  ftUow  fcasi  and  uphold  Lord  Moleyns'  title 
avely,  etc. — Svislead,  St.  Andrew's  Day  [jo  Nov,  1449]. 

XVI.  The  Earl  of  Oxfohd  to  John  Paston.     Desires 

is  mL-diatiort  with  Sir  Henry  Ingloae  in  Iwhalf  of  Thomas 
Kcchain.  a  sen'ant  of  the  eirl  5  brother,  Sir  Rieh.iirtl  dc  Vcct, 
Wivenhoe,  30  April  [1450?]. 

XviE.  James  Chesiia.m  toJOH.N  Paeton,    Touching vnrious 

actions  It  l&ir  :  Knyiion  against  0<i(;lKrn  ;  Costa.rd'5  actions; 
the  Friat's  [John  Hauleyti's]  claim  to  Oinead.  Writs  Ijtought 
against  you,  my  uncl-e  and  Gloys,  t>y  Lo-td  Moltyns'  man  foi 
breaking  his  close  at  Gresham  and  attacking  his  servants. 
Tlul  thr  man  look  ihera  awny  o^ain  and  said  they  shcmid  not 
le  dcliveicd  for  n  week,  etc, — London,  Friday  After  St.  Petei'a 
Day  [3  July  1450]. 

Kviu,  Thomas  Dewvbs  to  John  Taston.  Ha;  put  him- 
self within  thy  manor  of  Ryd&n  [Roydon]  for  Danyel's  sake. 
John  Bendyssh  is  wirh  hini,  it  kinsman  of  Piston's  wife,  and 
ycstcrdny  came  John  Woiiehouii  with  12  horse  to  Gayion.  On 
the  other  side  comos  Fitiwilliam  with  zo  horse.  On  the  third 
pan,  Hoberd  of  Middlon  has  ready  20  fellows;  and  on  llie 
ibiinh,  ihc  town  of  Lynn  stands  ready  with  Hatry  Wodehous. 
All  ate  gone  ihilJur  to-night ;  and  lo-day  comi?s  Iq  Ihcm  Harry 
Tudenham,  William  Hajbiiigh,  Thos.  Trusliul,  Thos.  Kcrvile, 
Atid  Shuldham's  serv.mls,  Saleshury  and  Wni.  Owayne.  Has 
no  succour  from  my  lord  [the  Ear!  iif  Oxford],  and  woald  rather 
die  than  |;ive  lip  the  pl.ice  now  he  is  in  it  ;  nor  will  liis  life  be 
spared  if  they  gel  it.  Keminds  Fusion,  this  was  Ihe  first  pur- 
pose of  Tuddenham  and  Heydon  while  they  reigned,  ■etc.-' 
Sanday  before  St.  Faith's  Day  [4  Oct.  1450].— ^.i".  If  you 
help  not  now,  Tuddcnham  and  lieydon  ivill  achieve  in  their 

ndvenicy  wh^-t  l^ey  could  neves  do  in  'theii  proapenly. 

MS.    RlcilAM"  CALLEto  John  PasTON.      Has  taken  estate 

*t  Gresham.    Action  should  be   taken  against   las.   Citre. 
Arrnngemente  for  gathering  the  renl^  etc. — I  leynefard  [Hayn- 
""  rd],  St,  Maitin's  Dsiy[ii  Nov.  1450]. 
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XX.  Ths  Eaxl  Qf  OxroRD  to  John  ^astok.  Nodin 
thai  the  Quvcn  noil  the  Dukq  of  Vork  tiavc  written  lokJB 
aboul  a  mLiirL'T  beiween  the  luvvn  of  Snlle  Mud  qbk  ScdifoAlL 
WiKhfa  Sc^cJifonh  lo  come  la  him  at  Windi  ihu  Chrittnv, 
when  I'asKra  will  be  (here. — Winch,  aj  Dec  [[450}- 

XXI.  Anonvmous  to—-,  Pmy  send  heme  ta  bane  tif 
tilil  goiviiii  yoa  havE>  (or  linings  jin>l  old  &hiiis.  WjwdlnBtM 
Ijiibei:!  the  jtitiKS  in  tlic  quckl  between  yuur  mothci  md  tdm. 
ile  scnl  IhrcL-  ^uns  with  nl-s  men  to  ibc  alTrajr.  H«  ii  wiy 
■ngiy  ihal  Daiiii;!  is  nioHc  Adniiial,  lor  one  of  h'u  ntoi  fan 
siiiL'c  b«cn  intlicteiJ  in  the  Adtnirnr^  Court,  Ucwu*  lu  nhii 
fellowship  you  ride  wh*n  you  come  tiaBtSWntd,  etc.     [1450'J 


Sends  him  tsjiin 
deiirci  acdew-— 


XXII.  LoKD  Scales  to  John  Paston. 
iiT  his  named  Elyn^haai  for  Mrham  be 
MiddSdon,  18  Julj'Lyear  uncerUin]. 

xxm,  William  Waytr  10  John  Pastom,  What  Bkkc, 
the  littililT  of  SwafFham,  tnid  my  Lord  Chancellor  in  LoodA 
■hout  the  slate  of  the  cuuniry,  etc.  (Sec  fiillit  abanrl  u 
val.  iii.  No.  994. )— Kotigham,  Sunday  aftee  New  Vew't  Oq 
[3  Jan.  I4SI1- 

XXIV.  William  Wavti:  lo  Jdiin  I'astok.  Oo  TtcM 
day  I^r>il  Scales  scni  his  punuivnni  id  my  inulei  f^'rlveftM) 
lu  meet  him  at  Winch  befure  the  EaiI  gf  Oxford  on  Thundtj. 
and  on  my  mnstei's  coming  thlthct  he  delivered  him  a  Idtn 
(rain  my  Lord  Cb^Qcellnc  which  he  will  shew  you  ai  t^iu. 
I^Ieydoiri  ifiui  boasted  that  he  wai  justict  of  the  pcKCi  a^ 
they  seem  hopeful  of  a  go«l  year.  The  people  ety  (tn 
Sc&Im  nol  ta  itiDintaia  Sir  T.  T[uddenham]  aiid  H[r)JionJ,  li 
shoun  by  a  Iciiei  from  John  Bokkynge  {Mo.  140].  Oidri  y 
matlers  wisely  auiI  secretly,  for  Wyndhnm  accused  yuii  bed 
Oxfaid  and  Scales  of  raising  pcmilc  om  uf  Norwich.  Lni 
Sc&les  seni  fur  ilic  carson  of  SwulUiaro  and  oihers  of  ihe  Iowa 
to  meet  hiiti  thiLt  Tnui^day  liefotii  111*  Earl  (if  Oxfoid.  Sain 
was  aDswcied  tliire  by  VfelveHon]  and  the  parwMt  of  S[ 
hank],  but  he  is  not  likely  10  make  1  [oveday,  etc.,  so  S»i 
will  be  in  their  best  airay,  etc. — Kougtutm,  5«tunisy 
(9  Jan.  1451]. 


KXV,  Fksar  BitacKLKY  to  John  Pastxj:*,     The  Biahop 
Norwich  is  very  (ri(.-ni.1ly  >Io  DiuiycU,  who  reals  his  c^tef  a 
ftdenceiti  the  Bp. ,  T.  T.,  a.nd  J.  H.  [Tuddeabwn  and  Heyd»( 
Reflects  on  their  boldnesa,     '  If  they  do  these  things  is  a  futa, 
tree/etc— Et4SI?] 

xsvi.  DXNYK  to  jnati  Pa5to.\.  Begs  him  lo  speal  is 
his  behalf  to  Wm.  ^Vhite,  with  my  Loid  CaidinaJ  IKfniitt],  «bD 
isdtspkased  with  him. —Wivenhoc,  4Maicti[i4SiJ,— /'.J.  Uj 


t 


lord  [flf  Oiioril]  has  Lept  sesiiona  nt  ColchtsLet.  and  Yelvet- 
%tm  wil)i  him.     ScveD  men  of  Scali^^'s  imli^tnl  of  felony,  etc. 

XXVII,  MaRCAKET  PaSTON  to  John  Pa.'ITOK  her  huiLand. 
Prerilys  lhrt^ii.tins  Il^nlinan  and  John  Rol>yns  fur  whit  hs  Kays 
ihey  have  done  again.ii  hirn.  It  U  said  Ihe  king  should  come 
inlu  this  counlry.  nncl  Sii  Tho^  TuJdenham  mid  Hcydun  uri! 
well  cUirriSihed  wilh  him  and  will  have  ^s  |^t^a.I  luli.'  as  cvcj. 
Jas,.  Gtoys  is  a^aiii  lo  Grtsliain.  Vuiir  lenanls  wimlJ  liVe  some 
lEien  <>r  yiiurs  to  leniBin  wilh  ihcm.  It  is  ^id  Loid  Moleyns 
will  have  a  day  R^ainst  ytiu  at  Thctfurd  at  lllc  next  ii.>siaes. 
Will  you  liuvc  ted  lo  your  liveiy?  Ptny  Ijiiy  Iwo  gciod  hils  fur 
your  sons^I  can  get  none  here. — Norwich,  the  (irsl  MuntSay 
IB  Lerl  [IS  March  1451]. 

XXVI  ri.  Agnes  Paston  to  John  Paston  het  son,  dwelline 
in  the  Temple,  London.  Warnc  IlArnmn  on  Sunday  after 
Halluwina^  said  Ojiciil)-  in  the  chu:i;hynrd  thai  he  knew  if  the 
wall  were  put  down  I  WQuld  say  he  dii5  it  though  he  were  a 
hundred  ctiilcs  (torn  Paston,  and  added  that  ihough  It  cunt  him 
10  noUes  it  shall  be  put  duwn  again.  And  a  man  who  sapped 
-with  am  thai  evening  lold  me  1  was  accused  of  eiicluMng  more 
than  was  allowed  by  the  patent,  which  vias  only  a  perch  broail. 
— Fascon,  Monday  after  tlallowmas  Day  [1451  or  later], 

XXlJi.    OSilKKT  MtJNDFORD  ta  JOHN    I'ASTOM,      Daniel  has 

entered  inloBrayslon,  pulout  the  wriier'ji  servants  and  dearioiltd 
his  g'Qods,  lliou^^h  he  h  here  in  the  liiag's  service  and  unaci  his 
PTolecIuan.  lias  written  lo  the  king  and  others  fur  rcstilution ; 
OUT  if  he  may  nol  have  it,  w^ll  Iniie,  with  Piston'^  udvicc,  an 
action  of  forcible  tntty  for  his  own  and  his  wife's  title,  an 
actioD  of  trespass  for  spoiling  his  goods,  and  an  assiie  of  novel 
disseitin  in  his  so^'<^  name,  eic—CalalE^,  g  Feb.  [if^'l- 

XXX.  J[OHN]    CL.OPT0^■    tO    JOHN    PASTON.      If    you    have 

Icisare  to  be  at  Thelford  on  St.  Mait's  Day  my  brothet  Tyrell 
and  I  will  wait  upon  you  for  the  matter  ye  vidt  of.  Ekcusp 
mc  that  I  waj  too  busy  la  keep  my  day  in  Ft^^^iun  week^  I 
h*ve  WflrncJ  your  titliiint  as  jo-u  comn)a.nded:.     The  king  ha.s 

BCnl  lo  me  to  he  friendly  tc  Lord  Moleyns,  bul  my  ^^rvice  shall 

he  at  your  com irmndmenl  iit  that  toBtler  or  any  other. — Melford, 
I  April  [1453]. 

XXXI.  JoH^  OsnERff  lo  John  Past'on,  in  the  Inner  Inn  of 
the  Temple,  John  Rcyiacr  and  Nich.  Strecok  of  Spnihnm 
faive  gol  a  respite  of  Nich,  Bysch*p  for  the  distrea  he  Cook, 
bul  only  by  gicinf;  him  n  i-eward  dif  8  pence.  On  Friday  I  did 
your  enand  In  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  who  was  sorry  he  had 
not  spoken  to  yau  before  you  left  for  London.  He  said  he  had 
three  letters  the  day  before  from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk— not,  I 
woie  well,  fot  your  malCer  gf  Charles  Nowcll,  etc.    He  had  also 
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sp«keti  to  Lotd  ScbJu,  who  U  well  dkp4«ed  lOVrudS  yun. 
miitlres  ( Mar^rei  P-iiion]  wishes  }-od  fa  'daihcocsi' oaMi 
MuTgeiy  lu  jiiociiTi;  h<;i  a  new  girdle  agatasi  Whiisuaiide-— 

Norwich,  14  May  [1452). 

KKXtl.    EnHDND  WVCirVKGHAM    to  JOHN    PASTOK,      I 

my  lord  of  Oxfoid,  as  I  came  honie,  of  the  great  tabonr  1/ , 
Thos.  Tiiddenhnni  and  Urydun  toi  sheriffs  of  oiu  shiTc  ind 
ihc  prisons  wlium  Ihcy  Ubouicd  for  ;  also  thit  Loid  CroiB 
lab.iurcd  (at  Sioiiha.ni  of  Huntlngdonihire,  etc. — Framlingtia, 
Friday  before  llie  feast  of  Si.  SimoTi  3,nd  Jude  [Oo.  1451 
Qt  UJ3?]. 

xxsill.  William  Rbvnolds  of  Cromer  to  AcNKrAfti 
Has  kt  Ihc  place  in  which  J^hn  Rycheman  dwell  fui  ij 
lings,  but  the  loftiS  of  the  doaia  Att  [lulled  oB,  the  v'mA 
hrolten  and  boarded  up,  Ihe  switie-sty  down,  etc.  Ler  il  M 
Si.  Mark's  I>n.>'.  and  next  day  ticntyGondd  euat  ind  ad 
my  Idling  should  not  stand,  and  scaEed  thedODTS.  Bui  Ibqx 
wilti  ynnr  favour  it  miy,  for  I  have  Id  aJl  your  laadi.  Tae 
proposed  tennnt  is  much,  hiled  tty  Joan,  ihe  wife  of  % 
Ithytighata,  chapnian,  a  loose  woiraci  who  dw-clls  nor 
stiiB  up  Abmham  Whal  tiiid  llenrj'  Goneld  to  get  him  r 
out. — Cromer,  tht  dny  afwr  St.  MaiV's  Day  [36  April  I4yj 

xxxtv.  Thomas  DENvestoJoHN  Paston,  t  am  in  paiia 
trouble  than  ever.  Jimcs  Coole.'a  servant  of  mine,  is  hired  Vj 
Wat  Itif^ham  and  has  unlnily  accused  me  and  a>y  wiie  ofMltiBC 
up   hills    againil    tords.      The  saitic   tliief   and    AHbcole  !»« 

planned  to  r-ob  me  of  such  little  goods  of  mine  *s  thcr  can  efi 

m  Norfolli.^In  the  Fleet,  S  April  [1454]. 

KKXV.  StK  JOHM  FASTOLF  tO  THOMAS  HOWTVS,  pOTVa 
CaEtlecouibe.  I  ntn  surpri^d  at  your  telling  John  Antlrem 
Ipswich  tha.t  you  have  worrBiiCS-  under  riy  i«itei  nnii  m) 
save  y-ou  harmless  if  you  be  coitdemned  in  the  sum  he  sna 
for.  I  gave  no  such  waiiants  and  will  not  pay  foi  yon. 
me  those  yoii  have  01  pri  accouni  of  thmn  and  whose  taoS 
they  bear,  a.tid  lake  advice  o(  John  FB^ton.  whether  ro  nc  1 
defies  fatt/um,  etc,  Rpbert  Inglosc  has  made  an  »flcr  to 
about  my  duty  in  Riikhyth. — Loodon,  tx  July,  33  Heo. 
[MS4]- 


i 
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XXXVI.  Thomas  Plavter  toJoHNpASTON.  Ihave 
with  tny  Loid  Chancellor  and  put  the  bill  bef^e  him  utd  dT 
ihe  lords  on  Wednesday,  expecting  an  answer  on  Thundi^. 
Loi^ls  Wilishiie  and  Beauchamp  jironiise  to  help.  I  hiic 
made  a  ii€vi  bill  to  deliver  to  the  king.  I  compUmed  to  mj 
Lord  ChanceUoi  thai  my  miuicr  [Sir  John  Funolf}  mnd  jm 
were  put  out  of  the  cammisgion  of  the  pocc  ;  laii  be  bm  ox 
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yet  granied  a.  now  one.  After  the  latds'  saying,  the  council 
sboutd  break  un  on  Monday  ncxl.  The  Archbishop  a(  York 
[William  BooLhl  is  hale  itnd  merry. — 20  July  [1454]- 

xxxvn.  SiK  John  Fastolf  to  John  Paston.  I  send,  is 
you  desire,  John  Kasse,  lo  hmc  your  advice  what  shall  Ije 
Ijibouied  in  your  absence  for  the  mtiiler  of  Wcmwotlh.  H-c  has 
a  Icltcf  of  credence  ■□  llie  baitifTof  Dedham.  I  send  jrou  two 
leUers  from  London,  speaking  «I  gruai  busicieas  ogainsi  us,  and 
an  aclioil  taken,  against  you,  Howes,  Bokkyng,  etc.  So  please 
go  to  London  in  all  hiLstc,  etc.  —  Sunday  before  St.  John 
Baptist  [aa  June  14SS]- 

xKXviif,  Hugh  Fbnn  to  John-  Pastos.     My  cattle  at 

IkbnigK    have     been    distrained     by    Osbaifl,    SOlnetirae    yolM 

senrani,  now  feixiary  to  wy  Lotd  of  VofU  (Wm.  Booth,  Ahp-J, 
though  I  made  my  Ane  of  Ikliurgh  with  Nich.  Wateitnan,  then 
his  Tcodary.  If  Osbam  be  ilill  in  your  service  I  will  lake  your 
advice  what  10  dii. — London,  25  April  [1456?]. 

xxxix.  Sir.  John  Fastolf  IoJoiin  Pastok.  When  ihc 
Bp.  of  Norwich  visils  Hichling  priory  on  Thiiiiday,  please  in- 
form him  uFihe  ajrningemcnt  between  tbe  prior  ind  me  abvul 
my  2j  marks  yearly  rent,  which  is  at  tbe  urdcrinf  of  you  and 
Fyncheham,  aad,  if  you  do  liol  ^i<^c,  the  tnalter  is  to  be 
decided  by  ihc  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop, 
csJIing  to  them  two  temporal  judges.  Please  also  send  me 
word  (as  you  have  a  feodary  0/  all  the  knights'  fees  in  this 
shire)  if  my  Lord  Scaly*  can  claim  homage  of  my  place  called 
Essex  there,  t'urihtr,  as  I  taicLy  proposed  Co  you  w  ait  out  a 
little  '  Heel '  running  between  the  commons  of  your  lordship  of 
Maultetiyand  Castrc,  which  is  □vergrunn  with  reeds,  please 
write  Id  yaur  bailitTof  Msulcby  to  lake  your  tenants  to  see  the 
water  and  ground,  and  that  they  bear  half  titc  costs  aod  f  the 
otber  half.— Caislei,  2  May  [14^6]. 

XL.  John  Dobt,  uo-Jpi-^herlff  p(  Norfolk,  lo  John  Pastow. 
Excuse  my  not  ^coming  lu  you,  the  ihetift  has  giwcn  inc  so 
tnudi  to  do.  Barker  in  his  leCtei  hlamt^  my  deputies  lor  the 
return  o(  ihe  baiens  fsrptit  with  dmcns  Ucum  ;  but  Jtihn  Rede 
look  advice  about  the  return  with  Fasiolfs  cotinBcl.  They  are 
trying  to  make  me  lesponfible,  aadaJl  the  ill-will  borne  me  in 
the  shire  is  only  for  that  m at lei.— (About  1456^] 

VI. I.  William  Caltiiorpb  lo  John  Paston.  John 
Osberne  o(  Walsingham  infurms  me  of  ii  commission  coming 
liom  my  Lord  Chancellor  to  Sit  Kobetl  Conyci*,  you,  others, 
and  me.  and  that  yoii  would  bave  your  day  on  Mondity  oi 
Tuesday  at  Cromer.  Blakeuey,  or  Walsingham.  A  message 
iblierwiuil^  came  from  my  cousin  Twyei  thiai  you  diad  fixed  lo 
2  N 
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be  At  Blalccney  on  Mondmy.     Please  send  me  certUR  word  ul ' 
I  will  meet  you. — BniDhani,  Asceniioii  Day  [(t  May  145!  }\ 

SLti,  Friak  BnACiiLKY  to  John  Paston,  Take  cue  ihu 
yoiir  brother  W,  V.  wiifi  H.  Fylangley  secttHf  sboat  W. 
W[Mcesiet]  the  Irishman,  aiwi  Colin  [he  Frenc-hman,  whn  m 
in  league  togetht^r  ta  injure  iheLt  dead  master  [Fa^iallJasrUti! 
eieculors  by  cihibiliuE  secret  letters  sent  to  him  long  igoui 
sihci  confidence.  If  the  Eatl  or  Wiltshire  were  infonned  ot 
this,  ihal  cJcccitful  Colin  would  not  have  such  inflatsce  will 
him  as  he  thinks,  nor  yet  with  the  queen,  to  whose  senricc  Ui 
biothcr  is  tiyiag  to  introduce  him  Ihroagb  Hastef  Onnoal 
If  youi  btothci  could  by  subtle  mcabs  get  al  th^  casllcts  of  At 
Frenchman  (Jid  W.  W.  yaii  Wdulii  find  things  full  of  icffun 
-iMfo.] 

icijit.  Anonvuous  Io  H.  B.  of  IJneoln.  I  have  ntn 
things  to  remind  yau  of.  but  I  fear  you  were  not  ptesaed  witb 
lomt'  suggestions  I  made  10  jou  at  your  chamber  window  ti 
Lammas 'h-omcivard  from  Lond-on.'  But  is  I  rcmin 
Iftlely  at  Norwich  of  the  variance  between  ibe 
ECntlcman  and  you,  foe  God's  luYe  and  your  own  cose) 
get  hi-«  good  will.  .  .  .  Beware  w~hat  you  talk  liy  ^omc  ' 
the  lords  your  c<i-eXeCulDi».  Vdut  jouMvey  to  Lord  BcASCbP 
to  Cambridge  is  talcen  as  men  lilce,  etc. — Wednesday,  g  Ap 
[1460]. 

xi.iv.  Fkiaii  Brackikt  to  John  Tastom.  I  am  uomib 
to  heat  how  you  succeed  in  tbe  mailer  of  Sir  J.  Ftastoirs]  will. 
The  l>cnTcr  is  my  spiritual  son,  who  having  made  his  profemce 
in  the  Order  hy  me  and  rait^ed  to  the  priesthood,  hu  dowIv 
two  years  been  my  ctin&tant  companiaa,  and  waited  no  in 
with  devoted  attention  during  my  severe  illqe-^  ;  which  lc<^ 
him  niuch  from  his  books  add  Study,  and  so  he  o>uH  d« 
have  reecurse  la  his  friends  for  food  and  caiment.  I  wish  y« 
would  give  to  Iiim  the  a.lins  you  conferred  on  my  unmt«tui 
nephew  William.  Several  limes  hut  for  his  care  t  s-hoiiiii  hiw 
betn  dead.  —  Dtinwich,  Eve  of  Translition  of  St.  Thoniis  the 
Martyr  (fi  July  1460]. 

xi.v.  Friar  Bracklsy  to  Jqhi4  Paston.  That  uiutal^ 
man — 1  fear,  most  ungrateful  Irishman  [WiLiam  "Worcester)— 
lold  Master  Cl<^n>ent  thai  the  yearly  eipens^;  of  StI  J<4>n 
Fastnlf  amounted  lo  Soft  mart^^  in  Norfolk  and  SuSulk,  and 
that  the  knight  wai  simply  ma')  \n  nuke  a  hiTgain  with  yon  for 
^000  marks  :  that  he  (the  said  Irishman)  knows  how  lo  impair 
and  diminish  the  knight's  goods  to  the  sum  of  30,000  mukL 
etc.  See  thai  he  be  rot  allowed  to  take  upon  him  the  burdmn' 
the  tefitameri  tilt  be  has  rendered  n  full  account  of  the  {nod^ 
of  the  decenaed,  etc.     Dcwatc  k^t  th^t  same  dark  oDC-cjtd 
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W.  W.  b*  nMied  with  JuiigcYelveiion,  inil  supported  by  the 
lyrnnnyof  rhc  Duke  ai  EKel«r.  I  have  learned  since  your 
departure  Ihnt  four  perfidious  servants  of  our  college  arc  con- 
spiring aga.inat  ifae  knight's  will  and  hb  executors,  viz,  Colin 
tlie  frenchman,  d«k  of  the  kitchen,  W.  W.,  the  knight's 
secretary,  and  W.  Eton.— Ca islet,  Saturday  [Oct.  1460?). 

It    hij  been  alitfady   note<i   in   the  abstract   tif  thi^  letter  in 

*ol.  iii.  (No.  gg8)  that  it  proves  '  CoLinus  Gallicns  '  not  10  have 
Ix«n,  as  the  Edilor  at  firsi  supposed,  a  nickname  fat  Williacn 
Woretslet.  It  would  seem  rather  that  Colio  was  his  real  name, 
ond  ihit  he  was  b'astoirs  French  cook,  ni  clerk  of  the  kitchen. 
Faslolf  himself  speaks  of  *  his  servant  Colin  '  in  No.  287.  On 
the  othci  hand,  William  Worcester  ^iccmi  certainly  to  have 
been  the  '  Mibeniicus'  of  Brackli:y'«  Idlers  (ace  No.  XLiI.), 
although  we  knijw  thai  lie  was  not  an  Iiishmsm,  nor  even  of 
Irish  extraction.      Vet,  from  the  wny   liis  'nation'  is  spoken 

*f  here,  Brackley  must  have  supposed  that  he  was  really  one. 

Xlvi.  MarsAIlET  PASTOMto  John  PasTOH  her  hwsljftnd, 
J0I1D  Estegate  bus  neither  cnme  nor  sent  hither,  and  1  luusE 
bcrrow  money  unl«>:<i  you  come  home  soon.  I  have  but  f 
shillings.  I  have  done  your  crrnndj  to  my  mother  And  to  my 
uncle,  who  say;  he  knows  no  moie  fuoffeea  of  Stol:yi.by  Ihiin 
he  wrote  lo  you  of,  etc.  Messages  to  her  father  and  mother, 
Heydon's  wifehadnchildonSl.  Peter's  Day,  which  her  husband 
wi!l  not  own,  nor  her  cither,  thrcalcnin);  lo  cut  off  her  nose  if 
sbe  come  in  hl.^  presence. — GelJislun,  Wednesday  aflei  Sl> 
Tbonia^  (year  unceriaLa.]. 

XI.V1I.  Thb  Earl  or  DxroKO  LoJohn  Pastom.  Please 
receive  for  me  5  marks  of  the  id  marks  due  from  Robert 
Rcppis  under  the  will  nf  John  rif  Fen,  and  pay  il  to  Master 
Br&klc. — WcTcnhoi  35  July  [year  uncciiainl. 

XLViii,  Freak  Bracklbv  to  [John  Paston].  Fur  certain 
mailers  told  me  by  Irustworthy  persons,  pmy  ride  as  fast  as  you 
can  for  your  own  s.tfety.  Heydon,  Wenfw^rtb,  and  J.  Andrew 
spesk  most  malici"iisiy  against  y,iu  ond  Maslc?  T.  H|-iwy5] 
and  me.  Mastei  Clement  and  1  wilt  follow  you  as  far  as 
Colchester,  and  wait  ihere  till  you  send  a  mesMnger  from 
Ijindon,  when  wc  will  come  lo  you  with,  two  old  servants 
necessary  for  out  purpose,  K.  Bolilere,  Malt.  Gowh,  and  John 
Ltirc,  Wc  two  cannot  mount  or  dismount  horses  without  help. 
But  for  the  weather  I  cnuld  better  walk  than  tide,  JhHrc  W. 
Y[i-l"erlon]  will  help  HeiJon  against  «5.    If  youi  brother  W.  P. 

Slid  T.  Playtere  would  go  before  ihcy  might  peicuivr  something 

they  do  not  yet  know,  etc. — Friday,  in  hAste  [jABiiflfy 
1461  ?]. 
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Xlix.  THOVA5  33BWVB5  to  JOHN  Paston.     I  Hunk  TOO  in 

luccoutinc  my  wife.  Vou  kuaw  the  trouble  I  had  wlnilic 
raise  came  suddenly  and  ihe  govcnMir  of  jour  cily  wM  bnsy  w 
entrap  pip,  I'ul  I  was  let  down  hy  (be  wall  iii  n  bMkcl  uni 
escaped.  His  imputati-cifls  are  false  ;  for  I  can  pr"»c  thil  tny 
sctwarts  whom  he  named  were  at  Brisley,  mom  thwi  w^eta 
miles  (iff.  Bui  I  beg  you  cninicrl  mynife,  fc>i  I  have  nosotton 
IjuI  (or  htr.  She  is  a  widow  yet  for  ae,  and  will  be  iiU  mm 
U  done. — [Apiil  H6i  ?] 

L.  Thomas  Piattkr  to  John  Pastow.  Danj>cll  of  Cmj'* 
Inn  infuraied  me  that  Kyjig  iif  Dowaham,  who  slew  '!%■>*. 
Denys,  'is  atiestcd  and  in  prison  at  Wisbech.  Ilayd<ci  hu 
paid  500  mirfcB  and  is  delivered.^Day  of  the  'Ad»encMe' 
(feasi  of  St.  I'eler  id  Vinculi?)  [i  Aug-  1461  ?J. 

u.  Uo'tf^lP-^s'ON  uiIThkDukkof  Sufpolk],  Pc^V» 
that  be  will  ^iipport  Pa^iun  in  \iia  right  to  the  nianiH  [of  GinMi] 
as  he  i»  my  Ititd'i  homager,     Sldtcs  his  elaicn. — [U^S-}.] 

i.ii.  MARGAaBT  Paston  lo  Jon%  Paston.  The  seuoB  CI 
not  (a.vouiBblc  to  nuJting  n  new  ditch  at  licyladon.  Jou 
Dyngayoe  wishes  you  10  speak  lo-  Hugh  of  Fen  foi  her,  u  Bm- 
ward,  ihe  under-sheriff,  sent  dcwn  liut  week  &  warrAnt  «i  mu 
the  land  for  Ihe  kiag.  Cann<it  lee  WilUon]  Worccsiet  abaBl 
the  fi'^ed  evidence  ;  his  wifo  always sayi  hi;  is  out. — ilmAf 
apei  St.  Andrew's  Day  [Dec.  1469-3], 

LJii.  [John  Paston  to  Maroarkt  Pastos.]  I  leod  * 
letter  of  instructions  to  you  and  Daubencyand  Callc  ainnt  iIk 
rule  of  ray  h<;iu.-iu  and  Mivelodc.'  Bid  Daabeney  and  ABr 
beware  of  dbcbsing  what  malt  I  have,  hw  there  «re  lojes  n 
London,  foi  engrossers  of  m.ill  li>  eslhancc  iKe  price.  I  <ml 
money  whcrt  you  eiii  send  it  sftfdy  hy  Jas.  GTcsham  and  other, 
attorneys  at  Ihe  lieginnin^  of  this  teim,  or  earlier  hy  sfum- tni' 
carrier,  trussed  in  a  fardel:  ^100  in  ^<ild  of  the  old  eoin 
and  jfao  in  Broils. — MocnitieofSt  Hilary  (14  Jan.  1463?] 

Liv,  Cbcii,v  Dawnc  10  Sib  John  Paston,  I  \aa^  to  hew 
of  your  welfaie.  I  am  told  yi>u  are  tu  be  wedded  lo  a  dav^tn 
of  tlic  Duke  of  Somciscl.  If  I  could  apeak  Co  you  I  okM 
give  you  sfimc  infvrnmtioTi  nUjut  [hat  [Sutler,  But  I  ptMjGoi 
give  you  one  thai  will  fn.itbfu]lj  lovc  you  ;  for  earthly  goodi 
are  transitory,  and  wf^dding  contiTtiics  fni  lift.  Winlvi  Um 
drawing  nsar,  and  I  have  trat  few  clothes,  but  of  yiMH  gift, 
Cod  ihanh  you;  £<■  pray  remember  me  with  sone  lirny.— 
Hcllowe,  3  Nov.  [I4&i-7l. 

LV,  Clbmbnt  Paston  IoJohn  Piv^toh, senior, liishrolbc. 
Hu^h  Fenn's  'obliEBtion'  [bond)  vras  acknowledged  by  Vel- 
vcrlon  in  the  Exchequer  a*  Sif  John  Fastolfs  dc«d,  atid  ke 
had  judgment  ti^  r^eeivc  the  money  and  ^lo  dairiaget.    Attt 
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ihey  report  tt«ti  they  have  a  sheriff  m  iheit  nuad  who  will 
inakF  execution,  or  e\sr  return  Ihii  yoa.  have  wuiled  ilecenscd's 
goods,  sn  ihal  they  wilt  ha.re  a  writ  to  lake  you.  1[  wuiiJil  lie 
beller  to  Irtat  lluin  sulTci  the  jjoods  thus  to  le  lost.  \'cl.vcr!on 
has  diargi^  llic  lenaiil^  in  Souibwcirk  tu  pay  no  money  but  lo 
him,    Th«  king   his  l>ecci  in  Gioucc^u-t.'^liHc  (punishing  ihe 

rebellious,  as  he  inlentlEi  (q  do  in   Nor/olk,  iLnd  then   in  ulhec 

counlries. — Ash  Wednesday  [15  Feb.  1464]. 

LVi,  Climknt  PastokioJohk  Taston  his  brotlier.  On 
hearing  that  ihc  parson  of  BlofieW  [Thos,  Howes]  was  come  la 
town  I  tried  ta  &ee  him,  but  failed,  and  wrote  ii  Iclii-r  warning 
him  of  ihe  ttanger  of  perjury.  I  aflcrvvaids  met  hiiii  in  (he 
Itrtcl,  end  found  liini  ^oi«  moved  that  yoii  ^ould  hitre  Ch?  Iwd 

iild  fnund   the  coliege  with  only  100  niarks,  though  he  would 

have  founded  it  elsewhere  with  do  mure,  and  suld  the  rest  of 
Ihfl  'Uvelodu'  lo  raise  the  mnney,  Mji  Lord  Chancellor  is 
goae  Iti  Yoili,  ind  will  noL  tw  here  ill  thii  term. — Wednesday 
before  5J.  George's  Dny  [18  April  1464]. 

P.S.'^The  king  has  been  in  Kent  wheie  many  have  beea 
indicted  for  liik-y'a  duniJi,  He  will  come  lo  town  agiun  lo-day, 
but  irnmcdiatcly  proceed  lo  Vo-rk. 

LVii,  Sis  Walter  Blount  (Treasurer  of  England)  to  The 
Prior  of  Norwich.  Any  goods  you  may  have  of  John 
Pafton's,  who  is  outlawed,  you  must  keep  to  lh«  king's  behoof 
till  otberwiic  commanded. — LnndoOf  27  pjuv.  '64. 

I.VII1.  AnonvhousIo  Mastkr.  Rothewell.  Reminding; 
Urn  of  the  subject  on  which.  John  Pasion  snd  Thomas  Howys 
moke  to  him  when  tki^v  desired  Ihe  assistance  of  my  Lurds  of 
'Winchester  and  Bcnuchnmp  in  accomplishing  the  will  of  their 
lesiaior  [F^LstolF]  and  avoiding  expcnsci.  Stiitcineiil  of  the 
case, — [iif^tt?] 

tix.  [John  Fastok]  to  Maxgahet  Fastotj,  JoHt4 
Daubemet,  and  RtcHAKo  Call^  Directions  about  the 
control  of  his  houM^hold,  in  which  she  will  la^ke  advice  of  [he 

master,  and  o[  the  vic^t  [?  uf  Pa^luni  Willia.1i]  WarnieiJ,  and 
of  Sir  James  [GloysJ,  biilh  is  fo  provision  of  stuff  nfld 
gathering  in  Ihc  revenue,  Belling  h\a  malt,  etc.  Was  sorry  to 
bear  ihai  his  priests  and  poor  men  were  unpaid,  and  only  10 
marks  sent  to  him  by  Bertiey  all  this  season.  Does  not  wish 
lo  be  100  sei-cre  upon  his  son  [Sir  John  Paston],  bu!  is  grieved 
at  his  want  of  dilrgence.  Has  the  glaiier  done  nt  Btomholrac 
and  ihc  Friars  of  ihc  South  town?  Matlrrs  about  farms  of 
SwainsLlior^K:  and  Snailwcll  and  Fastolfs  'livelodc,'  hi»  hay 
at  llcllcsden,  Mautby  Maisb,  clc^London,  Tuesday  a((« 
St.Hiltuy  [15  Jan.  146;], 
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IX.  John  Pacto>  the  Voumcist  to  bU  Fathsjc    Hh 

been  in  SufTolk  nboul  ihc  mailers  belwcen  his  bthet  am) 
Jcnncy.  Thr  qucK  la  not  yet  summoned.  MoM  o(  tliuu  irc 
,ilii>uil  Ipswkh,  and  &(h:  Del^nnm'a  ten&als  ami  Srucc's,  with 
nbom  he  Cfuld  not  gel  any  niai)  lu  ipsak  loi  hiui,  ajitl  ii  wwiIiJ 

liave  -done  no  goud  lu  liavc  sputi^n  wilh  them   l)iin»^f.     Gvtl 

hatii«  iht  srionet^,  as  he  h«ard  tbc  Duche^  ol  SuHoJlt's  cciuhmIJ 
would  enter  into  Cakol  Hall  and  ktcji  il  lUl  she  kntw  wheltitl| 
Pasion  or  Delicnliani  stioultl  he  hei  lenant.     Has  sent  wonl  lu 
Kysyng,  wh>eTe  he  nnd  lilsbrolhet  will  keep  the  minor.     SpoLe 
lo  Alynglon  almiit  the  names  to  pus  cid  the  oiBltcr  bclB«a] 
Paalon  acid  H-ugan,  etc. — Hallyswoilli,  Saturday  after  Titoii] 
Sunday  [15  June  lA^sf. 

Lxr.  (John  Paston]  t«  MakcAkgt  V^^ros  a.m>  Otiiu&J 
Wishes  his  son  [Sif  Jtiho]  did  well,  htil  sees  no  di&poution 
'  policji '  at  '  governnnce '  in  him.     He  never  did   us  any  [i>od 
excepi  M  CnEkot  Mali,  when  he  and  his  liiother  Icept  it  out  ihy 
against  Debejihttm,  but  at  three  limes  Iheeusl  Detwiihsm'g umtj 
put  him  to.     Colic  sends  vtoid  tlini  Master  I'hilip  ILipga]'')] 
hu  entetccl  Dmyiuii  in  the  Duke  ai  SufJblk's  nunc,  ajiil  mrnit] 
Id  enlcr  Ucllesdcci,      Wbhc."  her  Id  encourage  hh  ten4Jii9,' 
for  he  stisl!  not  lost-  it.     The  la--,t  dulc  wwuld  have  Knigbi  il ' 
of  KajiJoll,  and  whtn  refused   set  up  a.  -cl^m  l>y  iahcrilBIiCi^. 
MA.ke  much  of  the   Co«sey  men,   wbo  wefc   o-m   well-iriLlera 
when  we  wi^re  neighbouis  ibete.     Wants  a  muk  to  be  buLS 
of  Hellcsden  anul  Drayton.— Thursday  l«ftire  St,  Peter's  Duf 
[17  June  146s].  I 

LXii.  Sir  John  1'aston  to  Johm  rAsro.i.  Si»  Then. 
Howes  !a  willing  to  resign  the  benefice  of  Maiitby  to  Sir  Then. 
Lyndys  oi  Ngrwich,  — IlcllesJen,  Friday  before  Si.  Michad 
[xj  Sept,  1463]. 

Lxtii.  Mabgabbt  Pastom  lo  Johm  Pastpn,  M'.'vicr"' 
ceiveil  ihr^tigh  M.-isicr  Br&kle,  Qm  get  do  Siiitisbciory  cl<Mh 
for  her  gown  in  Norwich,  and  wants  him  to  buy  3J  yardi  tv 
her,  such  as  pleases  him&elf.  ilarry  Inglo^s  men  dffwlwQ 
men  of  TunstcaJ  on  Thursday  last,  and  all  rhe  country  isiow 
Ittiublcd  at  il,  On  Saturday  when  he  came  riding  tbtougb 
Norwich  lijward  Frainlingham  he  was  putsued,  aJid  would 
have  been  ariested  if  he  had  stayed  here. — Ngtwich,  Wcdnct- 
day  after  St.  Martin  [Nov.,  y^r  unc^rtair^,  1441-&5J. 

Lxrv.  Fvhbral  Expenses  or  LADvKATHAitiHGHOn'. 
who  died  on  the  morrow  of  Soulmai  Day  [3  Nov.]  5  Edw. 

[  1 465  J- 

L.w.  Margaret  Pastom  to  John  Pastom  thk  Voukgu. 
I  would  he  glad  that  your  sistci  [Anne  or  Mitigcry?]  thouU 
enter  mj  t«dy'fr  [f.  tthoseP]  service  before  any  otbei*£,     S^xal 
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to  your  falhci  thcreofi  etc.     Written  Sunday  after  your  depart* 
ing  (date  uncertain,  hcFoic  1466 1. 

Lxvi.  John  RAOCLirr  ov  Am.EtsoKOUCii  lu  John 
Paston.  In  behalf  of  a  tenant  of  TbuininK,— AltlcWuugb, 
>7  Dec,  [l>eli»e  1466]. 

Lxvii.  Makraret  Paston  in  Sir  Johm  Paston.  I  hear 
nre  s.Te  nil  n<:cur!ie<l  that  havn  admitiietered  the  dceeased'E 
g'Ciuils  wilhiiiil  licence.  Kor  God'^  salte,  get  oae  of  my  lord  of 
Cant«btiry,  In  discbarge  my  conscknce  and  yours,  tondminisler 
300  or  400  niark^,  informing  hini  how  youi  '  livclodc '  has  beeo 
tri.iubletl  thne  iwi.i  years  ])ast>  and  you  Have  many  mar'ters  in 
whicll  yuur  riglita  will  t>c  pr>cjudiccd  if  a  time  b-c  nol  taken  fur 
your  folht't's  g™>d5.  Bewareof  latg*  theftsand  givipg  le-waids, 
01  of  binding  yourself  to  any  one  mU  inditTcicnt,  elc.^ThiiisiJay 

Eatxl  St.  Manir  [13  Vcv.  1466?]. 
d 
* 
li 
b 
b 


DtVIII.  JOMM   RUSSB    to   MaRCAKKT  Faston.     Begs  bet 

'Ibrbeanincc AS  In  repiiyineiit  afa  loan.     [After  1466.) 

LXJX.  Sir  John  ind  Lafiv  Howard.  Memorandum 
djLierl  22  Jan.,  6  Edw.  iv.  [1467],  of  'stuff,'  vii,  jewelSery, 
bedding,  cic,  licliveiLcI  by  ilic  former  to  the  latter 


k 


i,xx.  John  ?aston  to  Sjr  John  I'astdn.  By  yrmi  letters 
Which  Eiiy  mother  §ecil:  me  all  is  io  a  good  way.  As  It'  gnlher- 
Ing  in  yiiTir  'liytlitdc,'  this  day  we  had  in  the  last  ciiriib  rrf 
WrlL-y  due  in  C^slur.  Hkw  Austyn  and  his  men  made  many 
boajl;  and  had  20  comb  carted  reaJy  l-o  Icnil  in  10  Yarmouth  j 
but  I  luosj^d  Komu  uhclps  which  gnve  llii:  CEiit  and  Imrley  ^w:h 
a  turn  that  it  took  pov*i1  in  youi  Ixikehoui*  cistu-rn  at  Caiaer 
Hall,  .rnd  was  wel  wllhin  an  hour  after  it  came-  home  and  is 
near  ready  to  make  good  malL,  ho,  ho!  William  VclverCon 
ki£  made  a  new  hailifl'  at  Guton,  and  dislraiaed  the  tenants 
there  and  the  (armcr  at  ^Saxthuipe.  This  day  hi'  and  S  men 
with  jacks  and  truant;  doublets  were  tendy  to  lidc,  &nd  said 
they  meant  10  lake  a  Jistre^  in  manors  that  wltc  Sir  John 

KasLolP^  ;  hui  Co-Dioripw  X  will  fieofjl  DauN^rii^y  to  ct^jpm^jid 
the  tenants  to  pay  iinbody  but  you.  Velvertun's  ca|>lains  lide 
about  the  (country  aim«d  witii  tiom bards,  cannon^;,  and  javelinii. 
Vou  should  get  a  privy  seal  for  their  airesC. — Tuesday  before 
Candlemai  [27  Jan.  1467]. 

L5CXI.  [Wii.MAM  Paston]  to  Sir  John  Pa'ston,  Direc- 
'tions  touching  the  law  business  of  the  bmily  in  [Easter]  term 
[1467),  when  Margaret  Pastor  seenu  to  have  been  up  in 
London. 

ucxii.  THt  Di;>^E  OF  Norfolk  to  Sib  John  Howard, 
[l»  unable,  through  sickness,  to  execute  his  office  [of  Earl  Mar. 
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^hal]  at  tliF  coming  of  ihe  Bastsid  of  Burgusdj-,  and  rcqnoU 

Hdwaid  lo  acl  as  his  deputy.— 18  May  [14&7], 

1.XXI1I.  Sjr  John  Howarh.  LUi  of  those  u>  whom  tie 
gives  jackets  at  the  lisliting  between  Lxnd  Sc3l($  mJ  tbe 
BiUlard  of  Burgundy,— Qune  1467.] 

i.xxiv.  John  Taston  to  his  Mothbr.  My  brothei  uul  I 
and  all  our  fellowship uie  in  good  heaUh.     I  hope  to  [contc  Uj 

^ou  by  Halkivijan,  add  diseharge  you  of  such  folk  u  fui 
ccp  of  my  bioiher's ;  bul  1  inusl  do  it  at  luy  own  npau^ 
for  he  has  npt  ngw  a  pertny  in  his  puTse,  and  expects  ctciy  6tf 
ta  be  arfested.  As  for  Beckha.nt,  it  ^h.a.il  neithet  be  atortfigcd 
Tioi  sold  if  yovi  u'ill  si^nd  by  Judy  the  plate  we  taJked  of ;  aad 
you  niiiy  also  seDi\  money  for  my  sister  Anne's  hood.  etc.  Ai 
for  tidings,  neiiher  tbe  king  rtoi  ihe  lords  know  whetb«t  tbef 
ihall  begin  war  again  or  not. — [1467?) 

LXXV.  SikJOUM  PASTOMIoLolcDBEADCKAVr.    AuUlDIHM 

him  to  leal  the  writings  desired  by  tbe  BishO'p  Af  ^VjudiGdef 
[Wayntlete]  releasing  his  e«iaie  in  the  lands  which  wet<  \Ue  j 
ofSir John  Faslolf.— [1467!^]  ' 

Lxxvi.  Sir  John  Pastqn  to  Rooek  Townsbmd.  The 
awud  made  belwcen  them  teaching  a  tenemcat  caJIccl  Rcesb 
Stiattuii  rec[uired  Towrls^iid  to  give  Sir  John  a  hors^  and  ^ID 
fcjr  a  hariiefis.  Hears  he  t&lks  of  giviiAg  a.  harness  instead  oT  ' 
the  money,  fancying  he  can  buy  it  for  10  iruuks.  tits  hoi^l 
one  [or  hinuelf  whii^h  cost  X'^o,  and  would  not  ask  so  much  of 
Ti>wnsend,  whom  he  begs  to  send  the  i^rccd  sam  of  /'lo  bj 
bearer. — London,  12  Feb.  [I46j'-g]. 

Lxxvii,  John  Paston  10  SiR  Jobm  PastoN,  Hasty  re- 
[tnitt;  iteed-cd  at  Cais.i(:F.  Remember  your  releasee  and  gawta 
nf  my  lord  of  Norfolk  before  you  come  home.  I  send  a  letter 
from  the  king  directed  lu  you,  delivered  by  a  mui  of  the  EaH 
of  Oxford's,  Don't  forget  lo  se&tch  for  iho  fine  in  tuch  places 
as  my  mother  sent  you  word  of.  My  iidcIc  and  tny  gixnd- 
mother  have  searched  in  vain  in  all  places  whctc  it  should  be. 
My  lady  and  my  grandmother  hsve  cone  ti*  London  abmii  il. 
-[1468-9?] 

LXXVILI.    RO-BERT    BROWNB  tO   Sia   JOHN    PASTOH.       The 

king  has  sent  a  letter  lo  the  Dulce  of  Norfolk  Lo  continue  ('.i. 
lo  postpone)  all  milters  till  he  can  tilce  a  direction  chcrein. 
The  queen  also  has  sent  a  letter  to  the  Duchi^ss  of  Norfolk  and 
aooihei  lo  the  Duchess  of  Sutfolk  (the  elder)  to  confer  with  my 
ktds  that  tbe  kio^s  comiQiiiids  might  be  kept.  AUo  Kogei 
K^,  the  sheriff,  will  be  at  Caisier,  ai  niy  Ltttd  Treasurer  says 
on  Tuesday  or  We<lne?day,  to  sjw  good  rule  kepi.  Also  tie 
Archbishop  of  York  [NeviU]  sends  you  a  letter.  Lofd  Scales 
Ls  wiih  Ihe  king.— [1469.] 
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LXSIX.    WlLllAM  PAiTOM  lO  '  MaRGERV' (y,  MAHCAHKT?) 

Faston.  M^  Iwo  nephews  Icnm  right  well,  and  ihdr  guwiis 
and  iheir  g^ii  sluill  he  made  far  Iliem  in  l}ie  way  you  wrile-. 
Thanks,  sisier,  for  gallicriiiB  iny  money.  My  sisi«r  ani]  my 
brnthci  send  ciiminc'D.daiiiiD.s.  and  I  mny  lell  you  in  cunlidence 
she  is  on  (he  pciinl  of  marriaEc.  [For  lliu  dait  iind  oilici 
anil>igui[ic3  af  this  l«lter,  see  ihe  pielimiuory  noic  to  the  letter 
ilaelf.] 

Lxxx,  Margahkt  Paston  itt  Sir  John  Paston.  Pray 
speik  10  my  brolber  Williiiin  to  get  some  writing  Tiom  Ilit 
tuns  10  stop  the  waste  done  by  the  Dufce  of  Norfolk  and  liis 
council,  who  have  felled  al!  ihe  viood  and  wJli  cany  it  away 
ihris  week,  and  la  the  waters  run  and  (alee  all  the  fish.  Also 
Sir  Williarri  Velvcrton  and  his  son  have  ltik«n  distresses  at 

Gulcn  >lid  will  iiol  lei  the  teAa.itl:i  plough  till  Ihey  pay.      I  bear 

Ihe  Duchess  of  Suffolk  lias  promised  yau  her  goodwill  alwul 
yoiii  marriage  [with  Anne  Haute].  But  if  yau  nre.ii.ked  for 
money  to  make  her  refuse  or  disclaim  her  title  you  (iiay  well 
excuse  yourself  ljy  the  money  she  had  lost,  anii  hy  the  wioues 
done  you  in  felling  wood  and  pulling  dawn,  yoiir  pkec  and 
lodge  at  Hellcsdcn,  etc.  Sir  William  Veiverion  must  have 
comfort  [powerful  frien-dii]  llutt  he  is  so  bold.     Remember  a 

kerchief  fof  yc^ur  t-isler  Anne.      Pf(^&&  tot  some  rcDiiedy  ahout 

your  faiber'swill  ithile  the  Archbishop  of  CanicrViury[Oitdin.al 
Boaichier]  lives,  for  tie  is  aji  old  man.  If  you  had  Iteeti  i^nei- 
getic  while  the  Archbi&hop  of  York  [Nevill]  was  Chancellor 
and  not  iltowed  delays  yoa  would  Imve  been  thiough  with  your 
marters.— Mid  Lent  Sunday  [12  March  1469]. 

Licxxi.  Cabdinai.  Boukciiier's  Declaration.  0(  l«le 
Ali<e,  Ducheis  <j{  SuHiAk,  requested  u^  to  aieal  a  release  of  the 
nisnor  cf  Heliesdw*,  N^rf,,  which  we  refused,  as  -w?  3(oo<! 
cnfc^uDed  with  others  to  the  U9«  of  Sir  Jr^hn  Pa&ton,  kni.,  sod 
ind  htir  of  John  PastorL,  esquire.  To  this  she  mplieil  Ih^it 
through  thernierveniiim  of  George,  Abjj.  ofYotk,  she  had  made 
an  agreement  with  Sir  John  Paston  under  which  she  should 
have  the  manor  to  her  in  fee  simple,  and  that  all  the  feoffees 
should  release  and  make  estate  to  her.  Whereupon,  by  con- 
sent of  the  duchess,  we  sealed  the  deed  conditionally,  with 
proviso  thai  it  should  t>e  vo\i  if  it  piovetl  that  there  was  n<> 
sUcb  flcord  THacIe,— [1469.] 

i.xx.tit.  John  Paston  to  Sta  John  Paston.  For  your 
coming  home  my  mother  cannot  afford  yoa  any  silver  for  your 
costs.  Voui  clock  nl  HarcourC's  will  not  hv  ready  till  rear 
Elasler,  some  of  the  |^ar  belonging  to  it  having  been  stolen 
from  his  chamber.  Dame  Eliiabelh  Calthurp  longs  for  orangC3> 
though  she  be  not  with  child.  Pray  make  nc<]iiitlnnce  lu  the 
paisoa  of  Mautby  ajid  to  Jvhn  Scync  as  executors  le  Jolut 
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Dnubeney,  r«t  ihcy  will  not  U\*  adminblration  till  they  have 
acquiiiancN  fiiim  yau  and  mymoihci.  Di.  rykcnlujti  ii  nui 
in  Notwiclv,  but  1  will  speait  \u  liim  wlicn  he  coinc& — Rcfci- 
ences  tu  his  undc  William,  the  [piut]  cliutclung  uf  Lad)  Aanc 
1^,  wtiom?]  and  other  mattns-— Nvrwkti,  I  MtlTCh  (i4}o]> 
turm  uf  the  acquittance  desired. 

tx\:>;]ii.  Marhahet  Paston  to  [Jokk  Paston).  I  «od 
you  nil  the  sIIvlt  vesisel  (plate]  ihat  your  grandam  msJws  to 
much  of,  which  iiie  said  1  h^d  of  my  husbaoci  and  fny  huitno'J 
of  hU  farher,  I  wonder  you  did  nnt  lell  me  how  inacli  tilTn 
w.u  WMih  pel  iiunct;  in  London,  tor  thcic  wouli]  have  been 
less  (Jaiif;er  in  selling  it  here  and  sending  you  the  money.  I 
could  have  i^lJ  n  h»e  (ot  jC'Oi  4&  3tl>>  >t  35.  an  ounce. 

Beware  how  you  spend  it  otherwise  Uuin  in  payment  of  drtHa 

o-r  goad  sp«d  of  your  matier;.,  (or  if  you  don't  look  10  you* 
expenses  you  wi!i  impcveiith  holh  youiaelf  and  your  friendt.  to 
[he  great  comron  of  yniir  enemies.  Rumours  axe  abroad  ilui 
I  haTc  crippled  my  means  fot  your  sake  and  must  tneiV  up 
household,  which  1  should  be  iolb  to  do.  It  is  a  shame  aAa 
your  father  was  at  worshipfiilly  buried  that  his  'qwethword'  it 
not  pt'Tfotnie'd.  1  am  ccmpelkd  lo  take  MaulLy  in  m;  own 
hnnd  and  fo  set  up  husljanciry  (here  ;  whethei  il  will  prtii|iei, 
God  knows.— St.  Simon's  Day  am!  Jude's  [jS  Oct.  I470]. 

P.S.  I  send  2  shitt-cloLh;  which  yu\jr  auDi  can  make  fat 
yoii.     ThanVs  for  the  guwn  you  gave  me  it  tliilowmas,  etc 
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UK.'ixiv,  Maruakrt  Taston  toSiK  John  Faston.  Iuq 
t«ld,  Anil  by  one  who  owes  you  goodwill,  that  you  havv  sold 
Sporle  wood — a  (hing  that  j^oes  tu  my  hurt.  If  Icnown,  thii 
will  make  bnih  friends  and  enemies  think  you  have  done  il  far 
great  need  and  hawe  wasted  'livclodc.'  As  you  value  m; 
bles'iing,  if  any  such  bugain  be  made  for  you,  with  your  as^enl 
or  wiihuut,  rcattuiJnil.  Sentt  t«  llxrry  llalnian  tlul  hcdo  wh»t 
he  can  to  cancel  it.— [14?!,] 

LXXXV.  EtiUUND  l>A.!iTON  lo  JOUN  PASTON.  ComBVEnMU 
tu    liuy  clothe   and    riblion,  and   ((torn   his   molhci)    !»  bu]|  ■ 

runlet  of  Malmsey. — Norwich,  Munday  liefote  St.  Edmiin<l  the 
King  [18  Nov.  1471]. 

L^wvi.  Margahkt  Paston  lo  John  Paston.  Do  »aid 
word  how  youi  brother  is.  They  said  here  he  wu  dead,  whid 
distressed  both  me  ond  many  folks.  Lei  both  him  and  ymt 
beware  how  ye  walk  and  in  what  eompanj  you  eai  and  diiak, 
iu>d  in  what  phci; ;  for  il  was  said  plainly  here  that  your 
brotbec  wa*  poispncd,  1  believe  they  ckte  noj  whal  they  if 
to  be  revenged  jtnd  to  IhwntL  you,  so  as  la  hav«  ihcii  owa  w)T' 
in  Sir  John  Fostolf  s  l:inds.  It  is  a  bftd  eia.tiiple  that  Si; 
Robert  Ilaccuiul  was  killed  in  his  own  place,  when  he  had  the 
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gmrdwillof  itie  lords  'aflct  their  coming  iii.' — SnUirday  afiei 
Si.  AnJiew's  Day  [l  Dw.  1471  }}. 

Lj;xxv(i,  MAHGARgr  I'astcn  luJoHM  Paston.  OnSutUT- 
da.]' night  the  rdluW'.hip  al  Cajslti  U-Hili  out  of  Miiv^tljy  close 
ituMe^pul  JiverE  mens  put  10  pasfiire,  and  led  [hem  ;i*ay. 
Tbe  unit;  evil  fcllatvihip  mcnoiceiJ  and  shol  al  my  TiTinci  ik:i  h? 
came  from  Varmuuth.  I  date  nut  send  aien  to  gather  tcnis. 
The  Ducheiis  of  Norfolk's  men  say  she  will  not  give  up  Ihr 
place,  wliich  is  stulTcrd  and  TLciunllrLt ;  noi  l{rirc^dcin  or  Dray- 
ton tiiitier.  She  will  tallici  piirt  with  maiie>v  llui  yuii  ihould 
ins^Bl  on  the  'livelodc'  mlhLr  than  the  money,  nut  to  luwei 
yctur  esteem;  :in(i  you  may  juslify  )wirse|f  l>y  »be  c-ollece, 
which    is  In  b«  |-K:[f>«tUal,      Ila^^litigS  has  tillered  Agnitl  i]lta  hia 

fee  of  ihe  ConiUiLleship  of  Norwich  Cnstle  by  virtu«  of  bis 
patent  lioni  King  Henry.— Friday  after  St.   Luke's  [23  DcL 

LKXXViii,  Sra  John  Pastom  io  Ma  kg  a  ret  Past  on.    Is 

uncomfo ruble  at  not  hcaririg  from  hur,  eipecially  aa  he  was 
tvid  ihe  was  disircised  at  the  |jrospcct  uC  his  letting  go  tbe 
manui  of  SpocU',  in  which  c:ue  she  would  ''disaHvanca};^ '  him 
ntB^re  l^nd   id   time   Io  eonie.       Hi^    ^grondam'   and    hi^  uncle 

[WiUiam]  have  akii  given  him  'an  .iiiBU'er  much  like.'  liegs 
fht  will  Uc  hii  good  molher,  whatever  she  does  with  her  I:inil; 
and  Spotlc  ihall  not  go  if  he  can  help  it.  His  proved  his 
Other's  will  and  tesiamcni,  but  cannot  deal  with  It,  lill  all  the 
eorecutors  have  rcfuiicd-  Citations  must  ihereforc  be  scat  to 
her  and  the  olhtrs;  and  if  she  decline  adnuaistiation,  as  he 
kni^vrs  she  will,  she  must  .send  a  procttii.  Begs  that  the  proper 
dc«umcnls  may  l-e  in  Londcn,  nl  the  bttginming  of  the  tciiu,  etc. 
Calais,  30  July  [1473], 

LKXKts.  Sib  Ralph  Hastings  to  John  Tastom.  On 
receipt  of  letters  from  my  Lord  [I  loslings)  I  came  Co  Calais  i>a 
Monday,  too  late  Io  ^pcnk  with  you.  A&  you  know,  the  Con* 
siabk-  sickened  with  you  in  h\s  going  to  Calaij.  Su  ihete  is  no 
man  here  Io  sec  quickly  10  all  ihings.  Af>  foi  more  men.  my 
lorJ  has  prayed  mt  Io  be  content  with  those  I  hnvc,  and  to 
ineur  tn  little  cost  iji  repairs  as  possible;  but  you  know  the 
men  we  have  arc  loo  few,  and  if  I  could  gel  Ihose  icpaiis 
'  hjmished'  that  I  dta  iboul,  I  cate  ticsl  to  makti  marc.  I  trust 
you  will  say  all  you  can  to  my  lord  foi  our  wful  and  the  surely 
of  this  place,  for  he  thinks.  I  wiite  too  plainly.  — Guisnes,  9  May 
(1474 d 

xc.  William  Pastom  to  Maegahet  Paston.  Money 
matters  and  claims  maie  upon  him  hy  the  Prior  of  Bramholin, 
WiUiam  Whitei  and  the  Abbot  of  Wymondliam. —Norwich, 

r  April  [i4?5]- 
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xcu  Si  R  John  Paston  to  Makcailkt  Paston.  On  Tuo- 
clay  when  I  left  yov  I  (outid  &)y  brother  Jghn  at  Attleb^Kagb 

iij  wiondtrfully  recovered  Itiat  yo-ii  would  hive  been  as  glad  uf 
him  ASi  iif  a  Dew  son.  If  we  had  not  come  I  believe  he  wouIJ 
not  have  been  alive  on  Wednesdny,  for  uncc  Saturday  he 
sl^pl  not  fuui  hours.  But  hU  agiic  it  is  gone,  and  when  oa 
Wednesday  I  wished  we  were  nt  Norwich  he  harped  on  that 
all  nighi,  and  ooi  le^tirif;  vrdl  he  would  needs  go  tnitJia.  He 
would  have  no  Ihter,  and  rode  fftstcr  thui  -wc  could  foliuw  luoi 

Ig  Wyniondham,  from  which  after  itsting  »n    !li>UI  be  Jot  bcTe 

in  an  hour  and  a  half.  And  now  he  rkiubieth  vol  to  iictp 
well.— Friday  ncit  the  DecnlUiian  of  St.  John  B*ptkt  ly> 

Augusi  I47'6]. 

xcii.  William  Botonkx  to  Sie  John  Pastok.  Some- 
thing wu  lold  me  lO'dky,  not  m  a  certainty  but  as  a  diciai,  of 
a  judgment  passed  against  yout  intent  last  Term  io  Chancerr- 
I  pray  God  all  be  well.  J  reqijcst  chat  Robcit  may  abide  with 
youf  co-usLn  cf  Lincoln's  Inn  f?r  his  learning.     Kc  luu  cnst  nc 

much  and  \±  ItQW  llpDIi  his  tualcing  of  Undoing,  as  he  cattdm;!^ 

himself.  I  spoke  lately  with  Di.  Voilon  at  Cambridge  abinil 
there  being  no  divine  service  said  in  the  free  chapel  at  Qaktet^ 
and  recommecidi^  Sit  John  Biykkys,  priest,  wien  he  said  he 
would  speak  to  you  at  Easier. 

xcin.  William  Paston  to  ilARSV  Wahks,  Tell  the 
letiiLnl.s  at  Knapion  I  Timst  have  my  fee  of  tlii:iii,  I(  TliiM, 
Child  will  not  seal  the  indeniuie  because  it  specifics  no  ccitiia 

sural  or  days  of  payrntnt,  he  shall  never  scfd  f'jr  mc.      I  du  not 

see  that  Waryri  Kynge  has  delivered  to  me  ^tll  the  evidence!, 
etc. — Norton,  19  July  1479, 

sciv.  B.  R.  to  John  Pasto?;.  1  would  like  to  know  heir 
mutters  are  between  you  and  foui  uncle,  for  much  is  said  m 
woishipful  preicnce  far  from  the  intent  of  your  well-willeis,  to 
whidi  I  cm  make  no  answer,  etc— From  Weston  ii^jg-Sj]. 

xcv.  EtiKAiiBTH,  Countess  or  Surkkv,  lo  William 
Hakwakd.  To  repay  a.  loan  of  5  marks  to  Kobcrl  Thorppe 
of  Norwich. — [1485,  »r  lalet?] 

xcvr.  JoHi*,  Lord  Fitzwaltbr,  hi  Johm  Paston,     I  beg 

you  will  show  favoui  la  Kichord  Caui,  whom  you  have  dit- 
trained  fur  i'lsue?  in  the  Exchequer. — Attleborough,  Tuesday 
befoK  Si,  Matthew's  Day  [15  Sepl,  1+8&]. 

Kcvil.  List  of  Knights  made  at  ihc  Battle  of  Stoke,  16 
June  1487. 

KCVIII.  JOHM  DAUfiKNBV  to  [SiR  JOIIN  TaSTON].  Tl>r 
Archbishop  oF  Voik  [Rolhcfham]  is  in  good  bcalLli.      I  a' 
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him  yvar  Icltci,  when  he  Honduccd  at  '  hci  dbposilion,'  bul 

said   you    fhniild   do   wtll    enough.      He    had    spobt^ii    lo    Ht. 

William  r*itoii  U>i  a  role  of  ft  le!ter  (■:■  write  U<  hsr,  and  Mt. 
William  and  I,  wilh  SUemc  t^i  ray  Lord  nf  Oxford's  house, 
bioughl  him  a  draft  leller  which  he  thnughi  |io  Inng,  and  I 
■send  jrou  cntiy  of  the  letter  Fient  by  the  queen  to  the  Earl  nE 
OifoTd  foT  the  minor  of  Cntlon  k-i  Blyanl  (sec  vol.  iii.  No,  S^), 
etc,  Mylord  bas  been  all  this  week  M  the  Council  at  Chelsea, 
and  Lo-day  a.t  Cheimc  fSheer].  My  lord  will  In  anywise  that 
you  l(cep  ill!  the 'bvclode' that  yuii  have  of  Sir  J-pJin  Faslolf. 
I  hear  C"lk  does  pasingly  weli  ip  your  mailers  in  the  smiilllal 
law. — Li>ndi^n,  Sd.i-uiday  befone  St.  Laurence's  Day  [August, 
1487-1502]. 

XCtK.  Thomas  AndrBw  lu  WiLliam  FA5TO^.  I  have 
seized  th-e  goods  of  the  pAfitonof  TcMcilon  and  of  Meniy  Pox, 
Iwt  they  are  worth  little  mnrc  than  40B.  or  ^^  at  jncsftt,  except 
Ihe  parson's  corn ;  and  if  thnl  be  tnken  the  chtircfi  cannot  tw 
aerved.  Also  about  a  friar  of  Lynn  who  has  served  the  church 
of  Hurningtofi,  etc. — Kylutgh,  Monday  next  Si.  Andrew  [1 
Dec.  I4a5i']. 

c.  SrR  Henrv  Heydon  to  Sjr  John  Paston.  Iq  the 
matler  belwccn  you  and  youc  uncle  [Willinin  Paiton]  I  bavc 
arranged  wilb  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk  thai  you  shall  enter 
Mftrlingfotd  nnd  ihi:  othci  manors  in  dehalc,  keep  y'oui  courts 
and  sell  yuur  woods.  As  fi.>r  llunlsngfeld,  ocsiipy  as  you  have 
doTi^;  wilhoot  ni'ise.  Send  mc  word  in  whivl  silk  01  ctolh  yuu 
will  have  thcs<^  twayouTnginOoecnlsifladied.. — Written 4  March 

[148S-1493] 

CI.  Tut  Eabi-  op  Souhkv  to  Su  JOHM  PAsTOH.  I  Ihank 
you  for  being  su  giiod  masncr  to  my  servant  William  May, 
wham  you  hive  at  great  cost  sent  to  me  dressed  in  such  wise 
as  it  is  neeessnry  for  me  to  have  men  apgiaicllcd. — Sherilf 
llutton,  6  July  Ii489-t50j]. 

cir.  WvKKs'sBii-t-  Travellirg  expenses  •  towards  my  lord 
of  Onfi^ird  ■  by  Brentwood,  Chelmsford,  Hedinghum,  etc.— [Dale 
nncecluin.  ] 

CJ11.  T.  Balkuv  to  John  Paston.  There  has  been  great 
rumnur  iliotit  yoair  depitttire  fiom  Vaimrnilh.  My  lord  Steward 
had  knowledge  of  it  and  ^nl  your  iild  servant  Rlchiird  I'itt- 
water  iif  Norwich  In  learn  ihe  truth.  He  alsn  sent  another 
KCtrinl  to  inloim  the  Eail  uf  Oxford. — Nuiwich,  Sunday  alter 
£1.  Mark  [April,  yeai  iinccrlAin], 

CIV,  ANONVMOtiis  til  Mastrr  Pastok^  My  loTd  deiires 
\o  have  hb  livery  this  year  of  the  colour  he  hod  a  demlgowrt 
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of,  and  hii  childien  the  sune,  against  Chrutmas  but— {Date 
nnceitain.] 

CV.    ROBKRT  KVLLVORBWB  to  RiCHAKD  WASSB.      Father, 

I  hope  to  keep  promue  with  job,  but  you  have  left  me  ia  so 

Seat  iaaget  [debt]  with  the  reparatioo  of  Wolston  and  with 
:ael  Bainaide,  that  I  am  behind.     Yet  I  sent  jou  4  mailo  at 
Chriitmas  by  Heoty  PcDenaec,  etc — [Date  uoccrtain.] 
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Cftlcotc  Hall,  98. 

Calieiioaiey  139. 

Calle,  Richard,  29-30,  65, ' 

90.  91,  94.  96.  97,  9S.^ 
116.  136.  137,  13S,  ISA 
'S9- 

Caiman,  NIcboUs,  100. 

Cnltho'rpe,    Dome    Eludlicliil, 

■31-  J 

Cdl  horpe,  Williaot,  6&  I 

Cslthorpc,  Sir  WilUara,  11+  ^ 

Caly, ,  26, 

CambridEC,  8,   21,   6j,  93,  56^, 

Trinity  Hall,  8.  1 

Cine,  Dan  Thomas  oT,  ;. 
CAnterbuiy.  Archbishop  of,  it, 

to6,  129,  130.  '45-  J 

Canierbury       (CADnitrbQiY),  I 

Thomas,  1 19.  1 

Care w.  Sir  William,  157. 
Cnrlclon,  bySnaiih,  Vnlu,)., 
Caryour,  Roger,  50. 
CosteScgnibe,  Wilis,  52. 
Ccttes,  Jchti,  12. 

Caus,  Richard,   I56. 

Causton,  Rictiud,  j. 
Cawston  (Caa'.ton),  Nocfttlh 

19. 
Cawston  Hcalh,  35. 
Ccloi,  M-J.,  38. 
Cbambei  (Chambre),  Thonu' 

i,  119. 


A 
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ChwMlW,   Lord.  7,   33-34, 

Cotton, ,  34,                                         ^^^^1 

,15'  SS-Sfl.  SS.  So.  84,  ">7. 

Cotton.   SiitTolk,    7;,  76,  98,                   ^^^^1 

11517.  129. 

159.                             ^^^H 

Chancery,  40,  150, 
Cfayfcw/eynj,  javelins,  114. 

Cotyiiig,  VVilliam,  31-23.                                 ^^^^^H 

Couche,  John,  14.                                        ^^^^^| 

.     Chelmsford,  163,  164. 

CovcDtry,                                                     ^^^^^1 

Chelsea  (Chclchychel,  159. 

Cowper,  Aleyn,  120.                                    ^^^^^| 

Chcnne,  see  Shwn, 

Croft,  Sir  Righ.ird,  157-                                  ^^^^H 

1        Che«tn,  Henry,  95. 

Cromct  (Crc)wni«fe),  iti  Nor-                    ^^^^^^ 

Ckmyished,    bargiined,     pro- 

folk, 6,  13,14,29,49,50,60.                    ^^^H 

vided,  106. 

Cramer,  P>ers  of,  15.                                        ^^^^^H 

Oie>Tiour.  John,  l3o. 

CroDiwell,  Lord,  47.                                        ^^^^^| 

Cheyny,  Sir  Robert,  157. 

Cumbertun,  Richard,  119.                          ^^^^^| 

Chief  jusliL-f,  7, 

Culler  1  Cot tclcr),  Koberl,  par-                   ^^^^^| 

Child.  Rii;!ur<i,  50. 

sonofMaaiby,  132,  133.                        ^^^^^| 

Child,  Tlioma^i  153. 

^^^^^H 

^         Chyllins,  Richaid,  59. 

Dolby,  CanstnnCioc,   vicni   of                     ^^^^^| 

Ckynm,  lo  split,  ciack,  5. 

Maiilby.  92.                                                   ^^^^^^1 

Cinnatnon,  101. 

Damask,  price  of.  I2t.                                    ^^^^^| 
Damme,  John,  23-24,  41-                           ^^^^H 

Ckment,  Mr.,  67,  71,  84,,  90. 

Ciettffyed,  93. 

Daniel^  (DanyelU    ~      of                  ^^^H 

Clere,  Edmund,  14-15,  94- 

Grky'g           74.                                             ^^^^^1 

Clerc,  MiaUe^s.  15,  1 59. 

D.tnid,  ThDiaB&,  27,  31.  37-3S,                   ^^^^H 

Octe,  Rtjberl,  ij- 

43'                                                             ^^^1 

Oetke,  Robefi,  119. 

Dnnvcts,  Master  T.,  151.                               ^^^^H 

Gierke,  William,  120. 

Darcli,  .Sir  Edward,  157.                            ^^^^H 

Clifford,  Sir  Roi»r[,  157. 

Uartford,  Kent,  ^3.                                     ^^^^| 

QiFcon,  Lady,  47. 

^^^^^1 

Qopton,  J.,44-45. 

Daubeney,Jo}in,79,S8, 90,  94,                   ^^^^H 

Ciifuit  up,  patch  up,  IZ4. 

97.  i^i.  133-  i]3>  ■5SS9'                      ^^^H 

Clueny  (Clunyc),  in  Ftajicc,  7. 

Davy, ',  19-30.                                                 ^^^^H 

Cohb^  place,  17. 

Davy,  John,  24.                                                ^^^^^^ 

Colby, ,  la. 

Datvne  (Daune),  Cecily,  So-Si.                    ^^^^^| 

Cnlchesler,  39,  7>,  164- 

Debenhain,    Gilbert,   47.    75,                      ^^^^H 

Coles,  John,  119. 

77.9S.  9S.                                                      ^^^H 

'Colinus  Galliciu,'  61. 

Dcbenliam,  Sir  Gilbert,  1 16,                      ^^^^H 

CoUys,— ^,  It, 

Dedham,  K^e^i,  54,  99,                                 ^^^^^H 

Collys,  Harry,  19.  ^0. 

Delevere,  ^ii  Richard,  157-                       ^^^^H 

Colmui,  Johii,  9?- 

Dengayn    (Dynguyne),   Joan,                      ^^^^^^| 

Colsett, ,  119. 

^^H 

Colynt, ,  41. 

Denny,  Willinin,  119.                                  ^^^^H 

Conorhiilie,  16. 

Denyes,  Thomfts.    17-28,  36,                   '^^^^H 

Conycrs,  Sir  Robert,  47, 48, 60. 

ZT,  39-40,  51,  54.   72-74:                  ^^^H 

Cook,  James,  51. 

liisvrife,  Jl,  73.  74'                                      ^^^H 

Cooli,  Robcrl.  29,  119. 

Depden,  JoVin,  95.                                        ^^^^H 

Cooke,  Henry,  izo. 

Derchnm,  East,  Norfolk  (Der-                       ^^^^H 

Cossey,  Norfolk,  99. 

^^^^H 

CiUtard,  Xb. 

Diekirtsori  (Dykynson),  Joho,                     ^^^^H 

Costard,  Fruncis,  41,  74- 

119.                                             ^^H 

2 
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Diiviyr,  ilouW,  41. 

DoiiiMici,  'VViHiam,  47- 

Dory,  John,    uader-ihcriff  of 

Norfolk,  5859. 
Downhnm    (Uoucihani),   Noi- 

fglk,  74. 
Drayiftn,  Norfolk,  97,98,99, 

t4i.  "43 
Duaaiowe  (DoncMowe).  John, 

95' 

Dynham,  John.    Lord,    Lord 

Trc^titer,  159. 
DyoH,  ^— ,  11$. 

Ediflglhorpe,  4,  5. 
Edinglhorpe,  {laison  of,  4. 
Edmundcs,  John,  12. 
Ed*ard  iv..  60,  78.  Si,  S3, 

84,  S5,  ti4,  117,  lai.  134, 

125,  137,  128. 

Elinghim, ,  33, 

Eltaibeth  of  York,  15S,  159. 
Eltifibech    Wemdville,    Queen 

oE  Edward  iv.,  IJJ. 
Rmt,  imclp,  i5,  43. 
Eaait,  cssoinv  37,  55. 
EsteKnlc,  John,  69. 
Eton,  W..  68. 
Kicler,  Bishop  of.    See  Nevill, 

George. 
Exeter,  Dukcof  (1460),  HfiHry 

Holland,  li?. 
Eietet,  Duke  of  (i".  Hen.  v.), 

Thomas  Beaufort,  j. 

Fardtll,  pock,  burden.  So. 

Fiistolf,  Sir  Johfi,  II,  aa-aj, 
30.  34,  36,  SJ-S3,  S4-S5, 
57-SS-  59.  6t,  6S.  67.  75. 
76.  77.  8a,  83,  86,  qo,  94. 

98,  TI4,  121,  tZ2,  127,  I29i 

137,  14],  [48.  159- 

Felbrigg  [Fclbrvge^,  Norfolk, 

3°r  72- 
Eenn,  Hugh,  55,  78,  82,  loS, 
124. 

Fenn,  John,  70. 

Fenwyk,  Richard,  ifio,  161. 

FcTtiwale,  William,  119. 


Fttii,  good.  -wcU-Riftde,  14. 

Filby,  13,  14,  15. 

Filby,  Edmond,  dttplun 

"4- 
FiloFiglcy  (FcDjofley),  Hmr, 

S3.  6t- 
Fin,chaiTi>(Fyaclicliuti),  43, 57. 
FiU  WaJier,  John,  Lowt.  Iji- 

'57 
Fiti  Walter.  Mb^Cci,  149. 
Fittwalte((Fiuwatei),Rkbud, 

165. 

Fiti  William,  ,  37. 

Flint  (Flynte),  Hngb,  120. 
Floftden,  163. 
Feri.tr.  a  chest,  iS. 
Fowler,  John,  II9. 
Fon,  Henry,  ifio.  16I, 
PrAmlinghun  (FTxraynglMnK  ' 

Suffolk,  47,  4S.  loi. 
Frfkyng,  36. 
French  {FrenSby,  150. 

Gaic.  Waller,  4. 
Gaiescnd,  Nicholas  45. 
Gnllc,  jntnc^,  29. 
Gaivdeid,  ornamented,  Ita 
Gay  ton     (Gey  to]))*     MwiialL. 

Gerrt*rstoti  (Geldt£io&),  Nor- 

folk,  70. 
Gcney,  William,  stejewte^. 
Gildet  (GylcieO,  John.  119.      1 
Cinder.  112.  ' 

Gl')uee$ters^irc,  S3. 
Gby^i  Jani»,    iS,  :6.  41,  45, 

S8,  116,  rji. 
Goneld,  Heni^,  49,  50. 
Gonoie  (Gunoie),  24. 
Gowh,  Matthew,  71. 
Gramc  John,  14. 
Gray,  itenrj-,  4S. 
Ccecory,  Sl,  the  l«SS,  71. 
Gregory, ,  Sir.  157. 

Gfeftiicr*    (GtCneakyrl,     Rat^l 

Gre^ham,  Norfolk.  16,  IQ. 
33,  35,  27.  30.  41,  90. 
141. 
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Greshmn,  James,  15,  36^  791 

Sa.  93- 
Grey,   u/iw  Dclesbay,  John, 

113.  114,  la?. 
Grymsioit,  Thomas,  119, 
Guisnes,  147. 
Gutnn,  Norfolk,  93,  iij.  114. 

^2^. 

Gylitiin, 1  go. 

Gyne,  John,  8. 

Hadleigh,  Esicx,  164. 
Halhrokt.  Richard,  130. 
Hales  worth      (Ilallysworthc), 

Suffalk,  96. 
H^ilmaii,  Henry,  40,  13S. 
lUlsnclSie,  John,  MS- 
Hanjiigtcn,  Chrisiopher,  139. 
Harburgh,  Wiltiaro,  17. 
Harcourl      (Mnrcon),      ^^, 

'3'- 
Haicourt      (liarecouit),     Sir 

Robert,  142. 
Hardwyn,  George,  119- 
Hailc-sdon,  Roberl,  li6, 
Hirmir,  VVarin  (Worne),  42. 
Haftt-ard,  William,  156. 
Hasiings  (Hasiynges),    — -, 

119.  "43- 
Hastings,     Sii    Ralph,    146- 

47- 
HutiDBS,      William,      L«Td, 

Loid      Chamberlain,       I46, 
154. 

Haicfeld,  17. 
HftutF,  Anre,  80. 
Hiiiie,  Mnsier,  125, 
Hantejm,     Feiar,     12-13,    16, 
36. 

Haynford  {IleToeforj),  Ngc- 
folli,  30,  137. 

Hcdintjham  (Hydinghnm), 
Essex,  164- 

Hellesdeti  (Haylysdnn),  Nor- 
folk, 2Z,  77,  91,  97,  gS,  99, 
100,  138,  ijOf  143. 

Helbwc,  Si. 

Hcmplon  Abbey,  j5i. 

HMry  v.,  3. 


Uenrj  VI.,  33,  J+.  40,  43^44, 

48,  53.  60,  74,  143, 
Herbyngo,  John,  ag, 
llcrman,  Waller,  13. 
HpvenjnKhnm.  — =-,  96. 
Hcydon,  in  Nuifulk,  13. 
Heydiiu,  Jolin,  24,  26,  28,  31, 

33-35,  35-37>  37-38,  39,  4". 

47.  70.  71.  72,  U- 
his  viUe,  70. 
Heydon,     Sir     Hetiry,     i6j- 

63. 
Hickting,  Essex  in,  ^7. 
Higgens  (Hygons),  Elixabctfi, 

139- 

lliU  [Hyll«),  John,  120. 

lIoLbes,  John,  TI9, 

Hobcrd,  ,  27. 

llDg:in, ~,  96. 

HolmaD,  Edward,  [20. 
IIoplOD,  Sir  Georije,  157. 
Horell,  Davy,  iiq, 
Horninelofl,  NorfolV,  160, 
Iluward, . ■,  44,  127. 

Howard,       Lady      Xalherlne, 

loa. 
Howard,  Sir  John,  109,  117, 

itS,  119:  hii^  wif«,  109. 

Howes,  at  Howys^.  Sir 
Thomas,  parsim  (if  Citsllc' 
cumbe,  eic,  52,  55,  68,  71, 
73,  S3,  S4,  S6.  94,  100,  116, 

HunlingdcnsfiLK,  47. 

Hutiiii]£fi«ld,  SutTolk,  i6a. 

Ickborough    (IkbuFgh),    Nor* 

folk,  SS- 
Iclyngham,  Joan,  49- 
Idyngham,  Robert,  49. 
Ingham    (IZrE^bam),   Norfolk, 

Ingham,  Walteir,  Ji. 
Inglose,  Ile-nry,  II.  lOI. 
Inglose,  Sir  Henry,  25. 
Inglosc,  Robert,  53, 
IHETam    O'lKTiin)*   William, 

119. 
Inmertejff,  to  Binortis«,  give 

in  M^rtmeui,  87. 
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^^^^^1              Ipswich  lYepjiiyswych,  «tc),  j  Lesiitg^.  lies,  fklsehoods,  39. 

^^^^K               95- 

WtBom. -,  2J.                      ^J 

^^^^H             Isley, ,  84- 

Lig^irnoKLyehtfaLr), ,p.    ^M 

Lincoln,  H,  B>  of,  6z.               ^H 

^^^^^H              Jnalleie,  John, 

Lipeaie,  Philip,  98.                   ^M 

^^^^^H               j-^kf*  <>jats  of  miLil,  19,  34. 

Listc^r,  Jubn,  zlj,  3-6.                  ^U 

^^^^^H                 Jacob,  John,  1^5, 

^^^^^H             Jacobyn,  a  tervmt,  133. 

Uittt,  Williato.  4.                           ^H 

Lamnour, ,  2&                   ^H 

^^^H             Jape,  nje&i,  91). 

London.  7.  n,  14,  37.  31%  31,  ^1 

^^^^^^B             Jeooey    (Jenty,    Genney,    or 

33<  34<  39.  40.  43.  45.  4^.  ^1 

^^^^B                 Jency).  John, 
^^^^H             Jenney,  WiJIkiD,   34>  75-77. 

S3.  SS,  S6.  SS,  62.  64.  67.  ■ 

71.  79>  Ss,  90,  93.  94.  91.  H 

^^^^1                 94«  9S>  96' 

96,  104,  ttz,  lis.  116^119,  ^H 

^^^^^H            JcwcLI,  Rog?[,  1 19. 

133, 124, 136,  137,  134.(41.  ^1 

^^^^^^H               John  .   .  .   .,  Si'.  157' 

153.  >54<  159,  161,  ito         H 

^^^^^^H               /omoifif  or  jo^iul,  a  kind  of 

London,  places  in —                   ^H 

^^^^^H 

Fleel  Prison,  51,  loa          ^H 

^^^^^H               Joys.  Kobert,  4^. 

Fleet  Str««t,  113.               ^H 

^^^^^1             juddy,  oijwde,  KMrvuit,  I3t, 

Fumiva.r&  Inn,  ;.               ^| 

^^^H                  145- 

Gray's  Inn,  74.                   ^H 

^^^^^H            Junkeryts,  junketings  (?),  34. 

I^ncolA's  Inn,  [51.             ^H 

^^^^H                JufaHe, /oparie,  jeopudy,  55, 

London  Bridge,  33.               ^H 

^^^^H                   etc 

Paul's  WTiorf,  the  OfOCp    ^M 

next  ta,  15a,                    ^H 

^^^^^B             Kccham,  Thomas,  25. 

Stnithfield,  117.                      ^H 

^^^^^H             K>i:chyn. ,  119. 

Staple  Inn,  139,  1401            ^H 

^^^^^H               Kemp,  Richard,  14,  15. 

Temple,  Inner.  301,  42.        ^H 

^^^^^H               Kcmpc,  CnrduiB],  39. 

Longclnu  in  Cio-mcr,  5a           ^| 

^^^^^^             Kent  (CcDt),  Robcri,  S4,  145. 

Lore,  John,  71.                            ^H 

^^^^^^1             Kcrvije,  ThomAS,  i^. 

Lovdl,  SIt  Tbomas,  1^7,            ^H 

^^^^^^1             Killigtew   (Kyllygreu'e),   167- 

LoveJsy, ,  95,  96.               ■ 

^^^H 

Lyndys,   Sir  Thomas,  clerk,    ^M 

^^^^^H             Kiii;, ,  of  Downham,  74. 

loa                                          ^M 

^^^^^H               ECi[)g<Kynee),  Waryn,  154. 

Lyng,  Norfolk,  45.                     ^H 

^^^^^H             lvinelon(Kvii);ion), John,  1 19. 

Lynn,  27,  zS,  33,  35.  JC  37'    H 

^^^^^H           .KiiliFliy,  Thomas  dCk  Master 

ESS.   1^-                                            ^1 

^^^^H                Qfllie  Rolls, 

LycTi,  Priart  Miners  1.1,  34,        ^H 

^^^^^^1           KfiapCon,  Norfollc,  t^ji 

Lynsted.  ,93.                          H 

^^^^H             Knevet, ,  93. 

Lyster,  f<v  Lisiei.                        ^H 

Lyiell,  Edraond,  ti^                 ^M 

^^^^^H             Lanca^trioDS,  71. 

^^M 

^^^^^^H              Laneha.m,  164. 

Miimsey,  140.                             ^H 

^^^^^^1            LauHyegayi,  lanccgiyi  a  Icind 

Malt,  price  of,  17,  79,  93-93.      ^M 

^^^^^^H                               (zSi 

Marg-dict  of  Anjou,  30,  6t.          ^| 

^^^^^1            L^der,  KichMd,  119. 

Mmif-I, -,  14,  159.                 ^H 

^^^H              Lee,  ,  47. 

Marlingfotd,  Norfolk,  l6l,  t6z.      ^^ 

^^^^^^1              Leicester,  parliamcnl  at,  43. 

Mar5li(MersFie},  Thtunn,  115, 

^^^^^H            Lente,  Matilda,  4. 

Mirshdi^MarctiAll),  ]r>hn,43.           1, 

^^^^^1            Lente,  Thomas,  4,                        Matter  of  the  Rolls,  40.              ^H 
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Martens,  ronrtiD'E  fur,  1 19. 

Mftlelask,  30. 

Mauieby,  Norfolk,  17,  19,  30, 

^        37-  57.  91.   100.  ija.  133. 
■        13^,148. 

^■^    Mauteby  Close.  142. 

Mauteby  Manh,  91, 

Mftuteby,  John,  11,  105. 
K     Miiy,  WIIIJAni,  163. 
^B    Meuures  of  malt,  93, 
^      Melford.  Suffolk,  45, 

Menye,  Iriir,  retinue,  23. 

Mettyn,  Master  Thonias,  160. 

Mesaeden,  Robert,  120. 

Hfeyue,  a  company,  16. 

Middleion,  27,  32. 

Milsent     (MyUaot).    WilJiiin, 

ti39.  MO. 
Moleyns,    Lord,   33,   24,   a6, 
4".  45. 
Moleyns,  Thcimas,  iig. 
Moncskc,  see  Mundesley. 
More,  John  ^,  i6i. 
Horlcy  (Mutlce),  lady  of,  7- 

■     Mortimer      (Mortumer),     Sir 
John,  157. 
Morion,  jMiri5h  of,  167, 
Mundeslejr    (Moneslee),    Nor- 
folk, 6. 
Mundford,  Osben.  43-44> 

hb  wife  (Elizabeih),  43, 

44- 
Morlee,  su  Morley. 
Mynshp,  John,  lio. 


NacLon  (Nakton),  SoHblk,  75. 

77,  96. 
Nevill,     George,    Bishop    of 

Exctci  (1456-65I,  Aich- 
biahop  of  Vork  (1465-76), 
Lofd    Chaiicellor     (1454-55 

*mil  1460-67),  84.  107,  115- 

17.  tij.  129,  130. 
Ntvill,  Sir  George.  157. 
New<ligatt(Nudygate)H  Henry, 

120. 
Newmarket,    the    Beacon  tree 

(Bekyntte)  near,  8. 
Newlon,  Thomas,  120, 


JJobk,  Perey.  10. 
Noreys,  Sir  Edward,  157. 
Norfolk,  county  of,  iS,  33,  37, 
SI.  S9.  67.  71,  8a,  &7,  130, 

145- 
Norfolk,  sheriff  of,  z6,  35,  44, 

47-48,  58,  115,  156. 
Norfolk,  ufldcf-^licrifT  of,  58- 

59.  78- 
Norfolk,  John  Mowbray,  thini 

Duke  of.  35.  46,  47,  +8. 
Norfolk, John  Mowbray,  fonrlh 

Duke  of,   117-18.   121,  124, 

125,  126,  t27,  t34,  142. 
Norfolk,  Duchess  of,  iji,  1:4, 

135.  134.  143.  i6i- 
Noris(NDiyse),  William,  1 19, 
Norman,  Edmuiid,  13-I5- 
Norraaa,     Edmund,    son     of 

Ro'>frtl,  14. 
Norman,  John,  1$. 
Normtin,  Margaret,  15, 
Norlhamplon,  statute  of,  38, 
Norton,  Norfolk,  154. 

Norwich,  6,  7,  14,  18,  19,    ao, 

3h  34,  36,  37,  39,  41,46, 

5'.  53.  59.73.  S?.  93.  100, 
103,  106, 114.  134,  126,  [32, 

133.139.  UM43.  '47,  149. 
\6z.  165,  i(t6. 
Norwich,  pl&ces  iiL — 

Castle  nf.  iS.  i43i  148. 
Chfisf  Church,  G. 
Norwich,  Bishop  of,  7,  37.  38, 

4S.  57- 
Norwich,  Mayor  of,  33-3S1  39i 

114. 
Norwich,  Prior  and   Conveat 

of,  32. 
Norwich,  Prior  of,  85. 
Nofthcl,  Robert,  ISO. 
Nowell,  Charles.  45. 
Noyssed,   or  fnistd,  repoiled, 

34- 
NyLer.  John,  119. 

Oran^s.  13I1  133. 

Ormesby,  14. 

Ofmond,  Mi.,  61. 
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Ojbenii  JohD(  2S,  41,  45-46, 

56,60. 

OKberE, ,  26- 

Owayn,  WLHiam,  2S. 

Oa/ihti,  jeweI!^  no. 

Oiford,  Jolio  de  Vere,  iwelfth 

Ead  of,  11,  25,  28,  30-31, 

32*  34.  35.  36.  39.  47.  7a 
Osfocd,  John    lie    Vcre,    thir- 

iKotb  Eailvf,  IZ4, 1  j8,  i5i>, 

163,  165. 
Ovnetd]  12,  16,  36. 
Oxaead,  Patson  of,  19,  2a 

F*inpi[ig,  John,  6$,  Sz,  titi> 

123.  1Z4.  "32.  133.  '34.  13^- 

Pa/kct    (Pftrkar),   ,    139- 

40, 
Parker,  Sir  J  limes,  BJ?. 
Parliamentf  22,  74. 
Pamell,  John,  50. 
PasCon,  Norfolk,    10,  iS,  4^ 

153.  ,      ,  , 

rasLon,  Agnca,  wifeutWilLiaciL, 
the  judge,  iS,  16,  42,  49> 
69,  124,  136,  134,  144.  148, 
161. 

Foston,  Anne,  lUughtei  ol 
John  and  Maigarel,  104, 
121.  129. 

Fasian,  CiemenC,  son  tif  Judge 

Faston,,  ii  M. 
Paston,  Edmund,  son  of  Judge 

Paslctn,  12,  13,  19,  30. 
Pasion,  E'limund,  son  of  John 

Paston,     esquire,      138-40, 

153. 
Pa^can,  Elizabetb,  daughlei  of 

Judge  rflston,  and  wife  of 

Robert  Poyoings,    18,    I2S, 

J  36.  140. 
PasiDn,  John,  esquire,  son  of 

Judge  Paawn,  6,  7,   15,   I?. 

18.   21,   32,   13,   25,   26,  29. 

3O1  3=.  35-37.  39.  40>  42. 

43.  44.  45.  47.  49.  51.  5«. 

53j  SSi  57.  58.  60,  61,  6g, 

«,  69,  7°.  7t.  7a,  74.  75- 

77.  77.   79-So,  80,  .82,  S3, 


85,  86,  87,  88-94,  94.  97-99. 
iw,  101,  104.  i^S-  i'o6.  108, 
109,  117,  122,  ii£.  130,  134. 

'37.  145.  147.  '65. 
Paston,  John,  ktught,  eUni 
son  ofjdan  Puton.  esquii*. 
76,  1%.  80,  $S.  S9-90,  96. 

97.  9*.  '00.  '«H.  106.  "13. 
115,    120,    121-21,    122-23. 

i?3.  i*Sp  '^^.  '37.  '30,  131. 
iJ4i  "3*.  '39.  '40,141,  '4*. 
'M-45h  "47,  148.  I495«* 
ISO,  151,  IS2.  ii4.  1*1. 
165. 

Pasioii,  John,  foungiai  iart  of 
John  Pa,£ton,  esquire,  wtia- 
waids-  knighted,  94-96,  98, 
10+,  107,  113-15,  iio-ir, 
123,  123-24,  125,  I3t.j4, 
134,  13S.  141.  £42,  146,149. 
ISO,  154.15*.  157.  'A  I6>. 
163.  165- 

Pasion,  Margtret.  wife  of  John 
Pasion,  ti,  ij,  tS,  19,  10, 
±3,  24.  27.  4*4'.  44.  4*. 
69-70.  7779,  7?.  S8.  94. 
97,  100,  101-2,  104,  106-7, 
(□8,    it^,    115,     IIO,     I2«, 

127-29,  130,  134.  136-38. 
[41-42.   142-43.  144.  147. 

149. 

hei    molhei,  sec    Bentej. 

Margery^ 

her  uncle,  69. 
Piisti>n,  Mir^ety,  daugliier  of 

Jiilin    Ponton,  etquife,    46, 

t04,  127.  136. 
Pasion,  ^f  nTgciy,  wife  of  John 

FoslonihcyoBngat,  153. 
Paslun,  Master,  166. 
Paslort  (?),  Rcili«t,  151,  t;i. 

Paston,  WiUiarfi,  «.on  of  the 
judge,2a,  61,61.67, 115.17, 
121.  126-27,    '^7,  I2S.  IJ2, 

143.   145.  "47.  "48.  153-54. 
158,  160.  161. 
Pnston,    Willwm,    the   judgei 

S-7.  8.  9-  '<>■  69.  'it. 
148. 
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^^Hii^hd      ^ 

p.. 3 

Peacock    (Fecok),  ,    90, 

Rome,  court  of,  7.                                      ^^^^| 

152. 

Roohalc,  Margaret,  1$$.                           ^^^H 

Pcts  (J.  Perse?),  a  mcsscagcr. 

Roos,  — ^,  97.                                         ^^^^1 

143- 

Roper's  tenement  in  Cromer,                  ^^^^H 

Pcnennec,  Henry,  167. 

^^H 

Pcdjch, ,19,43,24, 

Rothcrtiam,     Thomiu,     Aich-                      ^^^^^| 

Fickenlitun  (Pylcenht.ifi),  Dr., 

bishop  of  Vofli;,  15S,  159.                      ^^^H 

13a- 

Rotheii'en,  Mastrr,  S6,  87.                        ^^^H 

Picketing   (Pekeryng),    Nich- 

Roughoni. Norfolk,  34,  37.                          ^^^^| 

olas,  14,  15.  17. 

Roydon,  Norfolk,  27.                                ^^^^| 

Pickering,  Sir  Eilwaid,  157. 

Roy5.  John,  9,  10.                                          ^^^^| 

Picfs,  Eainond,  43, 

Roys,  W.,  10.                                            ^^^H 

Plajrter,    ThomM,    53-54.,    73, 

Royston,  Herts,  93,                                   ^^^^| 

74,  7S,  107,  144,  155. 

Russe,  J«hn,  54,  10S-9,                             ^^^^| 

Pole  (or  Poo]e), -,  9S. 

Rust,  William,  105.                                   ^^^H 

Popy,  Roberi,  92, 

Kyburgli,  Norfolk,  161.                                ^^^H 

Poynings,  Elizalieth,  lei  Paj- 

Rycheman,  John,  49.                                 ^^^^| 

lon.  Elizabclh. 

^^^^^^1 

Poynings,  Robert,  136,  1316. 

Suddc,  Hugo,  4^.                                      ^^^^H 

Premys, ,  37,  40. 

St.  Johan  dil  Oolat,  Johan  de,                 ^^^^| 

Prtsti!,  !)orrowi|iga,  gp. 

^^^^1 

Pulton,  Kichtird,  110. 

Saletls,  lielmeis,  19.                                 ^^^^| 

Punche,  a  messenger,  \^6.  147. 

Salis-burylSalCiibury), ,A                   ^^^^H 

PvrjeUd,  edgt"d,  iTimmed,  no. 

^ali&buiy,    Richard,    Ear!   of,                    ^^^^H 

Lord  Cbanccllor,  53.                                ^^^^H 

RAckhcBth    (Rakhyth),    Not- 

Sa.ll  (Sollct,  Nu[f[t1k.  30,  37.                       ^^^1 

folk.  53. 

Sanilcra,  Sii  William,  157,                            ^^^^| 

Radcliff,  John,   of  Altlcbor- 

japcoies,  Sir  John,  157.                            ^^^H 

oUgh,  105. 

Scrsenet,  price  of,  lai.                                  ^^^^H 

Radcliff,  Sir  Robert,  157. 

SiuApeie,  Jenyn,  119.                               ^^^^| 

Randolff,  ,  17. 

Savage,  Sir  Humfrey,  157.                           ^^^^| 

Rnv-ensbye, ,  1  ig. 

Saxlhorpe,  Norfolk,  113,  114.                  ^^^^| 

Rude.  John,  59. 

Scnles,  Lady,  10.                                            ^^^^| 

ReCj  Roger,  sheriff  of  Norfolk, 

Scales,  Thomas,  Lord,  32,  33,                  ^^^^| 

125. 

35-37.  39"t5<  57  >                                   ^^H 

R««d-r,  Lawrence,  17. 

Scalea,     Anlhony    Woodville,                    ^^^H 

Reppis,  Robert,  7a 

Lgrd,  1T7,  II9,  ti$.                                      ^^^H 

Reyner,  John,  45. 

Scarlett, ,  119.                                    ^^^^| 

RejTioldB,  Wiliiain,  49'SO. 

Sckeiylt,  churl  (?),  139.                                ^^^H 

Rising,  Norfolk,  96. 

Scotland,  74.                                              ^^^^| 

Robinson,  John,  5. 

ScchfoTtb.  ,  30,  31,  37.                     ^^^H 

Rcihson, ,  34. 

Semccroft,  John,  15.                                  ^^^^| 

Rt>l>yns,  John,  40. 

Sewaidby,  William,  4.                                  ^^^^| 

Roger,  Master,  140. 

Seync-tcw,  Thorny.  119.                           ^^^^H 

Roger,  Riehflfd,  lao. 

Seyne,  John,  133,  133.                              ^^H 

■     72. 

^       Rokkysson,  James,  19. 

Shakerley,  Nidintis,  no.                            ^^^H 

Skahkt  tyms.     Shaik  (111  Nor-                   ^^^H 

folkand  SulTolk)  is  libcityof                 ^^^^| 

RoUesby,  Norfolk,  133. 

H'Later  pasturage  for  the  lord                   ^^^^| 
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of  the  wttQOr  oa  his  tclUtflt's 
Und<,  91. 

Sheen  (Chenne),  tjg. 
Sheriff  Hullon,  163. 
SherifT's  turn,  29. 
Sheringham,  Robert,  vtcBT  of 

Easc  Dtrrbam,  92. 
Shipdham  (Schyddam),  Wat- 

kyiY,  87. 
SArrtB,  brawler,  31. 
ShuldhHin,  - — ,  a8, 
Sibt&n  Abbey,  s*- 
Simon d  [samacne    lost 3.  Sir, 

157- 

Sktme, -,  158-59. 

Slteylon,  Norfolk,  13. 
Sltipping^i  Thom^,  jr. 

Sltyncr,  ,  27. 

Sleper,  Robert,  120. 
Smilh^  William,  18. 
Smyth,  John,  106. 
Smythe,  Willi  km,  39. 
Suaith,  Yocks,  5. 
Sniiil  welM  Snf  ylew?ll),CwnI>s. , 

8,  ai,?o. 
Snell,  or  Snel,  Thoinu,  t6S. 
Snell,  Williara,  16S. 
Sotner.  Ha  try,  56. 
Somersel,  Ducbe&s  ofi  3.1  ;   her 

daughler.  Si. 
SQiDction,  Norfolk,  4- 
Srthierion,  Geoffrey  (G*lftidus), 

4- 
Soreliill(S-o(yll), .counsel, 

26. 
Souiing,  28. 

SouthweSl.  Richard,  136. 
Souihlonri,    let     Varmouth, 

Link, 
SoroUmeae    Day,    All    Souls' 

Day,  102. 
SpsiD  (Spayn],  John  de,  119. 
Sparhacn,  Norfolk,.  45,  9S. 
Spencer,  John,  14. 
Spirling  (SpyilyTiE),  GeofTrcy, 

13=. 
SporLe,  Norlblk,  t]6, 137,  144, 

145, 
Sqnyre,  John,  Iig. 


StLlwanb,  WAtkfb,  166. 

Slutley  (SlBiieley), ,  116. 

Stanley, Sir  Hmnftey,  157. 
StapletoQ     {Stapulum),     Sr 

Miles,  34- 
Stukewr^cr,  John,  %19, 
Stftynford.  Jofan,  5. 
Stftke,  buileof,  15;,  161. 
Stoke  Nayland,  Suffi>lk,  KM. 
Siokysby,  69. 

Sionham.  -^ ,  47. 

Straiton,  Norfolk,  Ree'»  lene- 

mcnl  in,  122. 
Stiaungc,  Henry,  1  [9. 
Sli*eok,  Nicholas,  45. 
Suffolk,  county  nf,  44,  64,  6t. 

87.  94.  96- 
Suffolk,    Aliee.    DucbMS  oT. 

95.  "07.  "6,  115.  laS.  ijo. 

143- 
Suffolk,  Elizabctb,  Ducbstd, 


I 


nffolk 


Suffolk,    John    de     U    hik 

Duke  ftf,  7S.  94.  97-».  i». 

141. 
Suffolk.  Wllliftm  de  b  Pole. 

DuVe  of,  76. 
Sugar,  loi,  142. 
Surrey,  ElUabeth,  Connie  oC 

156. 
Surrey,  Thomas  Ho^ti^rd,  Eul 

of,  160,  i6j. 
Sussex.    Roddifl'    01    Ratdiff 

fmnily.  Earls  of,  ro5. 
Snslead  (SusTede).  Norfolk,I4. 
Swafham,  Norfolli,  32-34.  }& 
Swafhiitn,  WlJifTof,  32-5S. 
Swafharn,  parson  o(,  33,  j(,,  j6. 
S  wn  i  n  slhorpc(  S  weynystlraipe ), 

Norfollt,  77,  7S,  go. 
Stoemrjtil,  sorrowful,  IzS. 

Tadcrston,  164. 

Tendale, .  72. 

Teaterlon,  Norfolk,  l6cK 
Thctfotd  (Norfolk!,  41.  44. 
Thorpe     {Thorppe-l,     R«>Ktt, 
119. 


I 
I 


^^^^^^^v^^^l 

SUPPLEMENT    INDEX              199               ^^| 

Thorpe,  Robert,  of  Noiwich, 

Wayte,  William,  27.  3237.                        ^^^| 

Welitworth,  Sir  Fhilip,  54,  •}%.                     ^^^^H 

Thorpe,  Thotnis,  119. 

Wt^sL,  William,  iig.                                 ^^^^^| 

Thuming    (Thyrning),     Nor- 

Wesl minuter  Hall,                                        ^^^^^| 

tollt,  105. 

[55.                               ^^^^H 

Thyrkbye,  or  Tyrkbye,  152. 

Wcthcwell, ,  127.                              ^^^^1 

Tmiclicl,     Sir    James,     Lord 

Whul,  Abraham,  ^0.                                     ^^^^H 

Audcky,  157. 

Wheyth,                                                     ^^^H 

Toumament  nt  Smilli  field,  1 17^. 

While,  William,  39,  40,  I47,                   ^^^^1 

Townaend      {Townyseod^, 

Whitcwcll,  Thoinns,  10.                              ^^^^^1 

Rftgei,  115,  ri2,  IJ4. 

Whiting  (Wltylunge) ,  Thomfts,                   ^^^^^| 

Tresham, ,  ir6. 

^^^H 

TroullwUe,  Sir  WilJiara,  157. 

WhoOe,  Edward  of,  t$.                                ^^^^H 

Tnisbui.  TLwmas,  27. 

Whylteb)'c,  — — .  1 19.                                 ^^^^| 

Tudenhair,  Hariy,  T),  23, 

WicklewDod       (Wykelwode}^                 ^^^H 

Tudcnham,  Sii  Thomas,  2S, 

Noir<}ll[,                                            ^^^^1 

3I1  33.-35.  36-37.  37-38,  39, 

Wnieys,  J<jbr),  90,                                     ^^^^H 

-»*-4'.  47- 

William,  164.                                            ^^^^H 

Tnnslead  (TonBied),  NorfcUt, 

William,     nephew     of     Friar                   ^^^^^| 

toi. 

Brackley,                                                     ^^^^| 

Twycr,  - — -,  60,  74. 

William,     Sir,    a    canon    of                 ^^^^^| 

Tyrell,  Sir  John,  47. 

Hempton  Abliey,  161,                          ^^^^^| 

Tyrcll  (Terell),  Sir  T. ,  34-,  4+ 

Willoughhy,  Sir  Hctiry^  157.                     ^^^^H 

Wiltshire  and  Ormonde,  |amcs                   ^^^^^H 

Vampoge,  Sir  Williim,  tVJ. 

Vert  (Veer),  Sir  Richard  de, 

Buller,  EatI  of,  55,  61.                            ^^^^H 

Winch     (Wpiche),     Norfolk,                  ^^^H 

^5- 

35'                                                ^^H 

Vere,  Juhn  de,  etc.,  set  Ox- 

Wijich (Wynche), ,  119.                    ^^^^H 

ford. 

WiDchcstei,  36,  37.                                   ^^^^^1 

Villcrs,  Johan,  11. 

Winchcslrr,     BUbap    of,     86,                    ^^^^| 

Vynallya,  Burd,  II, 

133,                                             ^^^H 

Wingtidd     (Wyntrfdil),     Sir                 ^^^H 

Wady,  John,  119. 

John,  96.                                                      ^^^^^1 

WiiJieleyn,,  John,  laa 
■Wolcol"(  Wolcoie),  Norfotk,  93. 

Winglield  (Wyngreld),  Robert,                  ^^^H 

^^^H 

Waleys,  John,  iig. 

WiiKer,  John,  92.                                          ^^^^^H 

Walcys,  Kichaid,  119. 

Wisheach(Wuihychc),Cambs.,                  ^^^H 

WalgraTC,  SirThomns.  lafi. 

74'                                                          ^^^H 

Walsbim.  8. 

Wilcbinghara  (Wychynghaoi],                    ^^^^^^ 

'          Walsham,  Npiih,  lO, 

Edmund,  47-4S.                                         ^^^^^^| 

WaJsingham,  34,  35,  36,  60. 

Witchinghitm,  Maigarel,  47.                       ^^^^^| 

Friars  Minors  of,  14. 

Witdiinghsm,  Nicholas,  47.                     ^^^^^| 

Wanlown  Gapp,  11. 

Wiihaui,  Essex,  164.                                 ^^^^^| 

'           Warles,  John,  19. 

Wivenhoe  (Wcvenhoo)  35,  39.                    ^^^^H 

'           Warns  (Waryns),  Hcniy,  153. 

Wii,  see  Wykes.                                        ^^^H 

Warwick,   Richard  de  Beau- 

Wodbarne,  Ti\amAi,  95.                              ^^^^^| 

champ,  Earl  of,  6, 

Wodchous,  Hairy,  27,  38,                          ^^^^| 

'Wateniiwi,  Nichola-s,  55. 

Wollysby,  ,  137,                                    ^^^^1 

Wms*,  Rich«d,  167. 

WolstOD.,  167.                                                 ^^^^1 
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Wnlton,  Sit  Thomasor.  IS7- 
Worcciicr,  (Wyrcestci,  eic.l- 
•at  Boloncr,  William,  6e, 
67,  7S,  Sj,  116,  137,  133, 
150-Si  ;  Viis  wifc,  jS- 
WorCfslm,  John  Tiplofl,  Earl 
of.  JO. 

Wrene,  Adam,  95. 
Wretir.hain,  J. 
Wyfelts,  l)atlle-M(s.  24- 
Wyelkte,  Robert,  a/iiuFaibuS' 

i^itturi  30. 
Wykes  (Wi).),  Willioni,  bcf- 
viint  of  the   P&al«ns,    107, 

133-  i4«- 
Wykes.  — — ,  163-65. 
Wyllrjti's  wife,  17. 
Wymonclham    oc    Wyndham, 

Norfolk,  15a 
Wyraondhaoi,  A^ibot  of,  148^ 
Wyndha-ifi     or    Wymandhanii 

John,  of  Felbrigg,  30,  31, 

3S.  72- 
WynilliBm,  Sirjohr,  157, 
fVj'icJs,  an  «ngine  foe  raisirg 

stones,  131. 
Wynslon, ,  30. 


Varmoutli     (Jememtwifa), 

T13.  124,  165. 
Varmoulh,  FriAis  of,  14,  00. 
Yvmoutfa,    little^   01 

Town,  90, 
Vutnoulh,  Earl  o^ 
Vales,  John,  26,  38. 
Ytlvertori,  Wiiliam,  the) 

32.  33.  34.   35-  39.  67. 

72,  S2.  93,  115.  116,  I 

128,  139.  137- 
VelTcrloci,  Willinra,  Mn  of  ttie 

judge,  lij,  114,  127. 
Veninij's,  WUHam,  Iz. 
Venncys,  Itithard,  57. 
York,  83,  &(. 
York,   Duke  of,  jo,  j6,  60. 

71 
York,   George  Nerill,   Aich- 

biahop  ti'f.     Sa  Nevill. 
York,    Thoijjai     RctlicitaiUfc 

Atchbi5h<>p  of,  15S,  159. 
York,  Wi!li.-im   Booll,  Actk- 

bishop  of,  54. 
York.  Dan  Robert  of,  7. 
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An  Essay  on  Comedy  and  the 
of  the  Comic  Spirit 


The 

White   Cottage 

By    "ZACK" 

AuihDi  or 
"Life  is  Life"  and  "On  Trial" 

Crown  8vo.     6s. 

"  '  The  White  Cottage '  shows  no  falling  off 
from  '  On  Trial,'  or  '  Life  is  Life' ;  indeed,  it  is 
a  very  great  advance,  for  '  Zack '  has  set  herself 
the  harder  task  of  painting  the  dumb  misery  of 
souls  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  ills  with  which 
they  are  struggling  and  wholly  unable  to  give 
expression  to  their  suffering  ;  and  she  has  done  it 
with  a  restraint  entirely  in  keeping  with  the 
inarticulateness  of  the  sufferers.  .  .  ," — Daily 
Telegraph. 

"A  powerful  and  a  pleasant  story  of  the  simple 
natures  and  elementary  passions  of  fisher  folk." 
— Scotsman, 

'*  Its  mingled  tragedy  and  comedy  are  told  in 
a  way  that  revives  memories  of  George  Eliot's 
earlier  and  finer  work." — C.  K.  S.  in  the  Sphere, 

"  Reminds  one  of  "  Teas';  altogether  a  moving 
bo  ok, ' ' —  Outlook. 

"  She  plucks  out  the  core  of  elemental  passion 
and  sets  it  before  her  readers  with  a  directness 
and  simplicity  that  goes  straight  to  the  mark." — 
Spectator. 


Two  Sides  of  a  Question 

By    MAY   SINCLAIR  ^ 

Aotliat  of  "Audrey  Craven"  and  "  Mi,  and  Mn.  KerlU  T^wo," 

Crown  SvQ.     6s.  ^M 

"  Belongs  to  a  high  order  of  imaginadTe' 
fiction.  For  many  readers,  and  perhaps  for  the 
readers  best  worth  having,  these  excellent 
stories  will  be  inspiring  as  well  as  convincing 
•  •  •  good  work  which  can  at  least  be  crownt 
by  recognition." — Athenesum.  "  Two  stories 
undoubted  power  .  .  .  clever  and  adroit  . 
abounds  in  a  felicity  of  phrase  for  the  most 
humorous,  that  we  dwell  on  with  much  pleasure, 
merely  for  the  method  itself." — Weekly  Registtr. 
"It  was  with  a  pleasing  sense  of  surprise  that 
we  discovered  how  very  good  these  two  stories, 
which  make  up  Miss  Sinclair's  latest  volume. 
are ;  and  it  is  something  to  be  thankful  for 
when  incompetent  novelists  are  as  thick  as 
leaves  in  ValJombrosa,  and  many  of  them  a 
good  deal  thicker,  to  come  across  one  who  has 
both  ideas  and  the  gift  of  expressing  (hem."— 
Daily  JVews.  "Altogether  this  volume  is  fax 
above  the  average  of  current  6ction,  and  promises 
well  for  the  author's  future."  —  Marukfsttr 
Gttardian.  "  A  subtle  and  finely  executed 
character  study." — Literature.  "  Readers  of  that 
uncommonly  clever  novel,  *  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nevill 
Tyson,'  will  expect  a  good  deal  from  Miss  May 
Sinclair.  Her  new  book  will  not  disappoint 
them.  .  .  .  Poor  little  Miss  Quincey  will  haunt 
us  for  a  long  while.  .  .  .  Miss  Quincey  is 
irresistible.  The  book  should  be  read."- 
James's  Gazette, 
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The 
Sin  of  Jasper  Standish 

By  "RITA" 
Crown    8vo.       6s. 

"  Plenty  of  incident  and  a  good  deal 
of  interest.'* — ^ihenaum.  "  As  good  a 
book  as  she  has  written."  —  Speaker. 
"There  is  a  good  love  scene." — Punch. 
"  Vigorously  and  picturesquely  told.  The 
story  is  an  intensely  interesting  one."— 
PaU  Mall  Gazette.  "Who  shall  de- 
scribe the  skill  of  '  Rita,'  and  who  shall 
set  it  down  ?  "  —  Hearth  and  Home. 
"'Rita'  is  a  past  mistress  in  the  craft 
of  story -nnaking.  .  .  .  This  stoty 
'  goQs,'"— Manchester  Guardian.  "'Rita' 
has  never  perhaps  given  us  a  more  tel- 
ling delineation  of  character  than  in 
'Jasper  Standish.'  .  .  .  The  gloom  of 
the  story  is  pleasantly  relieved  by  a 
pretty  love  episode.  'Rita'  may  be  con- 
gratulated on  having  told  a  good  story, 
and  told  it  well."  —  Literary  PForld. 
"  Full  of  action,  never  dull,  and  holds 
the  attention  until  its  conclusion."  — 
Church  Bells. 


That  Sweet  Enem' 


By     KATHARINE     TYNAN 


Crown  8vo.     6s.     and  Editton. 


"  This  is  Mre.  Hinkson's  Berf  novel"— TMe  Wo 

**  Another  delightful  story." — Morning  Post. 

"  This  is  the  most  vivacious  of  her  stories." 

—  The  Boakmax.} 

"  A  book  which  I  can  heartily  recommend." 

—  WhiUkait  Review. 

"Another  capital  Irish  story." — Pali  MaJi  GauiU. 

"  A  sweet  talc,  sweetly  tQ\±"— Glasgow  Herald. 

"  To  our  thinking  this  is  the  very  best  bouk 
even  Katharine  Tynan  has  written,  and  that  is  a  big 
word,  It  is  one  of  those  stories,  pleasant,  bright  and 
wholesome,  that  gives  delight  and  hurts  not.  In  'Aunt 
Theodosia'  the  author  has  drawn  what  Thackeray  in 
his  'Round  About'  properly  calls  one  of  the  prize 
characters  in  fiction." — Freeman's  Joumai. 

*  I  can  praise  and  recommend  '  That  Sweet  Enemy 
It  is  a  charming  and  wholesome 


story." 
-Lady's  Puts 


The  Ship*s  Adventure 


By  W.   CLARK   RUSSELL 


Crown  8vo.     6f. 


"We  meet  with  all  the  old  skill  and  charm  that  have 
delighted  us  for  so  long  a  time  past." — St,  James's, 

"  We  welcome  with  pleasure  Mr,  Clark  Russell's  return 
to  good  form.  It  is  one  of  the  breeziest  novels  he  has 
wrritten." — Daily  News. 

"One  of  the  best  books  that  Mr.  Clark  Russell  has 
written  for  many  a  long  day." — Speaker. 

"  The  story  is  emphatically  good  reading,  and  there  is 
no  falling  off  in  the  inimitably  fresh  and  vigorous  de- 
scription of  the  high  seas  by  fair  and  foul  weather." 

— Saturday  Review. 

•'Mr.  Russell  has  done  nothing  better." — Tfu  World. 

"  Mr.  Clark  Russell  still  writes  of  the  sea  with  a  know- 
ledge that  is  exhibited  by  no  other  living  writer ;  he  is 
still  a  capital  hand  at  the  spinning  of  a  yarn.  His  novel 
will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  all  who  come  across  it,  and 
will  make  heavier  the  debt  of  gratitude  owed  to  him  by 
the  large  section  of  the  community  which  looks  to  the 
novelist  for  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  happiness 
h  gets." — Morning  Post. 

"  Mr.  Clark  Russell  brings  back  to  us  throughout  the 
swish  of  the  waves  against  the  York's  sides,  and  the 
shriek  of  the  storm  through  her  tackle.  He  can  hold 
his  own  with  the  best  of  them  yet." 

—Pall  Mall  GaxttU. 


The  Curious  Career  oL 
Roderick  Campbell 

By  JEAN    McILWRAITH 

Illustrated.    Crown  8vo,  6s.    xnd  Kdition. 

The  hero  of  this  book  was  lo  turn  smuggler,  toi 
guardsman,  ptper  for   Prince  Charlie,   piper   for  Kir^ 
Geoi^e,  and  fur  trader  in  Canada. 

"  A  stoiy  of  love  and  adventure,  carT>'ing  one  back  tT 
the  period  of  Prince  Charlie,  and  giving  characterise^ 
pictures  of  exciting  incidents  of  the  homeL  The  auth^f 
clearly  knows  how  to  make  her  countrymen  appear 
courageous,  humorous  without  descending  to  the  fant^^ 
ful  travesties  that  find  favour  in  some  quautcrs.  H^| 
picture  of  the  jovial  Scot  in  his  Indian  warpaint  b 
highly  diverting." — Scotsman. 

"  Miss  Mcllwraith  has  considerable  power  of  descrip- 
tive writing  and  she  uses  it  here  to  advantage." — World. 

"Without  any  effort  the  writer  secures  realism  of  a 
high  and  all  but  unique  order.  Especially  convincing 
are  her  pictures  of  Culloden  after  the  battle:  It  is  poj- 
sible  to  account  for  the  supremiC  CKCcllenceof  the  North 
American  incidents  and  scenes  only  on  the  ground  that 
the  authoress  must  be  in  possession  of  particular  informa- 
tion dealing  with  the  period." — Dundee  Advertiser.      ^H 

"The  attraction  of  the  book  is  not  altogether  in  tfee 
adventures  of  the  hero ;  it  is  rather  in  the  excellent 
character  drawing.  Sir  Walter  Scott  describes  '  Hal  tf 
the  Wynd'  little  better  than  Jean  Mcllvirnttth  does 
Roderick." — Manckesttr  Courier. 
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\ 


By  K.  and  HESKETH   PRICHARD 

Joint  Authors  of  "  A  Modem  Mercenaiy. " 

Crown  Svo,  6s. 

"  A  story  of  love  and  chivalry,  woven  about  the  lives 
of  two  women  and  two  men.  Written  with  much  care 
and  finish,  and  is  emincntiy  readable," — Scotsman. 

"  A  powerful  and  well -construe  ted  romance.  The 
authors  have  a  very  fine  sense  cjf  the  dramatic,  and 
when  to  this  U  added  constructive  skill,  a  striking  story 
is  the  inevitable  result" — Glasgow  Herald. 


FIRST  EDITION   SOLD   OUT  BEFORE   PUBLICATION 

Another  Woman's  Territory 

By  "ALIEN" 

Auibor  of 
"  A  Daughter  of  the  King."  "  The  UntQld  H»lf,"  etc 

Crown  Svo.     2nd  Edition.     &r. 

"The  descriptions  of  scenery  in  an  Australian  marsh' 
land  are  specially  realistic,  but  the  strength  of  the 
book  seems  to  lie  in  the  two  principal  women,  whose 
wonderful  love  and  self- repression  are  very  strikingly 
depicted '^—/^d//  Afail  Gazette. 

"'Alien'  has  before  shown  herself  to  be  a  keen 
student  and  generous  critic  of  life,  and  one  qualified  to 
reveal  both  its  sweetness  and  expose  its  unloveJiness. 
Gut  never  have  her  literary  and  intellectual  capabilities 
been  made  so  apparent  as  in  this  remarkable  novel 
It  is  far  removed  from  the  ordinary,  and  should  enjoy 
no  inconsiderable  popularity." — Dundee  Adverlis£r. 
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A  NEW  VOLUME   OF  STORIES 
Br  th«  Mtbor  of  "Minnda  of  ihe  BaleoDy,"  miul  "TV  Cowt^i 
Mom»  Bucklef,'* 

Ensign    Knightley 

and  other  Stories 
By  A.    E.    W.    MASON 

Crown  8vo,  64. 


Marr'd  in  Making 

By    BARONESS    VON    HUTTEN 

With  PmyrecnAvuaa  Fromtispikce  

The  title  of  thu  woik  wu  suggested  br  ihe  lines  from  Oniu  C!un»A 
"Rubftiyat"—  ..     _   g„„^  iHere  ire  who  kU 

Of  one  who  thrcateiu  be  will  tots  Ii>  hell 
The  lucklesi  pots  he  nuui'd  in  inaking.* 

Crown  8vo,  6r. 


Retaliation 

By  HERBERT    FLOWERDEW 

Author  of  ■* The  Celibate's  Wife,"  Md  " The  Relist" 

Crown  &VQ.     6s, 


The  Story  of  Eva 

By   WILL    PAYNE 

Croffn  8vo,  6/. 

"The  Stoiyof  Eve"  isabook  of  unusual  power.  Here  is  a  nord  of 
Chicago  life  that  is  the  work  of  u  thorough  craflsmaji.  It  it  fresh  Utd 
vigoious,  daring  in  its  uae  of  themes,  and  dignified  in  ils  fnuaknen.  It 
CelU  lli«  story  «f  a  nsturel  ps»«iQrMle  ipv^  leading  \q  gnve  complicalinni 
thiough  which  it  comes  a(  Inst  lo  a  happy  eod.  It  is  stiikingly  good  U  > 
story,  but  it  conlAins  h  study  of  character  even  more  natcwoniiy.  Ifi  in 
modem  novels  can  there  be  found  so  subtle  and  wise  a  Irea.tiiieflt  of  tbe 

?rDb!cni  of  a  weak-willed  selfish  nature  converted  by  a  peDuioe  love 
he  realism  of  the  book  is  at  times  Tolstaian.  It  -would  be  difficult  to  6od 
more  vivid  dear-cut  pictures  of  Biodem  men  and  women.  "The  Storj 
of  Eva"  is  a  book  to  stir  one's  sympathies,  aod  tcuten  will  find  it  a 
pb»(>tbing  intere^L 


A    NEW    MILITARY    NOVEL 


The 


Coming  Waterloo 


By  Captain  W.  E.  CAIRNES 

Antlior  of  "  Lord  Roberti  u  a  Soldier  in  Peace  uid  Wu." 

Crown  8vo,  cloth.  6s,     4th  Edition. 


arms  and  appliances  in  warfare.  The  author  de- 
scribes an  imaginary  campaign  against  a  Conti- 
nental Power,  and  draws  largely  for  his  matter 
upon  our  recent  experiences,  teaching  as  they  do 
lessons  invaluable  as  to  the  altered  conditions 
brought  about  by  the  introduction  of  modern, 
arms  of  long  range,  the  need  for  great  mobility, 
and  the  many  scientific  improvements  in  the 
practice  of  war  now  accessible  to  soldiers.  A 
sketch  map  of  the  scene  of  operations  is  included 
^in  the  volume. 

^*  "His  book  is  undoubtedly  interesting  and  indeed  absorb- 
ing. He  has  the  Icnack  of  putting  his  ideas  graphically  and  ex- 
plicitly before  us.  .  .  .  It  is  wholesome  doctrine." — W.  L. 
CouRTHEY  in  the  Daify  Telegraph. 

"A  very  engrossing  picture  of  the  next  great  war 
deserves  attentive  perusal." — Spectator. 

"  Apart  from  the  purely  military  point  of  view,  the  volunse 
has  all  the  attraction  of  a  capitally-told  s\.oiy"— Scotsman. 

"  As    was    to   be   expected   from    an   expert   of  Captain 
Caime&'  standing,  it  is  most  instructive  and  enlightening." 

—SAeifA. 

"  A  highly  detailed  and  interesting  account  of  an  imagin- 
war." — AiAerueum, 
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Over  170,000  copiee  sold. 

By  Order  of  the  Company 

By  MARY   JOHNSTON 
Sixth  English  Editioa     Ctowd  Svo,  6s. 

"MJH  Mwyjohnstw'*  forme"'  Botfd  pKp*r«d  the  mi4cr  to  welcome 
bet  DittK  on  a  lille  p>£e,  and  *  By  Order  of  the  Companjr '  will  nm  dis-- 
appoint  Budi  cxpcclatioiu,  for  it  is  quite  as  good  reading  a>  'The  Old 
DarainioD.'  The  picture  of  tbe  very  earliai  iiji  ol  Vire'tu^  u  eaceUentlf 
paJDted,  and  the  penana>gu  of  the  story  art  sympathetic  and  iBtenstiag." 

—S/tfl^itr. 

"If  'The  Old  Daalaion'  had  not  71  re vioaslf  attracted  altendoa,  her 
new  Gtory  miui  h(iT«  auuied  her  rc^uHtiAn-" — AfamkeiUr  Q^^Ji^t, 

"So  euct  in  histarics.1  colour,  so  licb.  in  glowing  imoginatioD  and  stir- 
ring adventure,  so  full  of  pictorial  charm  and  poetic  dleicripii<>n,  sq  cbuEr4 
with  emoti-on  and  tender  mclanchalT  was  '  The  Old  Dominion,'  thai  it  *» 
with  lively  ant icipai ions  thai  I  turned  to  '  By  Order  of  the  Comptny.'  ud 

1  find  no  jiislification  for  diwpp ointment." —  Tkt  Echo. 

"This  admitabte  sloty  li  in  every  respect  equal  to  the  anlhor'i  railiti 
work,  "The  Old  DomLaion.'  ,  ,  .  We  arc  svre  every  reader  of  her 
new  boot  will  pronounce  it  a  brilliant  suecesj." — Tk»  Britiik  IVmUj. 

"  '  By  Order  of  the  Company'  has  more  than  falfillcd  the  promise  tl 
*Tli«  Old  Dominion'  ...  a  tale  of  ingenious,  eidting  adicniurc,  tX 
once  catching  the  attention,  wi<J  holding  jt  from  ft'sl  to  lart." — 7l«  CWc 

"  Will  hold  the  reader  enlhralled  from  hrst  lo  lasL" 
"There  is  not  a  dull  page  in  the  book."— 7»«  Spkm. 


BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOR 

The    Old    Dominion 

Third  English  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  6s. 

"W«  have  hul  of  Ule  tA  B.bttndance  of  romance,  but  not  better  than 
this.  The  heroine  is  ador&Ule.  The  whole  bw>k  is  a  niasterpicGC  oJ 
tomancc" — Briiiih  Wttkly, 

"  It  is  an  e&citJtig  narrative  of  a  perilous  adrenture,  and  of  a  bate  thu 
was  convened  laio  love  as  strong  u  death.  The  chara4:tcn  are  drawn 
with  a  sUoDghandF  and  Lhe  iateTCEl  is  sustained  to  the  end." — Pamtk. 


Janice   Meredith 

Story  of  the   American  Revolution 
Crown  Svo,  6j, 

"  Mr.  Ford  hai  the  right  reeling  foi  romance ;  he  knawi  how  to  brinF 
hii  reader  into  the  thic!k  of  the  eicitement  and  give  him  the  right  thrill  <m 
pcrsosal  participation  in  the  struggle.  Ukd  be  keeps  hb  grip  OD  the  rcoder'r 
attention  ihrougb  a  long  mi  interesting  bwlc."—  T^t  Sff(t^tr. 

"  The  novel  will  aii  to  the  teputatton  of  ihe  avlhor  of  *  The  Honaurabte 
Fctei  Stirling '  and  of  '  The  Story  af  ao  V ntclJ  Love,'  and  will  give  lum 
■  promlnenl  position  *on>i»g  TOUlempor^ry  writer*." — /^/Vwaw". 

The  Story  of  an  Untold  Love 

Crown  Svo,  6s. 

"  The  book  may  be  commended  to  readen  of  oil  cltnws  utd  tastes." 
— Athtftirtim. 

Tattle  Tales  of  Cupid 

Crown  8vo,  tt. 

"A  very  attractive  and  highly  entertaining  book  hy  the  dever  astbO't 
of  *The  Slotj  of  an  Ualold  Love." "— Odwrtw. 


Fate  the  Fiddler 

By  HERBERT   C.    MACILWAINE 

Crown  Svo,  6r, 

"Places  bepond  question  Ihe  right  of  Mr.  Macllwaine  to  befomldered 
tlie  succeswi  of  Henr;  Kiogsley  u  the  novelitt  of  Aiuiralia.  It  does  Jiot 
require  a  knoMrlcdge  of  the  country  or  a  paiticuliLr!/  cRthuiia^ilc  ImperiaU 
Jam  to  interest  one  in  '  Fate  the  Fiddler.  Whatever  scene  the  author  had 
chosen  fo'  his  tsle  wovld  hsve  been  illitmiBed  by  his-  power  of  selling  the 
ciseDtial  things  in  n>.ture  and  In  chiuii«ter," — SpraJier, 

BY  THE   SAME  AUTHOR 


Dinkinbar 


Second  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  6s. 

"In  'Diokinhar'  he  has  wrilien  ibc  best  ttory  of  Amtralian  buih  life 
we  ever  came  across. " — Standard, 
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The  Puppet  Show 

MARIAN  BOWER 
Crown  8vo,  6j. 
"There  is  great  personal  charm,  says  my  nautical  reiajoer,^ 
'The  Puppet  Show'  of  Marian  Bower  .  .  .  there  are  charac- 
ters more  lha.n  one  drawn  with  admirable  observation.  Tbe 
author's  types  are  vaited  and  always  nicely  di&iinguished  without 
recaurse  to  the  obviou<;ly  abnonnat.  She  handles  her  matter  with 
a  woman's  fine  intuition  for  delicacy  of  motive,  but  at  need  she 
has  a  man's  strength  in  reserve.  The  book  holds  the  fancy  ;  and 
the  conclusion,  satisfactory  in  itself,  siill  leaves  us  with  speculation 
at  play." — Pumh. 


"  Pride  of  England 

By 


y* 


MARCUS  REED 
Crown  8vo,  fii. 
"There  is  much  that  is  attractive  in  this  romance." — SeakmtS 
"  Phyllis  Blake  is  a  charming  study,  entirely  lovable  and 
admirable  in  her  brilliant  qualities  as  well  as  ia  her  defects. 
Prince  Harry  is  almost  as  convincing.  .  .  .  We  are  carried 
through  the  account  of  their  exciting  adventures  with  iaii 
from  beginning  to  end." — MemchesUr  Cuariitait. 


The  Shadow  of  Quong  Lung 

By   C.    W.    DOYLE 
Crown  Svo,  y.  6d. 

"Remarkable  ability  is  shown  both  in  the  conception  and  tal 
telling  of  ih-ese  talcs  of  China-town.    The  author  knows  the  country 
and  the  people  ri^ht  through,  and  has  reproduced  the  aunospbcre 
with  remarkable  faithfulness." — Bookman. 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOR 

The  Taming  of  the  Jungi 

The  Cover  specially  designed  by  J.  T.  NETTLESHSP 

IS,  6<i. 

"One  needs  no  previous  knowledge  of  ihis  folk  of  the  Terw. 
away  there  under  Ihc  HimalayaSj  to  appreciate  ihe  insight  and 
observation  which  chaiacteriie  every  stroke  of  the  charmiuj 
sketches.  .  .  .  He  speaks  from  long  and  close  experience  ;  and, 
what  is  belter  still,  his  note  is  his  own.  ...  En  a  brilliant  illu«tra' 
tion  by  Mr,  Nettleship,  the  beasts  of  the  jungle  are  seen  cateeriaj 
across  the  back  of  the  booin."— Punch. 
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WORKS    BY    FIONA    MACLEOD 

The   Dominion    of  Dreams 

Fourth  Edition.       Crown  8vo,  6r. 

"Tot  ihe  pitso-{  Miss  Fian&  Macleodl  it  u  impossible  to  tuc  thecamniaaj 
words  of  giaiitude,     To  people  who  live  in  a  paved  cJtf ,  or  a  half-paived  ' 
tiiburb,  dimly  'Conscious  oF  sky,  *n<l  awitre  of  the  voice  of  the-  wind  onljr 
when  a  gale  singS  in  iKe   telegraph  witei,  her   Writings  art  u  the  iraler  of 
life.     We  Itrow  not,  neither  do  we  tare,  whether  Fiona.  Manleod   be  man, 
woman,  or  spirit,  though  wp  suppoM  her  treasure  ii  hitlden  in  an  e«rlhea  I 
ressel.    Enough  for  us  that  she  hears,  as  only  poeu  licai,  the  old  autbciitlc  ' 
TtMCC*  of  tbc  world.'' — Daify  CAroiticIt, 


Green    Fire 

A  Story  of  the  Western  Islands. 


^^r  Hev  Etlitiqn.     Crown  Svo,  jj,  6J. 

"Th«re  areiew  in  whose  luods  the  pure  thtM^  have  been  so  skilfullj 
and  ddicitcly  woven  at  they  have  in   Fiona   Madeod'a." — J'aJt  Mm 

I  The  Laughter    of   Peterkin 

A   Re-telling  of  Old   Stories  of  the  Celtic  Wonder-world 
Illustrated  by  Sunderland  Rollinsom. 
I  Ctovm  S*o,  6f. 


Sunningwell 

By  F.   WARRE  CORNISH 
Crown  8vo,  6t. 


"  Ha  more  i^ecsble  pfctuce  of  a  dcrgyqian  liM  been  diawn  nnce  '  The 
Vicu  of  WskeGeld.'  N'>  mote  sjrMpathelie  or  humoroiut  iieaiKn«nl  «f  a 
provincial  society  has  been  published  since  *  Cranfard.'  It  \i  onliy  the  form 
of  these  Iwa  books  which  suggests  camparisons,  for  '  SnnningweU '  ituidl 
by  itself  and  owes  nothing  to  any  one  model." — Speaker. 


* 


The    Ca tacom bs    of   Paris 

A  Thrilling  Story  of  Life  in  Paris  during  the  EigKteeathCeatiiry 

By  E.  BERTHET 

Translated  into  English  by  Maxjd  Helmore 

Second  Edition,     Crown  8vo,  &r. 

"A  ^ood,  stifling  stoiy. "^ZjJcAiMr. 

"W«  have  np  bcsi'liLliol^  >it   ^Commertciin^r  it   \t>  all  whi>  mc  fond   of 
highly  adventurous,  exhilarating  tales." — Saturday  Rei'iiw, 
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A^ESSRS.  ARCHIBALD 
iVl      CONSTABLE    Gf    CO 
Ltd  beg  to  announce  that  they 
arc   publishing  a  New   Series  of 

SIXPENNY    EDITIONS 

OF 

COPYRIGHT   NOVELS 

m 

* 
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The  first  Hve  volumes  arc  as  follows  : 

GEORGE  MEREDITH 

Diana  of  the  Crossways 
Rhoda   Fleming 
The  Adventures  of  Harry 
Richmond 

MARY  JOHNSTON 

The  Old  Dominion 

BRAM  STOKER 
Dracula 

ARCHIBALD  CONSTABLE  ff  CO   UMITRD 
1  Whitiuail  Gaidini  Wutuikttkk 
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